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SECTION  XXI. 

Opening  of  the  campaign  qf\%\S — Lord  Wellington  readies  Sola* 
manca — Moves  against  the  enemy,  toAo  retreat  tautards  Fitto* 
ria — Battle  of  Vittoria^  and  total  rout  of  the  French^Suhse" 
qtient  operations — Blockade  of  PamptunO'^Siege  of  San  Se- 
bmtian — Suspended — Sotdt  succeeded  in  forcing  two  passes  in 
ike  Pyrenees-^mSuecession  qfbattles-^Decisive  battle  of  the  SOth 
tfjufyf  in  tohieh  SouU  is  driven  back  into  Franee-'^Siegeof  San 
Sebastian  resumed-^Fall  of  the  ptace,  after  an  tAstinate  dk* 
fence — Lgrd  Wellington  advances  into  France — Crosses  the 
Bidassoa-^Forces  the  enemjfs  positum^^SouU  retreats  to  his 
intrenched  camp  at  Bayonne — Series  tf  desperate  actions"^ 
SouU  forced  to  abandon  his  intrenched  camp^^Sir  J.  Hope 
blockades  Bayonne— Battle  of  OrthSs— Total  defeat  qf  the 
French-^^Subsequent  movements  qf  both  armies^— Marshal  Be* 
resfbrd  sent  to  Bourdeaux — His  reception  by  the  inhabitants^^ 
Blockade  of  Bayonne — British,  under  Sir  «7.  Hope,  cross  the 
Adour  below  the  city — Sortie  qf  the  garrison — Sir  J.  Hope 
fvqunded  and  made  prisoner — Defeat  qf  Soult  at  Tarbes — His 
retreat  nearly  cut  off—BatUe  of  Totdouse^De/eat  of  SouU — 
Evacuation  qfthe  town  after  the  battle — Abdication  ofBwma^ 
parte-^Restoration  of  Louis  XVIIL — Short  peace — General 
remarks  on  the  Highland  soldiers,  and  H^Uanders  in  general. 

The  successful  campaign  of  18IiS  led  to  another  of  equal 
difficulty,  and  of  arduous  entei^se,  in  which  the  consum* 
mate  talents  of  the  Commander  had  ample  scope  for  their  exer- 
tion. The  troops  were  soon  refreshed  from  their  fatigues,  and|, 
being  reinforced  from  England,  and  supplied  with  the  neces- 
sary equipments  for  the  field,  active  operations  commenced 
by  a  forward  movemoit  to  Salamanca,  which  was  now  oc^u- 
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pied  by  the  British  for  the  third  time,  on  the  S4th  of  May, 
and  that  celebrated  city  once  more  delivered  from  a  foreign 
yoke.  Sir  B.  Hil/'s  division  was  stationed  between  die 
Tormes  and  th^  Douro,  Sir  Thomas  Graham  commanding 
the  left  wing  At  Miranda  de  Douro.  The  enemy  gave  way 
to  the  progress  of  the  allies,  and  Valladolid  was  evacuated  on 
the  4th  June.  On  the  12th  General  Hill  attacked  and  de- 
feated, with  little  loss  on  his  part,  the  division  under  Gene- 
ral Reille,  General  Ponsooby  at  the  same  time  turning  the 
right  of  the  French.  These  manoeuvres  quickened  the  re- 
treat of  the  enemy,  who,  in  his  progress,  blew  up  the  works 
o^  the  castle  of  Burgos,  on  which  they  had  bestowed  so  much 
labour  in  the  preceding  year,  and  which  they  had  so  gal- 
lantly defended. 

Thus  it  would  ^appear,  that  the  able  dispositions  and 
movements  of  .the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  allies,  and  the 
improved  state  of  his  army,  had  completely  turned  the 
course  of  events.  The  enemy  directed  their  march  on  Vit- 
toria,  their  central  depot  in  the  frontier  provinces,  occasion- 
ally skirmishing  with  the  advanced  guards,  and  on  the  20th 
Lord  Wellington  made  a  disposition  of  his  army  on  the 
river  Bayas,  separated  by  some  high  grounds  from  Vittoria. 
Here  the  enemy  made  a  stand,  seemingly  with  an  intention 
of  resisting  the  farther  progress  of  the  allies. 

On  tlus  march  and  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  the  influence  of 
hope,  and  of  the  prospect  of  success,  on  the  mens^  minds,  was 
strongly  exemplified ;  for  while,  on  the  retreat  from  Bur- 
gos, the  soldiers  were  desponding  and  disorderly,  careless 
of  their  character,  and  regardless  of  the  orders  of  their  of- 
ficers,—-now,  in  pursuit  of  the  same  enemy,  the  most 
perfect  regularity  and  the,  greatest  cheerfulness  prevailed, 
the  buoyancy^  of  the  mind^  invigorating  the  body,  and  no 
privation  or  fatigue  being  thought  or  complained  of.  In  a 
long  march  of  more  than  250  miles,  (frequently  extending 
to  60  miles  in  three  days,)  under  the  burning  sun  of  a  Spa- 
nish summer,  and  although  the  soldiers  were  loaded  with 
arms,  ammunition,  and  necessaries  to  the  weight  of  three 
and  four  stones,  yet,  as  an  example  of  the  condition  of  the 
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troq)6,  Lord  Dalhousie^s  division,  consisting  of  6000  men, 
arriyed  at  Vittoria  with  less  than  150  sick. 

Such  was  the  perfect  state  of  this  Hgh-spirited  army, 
when,  on  the  m<Miiing  of  the  21  st  of  June,  \hey  marched,  in 
three  columns,  to  take  possession  ht  the  hei^ibts  in  front  of 
Vittoria ;  the  right  being  commanded'by  Grener^  Hill,  the 
centre  by  Lord  Dalhousie  and  General  Cole,  and  th«  left  by 
Greneral  Graham.  From  thence  the  French  army,  under 
the  command  of  Joseph  Buonaparte  and  Marshal  Jourdan, 
was  seen  drawn  up,  with  their  right  supported  by  Vittoria, 
and  destined  to  defend  the  passages  6f  the  river  Zadorra, 
^the  centre  on  a  height  commanding  the  valley  of  Zadorra, 
and  the  left  resting  on  the  heights  between  Arunez  and  Pu* 
ebla  de  Arlanzon.  The  hostile  armies  amounted  to  about 
70,000  men  each. 

Greneral  Hill  commenced  the  operations  of  this  memorable 
day  by  an  attack  on  the  heights  of  Puebla,  on  which,  as  al* 
ready  stated,  the  enemy^s  left  rested,  and  which  he  speedily 
carried,  but  the  enemy  being  reinforced  from  the  centre,  the 
Honourable  Lieutenant>Colonel  Cadogan,  *  with  the  Tlst 
r^^ent,  and  the  light  infimtry  battalion  «f  Greneral 
Walker's  brigade,  were  sent  to  the  support  of  the  troops  who 
had  already  gained  the  heights.  The  contest  at  this  point 
was  peculiarly  obstinate,  as  the  enemy  discovering,  when  it 
was  too  late,  the  importance  of  the  position  which  they  had 
lost,  and  which  they  had  not  strengthened  with  the  neces- 
sary care,  made  the  most  strenuous  i^id  persevering  efforts 
to  regain  possession  of  it.  At  length,  however,  they  were 
forced  back  at  all  points,  and  pursued  across  the  Zadorra, 
which,  from  the  melting  of  the  snows  on  the  Pyrenees  at  that 
season  of  the  year,  was  not  fordable.  The  enemy  having  ne- 
glected  to  destroy  the  bridges.  Sir  Rowland  Hill  passed  over 
at  that  of  La  Puebla,  attacked  and  carried  the  village  of  Sa- 

*  This  brave  young  man  was  mortally  wounded  in  Sir  Rowland 
Hi]l*8  attack  on  the  heights  on  the  enemy*8  left.  Finding  his  end  ap« 
proaching,  he  directed  that  he  should  be  carried  to  a  height  that  he 
might  contemplate,  to  the  last  moment,  the  scene  in  which  he  had  boime 
to  honourable  a  part. 
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bijana  de  Alava,  and  retiuned  possesion  of  it  in  defiance  of  re- 
peated attempts  to  regain  it    Immediately  subsequent  to  the 
gaining  of  this  advavtage  by  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  the  fourth  and 
light  divbions  crossed  the  Zadonra,  at  two  different  points ; 
and  almost  at  die  same  inttant  the  column  under  Lord  Pal- 
Iiotude  reached  Mendrazay  while  the  third  under  Sir  T.  Pic- 
ton^  followed  by  the  seventh  division,  crossed  a  bridge  higher 
up*     These  four  divisions  forming  the  centre  of  the  army, 
were  destined  to  attack  the  right  of  the  enemy^s  centre  on 
the  heights,  while  General  Hill  pushed  forward  from  Alava 
to  attack  the  left     These  combined  movements,  admirably 
pliomed,  and  gallantly  executed,   completely  neutralized 
and  defeated  the  comlnnations  and  manceuvres  of  the  ene- 
my, who,  dreading  the  ocmsequences  of  an  attack  on  his  cen- 
tre, which  he  had  already  weakened  to  strengthen  his  posts 
on  the  heights,  abandoned  his  position,  and  commenced  a  ra- 
pid but  orderly  retreat  to  Vittoria*    During  this  proceeding. 
Sir  Thomas  Graham,  who  commanded  the  left,  drove  the 
e&emy^s  right  from  the  hills  above  Abechuoo  and  Gamarra, 
which  nearly  intercepted  their  communication  with  Bayonne. 
To  presenp  this  passage,  the  enemy  had  occupied  the  vil- 
lages of  Gamarra  Mayor,  and  Menor,  near  which  the  great 
road  touches  the  banks  of  the  Zadorra.     To  dispossess  the 
enemy  of  these  pofiitions,  which  covered  the  only  road  by 
which  they  could  retreat  to  Bayonne,  Colonel  Lcmga,  with  a 
Spanish  division,  and  General  Pack,  with  the  Pcotuguese, 
supported  by  Greneral  Anson^s  cavalry  brigade,  and  the  5th 
division  of  infantry  luider  General  Oswald,  were  ordered  to 
force  these  two  points,  while  General  Graham  attacked  the 
village  of  Abechucoi.     All  these  attacks  were  completely 
suooessful ;  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  conducting  them- 
selves with  great  gallantry. 

YHiile  these  operations  were  going  on  at  Abechuco,  the 
enemy  made  every  effort  to  regain  the  village  of  Gamarta 
Mayor,  but  they  were  repulsed  by  General  Oswald's  divi- 
tton  at  every  point ;  and,  as  soon  as  the  centre  of  the  allies 
had  penetrated  to  the  town^of  Vittoria,  the  enemy  retreated 
^th  great  precipitation.    The  success  of  the  troops  under 
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General  Graham  having  cut  off  the  letfeat  by  the  gieat 
road  to  France,  the  enemy,  seeing  fbat  all  was  lost,  fled  to« 
wards  Pampluna,  the  only  other  roai  left  open,  a  diffi- 
cult and  circuitous  route,  cto  which  thej.  had  no  fortified 
positions  to  eover  their  retrograde  movemem.  The  di£fer« 
ent  French  corps  being  thus  beaten  and  throni  back  on 
one  another,  they  got  into  inextricaUe  confusion  %  and,  aa 
the  pressure  increased  by  the  precipitation  of  the  retreat, 
the  greatest  part  must  either  have  surrmdered  or  been  cut 
to  pieces,  if  the  difficult  naturo  of  the  broken  country,  in« 
tersected  by  hills,  small  ravines,  and  ditches,  had  not  pre> 
vented  the  artillery  from  being  brought  forward,  and  the 
cavalry  from  acting  with  effect. 

As  it  was,  they  abandoned  aK  their  baggage  and  artil« 
lery,  except  one  gun  and  one  howitzer,  which  those  who 
were  foremost  on  the  retreat  wero  able  to  carry  off,  but  the 
gun  waa  taken  on  the  foUowing  dscy ;  so  that  one  howitser 
was  all  that  remained  of  151  pieces  of  cannon,  protected  by 
an  amiy  of  upwards  of  70,000  men,  now  completely  scat- 
tered and  beaten,  leaving  behind  them  stores,  baggage^ 
public  and  private, — evely  thing,  in  short,  that  constitutes 
the  materiel  of  an  army.  * 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  this  oonplete  overthrow 
of  a  great  army  without  sentiments  of  unmixed  pleasmre 
and  exultation,  h^htened,  as  this  must  be,  by  the  oonsi* 
deration,  that  the  influence  of  former  victories,  and  an  in^ 
creasing  respect  for  the  disdpline  and  courage  of  the  army^ 
began  to  be  displayed ;  for,  although  both  wings  of  theene- 
my'^s  lines  fought  with  great  desperation,  the  usual  impetuo- 
fflty  of  the  French  in  attack  was,  on  the  whole,  much  a))ated* 
Their  former  confidence  had  been  considerably  subdued  by 
what  they  had  already  seen  and  heard  of  the  superior  mill- 

*  It  is  singular  enough  (hat  England  ha  twice  triumphed  almost 
on  the  same  spot.  In  the  proudest  days  of  her  martial  fkme  in  fbr- 
mer  times,  a  great  victory  was  achieved  hy  Edward  the  Black  Prince, 
near  the  same  spot,  where  he  defbaled  the  usurper  of  the  Spanish 
throne,  who  was  also  supported  hy  th^  troops  of  France.  The  Tietories 
of  England  have  often  been  fktal  to  usurpers. 


8  FORTY-SECOND  BEGIMENT. 

tary  talents  of  the  British  Commander^  noUy  supported  as 
he  was  by  his  brave  army. 

On  reaching  Paxp^Iuna,  and  being  refused  adndttanoe, 
such  was  the  pajac  of  the  enemy,  that  they  attempted  to 
force  into  the  garrison  by  scaUng  the  walls,  and  were  only 
preyented  hy  the  guns  bding  turned  upon  them.     This 
caused  so  much  delay,  that  the  rear  of  the  flying  army  was 
in  sight  when  General  Hill^s  division  approached.    His  piur- 
suit  in  that  direction  was  momentarily  checked  by  a  fire 
from  tbe  town ;  but,  leaving  this  fortress  to  its  fate,  he 
pushed  through  t^e  Pyrenees,  driving  the  French  from  one 
posicioa  to  another  till  the  7th  of  July,  when  he  reached  and 
took  post  on  the  summit  of  the  Pass  of  Mayor,  <^  those  lofty 
heights,  which,^  as  the  French  general  indignantly  lament- 
ed, ^^  enabled  him  proudly  to  survey  their  fertile  vallies.^  * 
While  the  right  was  so  well  employed.  General  Graham 
made  a  movement  to  the  left  to  intercept  General  Foy, 
then  on  his  march  to  join  Jourdan ;  but,  when  the  latter 
heaild  of  the  defeat  of  the  French  army,  he  hastily  letired. 
Attanpting  to  make  a  stand  at  Tolosa,  he  was  quick- 
ly driven  from  thence,  and  pursued  beyond  the  Spanish 
boundaries.     This  part  of  the  north  of  Spain  being  now 
cleared  of  the  enemy,  with  the  exception  of  Pampluna  and 
San  Sebastian,  it  was  resolved  to  blockade  the  former,  and 
lay  fliege  to  the  latter.     The  latter  part  of  this  service  was 
entrusted  to  Goieral  Graham. 

San  Sebastian  being  next  in  strength  to  Gibraltar,  and 
the  key  of  one  of  the  entrances  into  France^  no  exertion  had 
been  qpared  to  put  it  in  the  best  possible  state  of  de- 
fence., "f* 

*  SouH'f  prodtmatioD. 

t  SaD  Sebastian  mm  formerly  one  of  the  finest  citiesin  Spain,  and 
is  titoated  on  a  peninsula,  ranning  nearly  east  and  west,  having  its 
northern  side  washed  by  the  river  Urumea,  and  the  southern  by  the 
sea,  and  being  about  a  league  distant  from  Passages.  When  besieged, 
the  defences  of  the  place  were  very  formidable.  On  the  line  that 
crosses  the  isthmus  at  right  angfes  had  been  constructed  a  double  line 
of  works,  consisting  of  the  usual  counterscarp,  covered  way,  and  glacis, 
while  those  erected  alqpg  the  peninsulii,  in  a  longitudinal  direction. 
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On  the  I4th  of  July  the  battenes  opened  on  the  convent 
of  St  Bartolomeo,  and  on  the  17th  thoa  strong  hold,  though 
fortified  with  a  protecting  work,  and  a  si^eep  hill  on  its  left 
flank,  was  so  nearly -destroyed,  that  General  Graham  ordered 
both  to  be  stormed.  This  attack  was  made  bj  the  division 
under  General  Oswald,  and  executed  with  such  determina- 
tion and  vigour,  that  a  strong  body  of  men  who  defended  the 
posts  could  not  withstand  the  impetuonty  of  our  troops^  who 
got  possession  of  both.  On  the  25th  two  breaches  being  luip- 
posed  practicable,  they  were  assaulted  by  a  party  of  2000 
men.  They  advanced  with  their  usual  resolution,  but,  af- 
ter an  obstinate  contest  against  a  numerous  enemy,  the 
troops  were  obliged  to  be  recalled,  having  sustained  a  very 
severe  loss ;  and,  as  other  /events  called  away  the  attention 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  siege  was  for  the  present 
suspended. 

Marshal  Soult,  who  had  been  recently  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  French^  having  collected  an  army  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Pyrenees,  was  now  ready  to  advance  and 
attempt  to  force  the  positions  occupied  by  the  allies.  These 
positions  were,  by  nature,  almost  impregnable ;  each  form- 
ed a  strong  hold  of  itself  either  on  an  elevated'  hill,  or  as 
commanding  a  pass  or  ravine.  But  it  was  necessary  to  oc- 
cupy a  great  extent  of  country,  containing  a  range  of  bold 

filmed  only  a  nngie  line,  snd  were  bnilt  without  any  ooyer^  ftmn  s 
calculatxoii  that  ihe  water  in  front  would  render  them  inaccessible. 
The  error  of  this  cslcolatlon  is  the  more  unaccountablej  as  the  Ununea, 
ibr  some  hours  both  befbre  and  aiter  low  water,  is  fordable,  and  the 
tide  ebbs  so  mueh  that  there  is  a  lai^je  space  left  dry  along  the  left 
bank  of  the  riTer,  so  that  troops  can  march  to  the  very  ibot  of  the 
walL  With  regard  to  the  northern  line  of  defence,  it  is  quite  exposed, 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  to  a  range  of  hills  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
rirer,  at  the  distance  of  600  or  700  yards  from  the  works.  In  1701, 
Marshal  the  Duke  of  Berwick  breached  the  town  wall  from  these 
heights,  while  he  pushed  his  approaches  along  the  neck  of  land,  and 
fimned  a  lodgment  in.  the  covered  way.  The  town  surrendered  by 
capitulation,  and  the  gofemor,  with  the  garrison,  retired  into  the 
castle. 
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and  precipitous  mountains,  intersected  in  every  direction, 
but  more  particular!/  from  pordi  to  south,  by  deep  passes, 
ravines,  and  vallies,  which,  in  a  confined  space,  afforded  the 
best  means  of  defence.  But  a  distance  of  sixty  miles  now 
intervened  l^etween  San  Sebastian  on  the  left,  and  the  out- 
ward post  on  the  right  of  the  allied  army  at  Roncesvalles. 
To  command  every  pass,  therefore,  was  impossible ;  some 
must  either  be  left  open  to  the  entrance  of  an  enemy,  or  so 
weakly  guarded,  that  Soult  might  force  through,  and  turn* 
ing  the  flank  of  one  position,  get  in  rear  of  another,  and 
thu;^  endanger  the  whole. 

These  mountains  had,  in  former  times,  been  the  scenes  of 
many  desperate  rencounters,  and  the  grave  of  many  a  va- 
Kant  knight.  The  valley  of  Roncesvalles,  now  the  stadon 
of  Brigadier-General  Byng^s  brigade^  had  been  celebrated 
in  many  a  heroic  ballad  and  romance,  as  the  field  of  battle 
in  which  Charlemagne  met  his  celebrated  defeat  The 
mountain  passijes  in  the  possession  of  the  allies  were  the  val- 
ley of  Roncesvalles  on  the  right,  occupied  by  Major-General 
Byng^s  brigade,  and  General  Morillo's  division  of  Spanish 
infantry,  and  in  support  of  which  at  Piscarret  was  posted 
Lieutenant-General  Cole^s  division,  with  General  Picton's 
in  reserve  at  Olaque :  Sir  Rowland  Hill,  with  Lieutenant- 
General  William  Stewart^s,  and  Silviera's  Portuguese  divi- 
fflons,  and  the  Spanish  corps  under  the  Condd  de  Amaran, 
occupied  the  valley  of  Bastan,  and  the  Pass  of  Maya:  Briga- 
dier-General Archibald  Campbell's  Portuguese  brigade  was 
detached  to  Los  Alduidos.  The  heights  of  St  Barbara,  the 
town  of  Pera,  and  the  Puerto  de  Echelar,  were  protected  by 
Lord  Dalhousie  and  Baron  Alten's  light  division ;  Briga- 
dier -General  Pack's  being  in  reserve  at  St  Estevan.  Ge- 
neral Longa's  Spanish  division  preserved  the  communication 
between  Lord  Dalhoune  and  General  Graham,  and  the  Con- 
d^  de  Abisbal  blockaded  Pampluna. 

Marshal  Soult  having  collected  a  great  and  numerous 
force,  formed  his  plan  of  operations  for  a  general  attack  on 
the  allied  army.    On  the  «6th  of  July  he  advanced  at  the 
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head  of  upwards  of  86»000  men  against  Roncesvalles,  while 
General  Count  d^Erlon^  with  18,000  men,  advanced  on  the 
Pass  of  Maya.     General  Byng  was  so  Wd  pressed  bj  this 
oYerwhehning  force,  the  numbers  of  whidk  enabled  them  to 
attack  several  parts  of  the  position  at  cmoe,that,  although 
reinforced  by  part  of  the  divisian  of  Sir  Lowry  Cole,  he  was 
obUged,  in  order  to  preserre  his  comnunication,  u>  descend 
from  the  ha^ts  that  oommanded  the  Pass ;  and  thus  situ- 
ated, he  was  attacked  by  Soult,  and  driyen  back  to  the  top  of 
the  mountain ;  while  the  troops  on  the  ridge  of  Arola,  part  of 
Genecal  Cole^s  division,  were  compelled  to  retire,  widi  conr 
ttderable  loss,  and  to  take  up  a.  position  in  the  rear.     This 
they  maintained  till  the  evening,  when  General  Cole,  seeing 
a  superior  force  in  his  front,  and  another  on  his  flank,  ea- 
deavouring  to  get  round  to  his  rear,  retired  as  soon  as  it  be- 
came dark  to  Lizoain,  where  he  was  joined  by  Brigadier- 
General  Campbell,  frcxn  Alduidos.     On  the  26th  General 
Picton  moved  forward  to  support  the  troops  at  Lizoain,  on 
which  place  Soult  advanced  after  mid-day,  when  General 
Picton-  retired,  keeping  up  a  skirmishing  fire  till  he  reach- 
ed a  strong  position,  in  which  he  formed  in  order  of  battle. 

During  these  proceedings.  Count  d'^Erlon  advanced 
against  all  the  narrow  ridges  occupied  by  some  battaUons 
near  the  post  of  Maya,  and  being  superior  in  numbers  to 
those  who  occupied  them,  or  could  be  brought  up  to  their 
support,  he  forced  them  to  give  way ;  but  they  were  prompt- 
ly supported  by  Brigadier-General  Barneses  brigade.  A  se- 
ries of  spirited  acuons  ensued,  the  weight  of  which  fell  up- 
on Major-Generals  Pringle^s  and  Walker^s  brigades,  of 
Lieutenant-Greneral  Sir  William  StewartV  divisiiw*  The 
gallantry  of  the  •SOth  and  8Sd  was  particularly  noticed. 
Nothing  material  occurred  on  the  26th,  but  General  Hill, 
hearing  of  the  retrograde  movements  of  the  troops  from 
Roncesvalles,  reUre4  behind  the  Irurita,  and  there  took  up 
a  strong  position.  On  the  S7th  Sir  T.  Picton  resumed  his 
retreat,  the  troops  meanwhile  .being  much  dejected  at  this 
temporary  reverse  so  soon  after  their  late  successful  achieve^ 
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ments ;  but  the  appearance  of  Lord  Wellington  seemed  to 
act  like  electridtj..     They  hailed  his  presence  as  the  omen 
of  returning  victorvy  and  when  he  gave  orders  to  halt,  and 
prepare  to  meet  the  enemy,  all  was  animation  and  energy. 
He  had  been  with  the  army  before  San  Sebastian  when  he 
heard  of  the  events  on  his  right ;  and,  hastening  to  the 
scene  of  action,  directed  the  troops  in  reserve  to  move  for- 
ward in  support  of  the  divisions  opposed  to  the  enemy. 
General  Picton^s  division  he  formed  on  a  ridge,  on  the  l^t 
bank  of  the  Argua,  and  Greneral  Cole^s  on  high  grounds  be- 
tween that  river  and  the  Lanz.     General  Hill  was  posted 
behind  the  Lizasso,  ready  to  support  the  positions  in  front ; 
but  on  the  arrival  of  Greneral  Pakenham  on  the  28th,  he 
took  post  on  the  left  of  General  Cole,  facing  the  village  of 
Sourarem,  under  a  high  mountain,  on  the  left  of  which 
Soult  had  formed  his  army ;  but,  before  the  ground  had 
been  fully  occupied  by  the  British  divisioils,  they  were  vi* 
gorously  attacked  by  the  enemy  from  the  village.     After  a 
short  but  severe  contest,  Soult  was  driven  back  with  im- 
mense loss. 

Disappointed  in  this  attempt,  Soult  brought  forward  a 
strong  column,  and  advanced  up  the  hill  against  the  centre 
of  the  allies,  on  the  left  of  General  Cole^s  line.  Of  this 
post  the  French  obtained  a  temporary  possession,  but  the 
Fusileers  running  up,  drove  them  back  with  the  bayonet. 
They  returned  to  the  charge,  but  were  again  quickly  re- 
pulsed. Another  attack  was  made  on  the  right  of  the  cen- 
tre, where  a  Spanish  brigade,  supported  by  the  40th  regi- 
ment,, was  posted.  The  former  gave  way,  but  the  40th 
drove  the  enemy  down  the  hill  again  with  great  loss. 

It  was  now  a  general  battle  along  the  whole  line,  which  was 
completely  covered  by  the  sharpdiooters  of  the  enemy.  Un- 
der this  cover  he  pushed  finrward  strong  bodies,  which  were 
uniformly  repuls^ ;  the  defeat  on  ei^^ry  successive  attack 
being  attended  with  more  loss  than  on  the  preceding.  The 
contest  was  principally  ca^ed  on  by  the  bayonet :  the  7th, 
20th,  98d,  and  48th,  charged  four  times.     On  one  occasion 
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a  part  of  the  48th  charged  in  front,  while  the  other  charged 
in  flank. 

On  the  following  day  Lord  Dalhooisie^s  division  from  the 
left  rdnforoed  the  centre.     This  induced  Soult  to  withdraw 
a  body  of  troops  from  his  strong  position  in  front  of  the 
right  of  the  British,  trusting  that,  from  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  the  remainder  would  be  able^to  mnuitain  them- 
selves  against  any  force  that  might  be  brought  to  oppose 
themj  and  to  attempt  to  turn  the  left  of  the  position.    His 
hopes  of  success  fi^m  this  movement  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  ve>y  confident,  as  he  had  previously  ordered  his  artil- 
lery back  to  France ;  a  pretty  conclusive  proof  of  the  im- 
pression made  upon  him  by  the  preceding  actions.     Lord 
Wellington,  instantly  avcdling  himself  of  this  reduction  of 
force  in  his  front,  determined  to  attempt  the  position,  al- 
though apparently  almost  impregnable.     On  the  morning, 
therefore,  of  the  80th,  Lord  Onlhousie  made  an  admirably 
conducted  attack  on  the  heights  on  the  right,  which  was 
executed  with  much  gallantry  by  Brigadier-.*General  Inglis^s 
brigade.      During  this  operation.  Sir  T.  Picton  succeeded  « 
in  turning  their  left,  while  General  Pakenham,  at  the  same 
time,  drove  .them  from  the  village  of  Ostiz.      Amidst  such 
a  series  of  arduous  and  successful  attempts,  an  attack  in 
fix>nt  was  made  by  General  Cole^s  division,  upon  which  the 
enemy  abandoned  ^^  a  position  whidi  is  one  of  the  strongest 
and  most  difficult  of  access  that  I  have  yet  seen  occupied 
by  troops,"***  and  were  pursued  beyond  Olaque,   in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  Sir  R.  Hill  had  been  hotly  engag- 
ed during  the  whole  day,  and  had  tepulsed  every  attack 
made  by  Count  d^Erlon,  and  the  troops  sent  by  Soult  for 
the  purpose  of  driving  him  back  on  Pampluna.     In  conse* 
quence  of  this  success,  the  General  took  possession  of  the 
heights  of  Eguarrusi  which  enabled  him  to  set  all  the  efforts 
of  the  enemy  at  defiance. 
On  the  night  of  the  Slst  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  re- 

*  Lord  Wellnigton's  Dispntclies. 
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UMledy  letmng  a  strong  body  posted  on  a  mountain^  at  the 
Pass  of  Donna  Maria,  from  which  they  were  next  day  dis- 
h>dged :  Lord  Dalhousie  on  the  one  side,  and  Sir  R.  Hill 
on  the  other,  ascended  the  hills,  and  General  Barneses  bri- 
gade of  the  5OA9  71st,  and  Gbxdon  Highlanders,  whose 
gallantry  hadbeenso  often  OHispicuous,  pushed  up  a  steep  as- 
cent, in  defimce  of^l  resistance,  and  against  double  its  num« 
ber.  The  enemy,  however  favoured  by  the  natural  strength 
of  the  country,  could  not  withstand  such  resolute  and  un- 
daunted movements,  and  were  forced  back  at  all  points. 

In  this  manner  position  after  position  was  successfully 
turned  in  flank,  or  taken  m  front,  at  the  point  of  the  bayo- 
us so  that,  on  the  Sd  of  August,  the  allies  occupied  the 
same  pontion  which  they  did  on'  the  S5th  of  July,  when 
Soult  conunenced  those  operations  which  were  to  retrieve 
the  disgrace  of  Vittoria,  and  to  conclude  with  driving  the 
alties  from  Spain* 

In  this  important,  complicated,  and  lengthened  engage- 
ment of  so  many  days,  on  ground  the  most  difficult,  and  in 
some  phices  almost  impassable,  so  that,  on  several  occasions, 
it  was  necessary  to  dimb  precipices  to  tjxe  point  of  attack, 
during  which  the  men  were  fully  exposed  to  the  shot  of  their 
opponents  above,  succes8,*with  a  comparatively  moderate  loss, 
was  certainly  the  more  honourable.  * 

On  this  occasion  the  42d  and  79th  Highlanders  did  not  be- 
k>ng  to  those  brigades  whose  good  fortune  it  was  to  be  more 
actively  engaged,  but  the  Gordon  Highlanders,  who  had 
more  than  once  to  attack  and  oppose  the  enemy,  fully  sup- 
ported their  former  diaracter.  Unfortunately  it  was  not  my 
lot  to  serve  with  this  army,  and  consequently  I  have  not  been 
able  to  procure  any  particular  information,  or  to  learn  any 
characteristic  anecdotes  of  the  Highland  regiments,  either  as 
a  body,  or  as  individuals.  Such  an  illustration  would  be 
interesting,  as  tending  to  show  the  character  and  habits  of 
Highland  soldiers  as  contrasted  with  those  of  former  times. 

*  See  the  amount  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  Appendix. 
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Tlie  aiege  of  San  Sebastian,  which  had  been  susp^ided  . 
on  the  advance  of  Soult,  was  now  Tesuioed  on  his  discomfi- 
ture) and  pressed  with  much  ardoui,  A  continued  fire 
from  ei^ty  pieces  of  cann<m  was  opened.  The  enemy 
withstood  this  with  a  courage  and  persev^nince  the  xaxxe 
commendable,  as  the  late  defeat  of  their  friend  left  them 
but  small  hopes  of  succour.  On  the  morning  cC  the  Slst 
of  August,  A  practicable  breach  having  been  nude,  tlie 
troops  advanced  to  the  assault.  Notwithstanding  tke  e& 
tent  of  the  breach,  there  was  but  one  point  whei«  it  was 
possiUe  to  enter,  and  this  only  by  angle  files.  All  the  in- 
side of  the  wall  to  the  right  of  the  curtain  formed  a  perpeor 
dicukr  scarp  of  twenty  feet  Every  thing  that  the  most 
determined  bravery  could  attempt  was  'repeatedly  tried  in 
vain  by  the  troops,  who  were  brought  forward  in  succes- 
sion from  the  trenches,  but  each  time,  on  attaining  the  smoor 
mit,  a  heavy  fire  from  the  entrenched  ruins  within  destroy- 
ed all  who  offered  to  remain,  and  ^^  No  man  outlived  the  at- 
tempt to  gain  the  ridge,^  *  It  was  at  this  critical  mo- 
ment that  General  Graham,  ccmfidtng  in  the  perfection  to 
which  the  artillery  had  been  brought,  and  in  the  unshaken 
steadiness  of  the  troops,  with  admirable  presence  of  mind, 
ordered  the  fire  of  the  artillery  to  be  directed  against  the 
curtain,  so  as  to  pass  a  few  feet  over  the  heads'of  the  troops 
in  the  breach,  who  were  astonished  at  this  fire  from  th^ 
friends.  Playing  with  unparalleled  accuracy,  it  checked 
the  enemy'^s  fire,  and  the  troops  advanced  with  perfect  confi- 
dence under  the  correct  and  undeviating  aim  of  the  guns  in 
their  rear.  After  thei  most  persevering  exertions  for  two 
hours  at  the  breach,  an  explosion  of  ammunition  witliin  the 
ramparts  causbg  some  confusion,  the  assailants  redoubled 
thdr  efforts,  and  the  men  assisted  each  other  over  the  walls 
and  ruins.  But  it  was  not  till  an  hour  afterwards  that  the 
enemy  were  driven  from  the  complicated  works,  which  they 
had  so  resolutely  defoided.     They  retreated  with  great  loss 

*  General  Graham's  Dispatchea. 
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to  the  castle,  leaving  the  town,  a  heap  of  ruins,  in  posses- 
sion of  the  assailants,  who  had  also  to  deplore  the  loss  of 
manj  valuable  lives.  But  a  place  of  such  strength,  and  of 
such  importance  to  the  fiiture  operations  of  either  party, 
and  so  defended,  must,  of  course,  be  dearly  purchased. 

Aware  of  the  great  importance  of  this  fortress,  Soult  col- 
leeted  a  force  of  nearly  40,000  men,  and,  with  an  intention 
of  raising  the  siege,  crossed  the  Bidassoa  on  .the  very  day 
when  the  assault  took  place.     This  attempt,  after  reputed 
attacks,  in  which  the  brigades  of  Generals  Inglis  and  Ross, 
and  a  division  of  the  Spanish  army,  were  actively  engaged, 
had  been  as  unsuccessful  as  the  former.    The  conduct  of  the 
Sjpaniards  at  the  post  of  St  Marcial,  the  defence  of  which  had 
been  entrusted  to  th^m,  was  particularly  noticed  ^'  as  being 
equal  to  that  of  any  troops  which  the  Commander-in-Chief 
had  ever  seen  engaged.^  ♦      Thus  the  French  saw  them- 
selves beaten  by  the  Spanish  soldiers,  wh<9m  they  had  for- 
merly accustomed  themselves  to  despise ;  and  their  humilia- 
tion at  this  defeat  must  have  been  rendered  more  acute  by 
the  recollection  of  those  times  when  a  French  army  believ- 
ed that  Bji  advance  to  battle  was  a  prelude  to  certain  vic- 
tory, often  obtained  on  too  easy  terms.     As  nothing  in- 
spires a  man  with  greater  courage  than  the  belief  thAt  there 
is  no  danger  or  hazard  of  victory,  so  nothing  cools  an  ad- 
vance, or  breaks  the  resolution  of  troops,  soonet  than  the 
presentiment  of  defeat  on  any  rencounter  with  an  enemy. 
Not  that  the  French  evinced  a  loss  of  energy,  or  a  want  of 
deteimination  to  fight,  however  unsuccessful  they  might 
be.      Their   gallantry,  under  discouraging  reverses,   was 
proved  at  San  Sebastian,  as  well  as  by  the  loss  the  allies 
sustained,  amounting  to  more  than  SOOO  men  in  killed  and 
wounded. 

On  the  7th  of  October  Lord  Wellington  entered  France, 
cros^ng  the  Bidassoa,  at  low  water,  near  its  mouth.  Gene- 
ral Graham,  with  a  combined  force  of  British  and  Portu- 


•  ri 


General  Orders. 


CONDUCT  IM  THE  PEKINSULA.  1?  • 

gueae,  attacked  apd  oarried  the  eivtienchments  of  Andayo, 
which  wei«  gallantly  defended  by  the  enemy.  General  Don 
Manuel  Freyre,  with  a  G^ianiBh  division,  crossed  higher  up, 
and  drove  Uie  enemy  fix>m  their  works.  General  Alten, 
with  the  light  division^  encountered  more  difficulty ,  but  was 
equally  successful.  He  drove  the  enemy  from  a  succesaon 
of  redoubts,  raised*  one  over  the  other,  on  steep  and<Micult 
aacents.  General  Griron^s  dividon  of  Spanish  troops  at- 
tacked and  earned  the  lower  part  of  the  niountain  La 
Bhune,  faut  on  their  subsequent  attempt  to  ascend  to  the 
second  positicm,  they  found  the  obstructions  insurmount* 
able.  However,  on  the  following  morning,  the  attack  was 
renevFed  on  the  right  of  the  enemy's  position,  when  they  with- 
drew and  left  it  to  be  oocuped  by  the  Spaniards.  All  these 
operations  were  ciccorapiished  with  the  usual  spirit  d  the 
assailants ;  the  9th  regiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  John 
Cameron,  which  met  with  more  opposition  than  any  other, 
was  particularly  distinguished,  as  were  likewise  the  6Sd,  the 
96th,  and  the  1st  and  2d  Ca^adores. 

Craneral  Graham  having  thus  established  thef  army  witb^ 
in  the  Fuench  territories,  he  resigned  his  command  to  the 
Honourable  Lieutenaat-General  Sir  John  Hope,  now  ap- 
pointed second  in  oonmand. 

On  the  Slst  of  October  Pampluna  surrendered  after  a 
bloekada  of  four  months.  This  aequisition  rendered  the 
whole  of  the  allied  force  disposable;  and  as  the  weather  had 
now4»ecome  very  severe  on  the  high  ridges  of  the  Pyrenees, 
Ijord  Wellingtoa  lost  no  lime  in  commencing  operations, 
and  carrying  the  war  into  France.  After  the  battle  of  the 
Pyrenees,  the  Frenda  had  occupied  a  position,  with  their 
right  upon  the  sea,  at*  a  short  distance  from  St  Jean  de  Luz, 
tJtmr  centre  on  a  village  in  Sare,  and  on  the  heights  behind 
it.  With  thdr  left  resting  on  a  strong  height  in  the  rear  of 
Aiiriioe. 

The  whole  of  this  naturally  strong  pomtion,  eipecially 
their  right,  they  had  fortified  with  the  greatest  care.  Heavy 
fiedls  of  snow  and  rain  obliged  Lord  Welfington  to  defer, 
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till  the  10th  of  November,  his  attempt  to  force  the  enemy's 
centre,  and  establish  the  allied  army  in  rear  of  their  right. 
The  attack  was  to  be  made  in  columns  of  divisions.  Sir 
Rowland  HiU,  irith  Sir  William  Stewart's,  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton's,  Sir  John  Hamilton's  Portuguese,  and  General  Mo- 
rilla's  Spanish  divisions,  formed  the  right ;  the  centre,  un- 
der Marshal  Beresford,  consisted  of  Sir  Thomas  Picton's, 
(in  his  absence,  commanded  by  General  ColviUe,)  Sir  L. 
Cole's  and  Lord  Dalhousie's  divisions,  (commanded  in  his 
absence  by  General  Le  Cor,)  Baron  Alten's  light  division, 
and  the  Spanish  reserve  under  Generals  Giron  and  Freyre; 
the  left,  commanded  by  Sir  John  Hope,  oonnsted  of  Major 
Generals  Howard's  and  Oswald's,  Brigadier-Grenerals  Wil- 
son's and  Bradford's  Portuguese  brigades,  and  Lord  Ayl- 
mer's  independent  British  brigade;— the  whole  amounting 
to  more  than  85,000  men. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  allies  moved  forward  to 
the  enemy's  lines.  General  Hill  marched  against  the  left, 
while  Marshal  Beresford  was  to  attack  the  centre,  support- 
ed on  his  left  by  the  Spanish  division  of  Greneral  Giron ; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  light  division  and  Greneral 
Longa'fr  were  to  attack  La  Petite  Rhune.  General  Hope 
was  directed  to  move  against  all  the  lines  from  the  centre  to 
the  sea. 

General  Cole's  diviuon  conunenoed  the  operations ;  and, 
after  a  short  but  hot  cannonade  against  the  principal  re- 
doubt in  front  of  Sare,  the  troops  advanced  with  such  expe- 
dition, that  several  of  the  enemy  were  taken  in  the  redoubt 
before  it  could  be  evacuated.  That  on  the  left  being  also 
evacuated  in  the  same  haste  on  the  approach  of  Greneral  Le 
Cor,  General  Cole's  division  then  attacked  and  took  posses- 
sion of  the  village,  which  had  already  been  turned  on  the 
ri^t  by  Generals  Colville's  and  Le  Cor's  divisions,  and  on 
the  left  by  General  Giron.  General  Alten,  with  the  light 
division,  was  equally  successful  ag^st  La  Pedte  Rhune. 
The  ^hole  then  united,  and  formed  a  joint  attack  on  the 
enemy's  principal  position  behind  the  village.     Generals 
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Colville^s  and  Le  Cor's  divisions  carried  the  redoubt  on  the 
left  of  the  enemy^s  centre.  The  light  division,  at  the  same 
time,  advanced  from  La  Petite  Rhune  \o  attack  the  works 
in  thdr  front  In  this  duty  they  met  with  tome  difficulties, 
which  were  quickly  overcome  by  a  spirited  a&vance  of  the 
SSd,  headed  by  Colonel  Colbome.  This  piiiiit  could 
only  be  attacked  in  front*  ovar  a  low  neck  of  Und,  ex- 
posed to  the  fire  of  two  flanking  batteries.  This  neck  the 
regiment  crossed  by  a  very  rc^id  movement ;  and,  when 
they  had  passed  the  defile,  rushed  up  the  hill  with  such  im- 
petuority,  that  the  enemy  did  not  wait  the  dhock,  but  re* 
tired  with  great  expedition. 

General  Hill  attacked,  in  diviaons,  the  heights  of  Ain* 
hoe :  General  Clinton^s  division  leading,  and  marching  on 
the  left  of  five  redoubts,  forded  the  Nivelle,  the  banks  of 
which  were  steep  and  difficult,  and  attacked  the  troops  in  front 
of  the  works.  These  were  quickly  driven  back  with  loss ; 
and.  General  Hamilton  joining  in  the  attack  on  the  other 
redoubt,  the  enemy  could  not  withstand  this  combined  force, 
and  hastily  retired.  The  picquets  in  front  of  Ainhoe  were 
driven  in  by  General  Pringle^s  brigade  of  General  Stewart'*s 
division,  while  General  Byng^s  brigade  attacked  and  drove 
the  enemy  from  the  entrenchments,  and  a  redoubt  farther  to 
the  left 

Every  movement  was  thus  completely  successful,  and 
firmly  established  the  allies  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ni- 
velle. Farther  efforts,  however,  were  still  necessary,  as  the 
troops  driven  from  the  enemy'*s  centre  were  concentrating 
above  the  heights  of  Saint  P^.  But  Generals  Colvtlle**s 
and  Le  Ccn-^s  divisions,  improving  the  advantages  alieady 
acquired,  crossed  the  river  below  the  village,  dislodged  the 
enemy  from  the  heigh'ts,  and  established  themselte6  on  the 
position  beyond  them.  ITie  day  was,  however,  too  far  advan- 
ced to  make  any  farther  movements ;  and  the  enemy,  taking 
advantage  of  the  night,  abandoned  all  their  positions  and 
works  in  front  of  St  Jean  de  Luz,  and- retired  upon  Bidart, 
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destroying  all  the  Inridges  on  the  homer  Nirelle.  These 
measures  of  the  allies  were  to  have  been  followed  up  next 
morning ;  but  the  excessive  rains,  and  the  destmction  of 
the  bridges,  rendering  a  rapid  progress  imposable,  the  ene* 
my  gained  the  entrenched  camp  at  Bayonne,  leaving  in  the 
hands  of  the  victors  51  {ueees  of  artillery  and  1500  priscm* 
&rs,  with  a  proportional  number  of  killed  and  wounded. 
And  thus  was  concluded  a  second  and  successful  series  of 
complicated  movements,  in  opposition  to  so  masterly  and 
experienced  a  tactician  as  Marshal  Soiilt,  stationed  on 
ground  certainly  much  inferior  in  natural  strength  to  the 
stupendous  and  intricate  passes  and  mountains  of  the  Py- 
renees, but  still  possesftng  many  natural  advantages,  chosen 
by  himself,  and  carefully  strengthened  and  fortified  by  his 
army,  during  a  space  of  more  than  three  months. 

Looking  to  the  number  of  troops  engaged,  and  the  length 
of  the  contest,  the  strength  and  extent  of  the  enemy^s  po* 
sition,  the  judgment  with  which  it  had  been  taken  up,  and 
th^  labour  and  expence  with  which  it  had  been  fortified,-— 
the  moderate  loss  *  of  the  assailants  may  in  some  measure 
be  accounted  for  by  the  diminished  spirit  of  the  French, 
and  by  the  increased  ardour  of  thfe  allies,  who  saw  them- 
selves victorious  in  every  rencounter,  and  whose  confidence 
in  their  Commander  afibrded  every  hope  of  a  continuance 
of  the  same  victorious  careen 

The  enemy,  ha;ving  been  thus  driven  from  all  his  posts 
on  the  Nivelle  in  a  manner  so  honourable  to  his  opponents, 
placed  his  army  within  an  entrenched  camp,  close  to 
Bayonne*  The  allied  troops  were  cantoned  between  the 
Nivelle  and  the  sea,  and  occupied  in  preparations  to  dis- 
lodge Marshal  Soult  from  his  new  position.  Incessant 
mns,  from  the  middle  till  the  end  of  November,  put  a  total 
stop,  during  thar  ^continuance,  to  all  active  movements. 
On  the  beginning  of  December  Lord  Wellington  directed 

^  The  k)ti  will  be  spen  in  the  Appendix. 
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bridges  to  be  Gonstructecl  over  the  Nive,  and  on  the  8th  com- 
menced his  <qperation8  for  the  passage  of  that  tirery  with  a 
view  to  make  a  moYement  to  the  right,  aad  thereby  to  threat- 
en the  enony^s  r^ar,  for  the  purpose  o£  taducing  his  anta- 
gonist to  abandon  his  present  position,  wfaath  was  deemed 
loo  strong  for  any  direct  attack.     These  moTeoients  led  to 
a  aeries  of  desperate  contests,  the  result  of  which  fully  real- 
ised the  views  of  the  Commander  of  the  allies.    On  the 
9th  the  army  moved  forwards    General  Hope  met  with 
SB^l  opposition,  smd  General  Hill  encountered  as  little  in 
eiossing  the  Nive  by  the  fbtd  of  Clunbo.    The  enemy  re- 
tired in  great  haste  to  avoid  being  intercepted  by  General 
CUnton*s  divioon,  which  had  crossed  iat  Ustariz,  ailid  assem- 
bled in  oondderable  force  at  ViUe  Frtoche,  but  were  driven 
from  thence  by  the  light  infantry  and  two  t*6i'tuguese  re^- 
ments,  under  Colonels  Douglas  and  Browne.     On  the  fol* 
louring  day  Sir  Rowland  Hill^a  divirion  was  established, 
with  his  left  on  this  position,  and  his  right  on  the  Adour* 
The  communication  between  B/ty^me  and  St  Jean  Pied  de 
Fort  being  thus  cut  off,  the  troops  at  the  latter  place  were 
compelled  to  fiali  back  on  St  Palais.     On  the  morning  of 
the  10tb>  Soult,  leaving  a  ibrce  to  keep  Greneral  Hill  in 
check,  quitted  bis-entrenched  camp,  made  a  furious  at^ 
tack  on  the  light  division  of  Sir  John  Hope's  wing,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  forcing  back  the  outposts*'  The  enemy  establish- 
ed themselves  on  a  ridge  between  the  corps  of  Baron  Alten 
and  Major-General  Andrew  Hay^s  fifth  divieaon ;  and,  tiun- 
ing  upon  the  latter  with  a  vigour  that  required  no  common 
fiminesB  to  resist,  they  were,  after  a  severe  struggle,  repul- 
sed by  Brigadi^-General  Robinson's  brigade  of  the  fifth  di- 
Tision  and  Brigadier-General  Archibald  CampbelPs  Portu- 
guese brigade.    Afl  the  troops  engaged  particularly  distin- 
guished themselves.    The  9th  regiment,  under  Colonel  Ca- 
meron, already  so  often  aiid  so  honourably  mentioned,  had 
now  smother  opportunity  of  showing  how  well  they  could  use 
the  bayonet,  and  what  a  powerful  arm  it  was  in  their  hands. 
Undismayed  by  these  repulses,  the  enemy  renewed  the 
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attack  about  three  o^clock,  but  were  again  unsuccessful. 
Tk^s  passed  the  day,  and  in  the  course  of  the  night  Soult 
Qiade  dispositions  to  attack  the  light  division  at  Arcangues. 
But  Sir  John  Hope,  perceiving  his  intention,  and  ready  to 
meet  every  changeof  position,  moved  towards  the  threatened 
point.  His  opponent,  equally  on  the  alert,  again  changed 
bis  dispositionfi  to  the  left,  and  here  also  he  was  as  quickly 
met  by  General  Hope.  In  this  manner  passed  the  first 
part  ci  the  night  between  two  masters  of  their  profession, 
each  watching,  with  intense  anxiety,  the  movements  of  the 
other,  And  possessbg  that  acute  ^scemment  necessary  to 
fviul  himself  of  any  mistake  committed  by  his  opponent 

The  following  day  passed  in  partial  sldrmishhig  with  the 
outposts,  and  on  the  ISth  the  enemy  renewed  the  attack  on 
the  left,  but  with  equally  bad  success.  During  the  night  of 
the  12th,  however,  he  determined  on  an  entire  change  in 
the  plan  of  his  operations,  drew  his  army  through  Ba^- 
yoane|  wd,  pn  the  morning  of  the  ISth,  made  a  power- 
ful effort,  with  80,000  men,  to  pieree  through  between- the 
centre  aqd  right  of  this  British  position.  Advancing 
with  equal  vigour  and  celerity,  he  would  probably  have  suc- 
ceedjed  i^  the  attempt,  had  not  General  Hill,  with  that 
|MX>mpt  decision  of  which  we  have  seen  so  many  instances, 
ordered  the  troops  on  the  flanks  to  support  the  oentre. 
This  opportune  aid  arrived  at  the  mmnent  when,  without 
^uch  assbtance,  this  immense  body  would  have  forced 
throitgfa.  The  enemy  were  now  repulsed  with  great  loss, 
and  retreated  with  such  expedition,  that  they  were  out  of 
reach  before  the  arrival  of  the  sixth  division,  which  had 
been  ordered  up  to  support  General  Hill.  The  weight  of 
this  attack  was  sustained  by  General  Barneses  brigade  and 
'the  Fortugi^ese  brigade  of  Creneral  Ashworth,  stationed  on 
the  road  to  St  J^an  Pied  de  Port.  The  result  fully  evinced 
the  spirit  with  which  the  attack  had  been  repelled.  ^ 

•  The  79lh  distinguished  themselves  here :  the  number  killed  by 
their  fire  on  this  occasion^  In  a  small  space,  was  one  of  the  remarkable 
circumstapccB  of  the  war. 
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During  this  affair  Greneral  Byng^s,  supported  by  Ge- 
neral Buchan's  Portuguese  brigade^  carried  an  important 
height,  from  which  the  enemy  made  several  ineffectual  at- 
tempts to  dislodge  them;  but,  being  unsuccessful  at  all 
points,  they  at  length  retired  to  their  entrenchments.  Ge- 
neral Hiirs  dividpn  followed,  and  took  up  a  parallel  posi- 
tion. 

The  winter  had  now  set  in  with  unusual  inclemei^y,  and 
a  succession  of  violent  rains  had  so  swelled  all  the  rivers,  and 
destroyed  the  roads,  that  ulterior  movements  were  for  a 
short  time  impracticable.  This  interruption  of  active  war- 
fare allowed  Marshal  Soult  time  to  strengdien  his  position 
in  iroat  of  Bayonne.  About  the  middle  of  February  1814, 
the  weather  becoming  more  favourable,  Lord  Wdlington 
lostno  timein  oommendnga  series  of  movements  calculated  to 
force  Soult  to  draw  his  troops  from  their  strong  position,  or 
allow  the  allies  free  entrance  into  the  heart  of  France,  and 
thereby  cut  off  his  communication  with  that  coimtiy.  The 
first  operation  was  to  drive  back  the  French  from  the  vicinity 
of  St  Palais.  After  a  series  of  movements,  Lord  Wellington 
succeeded  in  getting  the  c<»nmand  of  the  Adour,  down 
which  the  enemy  received  their  supplies  from  tKe  interior. 
Being  deprived  of  this  resource,  Soult  was  obliged  to  with- 
draw from  Bayonne ;  and,  leaving  a  strong  garrison  for  its 
defence,  he  marched  with  the  main  body  in  Uie  direction  of 
Daxe* 

,  Sir  John  Hope  was  left  to  blockade  Bayonne ;  and,  on 
th^  24th  of  February,  the  right  and  centre  of  the  anny 
nouide  a  general  movement,  the  former  crossing  the  Gave 
d^  Oleron  at  the  post  of  Villeneuue,  and  the  latter  between 
Montford  and  Laas,  all  without  opposition,  and  marched  for- 
ward on  the  85th  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  a  position  on 
the  Gave  de  Pau  at  Orth^  Between  the  two  extreme  points 
of  this  position  ran  a  chain  of  heights  receding  in  a  line 
bending  inwards,  the  tentre.  of  which  was  so  retired  as  to 
be  protected  by  the  guns  of  both  wings.  In  this  strong  post 
Soult  was  supported  by  the  town  apd  the  river  on  the  left ; 
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his  right  rested  on  a  eommaiicliiig  height  in  rear  of  the  Til- 
lage of  St  Bois ;  while  the  oentise,  acoommodating  itself  to 
the  incurvation  of  the  chain  of  h^ghts,  described  a  horizon- 
tal reversed  segment  of  a  cirde,  protected^  as  has  been  al«- 
ready  stated,  b/  the  strong  position  of  both  wings* 

Against  this  advantageous  post  the  dispositions  were 
quickly  made.  Marshal  Beresford,  with  Generals  CMs 
and  Walker's  diviuons,  and  with  Colonel  Vivian'^s  brigade 
of  cavalry,  was  ordered  to  attack  and  attempt  to  turn  the 
right ;  Generals  Picton  and  Clinton,  with  General  Cotton'^B 
and  Lord  Edward  Somerset's  brigades  of  caialry,  were  di- 
rected to  attack  the  heights  on  the  left  and  centre^;  General 
Alten,  with  the  light  division  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  two 
columns  of  attack,  wais  to  be  ready  to  suppcxrt  either ;  while 
General  Hill  was  to  cross  the  Gave,  two  miles  above  Orthes, 
and  to  attack  the  left  ilank  and  rear  of  the  position.  Mar- 
shal Beresford  attacked  and  carried  the  village  of  St  Bois, 
after  an  obstinate  resistance.  General  Cole  then  advanced 
f^inst  the  heights  above  the  village ;  but  two  flanking  nt* 
vines  narrowing  the  approach,  only  two  battalions  could  be 
brought  forward  in  line  to  oppose  the  weight  of  the  whole 
force  on  the  heights,  the  troops  being  flanked  also  by  a 
body  of  the  enemy  in  the  ravines,  and  the  guns  on  the 
heights.  Notwithstanding  the  firmness  displayed  by  the 
troops,'  it  was  found  necessary  to  relinquish  Uie  advance  by 
this  direction.  A  new  plan  was  instantly  adopted,  and  a 
joint  attack,  consisting  of  the  troops  of  the  reserve  and 
those  of  the  right,  was  made  vpcfn  the  enemy^s  IsA, 
in  the  expectation  ef  turning  them  in  that  flank.  This 
attack  was  led  by  the  ftSd,  under  Colonel  Colbome,  sup 
ported  on  the  right  by « ^gadier-G^neral  Brisbane  and 
Colonel  Keane^s  brigade,  and,  at  the  same  moment,  by  Ma^ 
jor^Jeneral  Anson  on  the  left ;  while  on  the  right  of  the 
whole.  General  Picton,  with  a  part  of  his  own  division  and 
of  General  Clintou^s,  rushed  forward  almost  at  the  same 
time.  This  shock  was  irresistible :  every  point  was  carried ; 
the  enemy,  however,  retreating  in  a  masterly  manner,  firing 
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tmitedy  tiU  Qeueni  HilU  who  had  by  this  time  crossed  the 
lifer^  advaDoed  upon  their  kft  flank  on  th^  road  from  Orth^ 
loStSe^er.    The  Fi^nch  now  became apfMr^naye  of  being 
en^aelj  intercepted,  and  this  hitherto  well  ocdestd  retreat 
was '  immeduitely  converted  into  a  total  rout,  thdr  troops 
hattennig  away  at  a  running  pace^  fidbwed  by  thiir  pur- 
suers with  the  same  speed.    In  this  manner  the  latter  kept 
op  to  their  rear  at  a  ftdl  trot  for  nearly  three  miles,  tiU  at 
length  the  French  breakings  and  thi^wing  away  their  arms, 
spraad  themselTcs  all  orvr  the  coufttty*    Still,  however^ 
they  were  pursued  to  Sault  de  Navailles,  when  th^re  no 
linger  remained'  even  the  appeoranee  cf  an  army,  every 
dilch,  hedge,  or  obstacle  that  ooiild  impede  thehr  flight, 
being  strewed  wifji  the  dead  and  the  wounded. 

if  the  nature  of  the  country  would  have  allowed  the  ca- 
▼airy  to  act  early  in  the  retreat,  the  greater  part  of  the 
enemy  nnist  have  been  destroyed ;  or,  if  they  had  attempt* 
ed  to  form  and  renst  the  cavalry,  the  delay  ocoasibned  by 
such  a  detem^nadon  would  have  enabled  Cheneral  Hill,  the 
head  of  whose  division  was  nearly  parallel  with  their  rear 
division,  to  get  so  Isr  in  advance  as,  by  a  quick  movement 
to  his  left,  to  take  them  in  flank,  and  thus,  by  checking  thdr 
farther  retreat,  force  them  to  surfendar^  As  it  Was,  their 
loss  was  estimated  at  8000  killed,  wounded,  and  taken.  * 

After  tins  agnal  victory,  the  Frendi  Greneral  had  to  en- 
counter  a  new  and  formidable  enemy  in  the  disaffection  of  a 
part  of  his  troops.  French  soldiers  now,  for  the  first  lime, 
ahandmied  their  standards ;  numbers  of  Aem  went  over  to 
the  allies,  and  others  fled  to  their  different  homes.  But 
no  defeat,  desertion,  or  disaster,  seemed  to  affect  Soult,  who 
oontinued  to  exert  his  great  abilities  with  a  qnrit  and  energy 
undismayed  and  undiminished.  He  grasped  at  every  op- 
portunity of  o{qioang  the  vict<Mrious  and  irresistible  pro- 
gress of  his  opponent    Of  this  determination  he  exhibited 

*  See  AppencKx  Ibr  British  loss. 
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an  early  instance,  and,  on  the  2d  of  March,  made  a  stand  to 
cover  the  ranoval  of  considerable  magarinea  whidi  had 
been  established  at  Aire.    He  posted  'his  men  on  a  strong 
ridge  of  low  hills,  extending  across  the  road,  in  front  of 
that  town,  having  their  right  on  the  Adour.     In  this  posi^ 
tion  they  were  attacked  by  General  HilPs  ooifis.     Sir  Wil- 
liam  Stewart^s  division  attacked  the  right,  and  Geneiral  La 
Costa's  Portuguese  division  the  left.     Both  succeeded  in 
gaining  possession  of  the  ridge ;  but  the  Portuguese  were 
so  shaken  by  the  resistance  they  met  with,  that,  in  the  con- 
fusion, they  could  not  be  re-formed  before  the  enemy  had 
rallied,  and  were  returning  upon  them  in  great  force.    At 
this  moment  Greneral  Stewart,  who  Jbad  comjdeted  his  share 
of  the  duty,  detached  to  their  assistance  General  Barnes, 
with  the  50th,  71st,  and  Gordon  Highlanders.     With  the 
gallantry  w}iich  had  so  often  distinguished  these  corps  un- 
dar  the  same  leader,  they  instantly  drove  the  enemy  from 
the  heights.    Several  despetate  attempts  were  made  to  re- 
trieve what  had  been  lost.     In  these  they  were  r^ulsed  at 
every  point ;  and  being  at  last  draMm  from  the  town,  took 
the  rout  to  Pau.    Numbers  threw  away  their  arms,  and 
fled  with  the  utmost  speed.    The  magazines,  of  course^  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  British. 

This  affair  afforded  additional  evidence  of  the  confidence 
which  had  been  acquired,  and  which  was  increased  by  every 
successive  action.  No  enterprise  during  the  war  had  con- 
tributed more  to  depress  the  spirits  of  the  enemy  than  tha 
storming  of  San  Sebastian.  In  all  the  general  actions,  how- 
ever  disastrous  the  result,  they  had  always  reserved  some 
consolatory  pretext  to  evade  the  acknowledgment  of  defeat 
or  inferiority.  The  General  must  have  committed  some 
mistake,  or  miscalculated  his  manoeuvres ;  the  poation  was 
not  good,  or  the  troops  were  not  judiciously  stajtioned ;  some 
divisions  advanced  too  soon,  others  were  too  late ;  their  an- 
tagonists were  numerous  beyond  all  proportion,  or  some  ac- 
cidental circumstance  had  given  them  an  unexpected  advan- 
tage which  surprised  even  the  victors  themselves,  and  which 
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would  have  certoanly  ended  in  their  defeat,  had  it  ribt  been 
for  one  or  other  of  such  causes  as  have  been  enumerated. 
Thus  ingeniously  did  these  sanguine  and  brave  troops  labour 
to  find  out  reasons  to  cover  and  to  conceal,  eten  from  them- 
selves, the  real  cause  of  their  numerous  compulsory  retreats 
But,  in  such  a  place  'as  Smi  Sebastian,  there  ccndd  be  no 
manoeuvrii^  General  to  commit  mistakes ;  and  the  defences 
were  so  strong,,  and  had  been  so  little  impaired,  that,  even 
with  small  renstance  on  the  part  of  the  befldeged,  a  body  of 
assailants  would  have  required  a  considerable  time  to  force  an 
mtrance.    In  a  fortress  possessing  an  accumulation  of  every 
means  of  defence  that  could  be  well  brought  forward,  widi 
a  brave  and  numerous  garrison,  the  bong  compelled  to  sur- 
render was  an  indication  of  undaunted  resolution,  and  su* 
perior  physical  power,  on  the  part  of  the  assailants,  which  no 
sophistry  could  explam  away.     The  loss  was  indeed  great ; 
but  it  will  be  supplied  and  forgotten,  while  the  impression 
made  by  this  irresistible  attack  will  endure  for  ages,  and 
have  its  influence  in  establishing  the  character,  and  proving 
the  capability  of  British  soldiers.     With^such  qualifica- 
tiona  for  the  most  arduous  of  military  enterprises,  the  assault 
of  a  plaee  of  strength,  we  find  that,  in  the  field,  under  their 
great  commander,  and  opposed  to  the  most  celebrated  of 
the  numerous  and  able  generals  of  the  enemy,  the  French 
wete  driven  from  positicm  to  position  with  great  celerity,  and 
with  a  comparatively  small  loss  to  the  victors.      Out^fiank- 
ed,  checked,  and  turned,  in  a  coqntry  remarkable  for  the 
strength  of  its  military  pontions,  they  found  that  these  de- 
feats, so  crften  repeated,  were  not  effected  by  superiority  ct 
numbers,  but  by  the  admirable  execution  ot^  combined  se- 
ries of  movements,  conceived  and  planned  with  an  acuteness^ 
a  decirion,  and  a  vigour  of  intellect,  that,  with  I»ave  troops 
to  Execute  them,  made  success  a  matter  of  certainty. 

Much  rain  having  lately  fallen,  the  rivers  overflowed  their 
banks,  and  laid  a  considerable  portion  of  the  country  under 
water,  and  the  French,  having  destroyed  the  bridges,  the  ad* 
vance  of  die  army  was  unavoidably  delayed.    By  Soult's  re* 
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treat  onr  Tarbes^  all  the  western  part  of  Gaaoony  had  been  left 
open  to  the  operationfi  of  Lord  Wellington ;  who,  therefore^ 
detached  Marahal  Beresford  and  Lord  Dalhouae^  with  three 
diviftoBBi  to  Beurdeaux^  of  which  city  thej  took  possession 
not  <Hily  withoutoppositioti)  but  amidst  the  enthusiastic  aoda* 
matibns  of  the  inhabitants;  a  circnnistance  very  uncomnuAi 
on  the  entrance  of  a  victorious  army  into  an  enemy's  tsityz 
but  the  truth  seems  to  be,  that  the  pressure  of  Napoleon^s 
despotbm  had  becdme  utterly  intolerable^  and  the  sufferers 
naturally  hailed  the  first  dawnings  of  emancipation^  come 
from  what  quarter  they  might  Besides^  in  Bourdeaux 
and  the  province  of  Gasconyy  th^re  werd  a  great  number  of 
individuals  of  property  and  influence,  sinoereiy  attached  to 
the  loause  of  the  Bourbons. 

Marshal  Beresford,  after  leaving  Lord  Dalhousie  with 
4000  men  kt  Bourdeaux,  was  recalled,  and  Lord  Welling- 
tm,  having  received  a  reinf^m^ement  of  tro(^s  from  SjMun, 
and  regimental  detachments  of  men  fnmi  England,  and  of 
men  who  had  recovered  from  the  hosfMtalsy  immediately  put 
the  army  in  motion.  The  right  column  advanced  oa  Vioq 
Kgorre,  by  Lembege,  and  the  centre  through  Manbouiget 
At  Vicq  the  enemy,  with  two  divisions,  attempted  (o  make  a 
stand,  but  were  soon  dislodged  by  General  FicUHi,  with  the 
third  division,  and  driven  beyond  Tarbes^  where  Soult  ocm- 
centrated  his  whole  force,  with  a  seeming  intention  of  disr 
puting  the  farther  progress  of  the  allies  ;  placing  his  left 
at  Tarbes,  and  extending  his  right  towards  Rabastens.  On 
the  SOth  Grenerals  Hill  and  Picton  moved  forward  on  the 
enemy^s  front  at  Tarbes^  while  General  Clinton^  with  the 
6th  division,  crossed  the  Adour  to^  turn  his  right  at  Babas* 
iens^  General  Attends  light  division  being  destined  »to  at. 
tack  the  heights  above  Orleix.  These  com.bined  move- 
ments succeeded  in  the  most  perfect  manner.  But  no  soon* 
et  had  the  British  driven  the  enemy  from  the  heights  which 
they  occupied,  than  a  second  line  was  seen  drawn  up  on  two 
hills  Running  parallel  to  those  in  front  This  commanding 
position  being  reinforced  by  Uic  troops  driven  from  that  in 
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advance,  it  was  found  to  be  too  formidable  to  lie  attacked  in 
front,  without  a  great  sacrifice  of  men,  and  before  the  ne- 
cessary  moTements  for  taking  it  in  flank  oould  be  completed, 
the  night  clofted  in,  and  Soult,  unwilling  to  risk  another 
cngagenient,  took  advantage  c^  the  darkness,  and  moved 
off  towards  Tonkmse,  whither  he  was,  next  monung,  fid- 
lowed  by  the.allies,  who  reached  the  banks  of  the  Garoime 
on  theStTthofMarch.  , 

The  contending  armies  were  now  separated  by  a  great 
river,  recently  swollen  by  heavy  rains,  and  the  melting  of 
the  8n<fw  on  the  Pyrenees.  The  only  bridge  being  in  po^ 
sesion  of  the  enemy  at  Toulouse,  it  was  a  matter  of  some 
difficulty,  and  caused  some  loss  of  time,  before  pontoons 
of  nze  and  strength  sufficient  for  the  crosan^  of  the 
aimy  oould  be  procured.  But  every  hour^s  delay  increased 
the  difficulty  of  the  ultimate  enterprise,  as  the  Frendi  were 
busily  occupied  in  fortifying  a  formidable  position  ck)se  to 
Toulouse,  and  as  Soult,  driven  so  for  back  towards  the  cen- 
tre of  France,  had  approached  necurer  the  source  of  his  sup- 
plias,  while  the  allies,  on  the  other  hand,  had  receded  to  a 
proportional  dt&tailce  ttam  theirs.  But  matters  were  now 
coming  to  a  crims.  In  this  formidable  and  imposing  pon- 
tbn.  Souk  might  flatter  himself  with  a  successful  operation, 
if  not  the  total  defeat  of  his  hitherto  victorious  opponent, 
and  that,  shoidd  the  closing  scene  Of  such  a  course  of  im- 
portant evcxits  end  in  victory,  it  would  eraze  from  men^s  me- 
mories all  traces  of  die  numerous  defeats  n^bich  he  had  al- 
ready sustained.  -  Hence,  a  battle  gained  at  Toulouse 
would  be  a  conclusion  of  the  war,  glorious  for  the  arms  of 
France.  Acting  on  Such  views,  the  Marshal,  (or,  as  the 
French  soldiers  familiarly  called  him,  Le  vieux  Menard,) 
strained  every  nerve  to  put  himself  in  the  best  posnble  state 
of  defence.  It  was  indeed  asserted  at  the  dme,  and  is  still 
generally  beUeved,  that  he  knew  of  the  events  in  the  north, 
and  the  abdication  of  Buonaparte ;  and,  therefore,  his  motive 
in  concealing  this  information,  and  Iiis  determination  once 
more  to  encounter  his  formidable  antagonist  under  the  walls 
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of  Toulousei  must  have  arisen  from  some  ultimate  view  of 
a  signal  triumph,  as  a  set-off  agunst  all  previous  disappoint- 
ments and  defeats. 

The  ci^  of  Toulouse  is-  defended  by  an  ancient  wall, 
flanked  with  towers ;  is  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  the 
great  Canal  of  Languedoc,  and  by  the  Garonne;  and  is  on 
the  fourth  side  flanked  by  a  range  of  hills  dose  to  the  ca- 
nals, over  which  pass  all  the  roads  on  that  side  the  town. 
On  the  summit  of  the  nearest  of  these  heights  the  French 
had  erected  a  chain  of  five  redoubts,  and  fonned  entrench- 
ments and  lines  of  connection  with  the  defences  of  the  town, 
consisting  of  extensive  field-works,  and  of  some  of  the  an- 
cient buildings  in  the  suburbs  well  fortified.    At  the  foot  of 
the  elevated  ground,  and  along  one-half  its  length,  from 
the  most  distant  extremity,  ran  the  small  river  Ers,  all  the 
bridges  of  which  had  been  destroyed.    On  the  summit  of 
the  hei^t  was  an  elevated  and  elongated  plain,  in  a  state 
of  cultivation,  and  having  a  faim-house,  with  its  usual  ac- 
companiments, towards  the  end  next  the  town.     Around 
this  house  some  trenches  had  been  cut,  and  thiee  redoubts 
raised  on  its  front  and  left.     The  ascent  to  the  summit  was 
easy ;  but  the  ground  havii^  been  recently  sown  and  harrow- 
ed, formed  an  excellent  glacis,  which,  ttom  its  breadth  and 
smooth  surface,  gave  a  full  range  to  the  shot  from  the  re- 
doubts as  it  swept  along  when  the  troops  marched  up  to  the 
attack.     Three  roads,  sunk  deep  into  the  earth  by  lo^g 
use,  and  having  very  high  banks  on  each  side,  traversed 
the  summit     On  this  fidd  Soult  resolved  to  stand  his  last 
battle ;  and,  from  the  insulated  nature  of  the  town,  no  mode 
of  attack  was  left  to  Lord  Wellington  but  to  attempt  the 
works  in  front 

Part  of  the  army  crossed  the  Garonne  on  the  4th ;  but, 
owing  to  a  few  hot  days,  the  melting  of  the  snow  on  the 
Pyrenees  swelled  the  river  so  much,  that  it  was  necessary 
to  remove  the  pontoons ;  and  accordingly  it  was  the  8th 
before  they  could  be  replaced,  and  more  troops  could  cross 
over.    Soult  was  too  much  occupied  witli  his  defences  to  at- 
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tack  the  part  of  the  army  which  had  crossed ;  and^  besides, 
he  now  b^^  to  feel  the  want  of  numbers ;  a  misfortune 
well  known  to  the  English  in  many  enterprises,  but  sel- 
dom experienced  by  the  French  in  the  course  of  their  late 
wars.' 

On  the  8th  the  falling  of  the  river  allowed  the  whole 
army  to  cross,  except  General  Blum's  divisicm,  which  remain^ 
ed  opponte  the  town,  in  front  of  the  great  bridge,  to  keep 
the  enemy  within  th^r  works  on  that  side.  On  the  10th  of 
April  1814,  all  was  ready  for  the  last  stru^le.  The  Sp»* 
niards,  under  Don  Manuel  Vreyrey  were  to  attack  the 
redoubts  fronting  the  town ;  General  Picton,  and  the  light 
division,  to  keiep  the  enemy  in  check  on  the  great  road  to 
Paris,  but  not  to  attack ;  and  Marshal  Beresford,  with  Gre- 
neral  Clinton^s  sixth  division,  to  attack  the  centre  of  the  en* 
trenchments^  while  General  Cole,  with  the  fourth,  marched 
against  the  right.  The  divisions  having  to  march  along  the 
valley,  it  required  some  time  to  get  into  the  order  of  attack. 
When  ready,  they  marched  in  a  parallel  direction  to  the 
heights  on  their  right,  from  which  they  were  exposed  to  a 
smart  canncmade  till  they  came  opposite  to  their  respectiire 
points  of  attack^  when  they  immediately  changed  thar 
frcmt  to  the  right,  and  matched  up  the  heights*  .  Greneral 
PbA^s  brigade,  of  the  42d,  79th,  and  91st,  supported  by 
General  Lambert^s  i>rigade^  of  the  86th,  87th,  and  6}8t  re- 
giments, attacked  and  carried  the  lines  and  a  redoubt  on 
the  right,  and  establiahed  themselves  on  the  summit,  the 
enemy  rebfeatin^  to  the  redoubt  at  the  farm-house. 

The  commencement  of  the  attack  on  the  right  was  the 
ngnal  for  Don  Manuel  Freyre  to  advance  with  a  Spanish 
divLnon,  which  marched  up  with  great  spirit,  exposed  to  a 
very  severe  cannonade,  which  disordered  them  considerably. 
Some  rudiing  forward,  while  others  moved  more  slowly, 
they  were  soon  so  mudb  broken  and. disordered  as  to  be 
uaaUe  to  cross  one  of  the  deep  indented  roads  which  passed 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  lower  redoubt.  .  The  ene^ 
>>iy>  perceiving  this  check,  rushed  out  of  their  entrend»- 
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matt8,  and  drove  them  do^n  the  faiU»  and  from  behind  a 
bank  under  which  they  had  taken  shelter.  But  the  li^ 
division  advancing  to  their  support,  they  again  rallied  on 
the  plain  at  the  bottom,  in  firont  of  General  Picton,  who 
pushed  forward  the  45th  regiment  and  part  of  his  division, 
frith  an  int^tion  of  cros^g  the  canal ;  but,,  on  reaching 
the  wxirk  that  defended  the  bridge,  it  was  fimnd  that  the 
canal  was  so  wide  and  deep,  that  to  cross  it  was  impracti- 
cable ;  and,  being  now  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  canned 
and  musquetry,  which  they  could  not  return,  they  were 
forced  to  retire.  In  this  attack  Lieutenant-Ccdonel  Forbes 
of  the  4fith,  a  valuable  officer,  was  killed. 

There  was  now  a  general  cessation  in  all  the  points  of  aU 
tack,  till  the  Spaniards  were  rallied  and  brought  forward 
'again.  This  was  done  by  Lord  Wellington  in  person. 
Marshal  Beresfbrd^s  artillery,  which  he  had  left  at  Mont^ 
blanc,  was  now  brought  up  to  cannonade  the  hagfats. 
When  all  was  again  ready,  the  attack  reoDmmenced.  The 
Spaniards  inade  several  attempts,  but  were  unable  to  suc- 
ceed. General  Pack^s  brigade  advanced  on  the  summit  of 
the  heights  to  the  attack  of  the  works  at  the  fSum-houses 
and  ofthe  two  centre  redoubts;  and  marched  forward  seve- 
ral hundr^  yards,  over  a  ploughed  field,  exposed  to  the 
whole  fire  of  the  fines,  redoubts,  and  entrenchments,  with- 
out n^tuming  a  shot,  and  with  a  steadiness  that  surprised 
the  enemy.  ^'  My  Grod  I  bow  firm  these  sans  culottes  are!'" 
exclaimed  a  French  officer  who  saw  the  approach,  (distin- 
guishing die  Highlanders  by  their  dress.)  When  they 
reached  the  redoubts,  they  leaped  into  the  trenches,  and 
carried  them  with  the  bayonet  Three  of  the  redoubts, 
and  two-thirds  of  the  lines  which  defended  the  heights, 
were  in  possession  of  the  British. 

The  42d  occujned  two  redoubts  on  the  left,  the  79th  that 
on  the  rights  and  the  91st  were  stationed  in  rear  of  the 
farm-house.  The  outward  redoubt  on  ike  left  waa  on  the 
edge  of  the  declivity  towards  the  plain  at  the  bottom  of  the 
hill.    One  of  the  deep  roads  already  mentioned  ran  close 
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to  this  redoubt,  and,  by  some  ovenight,  had  not  been  pro- 
perly occupied,  the  men  being  stationed  in  the  inner  en- 
trenchment •  With  an  inteudon  of  refraining,  if  possible, 
these  positions,  the  enemy,  ayailing  themsdves  of  this  kind 
of  covered  way,  marched  up  a  column  of  gre«t  force,  and 
with  such  cautious  silence,  that  the  head  of  the  oolmnn  had 
nearly  passed  the  unoccupied  redoubt  before  they  iv^re  per- 
cdved.  Having  reached  the  proper  point,  they  instantly 
made  a  desperate  rush  forward,'  in  such  numbers,  that  jhey 
nearly  overpowered  the  42d,  who  were  forced  to  retire  to 
the  farm-house.  Here  they  were  promptly  supported  by 
the  91st,  and  the  enemy  were  again  driven  down  the  hill 
with  heavy  loss.  The  Highlanders  also  suffered  very  se- 
verdy.  *     The  enemy  had  scarce  reached  the  plain  below 

*  A  h^hly  disdnguiflhed  officer^  "whose  judgment  and  professional 
talents  have  been  pit>Ted  by  the  unifbrm  success  whicb  attended  his 
enteipriaes^  exemplified  on  this  occasion  hoi^  an  eye^  originally  cor- 
rtcty  may  be  improved  by  practice.  *  The  troops  under  hia  command 
had  not  crosaed  the  Garonne,  and  mere  stationed  beyond  Toulonse,  at 
tbe  distance  of  more  than  two  miles  from  the  field  of  action,  but  in 
Ml  view  of  the  whole.  I  bad*  gone  to  France  at  this  period ;  and, 
talking  over  the  battle  of  Touloose  with  this  c^ker,  a  few  days  after 
it  happened,  he  observed,  in  aUudon  to  the  attempt  of  the  enemy  to 
retake  the  redoubt,  "  I  saw  your  countrymen  in  a  most  perilous  situa^ 
tion  ;  and  had  I  not  known  their  firmness,  I  should  have  trembled  for 
the  result.  As  it  was,  they  could  not  have  resisted  the  finrce  brought 
against  them  if  they  had  not  been  so  instantaneously  supported."  I 
asked  him,  whafwaa  the  amount  at  which  he  calculated  the  strength  of 
the  epemy's  column  of  attadc  He  replied, '' Not  less  than  6000  men." 

I  was  soon  afWwaida  travelling  through  Langoedoc,-  and,  in  a  field 
dose  to  the  road  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Careasson,  I  saw  a  brigade 
of  French  inikntry  exercising.  Stepping  out  of  the  carriage,  I  walked 
into  the  field  to  view  the  troops ;  and,  being  in  unifixrm,  J  was  ob- 
served by  the  general  officer  commanding.  He  immediately  rode  up, 
and,  after  the  usual  salutations,  invited  me,  with  great  politeness,  to 
look  at  hiB  brigade ;  and,  opening  the  ranks,  we  walked  tbrough  each 
lank  together.  In  the  course  of  conversation,  the  recent  battles  were 
BOtioed ;  and,  after  discussing  various  points, ''  Weil,"  said  the  French 
gSQenl, ''  we  are  quite  satisfied,  if  the  English  army  think  we  fought 
bravdy,  and  did  our  duty  well."  The  Highland  corps  were  mention* 
ed.   **  Ah !"  said  he,  '<  these  are  brave  soldiers.    If  they  had  good  of** 
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when  a  fresh  body  adyanoed  to  retake  the  redoubts,  wludi 
were  now  fully  occupied ;  the  42d  in  the  outward,  the  79th 
in  the  centre  redoubt,  and  the  91st  in  the  farm-yard.  This 
was  a  most  desperate  attack ;  and  the  enemy,  as  if  sensible 
that  this  was  the  last  effort  of  that  bravery  and  impetuosity 
which  had  made  the  French  armies  so  often  irresistible,  per- 
severed with  a  gallantry  that  would  have  secured  success 
had  their  opponents  be^  less  resolute  and  firm. 

This  firmness  prevailed,  and  the  enemy  were  soon  forced 
.  to  give  up  the  attempt ;  their  retreat  being  perhaps  hasten, 
ed  by  the  advance  of  the  other  brigades  of  General  Clin- 
ton's division  on  their  right,  and  by  the  movement  of  the 
Spaniards,  who  were  now  well  advanced  on  their  left.  The 
whole  retired,  leaving  the  heights  in  full  possession  of  tfie 
allies,  who  now  overlooked  the  venerable  city  of  Toulouse, 
within  full  reach  of  their  guns. 

But  Lord  Wellii^ton  was  spared  the  cruel  necessity  of 
bombarding  the  town,  which  contained  many  loyal  and  sin- 
cere friends,  who  must  unavoidably  have  suffered  in  the  ge- 
neral confusion ;  and  Marshal  Soult,  conscious  that  the  city 
was  not  defensible,  evacuated  it  the  same  evening,  under 
the  guns  of  the  British  army,  but  undisturbed  by  his  oppo- 
nent, who  wished  to  avoid  all  hostilities  against  the  inhabit- 
ants, who  must  have  suffered  had  a  cannonade  been  open- 
ed on  the  retreating,  enemy.  And,  indeed,  the  French 
army  had  no  other  alternative ;  for  the  Garonne,  the  canal, 

fioera,  I  should  not  like  to  meet. them  onlett  I  was  well  tapported.  I 
put  them  to  the  proof  on  that  day."  I  asked  him  *  in  what  manner  f 
He  answered^  that  ha  led  the  division  which  attempted  to  retake  the  re- 
doubt ;  and,  on  a  ftrther  queation  aa  to  the  strength  of  that  diTiaion, 
**  More  than  6000  men,"  waa  the  answer.  Here  we  see  that  the 
English  gaeralx  at  the  distance  of  more  than  two  miles,  calculated  the 
number  at  not  n\udi  leas  than  6000  men,  and  the  French  general  who 
oommAnded  it  at  moi«  than  5000.  The  doaeness  of  the  estimate  bhows 
great  accuracy  of  eye^  and  judgment  of  numbers  at  a  distanoe>^-«  ta« 
lent  of  the  last  importance  to  a  military  commander,  and  which  must 
contribute  in  a  very  eminent  degree  to  secure  success  in  a  complicated 
and  extended  campaign. 
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atxl  the  heights,  which  had  fonneltfa^  prindpal  defences, 
were  now  turned  to  a  different  purpose)  and  assisted  the  views 
c^  the  allies^  who  had  only  <»ie  side  to  gikard  against  the  en- 
ttance  ot  supplies,  and  that  entrance  commanded  by  their 
guns.  IfSoulthadnoteTacuatedthetown,hem\tBtsoonha?e 
surrendered  for  want  of  provirions  necessary  f<n*  Ck^  support 
of  a  populadon  of  60,000  inhaMtants,  and  of  his  oim  army 
dT  96,000  men. .  To  this  numb»  it  was  now  reduced  by  the 
casualties  of  war  and  the  recent  numerous  desertions.  And 
thus,  as  a  wary  and  experienced  fox,  (to  use  a  familiar  il* 
lustration,)  wlio>  after  a  Icmg  and  intricate  chace,  and  in 
spite  of  his  numberless  doublings  and  manceuyres,  is  at 
length  earthed  under  some  bank,— so  the  Hdd-Marshal  of 
France  was  now  cooped  up  within  the  small  drcle  of  a  city, 
the  capital  of  the  seoond  province  of  France,  into  which  ail 
army  which  had  conquered  two  kingdoms  had  been  diiven 
for  shelter,  after  a  series  of  retrc^rade  movemeiits  and  ma* 
nceuvres  fttmi  Seville  to  Toulouse.  In  the  course  of  these 
operations  the  army  of  Great  Btitmn  and  her  allies  had  li« 
berated  and  given  independtoce  to  two  kingdoms^  and  had 
fought  eight  pitched  battles  against  the  bravest  soldiers 
and  the  ablest  and  most  experienced  generals  of  France, 
who  had  been  foiled  by  the  British  genel-id  in  their  boasted 
tactics,  and  out-manceuvred,  out-maidied,  out-flanked,  and 
overturned.  That  army  had  lAso  been  successful  in  many 
arduous  sieges  and  assatilts,  and  had  at  Jiengih  established 
themselves  in  the  two  principal  cities  of  the  south  of  France. 
Such  are  a  few  of  the  glorious  results  of  these  campaigns : 
Quatre  Bras  and  Waterlod  completed  a  series  of  victories 
the  more  honoutaUe,  as  they  were  gained  over'  an  enemy 
remarkable  f<v  transcendent  military  talents  and  genius. 

On  the  following  morning  the  army  made  a  kind  of 
triumphal  entrance  into  the  town,  and  were  received  by  the 
inhabitants  ^th  an  enthusiasm  more  like  that  which  they 
might  have  been  expected  to  diow  to  their  deliverers  than 
to  conquerors.  In  the  course  of  the  same  day,  official  ac- 
counts, which  it  is  said  had  been  Icept  back  on  the  road^ 
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wiere  received  of  the  abdication  of  Buonaparte,  and  the  re- 
igtontiaa  of  Louis  XVIIL 

In  this  manner  ended  the  last  battle  in  that  series  of  dif- 
ficult operations  which  contributed  so  materially  to  the  fortu- 
nate conclusion  of  twenty-one  years^  warfare.  As  the  prin- 
cipal aim  o{  my  present  undertaking  is  to  show  the  import- 
ance to  the  state  of  preserving  a  warlike,  moral,  and  hardy 
population,  and  likewise  how  far  the  natives  of  the  north  of 
Scotland  possessed  these  qualifications,— ^md  to  point  oyt  the 
influence  exerted  by  the  recent  statistical  changes  and  im- 
provements, as  they  are  called,  on  their  moral  and  military 
character^— as  well  as  to  prove  how  easily  battles  may  be  gain- 
ed by  brave  soldiers,  in  as  far  as  regards  actual  loss  from  an 
enemy, — I  may  now  be  permitted  to  draw  a  comparison  be- 
tween the. amount  of  the  loss  of  useful  subjects  to  the  state 
sustained  in  a  cause  where  its  honour,  and  even  very  exist- 
»ice  as  an  independent  nation,.were  concerned,  and  that  drain 
on  the  population  by  extensive  and  compulsory  emigrations, 
such  as  have  taken  place  in  [the  north,  and  which  have  re- 
moved from  this  country  as  many  valualfle  members  of 
society  as  were  killed  by  the  enemy  in  the  whole  of  the 
Peninsular  campugns ;  and  this  in  a  much  shorter  period 
than  the  duration  of  these  apparently  destructive  and  dead- 
ly operadons.  It  will  be  seen,  that,  from  the  first  shot 
fired  under  General  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  at  Brilos,  after 
the  landing  in  Fqptugal  in  1808,  till  the  last  battle  under 
the  Marquis  of  Wellington  at  Toulouse,  in  1814,  the  num- 
ber killed  was  7  general  officers,  45  field  officers,  142  cap- 
tains, 268  subalterns,  41  stafi^  officers,  891  Serjeants,  33 
drummerS}  and  7449  soldiers.  *  Of  these  1064  were  of  the 
German  Legion  and  other  foreign  corps  in  the  pay  of  Great 
Britain,  leaving  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Unitcid  Kingdom 
6385  soldiers  killed  in  battle. 

Adverting  also  to  the  loss  sustained  at  Waterloo,  which 

maybe  said  to  bavedecided  the  fate  of  nations,  we  find  that  the 

< 
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^number  of  soldiers  in  British  pay  killed  amounted  to^l686; 
and)  deducting  811  for  the  German  Lie^on,  there  remains 
of  the  killed  of  British  soldiers  at  Waterloo  1225'men. 
When  it  is  remembered  that^by  the  operations  of  one  or 
two  individuals,  more  HighUmders  have  been  forced  to 
abandon  their  native  country,  many  of  these  enli&ting  them- 
selves under  the  protection  of  a  foreign  state,  and  being 
therefore  for  ever  lost  to  thdir  country,  the  blood  spilt  in 
battle  to  maintain  its  honour  and  independence,  if  not  its  . 
existence,  may  be  matter  of  less  regret,  in  so  far  as  regards 
the  loss. of  subjects,  which,  in  the  instances  above  alluded 
to,  is  considered  of  so  little  importance,  that,  instead  of  re- 
probation, some  of  those  who  have  occasioned  this  unparal- 
leled drain  of  valuable  members  of  society,  call  for  applause 
as  promoters  of  patriotic  measures,  and  as  improvers  of  their 
country. 


S8  FORTT'SECOND  REOIBfENT. 


SECTION  XXII. 

Return  qf  Buonaparte  from  Ellia — Highland  regiments  embark 
for  Flanders — General  remarks — Advance  of  the  French — Bat^ 
tie  of  Quatre  Bras— Battle  of  Waterloo— Total  rout  and  dis- 
persion of  the  French'^Observations  on  the  former ,  as  contrast^* 
M  Viith  the  present,  state  qfthe  A&d  regiment — Means  qfjyre* 
serving  Me  corps  efficieni^^Return  Jrom  FrancC'^Heceptiou  in 
England^^n  Scotland'-^in  Edinburgh. 

The  objects  of  twenty-one  years^  warfare  being  now  in  a 
great  measure  accomplished,  tlie  troops  were  removed,  with- 
out delay,  to  their  appointed  destinations,  and  the  three 
Highland  regiments  ordered  for  Ireland,  where  they  re- 
mained till  the  return  of  Buonaparte  from  Elba,  when 
they  embarked  for  Flanders,  and  reached  Brussels  in  the 
end  of  May,  or  early  in  June,  1815. 

In  my  attempts  to  give  some  account  of  the  share  which 
several  Highland  corps  have  bbme  in  different  acUons,  I 
have  been  necessarily  led,  whenever  my  information  enabled 
me,  to  give  a  more  extendi  detail  of  events  that  occurred 
at  a  considerable  distance  of  time  than  of  those  of  a  more 
recent  date,  both  because  th^  recollection  of  the  former  is 
obviously  less  distinct,  and  because  they  afford  more  fre- 
quent illustrations  of  the  general  principles  and  character  of 
the  natives  of  the  Highlands  in  what  may  be  called  their 
primitive  state.  All,  doubtless,  have  heard  of  Fontenoy, 
Ticonderoga,  and  the  Heights  of  Abraham,  but  all  may  not 
have  a  recoUection  of  the  more  minute  drcumstances  by  which 
they  were  characterized.  Not  so  with  respect  to  the  battles 
of  Quatre  Bras  and  Waterloo,  of  which  so  much  has  already 
been  said  and  written,  and  that  so  recently,  that  every  part 
is  fresh  in  the  memory  bf  all.  I  shall,  therefore,  not  attempt 
what  has  already  been  so  often  and  so  weU  performed.     At 
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Quatre  Bras,  as  at  Alexandria,  the  4(Sid  had  an  Opportunity 
of  showing  what  share  they  possessed  of  that  unyielding  finnb- 
nesswhieh  hadso  longdistinguished  theirpiedecessors.—- It  is 
said  that  the  soldiers  of  some  European  nations  take  such  a 
oomprehensiYe  view  of  the  scenes  in  which  they  are  engagied, 
and  are  so  quick-si^ted  in  perceiving  any  moicemcnt  of  the 
enemy  which  may  compromise  their  safety,  that,  aisuming 
the  functions  of  the  gefteral,  they  not  only  think  and  cslcu- 
faite  Gtk-  these  movements,  but  act  upon  them.     Htooe, 
when  they  see  an  enemy  on  their  flank,  in  their  rear,  or  in 
any  place  except  in  their  firont,  they  are  apt  to  give  way,  and 
to  suppose  that  the  day  is  lost*   But  be  that  as  it  may,  such 
is  not  the  case  with  the  British  soldier,  who  is  not  apt  to  see 
cause  for  retiring  ^  he  is  overpowered  by  superior  physic 
cal  force.     At  Quatre  Bras,  the  enemy,  especially  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  were  so  much  ibore  numerous 
than  the  British^  and  advanced  from  so  many  different 
points  at  cnce^  that  the  regiments  were  obliged  to  fight  in- 
dependently, and  at  such  a  distance,  that  the  one  could  not 
support  the  other,  each  being  compelled  to  stand  or  {all  by 
itself.     This  was  a  noble  opportnmty,  and  it  was  not  lost 
It  is  well  known  how  well  each  raiment  upheld  the  honour 
cf  their  country,  when  opposed  to  a  numerous,  farav^  and 
veteran  enemy,  who  fought  for  victory  or  death,  who  had 
the  honour,  empire,  and  life  of  their  master  lat  stake,  and  who, 
should  they  lote  this  first  turn  of  the  game,  would  lay  a 
foundation  for  the  final  and  overwhelming  stroke. 

The  42d  was  drawn  up  ii>  a  field  of  wheat  nearly  breast 
high.  In  this  situation  they  experienced  that  perplexity 
which  must  sometimes  occur  in  armies  composed  of  the  troops 
of  different  nations,  and  even  in  an  army  of  the  same  na- 
tion, as  our  own,  where  our  uniforms,  once  so  distinguished 
by  their  showy  and  striking  colours,  are  becoming  so  simi- 
lar to  those  of  foreign  troops,  that,  if  continued,  it  wiU  be 
difficult,  at  any  distance,  to  discover  friend  Jrom  foe,  British 
from  foreign  troops.  In  this  instance  a  body  of  French  ecu 
valry  were  mistaken  for  Frussians  or  Belgians.     The  mis- 
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take  was  not  difloovered  till  too  late  to  rec^ve  the  squadrons 
of  the  enemy  in  proper  formatjipn.  .  The  men  threw  thenw 
selves  into  a  kind  of  square,  which  was  not  nearly  completed 
when  the  enemy  advanced  in  full  charge,  and  with  greater 
impetuosity,  when  they  saw  the  imperfect  state  for  resist- 
ance of  the  body  which  they  were  advancing  to  attack.  But, 
however  imperfect  the  condition  in  which  they  were  to  re- 
ceive the  enemy,  it  was  sufficient  fdt  the  purpose.     They 
werer  repulsed,  and  forced  back  at  every  point ;  but  still 
they  persevered,  and  renewed  their  attempts  to  break  in 
upon  the  troops,  with  a  d^;ree  of  confidence  increased  by 
the  expectation  of  a  comparatively  easy  victory  over  men 
who  appeared  so  incapable  to  stand  their  ground.  *     But 
these  brave  moi  were  not  possessed  of  such  dear  notions  of 
th&r  own  danger,  as  to  give  way  when  they  saw  it  approach* 
They  stood  back  to  back,  every  man  fighting  on  his  ground 
till  he  fell,  or  forced  his  enemy  to  retreat.     At  length, 
when  the  enemy^s  ardour  was  somewhat  cooled,  probably  by 
disappointment  at  the  Uttle  impression  which  they  had  made ; 
and  when  they  had  relaxed  in  the  frequency  and  fierceness 
of  their  attacks,  the  regiment  completed  the  formation  which 
was  at  first  so  imperfect.    After  the  failure  of  these  repeat- 
ed  attacks^  the  enemy  did  not  again  advance  in  great  force. 
They  contented  themselves  with  pushing  forward  small 

*  The  enemy  could  not  OQmprehend  this.  In  the  eute  of  men  taken 
off*  their  giianl«  and  nearly  sorpriGed,  rushing  up  into  a  hurried  forma- 
tion^ and  rapidly  grouped  in  support  of  each  other,  their  assailants  ex- 
pected  an  easy  victory :  Their  officers  frequently  called  out, ''  Why  don't 
you  surrender?  down  with  your  arms,  yon  see  you  are  beaten." 

Speaking  of  this  aSkix  after  the  battle,  some  of  the  prisoners  expies- 
sed  their  surprise :  **  Your  people  must  be  very  ignorant ;  they  knew 
not  when  to  surrender,  although  conquered.  We  beat  them,  yet  they 
stood."  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  soldiers  will  long  continue  in  this 
state  of  ignoFsnoe,  in  case  that,  if  fimned  according  to  the  highly  finish- 
ed state  of  education,  where  every  soldier  is  an  officer,  and  every  officer 
a  general,  they  may  lose  more  of  the  best  and  most  useftd  qaalifica« 
tions  of  a  brave  soldier,  than  they  can  gain  of  the  general  knowledge 
of  those  parts  of  their  profession  which  belong  to  others. 
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parties,  who  kept  up  a  galling  fire,  but  produced  no  serious 
impression,  till  at  length,  despairing  of  success,  they  re- 
tired, leaving  the  British  in  possession  of  the  field  of  battle. 

Considering  the  situation  of  the  4Sd,  and  the  foroe  with 
which  they  were  attacked,  the  loss  was  moderate,  being 
only  8  ofiicers  and  40  soldiers  killed.  The  wounded  were 
numerous  in  proportion,  which  must  have  been  occaaooned  by 
the  distant  and  independent  skirmishing.  The  wounds,  or 
at  least  many  of  them,  were  slight,  as  few  died,  and  a  small 
number  only  of  those  wounded  on  this  occasion  are  now 
on  the  Chelsea  pension  as  disabled.  Indeed,  the  loss  of  the 
army  that  day  was  moderate ;  for  a  greatly  superior  and 
brave  enemy,  calculated  at  40,000  men,  had  been  repulsed 
at  aU  points,  with  a  loss  to  the  British  of  S7  officers,.  17  Ser- 
jeants, and  S69  rank  and  file,  killed,  and  to  the  Hanoverians 
of  S  officers,  2  Serjeants,  and  99  rank  and  file. 

The  Suke  of  Wellington,  in  his  letter,  detailing  the  ope- 
rations at  Quatre  Bras  and  Waterloo,  pays  a  high  compli- 
ment tQ  four  British  regiments,  and  a  battalion  of  Hanove- 
rians, these  being  the  only  corps  he  notices  by  name.  ^<  I 
mi}st  particularly  mention  the  28th,  4£d,  TOth^  and  92d  re- 
giments, and  the  battalion  of  Hanoverians.^  This  is  a  mark 
of  approbation  never  to  be  forgotten  by  these  regiments ;  a 
testimony  to  their  merits,  given  on  an  important  occasion, 
and  by  so  perfect  a  judge,  who  never  conferred  praise  with- 
out amjde  and  suffident  reason. 

The  Royal  Highland  regiment  lost  five  men  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  the  last  of  a  long  series  of  en- 
gagements, in  which  they  had  borne  a  conspicuous  share 
since  they  first  faced  an  enemy  at  Fontenoy  in  May  1745. 
On  every  occarion,  when  they  fired  a  shot  at  an  enemy  they 
were  successful,  (except  at  Ticonderoga,  where  success  was 
next  to'imposuble,)  successful  to  such  an  extent  at  least, 
that  whatever  the  general  issue  of  the  battle  might  be,  that 
part  of  the  enemy  opposed  to  them  never  stood  their  ground, 
unless  the  Highlanders  were  prevented  from  closing  upon 
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ibemy  by  insunaountable  obstacles.  But,  even  at  Ponte- 
noy,  though  the  army  was  defeated,  this  regiment  carried 
the  particukr  points  ordered.for  them,  and,  on  the  two  oc- 
casions of  Fontenoy  and  Ticonderoga,  they  were  the  hist  in 
the  fields 

Haying  now  brought  the  military  service  of  the  regiment 
to  a  conclusion,  I  subjoin  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
from  the  year  1740  to  1815.  The  numb^  amounts  ta34  of- 
ficers, and  778  soldiers,  killed  in  battle  *  in  the  course  of 
seventy-five  years^  service,  of  which  forty-five  w^re  a  period 
of  active  .warfare.  This  list  is  intended  to  show,  in  one 
view,  the  number  of  men  killed  and  wounded  inthe  different 
wars.  In  that  from  179S  to  the  peace  of  1814,  there  were 
S86  men- killed,  and  at  Quatre  Bras  and  Waterloo  46,  mak- 
ing the  total  number  of  soldiers  killed  in  battle  S80.  in  the 
twenty-two  years'*  war,  and  in  the  same  period,  commencing 
in  1798)  and  ending  in  1816,  there  died  by  sickness, 
wounds,  and  various  casualties,  (as  appears  by  returns 
in  the  Adjutant-General''s  office,)  1136 :  -|-  1489  soldiers 
were  discharged.  |  Thus  the  total  iiumber  of  those  who 
havc'be^i  killed,  or  have  died  in  thb  regiment,  in  the 
course  of  twenty-two  years  of  active,  and  what  has  been 
called  sanguinary  warfare,  in  eveiy  vmety  of  climate,  has 

*  See  Appendix. 

f  The  deaths  by  sickness  in  the  Sd  battalion  are  not  included.  The 
Iocs  by  the  enemy  in  this  battalion  is  so  trifling,  as  not  to  be  worth  no- 
tice. 

t  Of  men  discharged  at  diflerent  periods  563  are  now  alive  receiTing 
pensions  from  Chelsea.  Great  numbers  were  dischai^ed  at  tlK  conclu- 
sion of  the  'difibrent  wars,  without  pensions,  as  they  had  served  but  a 
short  time,  and  were  not  disabled.  John  Stewart,  now  living  in  Pert)i> 
and  several  other  men  still  receiving  pensions,  were  wounded  at  Ticon- 
deroga in  1758,  Martinique  in  1759,  Guadaloupe  in  1769,  and  at 
Bushy  Run  in  1763.  Captain  Peebles,  wounded  at  Bushy  Run,  and 
residing  in  Irvine,  and  Major  John  Grant  late,  of  the  Invalids,  are  the 
only  officers  alive  wlio  served  in  the  regiment  during  the  Seven  Years' 
War. 
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been  1415,  while  it  baa  been  frequently  stated  that  18,800 
men  were  destroyed  in  this  corps  in  llie  first  fifteen  years 
of  the  war.  These  statements  are  credited  too  generdly  in 
the  north,  to  the  great  detriment  of  recruitmg,  for,  as  I  will 
have  occasion  to  mention  afterwards,,  however  brave  a  young 
man  may  be,  he  will  be  less  inclined  to  enter  the  service,  when 
lie  is  told  that  it  has  proved  so  destructive ;  and,  even  in  the 
case  dT  spirited  young  men,  to  whom  such  tales  would  he  no 
dieck,  their  families  and  female  friends  disqourage  them, 
and  endeavour  to  prevent  their  encountering  such  imminent 
hasards: 

From  the  year  1740  to  1815,  two  officers  *  were  brou^t 
to  Courts  MarUal.  Few  rose  to  great  profesrional  eminence, 
at  the  same  Ume  that  many  were  highly  respectable.  I  have 
already  noticed,  that  Lord  John  Murray  exerted  himself  to 
procure  respectable  officers,  and  while  his  success  in  this  re- 
spect was  acknowledged,  various  reasons  have  been  as- 
signed for  the  supposed  deficiency  of  eminence  in  so  nu- 
m^ous  a  body.  In  a  country  that  has  produced  good  sol- 
diers, it  may  be  presumed  that  among  the  same  pec^le  good 
commanders  may  be  .found,'  unless  their  talents  are  kept 
under  by  some  powerful  cause.  Good  officers  are  certainly 
more  rare  than  good  soldiers ;  but,  as  the  proportion  among 
the  Highland  military  is  certunly  in  favour  of  the  latter, 
the  real  cause  may  be,  that  the  officers  were^  in  general, 
without  fortune,  the  great  mass  being  the  younger  sons  of 
gentlemen,  or  the  sons  of  gaitlemen-tacksmen,  and  who» 
oonsequently,  had  not  the  means  to  push  forward  by  pur- 

*  Major  George  Grant,  fbr  the  low  of  old  FortGeoigey  near  Inyer« 
nessy  taken  by  tlie  rebek  in  September  1745.  This  was  one  of  the 
many  instancea  of  the  terror  which  the  Mighhuideray  at  that  period^  in- 
cited. When  they  appeared  befiwe  the  fptt,  and  were  preparing  ta 
asaanlt  it  sword  in  hand,  the  aoldiera  oould  not  be  kept  to  their  guns, 
and  the  commander  was  obliged  to  surrender  the  garrison.  For  this 
be  was  tried  and  brdce ;  but  he  had  none  of  his  own  regiment  in  gar- 
rison with  him..  They  were  then  in  Flanders.  The  other  officer  was 
LiifQtciiant  Satfaeriaad,  tried  fer  neglect  of  duty  hi  1779,  and  repri. 
mandcd. 
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chasing  promotion  early  in  life ;  so  that  such  of  them  as 
persevered  were  frequently  too  old,  or  too  much  worn  out 
by  previous  service  before  they  rose  to  any  rank.      Hence, 
with  minds  active  and  entire,  they  were  obliged,  by  decay 
of  constitution,  to  retire  at  the  time  when  they  were  likely 
to  attain  the  rank  where  talent  could  be  shown  to  advan- 
tage.    I  knew  two  officers  who  served  thirty  years  in  the 
earlier  duties  of  the  regiment,  and  who,  so -far  as  an  opinion 
could  be  formed,  without  positive  proof,  were  ^fit  to  com- 
mand armies.     But  they  had  attained  no  command  beyond 
that  of  a  company,  when  bad  health  forced  them  to  retire. 
The  celebrated  Principal  Robertson,  for  instance,  was  near- 
ly  twenty  years  a  settled  clergyman  before  he  was  known, 
and  sat  ten  years  in  the  General  Assembly  ere  his  voice  was 
heard  in  that  venerable  court.     The  late  Lords  Kenyon  and 
Ashburton  were  many  years  at  the  bar  unnoticed  and  un- 
known.    Had  these  eminent  men  belonged  to  a  profession 
that  would  have  exposed  them  to  personal  hardships,  and 
prostration  of  health  and  constitution,  they  might  have  beeii 
cut  off  before  their  talents,  which,  at  a  late  period  in  life, 
shone  forth  so  conspicuously,  were  known  or  heard  of.     Sir 
Ralph  Abercromby,  although  always  known  to  be  a  man  of 
superior  strength  of  mind,  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
showing  his  talents  as  a  commander  till  past  sixty  years  of 
age.     Had  his  constitution  been  less  vigorous,  his  name 
would  nefer  have  been  heard  beyond  the  confined,  circle  of 
those  who  knew  him  in  private  life. 

In  this  manner,  from  want  of  money,  or  influence  to  pro- 
cure early  rank,,  or  from  a  decay  of  constitution,  forcing  them 
to  a  premature  retirement,  many  Highland  officers  have 
sunk  in  obscurity,  who,  under  more  fevourable  circum- 
stances, might  have  risen  to  distinguished  eminence  in  their 
profession.  ' 

The  non-commissioned  officers  are  stated  to  have  been,  at 
an  early  period,  a  superior  class  of  men.  I  can  speak  from 
my  own  knowledge  of  individuals  who  had  served  as  $er- 
jeants  fifty  and  sixty  years  ago,  and  who,  in  every  respect. 
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had  merited  the  character  given  them.     Non-commissioned 
officers  have  latterly  had  sufficient  inducement  to  obtain  and 
preserve  a  good  character.      Twenty-^^t  serjeants  of  the 
422d  were  appointed  officers  during  the  seventeen  years  that 
I  belonged  to  the  r^mait,     Of  the  privates  sdx  were 
executed  from  1740  till  1815 ;  three  for  mutiny  in  1743 ; 
one  for  desertion  in.  America  in  1783 ;  one  for  murder  in 
Gibraltar  in  1797 ;  and  one  for  shooting  his  officer  in  1812. 
Besides  these,  there  were  tried  by  General  Courts  Martial 
those  who  mutinied  in  1743 ;  a  soldier  for  allowing  a  French 
prisoner  to  escape  in  1745;    two  men  for  mutiny  at  Leith 
in  1779 ;  one  man  for  desertion  in  America  in  1780 ;  and 
one  for  striking  an  officer  in  1804.   In  the  course  of  seyenty- 
nine  years'*  service,  no  individual  has  ever  been  brought  to 
a  General  Court  Martial  for  theft,  ot  aily  crime  showing  mo- 
ral turpitude  or  depravity.     After  the  reinforcements  re- 
ceived in  1780,  1783,  1795,  and  at  later  periods,  several 
petty  crimes  occurred  requiring  checks  'and  punishments, 
formerly  unknown ;  but  none  of  such  a  nature  as  to  call 
for  any  jpunishment.  beyond  what  the  power  vested  in  their 
own  commanding  officer  could  award.     The  time,  however, 
is  now  come,  when,  with  the  prospect  of  a  long  peace,  the 
regiment  may  become  what  it  #as  originally,  when  ao  many 
of  the  soldiers  were  of  a  higher  class  in  society ;  at  least 
there  are  sufficient  materials  in  the  Highlands  to  supply  a 
corps  with  recruits  capable  of  exhibiting  every  military 
qualification.      In  the  earlier   service  of  the   corps,   the 
idea  of  one  of  their  number  being  brought  to  disgrace- 
ful punishment,  as  in  (he  instance  after  the  battle  of  Fonte- 
noy,  occasioned  a  feeling  of  horror  and  shame  among  all, 
and  no  d^ading  punishments  were  required.     If  this  feel- 
ing cannot  be  preserved,  it  will  be  a  lamentable  proof  of 
the  decay  of  that  honourable  sensibility  to  shame  which  form- 
ed a  conspicuous  feature  in  the  character  of  the  Highland- 
ers..    Since  the  beginning  of  the  last  century,  a  numerous 
class  in  the  Highlands  has  always  been  well  educated,  but 
education  is  now  more  generally  extended  to  all  classes,  and, 


46  FORTT-SECOND  REGIMKNT. 

if  religieus  and  moral  instractioD  accoiii|)a»ie8  their  reading 
and  writings  the  principles  I  have  noticed  may  be  preserved ; 
but,  if  these  are  fundianentally  unsound,  all  the  education 
of  Oxford  or  Edinburgh  will  not  make  them  virtuous,  and 
honourable  soldiers,  disposed  to  prefer  death  to  dishcHiour. 
A  man  of  very  good  taldnts  may  rink,  in  estimation, 
below  his  just  level,  merely  by  the  drcumstanoe  of  succeed- 
ing to  an  appointment  previously  filled  by  a  man  of  supe- 
rior genius.  In  the  same  manner,  this  corps  has  an  ho- 
nourable task  tp  perform,*— a  task  perfectly  easy,  if  the  ma- 
terials be  good,  but  arduous,  perhaps  impossible,  if  the  re- 
verse. Scotland  expects  that  they  will  not  tarnish  the  cha- 
racter entrusted  to  them.  If,  in  the  selection  of  recruits,  on- 
ly good  men  are  taken,  their  principles  may  be  easily  pre- 
served, but  they  may  as  easily  be  destroyed.  If  approba- 
tion and  encouragement  be  a  spur  to  honourable  conduct, 
the  42d  re^ment  has  always  had  an  ample  share.  But  it  has 
been  said,  that  mUch  of  this  proceeds  from  the  character 
gained  by  their  predecessors.  That  this  feeling  influences 
opinion  is  evident,  as  to  this  day  the  Black  Waich  is  seldom 
mentioned  in  Scotland  without  an  accompanying  expresrion 
of  respect.  But,  that  the  whole  does  not  proceed  from  this 
we  have  seen  by  the  reception  met  with  by  this  regiment 
after  the  late  peace,  not  merely  in  Scotland,  but  in  Eng- 
land, where  many  towns  turned  out  almost  their  whole  po- 
pulation to  welcome  them.  But  in  Edinburgh  their  wel- 
come was  altogether  so  extraordinary,  and  so  enthusiastic, 
that  I  shall  state  the  circumstances  more  minutely* 
.  Some  time  after  the  surrender  of  Paris,  the  re^ment 
passed  over  to  England,  and  from  thence  marched  to  Scot- 
land in  the  spring  of  1816.  It  was  understood  that  they 
were  to  march  into  Edinburgh  Castle  on  the  18tli  of  March. 
A  crowd  of  idle  s{>ectators  is  not  so  Easily  collected  in 
Edinburgh  as  in  London ;  but  on  this  morning  it  seemed 
as  if  two-thirds'of  the  houses  and  workshops  in  the  city^had 
been  emptied  of  their  inhabitants*  Several  hours  before  the 
regiment  arrived,  the  road  to  Musselburgh  was  covered 
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with  caniflges,  hoi:8emeii9  and  pedeetriaaB.  At  Pcntobdlo 
the  crowd  was  greats  and,  on  entemgthe  Canongate,  it  was 
a  solid  moving  mass,  pressed  toge&er  as  if  in  a  frame. 
The  pipers  and  band  could  not  play  for  want  of  rcxwi,  imd 
wexe  obliged  to  lay  up  their  instruments.  Many  of  the 
crowd  putting  up  their  hands  to  take  o£P  their  hats  to  wave 
them  in  the  air,  could  not  without  difficulty  get  them 
replaced  again  by  (heir  sides.  Spacious  as  is  the  High 
Street,  not  a  foot  was  unoccupied,  and  the  high  fronts  of 
the  houses  appeared  as  if  alive,  with  three  or  font  heads, 
principally  ladies,  in  every  window. 

Of  the  soldiers  nothing  were  seen  except  their  bonnets 
and  feathers ;  the  firelocks  they  were  obliged  to  carry  close 
to  th^  bodies.  In  this  state  the  forward  movement  was 
necessarily  dow,  and  great  apprehension  was  felt  in  case  any 
person  should  fall,  and  be  Crushed  under  the  feet  of  the 
multitude,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to  raise  them.  An  hour 
and  a  quarter  was  occupied  in  the  march  from  the  Palace 
of  Holyrood  to  the  Castle  gates^  when  the  soldiers  found 
con^derable  difficulty  in  disengaging  themselves  from  the 
crowds  which  pressed  round  them.  * 

Each  soldier  was  presented  with  a  night'^s  free  admissdon 
to  the  Theatre,  and  a  public  dinner  was  given  to  them  in 

*  The  fikUowing  is  an  extract  ftom  the  aocoant  published  at  the 
time : 

"  Tuesday  the  first  diviaion  of  the  4fd  r^ment,  under  the  qmn- 
nand  of  LieutenanUColonel  R.  Dick^  marched  into  the  Castle.  Mfljor- 
General  Hope,  commander  of  the  diatrict,  and  Colonel  David  Stewart 
of  Garth,  accompanied  the  Lieutenant-Colond  at  the  head  of  the  regi- 
ment. Not  only  the  streets  of  the  city  were  crowded  beyond  all  j^« 
mer  precedent  with  spectators,  but  the  windows,  and  even  the  house- 
tope,  were  occupied*  The  road  from  MiUHelbujgh,  a  distance  of  six 
miles,  waa  filled  with  relations  and  fiiends ;  and  so  great  was  the ' 
crowd,  that  it  waa  afttf  four  o'clock  before  they  arrived  at  the  CaaUe 
Hill,  although  ihey  passed  through  Portobello  about  two  o'clock,  it 
was  almost  impossibie  fbr  these  gallant  men  to  get  ihroi^i^  the  people, 
particularly  in  the  dty.  All  the  bells  were  rung,  and  they  were  every- 
when  received  with  the  loudest  acclamations^" 
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George  Street  Assembly  Rooms ;  Sir  Walter  Scott,  and  se- 
veral of  the  most  emineat  men  in  Edinbuigh^  superintending 
the  entertainment. 

If  the  approbation  of  their  country  be  gratifying  to  the 
minds  of  good  men,  no  stronger  incitement  to  honourable 
actions  need  be  required  than  the  assurance  of  receiving  it 
when  merited. 
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The  recent  loss  of  the  battle  of  Fontenoy  called  for  r^ 
newed  exertions  oh  the  part  pf  the  British  Government. 
The  distinction  which  Lord  John  Murraj^s'  Highlanders 
had  obtiuned  in  that  action,  their  eminent  services,  **  which 
were  heard  over  all  Britain,^  and  the  general  good  con- 
duct of  the  soldiers,  were  now  so  fully  acknowledged,  that 
many  national  jealousies,  formerly  entertained  with  regard  to 
the  character  of  Highlanders,  began  to  be  considfired  as  ill- 
founded  and  unjust.  With  a  view,  therefore,  of  adding  more 
men  of  this  description  to  the  military  force  of  the  country. 
Government  granted  authority  to  the  Earl  of  Loudon  to  raise 
a  regiment  in  the  highlands,  upder  the  patronage  of  the 
noblemen,  chiefs,  and  gentlemen  of  the  country,  whose  sons 
and  connections  were  to  be  appointed  officers.    By  their  in- 
fluence, and  by  the  confidence  which  the  people  placed  in 
their  chiefs  and  landlords,  it  was  expected  that  {he  young. 
men  would  readily  enlist  in  a  corps  in  which  all  were  to  be  of 
the  same  country,  to  speak  the  same  language,  to  wear  the 
same  garb,  and  to  possess  the  same  habits.  •  These  expectap- 
tions  were  well  founded ;  for,  in  as  short  a  time  as  ^he  re- 
cruits could  be  collected  from  the  more  distant  districts, 
750  men  were  assembled  at  Inverness,  -  and  500  at  Perth, 
forming  a  battalion  of  twelve  companies,  with  the  follow- 
ing officers,  whose  commis^ons  were  dated  8th  of  June 
1746: 

Ctdonel,  John  CampbeU,  Earl  of  Loudon^  died  in  1782j  a  General  in  the 

array. 
J^iaitenant' Colonel,  John  Campbell^  O&te  Duke  of  Argyle,)  died  « 

Field-Marshal  in  1806. 

VOL.  II.  i> 


so 
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John  Mnrtaj,  son  pf  Lord  George  Murray,  (late  Duke  of  Atholl.) 

Alexander  Livingston  Campbell,  son  of  Ardldnglas. 

John  Madeod,  younger  of  Madeod. 

Henry  Munro,  younger  of  Fowlis. 

Lord  Charles  Gordon,  brother  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon. 

John  Stuart,  son  of  the  £arl  of  Moray. 

Alexander  Mackay,  son  of  Lord  Reay. 

£wen  Macpherson  of  Clunie. 

John  Sutherland  of  Forse. 

Colin  Campbell  of  Ballimoie. 

Archibald  Macnab,  son  o£  the  Laird  of  Macnab. 

Lieutenants. 


Colin  Campbell  of  Kilberrie. 

Alexander  Maclean. 

John  Campbell  of  Strachur,  died 
in  1800,  a  general  in  the  army, 
and  colonel  of  the  57th  regi- 
ment 

John  Robertson,  or  Rdd,  of  Stra- 
loch,  died  in  1806,  a  general 
in  the  army,  and  colonel  of 
the  88th  regiment. 

Patrick  Grant,  younger  of  Rothie- 
murchus. 


Duncan  Robertson  of  Drumachu- 

ine. 
Patrick  Campbell,  son  of  Achalft- 

der. 
Donald  Macdonald. 
James  Macpherson  of  Kellihuntly. 
John  Campbell  of  Ardsliginish. 
Alexander  Campbell,  brother  to 

Barcaldine. 
Donald  MacdoneU  of  Locbgarry. 
Colin  Campbell  of  Glenure. 


Ensigns, 


James  Stewart  of  Urrard. 
John  Martin  of  Inch* 
George  Muniv>  of  Novar* 
Makom  Ross,  younger  of  Pitcal- 

nie. 
Hugh  Mackay. 
James  Fraser. 

Dayid  Spalding  of  Ashintully. 
Archibald  Campbdl. 


Donald  Macneil. 

Alexander   Madagan    of   Little 

Dunkeld. 
Robert  Bisset  of  Glenelbert,  after* 

wards  Commissary  General  for 

Great  Britain. 
John  Grant,  younger  of  Dalrach* 

nie. 


« 

This  corps  was  fortunately  embodied  at  a  critical  period, 
being  only  a  few  weeks  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re- 
bellion, a  circumstance  which  undoubtedly  ju'evented  many 
of  the  men  from  joining  the  rebels.  And  there  can  be  lit- 
tle doubty  that,  had  this  plan  of  raising  regiments  in  the 
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Highlands  been  more  early  adopted  and  more  fuUy  extend- 
ed,  and  had  a  field  of  honour  and  preferment  been  opened  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  country,  this  unfortunate  insurrection 
would  not  have  been  attempted,  and  the  rmn  of  many  ho- 
nourable families  might  have  thus  been  prevented. 

The  liberal,  and  even  paternal,  indulgence  shown  by  his 
Majesty  towards-  the  victims  of  mistaken  loyalty  is  wdl 
known.  *  He  looked  upon  thdr  political  attachment,  and 
their  fidelity  to  an  unfortunate  family,  as  pledges  of  disinte- 
rested loyalty,  which  might,  by  kindness,  be  at  some  future 
day  transferred  to  the  proper  object,  and  which  afforded  the 
best  proof  of  ultimate  support  to  his  own  person  and  govern- 
ment. He  therefore  received  graciously  not  only  the  de-. 
acendants  of  those  who  had  been  engaged  in  that  f  ebellion, 
but  likewise  several  who  had  themselves  acted  a  conspicuous 
part  in  it.  Among  these  were  the  Earl  of  Airley  and  Lord  • 
Macleod,  General  Eraser  of  Lovat,  Mr  Farquharson  of  Mo- 
naltree.  Sir  John  Wedderbum,  and  others,  -f-  Several  of  these 
individuals  were  early  employed  in  his  Majesty'^s  service. 

*  His  Majesty  kkiew  well  that  there  were  many  gentlemen  in  the 
North,  who  not  only  reftised  to  take  the  oaths  of  abjuration,  but  he- 
ntated  to  drink  his  health  us  King  of  Great  Britain.  To  those  gen- 
tlemen he  frequently  sent  his  compliments  by  any  person  whom  he 
knew  going  to  their  part  of  the  country,  and  always  reminded  them, 
that,  on  the  fiulure  of  their  own  King,  he  expected  a  transfer  of  their 
loyalty  and  attachment.  He  was  much  diverted  with  the  ingenious 
method  which  a  gentleman  of  Perthshire  (Mr  Oliphant  of  Gask) 
adopted  to  avoid  drinking  his  heolth,  and  to  substitute  that  of  an- 
other. Gask  had  christened  his  son  Charles.  The  boy  sat  next  his  &ther 
every  day  at  dinner ;  and,  after  the  cloth  was  removed,  the  old  gen- 
tleman filled  a  bumper,  and,  turning  round  to  his  son,  eried  out,  with 
a  tap  on  the  shoulder,  "  Charles,  the  King's *healtb>l" 

-f  As  an  instance  of  the  influence  his  Majesty's  conduct  had  on  the 
mind  and  feelings  of  those  who  were  once  disposed  to  dispute  the  right 
of  his  fiunily  to  the  throne,  I  may  mention  that  of  an  old  and  honour- 
able Jacobite,  who  died  in  Athole  a  few  years  ago.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected, that,  when  the  French  took  possession  of  the  Papal  territories; 
they  drove  the  late  Cardinal  York  from  his  residence  at  Frescati, 
and  that  his  Majesty  settled  an  annuity  of  L.  iOOO  on  the  Cardinal, 
who,  in  return  for  this  generous  liberality,  left  him  the  Ribbon  and 


52  Loudon's  Highlanders. 

By  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  this  regimelit  was 
called  to  the  field  without  being  disciplined  ;  but  this  defi- 
ciency was  then  of  the  less  importance,  as  the  habits  of  the 
people  made  the  change  to  a  military  life  easy :  and  besides, 
die  enemy  they  were  to  meet  was  as  undisciplined  as  them- 
selves. JSesides,  in  those  days,  a  young  soldier  was  not 
startled  at  the  report  of  his  own.  piece,  nor  did  it  require 
time  to  accustom  him  to  fire  ball  without  shrinking.  * 

This  regiment  did  not  act  in  a.  body  during  those  trou- 
bles. So  rapid  and  unexpected  were  the  movements  of  the 
rebels,  that  the  communication  between  the  Perth  and  In- 
verness divisions  was  interrupted,  and  they  never  united  till 
after  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection.     Indeed,  several 

Star  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  which  had  beep  worn  by  Charles  I.y 
*'  the  only  property  now  in  his  possession^  and  the  only  legacy  he  had 
to  leave  to  the  rightful  heir  of  his  fiunily,  and  possessor  of  that  crown 
which  his  father  and  brother  had  so  long  claimed."  The  old  gentle- 
man I  haVe  just  noticed  had  been  ^'  duf  (as  the  term  was)  in  the 
year  1745,  and  retained  his  ancient  predilections  to  the  last.  Living 
to  a  great  age,  his  sight  failed ;  and,  one  morning  as  his  son  was  read- 
ing the  newspapers  aloud,  he  came  to  this  notice  of  what  the  King 
had  done  for  the  Cardinal. — "  Hold  there,"  says  the  old  man,  starting 
up ;  **  read  that  again."  Wlien  this  was.  done,  he  exclaimed,  with 
great  emotion,  *'  May  God  Almighty,  in  his  infinite  goodness,  bless 
and  prosper  him  in  the  chair  *  he  fills  and  deserves  so  well,  and  may 
God  forgive  me  for  not  saying  so  before ;"  and,  as  long  as  he  lived,  he 
never  failed  praying  dally  for  his  Majesty. 

*  If  the  volunteer  system  had  served  no  other  purpose  but  to  ac- 
custom the  youth  to  the  use  of  arras,  the  money  expended  would  have 
been  well  bestowed.  Happily  for  this  country,  war  has  for  a  long  pe- 
riod been  kept  at  sucH  a  distance,  that  its  fatigues,  habits,  and  dan- 
gers, have  been  known  only  by  report ;  and  young  men  had  been  so 
little  accustomed  to  fire*arms,  that  it  was  equally  ridiculous  and  re- 
markable to  observe  the  alarm  with  which  many  were  filled  when  they 
first  began  to  use  gunpowder.  After  they  were  in  some  measure  ha« 
bituated  to  this  innocent  but  lioisy  exercise,  it  required  a  second  train- 
ing to  make  them  cool  and  steady  when  firing  ball. 

i 

*  The  Highlanders  call  the  Thio&e  the  Chair,  in  allusion,  probably,  to  Uie 
chair  in  wfaieh  so  many  of  their  Kings  of  ancient  Albion  had  beeo  crowned,  and 
which  is  now  in  the  Tower  of  London; 
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of  the  officers  and  a  number  of  the  men  actually  joined  the 
rebels.  The  companies  in  the  northern  counties  were  em- 
ployed there  under  Lord  Loudon,  while  others  were  occu- 
pied in  the  central  and  southern  Highlands.  Three  com- 
panies, '  under  the  Honourable  Captains-  Stuart  and  Mac- 
kay,  and  Captain  Munro  of  Fowlis,  were  present  at  the  battle 
of  Preston  in  September  1745.  Every  man  and  officer  was 
taken  prisoner.  Three  companies  were  also  at  the  battle  of 
Culloden,  where  they  lost  Captain  Campbell  and  six  men 
killed,  and  two  soldiers  wounded. 

After  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion,  the  regiment  re- 
mained in  Scotland  till  the  month  of  May  1747,  wlien  they 
were  marched  to  Burntisland,  and  embarked  there  on  the 
80th,  with  orders  to  join  the  allied  armies  in  Flanders. 
Owing  to  various  delays,  a  junction  was  not  formed  with 
iheDuke  of  Cumberland's  army  till  aftet  the  battie  of  La  Felt 
on  the  Sd  of  July ;  and  hence  it  happened  to  Lord  Loudon's 
as  to  Lord  John  Murray's  Highlanders,  who  unfortunate- 
ly arrived  too  late  for  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  and  thereby 
lost  the  opportunity  of  ditsinguishing  themselves  on  that 
occasion,  the  only  victory  obtained  in  those. campaigns.     It 
is  remarkable,  that,  although  the  British  had  the  advan- 
tage in  the  first  part  of  every  battie,  and  the  enemy  gave  . 
"way  to  their  impetuous  advances,  yet,  when  victory  seemed 
their  own,  they  were  compelled  by  )9ome  fatality,  or  rather, 
perhaps,  by  tiie  great  talents  of  Marshal  Saxe,  to  retire 
from  the  field.     Such  was  the  case  at  La  Leit,  which  might 
lessen  the  disappointment  of  Loudon's  regiment  at  being  ab- 
sent ;  at  the  same  tim^  it  may  be  recollected,  that  on  no 
future  occasion  was  the  conduct  of  the  42d  regiment  more 
favourably  noticed  than  at  Fontenoy^  which  was  a  thorough 
defeat     JBut  as  aU  true  soldiers  must  regret  the  loss  of  every 
opportunity  of  distinguishing  themselves,  so  the  delay  which 
prevented  the  junction  of  this  regiment  with  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland's  army  previously  to  this  battie  must  be  con- 
ffldered  as  a  ndsfortune, — a  misfortune,  however,  which  they 
had  soon  an  opportunity  of  retrieving  on  an  important  ser- 


54  Loudon's  Highlanders.    ' 

Tioe,  namely,  the  defence  of  Bergen-op-zoom.  This  garrison 
Mar»^1^ftl  Saxe  had  detennined  to  attack  with  25,000  men, 
under  the  command  of  Grenerai  Count  Lowendahl.  To  op- 
pose this  force,  all  the  disposable  troops  in  Brabant,  includ- 
ing Loudon^s  Highlanders,  were  collected  and  marched  to 
the  lines  of  Bergen-op-zoom.  These  lines  were  strongly 
fortified,  and  occupied  by  eighteen  battalions,  to  relieve  the 
garrison  of  a  portion  of  their  duty,  and  to  preserve  the  com- 
munication with  the  country.  This  fortress,  a  favourite 
work  of  Coehom,  which  had  never  been  taken,  and  was 
supposed  impregnable,  contained  six  battalions,  supported 
by  the  eighteen  in  the  lines,  with  £50  pieces  of  cannon.  Gre- 
nerai Croustrum,  the  governor  of  Brabant,  assumed  the 
command.  He  was  an  officer  of  great  experience,  but  aged, 
and  so  deaf,  that  he  could  hardly  hear  the  report  of  his  own 
guns. 

General  Lowendahl  carried  on  his  preparations  and  ap- 
proaches with  great  vigour,  and  opened  his  batteries  on  the 
14fth  of  July.  .  These  were  met  with  equal  vivacity  by  the 
besieged.  The  importance  of  the  places  ijie  number  of  the 
opposing  forces^  and  the  vigour  with  which  it  was  attacked 
and  defended,  attracted  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  From 
the  15th  of  July  till  the  17th  of  September,  the  siege  was 
carried  on  without  intermission.  The  besiegers  suffered 
extremely,  and  were  repulsed  in  every  attempt.  The  troops 
in  the  town  were  relieved  every  twenty-four  hours  from  the 
lines,  and  were  so  protected  with  covered  ways  and  case- 
mentSy  that  their  loss  was  comparatively  small.  Many  in- 
stances of  bravery  were  displayed  on  both  sides,  in  the  dif- 
ferent attacks  and  sorties.  In  one  of  these  we  find,  that, 
on  the  25th  of  July,  *^  the  Highlanders,  who  were  posted 
in  Fort'Rouro  which  covers  the  lines  of  Bergen-op-zoom, 
made  a  sally  sword  in  hand,  in  which  they  were  so  success- 
ful as  to  destroy  the  enemy^s  grand  battery,  and  to  kill  so 
many  of  their  men,  that  Count  Lowendahl  beat  a  parley, 
in  order  to  bury  the  dead.  To  this,  it  was  answered,  that, 
had  he  attacked  the  place  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  war. 


1 


Loudon's  Highlanders.  55 

his  demand  would  certainly  have  been  granted ;  but,  as  he 
had  begun  the  siege,  like  an  incendiary,  by  setting  fire  to 
the  city  with  red-hot  balls,  a  resoludon  had  been  taken 
ndther  to  ask  or  grant  any  suspension  of  arms.'"  *     There 
were  more  mines  sprung,  and  more  lives  lost  by  their  ex* 
plosion,  than  in  almost  any  similar  operaticms  on  record. 
Those  of  the  French  were  duice  exploded  by  the  garrison, 
and,  on  one  occasion,  seven  hundred  of  the  enemy  were  de- 
stroyed in  <»ie  of  their  own  mines,  which  exploded  ibo  soon. 
At  length  breaches  were  made  in  a  ravelin,  and  two  bastions. 
The  breaches  being  enlarged.  General  Lowendahl  attempted 
a  storm,.which  he  accomphshed  on  the  night  of  the  16th 
September,  when  his  troops  threw  themselves  into  the  fosse, 
mounted  the  breaches,  forced  open  a  sally-port,  and  got 
possession  of  the  ramparts,  along  which  they  ranged  them- 
selves, ahnost  before  the  garrison  had  assembled.     So  sud- 
den and  unexpected  was  the  attack,  that  several  of  the  of- 
fioers  flew  into  the  ranks  in-  their  shirts.     But,  although  the 
enemy  got  possession  of  the  ramparts,  they  did  not  gain  the 
town  so  easily.     There  they  were  opposed  by  two  re^ments 
of  the  Scotch  brigade,  which  made  so  firm  a  stand,  that 
the  governor  and  garrison  were  enabled  to  recover  them- 
selves from  their  first  surprise ;  otherwise  the  whole  would 
have  been  killed,  or  forced  to  surrender.     *^  The  Scotch 
assembled  in  the  inarket-place,  and  attacked  the  French 
with  such  vigour,  that  they  drove  them  from  street  to  street, 
till  fresh  reinforcements  pouring  in,  compelled  them  to  re- 
treat in  their  turn,  disputing  every  inch  as  they  retired,  and 
fighting  till  two-thirds  of  their  number  fell  on  the  spot, 
killed  or  severely  wounded,  when  the  remains  brought  off 
the  old  governor,  and  joined  the  troops  in  the  lines.^f 

*  Hague  Gaiette. 

f  On  oompering  tbe  assaiilts  on  Bergen-op-zoom  in  1747  and  16t4k, 
the  coincidence  of  circanistanceB  in  the  first  part  of  the  operations  is 
striking.  lu  1814  the  troops  scaled  the  waUs^  and  while  one  part  secur- 
ed tbe  principal  gate  and  drawbridge,  the  others  got  poaaesaion  of  the 
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These  troops  made  no  movement  in  support  of  the  garri- 
son, but  retreated  immediatelyy  with  apparently  unnecessary 
precipitatioti,  abandoning  all  to  the  enemy.  An  account  of 
this  assault  published  at  the  Ifague  states,  that  ^^  Two  bat- 
talions of  the  Scotch  brigade  have,  as  usual,  done  honour  to 
th^  .country,  which  is  all  we  have  to  comfort  us  for  the  loss 
of  such  brave  men,  who  from  1450  are  now  reduced  to  S80 
men,  and  those  have  valiantly  brought  their  colours  with 
them,  i)^ch  the  grenadiers  twice  recovered  from  the  midst 
of  the  Fr^ch  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  Swiss  have 
also  suffered,  while  others  took  a  more  speedy  way  to  escape 
danger  r  *  Another  account,  in  commemorating  the  loss  in 
this  assault,  says,  ^^  It  appears  that  more  than  300  of  the 
Scotch  brigade  fought  their  way  through  the  enemy,  and 
that  they  have  had  19  officers  killed,  and  18  wounded,  -f* 
Lieutenants  Francis  and  Allan  Maclean  of  the  brigade  were 
taken  prisoners,  and  carried  before  General  Lowendahl,  wlio. 
thus  addressed  them  :  ^  Grentlemen,  consider  yourselves  on 
parole.  If  all  had  conducted  themselves  as  you  and  your 
brave  corps  have  done,  I  should  not  now  be  master  of  Ber- 
gen-op-zoom/  ^  % 

The  fate  of  this  strong  and  important  place  excited  ve- 
hement suspicions  of  treachery  on  the  part  of  the  garrison. 

ramparts^  and  ranged  themselves  along  two-thirds  of  the  bastions^  and 
«11  with  no  effectual  resistimce  from  the  enemy.  Bat,  in  the  farther 
ezecatioti  and  final  result  of  this  bold  and  well  arranged  enterprise^ 
BO  highly  creditable  to  the  commander^  and  which  deserved  a  better 
&te»  the  troops  of  General  Graham  were  not  so  fortunate  as  those  of 
Count  Lowendalil,  who  was  created  a  Field  Marshal  by  the  King  of 
France,  and  appointed  governor  of  the  conquest  he  had  achieved. 

*  Hague  Gazette. ' 

t  History  of  the  Siege. 

X  Lieutenant  Allan  Maclean  was  son  of  Maclean  of  Torloisk.  He  left 
the  Dutch  and  entered  the  British  service.  He  was  a  captain  in  Mont- 
gomerie's  Highlanders  in  1161,  raised  the  114th  Highland  regiment  in 
1759^  and,  in  1775^  raised  a  battalion  of  the  84th,  a  Highland  Emigrant 
Begiment,  and,  by  hia  unwearied  zeal  and  abilities,  was  the  principal 
cause  of  the  defeat  of  the  Americans  at  the  attack  on  Quebec  in 
1775-6. 
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After  holding  out  with  s6  much  firmness  against  the  most 
vigorous  assaults,  it  at  last  yielded  with  little  resistance  be- 
yond what  was  made  by  the  Scotch  brigade.     So  great  was 
the  anxiety  of  the  people  of  the  United  Provinces  for  the 
safety  of  this  garrison,   that   they  supplied  the  soldiers 
with  an  additional  idlowance  of  provisions,  and  every  ne- 
cessary assistance ;  with  nourishing  food  and  cordials  for 
the  sick  and  wounded.      Large  sums  of  money  were  pre- 
sented by  individuals^  and  collected  by  general  contribution, 
to  encourage  the  soldiers  to  make  a  resolute  defence.     In 
Amsterdam  L.  17,000  wece  collected  in  one  day  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the.  soldiers  if  they  compelled  the  enemy  to 
raise  the  siege.     During  its  continuance,  every  soldier  who 
carried  away  a  ^bion  from  the  enemy  was  paid  a  crown. 
Some  of  the  Scotch  soldiers  gained  ten  crowns  a^day  by  this 
kind  of  service.     Those  who  performed  more  daring  ex- 
ploits, such  as  taking  the  burning  fiise  out  of  the  bombs  of 
the  enemy,  when  they  fell  within  the  garrison,  were  reward- 
ed with  ten  or  twelve  ducats.     With  such  an  anxious  desire 
to  preserve  their  garrison,  the  disappointment  of  the  Dutch 
was  deep  and.  strong.     They  consequently  gave  ear  the 
more  readily  to  insinuations  of  treachery  on  the  part  of  the 
eommanders,  who  had  so  strong  a  force  at  their  disposal. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  cause  of  the  final  result,  the 
resolute  defence  made  during  the  siege  is  proved  from  the 
loss  of  the  enemy,  which  exceeded  28,000  men,  an  estimate 
which,  great  as  it  is,  was  believed  and  confessed  'by  the 
French  themselves  to  be  Qorrect,  while  that  of  the  garrison, 
from  their  covered  situation,  and  spirited  resistance  in  all 
attacks  except  the  last,  did  not  exceed  4,000  men.     No 
detailed  account  of  casualties  was  published.  * 

*  Mn  Gnnt^in  her  "  Superstitions  of  the  Highlanders/  gives  the 
fbllowing  anecdote  of  fiuthAil  attachment : — Captain  Fraser  of  Cnl- 
dvthel,  an  officer  of  the  Black  Watch>  was  a  volanteer  at  this  cele- 
brated stege«  as  was  likewise  his  Colonel,  Lord  John  Murray.  Cap- 
tain Fraser  was  accompanied  by  his  servant^  who  was  alao  his  foster- 
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After  the  loss  of  Bergen-op-zoomy  the  regiment  joined 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  army,  and  at  the  peace  of  1748 
was  ordered  to  Scotland,  and  reduced  at  Perth  in  the  month 
of  Jime  of  that  year. 

brother.  *  A  party  fitim  the  lines  was  ordered  to  attack  and  destroy 
a  battery  raised  by  the  enemy.  Captain  Fraser  accompanied  this  party^ 
directing  his  servant  to  remain  in  the  garrison.  ''  The  night  was 
pitch  daik,  and  the  party  had  such  difficulty  in  proceedings  that  they 
were  fbroed  to  halt  for  a  short  time.  As  they  moved  forward.  Captain 
Fraser  felt  his  path  impeded,  and  putting  down  his  hand  to  discover 
the  cause,  he  caught  hold  of  a  plaid,  and  seized  the  owner,  who  seem* 
ed.to  grovel  on  the  ground.  He  held  the  caitiff  with  one  hand,  and 
drew  his  dirk  with  the  other,  when  he  heard  the  imploring  voice  of 
his  fiister-brother.  '  '  What  the  devil  brought  you  here?'  'Just  love 
of  you,  and  care  of  your  person.'  *  Why  so,  when  your  love  can  do  me 
no  good,  and  why  encumber  yourself  with  a  plaid  ?'  *  Alas,  how  could 
1  ever  see  my  mother  had  you  been  killed  or  wounded,  and  I. not  been 
there  to  cSrry  you  to  the  surgeon,  or  to  Christian  burial ;  and  how 
could  I  do  either  without  my  plaid  to  wrap  you  in  ?'  Upon  inquiry, 
it  was  found  that  the  poor  man  had  crawlM  out  on  his  knees  and 
hands  between  the  centinels,  then  followed  the  party  at  some  distance* 
till  he  thojaght  they  were  approaching  the  pface  of  assault,  and  then 
again  crept  in  the  same  manner  on  the  ground  beside  his  master,  that 
he  might  be  near  him  unobserved." 

This  faithful  adherent  had  soon  occasion  to  assist  at  the  obsequies 
of  his  foster-brother,  who  was  killed  a  few  days  afterwards  by  an  acci- 
dental shot,  as  he  was  looking  over  the  ramparts  viewing  the  operations 
of  the  enemy. 

•  <<  When  a  son  is  bom  to  the  chief  of  a  Highland .  family,  there  generally 
arises  a  oantention  among  the  tenanto  which  of  them  shall  have  the  fostering  of 
the  child  when  it  is  taken  from  the  nursery.  The  happy  roan  who  succeeds  in 
his  suit  is  ever  after  called  the  foster-father ;  tod  his  children  the  foster-brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  young  laird."  f 

t  Letters  fym  an  English  Officer  in  tlie  Highlands,  to  a  Friend  in  London. 
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8ETENTY-8SYENTH    EE6IMENT, 

OR 
MONTGOMEBIS^S   HIGHLANDERS. 

1767. 

As  irill  be  noticed^  in  speaking  of  the  78th  regiment, 
when  Government  had  determined  to  ndse  Highland  corps, 
letters  of  service  were  issued  to  Major  the  Honourable  Ar- 
chibald Montgomerie,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Eglinton,  to  re- 
cruit a  regiment  in  the  north.  From  his  connections  and' 
personal  character,  Major  Montgomerie  was  peculiarly  well 
qualified  for  the  command  of  a  Highland  regiment.  Hav- 
ing one  sister.  Lady  Margaret,  miarried  to  Sir  Alexander 
Macdonald  of  Slate,  in  the  northern ;  and  another,  Lady 
Christian,  married  to  the  Liurd  of  Abercaimey,  on  the 
borders  of  the  southern  Highladds ;  he  mixed  much  with 
the  people,  and  being  a  high-spirited  young  man,  with  a 
consideraUe  dash  .of  romantic  enthusiasm  in  his  composi- 
tion, and  with  manners  cheerful  and  affable,  he  made  him- 
self highly  acceptable  to  the  Highlanders ;  and. by  the  sup- 
port which  he  met  with,  and  the  judicious  selection  of  offi- 
cers of  influence  in  the  north,  he  soon  completed  an  excel- 
lent body  of  men,  who  were  formed  into  a  regiment  of  16 
companies,  of  105  rank  and  file  each,  making  in  all,  with 
65  Serjeants,  80  pipers  and  drummers,  1,4^  effective  men. 
The  corps  wa»  numbered  the  77th  regiment. 

Colonel  Montgomerie^s  commissicm  was  dated  the  4th  of 
January  1757,  and  those  of  all  the  other  officers  each  a  day 
later  than  his  senior  in  the  same  rank. 

LieuienanUCoUmd  commanding. 
The  Honourable  Ardiibald  Montgomerie^  (afterwards  Earl  of  Eglin« 
Um^)  died  a  General  in  the  army^  and  Colonel  of  the  Scotdi  GrejH, 
in  I79«. 
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James  Grant  of  BaHcndalloch,  died  a  General  in  the  army  in  1806. 
Alexander  CampbelL 

Captains* 

John  Sinclair. 

Hugh  Mackenzie. 

John  Gonrdon. 

Alexander  Mackenzie^  killed  at  St  John's,  1761.    ' 

William  Maodonald,  killed  at  Fort  da  Quesne>  17^9. 

Gemrge  Munro^  do.  do. 

Rohert  Mackenzie. 

Allan  Maclean^  from  the  Dutch  Brigade,'  Colonel  of  the  84th  Highland 

l^migranta;  died  a  Mfgor-general*  1784. 
James  Rohertson. 
Allan  Cameron. 
Captain-'Lieuienant,  Alexander  Mackintosh. 

'  Lieutenants* 

Charles  FarqnharsOn*  Donald  Macdonald. 

Alexander  Mackenzie,  killed  at..  William  Mackenzie,  killed  at  Fort 

Fort  du  Quesne^  1769.  du  Quesne. 

Nichol  Sutherland,  died  lieute-  Robert  Mackenzie,          do. 

nant-oolonel  of  the  47th  r^-  Henry  Munro. 

ment,  1780.  Alexander  Macdonald,  killed  at 

Archibald  Robertson.  Fort  du  Quesne. 

Duncan  Bayne.  Donald  CampbelL 

James  Duff.  Hugh  3Iontgomerie,  now  Earl  of 

Colin  Campbell,  killed  at  Fort  Eglinton.* 

du  Quesne.  James  Maclean,  killed  in  the  West 

Jsmes  Grant.  Indies,  -1 76 1 . 

Alexand^  Macdonald.  •  Alexander  Campbell. 

Joseph  Grant.  John  Campbell. 

Robert  Grant.  James  Macpherson. 

Cosmo  Martin.  Archibald  Macvicar,  killed  at  the 

John  Macnab.  H'aTannah,  1 762. 
Hntjtk  Gordon,  killed  m  Maiti- 

luque,  1762. 

Ensiffns. 

Alexander  Grant  William  Maclean. 

William  Haggart.  Jumes  Grant. 

Lewis  Houston.  John  Macdonald. 
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Ronald  Mackinnon.  Archibald  Crawford* 

George  Mnnro.  Jamea  Bain. 

Alexander  Mackenzie.  Allan  Stewart. 
John  Madachlane. 

Chaplain^  Henry  Monro.  Quarter^Master,  Alex.  Montgomerie. 

Adjutant,  Donald  Stewact.  Surgeon,  Allan  Stewart. 

This  (xnps  was  embodied  at^  Stirling,  and  embarked  at 
Greenock  for  Halifax^  without  time  being  allowed  for  ac- 
quiring the  use  of  arms  in  an  uniform  manner.     On  the 
commencement  of  operations  in  1758,  the  77th  was  attach- 
ed to  the  corps  under  Brigadier  General  Forbes,  in  the  ex- 
pedition against  Fort  du  Quesne.     This,  and  all  the  other 
movements  of  this  regiment,  are  included  in  the  narrative 
of  the  service  of  th^  4Sd  regiment 

Montgomerie^s  Highlanders  were  often  employed  in 
small  detached  expeditions,  traversing,  to  a  very  great  ex- 
tent, the  most  difficult  countries.  In  these  inarches  they 
had  numberless  skirmishes  with  the  Indians,  and  with  the 
irregular  troops  of  the  enemy ;  *  a  species  of  service  of  the 

*  Seyeral  soldiers  of  this  and  other  r^^ents  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Indians,  being -taken  in  an  ambush.    Allan  Macphersdn,  one  of 
these  soldiers,  witnei^g  the  miserable  fate  of  seyeral  of  his  fellow- 
priflonen,  who  ha4  been  tortured  to  death  by  the  Indians,  and  seeing 
them  preparing  to  commence  the  same  operations  upon  himself,  made- 
signs  that  he  had  something  to  communicate.    An  interpreter  was 
brought.    Macpherson  told  them,  that,  provided  his  life  was  spared 
for  a  few  minutes,  he  would  communicate  the  secret  of  an  extraordi* 
nary  medicine,  which,  if  applied  to  the  skin,  would  cause  it  to  resist 
the  strongest  blow  of  a  tomahawk,  or  sword,  and  that,  if  they  would 
allow  him  to  go  to  the  woods  with  a  guard,  to  collect  the  plants  proper 
for  this  medicine^  he  would  prepare  it,  and  allow  the  experiment  to  be 
tried  on  his  own  neck  by  the  strongest  and  most  expert  warrior  amongst 
them.    This  story  easily  gained  upon  the  superstitious  credulity  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  request  of  the  Highlander  was  instantly  complied 
with.    Being  sent  into  the  woods,  he  soon  returned  with  such  plants 
as  he  chose  to  pick  up.    Having  boiled  these  herbs,  he  rubbed  his 
neck  with  their  juice,  and  laying  his  head  upon  a  log  of  wood,  desired 
the  strongest  man  among  them  to  strike  at  his  neck  with  his  tomahawk, 
when  he  would  find  he  could  not  make  the  smallest  impression.     An 
Indian,  levelling  a  blow  with  all  his  might,  cut  with  such  force,  thai 


Gi^ 


montgomerib's  hioulanders. 


most  harassing  kind,  as  it  required  the  greatest  personal 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  soldiers,  and  demanded  constant 
rigilanoe  and  presence  of  mind  on  that  of  the  officers. 
Hence,  it  was  well  calculated  to  open  a  field  to  the  junior  offi- 
cers for  acquiring  professional  experience  in  their  detached 
commands.  The  enterprises  in  which  they  were  engaged 
necessarily  obliged  them  to  depend  on  their  own  resources, 
m  a  way  quite  diffisrent  from  what  would  have  been  called  for, 
had  they  been  acting  under  the  immediate  direction  of  others. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  all  the  officers  and  men 
who  chose  to  settle  in  America  were  permitted  to  do  so, 
each  receiving  a  grant  of  land  in  proportion  to  his  rank.  A 
number  of  these  officers  and  men,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
78th  regiment,  joined  the  King^s  standard  in  1776,  and 
fcfrmed  a  corps  along  with  the  Highland  Emigrants  in  the 
84th  regbment. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
durii^  the  war :— ; 


DATS. 


Sept.  11^  1758, 
Jnne    1,  1760, 

1761, 
1762, 


NAME  OP  THE 

STATIONS. 


Fort  da  Quesne, 
Little  Keome, 
Estatoe, 
Martiniqne,     • 
Hayannah, 
St  John's,      - 
On  passage  to  the 
West  Indies, 


L 


KU^LED. 


1 
1 
1 


Total, 


11 


i 

CO 

3 
8 


i 


gi 


i 


1 

Mi 


WOUNDED. 


92 
2 
6 

4 
8 
4 


110 


9 

4 
1 


1 


14 


II 

[BK. 

q9 


1 
1 


9 


9 


801 
24 

6 

8 
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the  head  flew  off  to  the  distance  of  several  yards.  The  Indians  were 
fixed  in  amaiement  at  their  own  credulity,  and  the  address  with  which 
the  prisoner  had  escaped  the  lingering  death  prepared  for  him ;  hut, 
instead  of  hdng  enraged  at  this  escape  of  their  victim,  they  were  so 
pleased  with  his  ingennityj  that  they  refrained  from  inflicting  fiurther 
cmdtieson  the  remaining  prisoiieiv. 
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8ETS17TY-BIGHTH   BEGIMEl^T, 

Q& 
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1757. 

In  the  course  of  ten  years  after  the  Insurrection  of  1746, 
the  wise  policy  of  Lord  Chatham  (then  Mr  Pitt)  had 
suggested  a  remedy  for  the  spirit  of  disaffection  among  the 
Highlanders,  whidi  his  sagacity  had  enabled  him  to  trace 
to  its  proper  source.  It  did  not  escape  his  penetration,  that 
much  of  their  attachment  to  the  descendants  of  their  an- 
cient kings  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  romantic  and  chival- 
rous dispositions  of  the  people,  which  kindled  and  kept 
warm  the  sentiment  of  mistaken  loyalty,  by  constant  re- 
ference to  the  misfortunes  and  sufferings  of  those  who  were 
its  objects.  He,  therefore,  determined  to  abandon  the 
illiberal  policy  which  had  served  only  to  alienate  the  affec- 
tions of  a  valuable  portion  of  the  people,  and  to  repose 
that  confidence  in  the  gratitude  and  fidelity  of  the  High^ 
landers,  which  future  events  have  so  fully  justified.  '  In  hia 
celebrated  speech  on  the  commencement  of  the  differences 
with  America,  in  1766,  he  thus  expresses  himself:  "  I  sought 
for  merit  wherever  it  was  to  be  found ;  it  is  my  boast  that 
I  was  the  first  minister  who  looked  for  it  and  found  it  in 
the  mountains  of  the  north.     I  called  it  forth,  and  drew  in« 

m 

to  your  service  a  hardy  and  intrepid  race  of  men,  who, 
when  left  by  your  jealousy,  became  a  prey  to  the  arti- 
fice of  your  enemies,  and  had  gone  nigh  to  have  over- 
turned the.  State  in  the  war  before  the  last.  '  These 
men  in  the  last  war  were  brought  to  combat  on  your 
side ;  they  served  with  fidelity,  as'  they  fought  with 
valour,  and  conquered  for  you  in  every  part  of  the 
world.^    An  anonymous  author,  a  friend  of  Lord   Chat- 
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haim\  notiong^how  this  call  to  arms  was  answered,  ob- 
serves of  those  men  who,  a  few  years  before,  and  while  they 
saw  any  hope,  ^^  were  devoted  to,  and  too  long  had  follow- 
ed,  the  fate  of  the  race  of  Stuart  ;^  that  ^^  now  battalions  on 
battalions  were  raised  in  the  remotest  parts  of  the  High- 
lands.'  Erasers,  Macdonalds,  Camerons,  Macleans,  Mac- 
phersons,  and  others  of  disalFected  names  and  clans,  were 
enrolled  ;  their  chiefs  or  connections  obtained  commissions, 
the  lower  class,  always  ready  to  follow,  they  with  eagerness 
endeavoured  who  should  be  first  enlisted.^ 

Actuated  by  such  hberal  sentiments,  Mr  Pitt,  in  the  year 
1757,  recommended  to  his  Majesty  George  II.  to  attach 
the  Highlanders  to  his  person,  by  employing  them  in  his 
service .;  and,  in  evidence  of  the  disappearance  of  all  jea- 
lousy on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  the  Honourable  Simon 
Fraser,  who  had  himself  been  engaged  in  the  Rebellion,  for 
which  his  father,  Lord  Lovat,  had  been  beheaded  on  Tower 
Hill,  was  appointed  Lieutenant^Colonel  Commandant  of  a 
battalion,  to  be  raised  on  the  forfeited  estate  of  his  own  family, 
(then  vested  in  the  Crown,)  and  of  those  of  his  kinsmen 
and  clan. 

The  result  showed  that  the  experiment  had  succeed- 
ed, and  with  what  disinterested  fidelity  young  Lovat  had 
been  supported.  Without  estate,  money,  or  influence ;  be- 
yond, that  influence  which  flowed  from  attachment  tp  his 
family,  his  person,  and  name;  this  gentleman,  in  a  few 
weeks,  found  himself  at  the  head  of  800  men,  recruited  by 
himself.  The  gentlemen  of  the  country  and  the  ofiicers  of  the 
regiment,  added  more  than  700 ;  and  thus' a  battalion  was 
formed  of  IS  companies  of  105  rank  and  file  each,  making 
in  all  1,400  men,  including  65  Serjeants  and  30  pipers  and 
drummers. 

Ail  accounts  concujr  in  describing  this  as  a  superior  body 
of  men.  Their  character  and  actions  raised  the  military 
reputation,  and  gave,  a  favourable  impression  of  the  moral 
virtues  of  the  sons  of  the  mountains. 
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The  following  list  will  show  the  names  of  the  officers, 
ivhose  commissions  were  dated  6th  of  January  1757. 

IAeuUnaiKt»Colonel  Commandaniy  the  Honooiable  Simon.  Ftnaet,  died 
a  lientenant-General  in  1782. 

Mqfon* 
James  Clepbane. 

John  Campbell  of  Dunooo>  afterwards  Lieutenant-Colonel  Command- 
ant of  Campbell  Highlanders  in  Germany. 

John  Macpherson^  brother  of  dnnie. 

John  Campbell  of  BaUimore. 

Simon  Fraaer  of  Inverallochy^  killed  on  the  Heights  of  Abraham  1759. 

Donald  Macdonald,  brother  to  Clanronald,  killed  at  Quebec  in  1769. 

John  Macdonell  of  T^iochgarry,  afterwards  Colonel  of  the  76th>  or  Mac- 

donald's  Regiment. 
Alexander  Cameron  of  Dangallon. 

Thomas  Rosa  of  Cnlroasie^  killed  on  the  Heights  of  Abraham  1749. 
Thomas  Fraaer  of  Strui. . 
Alexander  Fraser  of  CuldntheL 
Six  Henry  Seton  of  Abercom  and  Culbeg. 
James  Fraser  of  Belladrum. 
Capiah^Lieuienant  Simon  Fraaer^  died  Lieutenant-General  in  1812. 

Lieutenanit' 
Alexander  Madeod. 
Hugh  Cameron. 
Ronald  Maodonald  of  Keppoch. 
Charles  Maodonell  fWnn  Glengarry,  killed  at  St  John's. 
Roderick  MacneiU  of  Barra,  killed  on  the  Heights  of  Abraham  1759. 
William  Maodondl. 
Archibald  Campbell  of  Glenlyon. 
John  Fraser  of  Balnain. 

Hector  Maodonald,  brother  to  Boisdale,  killed  1759. 
Allan  Stewart,  son  of  InnemaheU. 
John  Fraser. 

Alexander  MacdoneD,  son  of  Barisdale^  killed  on  the  Heights  of  Abra- 
ham 1759. 
Alexander  Fraser,  killed  at  Louisbourgi 
Alexander  Campbell  of  Aroas. 
John  Dooglaaf. 
John  Nairn. 
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Arthur  Rose,  of  the  fionlly  of  EilrftTOcL 

Alexander  Fraaer. 

JobTi  MacdoDell  of  Leeks,  died  iii  Berwick  1818. 

Cosmo  Gordon,  killed  at  Quebec  1700. 

David  Baillie,  killed  at  Loaisbonig; 

Charles  Stewart,  ton  of  Colonel  John  Roy  Stewart. 

Ewen  Cameron,  of  the  family  of  GleneTis. 

Allan  Cameron. 

John  Cuthbert,  killed  at  Louubouig* 

Simon  Fraaer. 

Archibald  MacaUiater,  of  the  &mily  of  Loup. 

James  Murray,  killed  at  Lonisbourg. 

Alexander  Fraaer. 

Donald  Cameron,  son  of  Faasfeam,  died  Lieutenant  on  half  pay  1817. 

John  Chiaholm. 

John  Fraaer  of  Erroggie. 

Simon  Fraser. 

James  Mackenzie. 

Malcolm  Fraaer,  afterwards  Captain  84th  regiment. 

Donald  MacneiL 

Henry  Munro. 

Hugh  Fraser,  afterwards  Captain  84th,  or  Highland  Emigrants. 

Alexander  Gregorson,  Ardtcnmish. 

James  Henderson. 

Robert  Menzies. 

John  Campbell,  killed. 

Chaplain,  Robert  Macpherson.  Quariermasier,  John  Fraser. 

Adjutant,  Hugh  Fraser.  Surgeon,  John  Maclean. 

The  uniform  was  the  full  Highland  dress,  with  musquet 
and  broad  sword,  to  which  many  of  the  soldiers  added  the 
dirk  at  their  own  expence,  and  a  purse  of  badger^s  or.otter'^s 
skin.  The  bonnet  was  raised  or  cocked  on  one  side,  with 
a  slight  bend  inclining  down  to  the  right  ear,  over  which 
were  suspended  two  or  more  black  feathers.  Eaglets  or 
hawk'^s  feathers  were  usually  worn  by  the  gentlemen,  in  the 
Highlands,,  while  the  bonnets  of  the  common  people  were 
ornamented  with  a  bunch  of  the  distingiiishing^mark  of  the 
clan  or  district     The  ostrich  feathers  in  the  bonnets  of  the 
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soldiers  were  a  modern  addition  of  that  period,  as  the  pre- 
sent load  of  plumage  on  the  bonnet  is  a  still  more  recent 
introduction,  forming,  however,  in  hot  climates,  a  good  de- 
fence against  a  vertical  sun. 

The  regiment  was  quickly  marched  to  Greenock,  where 
it  embarked,  in  company  with  Montgomerie^s  Highlanders, 
and  landed  at  Halifax  in  June  1757.     In  this  stadon  it  xe- 
midned  till  it  formed  a  junction  with  the  expedition  against 
Louisbourg,  the  details  of  which,  and  the  conquest  of  Ca- 
nada, are  included  in  the  general  narrative.     On  all  occa- 
sions, this  brave  body  of  men  sustained  an  uniform  charac- 
ter for  unshaken  firmness,  incorruptible  probity,  and  a 
strict  regard  to  both  military  and  moral  duties.     Their  re- 
ligious (Uscipline,  was  strictly  attended  to  by  their  very  re- 
spectable chaplain,  the  Reverend  Robert  Macpherson,  who 
followed  every  movement,  and  was  indefatigable  in  his  cle- 
rical duties.     The  men  qf  the  regiment  were  always  anxious 
to  conceal  their  misdemeanours  from  the  Caipal  Mor^  as 
they  called  the  chaplain,  from  his  large  size. 

The  rej^ment  was  quartered  between  Canada  and  Nova 
Scotia  till  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  when  a  number  of 
the  officers  and  men  expressing  a  desire  to  settle  in  the 
country,  all  those  who  made  this  choice  were  discharged, 
and  received  a  grant  of  land.  The  rest  were  sent  home 
and  discharged  in  Scotland.  Of  those  who  settled  in  Ame- 
rica, upwards  of  800  enlisted  in  the  84th  regiment  in  1775, 
and  formed  the  foundation  of  two  very  fine  battalions,  then 
embodied  under  the  name  of  the  Royal  Highland  Emi- 
grants. 

When  the  regiment  landed  in  North  America  it  was  pro- 
posed to  change  the  uniform,  as  the  Highland  garb  was 
said  to  be  unfit  for  the  severe  winters,  and  the  hot  summers 
of  that  country.  The  officers  and  soldiers  vehemently  pro- 
tested against  any  change,  and  £)olonel  Fraser  explained  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief  the  strong  attachment  which  the 
m^n  cherished  for  their  national  dress,  and  the  consequences 

that  might  be  expected  to  follow,  if  deprived  of  it.     This 
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representation  was  suooessful.  In  the  words  of  a  veteran 
who  embarked  and  returned  with  the  regiment,  ^^  Thanks 
to  our  generous  Chief,  we  were  allowed  to  wear  the  garb  of 
our  fadiers,  and  in  the  coilrse  of  six  winters,  showed  the 
doctors  that'  they  did  not  understand  our  constitutions,  for 
in  the  coldest  winters  our  men  were  more  healthy  than 
those  regiments  who  wore  breeches  and  warm  clothing.'*^ 


Return  qf  Kilkd  and  Wounded  tf  Frcaer's  Highlanders 
during  ih$  War  oflim  and  1763. 
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KEITH^S    AND   CAMPBELL^S   HIGHLANDERS,   OE 
EIGHTY-SEVENTH   AND   EIGHTY-EIGHTH    KBGIMENTfi. 

1769. 


An  active  war  brings  into,  rivalry  and  contrast  the  phy- 
sical powers  and  intellectual  capacities  of  mankind,  and 
shows  that  success  in  the  field  as  frequently  depends  on  pre- 
eminence in  courage,  and  physical  strength,  as  on  num- 
bers. The  wars  in  which  Great  Britain  has  been  engaged, 
since  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  have  introduced  the 
military  character  of  the  Scots  Highlanders  to  the  notioe  of 
the  Government  of  the  country,  and  to  that  of  the  world  in 
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general.  From  the  time  of  their  first  introduction  into  the 
Britbh  army  they  have  maintained  the  reputation  of  brave 
and  trust-worthy  soldiers.  By  the  military  of  those  Euro- 
pean nations  who  have  either  served  with  them,  or  opposed 
them  in  the  field,  they  are  almost  never  mentioned  but  in 
terms  of  respect  bordering  on  admiradon.  This  military 
character,  allowed  equally  by  friends  and  foes,  may  be  ac- 
counted for,  by  reference  to  the  modes,  haUts,  and  feelings, 
which  anteriorly  prevailed,  and  which  were  cherished  in 
their  native  couittry. 

The  education  which  Highlanders,  in  former  ages,  re- 
c^ved,  in  their  native  glens,  moulded  their  minds  by  ifli- 
pres«ons  moie  vivid  and  permanent,  than  any  which  can  be 
conveyed  in  fdrmal  systems  of  scholastic  instruction,  and 
was  naturally  calculated  to  produce  firmness  of  character 
in  the  intercourse  of  civil  life,  and  to  prepare  them,  as  sol- 
diers, for  the  severest  trials  of  war. 

The  feudal  system,  or  patriarchal  government  of  the 
dans,  however  startling  and  inconsistent  the  proposition 
may  appear  to  many,  generated  and  cherished  a  -spirit  of 
independence  and  sctf-respect,  which,  in  a  very  eminent  de** 
gree,  tended  to  preserve  correct  principles  and  character ; 
it  also  secured  to  the  Highlanders  an  education  whicb  fit- 
ted them  for  the  station  they  were  destined  to  hold  in  civil 
and  military  sodety.  They  were  taught  to  believe  them- 
selves descended  of  persons  distinguished  for  bravery  and 
virtue  from  a  remote  antiquity.  Hence  the  desire  of  pre* 
serving  the  honour  of  a  respected  ancestry  stimulated  them 
to  daring  actions  in  the  field,  as  the  dread  of  bdng  a  reproach 
to  their  memory  deten^d  from  the  commission  of  crime  in 
civil  life  *^  The  Highlander  was  thus  brave  as  a  soldier, 
decorous  and  correct  in  his  moral  conduct  His  exterior 
aspect  might  be  rugged,  but  the  soul  was  lofty  and  enthv- 
floastic ;  capable  at  once  of  receiving  and  retaining  honbmv 
able  impressions.^  * 

• 

*  Jackson's  Military  Chanetsristics. 
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It  was  from  among  these  Highlanders,  of  the  ancient 
flchool,  that  two  regiments,  commanded  by  Major  Robert 
Murray  Keith,  and  Major  John  Campbell  of  Dunoon, 
were  formed.  Major  Keith  had  served  in  the  Scotch  Bri- 
gade^ in  Holland,  and,  after  the  death  of  his  illustrious  re- 
lative. Field  Marshal  Kdth,  at  the  battle  of  Hochkirchen 
in  1758,  had  returned  to  Scotland,  where  he  was  appointed  to 
command  three  newly  raised  companies  of  Highlanders, 
consisting  of  105  men  each.  With  this  small  corps,  he 
joined  the  allied  army  in  Grermany,  under  Prince  Ferdinand, 
in  August  1759. 

'  The  opinion  early  formed  of  this  corps  may  be  estimat- 
ed from  die  circumstance  of  their  having  been  ordered  to 
attack  the  enemy  the  third  d^y  after  they  arrived  in  the 
camp  of  the  allies.  In  what  manner  this  duty  was  execut- 
ed may  be  learned  from  the  following  statement.  ^^  The 
Highlanders  under  Major  Keith,  supported  by  the  hus- 
sars of  Luchner,  who  commanded  the  whole  detachment, 
attacked  the  village  of  Eyback,  sword  in  hand,  where  Beau 
Fremonte^s  regiment  of  dragoons  were  posted,  and  routed 
them  with  great  slaughter.  The  greater  part  of  the  regi« 
ment  was  killed  and  many  prisoners  taken,  together  with 
two  hundred  horses  and  all  their  baggage.  The  Highland- 
ers distinguished  themselves  greatly  by  their  intrepidity, 
which  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  they  were  no  other 
than  raw  recruits  just  arrived  from  their  own  country,  and 
altogether  unacquainted  with  regular  discipline."" 

By  the  recommendation  of  Prince  Ferdinand,  founded 
on  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  this  little  corps, 
orders  were  g^ven  to  augment  it  to  800  men,  with  officers 
in  proportion ;  a&d,  at  the  same  time,  to  raise  another  re- 
giment in  the  Highlands,  both  of  which  were  to  be  placed 
und^  the  command  of  his  Serene  Highness.  The  latter 
corps  was  to  be  of  the  same  strength,  and  the  command 
was  given  to  John  Campbell  of  Dunoon,  reserving  hberty 
to  the  Earls  of  Sutherland  and  Breadalbane,  the  Lairds  of 
Madeod  and  Innes,  and  other  gentlemen  in  the  north,  to 
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appoint  captains  and  officers  to  companies  raised  on  their  re- 
spective estates.  Lord  Breadalbane  recommended  Major 
Macnab  of  Macnab,  Captain  Campbell  of  Achalader,  Mr 
Campbell  of  Auch,  and  other  officers.  Macleoj  raised  a  com- 
pany in  the  Isle  of  Sky^  to  which  he  appointed  his  nephew 
Captain  Fothringham  of  Powrie.  All  the  men  were  raised 
in  the  counties  of  Argyle,  Perth,  Inverness,  Ross,  and 
Sutherland.  A  few  weeks  only  were  required  to  fill  the 
ranks  from  that  range  of  country. 

When  the  men  had  marched  down  from  the  Highlands, 
Keith'^s  regiment  was  embodied  at  Perth,  and  CampbelFs  at 
Stirling.  Of  the  officers  of  both  re^ments,  there  are  now 
alive  the  Duke  of  Hoxburghe,  then  Captain  James  Innes ; 
Mr  Grant  of  Tullochgorum,  a  lieutenant,  and  Mr  Camp- 
bell of  Auch,  an  ensign. 

These  two  battalions  being  embodied  at  the  same  time, 
and  ordered  on  the  dame  service,  officers  were  promoted 
and  removed  from  the  one  to  the  other  in  the  manner  prac« 
tised,  at  a  latter  period,  when  second  battalions  were  added 
to  regiments.  They  were 'embarked  for  Germany,  and 
joined  the  alli^  army  under  Prince  Ferdinand,  in  1760. 
Though  they  had  but  little  time  for  discipline,  and  none 
for  experience,  they  were  placed  in  the  grenadier  brigade ; 
a  distinguished  honour  for  so  young  a  corps. 

The  campaign  having  opened  on  the  S9th  of  July  1760, 
the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunswick  marched  from  the 
camp  at  Kalle,  with  a  body  of  troops,  including  the  two 
English  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  the  two  of  Highland- 
ers, and  four  squadrons  of  Cope'^s  and  Conway^s  dragoons ; 
and,  on  the'SOth,  in  a  smart  action,  near  Warburg,  defeat- 
ed the  enemy  with  considerable  loss.  Prince  Ferdinand 
wrote  to  King  George  II.  an  account  of  the  battle ;  and, 
after  stating  the  relative  losses  of  the  enemy  and  of  the  al- 
lies^ fixing  the  former  at  1,600  men,  and  more  than  an 
equal  number  prisoners,  he  adds,  that  ^*  ours,  which  was 
moderate,  fell  chiefly  upon  Maxwell^s  brave  battalion  of 
English  grenadiers,  and  the  two  regiments  of  Scots  High- 
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landers,  which  did  wonders.  Cdonel  Beckwith,  who  eoni'* 
manded  the  whole  brigade  formed  of  English  grenadiers 
and  Soots  Hig^ilanders,  distinguished  himself  greatly.*" 

Immediately  after  this  piece  of  service  another  was  at- 
tempted with  ^ual  success.  On  the  night  of  the  5th  of 
August)  the  army  marched  to  Zeirenberg,  (MaxwelTs  bat- 
talions of  grenadiers  and  the  Highlanders  forming  the 
head  of  the  column,)  and  advanced  to  within  two  miles  of 
the  fortress  in  «ght  of  the  enemy^s  fires.  The  corps  above 
mentioned  proceeded  by  different  roads,  and  in  profound- 
*  silence,  to  the  attack  of  the  place,  which  was  carried  in  the 
most  gallant  manna:.  ^^  The  Scots  Highlanders  mounted 
the  breaches  sword  in  hand,  supported  by  the  chasseurs. 
The  column  of  English  grenadiers  advanced  in  great  order, 
with  the  greatest  silence.  In  ^hort,  the  service  wa&  complete, 
and  the  troops  displayed  equal  courage,  soldier-like  con- 
duct, and  activity.^  *  Another  account  states,  that  ^^  the  bri- 
gade formed  of  grenadiers  and  Highlanders  distinguished 
themselves  remarkably  upon  this  occasion.^  f-  The  brigade 
afterwards  returned  to  Warbul'g,  where  they  remained  tilt 
the  5th  of  October  1760,  when,  having  received  orders  to 
join  the  Hereditary  Prince,  they  proceeded,  with  all  expedi- 
tion, and,  on  the  14th,  arrived  at  a  very  critical  moment, 
when  the  allied  army,  having  been  attacked  by  Marshal  de 
Castries,  was  compelled  to  retire,  and  to  take  up  a  position 
near  the  convent  of  Campvere. 

The  Prince  being  joined  by  Lieutenant-General  Wald- 
gravels  and  Major-General  de  Bork^s  corps,  determined  to  at- 
tack the  Marshal  in  his  turn,  before  the  arrival  of  some  ex- 
pected reinforcements.  The  action  which  ensued  wa» 
well  sustained  from  five  till  ni^e  in  the  morning,  when  the 
Prince  gave  orders  to  retreat,  and  again  left  his  antagonist 
in  possession  of  the  field  of  battle.  In  this  affair  the  High- 
landers were  actively  engaged  in  different  parts  of  the  field.. 
^^  They  were  in  the  first  column  of  attack,  wei^  the  last  to 

*  Military  Memoirst  t  Hague  Grasette. 
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retreat,  and  kept  their  ground  in  the  face  of  every  disad- 
vantage, even  after  the  troops  on  their  right  and  left  had 
retired.  Thq.  Highlanders  were  so  exasperated  with  the 
loss  they  sustained,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  they  could  be 
withdrawn,  when  Colond  Campbell  received  orders,  from 
an  aide^e-camp  sent  by  the  Prince,  desiring  him  to  retreat, 
as  to  persist  in  maintaining  his  position  longer  would  be  an 
useless  waste  of  human  life.'*^ 

The  night  before  the  battle,  Major  Pollock  was  sent, 
with  one  hundred  men  of  the  grenadiers,  and  one  hundred 
of  Keith^  to  surprise  the  Convent  of  Closter  Camp,  where 
the  enemy  had  a  strong  detachment,  and  where  it  was  be* 
lieved  Marshal  de  Castries  and  several  general  officers  in*- 
tended  to  pass  the  night.  Major  Pollock  succeeded  in  cut- 
ting off  several  centinels  without  lioise,  and  excited  no 
alarm  till  be  came  to  the  centinel  of  the  main  guard,  on  whom 
he  rushed,  running  him  through  the  body  with  his  sword. 
But  the  thrust  not  bdng  immediately  mortal,  the  wounded 
man  turned  round  upon  his  antagonist  and  shot  him  with  a 
pistol,  upon  which  they  both  fell  dead.  Irhis  alarmed  the 
enemy,  who  prepared  for  the  attack,  and  their  opponents 
being  equally  ready,  a  general  action  commenced,  and  con- 
cluded in  the  manner  above  stated.  * 

It  does  not  appear  that  these  two  battalions,  who  had 
now  acquired  the  character  of  veteran  soldiers,  were  again 
engaged  till  the  battle  of  Fellinghausen  in  July  1761. 
On  that  occasion  their  conduct  was  honoured  by  a  flattering 
mark  of  approbation  from  the  Commander4n-Chief.  ^*  His 
Serene  Highness,  Duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  order  Colonel  Beckwith  to  signify  to 
the  brigade  he  has  the  honour  to  command,  his  entire  ap- 
probation of  their  conduct  on  the  15th  and  16th  Jnly« 
The  soldier -like  perseverance  of  the  Highland  regiments  in 
resisting  and  repulsing  the  repeated  attacks  qf  the  chosen 

*  At  thi£  time  the  corps  was  joined  by  a  reinforcement  of  400  men 
from  Jobnion^B  Highlanders^  and  soon  afterwards  by  ^0  of  Maclean's. 
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troops  of  France^  has  deservedly  gained  them  the  highest 
honour.  The  ardour  and  activity  with  which  the  grena- 
diers pushed  and  pursued  the  enemy,  and  the  trophies  t^ey 
have  taken,  justly  entitle  them  to  the  highest  encomiums. 
The  intrepidity  of  the  little  band  of  Highlanders  merits  the 
greatest  prMse.*^  Colonel  Beckwith,  communicating  these 
orders  of  his  Serene  Highness^  adds,  ^<  The  humanity  and 
generosity  with  which  the  soldiers  treated  the  great  flock  of 
prisoners  they  took,  does  them  as  much  honour  as  their 
subduing  the  enemy  .**  While  these  soldiers  were  thus  sup- 
porting the  honour  of  their  country,  their  humanity,  their 
upright  principles,  and  their  conciliating  manners  in  quar- 
ters, were  equally  the  objects  of  approbation.  Indeed,  the 
latter  part  of  their  character  was  considered  as  still  more  re- 
markable than  the  former.  In  regard  to  their  conduct  and 
character,  nearly  the  same  absurd  anticipations  had  been 
formed  in  Grermany  as  in  many  parts  of  Great  Britain. 
The  Highlanders  were,  in  both  countries,  regarded  as 
semi-barbarians,  to  whom  courage  and  the  other  warlike 
virtues  might  be  allowed,  but  from  whom  urbanity  to- 
wards strangers,  kindness  to  prisoners,  and  regularity  of 
conduct,  acceptable  to  all,  were  not,  by  any  means,  to  be 
expected :  when  discovered,  therefore,  they  excited  the 
more  surprise.  * 

Nothing  worthy  of  notice  occurred  till  June  176^,  when 
these  corps  formed  a  part  of  the  troops  under  Prince  Fer- 
dinand, in  the  successful  attack  of  the  French  army,  un- 
der the  command  of  the  Marshals  d^Estr^  and  Soubies, 
at  Graibenstein.  The  victory  was,  in  itself,  so  complete, 
and  obtained  with  so  little  loss,  that  it  appeared  rather  the 
result  of  surprise  than  of  a  regular  engagement  The  loss 
of  the  Aemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  amounted 

*  No  trait  in  the  character  of  these  corps  was  more  noticed  than  the 
icspect  paid  by  the  men  to  their  chaplain^  Mr  Macauley,  and  the  infln- 
ence  which  he  poaaesaed  oyer  their  minds  and  actions.  Many  of  the 
D)en>  when  they  got  into  any  little  scrape,  were  more  anxious  to  con<* 
eeal  it  from  the  chaplain  than  flrom  the  otmimanding  officer. 
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to  upwards  of  4,000,  including  two  hundred  officers ;  while 
the  loss  of  the  allies  did  not  exceed  700  men.  The  British 
guards,  grenadiers,  and  Highlanders,  were,  on  this  occa* 
sion,  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  of  Granby,  **  who 
acquitted  himself  with  remarkable  valour,  and  had  a  great 
share  in  the  victory.  Our  troops  behaved  with  a  bravery 
not  to  be  paralleled,  especially  our  grenadiers  and  Htgh- 
landers.  The  guards  and  Hodgson'^s  (the  5th  regiment) 
behaved  nobfyy  and  took  ^»  many  prisoners  as  they  had 
men." 

Various  passages  have  been  quoted  from  p^odical  and 
other  publications,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  impres- 
sion made  in  England  and  other  countries,  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Scotch  mountaineers  in  th^ir  nadve  garb ;  and 
it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  uninteresting  to  give  some  idea  of 
the  feelings  they  excited,  and  the  opinions  entertained  of 
them  among,  our  German  allies.  With  this  view  I  shall 
copy  a  curious  article  which  appeared  in  the  Vienna  Ga- 
zette of  that  year,  and  which  communicates  some  singidar 
intelligence  respecting  our  countrymen.  •  They  are  there 
described  as  running  wild  in  their  native  woods  and  moun- 
tains, like  savages,  and  as  ignorant  of  the  principles  of 
Christianity,  but  capable  of  becoming  good  and  useful  sub- 
jects when  converted  from  Heathenism.  <^  The  Scotch 
HigManders  are  a  people  totally  different  in  their  dress, 
manners,  and  temper,  from  the  other  inhabitants  of  Bri- 
tain. They  are  caught  in  the  mountains  when  young;  and 
still  run  with  a  surprising  degree  of  swiftness.  As  they  are 
strangers  to  fear,  they  make  very  good  soldiers  when  dis- 
dpUned.  The  men  are  of  low  stature,  and  the  most  of 
them  old  or  very  young.  They  discover  an  extraordinary 
submission  and  love  for  their  offii^ers,  who  are  all  young 
and  handi^ome.  From  the  goodness  of  their  dispositions  in 
erery  thing,  for  the  boors  are  much  better  treated  by  tliese 
savages  than  by  the  polished  French  and  English ;  from 
the  goodness  of  their  disporition,  which,  by  the  bye,  shows 
the  rectitude  of  human  nature  before  it  is  vitiated  by  ex-' 
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ample  or  prejudice,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  their  King's 
laudable,  though  late,  endeavours  to  civilize  and  instruct 
diem  in  the  principles  of  Christianity,  will  meet  with  suc- 
cess.*^ To  this  account  it  is  added,  that  the  ^*  French 
held  them  at  first  in  great  contempt,  but  they  have  met 
with  them  so  often  of  late,  and  seen  them  in  the  front  of  so 
many  battles,  that  they  firmly  believe  that  there  are  twelve 
battalions  of  them  in  the  army  instead  of  two.  Broglio 
tumself  has  lately  said,  that  he  once  wished  that  he  was  a 
man  of  six  feet  high,  but  that  now  he  is  reconciled  to  his 
size,  since  he  has  seen  the  wonders  performed  by  the  little 
mountaineers.^ 

During  the  remainder,  of  this  campaign,  military  opera^ 
tions  were  continued  with  considerable  spirit  and  enterprise, 
although  negotiations  for  a  genend  peace  had  already  com- 
menced, and  were  in  a  state  of  great  forwardness.  Different 
sidrmishes  and  rencounters  happened  with  various  success, 
but  without  any  decided  advantage  to  either  side.  These 
affairs,  however,  led,  on  the  ISth  of  August,  to  an  engage- 
ment of  considerable  magnitude.  On  that  day  the  Heredi- 
tary Prince  attacked  the  French  who  were  posted  on  the 
heights  of  Jobanisberg,  near  the  banks  of  the  Weir.  After 
a  desperate  conflict,  the  Hereditary  Prince,  who  was  severe- 
ly wounded  in  the  hip-bone,  was  forced  to  retreat  with  the 
loss  of  more  than  9,000  men  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 
There  were  no  British  troops  in  this  affair,  except  Elliott'^s 
dragoons,  and  the  picquets  under  Lord  Frederick  Caven- 
dish. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  another  obstinate  action  took 
place  at  Brucher  Miibl,  remarkable  for  the  perseverance 
with  which  each  side  contended  for  the  possession  of  the 
sinall  post  which  defended  the  bridge  at  fhat  place.  The 
allies  occupied  a  redoubt  on  one  dde  of  the  roaf)?  ^'^'^  the 
French  a  mill  on  the  other ;  the  engagement  commenced 
between  two  small  bodies  with  a  few  guns,  but  as  the  ac- 
tion grew  warm,  the  artillery  was  gradually  augmented  to 
twenty-five  pieces  of  heavy  cannon  on  each  side.    The  allies 
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had  originally  but  one  hundred  men  in  this  post,  but  before 
the  contest  was  decided,  seventeen  regiments  were  engaged, 
each  successfully  relieving  the  other,  after  they  had  ex- 
hausted their  amjnunition.  A  constant  fire  was  supported 
by  these  bodies,  without  intennisaon,  for  fifteeir  hours, 
from  the  dawn  of  day  till  nightfall.  Neither  side  gave 
way ;  and  this  resolute  contest  for  a  trifling  object  left  the 
combatants  in  their  former  situation ;  the  allies  in  possesion 
of  their  redoubt,  and  the  French  of  their  mill.  In  this 
long  contested  struggle  the  allies  lost  600  men  in  killed  and 
wounded  The  troops  were  so  well  covered  in  the  redoubt, 
that  the  principal  loes  was  sustained  in  passing  and  repass- 
ing when  the  regiments  were  relieved.  This,  in  some 
measure,  accounts  for  *  the  small  loss  in  so  long  an  action 
with  so  many  corps  engaged. 

Afler  eveiy  engagement,  some  mark  of  favour  was 
shown  to  these  two  corps.  Major  Archibald  Macnab  was 
appointed  additional  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Captain  John 
Murray  succeeded  Major  McLean,  and  Lieutenants  Gor- 
don Clunes,  James  Fraser,  William  Mackintosh,  and 
Alexander  Duff,  were  appointed  captains,  with  the  lieu- 
tenants and  enngns  in  succession. 

The  mege  of  Cassel,  and  its  surrender  to  the  allies,  on 
the  Ist  of  November,  followed  these  operations.  But 
while  Prince  Ferdinand  was  preparing  to  lay  siege  to  Zu- 
renberg,  a  conclurion  was  put  to  all  farther  hostilities,  by 
the  notification  to  both  armies  of  the  ^gnature  of  the  pre- 
liminaries of  peace.  This  took  place  on  the  16th  of  No- 
vember 176S,  and  thus  ended  three  campaigns,  highly  ho- 
nourable to  the  courage  and  character  of  the  British  army, 
which,  as  it  was  uniformly  placed  in  the  post  of  danger,  ob- 
tained a  high  degree  of  celebrity.  Of  this  reputation, 
^*  the  little  band  of  Highlanders'*  earned  their  full  share. 
As  they  had  been  placed  in  the  same  brigade  with  the 
grenadiers,  and  often  opposed  to  **  the.  chosen  of  the 
enemy'^s  troops,""  over  whom  they  were  unifonnly  victori- 
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ous,  their  military  cliaraeter  was»  accordingly,  well  esta* 
blished. 

After  this,  the  two  r^mentsr  were  ordered  home,  and, 
on  their  march  through  Holland,  were  rfceived,  in  various 
towns,  -with  acdamations,  the  women  presenUng  laurel 
leaves  to  the  soldiers,  and  even  the  children  attempting  to 
imitate  their  garb  and  broad  swords.  Some  said  that  these 
indications  of  i^ptobatixMi  arose  from  the  respect  with 
which  they  and  their  hrocd  swcnrds  had  inspired  the  com- 
mon enemy,  while  others  attributed  this  kind  feeling  to  the 
friaidship  and  intimacy  which  had  subsisted  between  the 
Dutch  and  the  soldiers  of  the  Scotch  brigade,  which  had 
been  so  long  established  in  Holland ;  and  asserted,  that  the 
esteem  now  exhibited  by  the  people  was  only  a  share  of 
that  which  the  brigade  had  always  enjoyed.  Whatever 
may  have  been  the  cause,  the  reception  was  equally  ho- 
nourable to  both  parties. 

The  regim^its  embarked  at  Williamstadt,  and  landing  at 
Tilbury  Fort,  marched  to  Scotland.  Though  hospitably 
received  in  all  the  towns  through  which  they  passed,  their 
reception  at  Derby  was  the  most  remiarkable.  No  payment 
was  taken  from  them  for  quarters,  and  subscriptions  were 
raised  to  give  gratuities  to  the  men.  For  their  cordial  le- 
ception  here,  Ba  well  as  in  Holland,  different  motives  were 
assigned.  While  some  asserted  that  the  whole  was  done  in 
testimony  of  respect  for  military  gallantry,  and  the  services 
they  had  performed  for  their  country,  others  alleged,  that 
it  originated  in,  and  was  called  forth  by,  less  loyal  motives. 
The  Highlanders,  they  alleged,  were  supposed  to  be  Jacob- 
ites, as  many  in  the  north-western  counties  of  England  at 
that  time  were;  and  {he  people  remembered  with  gra- 
titude, that  the  rebels  had  conducted  themselves  with  unex- 
ampled regularity  in  Derby,  and  had  respected  the  proper- 
ty and  persons  of  the  inhabitants.  Nor  was  it  forgotten, 
though  they  w^re  in  open  insurrection,  and  in  situations 
where  the  greatest  turbulence  and  licentiousness  was  to 
be  expected,  that  nothing  of  the  kind  had  occurred;  and 


Keith's  and  Campbell's  Highlanders.        79 

that  no  ill  ufiage  or  insult  had  been  offered  by  those  men^ 
who,  as  a  gentleman  in  Derby,  writing  at  the  time  to  a 
friend,  remarked,  *^  said  grace  with  great  seeming  devotion, 
before  and  after  meals,  like  amy  CkriHianJ^ 

When  they  arrived  in  Scotland,  Keith^s  regiment  was, 
marched  to  Perth,  and  Campbell^s  to  Linlithgow,  and  both  . 
were  reduced  in  July  1768. 

At  Linlithgow  one  of  those  unfortunate  coUimons  of  opi- 
nion  occurred,  of  which  there  have  been  too  frequent  in- 
stances in  corps  of  this  description.      1  have  had  occasion, 
more  than  once*  to  notice  that  a  Highland  soldier  of  the  old 
school  was  orderly,  steady,  obedient,  and  attached  to  officers 
who  merited  respect.     But  then,  in  order  to  ensure  this  re- 
spect, strict  justice  must  have  been  done  him,  great  re* 
gard  must  have  been  had  to  his  feelings,  and,  in  all  hi§  pe- 
cuniary transactions  with  his  officers,  he  must  have  observ- 
ed in  them  the  most  perfect  accuracy.    Let  these  pre-requi- 
sites  exist,  and  a  High^mder  will  abandon  his  post  and  his 
life  together.     In  the  hurry  of  the  campaign,  new  clothing 
had  not  been  served  out  to  the  soldiers  for  the  year  1763, 
and  when  they  were  disbanded,  it  was  thought  they  had  no 
occasion  for  military  uniforms*     The  soldiers  thought  other- 
wise, and  said  that  they  were  fully  entitled  to  pay,  clothing, 
and  all  that  had  been  promised,  and  due  to  them.  The  thing 
was  at  first  resisted,  but  the  men  persevering,  it  was  at 
length  acquiesced  in,  and  an  allowance  in  money  given  them 
in  lieu  of  the  clothing.     In  this  resistance  to  authority,  for 
the  support  of  what  they  conudered  their  rights,  some  indi- 
cations of  violence,  very  oppoeite  to  their  previous  exem- 
plary conduct,  were  manifested.    But  no  disrespect  was 
shown^to  their  officers,  nor  was  any  blame  imputed  to  them. 
On  the  contrary,  the  confidence  of  the  soldiers  in  them  re- 
mained unshaken.     This  was  particularly  remarked  in  the 
company  of  Captain  Innes,  the  present  Duke  of  Roxburghe, 
who  were  much  attached  to  their  young  and  spurited  com- 
mander. 
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The  following  return  of  killed  and  wounded  will  show 
the  loss  of  the  two  regiments  from  1760  to  1763. 


NAMES  OF 

PLACES  AND 
BATTLES. 


Eybflcb,    -    • 
Warburg*     - 
'Zareoberg,     - 
CamphcD*     - 
FellinghAUKD, 
Gimibensteio,  - 
Bittcher  Mubl, 


DATES. 


?, 

& 


Jan.   d,  1760, 

July  31, 

Aug.  5,—^ 

Oct.  16, 

July  16  &  16, 1761, 
June  28,  1762, 
Sept  21,  — 


KILLED. 


WOUNDED. 


1 
1 


i 


6 


11^ 


3 

37 
31 
131 

21 


109 


1 


i 

I 


CD 


9  6 


11^ 


7 

2 
6 
10 
70 
18 
68 


17l| 


Names  of  Officer  s  Killed, 

Campben,        Major  Pollock,  FeUinghauaen,  Lieut.  WOliam  Rosa. 
Lieut  WilliaiP  OgilTie.  John  Grant 

Alex«  Macleod.  Bnicher  Mdhl,  Major  Alexander  Mac- 
FeDingluiuieD,  l^ajof  Archibald  Camp-  lean, 

bell  of  Acfaalader. 


Warburg, 
Camrben, 


Names  cf  Officers  Wounded. 

Lieut  Walter  Ogflne.  Fdlingbauaeny  Major  Arch.  Macnab. 
Capt   A.   Campbell    of  Capt  James  Fraaer. 

Acfaalader.  Lieut  Arch.  Macarthur. 

Lieut  Gordon  Clunes.  Pat  Campbell. 

Arch.  Stewart  Ang.  Macluntoeh. 

Ang.  Maddntorii.  Bnicher  Mi^,  Capt  Pat  CampbeD. 

Walter  Barland.  Ueut  Walter  Barland. 
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1759. 


The  ease  and  rapidity  with  which  the  ranks  of  Fraser^s 
and  other  Highland  regiments  had  been  recruited^  encourag- 
ed Mr  Pitt  to  follow  up  his  plan  of  giving  commissions  to 
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the  gentlemen  of  the  Highlands,  and  of  employing  the  young 
and  active  in  his  Majesty^s  service*  With  this  view.  Major 
Staates  Long  Morris  (who  had  married  the  Duchess  Dow- 
ager of  Gordon)  received  instructions  to  raise  a  regiment 
in  those  parts  of  the  Highlands  where  the  influence  of  the 
Gordon  family  prevailed;  and,  as  an  inducement  to  the 
youth  of  the  north  to  join  this  regiment,  the  Duke,  then  very 
young,  was  appointed  captain.  Lord  William  Gordon  a  lieu- 
tenant, and  Lord  George  an  ensign. 

At  that  period,  the  political  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Ar* 
gyle  being  great  in  Scotland,  few  important  measures  passed 
without  his  concurrence.  In  this  case,  however,  George  II. 
appointed  Major  Morris,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Duchess. 
She  dreaded  the  influence  of  Argyle,  (who  was  anxious  to 
direct  the  local  influence  of  the  Gordon  family  in  the  mino- 
rity of  the  Duke,)  and  considered  the  names  of  her  sons  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  secure  success  in  raising  the  men. 
She  was  a  native  of  the  country,  being  a  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen,  understood  well  the  feelings  and  charac- 
teristic prejudices  of  the  people,  and  knew  how  to  work  on 
them.  She  represented  the  youth  of  her  son,  and  the  dan- 
ger should  his  political  influence,  in  his  minority,  be  direct- 
ed to  another  family,  and  especially  to  that  family  between 
which  and  her  own  so  many  ancient  feuds  had  subasted, 
the  seeds  of  which  still  remained,  if  not  in  the  minds,  at 
least  in  the  traditions  of  many.  Greater  exertions  were,  in 
consequence,  made  to  support  what  the  Duchess  called  the 
cause  of  her  son,  and  the  honour  of  his  family*  This  at- 
tempt was  successful.  In  a  few  weeks  960  men  assem- 
bled at  Gordon  Castle,  and  marched  to  Aberdeen  in  De* 
cember  1759»  when  the  following  oflicers  were  appoint- 
ed: 

Lteuienani^Colonel  Commandant,  Staates  Long  Morris^  17S9. 

Firtt  M^or,  Geoige  Soott,  was  a  general  in  1798,  and  died  in  ISll. 
i^comd  do.      Hector  Muiiro,  was  a  general  in  1798,  and  died  in  1806. 

VOL.  IT.  F 
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Capiaini. 

Alexander  Doke  of  Gordon.  Norman  Lamont^  sod  to  the  l^aird 

Alexander  Duff  of  Cubben.  of  Lament. 

George  Morrison  of  fiognie.  Duncan  Maqpherson^  afterwarda 

William  MsLCffllmBy  of  Druma*  in  the  42d  and  Tlst  regimenta ; 

glass.  died  1807. 
Loduick  Grant  of  Knockando. 

Capiain^lAeutemant,  Archibald  Dnnbqr^  son  of  Sir  Archibald  Dnnbar 
ofNovthfield. 

JJeuknanU* 

Lord  William  Gordon.  Ral.  Haninn. 

Charles  Crordon^  of  Shellagreenj  'George  Campbell. 

afterwards  lieutenant-colonel  of  John  Gordon. 

the  7  7th^  or  A  tholl  Highlanders.  John  Macdonald^  lieutenant-colo* 

Lain-ence  Leith.  nel  of  the  8lst  Highland  regi- 

Alexander  Stewart  of  Lismurdie.  ment,  1783. 

William  Baillie,  killed  ik  Indla>  Alexander  Macpherson. 

1 779,  then  commanding  a  de-  William  Macpherson. 

tachment  of  Sir  Hector  Munro's  R.  T.  Rd.  Maitland. 

army.  James  Fordyce. 

Alexander  Godsman.  Robert  Munro. 

William  Finlayson,  died  in  Aber«  Alexander  Duff  of  Mayne. 

deen,  1817. 

Ensigns, 

Lord  George  Gordon.  John  Edwards. 

James  Grordon.  John  Macpherson. 

Alexander  Gordon.  Harry  Gilchrist,  died  captain  in 

Patrick  Ogilvie,  brother  to  Ogil-  Lord  Macleod's  Highlanders  in 

Tie  of  East  Milne.  1 799. 

Chaplain,  Alexander  Chambers.         Quarter^Master,  James  Bennett. 
Adjutant,  Alexander  Donald.  Surgeon,  James  Arthur. 

The  regiment  soon  mardied  from  Aberdeen  for  Forts^ 
mouth,  embarked  there  for  the  East  Indies  in  December 
1760,  and  reached  Bombay  in  November  1761. 

The  Duke  of  Gordon  left  College  with  the  intention  of 
embarking  with  his  friends  for  the  East  Indies.  This  spi* 
rited  resolution,  however,  was  checked  by  George  II.,  who 
recommended  to  the  Duchess  ta  send  her  son  back  to  finish 
his  education.      There  being  only  nine  Dukes  in  the  king- 
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dom  of  Scotland,  he  could  not,  he  said,  allow  him  to  leave 
his  native  counti:y ;  and,  commending  his  spirit  and  patriot* 
isp,  he  added,  that  he  had  more  important  services  in  view 
for  him  than  any  he  could  perform  as  captain  of  a  company 
in  the  East  Indies.  This  advice,  so  like  a  mandate,  was  of 
course  followed,  and  the  Duke  renuuned  at  home. 

After  the  89th  had  been  staticmed  in  different  parts  of 
India,  Major  Hector  Munro,  with  a  strong  detachment  of 
the  regiment,  j(nned  the  army  under  the  command  of  Major 
Camac,  in  the  ndghbourhood  of  Patua,  at  a  very  critical 
period,  a  conaderable  portion  of  the  troops  being  then  in 
open  mutiny.  Major  Munro  succeeded  Carnac  in  the  com* 
mand,  and  being  well  supported  by  his  own  regiment,  his 
decision  and  firmness  completely  crushed  the  mutiny,  and 
saved  the  army.  Twenty-five  of  the  ringleaders  were  tried 
on  the  spot,  eight  of  them  blown  from  the  mouths  of  the 
cannon,  and  the  rest  sent  for  execution  to  other  canton^- 
ments. 

A  proper  state  of  discipline  being  thus  established,  the 
commander  was  enabled  to  meet  the  enemy  at  Buxar  on  the 
28d  of  October  1764,  when  he  completely  overthrew  and 
dispersed  a  force  nearly  five  times  more  numerous  than  his 
own.  The  enemy  left  on  the  field  6,000  killed,  and  130 
pieces  of  cannon,  while  the  loss  on  the  pitrt  of  the  victors 
was  almost  too  trifling  to  be  mentioned ;  amounting  to  S  of- 
ficers, and  4  rank  and  file,  killed  of  his  Majesty^s  troops. 
The  casualties  among  the  company V  tifoops  were  more  in 
proportion  to  their  number,  but  the  whole  afforded  sufficient 
proof  of  the  low  state  of  the  native  armies  at  that  period. 

The  victory  was  complete,  and  highly  important  in  its 
results,  and  was  the  more  honourable  to  Major  Munro, 
(who  was  immediately  promoted  to  the  brevet  rank  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel,) as  he!  had  guned  the  Ibattle  with  troops  who 
had  been  recently  in  such  a  state  of  insubordination*  In  a 
letter  from  the  President  and  Council  of  Calcutta  to  Major 
Munro,  it  is  saidj^.'^^  The  rignal  victory  you  gained,  so  as  at 
one  .blow  utterly  to  defeat  the  designs  of  the  enemy  against 
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these  provinces,  is  an  event  which  does  so  much  honour  to 
yourself,  Sir,  in  particular,  and  to  all  the  officers  and  men 
under  your  command,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  is  at- 
tended with  such  important  advantages  to  the  Company,  as 
call  upon  us  to  return  you  our  sincere  thanks.*" 

The  regiment  was  soon  afterwards  ordered  to  Britaui, 
and  in  the  year  1765  Was  reduced.  This  uncommon  cir- 
cumstance  .attended  their  service,  that,  although  five  years 
embodied,  four  of  which  wete  spent  in  India  or  on  the 
passage  going  iqid  returning,  there  was  neither  death,  pro- 
motion, nor  any  change  whatever  among  the  officers,  except 
that  of  Lieutenant  Lord  William  Gordon  promoted  to  the 
67th  regiment,  and  that  of  the  successor  to  his  lieu- 
tenancy.    • 

There  was  another  circumstance  more  remarkable,  and 
in  itself  highly  honourable  to  this  respectable  corps,  and 
which  rests  upon  the  best  authority,  that  out  of  eight  com- 
panies raised  by  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  Major  Munro,  and 
Captains  Macgillivray,  Grant,  Macpherson,  and  others,  in  all 
780  men,  not  a  man  was  brought  to  the  halberts,  or  desert- 
ed during  these  five  years.  Of  the  whole  regiment  there 
were  only  six  men  brought  to  corporal  punishment.  When 
men  exhibit  such  fidelity  to  their  trust,  and  such  princi- 
ples regulating  their  conduct,  it  were  desirable  that  a  less 
ignominious  punishment  could  be  substituted  for  that  per. 
sonal  castigation,  so  humiliating  and  degrading  to  the  feel- 
ings of  a  soldier,  and  the  infliction  of  which  generally  de^ 
stroys  all  sense  of  shame  and  honour,  and  renders  a  man 
indifferent  to  his  future  conduct,  his  character  being  al- 
ready degraded  and  forfeited.  The  difficulty  consists  in 
finding  a-  proper  substitute.  Care  ought,  however,  to  be 
taken  that  degrpiling  punishments  be  inflicted  only  on  men 
who  have  already  lost  their  character,  and  on  whose  obdu- 
rate feelings  no  other  motive  than  simple  pain  is  capable  of 
acting  with  sufficient  force.  The  foundation  of  a  system, 
calculated  to  surmount  this  difficulty,  and  to  establish 
modes  of  punishment  sufficient  to  operate  as  a  check  on 
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the  depraved,  without  annihilating  their  sense  of  shame, 
is  a  subject  equally  desirable,  important,  and  difficult. 
Much  will  depend  upon  officers,  who  have  minds  capable 
of  understanding  the  feelings,  and  of  making  due  allowance 
lor  the  casual  infirmities  of  human  nature,  and  possessing 
the  firmness  and  decision  necessary  to  control  the  turbulent 
and  incorrigible  profligate*  Many  good  soldiers  have  been 
mined  by  the  infliction  of  infamous  punishments,  while 
with  men  of  such  bold  spirits  and  depraved  minds,  as  fr&H 
quently  enter  our  army,  the  terror,  and  often  the  infliction, 
of  severe  punishments  are  absolutely  necessary. 
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1760. 

In  the  year  1760  conunissions  were  g^ven  to  the  five  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  to  raise  Independent  Companies  in  the 
Highlands,  to  coh^st  of  5  Serjeants  and  105  rank  ^nd 
file  each,  viz.  Captains,  Coliii  Graham  of  Drainie,  James 
Cuthbert  of  Milncraigs,  Peter  Gordon  of  Knockespick, 
Ludovick  Grant  of  the  family  of  Rotluemurchus,  and  Ro- 
bert Campbell  of  ^allivolin. 

These  officers  were  to  recrmt  in  their  own  counties  of 
Argyle,  Ross,  and  Inverness.  As  observed  by  a  respect- 
able veteran,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  one  of  those  compa- 
nies, *^  It  was  not  necessary,  in  those  days,  to  go  to  manu- 
facturing towns  to  bribe  .with  whisky  and  high  bounties, 
the  idle  and  the  profligate ;  we  got  plenty  of  young  men  in 
the  country.^  The  companies  were  soon  completed.  Hav- 
ing assembled  at  Perth,  they  were  marched  to  Newcastle, 
and  remained  there  till  towards  the  end  of  1761,  when  the 
whole  were  ordered  to  Germany  to  reinforce  Keith's  and 
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Campbell^s  Highlanders.  *  After  the  men  had  embarked, 
the  officers  were  ordered  back  again  to  the  Highlands  to  re- 
cruit On  this  service  they  were  Very  successful ;  for  in  a 
few  months  600  men  were  assembled  at  Perth,  and  were 
there  formed  into  a  regiment  of  six  companies  of  6  Ser- 
jeants and  105  rank  and  file  each.  The  regiment  was 
numbered  the  101st,  and  the  command  given  to  Major, 
afterwards  Sir  James  Johnstone  oi  Westerhall,  with  the 
rank  of  Major  Commandant 

Except  Major  Johnstone,  Adjutant  Macveah,  and  Ser- 
jeant-Major Coxwell,  every  officer  and  soldier,  both  in  the 
Independent  Companies  and  in  the  101st  re^ment,  were 
Highlanders. 

Although  Major  Johnstone  was  not  himself  a  Highland- 
er, he  had  every  qualification  for  the  command  of  a  High- 
land regiment.  An  excellent  judgment  enabled  him  to  per- 
ceive the  advantages  of  availing  himself  of  the  peculiar  ha-, 
bits  of  the  men,  and  of  commanding  them  rather  by  influ- 
encing their  minds,  than  by  the  fear  of  corporal  punish- 
ments* He  entered  on  his  functions  with  the  spirit  of  a 
knight  of  former  times,  and  while  he  made  himself  agreeable 
to  his  men.  by  wearing  their  favourite  garb,  and  by  humour- 
ing and  indulging  them  in  the  exercise  of  their  characteris- 
tic habits  and  customs,  so  far  as  they  did  not  interfere  with 
their  duty,  he  secured  their  attachiAent,  while  he  possessed 

»  • 

*  While  these  ocnnpaiues  lay  at  Newcastle,  they  received  orders  to 
be  lA  readiness  to  march  to  Dorham,  as  the  pitmen  in  that  part  of 
the  ODuntry  had  shown  a  disposition  to  riot;  somv  collieries  having 
Btnick  work,  and  proceeded  to  acts  of  violence.  When  this  order  was 
receiTed,  every  cutler's  shop  in  the  town  wa^  crowded  with  the  wldiers, 
sharpening  their  swords,  and  preparing  their  arms,  to  the  great  surprise 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  formed  a  very  favourable  opinion  of  the 
Highlanders,  and  who  could  not  reconcile  this  apparent  ferocity  with 
their  regular  and  orderly  conduct,  and  their  ordinarily  quiet  and  ob- 
liging disposition.  These  preparations  were  the  subject  of  much  obser- 
vation, and  being  reported  to  the  discontented,  the  circumstance,  may 
have  had  some  influence  on  their  minds  in  producing  that  return  to 
tranquillity  which  rendered  active  measures  against  them  unnecessary. 
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their  respect  by  the  spirit  and  energy  he  displayed*  When 
reviewed  at  Perth  in  1762  by  LieutenanuGeneral  Lord 
Creorge  Beauderk,  the  regiment  received  his  public  com- 
mendation, and  he  declared  that  he  had  iu)t  seen  a  body  of 
men  in  a  more  *•  efficient  state,  and  better  fitted  to  meet  the 
enemy .^  But,  however  papable  they  were  in  this  respect, 
they  had  not  an  opportunity  of  being,  put  to  the  proof.  A 
detachment  of  the  re^m^t  was  ordered  toTortugal,  under 
Lieutenant-Greneral  the  Earl  of  Loudon,  but  while  waiting 
for  orders  to  sail  from  Portsmouth,  they  were  countermand* 
ed  in  consequence  of  the  negotiations  .for  peace,  and  order- 
ed back  to  Perth,  where  the  regiment  was  reduced  in  Au- 
gust 1763. 

The  character  and  conduct  of  the  five  Independent  Com- 
panies which  had  been  drafted  and  sent  to  Germany,  and 
that  of  the  regiment  afterwards  recruited  by  the  same  offi- 
f^ers,  were  exemplary.  Major  Johnstone^s  mode  of  disci* 
pline  was  admirably  calculated  for  the  subjects  he  had  to 
work  upon,  and  produced  the  happiest  results,  so  far  as  re- 
garded conduct  in  quarters ;  and,  as  a  man  of  good  charac- 
ter, and  of  religious  and  moral  habits  in  quarters,  is  the  best 
and  most  trust-worthy  Soldier  in  the  field,  it  may  be  admit- 
ted, that,  if  these  men  had  been  tried  in  the  face  of  an  enemy, 
'they  would  have  afforded  an  additional  proof  that  a  High- 
land soldier  of  the  old  school  will  perform  his  duty  when  call- 
ed upon  to  fight  the  enemies  of  his  country  under  the  aus- 
pices  of  those  whom  he  esteemed  and  loted,  and  who  estab^ 
lifihed  their  claim  to  his  fidelity  and  steadiness  in  the  hour 
of  trial,  by  showing  an  example  of  courage  and  spirit,  by 
personal  kindness,  and  by  a  condescending  attention  to  his 
feelings  and  welfare. 
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1776. 

The  rajMdity  with  which  the  ranks  of  Colonel  Fraser^s 
regiment  of  1757  were  completed,  its  honourable  and  im- 
pcnrtant  services,  and  the  charactei;  it  upheld,  were  known 
and  acknowledged,  and  by  none  more  than  by  his  late  Ma- 
jesty, who,  with  enlightened  views  of  the  £rm  and  incor- 
ruptible fidelity,  and  mistaken  but  generous  loyalty  of  many 
of  his  northern  subjects,  omitted  no  opportunity  of  exhibiting 
towards  them  the  greatest  indulgence,  of  directing  their  loyal- 
ty into  the  proper  channel,  and  of  securing  their  affections  to 
his  person,  family,  aiid  government,  fron^  which  they  had  been 
long  unconstitutionally  and  unfortunately  alienated.  Those 
principles  which  had  withstood  so  many  years  of  absence 
and  exile,  formed  the  best  security  for  that  loyalty  which 
was  now  in  its  proper  place ;  and,  as  this  was  fully  proved 
by  the  services  of  Colonel  Fraser  and  his  regiment  in  the 
former  war,  he  was  by  his  Majesty,  in  the  year  1772,  re- 
warded with  a  free  grai^t  of  his  family  estate,  forfeited  to 
the  Crown  in  1746.  In  1775  he  was  farther  countenanced 
by  receiving  letters  of  service  for  rai^g  in  the  Highlands 
another  regiment  of  two  battalions* 

By  the  restoration  of  his  property,  he  was  now  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  power  which  wealth  and  territorial  influence 
could  command  ;  but  his  present  purpose  had  less  relation 
to  the  influence  of  wealth,, than  to  the  .preservation  of  at- 
tachment, and  respect  to  his  person  and  family.  Relying 
on  the  latter  alone,  when  in  poverty,  and  unable  to  reward, 
his  influence  had  experienced  no  diminution,  for  in  a  few 
weeks  he  found  himself  at  the  head  of  1,S50  men.  So  much 
having  been  done  in  1757  without  the  aid  of  property  or 
estate,  no  difficulty  was  to  be  expected,  now  that  the  case 
was  the  reverse ;  nor  did  he  find  any ;  for,  with  equal  ease 
and  expedition,  two  battalions  of  2,840  Highlanders  were 
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marched  up  to  Stirling,  and  thence  to  Glasgow  in  April 
1776^  The  completion  of  this  numerous  corps  must,  no 
doubt,  have  been  accelerated  by  the  exertions  of  his  officers, 
of  whom  six  besides  himself  were  chiefs  of  clans,  and  all  of 
respectable  families,jpr  sons  of  gentlemen  tacksmeni  as  will 

,  be  seen  by  the  following  nominal  list: 

• 

FIRST  BATTALION. 

Colonel  Simon  Fraaer  of  liOrat,  died  in  1788,  a  lieutenant-general. 
Lieuicntmt'CoUmH  Sir  William  Enldne  of  Torry,  died  in  1 79&,  a  liea« 
tenant-genml. 

Meters* 

John  Maodonell  of  Locbgarry,  died  in  1789,  ooloneL 

Duncan  Maqiherson  of  Cl^nyj  retired  ftom  the  foot  guards  in  1791. 

Captains.  ^ 

Simon  Fnaer,  died  lieutenant-general,  1807. 

B«Mrii  Chishohn  of  Chishohn. 

CoUn  Mackenzie,  died  general  ii^  the  army,  1818. 

Frenda  Skelly,  died  in  India,  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  94th  r^ment* 

Hamilton  Maxwell  of  Monreith,  died  in  Ihdi^,  lieutenant-colonel  of 

the  74th  regiment,  1794. 
John  Campbell,  son  of  Jjord  Stonefield,  died  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 

Sd  battalion  of  the  4fid  regiment,  at  Madras,  1784. 
Norman  Macleod  of  Madeod,  died  lieutenant-generalt  1798. 
Sir  James  Baird  of  SaughtonhalL 
Charlea  Cameron  of  lx)chid,  died  1776. 

Liatt^anis. 


Charles  Campbell,  son  of  Ard- 
chattan,  kiUed  at  Catauba. 

John  Naime. 

WOfiam  Naime  of  Naime. 

Charles  Gordon. 

David  Kinloch. 

Thomas  Tause,  killed  at  Saran- 
nah. 

Wtmaro  St  Clair. 

Hugh  Fnoer. 

Alexander  Fnser.  - 


John  MacdougaU. 

Colin  Mackenzie. 

Alexander  Fraser. 

Thomas  Fraaer,  son  of  Leaddone. 

Dougald  Campbell. 

Robert  MacdoAald,  son  of  Sanda. 

Roderick  Madeod. 

John  Ross. 

Patrick  Cumming. 

Thomaa  Hamilton. 
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AjTchibold  Campbdli 
Henry  Mftcpherswi. 
John  Grant 
Robert  Campbell. 

Chaplain,  Hugh  Blair. 
A4futant,  Donald  Cameron. 


ADan  Maleolm. 
John  MttchiiiMni. 
Angus  Maodonell. 
Peter  Fraser. 

Quarter»Master,  David  CampSelL 
Surgeon,  William  Fraser* 


SECOND  BATTALION. 

Colonel  Simon  Fraaer. 

LieatenanUCplonel  Archibald  Campbell,  died  lieutenant-general,  179t. 

Mqjori, 

Norman  Lamont,  ion  of  the  Laird  of  Lamont. 
Robert  Menaies,  killed  in  Boston  Harbour,  1776. 

Captains, 


Angus  Mackintosh. 
Patrick  Campbell.      * 
Andrew  Lawrie. 

£nea8  Mackintosh   of  Mackin- 
tosh. 


Charles  Cameron,  son  of  Fasaa* 
feam,  killed  at  Sarannah,  1779. 
George  Munro,  son  of  Culcaim. 
Boyd  Porterfield. 
Law.  Bt  Campbell. 


Robert  Hutchison. 
Alexander  Sutherland. 
Archibald  Campbell. 
Hugh  Lamont. 
Robert  Duncanson* 
George  Stewart. 
Charles  Bon.  Bfackenzie. 
James  Christie. 
James  Fraser. 
Thomas  Fraser. 
Archibald  Balneris. 


William  Gordon. 
Charles  Main. 
Archibald  Campbell. 
Donald  Cameron. 

Chaplain,  Malcolm  Niciiolaim. 
AdjfUani,  Archibald  Campbell.. 


Lieutenants, 

Dougald  Campbell. 
Lodk.  Colquhonn. 
John  Mackenzie. 
Hugh  CampbdL 

•  John  CampbelL 
Arthur  Forbes. 
Patrick  Campbell. 

*  Archibald  Madean. 
David  Ross. 
Robert  Grant. 
Thomas  Fraser. 

Ensign* 

Smollet  Campbell. 
Gilbert  Waugh. 
William  Bain. 
John  Grant. 


Quarter-Master,  J.  OgilYie. 
Surgeon,  Colin  Chiah<to,  Physi* 
dan  in  Bristol. 
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In  the  preceding  liftt,  Sit  William  Srakine,  *  Sir  Archibald 
Campbell,  Major  Menzies,  Major  Macdonell  of  Lochgarry, 
Major  Lamont,  were  crflcers  of  lotig  experience,  and  approved 
talents,  while  three-fourths  of  the  others  were  accomplished 
gentlemen.  With  such  a  selection  of  officers,  and  with  scd* 
diers  of  high  spirit,  good  principles,  and  robust  constitu- 
tions, the  best  state  of  discipline  and  exemplary  conduct 
were  doubtless  to  be  expected.  But  what  might  have  been 
the  effect  of  discipline,  time  was  not  allowed  to  show,  f<Hr 
such  was  the  urgency  of  the  service,  that  in  a  few  Weeks 
they  were  removed  fh>m  Glasgow  to  Greenock,  where  they 
embarked  for  immediate  service,  without  any  acquired 
knowledge  of  the  use  of  arms. 

But,  although  th^  stay  in  Glasgow  was  short,  they,  in 
a  special  manner,  attracted  the  notice  of*  the  inhabitants. 
At  this  period  3,400  Highlanders  of  the .  42d  aild  71st,  of 
niAiom  8,000  were  raised  and  brought  £rom  the  north  in  ten 
weeks,  were  stationed  in  Glasgow.  The  respectable  part 
of  the  inhabitants  were  much  struck  with  the  r^ular  con- 
duct of  these  men^  so  different  from  what  they  had  perhaps 
been  led  to  expect.  But  no  part  of  this  conduct  was  more 
conspicious  than  ^*  the  cordial  habits  these  strangers  were 
in  with  the  people,  although  so  many  of  them  spoke  no 
[English ;  and  more  especially  their  attachment  and  respect 
to  their  oAcers,  and  the  kindness  and  familiarity  with  which 
the  officers  talked  to  their  men.^ 

When  the  regiment  was  mustered  at  Glasgow,  it  was 
found  that  more  men  had  come  up  than  were  required : 
these  were  accordingly  left  behind  when  the  corps  mardied 
to  Greenock.    Officers  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  em- 

^  Sir  William  firakine  entered  the  Scots  Greys  in  1743.  He  was  a 
Comet  at  the  battle  of  Fontenoy^  and  carried  a  standard^  hla  fiither, 
Colonel  Erskine,  commanding  Uie  regiment.  In  the  morning  of  the 
battle  Colonel  Erakine  tied  the  standard  to  his  son's  leg,  and  told  him, 
"  Goj  and  take  good  care  of  your  .charge ;  let  me  not  see  you  separate ; 
if  you  return  alive  firom  the  deld^  yoa  moat  produce  the  standard." 
After  the  battle  the  young  Comet  rode  up  to  his  &ther,  and  showed  him 
the  standard  as  tight  and  fast  as  in  the  morning. 
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barking  with  troops,  on  a  distant  and  dangerous  sa-vice, 
have  perhaps  observed  individuals  appear  as  if  they  would 
not  have  been  displeased  to  remain  at  home.  In  the  pre- 
sent instance  the  case  was  different.  Several  of  the  men 
ordered  to  be  left  behind  were  so  eager  to  accompany  their 
countrymen  and  companions,  that  they  left  their  officers  in 
Glasgow,  and,  following  the  regiment,  got  on  board  in  the 
dark,  and  as  their  friends  there  were  probably  not  anxious  to 
inform  against  them,  they  were  not  discovered  till  the  fleet 
was  at  sea. 

While  BO  many  were  thus  eager  to  serve  their  country^ 
others  objected  to  do  so,  except  on  certain  conditions. 
The  ancient  tenants  of  Captain  Cameron  of  Lochiel  had 
raised  ISO  men  on  his  forfeited  estate,  and  sent  them  to  the 
regiment  to  secure  him  a  company.  He  was  himself  confined 
in  London,  from  a  complaint  of  which  he  died  that  year. 
His  men  lamented  extremely  that  they  did  not  meet  their 
chief  and  captain  at  Glasgow,  and  when  the  orders  for  em- 
barkation arrived,  he  being  still  absent,  they  loudly  expres- 
sed  their  sorrow.  **  They  were  LochiePs  men ;  with  him 
at  their  head  they  werfe  ready  to  go  to  any  part  of  the 
world,  and  they  were  certain  some  misfortune  had  happen- 
ed, or  he  would  have  been  with  them;^  and  it  required  all 
the  persuadve  eloquence  of  General  Fraser  *  (and  he  had 
a  great  deal)  to  explain  to  their  satisfaction  the  situation  of 
Lochiel,  and  that  they  could  not  more  effectually  serve  him^ 
and  display  their  attachment  and  duty,  than  by  embarking 
with  their  comrades.     To  this  they  consented  with  the  more 

*  While  General  Fraser  was  speaking  in  Gaelic  to  the  men,  an  old 
Highlander,  who  had  aooompanied  his  son  to  Glasgow,  was  leaning  on 
his  staff  gazing  at  the  General  widi  great  earnestness.  When  he  had 
finished,  the  old  man  walked  up  to  him,  and  with  that  easy  fiimiliar 
interoonrse  which  in  those  days  subsisted  between  the  Highlanders  and 
their  superiors,  shook  him  by  the  hand,  exclaiming,  *^  Simon,  you  are  a 
good  soldier,  and  speak  like  a  man ;  so  long  as  you  live,  Simon  of  Lo« 
vat  will  never  die ;"  alluding  to  the  General's  address  and  manner, 
whieh,  as  was  said,  resembled  much  that  of  his  fiitherf  Lord  Lovat> 
whom  the  old  Highlanders  knew  perfectly. 
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dieerfulness,  as  Captain  Campbell  of  Fassafearn,  a  friend 
and  near  relation  of  Lochiet^  was  appointed  to  command 
them.  •  . 

The  transports  with  the  71st  sailed  in  a  large  fle^  having 
the  42d  and  other  troops  on  board.  A  violent  gale,  how* 
ever,  scattered  the  fleet,  and  several  of  the  single  ships  fell 
in  with,  and  were  attacked  by,  American  privateers.  A 
transport  having  Captain,  now  Sir  ^neas  Mackintosh,  and 
his  company  on  board,  with  two  six-pounders,  made  a  re- 
solute defence  against  a  privateer  with  eight  guns,  till  all 
the  ammunition  was  expended,  when  tfa^  bore  down  on 
the  privateer  with  an  intention  of  boarding;  she,  however) 
did  not  wait  to  receive  the  shock,  and  set  sail,  the  transport 
beingunable  to  follow. 

-At  this  period  Greneral  Howe  bi|d  evacuated  Boston, 
and  no  vessel  was  left  off  the  harbour,  to  prevent  Bri-> 
tish  ships  entering.  Owing  to  this  neglect,  the  trans- 
port with  Colonel  Archibald  Campbdl  and  Major  Men- 
zies  on  board  sailed  into  Boston  Harbour,  whane  they 
were  attacked  by  three  privateers  full  of  men.  These  they 
kept  off,  repulsing  several  attempts  lo  board,  till  at  last, 
wh«i  their  ammunition  was  expended,  and  th^  rudder  dis* 
abled  by  a  shot,  the  ship  grounded  under  a  battery,  and 
they  were  compelled  to  surrender.  Major  Menzies  and  seven 
men  were  killed,  and  Colonel  Campbell  and  the  rest  weie 
carried  prisoners  into  Boston.  The  death  of  an  officer  of 
Major  Menzies^s  judgment  and  experience  was  an  irrepa- 
rable loss  to  a  corps,  where  so  many  of  the  officers,  and  all 
the  Serjeants  and  soldiers,  were  toudly  undisciplined.  Sir 
William  Erskine,  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  1st  batta- 
lion, was  a  bold  enterprising  officer  of  Elliott^s  dragoons  in 

*  Lochiel  was  detained  in  London  by  a  severe  illness,  of  nvhich  be 
had  not  recovered  when  he  heard  of  the  conduct  of  his  men,  and  of  the 
cause.  Forgetting  his  delicate 'state  of  healthy  he  hurried  down  to 
Glasgow ;  but  the  fatigue  of  the  journey  brought  on  a  return  of  his 
Gompkiut  with  such  a  violence^  that  he  died  a 'few  weeks  afterwards^ 
universally  respected  and  lamented. 
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Germany,  and  possessed  a  mind,  perhaps,  of  too  high  a 
cast  to  take  pleasure  in  superintending  the  drilling  of  a  new 
corps.     Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  of  the  Sd  battalion, 
was  distinguiahed  as  an  engineer,  and  in  the  scientific  parts 
of  the  profession,  but  he  was  a  perfect  stranger  to  the 
minor  and  interior  discipline^of  the  line.    Could  fm  hypothe- 
tts  be  grounded  on  a  few  facts,  f^raser^s  Highlanders  would 
prove,  that  men  without  discipline,  depending  entirely  on 
their  native  spirit  and  energy,  are  capable  of  performing 
every  duty  of  a  soldier  in  the*  most  perfect  manner.     Few 
o<Mp8  ever  went  into  immediate  service  with  less  discipline 
than  this  regiment  and  Keith^'s  and  CampbellV  Highland- 
ers  in  Germany.     In  what  manner  these  corps  performed 
the  duty  expected  of  them,  the  history  of  the  country  will 
show.     Keith^s  regiment  was  put  to  a  more  severe  trial  in 
being   so  early  placed  in   competition  with   the   veteran 
and  chosen  troops  of  France.      The  want  of  discipline 
of  the  troops  opposed  to  Fraser^s  in  America,  rendered 
the  duty  in  forcing  them  less  arduous ;  but  they  entered 
on  every  enterprise  with  spirit,  and  were  highly  conspicuous 
for  courage,  success,  and  the  terror  with  which  their  advan-* 
ces  inspired  the  enemy.     Of  the  disposition  and  capability 
of  the  Highlanders  as  soldiers.  Sir  William   Howe  had 
formed  an  opinion    from   Fraser^s    Highlanders  of    the 
Seven  Years*  War  with  whom  he  had  served  under  General 
Wolfe.     Influenced  probably  by  this  opinion,  he  brought 
forward  the  71st  to  the  front  immediately  on  their  landing. 
The  grenadiers  were  placed  in  the  battalion  under  the 
Honourable  Lieutenant-Colonel  Charles  Stuart,  and  the 
light  infantry  in  Lieutenant-Colonel  Robert  Abercromby^s 
brigade ;  the  other  companies  were  formed  into  three  small 
battalions  in  brigades,  under  Sir  William  Erskine,  then  ap- 
.pointed  Brigadier-General.  *  In  this  manner,  and  without 
any  training,  except  what  they  got  on  board  the  transport 
from  non-commissioned  officers,  nearly  as  ignorant  as  them- 
^ves,  these  men  were  brought  into  action  at  Brooklyn, 
and  on  no  future  occasion,  even  after  the  experioice  of  sis 


cmnpajgnsi  did  they  display  more  spirit  or  soldier-like  oon* 
duct    Nine  hundred  men  of  the  4Sd,  engaged  on  this  oc* 
canon,  were,  indeed,  as  young  soldiers  as  those  of  the  Tlst, 
but  then  they  had  had  the  advantage  of  the  example  of  800 
old  soldiers,  on  irhich  to  form  their  military  habit»  an4 
manpers,  together  with  a  corps  of  able  ojBScers  and  seijeants 
of  lopg  exp^ence,  to  teach  them  every  necessary  duty ; 
th^r  advantages,  therefore,  were  far  greater.    Such,  indeed, 
weie  the  constant  and  active  duties,  and  incessant  march- 
ing, actions,  and  changes  of  quarters  of  the  71st,  that  little 
time  could  be  spared ;  and,  therefore,  little  attempt  was 
made -to  give  them  the  polish  of  parade  discipline  Ull  the 
third  year  of  the  war.     Field  discipline,  and  forcing  their 
enemy  to  fly  wherever  they  met  him,  (except  on  two  occa- 
sions, when  the  fault  lay  not  with  them,)  they  understood 
perfectly,  and  with  this  knowledge  of  discipline,  and  beiog 
*'  trust-worthy  and  temperate,  brave  in  the  field,  condliating 
and  regular  in  quarters,  wherever  duty  called  them  they 
were  to  be  found.^    With  these  qualifications  as  soldiers, 
Lords  Comwallis  and  Moira  were  perfectly  satisfied,  and 
readily  overlooked  their  want  of  polish,  and  of  more  cor- 
rect parade  movements.     Towards  the  concludon  of  the 
third  campaign.  Major  M^  Arthur,  was  appcHUted  to  the 
cosmnand  of  the  regiment.    He  had  served  in  the  Scotch 
Brigade  in  Holland,  and  in  K^th'^s  Highlanders,  under 
Prince-  Ferdinand,    and   ^^  no  .office,  in  America,  was 
more  a  master  of  mechaiucal  formations  and  miUtary  ma* 
nceuvrea.     The  effect  was  visible  in  the  exterior  of  the 
71st.     It  is  a  doubt  with  some,  whether  the  military  quiw 
Utiea  of  the  corps  were  improved-     Their  conduct  was 
good  after  they  were  drilled.    It  was  equally  good,  per- 
haps more  animated  and  heroic,  before  they  received  this 
military  polish.^*    In  this  uncultivated  state  they  were  ac- 
knowledged to  be  one  of  the  most  hardy,  serviceable  corps 
ev^  raised  in  the  Highlands,  and  to  afford  full  proof  that 

*  Dr  JacluoQ  on  the  Character  of  the  Highlanders  as  Soldiers. 
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little  preparation  is  necessary  for  the  execution  of  every  mi- 
litary duty,  when  men  possess  the  proper  elements  of  the 
«oIdier. 

The  first  proof  they  gave  was,  as  I  have  already  noticed, 
at  the  battle  of  Brooklyn.  They  disembarked  in  America 
towards  the  end  of  July  1776;  and,  in  the  month  of 
August,  a  very  important  duty  was  assigned  them,  under 
their  chivalrous  commander,  Sir  William  Erskine,  namely, 
to  support  the  grenadiers  and  guards,  the  elite  of  the  Bri- 
tish army..  *^  Their  spirit  and  intrepidity  were  universally 
acknowledged;^  and  if  General  Grant,  who  commanded  the 
left  wing  of  the  army,  had  been  allowed  to  advance  with  the 
same  ardour  which  he  himself  exhibited  at  Fort  du-  QuSsne 
in  1758,  when  major  of  Montgomerie^s  Highlanders,  the 
battle  of  Brooklyn  would  probably  have  had  a  very  differ- 
ent conclusion,  and  might  have  given  a  blow  to  the  enemy 
which  they  would  not  have  easily  recovered.  While  the 
battalion  companies  gave  this  early  promise  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  William  Erskine,  the  grenadier  companies 
were  no  less  fortunate  in  their  commander,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  the  Honourable  Charles  Stuart,  and  ih  the  appro^ 
badon  with  which  their  condtict  was  noticed  the  saine  day 
in  the  right  wing  of  the  army.  Here  the  same  ardour  was 
displayed  by  th^  troops,  the  same  eagerness  to  push  the 
enemy  to  the  l&st  extremity,  and  force  them  to  surrender 
in  the  strong  position  in  which  they  had  taken  shelter.  But 
General  How;e,  desirous  of  saving  the  lives  of  his  troops, 
called  them  back.  Had  they  been  allowed  to  advance,  die 
sacrifice  of  lives  would  have  been  more  than  compensated 
by  the  success  which  appeared  so  certain ;  by  the  additional 
spirit  which  victory  thus  early  would  have  infused  into 
our  troops,  and  by  the  despondency  which  so  complete  a 
discomfiture  would  have  occasioned  to  the  enekny. 

In  the  skirmishing  warfare  of  the  next  campaign,  this  regi- 
ment had  constant  employment,  and  particularly  in  the  expe- 
ditions to  Willsbrough  and  Westfield,  with  whidi  the  cam- 
paign of  1777  commenced.     Thiswas  immediately  previous 
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to  the  embarkation  of  the  army  for  the  Chesapeak.  In  the 
battle  of  Brandy  Wine  they  were  actively  engaged^  and  re« 
mained  iii  Pennsylvania  till  they  embarked  for  New  York  in 
November.  Here  they  were  joined  by  200  recruits,  who 
had  arrived  in  September,  from  Scotland.  These  men^ 
with  about  100  recovered  men  from  the  hospital,  formed  a 
small  corps  under  Captiun  CoM  (afterwards  Greneral) 
Mackenzie*  This  corps  acted  as^  light  infantry,  and  accom* 
panied  General  Vaughan  *  in  an  expedition  up  tbn  North 
River,  to  create  a  diversion  in  favour  of  General  Burgoyne^s 
movements.  On  the  6th  of  October,  Fort  Montgomery  was 
taken  by  assault.  Captain  Mackenzie's  corps  led  the  at- 
tack, and  although  so  many  were  recruits,  it  was  said  that 
they  exhibited  conduct  worthy  of  veterans. 

In  the  year  1778,  the  7l5t  regiment  accompanied  Lord 
Comwallis  on  an  excursion  into  the  Jerseys,/f  and  after  a 

*  General  Vaughati,  who  commanded  in  the  Jerseys  during  the 
winter  months,  placed  such  confidence  in  this  regiment,  that  he  kept 
them  constantly  with  him,  and  seldom  moved  without  a  party  of  them. 

t  On  this  occasion  a  corps  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  the  Polish  Coant 
Pulaittky,  were  surprised  and  nearly  cut  to  pieces  by  the  light  infimtry 
under  Sir  James  Bainl.  Indeed,  there  was  hardly  a  movonent,  how- 
ever trifling,  in  which  Sir  James  was  not  engaged.  Whenever  he  was 
within  reach  he  was  generally  first  called  up«n,  and  he  was  almost  al- 
ways the  first  ready.  No  company  in  America  was  more  firequcntly 
engaged  with  the  enemy*  It  was  said  of  Colonel  Abercromby,  that 
more  balls  passed  him  without  iqjury  than  any  other  officer,  and  Sir 
James  and  his  light  infantry,  being  always  in  front,  had  the  credit  of 
killing  more  of  the  enemy  than  any  other  company.  "  He  was  not  a 
Higfahinder,  but  when  he  was  appointed  to  this  company,  he  studied 
the  character  of  the  people  he  commanded,  he  sung  their  warlike  songs, 
was  firank  and  familiar  as  a  chief  of  old,  at  the  same  time  preserving  the 
ftdl  authority  of  a  chief  in  his  character  of  an  officer.  He  so  insinuated 
himself  into  their  affections,  that,  though  Highlanders  have'a  predi- 
lecticm  for  Highland  blood,  no  chieftain  in  his  glen  ever  commanded 
the  devotion  of  Oiliien  more  unreservedly.  They  knew  his  meaning 
by  his  whittle,  and  they  flew  with  eagerness  to  obey.  He  atruck  tlie 
key  of  the  Highlanders'  mind  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  produce  an  ac- 
taon  of  perfect  accord.  With  great  personal  activity,  ardent  and  fear« 
less,  he  indulged  the  propensity  of  the  Highlanders  to  close  up<m  the 

enemy. '  *  , 

*  Dr  Jackson. 

VOL.  II.'  6 
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series  of  movements  and  (x>untermoyement8,  the  two  hau 
talions  embarked  at  New  York  for  Georgia  in  the  month  of 
November. 

The  object  of  this  expedition,  which,  along  with  the 
Highlanders,  consisted  of  two  regiments  of  Hessians,  a 
corps  of  Provincials,  and  a  detachment  of  artillery,  the 
whole  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Archi- 
bald Campbell,  (who  had  been  exchanged  this  year,)  was  to 
take  possession  of  the  town  of  Savannah  in  order  to  afibrd 
support  to  the  loyalists  in  the  province.  Captain  Hyde 
Parker  commanded  the  convoy.  The  fleet  sailed  from 
Sandy  Hook  on  the  29th  of  November  1777,  and,  after 
a  stormy  pass^e,  reached  the  river  Savannah  by  the  end 
of  Decembo*.  The  1st  battalion  of  the  71st,  and  the  light 
infantry,  under  the  immediate  command  of  the  Honourable 
Lieutenant^Colonel  Mutland,  landed  without  opposition  a 
short  distance  below  the  town  of  Savannah.  Captain  Ca- 
meron immediately  pushed  forward  to  attack  the  advanced 
post  of  the  enemy  stationed  beyond  the  landing  place. 
As  the  light  infantry  advanced,  the  enemy  fired  a  volley,  by 
which  Captain  Cameron,  an  ^*  officer  of  high  spirit  and 
great  promise,^  and  three  men,  were  killed ;  the  rest  in- 
stantly charged  the  epemy,  and  drove  them  back  on  the 
main  body,  drawn  up  in  line  on  an  open  plain  in  rear  of  the 
town  of  Savannah.  The  diseimbarkation,  with  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  for  an  attack  on  the  enemy,  were  soon 
completed.     Savannah  was  then  an  open  town,  without  any 

Although  I  have  avoided  saying  any  thing  in  the  praise  of  any  Hy- 
ing individual,  leaving  their  actions  to  speak  for  themselves,  (except  in 
one  great  exception,  where  it  was  impossible  to  view  his  actions  with- 
out giving  expression  to  the  feelings  they  created,)  I  cannot  keep  back 
this  notice  of  Sir  James  Baird  and  his  light  infantry,  which  is  from  a 
valued  friend,  whose  talents,  penetration,  and  personal  knowledge  of 
the  circumstances,  enabled  him  to  form  an  accurate  opinion.  The  Mar- 
quis of  Montrose,  Lord  Dundee,  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  and  Sir 
James  Baird,  Lowlanders  born,  and  originally  strangers  to  the  charac- 
ter, customs,  prejudices,  and  language  of  the  Highlanders,  had  the  ad- 
dress and  talent  to  secure  their  affections,  and  to  attempt  and  accom- 
plish very  daring  and  very  remarkable  exploits. 

11 
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natural  strength,  covered  on  both  sides  with  woods.  Co- 
lonel Campbell  formed  his  troops  in  line,  and  detached  Sir 
James  Baird  with  the  light  infantry  tlirough  a  narrow  path, 
to  get  round  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  while  the  corps* 
which  had  been  Captain  Cameron^'s,  was  sent  round  the 
left.  The  army  remained  drawn  up  in  front,  making  de- 
monstrations to  attack.  This  so  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  enemy,  that  they  did  not  perceive  the  intentions  of  the 
flanking  parties,  till  the  signal  was  given  that  our  troops 
had  got  to  their  ground.  Colonel  Campbell  instantly  ad- 
vanced, when  the  enemy,  seeing  themselves  surrounded,^ 
fled  in  the  greatest  confusion.  The  light  infantry,  closing 
in  upon  both  flanks  of  the  retreating  enemy,  they  suffered 
exceedingly,  upwards  of  100  men  being  killed,  and  500 
wounded  and  prisoners,  with  a  loss,  on  the  part  of  the 
assailants,  of  only  4  soldiers  killed  and  5  wounded ;  thus 
eaaly  did  the  British  gain  possesion  of  the  capital  of  Geor- 
gia, together  with  45  pieces  of  cannon,  shipping,  and  stores. 
Anxious  to  follow  up  this  favourable  commencement,  Co^ 
lonel  Campbell  made  inmiediate  preparations  to  advance 
against  Augusta,  a  considerable  town  in  the  interior  of  the 
province,  150  miles  distant  from  Savannah.  The  enemy, 
not  having  recovered  from  the  recent  disaster,  made  no  op- 
position, and  the  whole  province  quietly  submitted.  Colonel 
Campbell  established  himself  in' Augusta,  and  detached 
liieutenant-Colonel  Hamilton,  with  200  men,  to  the  fron« 
tiers  of  Georgia.  During  these  proceedings.  General  Pre- 
vost  had  arrived  at  Savannah  from  Florida,  and  assumed 
the  command.  He  ordered  Augusta  to  be  evacuated,  and 
the  boundaries  occupied  by  the  British  to  be  narrowed. 
The  Americans,  emboldened  by  this  retrograde  movement, 
t»llected  in  great  numbers,  and  hung  on  the  Vear  of  the  Bri- 
tish, cutting  off  stragglers,  and  frequently  skirmishing  with 
the  rear  guards.  But  although  uniformly  repulsed,  this 
retreat  dispirited  the  loyalists,  and  left  them  unprpteoted,  and 
unable,  and  now,  perhiqps,  unwilling  to  render  assistance. 
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As  General  Prevost  did  not  encourage  the  egtablishment 
of  a  provincial  militia,  the  loyalists  were  left  without  arms 
or  employment,  and  the  disaffected  formed  bands  and  tra- 
versed the  country  without  control.  To  keep  these  in 
check,  inroads  were  made  into  the  interior,  and  in  this  man- 
ner the  winter  months  passed.  Colonel  Campbell,  who 
had  acted  on  a  different  system,  obtained  leave  of  absence 
and  embarked  for  England,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maitland 
succeeding  him  in  the  command  of  the  71st  regiment. 

In  the  month  of  February  1779)  the  enemy  collected  a 
force  of  nearly  8,000  men  at  Bnen  Creek,  for  the  purpose 
of  cutting  off  the  communication  and  checking  the  incur- 
sions of  the  foraging  parties.  This  position  was  strong, 
and  defended  by  upwards  of  2,000  men.  In  front  was  a 
deep  swamp,  rendered  passable  only  by  a  narrow  causeway, 
and  on  each  flank  thick  woods  nearly  impenetrable,  except 
on  the  dryer  parts  of  the  swamps  which  intersected  them, 
but  the  position  was  more  open  in  the  rear.  Thus  ^tuated, 
the  enemy  were  enabled  to  cause  considerable  aimoyance; 
it  was,  therefore,  determined  to  dislodge  them.  For  this 
purpose,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Duncan  Macpherson,  *  with 
the  first  battaUon  of  the  Highlanders,  was  directed  to 
march  upon  the  front  of  the  position ;  Colonel  Prevost,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonels  Maitland  and  Macdonald,  with  the  2d 
battalion  of  the  Highlanders,  the  light  infantry,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  provincials,  were  ordered  to  attempt  the  rear  by 
a  circuitous  route  of  forty-nine  miles.    Notwithstanding  this 

*  This  gentleman  was  son  of  Macpherson  of  Clunie^  the  chief  to 
whom  his  clan  evinced  such  disinterested  fidelity  and  affection  in  174(f^ 
and  the  nine  suhsequent  yeaxa.  The  castle  of  Clunie  was  burnt  by  the 
troops  after  the  battle  of  CuUoden.  During  the  chiefs  long  confine- 
ment in  the  cave;  his  lady  fitted  up  an  old  malt-kiln  bb  a  kind  of  tem- 
porary residence*  Here  she  was  delivered  of  a  son^  who  now  command- 
ed  in  this  expedition.  As  the  Highlanders  always  marked  any  extra- 
ordinary  circumstance,  whether  personally  or  otherwise,  by  some  name 
or  phrase  characteristic  of  the  hct,  Colonel  Macpherson  was  called 
Dimoan  of  ike  Kiln* 
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length  of  march  through  a  difficult  country,  the  movements 
were  so  well  regulated,  and  so  well  adapted  to  the  distance 
and  the  nature  of  the  ground  to  be  passed  over,  that  in  ten 
minutes  after  Colonel  Macpherson  appeared  at  the  head  of 
the  causeway  in  front.  Colonel  Maitland's  fire  was  heard  in 
the  rear,  and  Sir  James  Baird,  with  the  light  infantry,  in 
<<  his  usual  manner,^  rushing  through  the  openings  in  the 
swamps  on  the  left  flank,  the  enemy,  unable  to  make  any  ef- 
fectual resistance,  were  quickly  overpowered ;  the  loss  of 
the  Highlanders  being  only  5  siddiers  killed,  and  1  officer, 
and  12  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

This  strong  detachment  bemg  thus  dislodged,  Gleneral 
Lincoln  colle<;ted  a  considerable  force  on  the  South  Caro- 
fina  side  of  the  river.  General  Prevost,  determined  to  at- 
tack this  post,  took  the  command  of  the  troops,  who  had 
been  ^  successful  at  Brien^'s  Creek,  and  crossed  the  river 
ten  miles  below  the  position  of  the  enemy.  The  two  bat- 
talions of  the  71st  were  directed  to  take  a  circuit  of  several 
miles,  with  a  view  of  coming  on  the  enemy's  rear,  while  the 
general  should  advance  on  their  front.  They  entered  a 
woody  swamp  at  11  o'clock  at  night,  and,  guided  by  a  party 
of  Creek  Indians,  penetrated  through,  the  water  reaching 
to  their  shoulders  in  the  deeper  and  softer  parts  of  the 
swamps.  In  this  condition,  with  their  ammunition  destroyed, 
they  emerged  from  the  woods  at  8  o^dock  in  the  morning, 
less  than  half  a  mile  in  rear  of  the  enemy^s  position,  and, 
without  waiting  for  the  cooperation  of  General  Prevost, 
who  had  not  moved  from  his  position  ten  miles  below,  the 
Highlanders  instantly  rushed  forward,  and  drov^  the  enemy 
from  their  position  at  the  first  charge,  and  this  with  sudi 
expedition  that  they  suffered  no  loss,  nor.  did  the  enemy, 
from  their  short  stand  and  quick  retreat,  suffer  much. 

General  Prevost  being  thus  far  successful,  was  encourag-^ 
cd  to  penetrate  farther  into  the  country,  and,  meeting  witl^ 
no  oppo^on,  he  mqved  with  such  celerity  upon  Charles- 
town,  and  furrived  before  it  so  unexpectedly,  that,  if  atti|ckf 
ed  before  the  garrison  had  time  to  recover  from  their  &ur- 
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priBe^  it.  is  probable  that  it  would  have  been  taken  with 
little  difficulty.  The  town  was  summoned  to  surrender, 
but  time  being  allowed  to  consult,  a  dispatch  arrived  in  the 
meantime  from  the  American  General  Lincoln  giving  no- 
tice of  his  approach  to  its  relief*  General  Prevost  had. no 
means  to  carry  on  a  siege,  and  as  the  American  force  under 
Lincoln  was  stated  to  be  greatly  superior  to  his  own,  he 
thought  it  advisable  to  commence  a  retreat  to  his  old 
quarters  in  Georgia  under  somewhat  gloomy  circumstances. 
He  could  not  retrace  his  steps,  the  Americans  being  in 
arms,  and  the  principal  pass  on  the  route  being  occupied. 
He  was,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of  attempting  to  return 
by  the  sea  coast,  a  course  which  exposed  the  troops  to  much 
suffering,  having  to  march  through  unfrequented  woods,  salt 
water  marshes  and  swamps,  and  experiencing  a  consequent 
want  of  fresh  water.  LieutenanuCoIonel  Prevost,  the  Quar- 
termaster-General,  and  a  person  of  the  name  of  Macgirt,  * 
and  a  party  under  hi^  orders,  had  gone  on  a  foraging  ex- 
cursion, and  were  not  returned  from  their  operations ;  and 
as  it  was  thought  necessary  that  they  should  be  protected. 
Colonel  Maidand,  with  a  battalion  of  Highlanders  and 
some  Hessians,  was  placed  in  a  redoubt  of  hasty  construe- 
tion  at  Stono  Ferry,  an  important  pass»  while  the  rest  of 
the  troops  crossed  over  to  John's  Island.  The  communica- 
tion had  been  kept  up  by  a  bridge  of  boats,  but  several  of 
the  lH>ats  having  been  removed  by  the  Quartermaster-Ge^ 
neral,  when  he  arrived  with  the  fruits  of  his  forage,  the 
communication  was  interrupted.  This  separation  of  the 
British  force  was  not  to  be  neglected  by  the  enemy,  who  had 
5,000  men  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  They,  ac* 
oordmgly,  pushed  forward  2,000  pien  with  the  artillery. 

*  This  man,  with  a  baud  of  followers,  hod  acoompanied  the  Gene- 
ral from  Florida,  and  from  his  character  and  marauding  habits,  was  a 
▼ery  improper  guard  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  to  whom  all  the 
odium  of  the  exce&ses  and  pillage  of  Macgirt  and  his  hand  attached, 
and  greatly  increased  the  disaffection  and  irritation  of  the  people. 
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When  their  advance  was  reported,  Captain  Colin  Camp- 
bell, *  with  4  officers  and  56  men^  were  sent  out  to  recon- 
noitre, and  to  act  according  to  circumstances.      A  thick 
wood  covered  the  approach  of  the  enemy  till  they  reached 
a  dear  field  on  which  Captain  Campbells  party  stood. 
Disregan^g  this  great  inequality  of  numbers,  and  anxious 
to  give  time  to  those  in  the  redoubt  to  prepare,  he  instantly 
attacked  with  such  vivad^,  that  the  enemy  were  obliged  to 
form  to^  defend  themselves.     A  desperate  resistance  ensued ; 
all  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  High- 
landers fell,  seven  soldiers  only  remaining  on  their  legs«    It 
was  not  intended  that  the  resistance  should  be  of  this  nature. 
But  most  of  the  party  were  men  who  had  recently  joined 
from  prison,  being  some  of  those  taken  in  Boston  Harbour 
early  in  the  war ;  and  this  being  their  first  appearance  be- 
fore an  eoemyy  they  had  not  yet  learned  to  retreat,  and  had 
not  forgotten  what  they  were  always  told  in  their  native 
country,  that  to  retreat  was  disgraceful.     *^  When  Captain 
Campbdl  fell,  he  desired  such  of  hisr  men  as  were  able  to 
make  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  redoubt ;  but  they  re- 
fused to  obey,  as  it  would  bring  lasting  disgrace  upon  them 
aU  to  leave  their  officers  in  the  field,  and  none  left  to  carry 
them  back.^    However,  the  enemy,  dither  struck  with  this   • 
unexpected  check  from  so  insignificant  a  force,  or  waiting 
till  the  main  body  came  up,  ceased  firing.     The  seven  men 
retired  carrying  thdr  wounded  officers  along  with  them^  ac- 
companied by  those  of  the  soldiers  who  were  able  to  walk. 
They  were  soon  followed  by  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy, 
determined  to  overpower  those  in  the  redoubts.     In  tlus 
they  had  in  one  part  a  partial  success ;  the  Hessians  having 
got  into  confusion  in  the  redoubt  which  they  occupied,  the 
enemy  forced  an  entrance,  but.  the  71st  having  driven  back 
those  who  had  attacked  thdr  redoubt,  Colond  Mdtland  was 
enabled  to  detach  two  companies  of  the  Highlanders  to  the 

*  This  gallant  oflScer  was  son  of  Campbell  of  Glendarule^  in  Ar- 
gyleshire. 
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support  of  the  Hessians.  The  enemy  were  instandj  driven 
out  of  the  redoubt  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
while  they  were  preparing  for  another  attempt  to  storm, 
the  id  battalion  of  the  Highlanders  came  up,  when  the 
Americans,  despairing  of  success,  retreated  at  all  pcnnts, 
leaving  many  men  killed  and  wounded. 

The  reastance  offered  by  Captain  Campbell,  though  not 
intended,  and  contrary,  perhaps,  to  common  practice  in 
such  cases,  was,  notwithstanding,  highly  honourable  to  those 
who  made  this  almost  invincible  stand,  for  no  men  need  ap- 
proach n€^urer  to  invincibility  than  those  who  fight  against 
the  most  fearful  odds,  while  life  or  the  power  of  motion  re- 
mains. This  undaunted  renstance  also  apparently  saved 
the  redoubt  and  those  who  defended  it,  for  the  time  lost 
by  the  enemy  in  forcing  their  way  through  this  litde  band 
of  true  soldiers,  afforded  time  to  their  fiiends  in  the  redoubt 
to  prepare,  and  likewise  to  the  2d  battalion  in  the  island  to 
march  by  the  difficult  and  circuitous  route  left  open  for 
them.  *  Nor  was  the  firm  resistance  of  those  within  the 
redoubt  (if  their  embankments,  hastily  thrown  up  without 
guns  or  any  other  strength,  could  be' called  a  redoubt)  less 
honourable,  seeing  that  520  Highlanders  and  200  Hessians 
successfully  resisted  all  the  efforts  of  an  enemy  5,000  strong, 
(except  the  momentary  impression  on  the  Hessian  redoubt,) 

*  Tbe  destruction  of  tbe.bridge  of  boats  by  Lieatenant-Colonel  Pre- 
V08t  was  Uie  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  lapport  of  the  td  battalion  from 
the  island^  and^  indeed,  had'  nearly  preventeid  their  asaistimoe  entirely. 
Two  temporary  ftrry-boats  had  been  established,  but  the  men  who 
had  charge  of  them  •  being  frightened  by  the  flriiig,  ran  away  and  left 
the  boata  fixed  on  the  wrong  aide.  The  enemy  perceiving  this  ^m  a 
height  on  the  opposite  side,  opened  a  galling  fyre  from  their  great  guns 
on  the  men  as  they  stood  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  without  a  cannon 
to  return  a  phot.  Lieutenant  Robert  Campbell  plunged  into  the  water 
and  swam  across,  followed  by  a  few  soldiers,  returtied  with  the  boats, 
and  thus  enabled  the  battalion  to  cross  over  to  the  support  of  their 
friends*  This  brave  and  zealous  officer  was  drowned  some  years  after- 
wards  in  an  attempt  to  save  an  old  domestic  who  had  fidlen  from  a  boat 
into  the  sea,  in  crossing  from  one  of  the  isLuids  in  the  Hebrides 
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and  this  with  a  trifling  loss  in  comparison  of  the  service 
performed.  The  loss  was  S  officers  and  32  soldiers  killed 
and  wounded,  while  that  of  the  enemy  exceeded  the  total 
strength  of  those  attacked. 

The  port  at  Stono  Ferry  being  thiis  secured,  and  the 
Quartermaster-General  having  returned  with  his  foraging 
party,  it  was  evacuated,  and  Colonel  Mmtland  retired  to 
the  island  of  Port  Royal,  where  he  was  left  with  700  men, 
while  General  Prevost,  with  the  xnain  body  of  the  army, 
continued  a  difficult  and  harassing  march  to  Savannah. 

In  this  station  General  Prevost  remained  till  the  month 

■ 

of  September  1779,  when  the  Count  D^Estaing  arrived  c«i 
the  coast  of  Georgia  with  a  fleet  of  twenty  sail  of  the  line,  two 
fifty  gun  ships,  seven  frigates,  and  a  fleet  of  transports,  with  a 
body  of  troops  on  board  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  retaking' 
Savannah.      This  town  was  still  open,  situated  on  a  sandy 
plain  gently  inclining  towards  the  south  ;  the  river  Savan- 
nah was  in  front,  low  and  swampy  grounds  on  both  flanks ; 
the  back  of  the  town  was  protected  by  an  albatis,  in  such 
a  state  of  ruin,  as  to  present  little  impediment  to  any  ene- 
my.    The  successful  defence  of  the  garrison,  and  their  ul-- 
timate  success,  was  to  be  calculated  more  from  their  energy 
and  firmness  than  from  their  niunbers,  or  the  strength  or 
capability  of  artificial  protection.      The  garrison  consisted 
of  two  companies  of  the  16th  regiment,  two  of  the  60th, 
one  battalipn  of  Highlanders,  and  one  weak  battalion  of 
Hesfflans ;  in  all  about  1,100  effecdve  men.    The  Fre;nch 
and  American  force  combined  was  said  to  be  more  than 
12,000  men.     With  such  a  preponderance  of  force,  and 
with  no  natural  and  very  trifling  artificial  defences,  the  ene- 
my, it  was  believed,  would  have  attacked  the  moment 
they  landed,  but  Couixt  D^Estaing  preferring  regular  ap- 
proaches, summoned  the  town  to  surrender  on  capitulation* 
Time  was  demanded  and  granted,  and,  in  the  absence  of  Co- 
lonel Maitland's  detachment  in  Port-Royal,  this  delay  was 
of  the  utmost  importance.     The  instant  this  officer  was  ap- 
prised of  the  appearance  and  intentions  of^ilie  enemy,  he 
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set  out  for  Savannah ;  but  the  enemy  having  taken  pos- 
session of  the  principal  passes  and  fords  on  the  creeks  and 
swamps,  he  was  obliged  to  take  a  circuit  through  moras- 
ses and  woods  unfrequented  and  hidierto  supposed  impas- 
sable. But  all  difficulties  were  overcome  by  the  spirit 
and  perseverance  of  this  excellent  officer  and  his  detach- 
ment, always  ready  to  execute  his  most  arduous  attempts. 
He  arrived  at  Savannah  at  a  most  critical  moment,  when 
General  Prevost  was  hesitating  what  answer  to  return  to  the 
summons  of  Count  D'Estaing.  The  arrival  of  Colonel 
Maitland  determined  his  answer,  and  immediate  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  the  most  determined  resistance.  The 
zeal  and  talents  of  Captain  Moncrieff,  the  chief  en^neer, 
and  the  unremitting  exertions  and  labour  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  assisted  by  the  negro  population,  completed  a  line 
of  entrenchments  with  intervening  redoubts,  which  covered 
the  troops,  and  placed  the  town  in  a  tolerable  state  of  de- 
fence against  an  assault.  This  important  object  was  com- 
pleted in  less  time  than  the  enemy  required  for  their  prepa- 
ratory approaches.  Such  was  the  celerity  with  which  the 
•works  were  carried  on  and  completed,  that  the  French  offi- 
cers declared  that  the  English  engineer  made  his  batteries 
spring  up  like  mushrooms.  Such  being  the  zeal  and  ener- 
gy in  preparing  for  the  defence,  it  may  be  imagined  that 
the  enemy  were  not  permitted  to  carry  on  their  advances 
unmolested  ;  although  General  Prevost,  owing  to  the 
weakness  of  his  garrison,  was  averse  to  sorties.  However, 
in  the  morning  of  the  84th  of  September,  Major  Colin 
Graham,  with  the  Kght  company  of  tlie  16th  regiment, 
and  the  two  Highland  battalions,  dashed  out,  attacked  the 
enemy,  drove  them  from  their  outworks,  and  then  retired 
with  the  loss  of  Lieutenant  Henry  Macpherson  of  the  71st, 
and  three  privates  killed,  and  15  wounded,  while  the  ene- 
my lost  14  officers,  and  145  men,  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners. 

In  the  same  manner  Major  Macarthur,  with  the  picquets 
pf  the  Highlanders,  advanced  on  the  enemy  with  such  cau- 
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lion  aod  address,  that,  after  firing  a  few  rounds^  the 
French  and  Americans,  mistaking  their  object,  commenced 
a  6xe  on  ea^i  other,  by  which  they  lost  60  men ;  while, 
in  the  meantime,  Major  Macarthur  redred  silently  without 
loss,  leaving  the  /Combatants  to  discover  their  own  mis- 
tcke. 

Irritated  by  these  interruptions,  impatient  of  the  slow 
progress  of  the  siege,  and  having  his  fleet  riding  in  an  open 
sea,  exposed  to  an  attack  from  the  British,  and  in  danger 
of  being  blown  off  the  coast,  D^Estaing  determined  on  a 
general  assault,  in  the  hope  of  finishing  the  enterprise  at 
one  blow  ;  and,  confiding  in  the  number  and  experience  of 
his  troops,  he  fixed  on  the  9th  of  October  for  making  the 
attempt.     This  was  done  before  day-light  with  the  whole 
French  and  American  force.     Owing  to  ^  thick  fog,  it  was 
still  too  dark  to  enable  the  garrison  to  ascertain  from  what 
point  the  principal  attack  was  intended.  However,  they  were 
not  long  in  suspense ;  for  the  enemy  were  seen  advancing  in 
three  columns,  D'^Estaing  in  person  leading  the  right    The 
left  column,  taking  too  large  a  circuit,  got  entangled  in  a 
swamp,  and,  being  exposed  to  the  guns  of  the  garrison,  fell 
into  confusion,  and  was  unable  to  advance*     The  others 
made  the  attack  in  the  best  manner ;  Jbut  the  fire  from  the 
batteries  was  so  well  directed  and  effective,  that  the  heads 
of  the  columns  suffered  exceedingly.    Still  they  persevered ; 
those  in  rear  supplying  the  places  of  those  who  fell  in  front ; 
audy  pushing  forward  ^ill  they  reached  the  first  redoubt, 
the  contest  became  desperate.     Many  entered  the  ditch, 
and  even  ascended  and  planted  the  colours  on  the  parapet, 
where  several  were  killed.     Captain  Tawse,  of  the  71st, 
who  commanded  the  redoubt,  plunged  his  sword  into  the 
first  man  who  mounted,  and  was  himself  shot  dead  by  the 
man  who  followed.     Captain  Archibald  Campbell  then  as. 
sumed  the  command,  and  maintained  his  post  till  supported 
by  the  grenadiers  of  the  60th,  when  the  enemy'^s  column 
'l)eing  attacked  on  both  sides,  was  completely  broken,  and 
driven  back  with  such  expedition,  that  a  detachment  of  the 
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Tlst,  ordered  by  Colonel  Maitland  to  hasten  and  assist 
those  who  were  so  hard  pressed  by  superior  numbers,  could 
not  overtake  them.  The  other  columns,  seeing  the  discom- 
fiture of  their  principal  attack^  retired  without  any  farther 
attempt. 

In  this  complete  repulse  and  discomfiture  of  an  important 
and  apparently  irresistible  enterprise^  was  exemplified  the 
ruinous  consequences  of  hesitation  and  delay.  Had  D^Es- 
taing  attacked  immediately  on  landing,  before  any  defences 
had  been  raised,  and  before  Colonel  MaiUand^s  detachment 
had  joined,  a  weak  garrison  and  open  town  could  hardly  be 
expected  to  make  a  successful  resistance.  General  Prevost 
at  Charlestown^  and  Count  D^Estaing  at  Savannah,  fell  into 
similar  errors,  and  were  forced  to  retreat,  when  an  imme- 
diate and  resolute  attack  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  crowned  with  complete  success. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  estimated  at  1,500  men  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners ;  that  of  the  garrison  was  1  captain, 
S  subalterns,  4  Serjeants,  and  dS  soldiers,  killed ;  and  k  cap- 
tains, S  Serjeants,  2  drummers,  and  66  soldiers,  wounded. 
The  French  and  Americans  kept  possesion  of  their  lines  till 
they  withdrew  their  artillery  and  stores,  when  the  latter  re- 
tired towards  South  Carolina,  and  the  former  to  their 
ships ;  and  thus  ended  the  attack  on  Savannah,  which,  from 
the  state  of  the  place  and  the  force  of  the  enemy,  promised 
a  very  difierent  result;  but  the  talents  of  the  officers, 
the  finqness  of  the  troops,  and  the  eixcellent,  though  hastily 
constructed,  defences,  <hrown  up  under  the  direction  of  the 
chief  engineer,  supplied  the  deficiency  of  numbers  and 
strength  of  walls.  The  troops  in  Savannah  were  sickly  be- 
fore the  place  was  attacked  ;  but  the  soldiers  seemed  reani- 
mated, and  sickness  in  a  manner  suspended,  during  active 
operations.  As  usual  in  such  cases,  however,  sickness  re- 
turned with  aggravated  violence  after  the  enemy  had  been 
repulsed,  and  all  incitement  ceased*  Disease,  which  was 
increased  by  inactivity  and  lassitude  after  extreme  exertion, 
fell  with  particular  severity  on  the   Highlanders.      The 
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battalion  under  Colonel  Maitland  had  not  ten  men  nek  in 
the  march  through  the  swamps,  nor  through  the  aege,  but 
now  one-fourth  of  their  number  was  in  hospital.  * 

YBldle  the  battalion  companies  of  the  71  st  regiment  were 
thus  employed  in  Greor^^  and  Carolina,  the  grenadiers  were 
at  Stoney  Point,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  hairing  a  small 
detachment  of  the  corps  at  the  post  of  Verplanks,  in  the  im- 
mediate naghbourhood.  These  two  posts  had  been  recent- 
ly taken  from  the  enemy,  who'  were  anxious  to  regain  pos- 
session of  them ;  and  this  service  ofPering  an  opportunity  to 
General  Wayne  of  atoning  for  his  recent  disaster  in  allow-* 
ing  his  post  to  be  surprised  by  Sir  Charles  Grey,  the  exe- 
cution of  this  duty  was  entrusted  to  him.  A  body  of  troops 
was  accordingly  placed  under  his  command ;  and,  at  eight 
o^dock  in  the  evening  of  the  1 5th  of  July  1779,  he  took 
post  in  a  hollow,  within  two  miles  of  the  forts,  and  remain- 
ed there  unperceived  till  midnight,  when  he  formed  his 
men  into  two  columns,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleury  and  Ma- 
jor Stewart  leading  the  advance.  A  gun-boat,  which  had 
been  stationed  to  cover  the  principal  approach,  was  absent 
that  night,  and  the  picquet  being  placed  considerably  to  the 
right,  one  column  gained  the  summit  of  the  ground  on 
which  the  fort  stood  before  they  were  perceived.  The 
troops  being  thus  unprepared,  made  a  feeble  resistance,  and 

*  One  of  the  first  ivho  died,  after  the  oesiation  of  hostilities^  was 
Lieatenant  Colonel  Maitland,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale.  He  was 
originally  in  the  Marines^  Imt  as  this  servioe  did  not  afibrd  a  sufficient 
field  fbr  his  actiTe  and  enterprising  mind,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
line,  and  appointed  miyor  to  Fraser's  Highlanders,  His  arrival  at  Sa- 
vannah, at  a  most  critical  moment,  inspired  confidence  in  his  friends, 
while  it  stmck  the  enemy  with  surprise,  as  they  did  not  expect  he 
would  he  aUe  to  penetrate  hy  a  circuitous  route,  after  they  had  se* 
cured  the  fords  and  passes.  Cobnel  Maitland  lived  in  the  trenches 
with  the  soldiers,  and,  "  hy  his  courage,  his  kindness  of  heart,  and  af- 
flihility  to  his  men,  he  secured  their  affections  and  fidelity.  His  dia- 
lect  was  Scotch ; — proceeding  from  a  toni^io  which  never  spoke  in  dis- 
guise, it  carried  conviction  to  alL  Equally  hrave,  generous,  and  un- 
aasoming,  his  memory  will  he  respected  while  manly  fortitude,  un« 
stained  honour,  and  militar|r  talents,  are  held  in  estimation/' 
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surrendered  with  the  loss  of  19  soldiers  killed,  and  1  cap- 
tain, S  subalterns,  and  7^  soldiers,  wounded.  The  princi- 
pal part  of  this  loss  fell  upon  the  picquet,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Gumming  of  the  71st,  which  resisted  one  of  the 
columns  till  almost  idl  the  men  of  the  picquet  were  either 
killed  or  wounded,  Lieutenant  Gumming  being  among  the 
latter. 

This  misfortune  was  not  attributed  to  any  want  of  spirit 
in  the  troops.  Unfortunately,  many  British  officers  under- 
valued the  military  talents  of  the  enemy,  which  led  to  a 
want  of  vigilance,  and  a  neglect  of  procuring  proper  intelli- 
gence ;  an  object  of  primary  importance  in  military  opera- 
tions, parUcularly  on  outposts  in  front  of  an  enemy.  It 
was  an  error  of  this  nature  that  caused  the  loss  of  the  Hes- 
sian post  at  Trenton  in  December  1776,  which  disaster  pro- 
duced a  total  change  in  the  aspect  of  the  war,  and  led  to 
the  most  important  results.  The  Hessian,  commanding  of- 
ficer, ignorant  of  the  language,  despising  the  Americans, 
and  disregarding  even  the  most  common  precautions,  the 
enemy  easily  discovered  the  nature,  of  his  post,  the  disposi- 
tion of  his  men,  and  their  negligent  manner  of  conducting 
the  duty ;  and  were  thus  encouraged  to  hazard  an  attack, 
the  success  of  which  gave  them  confidence  in  themselves, 
and  lowered  their  respect  and  dread  of  their  opponents,  to 
a  degree  which  they  had  never  known  before.  This  affair 
of  Stoney  Point  operated  in  a  similar  manner. 

I  now  return  to  Savannah,  where  the  troops  who  had  so 
bravely  defended  it  remained  in  quarters  during  the  win- 
ter months  of  1779  and  1780,  in  expectation  of  the  arrival 
of  a  force  from  New  York  sufficient  to  undertake  the  siege 
of  Charlestown  in  the  spring ;  which  arrived,  with  Sir  Hen- 
Tj  Clinton  at  its  head,  in  the  month  of  March.  The 
place  was  immediately  invested,  and  the  siege  pushed  with 
rigour*  The  defence  was  good,  and  the  loss  of  the  be- 
siegers confflderable.  The  commanding  eng^eer,  Gaptain 
Moncrieff,  was  indefatigable,  and  being  fearless  of  danger 
in  his  own  person,  he  was  the  less  careful  of  the  lives  of 
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cythers.  He  had  now  served  two  years  with  the  71st,  and 
<<  believing  that  he  could  not  gratify  a  Highlander  of  that 
Kgiment  more  than  by  selecting  him  for  honourable  and 
dangerous  8ervice>  he  generally  expressly  applied  for  a  party 
of  ^e  corps  for  all  exposed  duties-^  * 

After  the  surrender  of  Charlestowny  Lord  Comwallis  wa6 
appointed  to  command  the  southern  provinces.     The  71st 
composed  part  of  his  force,  and  advanced  with  him  into  the 
interior.     In  the  be^nning  of  June  the  army  reached 
Cambden,  a  central  place  fixed  upon  for  the  head-quarters. 
The  enemy  having  assembled  in  force  in  the  frontiers  of  the 
pnmnce  in  July,  the  British  outposts  were  called  in,  and 
the  whole  collected  and  encamped  in  tfie  neighbourhood  of 
Cambden,  the  number  of  firelocks  not  exceeding  2,500,  while 
the  enemy,  under  General  Gates,  exceeded  7,000  men  sta^- 
tioned  at  Bugley^s  Mill,  nearly  twelve  miles  distant      The 
British  general  moved  from  Cambden  at  IS  oVlock  on  the 
night  of  the  15th  of  August,  with  an  intention  of  surpris- 
ing and  attacking  the  enemy.     The  American  general 
moved  from  his  ground  at  the  same  hour,  and  with  a  simi- 
lar view  of  attacking  the  Britidi.      The  hostile  armies  met 
half  way,  before  S  o'*clock  in  the  morning.     The  moon  was 
full,  and  the  night  without  a  cloud,  when  the  advanced 
guards  exchanged  some  shots,  but  both  generals,  ignorant 
of  each  other's  force,  declined  a  general  action,  and  lay  on 
their  arms  till  morning.     The  ground  on  which  they  lay 
was  a  sandy  plain  with  straggling  trees,  but  a  part  of  the 
ground  on  the  left  of  the  British  was  soft  and  boggy. 
Each  army  formed  the  line  of  battle.    The  light  infantry  of 
the  Highlanders,  and  the  Welsh  Fusileers,  were  on  the 
right ;  the  8dd  regiment,  and  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland, 
occupied  the  centre ;  the  Provincials  were  on  the  left,  with 
the  marshy  ground  in  their  front.     While  the  army  was 
thus  forming.  Captain  Charles  Campbell,  who  commanded 
the  Highland  light  companies  on  the  right,  placed  himself 

*  Dr  Jackson. 
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on  the  stump  of  an  old  tree  to  roconnoitre^  and  observing 
the  enemy  moving  as  with  an  intention  of  turning  his  flank, 
he  leaped  down,  saying  to  himself,  <'  Fll  be  damned  if  you 
do  ;^  and  calling  to  his  men,  **  Remember  you  are  light  in- 
fantry ;  remember  you  are  Highlanders : — char^.^ — The 
attack  was  rapid  and  irresistible,  and  being  made  before  the 
enemy  had  completed  the  movement  by  which  they  were  to 
surround  the  right  of  the  British,  they  were  broken  and 
driven  from  the  field,  before  the  battle  commenced  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  line.     When  it  did  commence  it  was  well 
supported  on  both  sides,  the  centre  of  the  enemy  gaining 
ground.     There  was  a  pause  for   some  minutes,  neither 
side  firing  or  advancing,  when  Lord  Comwallis  ordered  the 
corps  in  the  centre  to  open  to  their  right  and  left,  till  a 
considerable  space  intervened ;  he  then  directed  the  High- 
landers, ^^  who  began  to  be  impatient  at  being  left  in  the 
rear,  while  their  friends  were  fighting  in  front,^'  to  move 
forward  and  occupy  the  vacant  space.     When  this  was 
done,  his  lordship  cried  out,  ^^  My  brave  Highlanders,  now 
is  your  time."*^  They  instantly  rushed  forward ;  '^  the  charge 
was  like  a  torrent ;  the  SSd  and  Volunteers  of  Ireland  ac- 
companied the  Highlanders,  the  enemy  was  penetrated  and 
completely  overthrown.^  *      But  the  British  charge  did  not 
strike  on  the  whole  of  the  American  line.      The  thickness 
of  the  smoke  prevented  distinct  vision,  and  such  parts 
of  the  enemy^s  line,  particularly  the  right,  as  had  not 
been   acted  on  by  the    charge,  continuing    to  advance, 
gained  the  ground  on  which  the  Highlanders  had  been  ori- 
^nally  placed  as  a  reserve.     Here  they  gave  three  cheers 
for  victory ;  but  the  smoke  clearing  up,  they  quickly  saw 
their  mistake ;  and  a  party  of  the  Highlanders  turning  up- 
on them,  the  greater  part  threw  down  their  arms,  while  the 
remainder  fled  in  all  directions.    The  victory  was  complete, 
and  decided  by  the  bayonet,  a  very  decisive  instrument  in  a 
firm  hpnd.     The  loss  of  the  British  was  1  captain,  1  sub- 
altern, i  Serjeants,  and  64  soldiers  killed ;  S  field  officers, 

'^  Letter  fhun  Dt  Cbisholm  of  Bristol,  ui  eye-witness* 
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S  captains,  12  subalterns,  18  Serjeants,  and  213  soldiers, 
wounded.  The  Highlanders  lost  Lieutenant  Archibald 
Campbell,  and  8  soldiers,  killed ;  and  Captain  Hugh  Camp- 
bell, Lieutenant  John  Grant,  8  Serjeants,  and  30  privates, 
wounded.  * 

The  battle  of  the  16th  of  August  was  decinue  as  a  vic- 
tory, so  far  as  related  to  the  field  of  action ;  but  General 
Sumpter,  with  a  strong  corps,  occupied  positions  on  the 
Catawba  River,  which  comtmanded  the  road  to  Charlestown, 
and  from  which  it  wa9  necessary  to  dislodge  him.  For 
this  purpose,  Colonel  Tarleton  was  appointed  to  command 
the  cavidry  and  a  corps  of  light  infantry,  under  Captain 
Chasles  Campbell  of  the  Tlst  regiment.  The  heat  was  ex- 
cessive ;  many  of  the  horses  had  failed  on  the  march,  and 
not  more  than  forty  of  the  infantry  were  together  in  front, 
when,/)n  the  morning  of  the  18th,  they  came  in  aght  of 
Fishing  Creek,  and  saw  a  smoke  at  a  short  distance  on  their 
right.  The  serjeant  of  the  advanced  guard  halted  his 
party,  and  went  forward  with  caution  to  ascertain  the  cause 
of  the  smoke.  In  a  few  minutes  he  saw  an  encampment, 
with  arms  piled,  and  with  few  centinels,  and  no  picquets. 
No,  persons  were  stirring  except  a  few  anployed  in  cooking ; 
the  rest  lay  in  groups  apparently  asleep,  as  if  harassed  by  a  ^ 
long  march.  The  serjeant  reported  what  he  had  seen  to  Cap- 
t^n  Campbell,  who  commanded  in  front,  and  as  not  a  'mo- 
ment was  to  be  lostj'as  a  discovery  of  their  situation  might  have 
led  to  serious  consequences.  Captain  Campbell,  with  his  usual 
promptitude,  formed  as  many  of  the  cavalry  as  had  comeup, 
and  with  the  forty  of  the  Highland  light  infantry,  rushed 
forward,  and  directing  their  route  to  the  piled  arms,  quick* 

*  In  a  letter  from  a  'respectable  and  intelligent  eye-vritness,  the 
writer  states,  that  there  were  many  acts  of  individual  prowess^  the 
troops  having  several  times  closed  on  the  enemy.  "  One  will  suffice.  1 
A  tough  stump  of  a  Sutherland  Highlander,  of  the  name  of  Mackay^  af- 
terwards my  own  bat-man,  entered  the  battle  with  his  bayonet  perfect- 
ly straight,  but  brought  it  out  twisted  like  a  corkscrew,  and  with  hiii 
own  hand  had  put  to  death  seven  of  the  enemy." 
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ly  secured  them  and  surprised  the  camp.  The  success  was 
complete ;  a  few  men  were  killed ;  nearly  500  prisoners  sur- 
rendered^ and  the  rest  dispersed  in  all  directions.  General 
Sumpter  fled  without  his  coat.  Thus  the  object  of  the  ex- 
pedition was  in  a  few  minutes  accomplished,  (and  before 
Colonel  Tarleton  came  up,)  and,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
death  of  Captain  Campbell,  with  a  trifling  loss.  He  was 
killed  by  a  random  shot,  ^^  and  counterbalanced  the  joy  of 
so  easy  a  victory ;  his  death  rendered  his  own  men  in  a 
manner  frantic,  for  he  had  secured  the  affections  of  those 
he  commanded  in  a  most  singular  degree.^* 

These  partial  successes  were  soon  followed  by  a  reverse. 
The  Americans  rallied,  and  threatened  the  frontiers  of  South 
Carolina,  cut  off  Major  Ferguson  at  King%  Mountain,  f 
and  fought  Colonel  Tarleton  at  Blackstocks,  and  also  at 
Cowpens. 

In  December  1780,  the  American  general  Morgan  made 

*  Captain  Campbell  was  son  of  Mr  Canipbeli  of  Arddiattao.  ''  He 
was  a  young  man  of  promptitude  and  decision,  and  gave  promise  that 
he  would  be  an  honour  to  his  profession  and  to  his  country." 

f  Major  Ferguson  was  brother  of  Pitfour.  He  was  appointed 
major  to  Eraser's  Highlanders,  but  commanded  a  corps  of  Rifle- 
men wbidi  bore  his  name.  '*  He  possessed  original  genius,  was 
ardent  and  enthusiastic,  and  considered  as  visionary  by  the  disci- 
pier  of  the  mechanical  school  of  war.  By  zeal,  animation,  and  a  li- 
beral spirit,  he  gained  the  confidence  of  the  mass  of  the  people,  and 
laid  foundations  on  which  the  loyally  disposed,  who  were  numerous  in 
the  southern  proyinoes,  would  have  been  organized  and  disciplined, 
and  greatly  outnumbered  the  disaffbcted.  No  man  in  that  army  was 
better  calculated  fbr  such  a  task ;  his  ardour  was  not  to  be  checked  by 
common  difficulties.  Directing  the  conduct  of  men  unaccustomed  to 
strict  discipline;  instead  of  commanding  obedience,  silence,  and  dose 
attention  to  the  routine  of  duty,  he,  wiUi  air  address  which  none  but  a 
man  who  studies  apd  applies  the  principle  which  r^;ulates  the  actions 
of  the  human  mind  could  be  supposed  to  possess,  led  them  step  by 
step  to  accomplish  the  duties  of  experienced  soldiers.  At  King's  Moun- 
tain he  was  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  fought  and  fell  like  a  Spar- 
lian."  • 

*  Dr  Jackfon. 
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8D  ineofld  into  South  Cardina  with  about  1 ,100  men.  Cokmel 
Tarleton  was  detached  to  oppose  him  with  the  7th  or  Fu- 
sileers,  the  first  battalion  of  Fraser^s  Highlanders,  (both 
weak  in  numbers,)  a  detachment  of  the  British  Legion,  and 
800  cavabry**    On  the  momij^  of  the  17th  January  1781, 
intelligence  was  received  that  General  Morgan  was.in  fh>nt, 
with  his  force  drawn  up  on  a  riang  ground,  thinly  cover- 
ed with  pine  trees ;  the  fix>nt  line  being  on  the  crown  of 
the  rising  ground,  and  the  second  400  paces  in  vear  of  the 
first  line.     The  British  were  hastily  formed :  the  Fusileets, 
the  infantry  of  the  Legion,  and  the  light  infantry,  were 
in  front ;  the  Highlanders  and  cavalry  formed  the  reserve* 
The  line  was  ordered  to  advance  rapidly,  as  soon  as  it  was 
formed.     Exhausted  by  running,  it  received  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  at  the  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  paces.     The  efiect 
of  the  fire  was  considerable :  it  produced  something  like  a 
recoil,  but  not  to  any  extent.     The  fire  was  returned,  but 
not  with  vivacity  or  impression ;  and  it  continued  tep  or 
twelve  minutes  in  a  state  of  balance,  both  parties  keeping 
their  ground.     The  light  infantry  made  two  attempts  to 
charge,  but  were  repulsed  with  loss.     The  action  making 
no  progress,-  the  Highlanders  were  ordered  up ;  and,  rar- 
pidly  advancing  in  charge,  the  enemy^s  front  line  moved 
off  predpitately ;   and  the  second,  which  had  as  yet  taken 
no  share  in  the  action,  observing  confusion  and  retrograd- 
ing in  their  front,  suddenly  faced  to  the  right,  and  inclined 
backwards ;  a  manoeuvre  by  whick  a  space  was  left  for  the 
front  line  to  retreat,  without  interfering  with  the  ranks  of 
those  who  were  now  to  oppose  the  advance  of  the  Highland- 
ers,^^ who  ran  in,  with  characteristic  eagerness,  desirous  to 
take  advantage  of  the  confusion  which  appeared  among  the 
eoeaijJ*    But  the  confusion  *was  only  in  the  front  line ;  for 
Colonel  Howard,  commanding  the  reserve,  threw  in  a  fire 
upon  the  7l8t  when  within  forty  yards  of  the  hostile  force. 
The  fire  was  destructive :  nearly  onchalf  of  their  number 
fell ;  and  those  who  remained  were  so  scattered,  having  run 
over  a  space  of  five  hundred  yards  at  f u^  speed,  that  they 
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oould  not  be  united  to  fonn  a  charge  with  the  bayonet, 
^(  the  mode  of  attack  in  which  their  superiority  lay.^  They 
were  checked ;  but  they  did  not  fall  back  immediately,  pro- 
bably expecting  that  the  first  line  and  cavalry  would  pudi 
forward  to  their  support.  This  did  not  happen ;  and,  after 
SK>me  irregular  firing  between  diem  and  Colonel  Howard's 
reserve,  the  front  line  of  the  latter  rallied,  returned  to  the 
field,  and  pushed  forward  to  the  right  flank  of  the  High- 
landers, who  now  saw  no  prospect  of  support,  while  their  own 
numbers  were  din^inishing,  and  the  enemy  increasing.  They 
began  to  retire,  and  at  length  to  run,  the  first  iiistance  of  a 
Highland  r^ment  running  ^om  an  enemy  ! ! !  This  re- 
treat struck  a  panic  into  those  whom  they  left  in  the  rear, 
and  who  fled  in  the  greatest  confusion :  order  and  command 
were  lost ;  the  rout  was  general ;  few  of  the  infantry  escap- 
^ ;  and  of  the  cluralry,  who  put  their  horses  to  full  speed, 
not  a  man  was  taken. 

The  fate  of  the  action  was  decided  by  the  destructive  fire 
of  the  Americans'*  second  line.  The  Highlanders,  whei) 
they  were  checked  and  repulsed,  being  five  hundred  paces 
in  advance  beyond  the  others,  stood  at  some  distance  in 
the  rear,  after  they  retreated,  and  had  formed  into  some 
compact  order.  If  they  had  been  supported,  they  might  have 
made  a  soldier-like  retreat,  or  taken  a  position  till  relieved  by 
liord  Comwallis^s  army.  ^  The  action  of  the  Cowpens  was 
jBcrious,  if  not  disastrous,  in  its  consequences  to  the  army, 

■ 

f  The  panic  seemed  gsnerfd.  A  party  of  the  cavalry  retreated  with 
fnich  expedition^  that  they  lost  their  way,  and  ^ncouptered  t^  party  of 
the  enemy's  cavabry  of  nearly  the  same  strength.  Each  party  marched 
up  at  fiill  trot^  threatening  niutual  destruction.  They  drew  up  at  the 
diBtance  x>£  ten  paoes,  and-  dared  each  other  to  advance.  Both  were 
t^mid,  and  not  a  man  moved.  Cproet  Paterson^  of  the  i7th  Light  Dra* 
gponp^  (a  troop  of  which  was  attached  to  Tarleton*8  Lfiffon,)  coming 
up  at  that  instant,  and  indignant  at  seeing  such  backwardness  in  Bri- 
tish ^roopa,  penetrated  the  ranks^  dashed  at  Colonel  Washington^  who 
commanded^  and,  in  the  act  of  making  a  stroke  at  him^  was  cut  down 
by  the  Colonel's  orderly  seijeant.  The  enemy  immediately  retired  ; 
the  British  followed  a  few  paces,  hut  did  no  executioi^. 
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inasmuch  as  it  inspired  confidence  into  the  enemy,  and 
brought  defeat  and  disgrace  on  our  troops,  who,  in  every 
other  instance,  had  been  victorious.  The  name  of  the  of- 
ficer  who  commanded  had  been  connected  with  frequent 
victories,  and  his  corps  was  particularly  dreaded  by  the 
Americans.  The  affair  of  Cowpens  converted  this  feeling 
into  one  of  a  very  different  description.  To  the  Highland- 
ers it  was  particularly  unfortunate,  as  being  the  first  in- 
stance of  defeat  But,  as  they  were  the  most  advanced  in 
the  attack,  and  the  last  in  the  retreat,  and  as  thdr  conduct 
before  and  afterwards  was  unexceptionable,  it  may  be  pte^ 
sumed,  that,. if  they  had  been  properly  led  on  and  support- 
ed, they  would  have  shown  themselves  at  Cowpens  the  same 
as  in  all  other  actions.  The  troops  who  fought  at  Stono 
Ferry  ought  to  have  died  in  the  field  at  Cowpens*  In  this 
affair,  as  in  almost  all  defeats,  the  loss  was  considerable,  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  :  it  exceeded  400  med^ 

The  dispositions  made  by  the  enemy  on  this  occasion 
seem  to  have  been  judicious ;  and  the  conduct  of  Colonels 
Howard  and  Washington,  in  wheeling  and  manoeuvring 
their  coups,  and  in  throwing  in  such  destructive  volleys  on 
the  Highlanders,  would  have  been  creditable  t^the  most 
experienced  veterans.  The  former  success^  which  had  uni- 
formly attended  the  numerous  enterprises  of  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  British,  had  given  him  a  degree  of  confi- 
dence on  the  occasion  in  question  which  in  a  greAt  measure 
led  to  the  disaster  which  followed.  The  troops  Were  hur- 
ried into  action,  without  any  previous  examination  of  the 
ground,  or  of  the  disposition  of  the  enemy ;  and  so  strong 
was  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  officers  of  the  Hi^- 
land  regiment  that  the  fault  did  not  lie  with  thdr  men,  that 
they  made  a  representation  to  Lord  Comwallis,  not  to  be 
employed  aga^  under  the  same  officer.  His  Lordship  com- 
plied with  their  request 

After  this  affairy  increased  exertions  were  made  to  follow 
the  mun  body  of  the  American  army,  under  Grcneral  Green^ 
who  retreatcxl  northward-    All  superfluous  baggage  waa 
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destroyed ;  officers  only  reserving  a  few  necessaries.  'The 
two  battalions  of  the  71st,  now  much  reduced,  were  conso- 
lidated Into  one,  and  formed  in  brigade  with  the  Welsh  Fu- 
sileers  and  Sdd  re^ment.  The  country  was  so  open,  that 
there  was  no  chance  of  forcing  an  action  with  the  ene- 
my ;  but  much  skirmishing  took  place  on  the  march 
to  Guildford  Court  House,  where,  on  the  I6th  March, 
General  .Green,  believing  himself  sufficiently  strong  to 
oppose  his  assailants,  drew  up  his  army  in  order  of  bat- 
tle* This  was  done  in  three  lines :  the  first  occupied 
the  edge  of  a  wood,  with  a  fenc^  in  front  of  Hogstie  Farm ; 
the  second  at  some  distance  in  the  rear,  in  a  wood  of  stunt- 
ed oaks ;  the  third  was  posted  in  the  more  open  parts  of  the 
woods,  and  some  cleared  ground. 

The  British  litie  was  formed  of  the  German  regiment  of 
De  Bos,  the  EQghlanders,  and  guards,  under  the  Honour- 
able General  Leslie,  on  the  right ;  and  the  Welsh  Fusileers, 
S8d  regiment,  and  second  battalion  of  guards,  under  Briga- 
dier-General Charles  O^Hara,  on  the  left;  the  cavaliy  were 
tn  the  rear,  8uppoi:|;ed  by  the  light  infantry  of  the  guards 
and  the  fierman  Yagers.  The  attack  commenced  at  one 
oVlock.  JThe  Americans,  covered  by  the  fence  in  their 
front,  maintained  their  position  with  confidence,  and  re^ 
served  their  fire  till  the  British  were  within  thirty  or.  forty 
paces.  At  this  short  distance,  their  fire  was  destructive  to 
Colonel  Webst^^s  brigade,  nearly  one-third  being  killed  or 
wt>unded.  The  brigade  returned  the  fire,  and  rushed  for- 
ward  on  the  enemy,  who  abandoned  their  fence,  and  re- 
treated on  the  second  line.  The  ground  was  level,  but  the 
wood  was  so  thick  and  difficult,  that,  though  the  fire  rolled 
in  torrents,  few  were  killed  on  either  Ade.  It  was  difierent 
on  the  more  open  ground,  wher&  the  regiment  of  De  Bos 
and  the  S8d  reg^ent  met  with  more  determined  resistance, 
having  retreated  and  advanced  repeatedly  before  they  sue* 
oeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  the  field.  In  the  mean 
time,  a  party  of  the  guards  pressed  on  with  eagerness,  with- 
out observing  a  body  of  cavalry  placed  on  the  right  flank 
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as  a  resenre,  who  charged  them  in  flank,  broke  their  line, 
and  killed  several  men.  The  enemy,  who  had  retreated, 
se^g  the  effect  of  this  charge,  halted,  turned  their  face  to 
the  field,  and  recommenced  firing.  In  this  state,  and  while 
the  Hessdans  were  hotly  engaged,  the  Highlanders,  who  had 
rapidly  pushed  round  the  fltok,  appeared  op  a  rising  ground 
in  rear  of  the  left  of  the  enemy,  and,  rushing  forward  with 
shouts,  made  such  an  impression  on  the  Americans,  that 
they  immediately  fled,  abandoning  their  guns  and  ammuni- 
tion,  without  attempting  farther  resistance. 

Thus  ended  the  battle  of  Guildford,  in  which,  from  the 
intricacy  and  difficulty  of  the  ground,  and  the  closeness  of 
the  woods,  which  rendered  the  bayonets  useless,  the  enemy 
appearing  on  one  spot,  and  retre&ting  from  another,  the  dif- 
ferent corps  fought  separately,  each  depending  on  its  own 
firmness ;  and,  as  the  contest  was  carried  on  against  an  ene- 
my greatly  more  numerous,  the  issue  was  for  some  time 
doubtful.  But,  although  Lord  Comwallis  gained  the  bat* 
tie,  Greneral  Green  reaped  the  fruits.  The  British  placed 
those  who  were  badly  wounded  in  a  house  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  left  them  and'the  country  to  the  mercy  of  the 
enemy.  The  total  loss  of  the  British  was  5  officers,  18  Ser- 
jeants, and  75  soldiers,  killed,  and  SS  officers,  15  sergeants, 
5  drummers,  and  869  rank  and  file,  wounded.  The  High- 
landers lost  Ensign  Grant,  and  11  soldiers,  killed ;  4  Ser- 
jeants, and  46  soldiers,  wounded. 

The  British  retired  southward  in  the  direction  of  Cross 
Creek,  the  Americans  following  dose  in  the  rear ;  but  no* 
thing  of  consequence  occurred.  .  Cross  Creek,  a  settlement 
of  emigrant  Highlanders,  had  been  remarkable  for  its  loyal- 
ty from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  they  now  offer- 
ed to  bring  1,500  men  into  the  field,  to  be  commanded  by 
officers  from  the  line,  to  find  clothing  and  subsistence  for 
diemselves,  and  to  perform  all  duties  whether  in  front, 
flanks,  or  rear ;  and  they  required  nothing  but  arms  and 
ammunition.  Thb  Tery  reasonable  offer  was  not  re- 
ceived, but  a  proposition  was  made  to  form  them  into  what 
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was  called  a  provincial  corps  of  the  line.  This  was  declined 
by  the  emigrant  Highlanders,  and  after  a  negotiation- of 
twelve  days,  they  retired  to  their  settlements,  and  the  army 
marched  for  Wilmington,  where  they  expected  to  find  sup- 
plies, of  which  they  now  stood  in  great  need.  • 

*  There  was  among  these  settlers  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Mac- 
neil^  who  had  beelT  an  officer  in  the  Seven  Years*  War.    He  joined  the 
array  with  several  followers^  but  soon  took  his  leave^  haying  been  ra- 
ther sharply  reprinfanded  for  his  treatment  of  a  repiiblican  £imily.  He 
was  a  man  of  tall  statare,  and  commanding  aspect^  and  moved,  when  he 
walked  among  his  followers,  with  all  the  dignity  of  a  chieftain  of  old. 
Retaining  his  loyalty,  although  offended  with  the  reprimand,  he  ofier* 
ed  to  surprise  the  republican  garrison,  the  governor,  and  councH,  assem- 
bled at  Willisborough.    He  had  three  hundred  fi>Ilowers,  one-half  of 
them  old  country  Highlanders,  the  other  half  bom  in  America,  and  the 
offipring  of  Highlanders.    The  enterprise  was  conducted  with  address, 
and  the  governor,  council,  and  garrison,,  were  secured  without  blood- 
shed, and  immediately  marched  off  for  Wilmington,  Macneil  and  his 
party  traveUing  by  night,  and  concealing  themselves  in  swaipps  and 
woods  by  day.    However,  the  country  was  alarmed,  and  a  hostile  force 
collected.    He  proceeded  in  zig-zag  directions,  for  he  had  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  country,  but  without  any  provisions  except  what 
chance  threw  in  his  way.    When  he  had  advanced  two^thirds  of  the 
route,  he  found  the  enemy  occupying  a  pass  which  he  must  open  by  the 
sword,  or  perish  in  the  swamps  for  want  of  food.    At  this  time  he  had 
more  prisoners  to  guard  than  followers.     '^'He  did  not  secure  his 
prisoners  by  putting  them  to  death ;"  but,  leaving  them  under  a  guard 
of  half  of  his  force  on  whom  he  could  least  depend,  he  charged  with 
the  others  sword  in  hand  through  the  pass,  and  cleared  it  of  the  ene- 
my, but  was  unfortunately  killed  from  too  great  ardour  in  the  pursuit. 
The  enemy  being  dispersed,  the  party  continued  their  march  disconso- 
late for  the  loss  of  their  leader ;  but  their  opponents  again  assembled 
in  force,  and  the  party  were  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  swamps,  still 
retaining  their  prisoners.    The  British  commander  at  Wilmington, 
hearing  of  Macneil's  enterprise,  marched  out  to  his  support,  and  kept 
firing  cannon,  in  expectation  the  report  would  reach  them  in  the 
swamps.    The  party  heard  the  reports,  and  knowing  that  the  Ameri- 
cans had  no  artfllery,  they  ventured  out  of  the  swamps  towards  the 
quarter  whence  they    heard    the  guns,   and  meeting  with  Miyor 
(afterwards  Sir  James)  Craig,  sent  out  to  support  them,  they  delivered 
over  their  prisoners  hidf  fomished  with  hunger,  and  lodged  them  safe- 
ly in  Wilmington.    Such  partisans  as  these  are  invaluable  in  active 
warisre* 
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After  a  short  delay  at  Wilmington,  Lord  Conmallis  re- 
solved to  penetrate  to  Petersborough,  in  Vir^nia,  and  to 
form  a  junction  with  Major-General  Phillips,  who  had  re- 
cently arrived  there  from  New  York  with  8,000  men.    And 
now  the  British  had  to  trayerse  **  several  hundred  miles  of 
a  country  cfiiefiy  hostile,  frequently  deserted,  and  which  did 
not  afford  one  active  or  zealoin  friend ;  where  no  intelli- 
gence could  be  obtiuned,  and  ikbere  no  communication  could 
be  established.'"    Ci  the  26th  of  May  they  reached  Peters- 
borough,  where  the  united  forces  amounted  to  6,000  men, 
and  proceeded  thence  to  Portsmouth,  on.  the  mardh  to 
which,  and  when  preparing  to  cross  the  river  at  St  James' 
Island,  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  ignorant  of  their  full 
'  number,  made  a  gallant  attack  with  2,000  men  on  Colonel 
Thonyus  Dundas^s  brigade.     Fayette  was  repulsed,  but  not 
without  a  smart  resistance^  the  approach  of  night  favouring 
his  retreat. 

Alter  this  skirmish  Lord  Comwallis  marched  to  Ports- 
mouth, and  thence  to  Yorktown,  where  a  position  was  taken 
^n  the  York  river  on  the  22d  of  August.      This  encamp- 
ment was  formed  on  an. elevated  platform,  nearly  level,  on 
the  bank  of  the  river,  and  of  a  sandy  soil.     A  ravine  of 
about  forty  feet  in  depth,  and  more  than  one  hundred  yards 
in  breadth,  extended  from  the  river  on  the  right  of  the  posi- 
tion; aline  of  entrenchments,  with  a  horn-work,  formed  the 
centre ;  and  an  extencdve  redoubt  beycmd  the  ravine  on  the 
right,  and  two  smaller  redoubts  on  the  left,  also  advanced 
beyond  the  entrenchments,  constituted  the  principal  defences 
of  die  camp.     These  defences  had  not  been  completed  when 
the  enemy  took  up  a  position  at  the  distance  of  two  miles 
from  the  British  camp.     Previous  to  this  period,*  they  had 
received  great  reinforcements  both  by  sea  and  land.    .  The 
Count  de  Grasse  had  arrived  with  a  strong  fleet,  having 
troops  on  board,  and  General  Washington  and  the  Count 
de  Rochambeau  had  united  tbeir  forces,  amounting  in  all 
to  7,000  French,  and  12,000  Americans.     The  troops  in 
Yorktown  were  5,950  men. 
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The  enemy  lost  no  time  in  commencing  operations.     Bat* 
teries  were  erected,  and  approaches  made  in  the  usual  man- 
ner.    During  the  first  four  days  the  fire  was  directed 
against  the  redoubt  on  the  right,  which  was  reduced  to  a 
heap  of  sand,  but  no  storm  was  attempted,  the  enemy  di-- 
recting  their  whole  force  to  the  left^  as  the  redoubts  on  that 
side  were  considered  more  nasailable.    A  storm  was  attempt- 
ed, the  redoubts  carried,  arid'  (he  guns  turned  on  the  other 
*  parts  of  the  entrenchments.  *     The  situation  of  the  besieg- 
ed was  now  very  critical,  the  whole  encampment  was  open  to 
assault,  and  exposed  to  a  constant  and  enfilading  fire,  and 
numbers  were  killed  in  carrying  on  the  common  duties.     In 
this  dilemma  it  occurred  to  the  General  to  decamp  at  mid- 
night with  the  elite  of  his  army,  to  cross  the  river,  and  leave 
a  small  force  in  the  works  to  capitulate  for  the  sick  and 
wounded,  the  former  being  very  numerous.    The  meieusure 
was  bold,  and  might  have  succeeded,  had  it  not  been  de- 
feated by  the  accident  of  a  violent  squall  of  wind,  which 
rendered  the  passage  of  the  river  daiigerous,  if  not  imprac- 
ticable.     The  first  division  had  embarked,  and  some  boats 
had  gained  the  opposite  shore  at  Gloucester  Point,  when  the 
storm  commenced,  and  induced  the  General  to  countermand 
the  enterprise,  and  to  make  immediate  proposals  of  capitu- 
lation.   The  temvs  were  drawn  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the 
troops  marched  out  with  their  arms  and  baggage  on  the  8th 
October  1781,  and  were  afterwards  sent  to  different  parts  of 
the  country.' 

Thelossof  the  garrison  was  6  officers,  13  Serjeants,  4  drum- 
mers, and  133  rank  and  file,  killed ;  6  officers,  S4  Serjeants^ 

*  One  of  these  redoubts  had  been  manned  by  some  soldiers  of  the 
71  St  Although  the  defence  of  this  redoubt  was  as  good  and  well  con- 
tested as  that  of  the  others^  the  regiment  thought  its  honour  so  much 
implicated^  that  a  petition  was  drawn  up  by  the  men,  and  carried  by 
the  commanding  officer  to  Lord  Comwidlis,  to  be  permitted  to  retake 
it.  There  was  no  doubt  of  the  sucy^sg  of  the  undertaking  by  men  ac- 
tuated by  such  a  spirit,  but  as  the  retaking  was  not  considered  of  im« 
portance  in  the  present  state  of  the  siege,  the  proposition  was  not  ac- 
ceded to. 
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11  drmnmers,  and  5284  soldiers,  wounded :  the  71«t  lost 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Eraser  and  9  soldiers  killed ;  3  drum- 
mers and  19  soldiers  wounded. 

And  thus  ended  the  military  service  of  this  arm  j,  which 
had  marched  imd   countermarched  nearly  two  thousand 
miles  in  less  than  twelve  months,  in  which  they  hacl  had  no 
regular  supply  of  provisions,  or  of  necessaries,  had  forded 
many  large  and  rapid  rivers,  some  of  them  in  face  of  an 
enetny,  hadfou^t  numerous  skirmishes  and  two  pitched  hat- 
ties,  and  in  every  s|^irmish  and  every  battle,  one  affair  only 
excepted,  had  been  victorious  ;  and  yet  such  was  the  unfor- 
tunate issue  of  all  their  exertions,  that  no  success,  however 
gallantly  achieved,  led  to  the  usual  consequoices  of  victory. 
On  all  occasions  where  Lord  Comwallis  met  General  Green, 
the  former  gained  the  day,  but  afterwards  retired  and 
left  the  country  open,  surrendering  the  advantages  usually 
resulting  from  a  victory  to  the  latter,  whom  he  had  beaten. 

Eraser's  Highlanders  being  now  prisoners,  and  not '  ex- 
changed till  the  conclusion  of  hostilities,  they  did  not  per- 
form  any   other    service.      In   what    manner  they    dis- 
charged  tlie  duties  on  which  they   were  called  will  be 
partly  seen  by  the  forgoing  narrative.     The  numerous  mi- 
litary detailSf  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  compression, 
prevented  me  from  particularly  noticing  the  moral  conduct  of 
these  men.     I  may  now,  however,  state  shortly,,  that  it  was 
in  every  way  equal  to  their  military  diaracter.     Disgrace^ 
ful  punishments  were  unknown.     When  men  are  religious^ 
brave,  mora],  and  humane,  disgraceful  punishments  must  be 
unnecessary.   Such  being  theacknowledged  character  of  these 
men,  their  honourable  principles  and  loyalty  were  put  to  the 
test  and  proyed.   When  prisoners,  and  when  solicited  by  the 
Americans  to  join  their  standard  and  settle  among  them,  not 
one  individual  broke  the  oath  he  had  taken,  or  forgot  his  al- 
legiance or  fidelity,  a  virtue  not  generally  observed  on  that 
occanon,  for  many  soldiers  joined  the  Americans,  and  some- 
times, indeed,  entered  their  service  in  a  body. 

On  the  conclusion  of  hostilities  the  men  were  released, 
ordered  for  Scotland,  and  discharged  at  Perth  in  1788. 
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SEVENTY-THIEl)    REGIMENT,   OR    LORD   MACLBOD^S   HIGH- 
LANDERS ; 

NOW   SEVENTY-FIRST    REGIMENT,  OR  GLASGOW   LIGHT 

INFANTRY* 

irrr. 

It  has  often  been  remarked,  that  Highland  soldiers  do 
not  show  the  same  character,  nor  the  same  spirit,  and  even 
have  a  reluctance  to  serve  under  officers  not  of  their  own 
country.  The  correctness  of  this  opinion  has  not,  however, 
been  established  by  facts,  either  in  recent  or  more  distant 
times.  Some  instances  have  indeed  occurred  where  High- 
land re^ments,  and  these  too  of  the  best  and  bravest,  were 
nearly  ruined,  and  their  good  name  tarnished,  by  having 
the  misfortune  to  be  commanded  by  incompetent  meif ,  ig- 
norant of  their  true  character.  Although  the  Highlander 
certainly  prefers  a  commander  of  his  own  country,  and  espe- 
cially of  his  own  blood  and  kindred ;  yet  men  of  gallant 
and  generous  spirits,  of  whatever  nation,  have  always  secur- 
ed his  attachment  and  fidelity. '  Of  this  we  have  instances  in 
the  case  of  Gustavus  Adolphus  and  others.  This  greart  King 
and  consummate  general  had  attached  to  himself,  as  a  body-* 
guard,  a  strong  corps  of  Highlanders,  consisting  of  Ma&- 
kays,  Munros,  Macdonalds,  and. other  clans,  who  were 
devoted  to  him  as  to  a  superior  being.  ^^  They  were  his 
right  hand  in  battle,  brought  forward  on  all  dangerous 
enterprises,  and  may,  like  him^lf,  be  said  to  have  been  al- 
most all  of  them  buried  in  the  field  of  battle  with  the  ho* 
nours  of  war." 

The  hen>ic  and  generous  Montrose,  although  the  head 
of  a  border  family,  not  always  on  friendly  terms  with  the 
Highlanders,  so  completely  commanded  their  confidence. 
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that,  led  by  him,  they  believed  themaelyes  invinciblei  The 
Lord  Viscount  Dundee,  also  a  Lowlander,  attached  the 
Highlanders  to  his  person  by  his  chivalry  and  courage ; 
and  while  in  the  south  he  was  detested  for  the  perseyerance 
with  which  he  had  endeavoured  to  keep  down  the  conventi- 
cles, and  puritanical  principles  of  the  Covenanters,  by 
whom  he  was  known  only  as  ^^  the  Bloody  Clavers \'  in 
the  Highlands,  where  th^e  was  no  religious  or  political  per- 
secution, the  people  only  saw  in  him  a  brave,  conciliating, 
and  able  commander;  regarding  him  as  a  gallant  and  high- 
q>irited  knight,  signalised  by  his  persevering  and  disinterest- 
ed loyaky.  Inquired  by  thdu*  confidence  in  him,  they  char« 
ged  sword  in  hand  atKilUkrankie,  and  routed  a  veteran  and 
disdplmed  army  of  four  times  thdr  number,  although  those 
engaged  under  him  had  never  drawn  a  sword  against  an  ene- 
my, unless  in  their  own  private  feuds,  which  had  not  even 
then  entirely  ceased.-— If  we  descend  to  later  times,  there 
are  instances  '*  where  Highland  corps  have  foimed  at- 
tachments to  officers,  not.  natives  of  their  country,  and  not 
less  ardent  than  to  the  chielb  of  old ;  in  as  much  as  military 
heroism,  wherever  it  presents  itself,  gives  the  Highlander 
the  impression  of  what  he  has  heard  of  his  forefathers,  and 
he  cherishes  and  cleaves  to  it  the  more  in  a  foreign  land,  as 
giving  lum  the  idea.of  his  home  and  of  his  kindred/'  Henoe 
we  find,  as  I  have  noticed  in  speaking  of  Eraser's  High- 
landers, that  the  energy,  ardour,  and  frankness  of  Sir 
James  Burd,  gave  him  as  absolute  a  command  over  the.  fi- 
delity of  his  Highlanders,  (although  he  was  himself  a  native 
of  Alid^Lothian,)  as  was  ever  enjoyed  by  any  chieftain  or 
laird  of  more  ancient  times ;  so  that,  though  '*  dashing  at 
all  things  at  the  head  of  his  company,  he  invariably  achiev- 
ed every  enterprise  in  which  he  enpiged." 

In  Madeod^s  Highlanders  we  have  also  an  instance  of 
dianterested  attachment,  and  on  an  occasion,  too,  more  try- 
ing than  the  severest  battle.  This  was  when  both  officers 
and  soldiers  were  prisoners  chained  together,  during  three 
years,  in  dungeons,  ancT  fed  on  slow  poison,  for  such  was  the 
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damaged  provisions  with  which  they  were  sparingly  supplied. 
This  happened  when  Captain  David  Baird,  and  Lieu* 
tenants  Mdville,  Cuthbert,  and  the  Honourable  John 
Lindsay,  with  a  detachment  of  the  7Sd  Higfalandersi  were 
confined  by  Hyder  All,  after  the  disaster  of  Colonel 
Bullie,  in  September  1780.  During  their  confinement 
tbey  were  treated  with  great  cruelty^  while  every  induoo* 
ment  was,  at  the  same  time,  held  out  to  the  soldiers  to  de- 
sert and  join  Hyder^s  standard.  These  brave  men,  how- 
ever, equally  true  to  their  religion  and  their  allegiance, 
were  so  Warmly  attached  to  their  officers,  that  they  picked 
out  the  soundest  and  most  wholesome  parts  of  their  provi* 
sions,  and  got  them  secretly  put  into  the  officers'*  mess. 
Whether  it  was  from  this  drcumstance,  or  from  mere 
strength  of  constitution,  the  officers  out-lived  the  confine- 
ment, although  subjected  in  every  other  respect  to  the  same 
privations  as  the  men,  of  whom,  out  of  111,  only  80  surviv- 
ed, and  /ew  were  ever  afterwards  fit  for  service.  The 
steadiness  of  principle,  and  incorruptible  fidelity,  of  these 
soldiers  on  this  occasion^  are  recorded  by  Mrs  Grant  ^^  A 
Highland  regiment,  commanded  by  Lord  Madeod,  was, 
during  the  war  with  Hyder  Ali,  engaged  in  an  unfortunate 
rencounter,  where  more  than  100  men  fell  into  the  hands  of 
that  remorseless  tyrant.  They  were  treated  with  the  most 
cruel  indignity,  and  fed  upon  very  sparing  proportions  of 
unwholesome  rice,  which  operated  as  slow  poison,  assisted 
by  the  burning  heat  of  the  sun  by  day,  and  the  unwhole> 
some  dews  of  night,  to  which  they  were  purposely  exposed 
to  shake  their  constancy.  Daily  some  of  their  companions 
dropped  before  their  eyes,  and  daily  they  were  ofierecf^  li- 
berty and  riches  in  exchange  for  this  lingering  torture,  on 
condition  of  relinquishing  their  religion  and  taking  the  tur- 
ban. Yet  not  one  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  purchase 
life  on  these  terms.  '  These  Highlanders  were  entirely  illi- 
terate ;  scarce  one  of  them  could  have  told  the  name  of  any 
particular  sect  of  ChristiiUis,  and  all  the  idea  they  had  of 
the  Mahomedan  religion  was,  that  'it  was  adverse  to  their 
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own,  and  to  what  they  had  been  taught  by  their  fathers ; 

and  that,  adopting  it,  they  would  renounce  Him  who  had 

died,  that  they  might  live,  and  who  loved  them,  and  could 

support  them^  in  all  thdr  sufferings.     The  great  outlines  ci 

ihxax  religion,  the  peculiar  tenets  which  distinguish  it  from 

any  other,  were  early  and  deeply  impressed  on  their  minds, 

and  proved  sufficient  in  the  hour  of  trial, 

*'  Rifle,  Muses,  rise,  add  all  your  tuneful  breath  ; 
'*  These  must  not  sle^  in  darkness  and  in  death* 

''  It  was  not  theirs  to  meet  death  in  the  field  of  honour, 
while  the  mind,  wrought  up  with  fervid  eagerness,  went 
forth  in  search  of  him.  They  saw  his  slow  approach,  and 
though  sunk  into  languid  debility,  such  as  quenches  the 
fire  of  mere  temperament,  they  never  once  hesitated  at  the 
alternative  set  before  them.  Their  fortitude  should  at 
least  be  applauded,  though  their  faith,  and  the  hopes  that 
supported  them,  were  not  taken  into  the  account  This 
well  known,  though  neglected,  instance  of  what  may  be  ex- 
pected from  being  accustomed  from  the  cradle  to  self-com« 
mand,  and  self-danial,  affords  an  additional  proof  of  the  im- 
portance of  preserving,  unmixed  and  undebased,  a  race  so 
fit  to  encounter  those  perils  and  labours,  worse  than  death, 
which  the  defence  of  our  wide  extended  empire  requires-^ 

It  is  well  known  that  the  last  Earl  of  Cromarty  engaged 
in  die  Rebellion  of  1745,  for  which  he  was  tried,  and  con* 
demned  to  be  beheaded  on  Tower  Hill,  while  his  title  was 
Attainted,  and  his  estate  forfeited  to  the  Crown.  Some  favour* 
able  circumstances,  however,  induced  George  II.  to  grant 
him  ar  pardon,  on  the  condition  of  confining  himself  for  life 
within  the  county  of  Devon.  It  is  said,  that  the  Countess 
of  Crotnarty  presented  a  petition  to  the  King,  praying  for 
her  husband's  life,  accompanied  by  ten  children,  while  her 
eldest  son.  Lord  Macleod,  was  prisoner  in  the  Tower,  but 
not  yet  brought  to  trial,  and  herself  eight  months  gone 
with  the  twelfth  child.  The  family  threw  themselves  on  their 
knees  before  the  King,  and  the  mother,  pointing  to  them, 
sud,  <*  These  are  your  Majesty's  humble  petitioners  for 
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the  life  of  their  father ."^^  His  eldest  son^  Lord  .Macleod, 
had  also  joined  the  rebel  standard,  but  on  account  of  his 
youth,  and  the  supposed  influence  of  his  father,  he  receiv- 
ed an  unconditional  pardon.  Deprived  of  rank  and  for- 
tune  in  his  native  country,  he  crossed  over  to  Sweden, 
where  he  entered  into  the  army,  and  after  serving  for 
thirty  years  with  distinguished  approbation,  rose  to  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant-General. 

Preserving,  in  exile,  an  immutable  attachment  to  his  na- 
tive land,  a  principle  so  strong  in  all  well  disposed  minds, 
he  returned  to  England  in  1777,  and  was  very  favourably 
received  by  his  Majesty.      Finding  his  influence  in  the 
Highlands  still  considerable,  although  deprived  of  all  pro* 
perty  and  political  influence,  he  was  encouraged  to  offer 
his  services  to  raise  a  regiment.     The  offer  was  accepted, 
and  so  well  grounded  were  his  antidpations  of  success,  and 
such  was  the  respect  entertained  for  his  family  and  name, 
that  in  a  very  short  time  840  Highlanders  were  recruited 
and  marched  to  Elgin*     Here  they  were  joined  by  236 
Lowlanders,  raised  by  the  Honourable  Captains  Lindsay, 
David  Baird,  James  Fowlis,  and  other  oflicei^,  along  with 
34  English  and  Irish  who  had  been  recruited  in  Glasgow. 
In  all  they  amounted  to  1,100  men,  and  under  the  name  of 
Macleod's  Highlanders  were  embodied,  and  inspected  by 
General  Skene,  at  Elgin,  in  the  month  of  April  1778.  They 
were  an  excellent,  well  principled,  hardy  body  of  men,  and 
fit  for  any  service     The  same  observation  applies  to  the 
second  battalion  of  tliis  regiment,  for  which  letters  of  service 
were  granted  immediately  on  the  completion  of  the  first. 
It  was  raised  in  the  same  manner,  nearly  with  the  same  ex* 
pedition,  and  in  equal  numbers ;  so  that,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months,  Lord  Macleod,  from  being  an  exile,  found  him- 
self at  the  head  of  upwards  of  S,300  of  his  countrymen,  of 
whom  nearly  1,800  were  from  that  district  and  neighbour- 
hood in  which  his  family  had  once  possessed  so  much  in- 
fluencc.     It  is  not  in  many  countries  that  a  man,  without 
Qioney  or  credit,  except  that  of  a  long  remembered  and  r^. 
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tpected  name,  ooiild  have  thus  attained  an  honoiirable  com- 
mand over  such  trusty  and  willing  followers,  and  laid  a  foun- 
dation for  future  eminence  and  wealth. 

The  first  battalion  having  been  removed  to  Jersey,  and 
from  thence  to  Portsmouth^  embarked  there  in  January 
17799  under  the  command  of  Lord  Macleod,  and  arrived 
in  Madras  Roads  on  the  20th  January  1780. 

The  second  battalion  having  embarked  at  Fort  George 
under  the  command  of  the  Honourable  Lieutenant-Colonel 
George  Mackenzie,  brother  of  Lord  Macleod,  landed  at 
Plymouth,  and  sidled  from  thence  for  Gibraltar,  where 
they  landed  on  the  18th  January  1780,  two  days  before 
the  first  battalion  arrived  at  Madras. 

This  battalion  served  in  the  garrison  till  the  raising  of  the  ' 
siege,  and  sustained  a  respectable  character  as  steady  and 
trust^worthy  soldiers,  of  whom  not  a  man  was  punished,  or 
deserted  to  the  enemy,  although  such  attempts  were  but  too 
common  in  the  garrison.  One  of  the  soldiers,  however,  was 
threatened  with  punishment,  as  a  false  prophet,  having  d&. 
dared  that  he  had  the  second  sight,  (although  it  proved  a 
false  one,)  by  which  he  foresaw  the  surrender  of  the  for- 
tress. However,  the  commander  was  too  much  of  an  en- 
lightened soldier  to  fear  or  to  punish  such  absurd  predic- 
tions, and  after  a  short  confinement  the  poor  fellow  was  re- 
leased, with  a  caution  not  to  utter  any  more  of  his  dreams 
until  the  event  he  had  foreseen  should  have  been  deter- 
mined by  the  occurrence. 

The  casualties  of  the  regiment  were  80  privates  killed ; 
7  Serjeants,  and  121  rank  *and  file,  wounded^  Indeed,  the 
loss  of  the  garrison  in  killed  during  the  whole  of  that  cele- 
brated nege,.  which  continued  more*  than  three  years,  was 
inconsiderable,  amounting  only  to  5  officers,  19  Serjeants, 
5S  drummers,  and  197  rank  and  file. 

In  May  1788  this  battalion  returned  to  England,  and 
marched  soon  after  to  Stirling,  where  it  was  reduced  in 
October,  liberty  being  given  to  sUch  of  the  officers  as  were  re- 
gimentally  senior  in  rank  to  join  the  first  battalion  in  India. 

VOL.  II.  I 
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I  hdw  return  to  the  operations  in  that  quarter.  An 
army  consisting  of  5,209  men,  of  which  800  Highlanders 
constituted  the  only  British  troops,  had  been  assembled  in 
July  1780,  at  St  Thomases  Mount,  near  Madras,  under 
Major-General  Hector  Munro.  This  force  also  included 
one  battalion  of  the  Company^s  European  troops,  and  the 
grenadiers  of  another. 

General  Munro  having  gone  tp  Madras  to  assist  at  the 
council,  the  command  during  his  absence  devolved  on 
Lord  Mackod.  In  the  end  of  August  the  General  re- 
turned, and  assuming  the  command,  marched  for  Con- 
jeveram,  where  he  arrived  on  the  S9th,  having  taken  with 
him  only  eight  days  rice.  Colonel  Baillie,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  nearly  3,000  men,  was  to  form  a  junction  with 
General  Munro  at  Conjeveram.  After  various  delays, 
Baillie,  on  the  6th  of  September,  reached  Perambaucum, 
fifteen  miles  distant  from  the  General's  position.  He  was 
here  attacked  by  Tippoo  Saib  with  a  prodigious  superiority 
of  force,  which,  after  a  conflict  of  several  hours,  was  re- 
pulsed.  But  notwithstanding  this  success,  and  although 
the  detachments  were  so  near  as  to  be  almost  within 
hearing  of  each  other^s  guns,  no  movement  was  made 
to  form  a  junction;  each  party  remaining  stationary 
until  the  8th,  when  Colonel  Baillie  wrote  to  the  Ge- 
neral, that,  from  the  loss  sustained,  in  the  late  battle,  to 
form  a  junction  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  so  superior 
in  numbers,  was  beyond  the  power  of  his  detachment. 
He  therefore  requested  that  the  General  would  push  for- 
ward with  the*  main  body  of  tlie  army.  The  General  did 
not  comply  with  this  request,  but  after  a  delay  of  tliree 
days,  reinforced  Baillie  with  the  flank  companies  of  the  73d 
Highlanders,  under  Captains  David  Baird  and  the  Honour* 
able  John  Lindsay,  two  companies  of  European  grenadiers, 
and  eleven  companies  of  Seapoys,  the  whole  being  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Fletcher.  This  ofiicer^s  sagacity 
having  led  him  to  suspect  the  fidelity  of  his  guides,  who 
were  m  fact  secretly  in  the  pay  of  the  Sultan,  he  followed 
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an  unexpected  route,  and  reached  hb  destination  without 
obttruction ;  Hy der  and  his  son,  with  their  united  forces, 
being  unable,  from  the  circuitous  route,  to  molest  or  in- 
teifeept  his  small  detachmait.  Fletcher^s  conduct  on  this 
oocaaon  was  considered  by  the  European  officers  in  Hyder^s 
service  as  an  able  piece  of  generalship.  It  must,  however,  be 
njiatter  of  regret,  that  Greneral  Munro  did  not  move  with  his 
whole  force,  and  form  a  junction  with  Colonel  Baillie  by 
the  same  route,  instead  of  weakening  his  strength  by  de- 
taching the  flower  of  his  troc^. 

Each  detachment  remained  stationary  on  the  9th.    This, 
inaction  encouraged  Hyder,  who  had  previously  dreaded 
that  the  GreneraTs  intention  was  to  place  him  between  two 
fires.     Enraged  at  the  success  of  Fletcher^s  jnovement,  he 
concentrated  his  army,  and  closed  on  the  detachment  under 
the  command  of  Baillie,  which  did  not  exceed  S,70Q  men. 
On  the  evening  of  the  9th  this  officer  commenced  his  march 
to  join  Munro,  but  had  not  proceeded  above  a  mile  when, 
he  fell  in  with  the  enemy^s  picquets.      This  brought  on  an 
irregular  fire,  whicfaT  continued  for   several  miles.      He 
halted  about  midnight,  nine  miles  distant  from  General 
Munrp,  and  lay  on  his  arms  unmolested  by  the  enemy. 
On  the  morning  of  the  10th  he  pursued  his  march,  the 
enemy  showing  no  inclination  to  attack  till  after  he  had 
proceeded  two  miles,  and  had  entered  a  small  jungle  or 
grove  in  which  the  enemy  had  raised  three  batteries,  one 
on  each  flank,  and  one  in  the  centre.     Having  opened 
a  heavy  and  destructive  fire  from  fifty-seven  pieces  oi 
cannon  from  the  batteries  and  field-artillery,  a  deq)erate 
combat  ensued.      The  enemy  attacked  in  front,  flank, 
and  rear,  but  were  foiled  and  driven  back  in  every  at- 
tempt ;    the  detachment   still  gaining  ground,  but  con- 
tinuing in  its  progress  exposed  to  every  arm  that  a  nu- 
merous host   could  bring   against  it.      The  march  was 
in  the  form  of  a  square,  the  sick,  baggage,  and  ammu- 
nition, b^ng  in  the  centre.     The  action  had  continued 
tbree  hours,  when  ^^  Hyder  determined  to  retreat ;  and  a 
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rapid  movement,  which  Baillie  made  from  the  centre,  ap- 
peared to  have  decided  the  day.     Orders  were  given  to  Co- 
lonel Lally  to  draw  off  his  men,  and  to  the  cavalry  to  cover 
the  retreat,  when  in  that  instant  two  explosions  were  per- 
ceived in  the  English  line,  which  laid  open  one  entire  face 
of  their  column,  destroyed  their  artillery,  and  threw  the 
whole  into  irreparable  confusion .^  ♦     Being  thus  deprived  of 
ammunition,  the  hopes  and  spirit  of  the  enemy  revived.  Hy- 
der'*s  cavalry  charged  in  separate  squadrons,  while  bodies  of 
infantry  poured  in  volleys  of  musquetry  ;  but  every  charge 
and  every  attack  was  resisted  with  undiminished  firmness, 
when,  at  last,  reduced  to  little  more  than  400  men,  a  square 
was  formed  on  a  small  eminence.     Two-thirds  of  their  num- 
ber being  killed  or  disabled,  the  officers  with  their  swords, 
and   the   soldiers  with   their  bayonets,   repelled   thirteen 
charges  ;  and  even  the  wounded,  as  they  lay  on  the  ground, 
attempted  to  raise  themselves  to  receive  the  enemy  on  their 
.  bayonets.     At  length  despairing  of  support  from  the  Gene- 
ral, (although  so  near,  that  the  Pagoda  of  Conjeveram  was 
in  sight,)  and  fresh  bodies  of  horse  Continually  pouring  in 
upon  them,  they  were  borne  down  by  numbers  without  a 
man  flinching  or  giving  way,  (many  being  trod  under  foot 
by  the  elephants  and  horse,)  when  Colonel  Baillie,  anxious 
to  save  the  lives  of  tlie  few  brave  men  who  had  survived, 
held  up  a  flag  of  truce  as  a  token  of  surrender.     After 
some  delay  the  signal  was  acknowledged,  and  an  intimation 
given  that  quarters  would  be  allowed.      But  no  sooner  had 
the  troops  laid  down  their  arms,  than  the  enemy  rushed  for- 
ward, and,  with  a  savage  fury,  attacked  the  defenceless,  the 
wounded,  and  the  sick.      Many  were  saved  by  the  humane 
exertions  of  the  French  officers.     One  of  these  officers,  de- 
scribing the  Imttle,  says,  "  Too  great  encomiums  cannot  be 
bestowed  on  the  English  commander  and  his  troops,  for,  in 
the  whole  of  this  trying  conflict,  they  preserved  a  coolness  of 
manoeuvre  which  would  have  done  honour  to  any  troops  in 
the  world.      Raked  by  the  fire  of  an  immense  artillery,  the 

•  Journal  of  a  French  Officer. 


.K. 


MACLEOD'S  HIGHLANDERS.  1 83 

greatest  part  of  the  action  within  grape  shot  distance,  at- 
tacked on  all  sides  by  not  less  than  25,000  horse  and  thirty 
battalions  of  Seapoys,  besides  Hyder's  European  troops, 
the  English  column  stood  firm,  and  repulsed  every  charge 
with  great  slaughter ;  the  horse  driven  back  on  the  infantry, 
the  right  of  our  line  began  to  give  way,  though  composed 
of  the  best  troops  in  the  Mysore  army.*" 

This  aj^roval'from  an  enemy  was  worthy  of  the  occa- 
sion, and  creditable  to  the  liberality  of  those  who  bestowed 
it,  *  and  may  be  regarded  as  an  impartial  testimony  to  the 
handful  of  troops  who  had  so  long  maintained  this  prodigi- 
ously imequal  contest;  and  who,  but  for  the  accidental  loss 
of  th^r  ammunition,  and  the  double  disaster  it  inflicted, 
would,  in  all  probability,  haveultimately  repulsed  their  sal- 
vage foes.     The  humanity  of  the  French  officers  displayed 
on  this  occasion  is  highly  honourable  to  their  character. 
But  their  exertions  could  not  curb  the  cruelty  of  the  fero- 
cious  conqueror,  who,  in  a  three  years^  captivity,  inflicted 
on  his  prisoners  a  series  of  evils  more  terrible  than  death  it- 
self.    Equally  firm  in  the  dungeon  and  in  the  field,  the 
cruel  and  unprincipled  Hyder  found  it  as  impossible  to  sub- 
due their  fortitude  as  to  triumph  over  their  courage.     The 
evils  of  their  long  and  bitter  captivity  were  borne  with  such 
a  spirit  of  fiirmness  and  self-possession,  that  the  memory  of 
the  unfortunate  sufferers  cannot  fail  to  be  held  in  the  high- 
est respect  and  estimation.    The  loss  sustained  bv  the  two 


*  I  have  pleasure  in  quoting  the  testimony  of  an  eye-witness  to  the 
g^erous  humanity  displayed  on  this  melancholy  occasion  by  the  French 
officers  in  the  service  of  Hyder.  "  No  pen,"  says  the  author  of  the 
Narrative  of  the  Sufferinga  of  the  Officers,  Soldiers,  and  Seapoys,  who 
fell  into  tbe  hands  of  Hyder  Ali  after  the  fiattle  of  Conjeveram,  Sep- 
tember 10,  1780,  and  who  was  an  officer  in  Colonel  Bailiie's  detach- 
ment,  and  a  participator  of  the  kindness  he  describes, — ''  No  pen  can 
do  justice  to  tbe  humanity  of  these  gentlemen,  (the  French  officers,) 
without  whose  assistance  many  of  our  officers  must  have  perished ; 
but  their  merit  will  Uyc  for  ever  embalmed  in  the  hearts  of  all  who 
felt  or  witnessed  their  beneficence*' 


>» 
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flank  oompanieB  of  Highlanders  wa3  Ueutenantg  6edd0 
Mackenzie  and  WUliam  Gunn,  Volunteer  Forbes,  5  Ser- 
jeants, and  82  rank  and  file,  killed ;  Captain  David  Baird, 
Lieutenants  the  Honourable  John  Lindsay,  Philip  Melville^ 
Hugh  Cuthbert,  4  seijeants,  4  drummers,  115  wounded 
and  prisoners.  Lieutenant  Melville  was  totally  disabled, 
the  wounds  of  Captain  Baird  and  Lieutenant  Lindsay  were 
severe,  as  were  those  of  the  greater  part  of  the  men,  of 
whom  only  SS  escaped  without  wounds.  *  - 

After  diis  disaster.  Sir  Hector  Munro  hastily  retreated 
from  Conjeveram  to  Chingleput,  followed  by  the  enemy's 
cavalry.  On  this  march  the  Highlanders  lost  Captain  Gil- 
christ, who,  by  previous  sickness,  was  unable  to  command 
his  company  when  ordered  to  reinforce  Colonel  Baillie. 
Lieutenant  Alexander  Mackenzie  also  died. 

After  various  movements,  the  73d  regiment,  now  redu« 
oed  to  500  men,  was  in  the  field  on  the  morning  of  the  1st 
of  July  1781,  with  the  army  under  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  intend- 
ed to  attack  the  enemy  at  Porto  Novo.  The  regiment  was 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  James  Crawford.  Lord 
Macleod  had  returned  to  England,  having,  it  is  said,  differed 
in  opinion  with  General  Munro,  more  especiaUy  with  regard 
to  the  movements  previous  to  Colonel  Bailiie's  disaster,  and 
being  probably  dissatisfied  with  the  subordinate  command 
which  he  then  held,  when  compared  with  his  former  rank 
in  the  Swedish  service. 

As  has  generally  happened  in  Indian  warfare,  there  was, 
at  Porto  Novo,  a  great  disproportion  between  the  force  of 

• 

^  The  two  oommanden,  Colonels  Baillie  and  Fletcher,  were  mor- 
tally wounded.  Colonel  Baillie  survived  a  short  time,  and  the  Jour« 
nal  of  the  French  Officer  says :  "  Hyder  Ali  has  sullied  his  victory 
by  the  treatment  of  his  prisoners.  Colonel  Baillie  was  stript,  and 
brought  before  him,  wounded  in  three  places.  Intoxicated  with  suc- 
cess, Hyder  exulted  over  him  with  the  imperious  tone  of  a  conqueror^ 
which  Baillie  retorted  with  the  true  spirit  of  a  soldier,  and  boldly  ap- 
'  pealed  to  Hyder's  officers,  if  the  victory  was  not  his,  but  for  an  acci- 
dent which  no  human  foresight  could  prevent." 
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the  enemy  and  that  of  the  British.    Hyder,  i|t  the  head  of 
an  army  of  ftS  battalions  of  infantry,  400  Europeans,  fronr 
40,000  to  50,000  horse,  and  above  100,000  matchlock-men, 
peons,  and  polygars,  with  47  pieces  of  cannon,  was  attack- 
ed by  Oeneral  Cbole,  whose  force  did  not  exceed  8^000,  of 
whidi  the  78d  was  the  otiy  British  regiment     Sir  Eyre 
Coote  drew  np  his  army  in  two  lines,  the  first  oommaaded 
by  Major-General  H.  Munro,  and  the  second  by  Majo»* 
€(enend  James  Stuart.      The  two  armies  were  ^ided 
by  a  plain,  beyond  which  the  enemy  were  drawn  up-  on 
ground  strengthened  with  more  than  usual  skill,  by  front 
and  flanking  redoubts  and  batteries.    The  English  Genera} 
moved  forward  at  nine  o^clock,  and  after  a  lengthened  ac« 
tion  of  eight  hours,  in  some  places  well  contested,  and  in 
whidi  the  enemy  made  full  use  of  their  numerous  artillery, 
their  whole  line  was  forced  to  fly.     It  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  success  in  this  battle  was  greatly  facilitated  by  one  of 
those  accidents  common  in  war.     After  the  repulse  of  the 
enemy^s  cavalry,  and  while  the  G^eral  was  deUberating 
with  his  officers  whether  he  should  attack  in  front  or  in 
flank  the  chain  of  redoubts  by  which  the  enem/s  position 
was  strengthened,   an  officer,  who  was  somewhat  in  adU 
vance,  discovered  a  road  cut  throu^  the  sand  hills  at  a 
place  from  which,  in  the  event  of  an  assault  in  front,  they 
could  annoy  the  right  flank  of  the  British  line.     This  road 
Hyder  had  caused  to  be  constructed  on  the  preceding  even* 
in^,  with  a  view,  while  the  British  were  warmly  engaged  in 
front,  oi  failing  on  their  flank  ;  when  his  cavalry,  taking  ad^ 
vantage  of  the  confusion  that  was  calculated  to  ensue, 
might  rush  from  behind  the  redoubts  and  annihilate  thekr 
enemies.  The  British  General  instantly  availedhimself  of  this 
discovery,  and  filing  ofi^  along  Ryder's  road,  by  a  movement 
in  flank  forced  him  to  torego  nearty  all  the  advantages  of 
his  porition.     General  Coote  saw  the  value  of,  and  with 
promptitude  turned  to  account  this  fortunate  and  import- 
ant ^Uscovery,  which  had  such  an  effect  in  determining  the 
fortune  of  the  day,  and  that  with.a  loss  that  bore  no  propor* 
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tion  to  the  importance  of  the  victory,  at  a  period  when  ^^  the 
critical  situation  of  our  national  ooncems,  and  our  falling 
interests,  required  uncommon  exertions  for  their  support.*** 

The  78d  was  on  the  right  of  the  first  line,  leading  all  the 
attacks  to  the  full  approbation  of  General  Coote,  whose  no- 
tice was  particularly  attracted  by  one  of  the  pipers  who  al- 
ways blew  up  his  most  warlike  sounds  whenever  the  fire  be- 
came hotter  than  ordinary.  This  so  pleased  the  General, 
that  he  cried  aloud,  ^'  Wdldone,  my  brave  fellow,  you  shall 
have  a  pair  of  silver  pipes  for  this."  The  promise  was  not 
forgotten,  and  a  handsome  pair  of  pipes  was  presented  to 
the  regiment,  with  an  inscription  in  testimony  of  the  Grene* 
tbTs  esteem  for  their  conduct  and  character; 

I  shall  not  pursue  their  subsequent  movements  through 
many  harassing  marches,  during  which  their  unskilful  op- 
ponents lost  many  opportunities  of  attacking  to  great  ad- 
Tantage.  Both  armies  were,  in  the  end  of  August,  near 
Perambaucgm,  the  spot  where  Hyder  had  been  so  success- 
ful the  preoediog  year  in  defeating  Colonel  Baillie^s  detach- 
ment, and  forcing  General  Munro  to  retreat-  With  a  su- 
perstitious liope  of  similar  success,  Hyder  was  anxious  to 
fight  on  the  same  field,  and  on  the  same  day  of  the  month. 
General  Coote  was  equally  anxious  to  engage,  but  indiffer- 
ent as  to  time,  being  only  desirous  to  meet  his  antagonist  to 
advantage.  Both  armies  were  animated  by  very  different 
motives :  the  Mysorian  army  by  their  superstitious  antici<<- 
pation  of  success,  and  the  British  by  a  desire  to  revenge 
the  death  of  their  friends,  of  whom  they  found  many  re- 
lics and  marks  of  remembrance  on  the  ground  where  they 
now  stood. 

On  the  morning  of  the  S7th  of  August,  Sir  Eyre  Coote 
moved  forward  to  attack  Hyder  All,  who  had  drawn  up 
his  army  in  order  of  battle  on  strong  and  advantageous 
ground,  rendered  more  formidable  by  the  nature  of  the 
country,  which  was  intersected  by  deep  water  courses  and 
ravines.  The  line  of  battle  was  formed  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  cannon,  which  the  troops  sustained  with  firmness*    Th^ 
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battle  was  long  and  well  sustained  on  both  sides,  and  lasted 
from  nine  in  the  morning  till  sunset,  when  the  enemy  gave 
way  at  all  points,  leaving  the  British  in  possession  of  the 
field  of  battle  and  of  all  the  strong  posts.  The  loss  of  the 
British  was  upwards  of  400  killed  and  wounded,  of  which 
number  there  were  few  Europeans.  Major-General  Stuart 
and  Colonel  Brown  lost  each  a  leg,  carried  away  by  the 
same  shot 

General  Munro  having  left  the  army  for  England,  and  Ge- 
neral Stuart  being  disabled,  Colonel  Crawford  became  second 
in  o(Hnmand ;  and  Captain  Shaw  succeeded  to  the  conunand 
of  the  7Bd  regiment,  which  continued  in  General  Coote^s 
army,  sharing  in  all  the  marches,  and  being  engaged  in  the 
battles  of  Sholungar,  on  the  ^7th  September  1781,  and  of 
Amee,  on  the  £d  June  178S.  In  all  these  the  regiment  suffer- 
ed little  beyond  the  usual  casualties,  *  and  these  were  more 
by  climate  and  fatigue  than  by  the  enemy. 

In  spring  1788,  preparations  were  made  to  attack  Cud-^ 
dalore.  This  garrison  had  been  recently  strengthened  by 
some  European  and  African  troops  from  the  Isle  of  France. 
The  British  army  had  also  been  reinforced  by  the  £3d  light 
dragoons,  the  101st,  lOSd,  and  Idth  regiments  of  Hanove- 
rian  infantry,  and  S50  recruits  from  Scotland  for  the  73d 
and  78th  regiments.  General  Stuart  had  recovered  from 
his  woundf  and  now  took  the  command  in  absence  of  Gene- 
ral Coote,  upon  whose  death,  in  April  1788,  he  succeeded 
to  the  command  in  chief.  Colonel  Stuart  of  the  78th  com- 
manded the  Highland  brigade  of  Macleod'^s  and  Seaforth'^s 
regiments.     Various  delays  so  retarded  the  forward  move. 

"  One  of  these  casualties  is  thus  mentioned  in  Munro's  Narrative  :— 
*'  I  take  this  opportunity  of  comraemorating  the  fkll  of  John  Doune 
Mackay^  a  corporal  in  Madeod's  Highlanders^  son  to  Rohert  Oonne, 
the  Bard^  whose  singular  talent  for  the  beautiAil  and  extemporaneons 
composition  of  Gaelic  poetry  was  held  in  such  esteem.  This  son  of 
the  fiord  had  frequently  revived  the  spirits  of  his  countrymen,  when 
droopipg  in  a  long  marchj  by  singing  the  humorous  and  lively  pro- 
ductions of  his  father.  He  was  killed  by  a  cannon-shot^  and  buried 
wilhfnilitary  honours  by  his  comrades  the  same  evening." 
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ments,  that  it  was  not  till  the  6th  of  Jane  that  General 
Stuart  placed  his  army  within  two  miles  of  Cuddalore* 
Mons.  Bussy  oommonded  the  garrison,  and  was  indefiui. 
gable  in  his  exertions  to  strengthen  the  works,  by  throwing 
up  redoubts  and  lines  of  entrenchment  in  front  of  the  place* 
No  time,  therefore^  was  to  be  lost,  as  every  day  added  to 
the  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  and  as  the  enemy  had  al- 
ready drawn  a  second  line  of  entrenchments  in  rear  of  the 
first,  fortifying  the  whole  by  fresh  redoubts*  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  13th  of  June,  an  attack  was  determined  on» 
which  was  to  be  directed  to  three  several  points  at  the  same 
moment ;  and  it  was  resolved  to  ^ve  the  signal  for  a  flimuU 
lancous  assault  by  firing  three  guns  from  a  hill.  Amidst 
the  noise  of  the  cannonade  which  was  immediately  opened^ 
the  ^gnals  were  not  recognised,  and  the  attacks  not  made 
at  the  same  instant,  as  had  been  projected.  The  enemy 
were,  therefore,  able  to  direct  their  whole  force  against 
each  succesuve  attack  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  one  of  the 
divisions  was  driven  back,  and  pursued  by  the  enemy  to  a 
conbiderable  distance,  when  Lieutanant-Colonel  Cathcart, 
witli  the  grenadiers,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart,  ^  with 
the  precious  remains  of  the  78d  regiment,^  pushed  forward, 
with  much  presence  of  mind,  and  took  possession  of  the  re- 
doubts which  the  enemy  had  evacuated  in  the  eagerness  of 
the  pursuit.  This  turned  the  fate  of  the  day  ;  and^  although 
Colonel  Sttiarf  s  party  was  forced  to  retire  from  the  most 
advanced  posts  they  had  taken,  they  kept  possession  of  the 
principal  redoubt,  enabled  that  part  of  the  troops  which 
had  retired  to  recover  themselves,  and  so  revived  the 
whole,  that  General  Stuart  was  urged  to  advance  and  at* 
tempt  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  whole  of  their  advanced 
posts.  This  he  declined,  in  the  belief  that  the  enemy 
would  retire  of  their  own  accord,  which  they  accordingly 
did  in  the  course  of  the  night,  withdrawing  all  their  guns, 
except  three,  which  were  taken  possession  of  by  the  British. 
On  this  occasion,  ^^  the  precious  remains  of  the  7Sd  re^-* 
meni"  lost  Captains  Alexander  Mckenzie,  the  Honourable 

11 
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James  Lindsay^  *  Lieutenants  Simon  Mackenzie,  James 
Trail,  4  sergeants,  and  80  rank  and  file,  killed ;  CapUun  John 
Hamilton,  Lieutenants  Charles  Oorrie,  David  Buinie,  John 
Sinclair,  James  Duncan,  George  Sutherland,  5  Serjeants,  and 
107  rank  and  file,  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was 
Oft  cheers  and  961  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

On  the  S5tb  of  June,  Bussy  having  been  reinforced  by 
Admind  Suffrein,  with  2,400  men  from  the  fleet,  made  a 
vigorous  sortie  ftom  the  fort  with  his  best  troops*  Thn 
was  repulsed'  at  every  point,  and  the  enemy  driven  badt 
with  great  loss. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  accounts  of  the  signature  of  prelimi- 
naries of  peace  between  France  and  Engliand  having  reach^- 
ed  their  respective  commanders  in  India,  hostilities  imme* 
diately  ceased,  and  in  a  few  days  a  friendly  intercourse  was 
established  between  the  contending  parties. 

The  army  returned  to  St  Thomases  Mount ;  and,  at  the 
coDclu^ion  of  the  defiiiitive  treaty  of  peace  in  March  1784, 
Captains  Baird,  the  Honourable  John  liindsay,  and  Lieute. 
nants  Melville  and  Cuthbert,  with  the  survivors  of  the  men 
(about  thirty  in  number)  who  had  been  taken  in  Colond 
Baillie^s  aflair,  were  released,  and  joined  thdir  regiments. 
Captain  (now  Greneral  Sir  David)  Baird,  and  Colonel 
Lindsay,  are  the  only  survivors  of  the  200  men  of  the  flank 
companies  of  the  7Sd  regiment  that  accompanied  Cokmd 
Fletcher  for  the  support  of  Cdond  BulUe. 

In  the  year  17S5,  the  Honourable  Lieutenant^Colond 

*  This  officer  was  of  a  family  of  soldiers.    The  late  Earl  of  Bal« 
cams  bad  five  sons  in  the  army.    The  eldest^  the  present  Earl^  was 
in  the  4Qd ;  and  Colin^  John^  and  David  Lindsay^  in  the  first  and  se- 
cond battalion  of  Macleod's.    The  brave  yonng  man  who  fell  this  day 
f^ave  great  promise  of  talent  and  eminence  in  his  profession.    Being  of 
a  generonsj  ogen  character^  which  captivated  the  soldiers^  he  secured 
their  attachment  by  the  gallantry  with  which  he  led  them  on  on  every 
occasion.    The  third  brother,  the  Honourable  CoHn  lAnds&y,  an  ac- 
complished officer,  died  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Mth  regiment,  and 
bri^ier-general,  in^Grenada,  in  179^    John  retired  fhmi  the  liea- 
tenanWookDeley  of  the  regiment  in  1807. 
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George  Mackenzie,  with  several  officers  from  tlie  second  bat. 
talion,  disbanded  the  preceding  year,  joined  the  regiment. 
In  1786,  they  received  new  colours,  and  the  number  was 
changed  to  the  71st,  in  consequence  of  the  arrangements 
which  I  have  already  noticed.    From  this  time  till  the  year 
1790,  detachments  of  recruits  from  Scotland,  at  different 
times,  were  received,  which  kept  up  the  strength  to  800 
men  ;  but  the  corps  sustained  a  great  loss  in  the  death  c^ 
the  two  brothers  who  had  been  so  instrumental  in  raising 
both  battalions.     Colonel  Mackenzie  died  in  1786,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Major  Elphinstone ;   Captain  Baird  was  ap- 
pointed  Major.     Lord  Macleod  died  in  1789,  and  the  Ho- 
nourable Major^General  William  Gordon  was  appointed 
Colonel. 

War  having  commenced  between  Tippoo  Saib  and  the 
East  India  Company  in  the  year  1790,  a  large  army  was 
assembled  at  Trinchinopoly  on  the  24>th  of  May,  of  whiclx 
Major-General  Meadows   assumed* the  command.      This 
force  consisted  of  the  19th  light  dragoons,  36th,  52d,  71st, 
and  7Sd  regiments,  with  16  regiments  of  native  cavalry  and 
infantry.      Lieutenant-Colonel  James  fituart  commanded 
the  right  wing,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bridges  the  left : 
the  two  Highland  re^ments  formed  the  second  brigade. 
The  71st  followed  all  the  movements  of  the  army  in  this 
campaign.      The  flank  companies   were  employed  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart  on  the  attack  on  Dundegul ;  and, 
after  the  capture  of  that  place,  the  regiment  was  marched, 
under  the  same  officer,  to  the  siege  of  Palacatcherry ;  and, 
in  this  manner,  was  in  constant  activity  down  to  the  close 
of  the  campaign,  yet  suffered  little  loss  by  the  enemy. 

Early  in  1791,  Lord  Comwallis  joined  the  army  as  com- 
mander-in-chief. The  whole  was  immediately  put  in  mo- 
tion, and,  after  various  marches,  encamped  on  the  6th  of 
March  close  to  Bangalore.  On  the  21st  Lord  Comwallis 
finished  his  preparations  for  an  assault  of  the  place.  This 
was  accomplished  with  little  loss^  The  flank  companies  of 
the  army,  including  those  of  the  71st,  led  th^  attack. 
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These  companies  were  commanded  by  the  Honourable 
John  Lindsay,  and  Captun  James  Robertson,  now  lieute- 
nant-general. 

On  the  18th  of  April  the  forces  of  the  Nizam,  amounting 
nominally  to  15,000,  but  in  reality  10,000  cavalry,  well 
mounted,  joined  the  army,  and  on  the  8th  a  detachment  of 
European  troops  from  the  Camatic  also  joined.  The  army, 
thus  reinforced,  commenced  on  the  4th  of  May  a  march  on 
Seringapatam,  and  on  the  13th  came  within  sight  of  the 
enemy  drawn  up  a  few  miles  from  the  town,  with  their 
right  resting  on  the  river,  and  their  left  on  the  Carrighaut 
heights.  On  the  following  night  the  troops  were  put  in 
motion  vrith  a  view  to  surprise  the  enemy,  but  owing  to  the 
unfavourable  state  of  the  weather,  almost  impassable  roads, 
and  the  exhausted  state  of  the  draught  cattle,  the  troops 
were  unable  to  accomplish  their  object  in  time.  Next  day^ 
however,  after  great  exertion  and  fatigue,  thq  troops  were 
brought  into  action,  drove  the  enemy  from  a  strong  posi^ 
tion,  and  forced  them  across  the  river  into  the  island  upon 
which  the  capital  stands.  In  this  affair  the  71st  had  Lieu- 
tenant Roderick  Mackenzie,  and  7  rank  and  file,  killed ;  and 
Ensign  Charles  Stewart,  *  and  74  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Notwithstanding  this  partial  advantage,  yet  from  the  ad-, 
▼anced  state  of  the  season,  the  impossibility  of  procuring  a 
sufficient  supply  of  provisions,  the  incessant  rains,  and  ex- 
hausted condition  of  the  cattle.  Lord  Comwallis  found  him- 
self under  the  necessity  of  relinquishing  the  attempt.  He, 
therefore,  determined  to  retire  to  fiangalore,  and  wait  a 
more  favourable  opportunity.  This,  as  all  forced  retreats 
generally  are,  was  harassing  *to  the  troops,  who  suflered 
much  from  the  inclemency  of  the  season,  and  the  want  of  a 
proper  supply  of  provisions. 

A  short  time  after  the  army  had  reached  Bangalore,  Ma- 
jor  Gowdie  was  detached  to  attack  Nundydroog,  a  granite 

*  Ensign  Stewart  died  in  Spain  in  1800^  lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
50th  Kgiuent. 
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lock  of  great  height,  which  had  been  fortified  with  such 
care,  as  to  make  reguhir  approaches  necessary.  The  rock 
was  of  great  height,  and  inaccessible  on  every  poiDt  ex« 
oept  one,  which  was  strengthened  by  a  double  line  of  ram- 
parts ;  a  third  had  been  recently  commenoed,  and  an  out* 
work  covered  the  gate  by  a  flanking  fire.  .  The  whole  had 
every  appearance  of  being  impregnaUe.  Yet  Nundydroog, 
however  hi^  and  steep,  was  still  approachable,  but  not 
without  immense  fatigue  and  labour  in  dragging  up  guns, 
and  constructing  batteries  on  the  face  of  a  craggy  precipice. 
At  last,  after  fourteen  days^  labour,  batteries  were  formed, 
and  breaches  were  made ;  one  on  the  re-«ntering  angle  of 
the  outwork,  and  another  in  the  curtain  of  the  outer  wall* 
The  inner  wall  could  not  be  reached  by  the  shot* 

On  the  18th  of  October,  Lord  Comwallis,  with  his  whole 
army,  made  a  movement  towards  Nundydroog,  and  the 
same  evening  preparations  were  made  for  an  assault.  Both 
breaches  were  to  be  stormed.  The  night  attack  was  to  be 
led  by  Lieutenant  Hugh  Mackenzie,  (now  Paymaster  of 
the  71st,)  with  twenty  grenadiers  ci  the  36th  and  7ist  re- 
pments  on  the  right ;  and  on  the  left  by  Lieutenant  Moore, 
with  twenty  light  infantry,  and  the  two  flank  companies  of 
the  same  regiment,  und^  Lieutenants- Duncan  and  Ken- 
neth Mackenzie,  the  whole  being  under  the  command  of 
Captain  James  Robertson,  supported  by  Captain  Bums 
(now  Major-Oeneml)  with  the  grenadiers,  and  Captain 
Hartley  with  the  hght  company  of  the  36th  regiment ;  Ge- 
neral  Meadows,  by  his  presence  and  animated  example,  ex- 
hilarating all.  * 

The  assault  commenced  in  a  clear  moonli^t,  on  the 
morning  of  the  19th  October.  The  preparaticxis  for  re- 
sistance had  been  made  with  great  care  and  labour.     Great 

^  While  all  were  waiting  in  silence  for  the  signal  to  advance,  one 
of  the  soldiers  whispered  something  ahout  a  mine.  '*  To  he  sure  there 
is,"  said  General  Meadows,  "  but  it  is  a  mine  of  gold."  This  answer 
produeed  the  proper  e£Pect. 


MACLEOD'S  HIGHLANDERfl.  1 43 

masses  of  granite  had  been  prepared,  and  preserved  till  the 
moment  the  troops  should  begin  to  ascend,  when  the  stones 
were  to  be  rolled  down  the  rock,  with  an  effect  which,  it  was 
hoped,  would  prove  irresistible.     But,  although  the  enemy 
were  on  the  alert,  the  rrdour  and  intrepidity  of  the  assail- 
ants surmounted  every  obstacle;  a  lodgment  was  made 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  breach,  the  enemy  were 
driven  from  the  outward  rocks,  and  so  closely  pushed  as 
to  prevent  their  barricading  the  gate  of  the  inner  rampart, 
which,  after  some  delay,  was  forced,  and  the  place  carried 
with  the  loss  only  of  thirty  killed  and  wounded ;  principal- 
ly from  the  stones  tumbled  down  the  rock.      The  loss  fell 
entirely  on  the  native  troops ;  no  British  soldier  was  touch- 
ed.    Such  axe  the  consequences  of  a  rapid  and  spirited  ad- 
vance. 

The  advantage  of  this  mode  of  attack  was  soon  after- 
wards proved  in  a  still  more  remarkable  instance.     Lord 
Corawallis,  keeping  in  view  the  capture  of  the  Sultanas  ca- 
pital, determined  to  attempt  the  possession  of  all  the  inter- 
mediate atrong  holds  that  might  interrupt  his  communica-^ 
tions.     The  most  formidable  of  these,  and,  by  general  re- 
port, the  strongest  in  Mysore,  was   Savendroog.     This  is 
another  granite  rock,  considerably  more  elevated  than  Nun- 
dydroog,  avery  where  apparently  inaccessible,  separated  by 
a  chasm  iwto  two  parts  at  the  top,  on  which  were  erected 
two  citadels,  independent  of  each  other,  and  both  well  sup- 
plied with  water.     The  place  had  been  reconnoitred,  and 
deemed  inaccessible,  but  the  success  at  Nundydroog,  and 
49ther  places,  encouraged  the  English  General  to  attempt 
adding  this  to  the  number ;  judging  tliat,  if  successftil  in 
this,  the  strongest  of  all,  the  rest  would  easily  be  reduced 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Stuart,  who  had  been  so  often  and  so 
tocoessfully  employed,  was  selected  for  this  duty.      After 
the  usual  preparatioiDs  and  attempts  to  batter  some  of  the 
Otttw<Hrks,  the  21st  of  December  was  fixed  upon  for  the  as- 
sault.    The  flank  companies  of  the  52d,  the  two  Highland 
ff^iments,  and  the  76th,  were  assembled  under  the  com- 
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mand  of  Lieutenant-G>lonel  N.*sbet  of  the  fiSd,  and,  at 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  band  of  the  68d  regi- 
ment playing  *'  Britons^  Strike  Home^  ascended  the  rock, 
clambering  up  a  precipice  which,  after  the  service  was  orer, 
the  men  were  afraid  to  descend.  The  eastern  citadel  was 
soon  carried.  This  was  followed  by  the  surrender  of  the 
whole  in  succession,  each  part  being  deserted  or  surrender- 
ed when  approaclied,  and  the  fortress,  so  formidable  in  ap- 
pearance, and  indeed  impregnable,  if  defended  by  a  resolute 
enemy,  was  taken  with  the  loss  of  only  two  men  on  the  part 
of  the  assailants.  Ootradroog,  Rahngerry,  Sevengerry,  &c. 
all  fell  in  the  same  manner,  leaving  our  army  no  enemy 
but  the  climate. 

In  the  month  of  January  1793,  the  army  was  again  put 
in  motion  for  Seringapatam,  where  the  resistance  made  by  the 
enemy  showed  a  strange  contrast  to  the  timidity  and  feeble 
defence  of  their  garrisons.  Were  an  opinion  to  be  formed 
from  such  examples,  garrisons  would  be  proved  to  be  wholly 
useless  ;  seeing  that  the  troops  enclosed  in  them  offered 
little  resistance,  whereas  in  the  open  field,  as  in  the  ensuing 
action  near  Seringapatam,  they  made  a  most  vigorous  stand* 
The  truth  seems  to  be,  that  the  very  apparent  strength  and 
height  of  these  rocks  enfeebled  the  minds  of  their  defenders, 
who  saw  no  means  of  escape  down  their  precipitous  sides, 
should  they  be  overpowered,  and  that  nothing  remained  but 
destruction  or  immediate  surrender.  In  the  field,  on  the 
contrary,  they  knew  that,  if  they  were  beaten,  they  had. an 
open  country  in  their  rear ;  there  was,  therefore,  the  less 
danger  in  wailing  the  near  approach  of  the  enemy,  from 
which  they  had  thus  the  means  of  escape. 

On  the  5th  of  February  Lord  Cornwallis  was  again  in 
sight  of  Seringapatam,  and,  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  the 
army  waa  formed  into  three  columns,  the  right  column  being 
under  General  Meadows,  the  centre  under  Lord  Cornwallis^ 
with  Lieutenant-Colonels  James  Stuart,  and  the  Honour- 
able John  Knox,  and  the  left  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Maxwell.     General  Meadows  was  to  penetrate  the  enemy's 
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left,  and  directing  every  effort  towards  the  centre,  to  en- 
deavour  to  open  and  preserve  the  communication  with  Lord 
Comwallis^s  division.  A  part  of  this  diviaon  under  Colo- 
nel Stuart  was  directed  to  pierce  through  the  centre  of  the 
enemy^s  camp,  and  thence  attempt  the  works  on  the  island, 
while  Colonel  Maxwell  with  the  left  wing  was  ordered  to 
force  the  works  on  Carighaut  Hill,  to  descend,  turn  the 
right  of  the  main  division,  and  unite  with  Colonel  Stu- 
art These  operations,  if  executed  with  success,  would  ac- 
complish the  complete  overthrow  of  the  enemy.  The  corps 
composing  the  centre  were  the  5^,  Tlst,  and  74th  High- 
land regiments;  the  right,  the  36th  and  76th;  and  the 
left,  the  72d  Highland  regiment.  The  native  troops  were 
divided  in  proportion  to  each  column.  At  eight  oVlock  in 
the  evening  the  three  columns  were  in  motion.  The  head  . 
of  the  centre  column,  led  by  the  flank  companies  of  each 
regiment,  after  twice  crossing  the  Lockary,  which  covered 
the  right  wing  of  the  enemy,  came  in  contact  with  their  first 
line,  which  was  instantly  driven  across  the  north  branch  of 
the  Cavery,  at  the  foot  of  the  glacis  of  the  fort  of  Seringa- 
patam.  Captain  Lindsay,  with  the  grenadiers  of^  the  71st, 
attempted  to  push  into  the  body  of  the  place,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  raising  of  the  drawbridge  a  few  minutes  be- 
fore he  advanced.  He  was  here  joined  by  some  grenadiers 
and  light  in&nlry  of  the  d^  and  76th  r^ments.  With 
this  united  force  he  pu^ed  down  to  the  Loll  Bang,  where 
he  was  fiercely  attacked  by  a  body  of  the  enemy,  which  he 
quickly  drove  back  with  the  bayonet.  His  numbers  were 
soon^  afterwards  increased  by  the  grenadier  company  of  the 
74ith,  when  he  attempted  -to  force  his  .way  into  the  Fittah, 
(or  town,)  but  was  opposed  by  such  overwhelming  numbers, 
that  he  did  not  succeed.  He  then  took  post  in  a  small  re- 
doubt, where  be  maintained  himself  till  morning,  when  he 
moved  to  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  and  joined  Lieute- 
nant-Colonds  Knox  and  Baird,  and  those  troops  who  formed 
the  left  of  the  attack-     During  these  operations,  the  batta- 
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lion  oompanies  of  the  SSd,  Tlst,  and  72d  regimentfl,  forced 
their  way  across  the  river  to  the  island,  overpowering  all 
that  opposed  them.  At  this  moment  Captain  Archdeacon, 
commanding  a  battalion  of  Bengal  Seapoys,  was  killed.  * 
This  threw  the  corps  into  some  confumon,  and  caused  it  to 
fall  back  on  the  Tlst  at  the  moment  that  Major  Dalrymple 
was  preparing  to  attack  the  Sultanas  redoubt,  and  thus  im- 
peded his  movement.  However,  the  redoubt  was  attacked, 
and  instantly  carried*  The  command  of  it  was  given  to 
Captain  Sibbald,  who  had  led  the  attack  with  his  ccHnpany 
of  the  71st.  The  animating  example  and  courage  of  this 
officer  made  the  men  equally  irresistible  in' attack,  and  firm  in 
the  defence  of  the  post  they  had  gained.  The  enemy  made 
several  viun  attempts  to  retake  it.  In  one  of  these  the 
biave  Captain  Sibbald  was  killed*  Out  of  compliment  to 
this  officer,  the  Commander-in-Chief  changed  the  name 
from  the  Sultanas  to  Sibbald'^s  Redoubt  In  this  obstinate 
defence  the  men  had  consumed  their  ammunition,  when,  by 
a  fortunate  circumstance,  two  loaded  oxen  of  the  enemy,  be* 
ing  frightened  by  the  firing,  broke  loose  from  their  drivers, 
and  taking  shelter  in  the  ditch  of  this  redoubt,  afibrded  a 
full  and  seasonable  supply.  The  command  of  this  post  was 
assumed  by  Major  Skelly  of  the  74th  regiment,  who  had 
gone  up  with  orders  from  the  Conunander-in-Chief,  and  re- 
mained there  alter  the  death  of  Captain  Sibbald.  The 
Sultan  seined  determined  to  recover  this  redoubt,  distin- 
guished by  his  own  name,  and  directed  the  French  Euro- 
pean corps  to  attack  it.  But  they  met  with  no  better 
success  than  the  former,  notwithstanding  their  superior 
discipline.  Repulses  so  complete  and  so  repeated  were 
a  severe  mortification  to  the  Sultan,'  who  seemed  to  rest 

*  I  have  oflen  remarked  upon  the  importance  and  advantage  of 
confidence  between  officers  and  men,  especially  when  that  confidence 
is  confirmed  by  attachment  and  respect ;  at  the  same  time  it  is  not 
without  its  disadvantages,  as  in  the  case  of  Captain  Archdeacon,  to 
whom  his  men  were  so  attached,  that  their  consternation  at  his  fall,  and 
their  dread  of  the  consequences  of  losing  their  leader,  were  such  as  to 
throw  them  into  a  degree  of  confusion  which  was  not  easily  remedied. 
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as  much  oo  the  poMeauop  of  this  post  as  if  the  fate  of 
the  day  had  depended  upon  it  But,  haying  failed  in  all  his 
attacks,  he  withdrew  his  troops,  and  retired  within  the  gar- 


The  loss  OD  this  occasion  was  SS8  killed  and  wounded. 
The  proportion  of  the  Tlst  was  Captain  Sibhald,  Lieutenant 
Baine,  2  Serjeants,  and  S4  rank  and  fik,  ViUed ;  and  Ensigns 
Duncan  Mackenne,  William  Bailli^  S  Serjeants,  and  6T 
rank  and  file,  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  esti- 
mated at  4,000  men,  and  80  {»eces  c^  cannon. 

On  the  Otfai  of  February  a  final  position  was  taken  for 
the  siege  of  Seringapatam,  and  immediate  operations  com- 
maoced.  Major-General  Robert  Abercromby,  with  the  army 
from  Bombay,  oonsasting  of  the  78d  and  75th  Highland,  and 
77th,  besides  seyeral  natiTe  regiments,  joined  the  same  day.. 
On  the  18th,  Major  Dalrjanple,  with  the  71st,  crossed  the 
Cavary  at  9  o^clock  at  night,  and  surprised  and  routed  a 
camp  of  Tippoo's  horse.  This  movement  was  intended 
as  a  cover  to  the  opening  of  the  trenches,  which  took  place 
at  the  same  moment,  800  yards  bom  the  garrison!^  Dur- 
ing the  19th,  80th,  and  Slst,  traverses  were  finished,  and 
the  advances  carried  on'  with  sfHrit  and  energy.  On  the 
2Sd  a  sharp  conflict  took  place  between  pert  of  the  Bom- 
bay army  under  General  Abercromby,  and  the  enemy, 
which  terminated  in  the  defeat  of  the  latter.  This  was  the 
last  attempt  of  the  enemy,  and  the  repulse  b^g  complete, 
it  led  to  negotiations  which  imded  in  a  cessation  of  hostilities. 
Thus  terminated  a  war  in  whidi  the  East  India  Company 
and  their  allies  had  captured  70  forts  or  fortified  places,  and 
800  pieces  of  cannon,  and  had  obtained  the  cesraon  of  near- 
ly <»ie4ialf  of  the  Sultanas  dominions. 

Sickness,  which  generally  follows  a  succession  of  fatigues 
and  active  movements,  began  to  appear,  and  no  time  was 
lost  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  moving  the  army  to 
their  different  destinations.  The  71  st,  now  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant>Colonel  David  Baird,  who  had  had 
the  command  of  a  brigade  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
campaign,  was  marched  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Trichino- 
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poly.  In  this  cantonment  they  continued  till  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  with  France  in  179S.  In  the  month  of 
August  of  that  year  the  flank  companies  were  also  employed 
on  the  expedition  against  Ceylon,  under  Major>6eneral 
James  Stuart  On  this  occasion,  which  presented  nothing 
worthy  of  notice  in  point  of  military  service,  Captain  Gorrie 
was  severely  wounded,  and  1 1  men  were  killed  and  woundr 
ed.  The  flank  companies  afterwards  returned  to  the  bat- 
talion, and  in  October  1797  orders  were  issued  to  draft  all 
the  soldiers  fit  for  service  (560  men)  into  the  73d  and  74th 
regiments :  those  who  had  been  disabled,  along  ¥ath  the 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers,  embarked  at  Madras 
for  England,  and  sailed  on  the  17th  October.  Colonel 
Baird  was  left  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  he  was 
appointed  brigadier-geperal.  The  fleet,  afta-  a  tedious  pas- 
sage, and  haying  touched  at  St  Helena  and  Cork,  entered 
the  river  Thames  in  August  1798,  after  which  the  7l6t 
was  removed  to  Leith,  and  thence  to  Stirling,  after  an  ab- 
sence of  nearly  eighteen  years  &om  their  native  country. 

Very  few  remained  of  the  men  who  had  originally  form- 
ed the  regiment  Of  the  original  officers,  the  follow- 
ing were  still  in  the  regiment:  Colonel  Baird,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel  Dalrymple,  Majors  the  Honoiuuble  John 
Lindsay  and  James  Robertson,  Brevet  Majors  John  Borth- 
wick  and  W.  C.  Gorrie,  and  Captains  David  Ross,  Hugh 
Cuthbert,  Roderick  and  Hugh  Mackenzie.  Although 
so  early  diminished  in  numbers  as  to  be  called  by  their 
general,  i»n  their  third  campaign,  tlie  *'  precious  remains 
of  the  brave  Madeod  Highlanders,^  they  attained  a  cha^ 
racter  sufficient  to  entitle  them  to  this  honourable  desig- 
nation. General  Coote,  for  some  reason  not  explained, 
early  in  the  war,  recommended  strongly  that  no  more 
Highlanders  should  be  sent  to  India.  The  q>inion  was 
probably  founded  on  the  sickly  state  in  which  the  Sd  bat- 
talion of  the  424  regiment,  and  Macleod^s  and  Seaforth'^s 
Highlanders,  had  reached  India,  and  their  inefficiency  for 
sometime  afterwards.  But  whatever  might  be*the  opinion 
of  this  able  officer  of  the  impropriety  of  ordering  put  more 
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Bien  of  the  8«|ie  description,  he  showed  no  want  of  oonfldence 
in  those  who  were  under  his  command.  On  the  contrary,  he 
always  jdaced  them  m  those  situations  in  which  the  severest 
trials  were  expected.  He  generally  kept  dose  to  this  corps 
in  every  action,  and  it  was  observed  that  he  was  seldom  sta- 
tionary except  on  their  ground.  In  all  changes  of  poidtion, 
and  in  every  movement  which  he  personally  directed,  when- 
ever his  personal  attendance  became  necessary  in  a  different 
part  of  the  field,  he  was  always  on  the  move  till  he  return* 
ed  to  the  78d.  It  was  on  one  of  these  occasions  that  he  so 
particularly  noticed  the  animated  manner  in  which  the 
jnper  played,  and  the  effect  produced  on  the  minds  of  the 
men  by  the  sound  of  their  native  music.  Previously  to 
this  be  had  no  very  favourable  idea  of  this  instrument, 
conceiving  it  an  useless  relic  of  the  barbarous  ages,  and 
not  in  any  manner  calculated  for  disciplined  troops.  But 
the  distinctness  with  which  hhe  shrill  sounds  pierced  and 
made  themselves  heard  through  the  noise  of  the  battle,  and 
the  influence  they  seemed  to  excite,  effected  a  total  change 
in  his  ojnnion. 

The  regimait  had  been  nearly  two  years  in  Scotland, 
when  circumstances  rendered  necessary  a  change  of  desig- 
nation, of  garb,  and  of  men.  However,  this  necessity  did 
not  immediately  exist,  for  although  recruiting  was  slow  dur- 
ing the  eighteen  months  the  head-quarters  were  at  Stirling, 
yet  when  the  regiment  was  removed  to  Ireland  in .  June 
1800,  they  rec^ved  600  volimteers  from  the  Scotch  Fenci- 
ble  r^;iments.  The  corps  was  thus  augmented  to  800  men, 
of  whom  600  were  Highlanders.  In  1804  a  second  bat- 
talion was  ordered  to  be  embodied  at  Dumbarton.  When 
this  battalion  was  removed  to  Glasgow,  it  was  so  successful 
in  recruiting,  under  the  command  of  Major  Archibald 
Campbell,  and  gained  so  much  the  good  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  it  acquired  the  name  of  the  *^  Glasgow  Highland 
Light  Infantry,^  an  occurrence  which  was  the  more  noticed, 
because  a  certain  class  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  populous 
city  have  seldom  shown  any  partiality  to  the  military. 
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HoweTer,  it  would  a{^Mar  that^  in  this  iii8t|ttioe,  the  par« 
tiality  was  marked.  The  oonsequenoe  wm  a  regular  supply 
of  recruits  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  first  battation,  whkh 
was  soon  to  be  employed  on  an  esqpeditiou  against  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope^  under  th^r  old  cwnmander,  Major-General 
Sr  Dayid  Baird.  This  batta&»,  under  LieutenantXolo- 
nel  Dennis  Pack,  was  now  in  a  most  eflSdent  seate,  and  con- 
sisted of  an  excellent  body  of  men  of  good  character,  and  in 
high  health  and  discipline. 

This  armament,  of  whose  proceedings  a  short  account 
will  appear  under  the  head  of  the  Sutherland  Regiment, 
sailed  from  Cork  on  the  fith  of  August  1805,  and  readied 
the  Capeof  Good  Hope  on  the  4th  of  January  1806u  The 
casualties  of  the  regimmt  on  this  occadon  were  6  rank  and 
file  killed,  and  Brevet  Lieutenant*Colonel  Bobert  Campbell, 
2  Serjeants,  and  67  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

When  the  government  bxA  garrison  of  this  conquest 
were  settled,  the  naval  and  militar)r  oonunanders  formed 
the  bold  resolution  of  attacking,  with  a  force  not  much  ex-- 
cceding  the  strength  of  one  fuU  battalion,  the  great  province 
of  Buenos  Ayres.  This  expedition  was  to  be  composed  of 
the  71st,  with  a  detachment  firom  a  fcwdgn  corps  at  the 
Cape,  5800  men  firom  the  garrison  of  St  Hdena,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  artillery,  all  under  the  command  of  Major-Ge- 
iieral  Beresford,  and  C<»nmodare  Sir  Home  Popham. 
The  troops  were  embarked,  and  sailed  on  the  14th  of  April 
1806,  and  reo^ving  the  expected  reinforcement  at  St  Hele« 
na,  reached  the  Bio  de  la  Plata  on  the  8th  of  June.  The 
commanders  having  determined  to  attack  Buenos  Ayres 
in  preference  to  Monte  Video,  passed  the  latter,  and  sail* 
ing  up  the  river,  anchored  on  the  S4th  opposite  to  the  city  ^ 
The  following  evening  the  troops  landed  without  opposi- 
tion ;  the  marines  ci  the  fleet  disembarked  at  the  same 
time,  making  the  cc»nbined  force  about  1,400  men.  The 
enemy  made  no  attempt  to  disturb  them,  and  next  fore- 
noon the  troops  moved  forward  to  the  village  of  Reduc- 
tion, where  the  enemy  had  taken  a  portion  on  the  brow  of 
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an  eminence,  from  whence  they  could  count  ev^iry  man 
marching  against  them.  The  smalfaiess  of  the  fonse  did  not 
induce  them  to  advance  to  the  attack,  or  to  make  a  resolute 
stand ;  for,  on  the  advance  of  the  Tlst  up  the  acclivity,  they 
retreated,  firing  only  a  few  shots,  by  which  Captain  Le 
Blanc,  1  Serjeant,  and  5  soldiers,  were  woimded.  The  ene* 
my  left  4  field-pieces  on  the  ground,  and  took  shelter  in 
Buenos  Ayres.  FoDowing  up  this  first  advantage,  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Rio  Chuelo  was  forced  on  the  27th  after  tome 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  who,  without  farther  resist- 
ance, surrendered  the  city  by  capitulation.  But  this 
easy  capture  was  difficult  to  preserve.  The  Spaniards  re- 
covered from  their  first  panic,  and,  encouraged  by  the  in- 
significance of  the  force  sent  against  them,  began  to  collect 
in  the  neighbourhood  about  the  beginning  of  August. 
The  first  body  consisted  of  1,500  men  commanded  by  M. 
Pueyreddon.  These  were  attacked  and  dispersed  by  Gene-w 
ral  Beresford,  with  a  detachment  of  the  Tlst,  and  the  corps 
of  St  Helena,  who  took  10  pieces  of  artiUeiy,  with  the  loss 
of  only  a  few  men  wounded. 

The  dispersed  troops,  however,  soon  collected,  and,  in  ashort  ^ 
time,  they  found  themselves  sufiiciently  strong  to  march  a- 
gainst  the  city,  and  on  the  10th  of  August  commenced  hos- 
tilities, by  surprising  and  cutting  off  a  Serjeant's  guard. 
On  the  11th  the  town  was  abandoned  by  the  British,  who 
took  shelter  in  the  fort ;  but  seeing  no  prospect  of  relief, 
and  being  cut  off  from  all  supplies  of  provi^on,  they  surren- 
dered by  capitulation  the  same  evening.  The  officers  were 
permitted  to  walk  about  on  parole,  and  were  quartered  on 
the  inhabitants ;  the  men  were  confined,  but  were  all  treat- 
ed with  the  usual  generosity  of  the  old  Spanish  character. 
This  treatment  continued  till  the  landing  of  Sir  Samuel 
Achmutty's  expedition  at  Monte  Video.  That  event,  as 
might  be  expected,  occasioned  more  severe  restrictions. 
The  officers  and  soldiers  were  removed  into  the  interior, 
where  they  remained  until  the  landing  of  General  White- 
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lock's  airray,  on  whose  capitulation  they  were  restored  to  li- 
berty, and  embarked  with  the  troops  for  England. 

The  loss  of  the  71st  in  the  attack  which  preceded  their 
surrender  was  Lieutenant  Mitchell  and  Ensign  Lucas,  kill- 
ed, and  91  non-commis^oned  officers  and  soldiers  killed 
and  wounded.  The  regiment  did  not  lose  many  men  by 
sickness,  but  S5  men  deserted  and  joined  the  Spaniards 
while  they  were  prisoners  up  the  country,  exhibiting  a  very 
disgraceful  contrast  to  the  conduct  of  their  brave  and  bet- 
ter principled  predecessors,  of  the  original  stock  of  the  corps, 
under  much  more  trying  circumstances,  in  the  dungeons  of 
Hyder  Ali. 

The  regiment  landed  in  Ireland,  and  mardied  to  Middle- 
ton,  and  afterwards  to  Cork,  where  they  were  joined  by  a 
reinforcement  of  SCO  good  men  from  the  2d  battalion, 
thus  augmenting  their  number  to  9^0  effective  men ;  and 
on  the  21st  of  April  1808,  they  received  new  colours  in- 
stead of  those  surrendered  at  Buenos  Ayres.  l^hey  were 
delivered  to  the  regiment  with  an  animated  address  by  Ge- 
neral Floyd^  who  had  frequently  witnessed  their  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  India.  * 

*  This  respectable  veteran  concluded  his  address  to  the  r^inent 
thus:  "  You  now  stand  on  this  parade^  in  defiance  of  the  allurements 
held  out  to  base  desertion,  f  You  are  endesred  to  the  army,  and  to  your 
country.    You  ensure  the  esteem  of  all  true  soldiers,  and  all  good  men. 

"  It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  have  witnessed,  in  a  remote  part 
of  the  worlds  the  early  glories  of  the  71st  regiment  in  the  field,  and  it 
is  with  great  satisfaction  I  now  meet  you  again  with  replenished  ranks,  x 
arms  in  your  hands,  and  stout  hearts  in  your  bosoms.  Look  for- 
ward, officers  and  soldiers,  to  the  achievement  of  new  honours,  and  the 
acquirement  of  fresh  fame.  Officers,  bo  the  friends  and  guardians  of 
these  brsve  men  committed  to  your  charge.  Soldiers,  give  your  con- 
fidence to  your  officers ; — they  have  shared  with  you  the  chances  of 
war ;— they  have  bled  along  with  you.  Preserve  your  raiment's  repu- 
tation in  the  field,  early  and  gloriously  gained,  and  be,  like  them,  regu- 
lar in  quarters. 

**  I  present  the  Royal  Colours. — ^This  is  the  King's  Standard.  I 
now  present  your  Regimental  Colours.— May  honour  and  victory  ever 
attend  you !" 

f  Allnding  to  their  conduct,  in  contrast  to  those  ivhodeserted  to  the  Spaniards. 
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The  legiment  had  an  early  opportunity  of  proving  that 
they  were  good  representatives  and  successors  of  ^^  the 
precious  remains  of  Macleod^s  brave  Highlanders,^  and  that 
the  Generates  address  was  not  thrown  away  on  men  who 
were  either  regardless  or  undeserving.      In  July,   they 
formed  a  part  of  the  force  embarked  at  Cork  for  Portugal, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant*General   Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley.     The  fleet  sailed  on  the  13th,  having  on  board 
the  5th,  9th^  S6th,  SSOi,  40th,  45tb,  60th,  (5th  battalion,) 
Tlst,  91st,   95th,  4th  veteran  battalion,  and  2(Hh  light 
dragoons,  with  Major-Generals  Bowland  Hill  and  Ronald 
C.  Ferguson,  and  Brigadier-General  J.  C.  Crawford,  in  all 
about  10,000  men.      After  some  delay  the  troops  landed, 
early  in  August,  in  Mondego  Bay.     In  a  few  days  5,000 
men  fit>m  Gibraltar,  under  Major-General  Brent  Spencer, 
joined  the  army.     On  the  9th,  General  Wellesley  made  a 
forward  movement  towards  Lisbon,  and  on  the  11th  he  was 
joined  by  6,000  Portuguese,  who  were,  however,  unable 
to  proceed,  being  unprovided  with  provisions  and  military 
equipments.      The  Frendi,  und^  General  Laborde,   a* 
mounting  to  more  than  5,000  men,  retired  as  the  British 
General  advanced.     On  the  14th  he  reached  Caldas,  push- 
ing forward  4  companies  of  the  60th  and  rifle  corps,  to  occu- 
py the  village  of  Brilos,  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  drove 
them  from  it,  and  thus  in  a  rencontre  of  advanced  posts, 
oommenced  a  series  of  battles  and  operations  unexampled 
IB  British  warfiRre  since  the  campaigns  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,    "    who   never  lost  a  battle,    who    never 
was  forced   to  raise   a  siege,  and  who  never  failed    in 
any  negotiation  he  attempted.^     It  was  unexampled  also 
in  the  opportunity  it  afforded  the  British  army  of  act- 
ing on  an  extended  and  contintious  scale  of  important 
movements,  and  in  giving  scope  for  the  full  exertion  of 
the  talents  of  the  General  and  his  officers,  and  for  the 
courage  and  firmness  of  his  soldiers.     On  no  occasion,  since 
Queen  Anne^s  successful  wars,  had  the  soldiers  of  Britain 
audi  a  field  of  exertion  laid  open ;  and  to  what  extent  they 


154  MACLEOD'S  HIO&LANDBB8. 

supported  the  honour  of  their  country  will  be  seen  in  a  suc- 
cession of  nx  years^  campaigns,  (with  the  short  interval  subse- 
quent to  the  Convention  of  Cintra,)  commencing  at  Brilos 
in  Portugal  in  1808,  and  ending  on  the  heights  of  Toulouse 
in  1814.  Success  was  sometimes  succeeded  by  reverses, 
but  reverses  so  quickly  repaired,  that  the  army  returned 
again  to  the  charge^  with  renovated  vigour  and  force,  as  if 
ihe'checkor  retreat  had  only  been  a  suspension  c^  fatigue, 
for  refreshment  or  to  receive  reinforcements. 

In  the  affair  of  Brilos,  the  impetuority  of  the  troops,  not 
yet  tempered  by  experience,  led  them  too  far;  and  Lieu- 
tenant Bunbury  and  a  few  privates  of  the  rifle  corps  were 
killed ;  and  thus  this  young  officer  and  his  soldiers  had 
the  honour  of  being  the  first  who  fell  in  this  memorable  war. 
Many  valuable  lives  have  been  lost,  but  the  sacrifice  will  not 
be  considered  too  great  when  we  reflect  upon  the  importance 
of  the  object,  both  to  the  military  renown  and  the  strength 
of  the  country.  A  generation  will  supply  the  loss  of  men, 
which  will  soon  be  forgotten,  but  not  so  the  honour  of 
our  country  and  the  glory  of  our  arms. 

On  the  advance  from  Brilos,  on  the  17th,  the  enemy  were 
seen  in  position  on  the  heights  of  Roleia,  commanding  the 
n>ad  which  the  British  must  pass.  These  heights  appeared 
from  below  almost  inaccessible.  They  were  steep  and 
covered  with  brushwood,  such  as  is  common  in  Portugal, 
with  only  a  narrow  path  leading  to  the  summit,  which  was 
occupied  by  6,000  men.  This  was  a  formidable  position, 
but  General  Wellesley,  trusting  to  the  courage  of  his 
troops,  and  with  that  firm  and  prompt  decision,  which  he 
afterwards  exhibited  in  such  perfection  on  so  many  great 
occasions,  resolved  to  attack  instantly,  judging  that,  should 
he  drive  the  enemy  from  a  position,  chosen  by  them- 
selves as  the  most  defensible,  their  confidence  would  be 
lowered  by  the  defeat,  while,  in  the  same  proportion,  that  of 
his  own  troops  would  be  confirmed  by  success,  against  sueh 
natural  and  apparently  insurmountable  obstructions.  The 
attack  was  made,  and  the  enemy]  driven  from  his  position, 
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brigades  who  first  aMniated  the  hill,  the  face  of  wUch  was 
completely  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  French,  but  without 
eflPect,  as  they  were  forced  to  retreat  at  all  points.  The 
weight  of  the  action  fell  upon  the  6th,  9th,  and  S9th  regi- 
ments, the  riflemen  of  the  60th  and  95th,  and  the  flank 
companies  of  General  Hill^s  brigade. 

The  Tlst  was  not  engaged,  but  on  the  21st  at  Vimiera, 
being  then  in  Major-General  R.  Ferguson'^s  brigade,  with 
the  86th  and  40th,  the  regiment  was  actively  and  conspi- 
cuously occupied,  fulfilling  amply  the  expectaUon  formed  of 
them  by  General  Floyd  when  he  presented  the  colours  a  few 
months  before.  They  were  also  present  when,  in  the  ad- 
vance of  *^  Major-General  Ferguson^s  brigade,  six  pieces 
of  cannon  were  taken  from  the  enemy,  with  many  prisoners, 
and  vast  numbers  killed  and  wounded.  In  this  battle,  al- 
though not  more  than  one-half  of  the  British  army  was  en« 
gaged,  and  although  the  enemy  was  much  superior  both  in 
cavalry  and  artillery,  he  sustain^  a  signal  defeat.*"* 

Such  was  the  auspicious  commencement  of  the  Peninsu* 
lar  campaigns,  in  the  whole  of  which  the  71st  shared.  In 
every  action  where  it  was  particularly  engaged,  or  called 
upon  to  meet  the  enemy,  its  conduct  was  uniformly  pruse- 
worthy.  As,  however,  the  number  of  Scotch  and  High- 
landers in  it  was  abdut  this  time  reduced  to  560,  and,  as  it 
seems  all  hopes  of  recruiting  its  ranks  from  the  population 
that  had  formerly  filled  them  were  given  up,  this  r^^imeni 
now  assumed  a  new  dengnation,  and  took  a  new  uniforra* 
It  ceases,  accordingly,  to  come  widiin  the  range  of  my  plan, 
and  I  resign  the  task  with  the  more  regret,  when  I  reflect  cm 
the  reasons  assigned  for  the  change,— that  a  supply  of  men 
cannot  be  obtained  from  the  Highlands  There  must 
have  happened  a  metandidly  revolution  since  the  days  whcB 
Lord  Madeod  the  exile,  without  fortune,  but  not  without 
friends,  found  himself  possessed  of  a  more  enviable  influ- 

'  Geaeral  Wellcsley's  Diiipatche^. 
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enoe  than  that  of  wealth,«— *the  influence  which  proceeds  firom 
personal  respect  and  disinterested  attachment 
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1778. 

In  the  month  of  December  1777|  letters  of  service  were 
granted  to  Colonel  John  Campbell  of  Barbreck  to  raise  a 
regiment  in  Argyleshire.  This  officer,  who  had  served  as 
captain  and  major  of  Fraser^s  Highlanders  in  the  Seven 
Years^  War,  was  now  appointed  to  superintend  the  recruit- 
ing of  this  corps,  with  power  to  select  and  recommend  such 
officers  as  were  most  likely  to  be  successful  in  procuring 
men. 

I  have  already  mentioned  that  the  county  of  Argyle  in- 
cludes so  many  islands,  and  on  the  main  land  is  so  inter- 
sected by  long  and  wide  arms  of  the  sea,  that  the  people, 
contrary  to  the  disposition  of  other  Highlanders,  are  more 
inclined  to  the  naval  than  to  the  land  service.  According- 
ly, in  this  regiment,  there  were  a  greater  number  of  Low- 
landers  than  in  any  other  of  the  same  description  raised  at 
this  period.  But  although,  from  local  circumstances,  the 
low«r  orders  of  Argyleshire  are  less  inclined  to  the  land  ser- 
vice, this  is  far  from  being  the  case  with  the  gentlemen  of 
the  county.  On  the  present  occasicm,  all  the  officers  except 
four  were  Hi^anders,  while  of  the  soldiers  only  590  were 
of  the  same  country,  the  others  being  from  Glasgow,  and 
the  western  districts  of  Scotland.  The  name  of  Campbell, 
a$  might  be  expected  in  an  Argyleshire  r^ment,  mustered 
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Strong ;  the  three  field-officer^  six  captains,  and  fourteen 
subalterns,  being  of  that  name«  • 

The  regiment,  mustering  960,  rank  and  file,  was  inspect- 
ed at  Glasgow  by  General  Skene,  in  the  month  of  May 
1778.  They  embarked  at  Greenock  in  August,  and  land- 
ed  at  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  remained  garrison* 
ed  with  the  80th,  or  Edinburgh,  and  the  8@d,  or  Buke  of 
Hamilton'^s  regiment ;  the  whole  being  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Francis  Maclean. 

In  spring  1779,  the  flank  companies  in  garrison  at  Hali- 
fax  were  ordered  to  head-quarters  at  New  York,  the  grena- 
dier company  of  the  74th  b^g  commanded  by  Captain 
Ludoyick  Colquhoun  of  Luss,  and  the  light  company  by 
Captain  Campbell  of  Bulnabie.  They  joined  the  army 
immedi|itely  before  the  si^e  of  Charlestown^ 

In  June  of  the  same  year,  the  battalion  companies,  with 
a  detachment  of  the  82d  regiment,  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Maclean,  embarked  from  Halifax,  and 
took  possession  of  Penobscot,  with  the  intention  of  establish- 
ing a  post  tKere.  The  brigadier  had  not  completed  his  de- 
fences, when  a  hostile  fleet  £rom  Boston,  commanded  by 
Commodore  Saltonstat,  with  S,500  troops  en  board,  under 
Brigadiar-rGeneral  Liovel,  appeared  in  the  bay.  This  force 
eflTected  a  landing,  on  the  28th  of  July,  cm  the  peninsula, 
where  the  fort  was  building,  and  immediately  proceeded  to 
erect  batteries  for  a  regular  siege.     These  operations  were 

*  Among  the  officers  was  the  chief  of  the  Maoquarries.  This  gen- 
tleman was  sixty-two  yean  of  age  when  he  entered  the  army  in  1778. 
Although  flo  far  advanced  in  life,  he  was  healthy,  actiye,  and  perfectly 
capable  of  executing  any  daty  of  his  new  profession.  He  died  in  1817, 
la.  his  lOSd  year,  the  last  of  a  long  line,  which)  although  possessing  but 
a  small  property,  and  surrounded  by  the  powerful  chieft  of  the  Maodon- 
alds  of  the  fsles,  Macleans,  Campbells,  &c.,  had  preserred  itself  entire, 
nd  in  uninterrupted  succession,  for  a  period  of  nearly  600  years.  The 
chi^of  Maoquanie  of  the  fburteenth  century  was  particularly  distin- 
guished under  Robert  Bruce  at  Bannockhwu.  The  last  of  this  race 
was  obliged  to  dispose  of  his  property,  which  was  the  cause  of  his  en- 
tering the  army  at  so  late  a  period  of  life ;  and  dying  without  male  is- 
sue, the  direct  line  became  extinct 
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fi^uently  interrupted  by  partioB  from  the  fert.  General 
Maclean  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  strengthen  his  po« 
sition.  Bdng  well  supported  by  his  troops,  he  kept  the 
enemy  in  eheck,  and  preserved  his  oommuaicBtioD  with 
the  flipping,  which  they  attempted  to  cut  off.  In  this 
Bumner,  much  skirmishing  ensued,  but  with  no  import- 
ant result,  till  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  August,  when 
Commodore  Sir  George  CoUiar  appeared  in  the*bay,  with  a 
fleet  intended  for  the  relief  of  the  post  This  accession  of 
strength  disconcerting  the  enemy,  and  completely  destroy- 
ing their  hopes,  they  quickly  decamped,  and  retired  to  their 
ships ;  but,  being  unable  to  re-embark  all  the  troops,  those 
who  remained,  along  with  the  sailors  of  several  vessels 
which  had  run  aground  in  their  hurry  to  escape,  formed 
themselves  into  a  body,  and  endeavoured  to  penetrate 
through  the  woods.  In  the  course  of  this  attempt,  they 
ran  short  of  proviaons,  quarrelled  among  themselves,  and, 
coming  to  blows,  fired  on  each  other  till  their  ammunition 
was  expended.  Upwards  of  sixty  men  were  killed  andwound- 
ed;  the  rest  dispersed  in  the  woods,  numbers  perishing  be- 
fore they  could  reach  an  inhabited  country.  The  object  of 
the  expedition  was  thus  completely  frustrated. 

The  conduct  of  General  Maclean  and  his  troops  met  with 
high  approbation  ;  and  in  his  dispatch,  giving  an  account 
o£  the  attack  and  defeat  of  the  enemy,  he  particularly  no- 
ticed the  exertions  and  zeal  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alex- 
ander Campbell  of  the  74th,  and  Lieutenant  Crawford  of 
the  8£d  regiments.  The  loss  of  the  gan^ison  was  2  Serjeants 
and  S3  privates  killed,  and  two  lieutenants,  3  Serjeants, 
and  S9  privates,  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  74th  was  S 
Serjeants,  and  14  privates,  killed,  and  17  rank  and  file 
wounded.  t 

General  Maclean,  with  the  detachment  of  the  82d,  return- 
ed to  Halifax,  and  left  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  of 
Monzie,  with  the  74th,  at  Penobscot,  where  they  remdned 
till  the  peace.     On  this  occurrence,  they  embarked  for  Eng- 
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land,  and  landed  at  Portsmouth,  whesoe  they  were  marched 
for  Stirling,  and  reduced  in  the  autumn  of  1788 ;  the  flank 
companies^  who  had  been  detached,  having  previously  join- 
ed them. 


SEVENTY-SIXTH   BEeiMSNT, 

OB 
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Id  December  1777,  letters  of  service  were  issued  to  Lord 
Macdonald  to  raise  a  regiment  in  the  Highlands  and  Isles, 
allowing  him  the  same  military  rank  as  the  Earl  of  Sea- 
forth  and  Lord  Macleod,  by  whose  influence  so  many  men 
had  been  added  to  the  military  strength  of  the  country. 
In  such  cases,  gentlemen  had  been  promoted  to  high  rank 
in  the  army^  wi'thout  going  through  the  previous  grada- 
tions. As  Lord  Macdonald  declined  this  rank,  he  reoom- 
mended  Major  John  Macdonell  of  Lodigarry,  who  was  ac- 
cordingly appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant.  But 
although  his  Lordship  had  no  military  rank,  his  influence 
was  extensively  and  successfully  exerted  to  complete  the  re- 
giment ;  and,  having  made  a  good  selection  of  officers  from 
tho.  families  of  Macdonalds  of  Glenco,  Morrar,  Boisdale, 
and  others  of  his  own  clan,  and  likewise  from  those  of 
others,  as  Mackinnon,  Fraser  of  Culduthel,  Cameron  of  Cal- 
lart,  &c.,  760  Highlanders  were  raised.  The  company  of 
Captain  Bruce  was  principally  raised  in  Ireland.  Captains 
Cunningham  of  Craigend,  and  Montgomery  Cunningham, 
as  well  as  Lieutenant  Samuel  Graham,  raised  their  men  in 
the  low  country.    These  amounted  to  nearly  SOO  men,  and 
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were  kept  together  in  two  companies ;  while  Captain  Bruoe^s 
company  formed  a  third.  In  this  manner,  each  race  were 
kept  distinct.  The  whole  amounted  to  1^066  men,  includ- 
ing non-commissioned  officers  and  drummers,  and  were  in- 
spected, and  reported  complete,  by  Lieutenant^General 
Skene  at  Inverness,  in  March  1778,  and  immediately  after- 
wards removed  to  Fort  George,  under  the  command  of  Ma- 
jor Donaldson. 

The  regiment  remmned  twelve  months  in  Fort  George^ 
under  the  guidance  of  Major  Donaldson,  an  officer  admira- 
bly calculated  to  command  and  train  a  body  of  young  High- 
landers. Being  a  native  of  the  country,  and  having  served 
for  nineteen  years  as  adjutant  and  captain  in  the  42d  regi- 
ment, he  had  a  full  knowledge  of  their  character  and  habits. 
In  March  1779,  the  corps  was  removed  to  Perth,  and  re- 
viewed there  on  the  10th  by  General  Skene.  Being  com- 
plete  in  number,  and  in  a  high  state  of  discipline,  they  were 
marched  to  Burntisland,  where  they  embarked  on  the  17th 
of  March.  In  this  place  the  men  evinced  an  unmilitary 
spirit,  owing  to  some  complaints  relative  to  a  non-payment 
of  bounty  and  arrears  of  pay.  The  particulars  of  this 
transaction  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Lieutenant^Colonel  Macdonell  having  been  taken  prison- 
er on  the  passage  home  from  America,  where  he  had  been 
serving  with  Fraser'^s  Highlanders,  and  Major  Donaldson'^s 
state  of  health  being  such  as  not  to  allow  him  to  embark, 
the  command  devolved  on  Major  Lord  Berndale,  who  ac- 
companied the  regiment  to  New  York,  where  they  landed 
in  August. 

The  regiment  touched  at  Portsmouth.  While  they  lay 
at  Spithead,  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on  Jersey  ;  in  con- 
sequence of  which,  the  transports,  with  the  76th  on  board, 
were  ordered  to  the  relief  of  that  island.  When  they  were 
on  the  passage.  Lord  Berndale  gave  orders  that  the  men 
should  not  take  their  broadswords  on  shore,  and  that  the 
cheers  should  not  land  in  the  Highland  dress,  but  directed, 
however,  that  the  or4^rs  should  not  be  disclosed  to  the  men 


MACDONiiLD's  HIGHLANDERS.  161 

till  the  moment  at  which  they  were  to  land,  influenced,  pro- 
bably, by  an  apprehenaon  of  their  not  Mashing  to  part  with 
their  swords ;  but  the  officers  were  verbally  told  of  the  com- 
manding officer'^s  wishes.  During  the  night  on  which  they 
approached  the  island,  the  men  did  not  sleep,  but  were  bu- 
sily engaged  in  preparing  for  the  landing.  Their  swords 
seemed  the  objects  of  their  particular  attention,  as  they  de- 
voted most  of  their  time  to  sjiarpening  and  putting  them  in 
the  best  possible  order.  Next  morning,  some  of  the  officers 
appeared  in  the  Highland  dress,  and  all  the  men  with  their 
broad  swords*  When  they  were  informed-of  the  orders,  they 
said  that  it  might  be  so,  but  they  hoped  that,  God  willing, 
they  would  be  allowed  to  iBght  with  the  arms,  and  die  in  the 
dress,  of  their  country  and  of  their  forefathers. 

But  fthe  French  being  repulsed  before  the  regiment 
reached  Jersey,  they,  returned  to  Portsmouth,  and  proceed- 
ed on  their  voyage  to  America.  On  their  arrival  there  the 
flank  companies  were  attached  to  the  battalion  of  that  de- 
scription. The  battalion  companies  remained  between 
New  York  and  Staten  Island  till  February  1781,  when 
they  embarked  irith  a  detachment  of  the  army,  commanded 
by  Major-General  Phillips,  for  Virginia;  the  light  com- 
pany being  in  the  second  battalion  of  light  infantry,  it  form- 
ed a  part  of  this  army ;  the  grenadiers  remained  at  N^w 
York. 

This  year.  Major  Lord  Berridale,  on  the  decease  of  his 
father,  became  Earl  of  Caithness,  and  accompanied  the 
aony,  as  a  volunteer,  to  Charlestown,  was  severely  wounded 
at  the  siege  of  that  place,  and  soon  after  returned  to  Scot- 
land. The  command  of  the  regiment  devolved  on  the  Ho- 
nourable Major  (now  Lieutenant-General)  Needhara,  who 
had  purchased  Major  Donalds^n^s  commission. 

The  detachment  landed  at  Portsmouth,  in  Virginia,  in 
March,  and  joined  the  troops  under  Brigadier-General 
Arnold.  In  May  they  formed  a  junction  with  the  army 
under  Lord  Comwallis.  When  the  soldiers  of  the  76th  re- 
giment found  themselves  with  an  army  which  had  been  en- 

VOL.  II.  i« 


162  macdonald's  Highlanders. 

gaged  in  the  most  incessant  and  fatiguing  marches  through 
difficult  and  hostile  countries,  they  appeared  to  look  down 
upon  themselves  as  having  done  nothing  which  could  signa- 
lize and  enaUe  them  to  return  to  their  country  and  friends 
with  that  reputation  which  their  countrymen,  and  brother 
soldiers,  had  acquired.  ^^  And  they  were  often  heard"  mur- 
muring among  themselves,  lamenting  th^  lot,  and  express* 
ing  the  strongest  desire  to  distinguish  themselves.  This 
was  particularly  observable*  and  their  regrets  greatly 
heightened  when  visited  by  the  men  of  Fraser^s  Highland- 
ers, who  had  been  in  so  many  actions  to  the  southward.^ 
However,  they  soon  had  the.  opportunity  which  they  had  so 
much  desired,  and  the  spirit  with  which  they  availed  them- 
selves of  it,  showed  that  no  more  was  wanting  to  prove  that 
they  were  good  and  brave  soldiers.  On  this  occasion  they 
were  fortunate  in  being  in  Uie  brigade,  of  Colonel  Thomas 
Dundas,  whose  spirited  example  would  have  animated  any 
soldier  ;  but  in  this  instance  no  excitement  wal^  neces- 
sary.. On  the  evening  of  the  6th*  of  July,  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette,  eager  to  signalize  himself  in  the  cause  of  his 
new  friends,  and  ignprant  of  the  f uU  strength  of  those  he 
was  about  to  attack,  pushed  forward  a  strong  corps,  forced 
the  picquets,  who  made  an  admirable  resistance,  and  drew 
up  in  front  of  the  British  line.  * 

A  smart  engagement  immediately  ensued,  the  weight  of 

*  The  picquets  in  front  of  the  army  that  morning  consisted  of 
twenty  men  of  the  76tfi^  and  ten  of  the  80th^  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Balvaird  of  the  latter  regiment.  He  was  killed  by  the  first  fire>  and 
another  officer  also  on  this  duty  was  mortally  wounded.  When  the 
attack  on  the  picquets  commenced^  Colonel  Dundas  ordered  Lieutenant 
and  Adjutant  Wemysa  to  reinforce  them  with  fifteen  men  of  the  High- 
landers. On  marching  forward,  he  found  the  party  without  an  officer, 
and  therefore  remained  and  defended  the  post  till  himself  and  every 
individual  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  When  Lieutenant  Wemyss 
was  appointed  Adjutant,  he  found  the  want  of  the  Graelic  language  a 
great  disadvantage,  as  more  than  500  of  the  Highlanders  spoke  no 
English.  By  frequent  communication  with  the  men,  and  by  apjdi- 
cation  on  his  part,  he  acquired  the  language,  and  allowing  for  some 
slight  peculiarities  of  accent,  spoke  it  nearly  as  well  as  a  native. 
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which  WAS  sustained  by  the  left  of  Colonel  Dundas^s  bri- 
gade,  consisting  of  the  76th  and  80th,  both  young  regi- 
ments, And  it  so  happened  that,  while  the  right  of  the  line 
was  covered  with  woods,  they  were  drawn  up  in  an  open 
field,  and  exposed  to  the  attack  of  La  Fayette  with  a  chosen 
body  6{  troops.  '^  They  made  their  debut  in  a  very  gal- 
lant style :  The  76th  being  on  the  left,  and  Lord  Com- 
wallis,  coming  up  in  rear  of  the  regiment,  gave  tlie  word  to 
charge,  which  was  immediately  repeated  by  the  Highland- 
ers, who  rushed  forward  with  their  usual  impetuoaty,  and 
dedded  the  matter  in  ail  instant.^  The  enemy  were  com- 
pletely routed,  leaving  their  cannon,  and  three  hundred  men 
killed  and  wounded,  behind  them.  The  conduct  of  Colonel 
Dundas  and  his  brigade  was  noticed  with  great  approba- 
tion, and  it  was  also  remarked  that  the  Americans,  on  this 
occasion,  exhibited  more^han  usual  bravery  and  skill  under 
thdr  gallant  French  commander. 

Soon  after*  this  affair  Lord  Com  wallis,  wishing  to  throw 
forward  an  effective  body  of  infantry  to  act  with  the  caval- 
ry, ordered  a  detachment  of  400  chosen  men,  from  the 
76th,  to  be  mounted  on  such  horses  as  could  be  procured. 
Horses  were  soon  found,  but  saddles  and  bridles  were  more 
difficult  to  be  had.  The  whole  were,  however,  mounted  (al- 
though four-fifths  of  the  men  had  never  been  on  horseback 
before)  and  marched  forward  with  Tarleton'^s  Legion.  As  the 
horses  were  intended  only  for  expedition,  the  Highland  dra- 
goofis  were  to  dismount  when  in  presence  of  the  enemy.  Af- 
ter several  forced  marches,  far  more  fatiguing  to  these  men 
than  any  they  ever  performed  on  foot,  they  retumed  to  the 
army  heartily  tired  of  their  new  mode  of  travelling.  No 
other  service  was  destined  for  the  76th  until  the  siege  and 
surrender  of  Yorktown  in  1781 ,  which  has  already  been 

shortly  noticed  in  the  article  on  Fraser^s  Highlanders.  * 

• 
*  WhEe  the  officers  of  the  76th  were  sitting  at  dinner  duriqgthe 
siege,  the  enemy  opened  a  new  battery,  the  first  shot  from  which  en- 
tering the  mess-room,  killed  Lieutenant  Robertson  on  the  spot,  and 
woifnded  Lieatenant  Shaw  and  Quartermaster  Barday.     It  also  struck 
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.  After  the  surrender  of  Lprd  Comwallis'd  anny,  the  kind- 
ness luid  attention  of  th^  French  officers  were  most  honour- 
able. ^^  Their  delicate  sensibility  of  oiir  situation,  and  their 
generous  and  pressing  offers  of  money,  both  public  and  pri- 
vate, to  any  amount,  have  really  gone  beyond  what  I  can 
possibly  describe,  and  will, 'I  hope,  make  an  impression  on 
the  breast  of  every  British  officer,  whenever  the  fortune  of 
war  shaU  put  any  of  them  into  our  power."*  * 

After  this  unhappy  surrender,  the  76th  was  marched  in 
detachments,  as  prisoners,  to  dijPerent  parts  of  Virginia, 
where  they  met  with  many  of  th^ir  emigrant  countrymen, 
by  whom,  as  well  as  by  -the  Americans,  every  endeavour 
was  used,  and  many  tempting  offers  made,  to  {»'evail  on 
the  soldiers  to  break  their  allegiance  and  became  subjects' 
of  the  American  government.  Yet  not  a  single  Highland- 
er allowed  himself  to  be  seduced,  by  these  ofPers,  from  the 
duty  which  he  had  engaged  to  discbarge  to  his  King  and 
country,  ^f- 

They  were  afterwards  embarked  for  New  York,  sailed 
thence  for  Scotland,  and  were  disbanded  in  March  173^ 
at  Stirling  Castle. 

If,  owing  to  accidental  circumstances,  the  services  of  this 
respectable  regiment  were  not  so  brilliant  as  those  of  others 
who  had  more  frequent  rencounters  with  the  enemy,  yet, 
from  their  physical  strength,  character,  and  general  con- 
duct, the  men  certainly  exhibited  the  necessary  qualifica- 
tioi^s  for  any  military  service.  Their  courage  in  the  field 
wgs  only  once  put  to  the  proof,  and  we  have  seen  how  it 
was  displayed.      Their  conduct  in  quarters  stood  a  (rial  of 

• 

Assistant  Commissary- General  Parkins,  who  happened  to  dine  there 
that  day.  He  requested  that  his  'Will,  which  was  in  his  quarters,  but 
npt  signed,  should  be  instantly  sent  for.  This  was  accordingly  done, 
and  when  it  was  brought  to  bim,  he  bad  sufficient  strengdi  to  put  bis 
hand  to  it,  and  to  request  some  of  the  oncers  present  to  sign  as  wit* 
nessesy  when  he  expired. 

*  Lord^  Comwallis'tf  Dispatch. 

f  This  is  certified  by  officers  who  were  also  prisoners,  and  eye-wit* 
nesses  of  this  honourable  regard  to  principle. 
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mx  years,  and  during  that  period,  there  were  only  four  in- 
stances of  corporal  punishments  inflicted  on  the  Highlanders 
of  the  regiment;  amounting  to  more  than  760  men,  and  per- 
haps  it  may  be  a  matter  of  extenuation,  in  a  moral  point  of 
view,  to  add,  that  these  were  for  military  offences.  Thefts 
and  other  crimes,  implying  moral  turpitude,  were  totally 
unknown. 

It  is  grateful  to  the  feelings  thus  to  find  a  numerous 
body  of  men  preserving  their  virtuous  principles  entire,  and 
that,  too,  in  a  profession  supposed  to  be  destructive  of  such 
habits,  and  in  which,  indeed,  depravity  and  dissipation 
sometimes  prevsul  to  such  a  degree,  that  the  severest 
punishments  alone  can  curb  them.  Among  these  ho- 
nourable soldiers,  any  restrictions  or  coercion  of  a  more 
severe  nature  were  seldom  called  for,  beyond  that  which 
a  father  would  exercise  towards  his  children ;  such  as  a 
temporary  privation  of  some  comfort,  the  prohibition  of 
some  favourite  amusement,  or  the  mention  of  the  shame 
their  misconduct  would  bring  on  themselves,  as  well  as  on 
their  country,  their  relations,  and  friends. 
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1778. 

The  influence  possessed  by  the  family  of  AtlioU  in  the 
Highlands  of  Perthshire  has  been  noticed  in  the  prelimina- 
ry sketch  of  the  character  and  manners  of  the  Highlanders. 
This  influence  was  so  extensive,  that  the  Duke  of  AthoU 
could,  at  one  period,  command  the  personal  services  of  d,000 
men  in  arms ;  and,  on  important  occasions,  as  in  the  begin- 
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ning  of  the  last  century,  this  number  could  be  augmented  to 
^'  69OOO  of  the  best  men  in.  the  kingdom,  well  armed,  and 
ready  to  sacrifice  their  all  for  the  King^s  service.^  * 

As  the  exercise  of  such  power  was  almost  too  great  for 
any  subject,  it  was  found  necessary  to  reduce  it  by  legal 
authority  ;  but  though  law  deprived  chiefs  of  their  power, 
it  could  not,  for  many  years,  destroy  the  great  influence 
they  enjoyed,  founded  on  the^ voluntary  attachment  and  fi- 
delity of  their  people.  It  is  unnecessary  to  recur  to  the 
many  instances  I  have  already  given  of  this  diaii^erested  fi- 
delity, of  which  the  period  in  questkm,  thirty  years  after  the 
law  had  abrogated  all  power  formerly  vested  in  chiefs  and 
great  landed. proprietors,  afforded  several  very  striking  and 
not-to-be-forgotten  examples. 

In  times  when  so  many  northern  patriots  stepped  for- 
ward in  the  service  of  their  country,  the  young  Duke  of 
AthoU  was  equally  ready,  and  Government,  acceding  to 
his  application  for  authority  to  raise  a  regiment  of  High- 
landers for  general 'service,  with  power  to  appoint  ofiipers.; 
a  corps  of  1,000  men  was  'soon  recruited,  and  embodied  at 
Perth,  Colonel  James  Murray,  son  of  Lord  George  Mur- 
ray, and  uncle  to  the  Duke  of  Atholl,  being  appointed  co- 
lonel. 

This  was  a  respectable  corps,  both  in  point  of  ofiicers  and 
men.  The  former  were  young  and  spirited  ;  the  latter  of 
the  best  description,  in  respect  of.  morals,  bodily  strength, 
and  personal  appearance ;  but,  unluckily,  it  wa»  not  their 
fortune  to  prove  in  the  field  how  much  these  qualities  con- 
duce to  military  success.  But  as  they  were  exemplary  in 
quarters,  attached  and  obedient  to  their  ofiicers,  (with  one 
exception^ -f-)  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the  usual  qualities 
of  the  Highland  soldier  would  have  been  displayed  by  them 
in.  the  field. 

In  June  1778  they  were  marched  to  Port-Patrick,  and 
thence  were  transported  to  Ireland,  where  they  were  quar- 
tered during  the  whole  war,  being  thus  deprived  of  that  ap^ 

*  Lockhart  Papers.  f  See  Appendix. 
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portunity  of  disdnguiahiiigthemselYes  in  active  service,  which 
every  enterprising  soldier  so  much  desires. 
'  Tlie  Atholl  Highlanders  had  every  advantage  of  disci* 
pline  while  commanded  by  Colonel  Grord<Hi,  an  officer  of 
great  experience,  and  firmness  of  character,  though  toe 
much  of  the  German  school  for  a  l^ighland  regiment. 
But  although  he  was  of  a  temper  to  trust  little  to  the  na- 
tive character  of  his  men,  and  too  apt  to  enforce  his  orders 
with  a  strictness  which  did  not  always  yield  to  circumstan* 
ces,  he  seldom  had  occasion  to  resort  to  corporal  punish- 
ment.  The  honouraUe  feelings  with  which  the  soldiers 
were  animated,  gave,  him  a  sufficient  hold  of  them  without 
resorting  to  sudi  unpleasant  means  of  coercion,  thf  dis- 
grace attendant  on  disorderly  conduct  beihg  in  general  a 
sufficient  restraint.  It  is  creditable  to  the  character  of  the 
regiment,  that,  under  so  dose  an  observer  of  their  discipline, 
too  much  accustomed  to  look  on  soldiers  as  pieces  of  ma- 
chinery, destined  to  obey  bis  orders  without  thought  or  re- 
^flection,  beyond  the  immiediate  orders  they  received ;  very 
few  punishments  were  infficted ;  and  that  these  were  only 
of  the  kind  usually  inflicted  on  Highland  regiments  of  that 
period. 

In  1788,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  England,  and 
marched  to  Portsmouth  for  the  purpose  of  being  embarked 
for  India.  The  unfortunate  occurrences,  which  threw  s^ch 
a  shade  over  its  character  on  that  occasion,  are  mentioned 
under  another  head,  and,  therefore,  need  not  be  detul- 
ed  in  this  place*  I  shall  only  add*  ^m  the  best  autho. 
rity,  that  these  occurrences  would  not  have  taken  place  had 
the  intentions  of  Grovemment  been  previously  explained,  and 
had  the  inclinations  of  the  soldiers  been  consulted,  and  their 
extended  service  to  India  left  to  their  own  choice,  instead 
of  an  attempt  being  made  to  embark  them  contrary  to  their 
terms  of  service,  this  unfortunate  blot  would  not  have 
slwned  their  character. 

After  the  affair  at  Portsmouth  was  adjusted,  the  regiment 
marched  to  Berwick,  and  was  disbanded  there  in^  April  178S. 
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The  officers  of  thia  regiment  lived  on  the  happiest  and 
most  friendly  footing.  Those  of  them  who  survive  still 
cherish  their  former  friendships,  imd,  at  the  distance  of 
forty  years,  indulge  in  the  recollections  of  early  intimacy. 
These  feelings  extended  to  the  toldiers,who,  before  the  oc- 
currence just  mentioned,  were  respectful,  and  attached  to 
their  officers.  •  The  whole  corps  was,  in  short,  like  a. family, 
of  which  Greneral  Murray  was*  the  common  father  and  friend. 
Before  the  reduction,  he  assembled  the  officers,  and,  taking 
a  memorandum  of  the  wishes  and  views  of  each  individual, 
he  made  su6h  good  use  of  his  own  and  his  family'^s  influence, 
that,  before  he  died,  and  without  any  further  application  on 
their  part,  he  got  every  one  who  was  so  inclined  restored  to 
full  pay. 

This  good  man  was  indefatigable  and  unwearied  in  his 
zeal  to  serve  his  officers.  The  late  Lord  Sydney,  when  Se- 
cretary of  State,  used  to  call  him  the  Bishop  of  Dunkeld  ; 
for,  said  his  Lordship,' <^  I  iiever  see  his  face  but  when  there 
is  some  vacant  church,  or  some  office  in  Perthshire,  or  some-^ 
thing  formerly  in  the  gift  of  the  Bishop  of  Dunkeld,  to  give 
away."  The  late  Mr  Lewis,  of  the  War  Office,  called  him 
the  AthoU  Forester ;  **  not,"  says  he,  "  as  the  forester  or 
keeper  of  Atholl  deer,  but  as  the  guardian  and  friend  of  his 
Highlanders  of  the  Atholl  regipient,  for  whom  he  will  take 
nojrefusal." 

General  Murray  was  wounded  in  a  singular  manner  at 
the  capture  cxf  Martinique  ia  1768,  when  captain  in  the 
48d.  A  musket  ball  entered  his  left  side,  under  the  lower 
rib,  passed  up  through  the  left  lobe  of  the  lungs,  (jbls  was 
ascertained  after  his  death,)  crossed  his  chest,  and;  mounting 
upto  his  right  shoulder,  lodged  under  the  scapula.  His 
case  being  considered  desperate,  the  only  object  of  the  sur- 
geon was  to  make  his  situation  as  easy  as  possible  for  the 
few  hours  he  had  to  live ;  but,  to  the  great  siuprise  of  all, 
he  was  on  his  legs  in  a  few  weeks,  and,  before  he  reached 
England,  was  quite  recovered,  or  at  least  his  health  and  ap- 
petite were  restored.     He  was  never  afterwards,  however. 
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able  to  lie  down ;  and,  during  the  thkly-two  years  of  his 
subsequent  hfe,  he  slept  in  an  ufHright  posture,  supported 
in  his  bed  by  pillows. 

He  died  in  1794,  a  Lieutenant-General,  Colonel  of  the 
72d  regiment,  and  representative  in  Parliament  for  the 
county  of  Perth.    . 


seventy-eighth  regiment,  or  seaforth^s  high^ 

landers; 

NOW  THE  SEVENTY-SECOND  REGIMENT. 

1778. 

• 

The  Earl  of  Seaforth,  having  engaged  in  the  Rebellion 
of  1715,  and  being  included  in  the  subsequent  act  of  attain- 
der, forfeited  his  estate  and  title.  His  grandson,  Kenneth 
Mackenzie,  repurchased  the  property  from  the  Crown,  was 
created  an  Irish  Peer  by  the  title  of  Lord  Viscount  Fpr- 
trose,  and,  in  the  year  1771,  restored  to  the  ancient  title  of 
the  family,  as  Earl  of  Seaforth.  In  gratitude  for  these 
favours,  he  made  an  offer  to  his  Majesty^  in  the  year  1778, 
to  raise  a.  regiment  on  his  estate,  which  in  former  timed  had 
been  able  to  furnish  1,000  men  in  arms  whenever  the  Chief 
required  their  service.  Whether  in  poverty  and  exile, 
whether  in  possession  of  wealth  and  rank,  Seaforth  expe- 
rienced no  difference  of  respect,  or  disinterested  and  effec- 
tual support.  *  On  the  present  occasion,  the  offer  was  ac- 
cepted, and^  in  the  month  of  May  of  that  year,  1,130  men 
assembled  at  Elgin,  immediately  after  .  Lord  Macleod'^s 
Highlanders  had  marched  to  the  south.*    They  were  prin« 

.  *  An  instance  of  this  will  be  seen  in  the  Appendix,  where  400  of 
Lord  Setfbrth's  followers,  or  rather  those  who  had  been  so  when  he 
wts  in  poaaesrion  of  his  estate  and  honours,  marched  to  Edinburgh,  to 
lodge  a  sum  of  money,  part  of  their  rents,  whieh  tRey  were  to  remit  to 
his  Lordahip  w)ken  in  ^e  in  France  in  173S. 
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cipally  raiaed  by  gentlemen  of  the  clan  of  *<  Caber  Fey,^  as 
the  Mackenzies  are  called,  from  the  stages  horns  on  the  uu 
morial  bearings  of  Seaforth.  *  After  being  reviewed  at  lEl- 
gin,  they  marched  southward  for  embarkation. 

Of  this  number,  500  men  were' from  Lord  Seaforth^s  own 
estate,  and  about  400  from  the  estates  of  the  Mackenzies  of 
Scatwell,  Kilcoy,  Applecross,  and  Redcastle,  all  of  whom 
had  sons  or  brothers  in  thfe  regiment.  The  officers  from 
the  Lowlands  brought  upwards  of  300  men,  of  which  43 
were  English  and  I'rishr 

The  clan  of  Macrea  had  long  been  faithful  followers  of 
the  Seaforth  family,  and,  on  this  occasion,  the  name  was  so 
general  in  the  regiment,  that  it  was  known  more  by  the 
name  of  the  Macreas  than  by  any  other.  ^o  much  was 
this  the  case,  .that  a  memorable,  but  too  common  occurrence 
in  Highland  corps,  which  took  place  in  Edinl^urgh,  is  still 
called  in  Scotland  *^  The  affair  of  the  Macreas.*"      This  un- 

• 

'  *  The  arms  and  cr«8t  of  the  Mackenzies  were  asBumed  in  conaequenoe 
of  Kenneth,  the  ancestor  of  the  fiunUy^  having  rescued  Alexander  IIv 
King  of  Scotland,  from  an  wounded  stag,  which  had  attacked  him.  The 
animal^  becoming  Hirious  from  the  pain,  ran  in  upon  the  King,  threw 
him  down,  and  would  have  killed  him  on  the  spot,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
prompt  assistance  of  Kenneth  Fitzgerald,  who  happened  to  he  in  sight, 
and,  running  up,  dispatched  the  deer.  In  gratitude  for  this  assist- 
ance, the  King  gave  hira  a  grant  of  the  castle  and  estate  of  Elian  Dou- 
nan,  and  thus  laid  the  foundation  of  the  family  and  clan  Mackenneth, 
or  Mackenzie,  so  called  f^om  the  name  of  their  ancestor,  who  was  an 
Irishman  by  birth.  The  crest  is  a  stag's  head  and  horns.  It  is  a  cu- 
rious circumstance  that  the  last  Lord  Seaforth's  life  should  have  been 
endangered  in  the  same  m*anuer  as  that  in  which  the  first  of  the  fa- 
mily savett  the  King's.  Lord  'Seaforth  was  attacked  by  a  hart  in  the 
parks  of  Braan  Castle ;  but,  being  a  powerful  man,  and  possessed  of 
great  strength'  of  arm,  he  closed  on  the  animal,  and,  seizing  him  by  the 
horns,  pressed  his  breast  against  the  deer's  forehead.  A  long  and  des- 
perate struggle  ensued;  till  he  was  relieved  by  a  gamokeeper,  who  was 
attracted  to  the  spot  by  the  bellowing  of  the  hart.  His  Lordship  was 
bruised,  but  not  materially  injured.  The  late  Mr  West  painted  the 
rescue  of  King  Alexander.  The  figures  are  portraits,  in  full  size,  of 
persons  on  the  Seaforth  estate,  his  Lordship  being  one  of  the  number. 
Mr  West  told  me,"  the  last  time  I  saw  him^  that  he  considered  this 
painting  the  best  of  his  earlier  pieces. 
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fortunate  miaundenrtaDclii^  is  <iiie  of  many  pnK^s  of  the 
absolute  aeoesaaty  of  (Meaervkig  the  utmost  fidelity  in  trans, 
acticms,  or  engagem^ite,  with  soldiers.  Independently  of 
the  dishoBour  that  attaches  to  all  breaches  of  promise^  it  is 
quite  evident  that  the  evils  of  the  example  are  great  and 
manifold,  and  that,  according  to  all  the  known  principles  of 
human  nature,  fidelity  cannot  be  expected  from  those  who 
believe  themselves  to  have  been  deceived. 

In  the  month  of  June  the  corps  was  inspected  by  General 
Skene,  and  embodied  under  the  denopiination  of  Seaforth^s 
Highlanders,  or  the '78th  regiment  The  whole  were  found 
so  effective,  that  not  one  man  was  rejected. .  There  being  se^ 
veral  supernumeraries,  they  were  formed  into  a  recruiting  ' 
company,  a  measure  the  more  necessary,  as  the  corps  was  or- 
dered for  the  East  Indies,  which  destination  was  much 
more  fatal  to  troops  at  that  time  than  now,  when  the  voy- 
age is  shortened  by  less  than  one-half,  the  quality  of  the 
provisions  much  improved,  and  the  accommodation  allowed, 
in  ships  employed  as  transports,*  very  much  enlarged* 

In  the  monUi  of  August  the  regiment  marched  to  Leith 
for  embarkation ;  but  on  its  arrival  there  the  men  began 
to  show  symptoms  of  dissatisfaction.  The  transactiom 
that  took  place,  on  this  occasion  I  have  noticed  in  another 
place.  *  It  is  sufficient  here  to  remark,  that,  after  full  at- 
tention  was  paid  to  their  claims,  the  men  embarked  with 
much  cheerfulness,  and  with  a  more  complele  re-establish- 
ment  of  their  confidence,  as  their  colonel,  the.  Earl  of  Sea- 
forth,  was  to  accompany  them  on  service. 

The  intention  of  sending  them  to  India  having  been 
postponed,  they  landed  in  Guernsey  and  Jersey  in  equal 
divisions,  whence,  at  the  end  of  March,  they  were  removed 
to  Portsmouth,  where,  on  the  Ist  of  May  1781,  they  em- 
barked for  the  East  Indies,  amounting  to  1,110  rank  and 
file,  all  in  high  health,  and  well  diseiplined.  But  however 
hardy  their  constitutions,  and  however  capable  of  active 
exertions  on  land,  they  did  not  withstand  the  diseases  inci- 

•  See  Appendix. 
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(ktit  to  a  voyage  of  eleven  months,  in  bad  transports,  aiicl 
Kving  on  food  so  different  from  that  to  which  they  had  been 
accustomed.  Lord  Seaforth  died,  suddenly,  before  they 
reached  St  Helena,^  to  the  great  grief  and  dismay  of  his 
poor  Highlanders,  who.  look^  up  to  him  as  their  main  sup- 
port. The  loss,  of  their  Chief*  was  naturally  associated  in 
their  thoughts  with  the  recollections  of  home,  with  melan- 
choly remembrances  of  their  absent  kindred,  and  with  fore- 
bodings of  the&  own  future  destiny ;  and  so  strong  was  this 
feeling,  that  it  was  believed  to  have  materially  contributed 
to  that  prostration  of  mind,  which  made  them '  succumb 
more  easily  to  the  effects  of  disease. 

Before  they  reached  Madras,  on  the  2d  of  April  1782, 
230  men  had  died  of  the  scurvy,  and  out  of  1,110  who  had 
sailed  from  Portsmouth,  only  390  men,  when  they  land- 
ed, were  fit  to  carry  arms.  The  pressure  of  the  service  not 
admitting  of  delay,  those  who  were  able  to  march  were  moved 
up  the  country  under  the  command  of  Major  James 
Stuart,  and  joined  the  army  under  Sir  Ejrre  Coote,  in  the 
beginning  of  May,  at  Chingleput.  Many  still  being  weak 
from  the  effects  of  the  scurvy,  and  more  liable  to  be  affect- 
ed by  the  heat  on  account  of  the  impure  state  of  their  blood 
caused  by  the  salt  provisions,- on  which  they  had  so  long 
subsisted,  they  suffered  extremely  on  this  march.  ^<  This 
regiment  was  composed  of  men  sinewy  and  robust,*  which 
rendered  them  much  more  isusceptible  of  the  sun^s  violence 
than  those  of  more  slender  habits.^  f 

General  Coote  found  them  so  unfit  for  active  service 

*  The  sudden  and  unexpected  death  of  this  spirited  uoblemaoi  made 
a  deep  ImpreBsion  on  the  minds  of  his  £uthful  followers^  di^o  knew 
that  it  was  on  their  account  alone  he  had  determined  to  forego  the 
comforts  of  a  splendid  fortune  and  high  rank  to  encounter  the  pri- 
vations and  inoonTenienoies  of  a  long  voyage^  and  the  dangers  and 
fktigues  of  service  m  a  tropicsl  climate.  He  was  succeeded  in  his  estate, 
and  in  the  command  of  the  r^ment,  by  his  cousin,  Colonel  Humber- 
stone  Mackenzie,  of  the  100th  ;  on  whose  death,  in  1783,  his  brother, 
Francis  Humberstone  Mackenzie,  the  late  Lord  Seaforth,  succeeded  to 
the  family  estate. 

i  Colonel  Munro's  India.  * 
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that  he  ordered  the  corps  into  quarters,  leaving  the  few 
who  were  healthy  attached  to  the  7Sd  or  Madeod'^s  High- 
landers, the  only  European  corps  then  with  the  army.     In 
the  month  of  October  the  health  of  the  78th  was  so  much  re- . 
established,  that  upwards  of  600  men  were  fit  for  duty, 
and  ever  afterwards  they  preserved  their  health  and  effi- 
ciency in  a*  remarkable  manner.     The  colours,  whicbhad 
been  laid  up,  were  again  unfolded,  and  in  April  1788,*  the 
regiment  joined  the  army  under   Major-Greneral  James 
Stuart  for  the  attack  of  Cuddalore,  as  has  already  been  no- 
ticed in  Lord  Macleod's  Highlanders.  *     This  army  consist- 
ed of  the  78d  and  78th  Highlanders,  and  the  101st  regi- 
ment, with  a  considerable  body  of  native  troops,  and  was 
subsequently  reinforced  by  a  detachment  of  Hanoverians 
under  Colonel  Wagenheim.     On  the  6th  of  June,  the  ar- 
my took. up  a  position  on  sandy  ground  two  miles  distant 
from  the  garrison,  with  its  right  on  the  sea,  and  the  left 
resting'  on  the  Bandipollum  hills,  having  a  second  Hne  in 
the  rear.      The  enemy,  command^  by  Monsieur  Bussy, 
assumed  an  intermediate  position,  nearly  parallel,  and  half 
a  mile  in  fix>nt  of  the  fort.     On  the  13th  of  June  a  general 
attack  was  made  on  the  enemy's  position  in  front  of  the  gar- 
rison. After  a  severe  conHict,  which  lasted  from  four  o^dock 
in  the  morning  tiU  near  five  in  the  evening,  ^e  enemy 
were  driven  from  their  principal  defences,  on  tneir  right; 
when  a  cessation  of  firing  took  place  as  if  by  mutual  con- 
sent.    It  was  the  intention  of  General  Stuart  to  reAew  the 
attack  next  morning,  but  the  enemy  retired  within  the  gar- 
rison in  the  course  of  the  night.    In  this  a£Pair,  the  76th 
lost  Captain  George  Mackenzie,  and  S3  rank  and  file,  kill- 
ed ;  and  8  seijeants,  and  44  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

On  the  S5th  of  June,  the  enemy  made  a  sally  on*  the 
British  lines,  but  we):e  repulsed  at  every  point,  losing  150 
men  in  killed  and  prisoners,  including,  among  the  latter, 

*  As  there  were  two  officers  of  the  same  name  on  tliis  service^  it 
may  be  mentionecl,  that  Migor-General  JamesStuart  was  of  the  family 
of  Torrance,  and  brother  to  Andrew  Stuart,  the  author  of  the  celebrated 
Letters  to  Lord  Mansfield.  Colonel  ^uart  was  of  the  family  of  Blair- 
hall. 
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the  dievaSer  De  Dumas,  who  is  said  to  have  been  incoQ. 
ttJable  because  he  was  not  wounded,  probably  wishing  to 
found  upcMi  that  drcumstanoe  a.  good  excuse  for  his  cap^ 
ture.* 

Hoslilities  now  ceased  with  t'^nince,  bat  continued  against 
Tippoo.  Colonel  Fuliarton,  who  had  marched  to  strengths 
en  the  army  before  Cuddalore,  was  ordered  again  to  the 
southward,  being  reinforced  by  Seaforth^s,  and  the  101st 
regiment,  with  some  mlditional  battali(His  of  native  troops, 
the  whole  forming  an  united  force  of  more  than  18,000 
men*  Colonel  FuUarton  was  occupied  with  this  army  for 
some  months  in  keeping  down  some  refractory  chiefs,  and, 
in  October,  he  moved  on  Palacatcherry,  sei^ng,  without 
difficulty,  on  some  intermediate  forts.  It  will  be  seen,  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  second  battalion  of  the  42d,  (page  191,) 
that  Colonel  Humberstone  Mackenzie  had  made  an  attempt 
on  this  place^  but  was  induced  to  desist.  The  army  encoun- 
tered much  fatigue  on  their  march,  during  which,  a  detach^ 
ment.of  grenadiers  and  Jight  infantry,  under  the  Honoura- 
ble Captcdn  Thomas  Maitland,  was  extremely  useful,  by 
acting  on  the  flanks,  and  preserving  a  communication 
through  thick  woods  and  a  broken  country.  Early  in  No- 
vember they  reached  the  place,  which  was  immediately  be- 
sieged with, such  judgment  and.spirit,  that  the  enemy  sur- 
rendered 'on  the  15th ;  an  event  accelerated  by  a  gallant 

*  Among;  the  wounded  French  pii^ners  was  a  young  seijeant, 
whose  appeanmce  and  manners  attracted  the  notice  of  Colonel  Wagen- 
heim,  who  ^k  him  to  his  tent^  and  treated  hhn  with  much  kindness^ 
till  he  recovered^  and  was  released.  Many  yean  afkerwards,  when  the 
French  army,  under  General  Bemadotte,  entered  Hanover,  General 
Wagenheim  attended  his  levee.  He  was  immediately  accosted  by  Ber- 
nadotte,  who  asked  him  if  he  recollected  a  wounded  French  Serjeant  to 
whom  he  showed  kind  attention  at  Cuddalore.  After  some  recollec- 
tion, the  Greneral  answered,  that  he  did  remember  a  very  fine  young 
man  of  that  description,  but  he  had  lost  all  sight  of  him,  and  would 
now  be  happy  to  hear  of  liis  welfare.  *^  That  young  seijeant,"  said 
Bemaclotte,  "  was  the  person  who  has  now  the  honour  to  address  you, 
'and  who  is  happy  of  this  public  opportunity  of  acknowledging,  and 
will  omit  no  means  within  his  power  of  testifying,  his  gratitude  to  Ge- 
neral Wagenheim." 
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dash  of  Captain  Maitland  and  his  ^ank  corps,  who  took 
advantage  of  a  shower  of  rain,  from  which  the  enemy  had 
taken  shelter,  and  advanced  unperceived  by  them  ;*  quick- 
ly overpowered  and  drove  them  through  the  Jirst  gateway, 
which  they  left  open ;  but  the  second  being  shut,'  Captain 
Maitland''s  farther  advance  was  checked.     However,  with 
the  same  spirit  with  which  he  had  acquired  /this  post,  he 
defended  it  till  he  was  reinfcm^,  upon  which,  the  ^^my 
became  so  much  alarmed,  that  they  immediately  surrender- 
ed a  garrison  capable  of  a  long  defence  mider  more  reso- 
lute troops.     Leaving  a  small  garrison  in  the  place.  Colo- 
nel Fullarton  marched  back  to  Trichinopoly  and  Coimba- 
tore. 

Jn  the  course  of  this  year  the  regiment'was  again  unfor- 
tunate in  the  loss  of  Cc^onel  Humberstone  Mackenzie,  who 
died  of  wounds  received  in  an  action  at  sea,  on  the  passage 
from  Bombay.  ♦ 

In  dmsequence  of  the  peace,  the  91st,  100th,  and  10^ 
regiments,  were  prdered  home  for  reduction,  in  1784 ;  such 
of  the  men  as  chose  to  remain  in  the  country  were  to  re- 
ceive a  bounty  of  ten  guineas.  Seaforth'^s  regiment  having 
been  -  raised  on  the  condition  of  serving  for  three  years,  or 
during  the  war,  those  of  the  men  who  stood  to  this  agree- 
ment were  allowed  to  embark  for  England,   while  those 

*  Colonels  Madeod  and  Humberstone  bad  gone  to  Bombay  to  make 
strong  representatioiife  regarding  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  Commander-in- 
Cbiefj  General  Hathewa.    Tbese  bad  tbe  effect  of  bis  being  suspend- 
ed, and  Colonel  Madeod  was  appointed  to  tbe  command,  witb  tbe  rank 
of  Brigadier-GeneraL    While  those  ofBcerSj  accompanied  by  Mijor 
Sbaw,  were  on  their  return  ftom  Bombay  in  the  Ranger  ahop,  on  the 
7tb  of  April  1783,  they  fell  in  witb  a  Mahntto  fleet  off  Geriale.    In  a 
▼ain  attempt  to  resist  ao  superior  a  force,  tbe  Ranger  was  taken,  and  al- 
most .every  man  on  board  either  killed  or  woundifd.    Miyor  Shaw  was 
killed,  and  Colonel  Humberstone  so  severely  wounded,  that  he  died  a 
few  days  afterwards  in  his  twenty-eighth  year,  "  universally  lamented 
aa  a  young  man  oT  superior  aco^plisbments,  and  of  great  promise  in 
bis  profession."    Colonel  Humberstoilb  was  succeeded  in  tbe  command 
of  the  regiment  by  Major-General  James  Murray,  from  the  half-pay 
of  tbe  77tb  regiment. 
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who  preferred  staying  in  the  country  receiyed  the  same 
bounty  as  other  volunteers.  The  number  of  men  who 
claimed- their  iiischarge  reduced  the  regiment  to  800  men, 
but  so  many  Highlanders  volunteered  of  those  who  had  en- 
listed with  Colonel  Humberstone  Mackenzie,  in  the  100th, 
and  the  other  regiments  ordered  home,  that  the  strength 
of  the  corps  vas  immediately  augmented  to'SOOmen ;  andy 
in  1785,  a  detachment  of  SOO  recruits,  from  the  north, 
joined  the  regiment 

The  following  year  the  number  was  changed  to  the  72d, 
in  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  the  senior  reguonents. 
Success  continued  to  attend  the  recruiting  service  of  this 
respectable  corps.  Another  considerable  detachment  of  re- 
cruits joined  in  1789 ;  so  that,  in  the  year  1790,  when  war 
Gomm^ced  with  Tippoo,  the  7^,  still  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Stuart,  was  upwards  of  1,000  strong,  the  men 
being  healthy,  seasoned  to  the  climate,  well  disciplined,  and 
highly  respectable  in  their  moral  conduct.  In  this  state 
they  formed  part  of  the  army  imder  Major-General  Mea- 
dows, in  July  1790.  Their  first  service  was  under  Colonel 
Stuart,  with  other  troops,  ordered  to  attack  Palacatcheiry, 
which,  iji  the  preceding  war,  had  been  the  scene  of  success 
and  disappointment  to  a  corps  which  was  now  destined  to 
sustain  a  second  disappointment.  The  detachment  being 
overtaken  by  the  rains  which  fell  in  almost  unprecedented 
abundance,  Colonel  Stuart  got  so  entangled  among  the 
XDountain  streams,  that,  for  a  short  period,  he  could  neither 
proceed  nor  retire  :  when  the  'waters  abated  he  returned 
to  head-quarters. 

After  a  short  rest,  the  same  officer,  with  the  same  troops 
under  his  command,  was  again  detached  against  Dindegul, 
before  which  place  he  arrived  on  the  16th  of  August. '  This 
is  one  of  those  insulated  granite  rocks,  so  common*  in'  that 
part  of  India.  The  fort  on  the  summit  had  been  lately  re- 
paired, and  mounted  with  fourteen  gyhs^  the  precipice 
allowing  only  of  one  point  of  ascent.  The  means  of  attack, 
both  in  guns  and  ammunition,  were  very  deficient.     Row- 
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ever,  a  amall  breach  was  made  on  the  SOth»  and  Colonel 
Stuart,  judging  that  more  loss  would  be  sustained  by  de- 
lay than  by  an  immediate  attack,  vesolved  to  attempt  an 
assault,  smaJl  as  the  breach  was,  as,  along  with  other  difficul- 
ties, he  was  short  of  ammunitiop.  Accordingly,  <»i  the 
evening  of  the  21st,  the  attempt  was  made.  The  defBncea 
were  unusually  complete,  and  the  reustance  more  firm  than 
had  been  experienced  on  any  former  occasion.  Every  man 
who  reached  the  summit  of  the  breach  was  met  and  farced 
down  by  triple  rows  of  pikes  from  the  interior  of  the  ram- 
part. After  a  bold,  but  fruitless  effort,  they  were  repulsed 
with  considerable  loss.  But  the  enemy  were  so  intimidated,, 
and  dreaded  so  much  the  consequences  of  a  second,  and, 
perhaps,  successful  attempt,  that  they  surrendered  next 
morning ;  ignorant  of  the  want  of  ammunition,  the  real 
cause  of  the  premature  attack. 

From  this  service  Colonel  Stuart  was  again  directed  to 
proceed  against  Falacatcherry,  the  season  being  now  more* 
favourable  than  on  the  former  occasion.  The  fortificationa 
of  this  place  had  been  much  strengthened  since  its  capture 
by  Colonel  Fullarton  in  178S,  and  the  guns  and  ordnance 
stores  necessary  for  the  attack  were,  therefore,  on  a  move 
extended  scale.  On  the  21st  of  September,  two  batteries 
were  opened  within  500  yards  of  the  place,  and,  the 
same  day,  a  practicable  breach  was  made.  Every  prepara- 
tion was  completed  in  the  course  of  the  night,  for  an  assault 
the  following  morning,  but  before  day-light  the  enemy  de- 
manded terms  of  capitulation,  which  were  granted,  and  the 
usual  protection  to  prisoners  and  private  property  promised 
and  secured.  Colonel  Stuart,  having  left  th^  place  well 
provisioned  and  in  a  respectable  state  of  defence,  marched 
back,  and,  on  the  15th  of  October,  joined  the  army  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Coimbatore.  From  this  period  Co- 
lonel Stuart^  with  his  regiment,  followed  all  the. movements 
of  the  army,  till  the  29th  of  January  1791,  when  Lord 
Uomwallis  arrived  and  assumed  the  chief  command. 
Vol.  u.  m 
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In  the  preceding  service  and  marches,  the  casualties  of 
the  regiment  were  few.  The  subsequent  operations  of 
the  7^  were,  along  with  the  Tlst,  in  the  second  attack 
of  Bangalore,  the  first  attack  of  Seringapatam,  and  the  at* 
tack  on  Sundidroog  and  Optradroog,  the  fall  of  the  last  of 
whicR  places  was  accelerated  by  the  promptitude  of  Captain 
John  M^Innes  of  the  72d,  who  being  ordered  out  with  a 
small  party  to  reconnoitre,  and  observing  a  favourable  op- 
portunity, turned  this  duty  into  an  assault,  scaled  the  walls, 
and  carried  the  place  without  loss. 

In  the  same  manner  the  service  of  the  regiment  is  connects 
ed  with  that  of  the  71st  and  75th,  in  the  second  attack  on 
Seringapatam,  and  afterwards  down  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  war  with  the  Sultan.  While  this  corps,  when  on  ser- 
vice, was  under  the  command  of  so  respectable  and  judi- 
cious an  officer  as  Colonel  Stuart^  the  Colonel  at  home  was 
equally  unremitting  in  his  exertions  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  his  regiment,  and  attentive  to  the  promotion  of  his  officers, 
and  the  supply  of  good  and  efficient  men  to  support  the 
chanuster  of  the  regiment.  From  178S  downwards,  they 
received  a  full  complement  of  excellent  recruits  from  Scot- 
land. Greneral  Murray  had  established  a  party  at  Perth, 
whose  success  was  such,  that  one  seijeant  enlisted  273  men. 
This  afibrds  a  proof  of  what  may  be  done,  under  proper 
encouragement,  and  when  men  qualified  for  the  duty  are 
employed.  When  a  man  of  address  and  knowledge  of  hu- 
inan  nature  meets  with  proper  encouragement,  recruiting 
has  seldom  failed  in  the  North. 

Iq  the  year  1793,  the  re^ment  was  employed  on  the  ex- 
pedition against  Pondicheny,  and,  in  1795,  formed  part  of 
the  force  under  their  old  commander  Colonel,  now  Major- 
General  James  Stuart,  in  the  capture  of  Ceylon.  This 
was  the  last  service  of  the  regiment  in  the  East  at  that  pe- 
riod. In  1797,  they  were  removed  from  Ceylon  to  Pondi- 
cherry,  when  orders  were  received,  in  December,  to  draft 
the  regiment,  then  800  strong,  into  the  corps  on  that  station, 
and  for  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  invalids, 
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unfit  for  service,  to  embark  for  England.  This  was  one  of 
the  last  instances  in  the  East  Indies  of  enforcing,  a&  that  of 
the  42d  and  79th  Highlanders  in  the  West  Indies  was  the 
first  instance  of  relaxing  the  system  of  drafting  and  trans- 
ferring soldiers  without  their  consent,  which  deprived  men 
of  nearly'  all  hopes  of  ever  revisiting  their  native  land,  and 
every  good  soldier  of  the  great  incitement  to  regular  con- 
duct The  suppression  of  this  unfeeling  practice  encour- 
ages him  to  preserve  regular  habits,  and  to  be  careful  of  his 
constitution,  as  he  has  now  a  prospect  of  revisiting  his  na- 
tive country,  of  enjoying  the  reward  of  his  service,  and  that 
his  good  character  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  his 
friends  and  countrymen. 

The  skeleton  of  the  regiment  embarked  at  Madras  in  Ja^ 
nuary  17d8,  and,  after  a  short  passage,  landed  at  Gravesend. 
From  thence  they  were  ordered  to  Perth,  where  they  arrived 
in  August,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hugh 
Fraser,  who  had  gone  out  the  third*  Captain,  and  remained 
constantly  with  the  regiment.  Soon  after  they  reached 
Perth,  Major-Greneral  James  Stuart,  who  had  so  long  com- 
manded theol  in  India,  was  appointed  Colonel  in  room  of 
General  Williamson,  who  had  succeeded  Greneral  Murray 
in  1794. 

During  two  years  that  the  regiment  was  quartered  in 
Perth,  recruiting  was  not  successful.  Whether  it  was  that 
the  emaciated  appearance  of  the  few,  who  were  permitted  to 
return  home,  did  not  hold  out  much  encouragement  to  the 
young  men,  or  the  observation,  that  none  of  the  great  num* 
ber  of  men  who  had  left  Perth  to  join  the  regiment  return- 
ed with  it,  or  the  great  drain  of  men  from  the  Highlands  at 
this  period ;  from  one  or  other  of  these  causes,  or  probably 
from  all  combined,  the  corps  did  not  recruit  SOO  men  in 
three  years.  However,  when  removed  to  Ireland  in  1802, 
the  ranks  were  filled  lip  to  900  with  young  men  from  the 
Scotch  Fencible*  regiments,  then  reduced.  This  oppor- 
tunity was  eagerly  embraced  by  Colonel  Macfarlane,  who 
succeeded  to  the  command  by  the  death  of  Lieutenant- 
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Cciond  Fraser.  He  was  now  at  the  head  of  an  efficient 
body  of  young  meHy  which  formed  ^*  a  fineregiment,  possessing 
as  pure  and  true  a  spirit  as  any  corps.  One-fourth  of  the 
men  and  officers  were  English  and  Irish,  and  three-fourths 
Scotch  Highlanders ;  and,  singuhu*  as  it  may  seem,  the  for- 
mer were  as  fond  of  the  kilt  and  pipes  as  the  latter,  and 
many  of  them  entered  completely  into  the  spirit  of  the  na- 
tional feeling.^  And,  ^<  in  all  the  solid  essential  qualities 
which  form  the  character  of  the  British  soldier,  they  Were 
perfect"* 

This  regiment  formed  a  part  of  the  expedition,  under 
Sir  David  Baird,  against  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  which 
occaaon  they  maintained  the  long  established  character  of 
the  corps.  The  loss  by  the  enemy  was  trifling,  being  2 
privates  killed,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Colquhoun  Grant, 
Lieutenant  Alexander  Chisholm,  ^  Serjeants,  and  84  pri- 
vates, wounded. 

Agreeably  to  the  general  orders  of  1809,  the  designation 
of  Highland,  and  the  ancient  garb,  were  altered  along  with 
the  other  corps,  and  the  uniform  is  now  the  same  as  that  of 
the  Ime. 


EIGHTY-PIEST, 

OR 

ABSanXXNSHIBE  HIGHLAND  BZGIMENT. 

1778. 

The  year  1778  is  memorable  in  the  North  for  the  number 
of  new  regiments  raised  there,  besides  a  very  considerable 
number  of  soldiers  recruited  for  the  old  regiments  of  the 
line-    The  78d,  of  two  battalion^  the  74th,  76th,  77th, 
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78th,  and  81st,  regiments  of  the  line,  and  the  Argyle  Regi. 
meat  of  Fencibles ;  in  all  nine  battalions,  of  ten  companies 
each;  were  embodied  and  completed  in  less  than  five 
months. 

In  December  1777  the  Honourable  Colonel  William 
Gordon,  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  received  orders  to 
raise  a  re^ment  of  Highlanders.  Although  the  estate  and 
influence  of  the  Aberdeen  family  lay  in  the  Lowland  dis- 
tricts of  Aberdeenshire,  it  was  from  the  Highlands  that  Co- 
lonel Gordon  expected  to  fill  his  ranks ;  and  as  an  induce- 
ment to  the  young  men  to  enter  more  readily,  the  Highland 
garb,  to  which  they  wefre  then  extremely  partial,  although 
prohibited  by  severe  penalties,  was  to  be  the  regimental 
uniform. 

It  would  appear  that  the  expectation  entertauif)»l  of  the 
ready  enlistment  of  the  Highlanders  was  well  founded.  Of 
980  men  then  embodied,  about  650  were  from  the  mountains. 
Major  Ross  was  followed  by  so  many  of  his  own  clan  and 
name,  that  he  had  nine  men  of  the  name  of  John  Ross.  In 
a  body  of  men  so  intimately  connected  as  these  were,  it  may 
be  supposed  that  their  character  and  conduct  must  either  be 
very  good  or  very  indifferent,  as  example,  of  whatever  tenden* 
cy,  would  more  readily  spread  among  a  community  eo  much 
knit  together  by  the  ties  of  kindred,  country,  and  early  in- 
timacy. 

In  this  regiment  the  current  took  a  favourable  turn,  and 
its  conduct  and  character  were  excellent  throughout ;  but, 
unluckily,  like  their  neighbours  the  Athole  Highlanders, 
they  had  not  an  opportunity  of  proving  in  what  manner 
they  wbuld  acquit  themselves  before  an  enemy,  and  realize 
the  expectations  grounded  on  the  steadiness  of  their  general 
conduct. 

The  reginient  was  marched  to  Stirling,  and  passed  from 
thence  to  Ireland,  where  it  was  stationed  three  years,  always 
sustaining  a  character  approved  by  the  general  oJ9icers  in  com- 
mand, and  by  the  people  of  the  country.  In  the  end  of  1782 
they  crossed  ov^  to  England,  and,  in  March  1783,  were 
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embarked  at  Portmouth,  with  an  intention  of  sending  them 
to  the  East  Indies,  immediately  after  the  preliminaries  of 
peace  were  signed,  although  the  terms  on  which  the  regi- 
ment had  enlisted  were,  that  they  should  be  discharged  in 
three  years,  or  at  the  conclusion  of  hostilities.  The  men, 
however,  made  no  objections  or  complaint,  and  embarking 
very  cheerfully,  remained  quietly  on  board,  waiting  the 
orders  for  sailing,  and  apparently  overlooking  or  indifferent 
about  the  conditions  of  their  engagements. 

At  length,  however,  a  very  opposite  feeling  evinced  it- 
self, when  k  was  known  that  the  Athole  Highlanders  had 
insisted  on  the  performance  of  the  terms  of  their  agreement, 
and  refused  to  embark.  The  example,  as  might  have  been 
expected,  spread  rapidly,  and  the  Aberdeenshire  regiment, 
following  that  of  the  Athole  Highlanders,  called  for  the 
fulfilment  of  their  agreement,  and  requested  to  be  disem- 
barked and  marched  back  to  their  own  country  to  be  there 
discharged.  This  request  being  conceded,  the  regiment 
marched  to  Scotland,  and  was  disbanded  in  Edinburgh  in 
April  1783. 


EIGHTY-FOURTH, 

OR 

ROYAL  HIGHLAND  EMIGRANT  REGIMENT. 

TWO  BATTALIONS. 

• 

{Originally  embodied  in  1775,  but  not  regimented  or  num-^ 

bered  till  1778.) 

This  corps  was  to  consist  of  two  battalions.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Allan  Maclean,  of  the  late  104th  Highland  Regi^ 
ment,  was  appointed  Lieutenant^Colonel-Commandant  of 
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the  first  battalion,  which  was  to  be  raised  and  embodied  from 
the  Highland  Emigrants  in  Canada,  and  the  discharged 
men  of  the  42d,  of  Fraser\  and  of  Montgomerie's  High- 
landers, who  had  settled  in  that  country  after  the  peace  cf 
1768. 

Captain  John  Small,  formerly  of  the  4^,  and  then  of  the 
SI  St,  regiment,  was  appointed  Major-Commandant  of  the 
second  battalion,  which  was  to  be  completed  in  Nova  Scotia 
from  emigrant  and  discharged  Highland  soldiers.  The  es- 
tablishmei}t  of  both  was  750  men,  with  officers  in  propor- 
tion.    The  commissions  were  dated  the  14th  of  June  1775. 

Officers  sent  to  the  back  settlements  to  recruit,  found  the 
discharged  soldiers  and  emigrants  loyal  and  ready  to  serve 
his  Majesty.  The  emigrations  from  the  Highlands,  pre- 
vious to  this  period,  had  been  very  limited.  With  many 
the  change  of  abode  was  voluntary,  and  consequently  their 
minds,  neither  irritated  nor  discontented,  retained  their  for- 
mer attachment  to  thdr  native  country  and  its  government 
But  there  was  much  difficulty  in  conveying  the  parties,  who 
had  enlisted,  to  their  respective  destinations.  One  of  these 
detachments,  from  Carolina,  had  to  force  its  way  through  a 
dangerous  and  narrow  pass,  and  to  cross  a  bridge  defended 
by  cannon,  and  a  strong  detachment  of  the  rebeb ;  ^^  but 
aware  that  the  Americans  entertained  a  dread  of  the  broad- 
sword, from  experience  of  its  effects  in  the  last  war,  with 
more  bravery  than  prudence,  and  forgetting  they  had  only 
a  few  swords  and  fowhng-pieces,  used  in  their  settlements, 
they  determined  to  attempt  the  post  sword  in  hand,  and 
pushed  forward  to  the  attack.*"  But  they  foimdthe  enemy 
too  strong,  and  the  difficulties  insurmountable.  They 
were  forced  to  relinquish  the  att^npt  with  the  loss  of  Cap- 
tain Macleod,  and  a  number  of  men  killed.  Those  who  es- 
caped made  their  way  by  different  routes,  to  their  destina- 
tion. 

Colonel  Madean^s  battalion  was  stationed  in  Quebec,  when 
Canada  was  threatened  with  invasion  by  the  American  Ge- 
neral Arnold,  at  the  head  of  8,000  men.    Colonel  Maclean, 
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who  had  been  detached  up  the  river  St  Laurence,  returned 
by  forced  marches,  and  entered  Quebec  on  the  evening  of 
the  18th  November  1776,  without  being  noticed  by  Arnold. 
He  had  previously  crossed  the  river,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
14th  made  a  smart  attack,  with  a  view  of  getting  possession 
of  their  outworks,  but  was  repulsed  with  loss,  and  forced  to 
retire  to  Point  au  Tremble.  The  fortifications  of  the  city 
had  been  greatly  neglected,  and  were  now  in  a  ruinous 
state.  The  garrison  consisted  of  50  men  of  the  Fusileers, 
860  of  Maclean'*s. newly  raised  emigrants,  and  about  700 
militia  and  seamen.  Greneral  Carlton,  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  being  occupied  with  preparations  for  the  general 
defence  of  the  colony,  the  defence  of  the  town  was  entrust- 
ed to  Colonel  Maclean,  an  able  and  intelligent  officer. 

Arnold  having  been  reinforced  by  a  body  of  troops  un- 
der Greneral  Montgomery,  determined  to  attempt  the  town 
by  assault  On  the  morning  of  the  Slst  December,  both 
commanders,  leading  separate  points  of  attack,  advanced  with 
great  boldness,  but  were  completely  repulsed  at  all  points, 
with  the  loss  of  Greneral  Montgomery,  killed;  and  Gene- 
ral Arnold,  wounded.  The  Highland  Emigrants,  though 
«o  recently  embodied,  contained  a  number  of  old  soldiers, 
who,  in  this  affair,  did  honour  to  the  character  of  the  corps 
in  which  they  had  formerly  served. 

Greneral  Arnold,  disappointed  in  this  attempt,  establish- 
ed himself  on  the  Heights  of  Abraham,  with  the  intention 
of  intei^septing  all  supplies,  and  blockading  the  town.  In 
this  situation,  he  reduced  the  garrison  to  great  straits,  all 
communication  with  the  country  being  entirely  cut  off. 
This  blockade  he  soon  turned  into  an  active  siege ;  he 
erected  batteries,  and  made  several  attempts  to  get  poss6s- 
rion  of  the  lower  town,  but  was  foiled  at  every  point,  by 
the  vigilant  and  intelligent  defender,  Colonel  Maclean.  * 

*  It  was  of  Colonel  Maclean,  when  a  subaltern  in  the  Scotch. 
Brigade  in  Holland,  that  Count  Lowendahl  took  such  diatingaJsh- 
•d  notice,  for  his  conduct  in  the  storming  of  Beiigen*op-zooin  in'1747« 
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On  the  approach  of  spring,  Arnold,  despiuring  of  success, 
raised  the  siege,  and  evacuated  the  whole  of  Canada. 

After  this  service,  the  battalion  remained  in  the  pro- 
vince during  the  war,  and  was  principally  employed  in 
small,  but  harassing  enterprises.  In  one  of  these.  Captain 
D.  Robertson,  Lieutenant  Hector  Maclean,  and  En- 
mgn  Grant,  with  the  grenadier  company,  marched  twen- 
ty days  through  the  woods  with  no  other  direction  than  the 
compass,  and  an  Indian  guide.  The  object  to  be  accom- 
plished was  to  surprise  and  dislodge  the  enemy  from  a 
small  post  which  they  occupied  in  the  interior.  This  ser- 
vice was  accomplished  without  loss.  By  long  practice  in 
marching  through  the  woods,  the  men  had  become  very  in- 
telligent and  serviceable  in  this  kind  of  warfare. 

With  every  opportunity,  and  much  temptation  to  desert, 
in  consequence.of  offers  of  land,  and  other  incitements  held 
out  by  the  Americans,  it  it  but  justice  to  the  memory  of 
these  brave  and  loyal  men  to  state,  on  the  most  unques- 
tionable authority,  that  not  one  native  Highlander  desert- 
ed ;  and  only  one  Highlander  was  brought  to  the  halberts 
during  the  time  they  were  embodied. 


SECOND  BATTALION. 

The  second  battalion  was  very  quickly  embodied  in  No- 
va Scotia,  and  was  composed  of  the  same  description  of 
men  as  the  first,  but  with  a  greater  proportion  of  Hio-h- 
landers,  among  whom  Major  Small  was  held  in  high  es- 
teem. No  chief  of  former  days  ever  more  firmly  secured 
the  attachment  of  his  clan,  and  no  chief,  certainly,  ever  de- 
served it  better.  With  an  enthusiastic,  and  almost  roman. 
tic  love  of  his  country  and  countrymen,  it  seemed  as  if 
the  principal  object  of  his  life  had  been  to  serve  them,  and 
promote  their  prosperity.  Equally  brave  in  leading  them 
in  the  field,  and  kind,  just,  and  conciliating  in  quarters, 
they  would  have  indeed  been  ungrateful,  if  they  had  re- 
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garded  him  otherwise  than  as  they  did.  *  There  was  not 
an  instance  of  desertion  in  this  battalion.  Five  companies 
remained  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  neighbouring  settle- 
ments, during  the  war.  The  other  five  joined  General 
Clinton  and  Lord  Comwallis^s  armies  to  the  southward. 
The  flank  companies  were  in  the  battalion  of  that  descrip. 
tion.  At  Eataw  Springs  the  grenadier  company  was  in 
the  battalion,  which,  as  Colone}  Stewart  states  in  his  dis- 
patches, drove  all  before  them. 

It  was  not  till  1778  that  this  re^ment  was  numbered  the 
84th.  The  battalions  which  were  previously  known  only 
as  the  Royal  Highland  Emigrants  were  now  ordered  to  be 
augmented  to  1,000  men  each.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  beiAg  ap- 
pointed Colonel-in-chief,  and  the  two  commandants  remain- 
ing as  before.  The  uniform  was  the  full  Highland  garb, 
with  purses  made  of  racoon'^s  instead  of  badger^s  skins.  The 
(^cers  wore  the  broad  sword  and  dirk,  and  the  men  a  half 
basket  sword,  -f    At  the  conclusion  of  the  war  both  were 

*  Major  Small  was  a  native  of  Strathardle  in  Athole.  His  first  com« 
mission  was  in  the  Scotch  Brigade.  In  1747  he  obtained  an  ensigncy 
in  the  old  Highland  regiment,  and  served  in  it  till  the  peace  of  i7Sd, 
when  he  was  reduced  as  captain.  I  have  already  noticed  the  number 
of  accomplished  and  respectable  gentlemen  whose  characters  as  officers 
were  so  honourable  to  the  regiment  at  that  period.  Captain  Small  was  one 
of  them.   He  died  Mi^jor-Greneral,  and  Governor  of  Guernsey,  in  1796. 

t  On  a  St  Andrew's  day  a  ball  was  given  by  the  officers  of  the  gar« 
rison  in  which  they  were  quartered  to  the  ladies  in  the  vicinity.  When 
one  of  the  ladies  entered  the  ball-room,  and  saw  officers  in  the  Highland 
dress,  her  sensitive  delicacy  revolted  at  what  she  thought  an  indecency, 
declaring  she  would  quit  the  room  if  these  were  to  be  her  company.  This 
occasioned  some  little  embarrassment.  An  Indian  lady,  sister  of  the 
Chief  Joseph  Brandt,  who  was  present  with  her  daughters,  observing  the 
bustle,  inquired  what  was  the  matter,  and  being  informed,  she  cried  out, 
"  This  must  be  a  very  indelicate  lady  to  think  of  such  a  thing;  she 
shows  her  own  arms  and  elbows  to  all  the  men,  and  she  pretends 
she  cannot  look  at  these  officers'  bare  1^,  although  she  will  look  at 
my  husband's  bare  thighs  for  hours  together;  she  must  think  of  other 
things,  or  she  would  see  no  more  shame  in  a  man  showing  his  legs,  than 
ahe  does  in  showing  her  neck  and  breast."  These  remarks  turned  die 
laugh  against  the  lady's  squeamish  delicacy,  and  the  ball  was  permitted 
to  proceed  without  the  officers  being  obliged  to  retire. 
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reduced,  and  grants  of  land  ^ven  to  the  officers  and  men, 
in  the  proportion  of  5,000  acres  to  a  field  officer,  8,000  to 
a  captain,  600  to  a  subaltern,  200  to  a  Serjeant,  and  100  to 
each  soldier.  All  those  who  had  been  settled  in  America 
previously  to  the  war,  remained,  and  took  possession  of 
their  lands,  but  many  of  the  others  returned  home. 

The  men  of  Colonel  Maclean^s  battalion  settled  in  Cana- 
da, and  of  Colonel  SmalPsin  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  form- 
ed a  settlement  or  township,  as  it  was  caHed,  and  gave  it 
the  name  of  Douglas. 

The  transports  with  the  flank  companies  from  the  south- 
em  army  were  ordered  to  Halifax,  where  the  men  were  to 
be  dischHrged ;  but,  owing  to  the  violence  of  the  weather  in 
the  first  instance,  and  a  consequent  loss  of  reckoning,  they 
made  the  island  of  Nevis  and  St  Kitt's  instead  of  Halifax. 
This  delayed  the  final  reduction  till  1784. 

It  would  appear,  that  the  first  battalion  was  entirely  fof « 
got  in  their  distant  quarters.  By  their  agreement  they 
ought  to  have  been  discharged  in  April  1788,  immediately 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  This  circumstance  was 
forgotten  or  overlooked,  and  it  was  not  till  a  representation 
by  the  officer  commanding.  Major  J.  Adolphus  Harris, 
that  orders  were  sent  in  July  1784  to  discharge  the  men. 
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t 
SECOND  BATTALION  ; 

NOW  SEVBNTY-THI&D  R£6IH£NT. 

1780. 

Great  Britain  having  now  to  oppose  the  united  force  of 
France  and  Spain,  which  had  joined  the  Americans,  Hyder 
AU  availed  himself  of  so  favourable  an  opportunity,  when 
the  strength  of  this  country  was  divided,  to  recommence 
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hostilities ;  and  engaged  in  his  service  a  number  of  French 
officers,  to  form  his  army  under  a  regular  system  of  miU. 
tary  disdpline.  Thus  attacked  on  so  many  points,  more 
than  ordinary  exertions  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  were 
called  for.  Fresh  levies  were  accordingly  embodied ;  and, 
among  others,  a  second  battalion,  of  1,000  men,  was  added 
to  the  42d  regiment  On  the  21st  of  March  1780,  a  short 
time  after  the  appointment  of  the  officers,  a  battalion  of 
1,086  men,  including  serjeants  and  drummers,  was  raised 
and  embodied  at  Perth.  The  celerity  with  which  these  gen- 
tlemen recruit^  their  men,  and  the  readiness  with  which 
the  youth  of  the  country  joined  the  ranks,  was  the  more  no- 
ticed, as  upwards  of  1S,500  men  had  been  raised  north  of 
the  Tay  ^thiii  eighteen  months. 

The  following  officers  were  appointed  to  the  battalion  : 

Colonel,  Lord  John  Murray^  Si  st  March  17S0,  died  in  1787  the  oldest 

General  in  the  army. 
Lievtenant-Colonely  Norman  lijadeod  of  Maclcod,  died  1801  a  Lieu- 

tenant^General. 

Mqjor,  Patrick  Grasme  of  Inchhraco,  died  I78i. 

« 

Captains, 

Hay  Macdougall^  eon  of  Garthland^  a  Lieutenant-General,  * 

James  Murray,  died  in  1781. 

James  Drummond  of  Perth,  died  in  1800. 

John  Macgregor,  retired. 

Colin  Camphell,  son  of  Glenure,  retired* 

Thomas  Dallyel,  killed  at  Mangalore  in  1783* 

David  Lindsay,  retired. 

John  Grant  of  Glenm  oriston^  retired.    Died  1  SO  1  • 

Lieutenants, 

John  Grant  John  Wemyss. 

Alexander  Macgregor  of  Balhaldy,  Alexander  Dunhar^ 

died  Major  of  the  65th  regi-  John  Oswald. 

ment  in  17W.  Eneas  Fraser, 

Dongald  Camphell»  retired.  Alexander  Maitland. 

James  Spens,  retired  Lieutenant-  Alexander  Rose. 

Cobnel  73d  regiment  in  1798. 

m 

*  General  Macdougall  was  unfortunately  lost  at  sca^  with  all  on 
boant,  on  the  passage  from  India  in  1809* 
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Ensigns* 

Charles  Sutherland.  John  Macdonald. 

John  Murray  Robertson.  William  White*  \ 

Alexander  Macdonald.  Charies  Maclean. 

Robert  Robertson  of  Lode,  killed.  John  Macpherson. 

Chaplain,  John  Stewart^  died  1781  •    Surgeon,  Thomas  Farquharson. 
Adjutant,  Robert  Leslie.       •  Mate,  Duncan  CampbelL 

Quartermaster,  Ken.  Mackenzie. 

Afcer  the.  formati(»i,  the  battalion  was  quartered  in 
Dundee  and  Fort  George,  removed  from  thence  subse- 
quently to  Queensferry,  and  embarked  for  Chatham  in 
December  1780,  to  form  part  of  an  expedition  then  fit- 
ting out  at  Portsmouth,  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  William  Meadows,  and  Commodore  Johnstone,  in- 
tended for  an  attack  on  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  This 
force  embarked  in  January  1781,  and  consisted  of  the  se- 
cond battalion  of  the  42d,  the  98th,  and  100th  regiments, 
with  one  company  of  each  of  the  following  corps,  namely, 
the  8th,  9th,  20th,  and  47th  regiments.  Various  delays 
detained  the  expedition  till  the  ISth  of  March,  when  it  sail- 
ed,  and,  touching  at  St  Jago  in  April,  was  there  ifttacked 
by  the  French  squadron  under  Admiral  Suffirein,  who  was 
repulsed  with  little  loss  on  either  side. 

The  expedition  then  sailed  for  the  intended  attack  .on  the 
*  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  but  Suffirein  haying  arrived  there  be- 
fore them,  the  attempt  was  abandoned,  and  the  troops  or- 
dered to  proceed  to  India.  However,  a  valuable  convoy 
of  Dutch  East  Indiamen,  who  had  taken  shelter  in  Sul- 
danha  Bay,  were  captured  there.  The  troops  shared  the 
prize  money.  Their  right  to  share  was,  however,  disputed 
by  Commodore  Johnstone,  on  the  plea  that  the  troops  had 
not  landed ;  but,  after  a  lapse  of  many  years,  it  was  deteiv 
mined  in  their  favour. 

The  Myrtle  transport,  on  board  of  which  were  Lieute^ 
nant-Colonel  Macleod  and  Captains  Macdowall  and  Dalyell, 
separated  from  the  fleet  off  the  Cape,  and  nevev  >ifterwaxds 
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joined.  *  This  vessel  had  neither  chart  nor  map  ;  and  the 
master  being  an  ignorant  seaman,  it  was  owing  to  the  assist- 
ance of  Captain  Dalyell  that  he  made  Madagascar,  the  ap- 
pointed rendezvous.  Seeing  no  appearance  of  the  fleet,  they 
again  sailed,  and  made  their  way  back  to  St  Helena.  Here 
they  procured  charts,  and  at  length  reached  Madras,  on  the 
28d  of  May  1782. 

The  scurvy  attacked  the  troops  on  the  voyage,  which  in« 
duced  the  Commodore  to  put  into  the  Island  of  Joanna, 
where  fresh  provisions  were  abundant.  But,  in  attempting 
to  cure  one  evil,  they  unfortunately  encountered  another ; 
for,  after  the  troops  had  landed,  and  were  encamped,  for 
the  benefit  of  air  and  exercise,  they  caught  the  fever  of  the 
country,  and,  carrying  the  conta^on  on  board,  a  great  many 
of  the  men  fell  a  sacrifice  to  it.  Towards  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember the  squadron  sailed,  and  arrived  at  Bombay  on  the 
5th  March  1782,  after  a  twelve  months^  voyage ;  and  on 
the  SOth  of  April  sailed  for  Calcutta.  In  the  course  of  the 
passage  from  England  to  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  the  regi- 
ment suffered  considerably*  Major  Patrick  Graeme,  *  4  of- 
ficers, and  116  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  died. 

General  Meadows  remaining  on  board,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Macleod  in  the  Myrtle  not  having  arrived,  the 
command  of  the  troops  intended  for  actual  service  devolved 
on  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mackenzie  Humberstone  of  the  100th 

*  Captain  Drummond  having  gone  on  board  the  Myrtle  to  dine  with 
Colond  Madeod^  a  gale  of  wind  sprung  up,  which  prevented  him  from 
returning  to  his  own  ship.  Two  years  afterwards  this  gentleman  ex- 
perienced a  great  change  of  fbrtune.  From  the  rank  and  pay  of  a 
captain^  he  was  placed  at  the  head  of  his  fiunily,  with  an  income  of 
L.  18,000  a-year^  by  the  restoration  of  the  Perth  estate^  which  had  been 
forfeited  after  the  Rebellion  of  1745.  A  few  years  afterwards  the  title 
of  Lord  Perth^  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  his  family^  was  restored 
!n  his  person. 

t  Major  Grsme  died  of  sea-sickness.  Nothing^  remained  on  his 
stomach  for  nine  months,  and  his  constitution  sunk  under  extreme 
exhaustion.  This  respectable  officer,  who  was  the  eldest  ^n  of  Mr 
Grsme  of  Inchbraco^  and  had  served  with  the  first  battalion  of  the  43d 
in  America^  died  a  few  weeks  before  the  fleet  reached  Madras. 
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regimeity  under  whom  an  expedition  was  undertaken  for  the 
purpose  of  attacking  Falacatoherryy  ^situated  in  a  country 
considered  of  importance  to  Hyder  Ali.     The  troops,  con- 
sisting of  seven  companies  of  the  Highlanders,  a  detach- 
ment of  the  100th  regiment,  and  some  native  corps,  took 
the  field  on  the  Sd  of  September  1782 ;  and,  after  taking 
several  small  forts  on  the  march,  reached  their  destination 
on  the  19th  of  October,  when,  on  a  full  examination,  the 
fort  was  found  everywhere  much  stronger  than  had  been 
represented ;  at  the  same  time  that  intelligence  was  receiv- 
ed of  Hyder^s  having  sent  his  son,  Tippoo  Saib,  with  a 
large  foix^,  for  its  relief.     In  such  circumstances,  a  regular 
nege  could  not  be  attempted ;  and,  as  it  could  not  be  taken, 
by  assault,  Colonel  Uumberstone  determined  to  wiUidraw 
to  Mangaraootah,  one  of  the  small  forts  he  had  taken.    The 
intelligence  of  Tippoo's  advance  being  well  founded,  Colo- 
nel Humberstone  continued  his  retreat,  and,  blowing  up 
the  forts  of  Mangaracotah  and  Ramguree,  arrived  at  Pa- 
nian^,  closely  pressed  on  the  march  by  the  enemy,  who  had 
pushed  forward  with  considerable  rapidity,  and  in  great 
force. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Macleod,  who  had  arrived,  now  as- 
sumed the  command,  and  found  himself  surrounded  by  an 
enemy  of  10,000  cavalry  and  14,000  infantry,  including 
two  corps  of  Europeans  imder  the  French  ti^eneral  Lally. 
The  British  force  was  reduced  by  sickness  to  380  Euro- 
peans, and  8,200  English  and  Travancore  Seapoys,  fit  for 
duty.  The  post  was  strong  by  nature,  and  some  attempts 
were  made  to  strengthen  it  stiU  more  by  field-w(»rks ;  but, 
before  these  were  completed,  the  French  General  Lally  at* 
tacked  the  post  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  November.  He 
advanced  with  great  spirit  at  the  head  of  his  European 
troops ;  but,  after  a  smart  contest,  well  supported  on  both 
sides,  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  and  entirely  defeated. 

The  weight  of  Lally's  attack  was  directed  against  the 
post  occupied  by  the  Highlanders,  whose  repeated  charges 
with  the  bayonet  were  principally  instrumental  in  promoting 
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the  Bucoess  of  the  day.  **  This  little  army,  attacked,  on 
ground  not  nearly  fortified,  by  very  superior  numbers,  skiU 
fully  disposed,  and  regularly  led  on  :  they  had  nothing  to 
depend  on  but  their  native  valour,  their  discipline,  and  the 
conduct  pf  the  officers.  These  were  nobly  exerted,  and  the 
event  has  been  answerable.  The  intrepidity  with  which 
Major  Campbell  and  the  Highlanders  repeatedly  charged 
the  enemy  was  most  honourable  to  their  character.^  *  The 
loss  of  the  British  and  Native  troops  was  8  officers  and  88 
soldiers  killed  and  wounded.  That  of  the  42d  regiment 
was  3  Serjeants,  and  19  rank  and  file,  killed ;  Major  John 
Campbell,  Captain  John  Campbell,  Surgeon  Thomas  Far- 
quharson,  (who  lost  his  left  hand,)  S  Serjeants,  and  31  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

After  this  defeat,  Tippoo  retreated  towards  Seringapa- 
tam,  the  movement  being  hastened  by  accounts  received  of 
the  death  of  his  father,  Hyder  Ali. 

The  enemy  making  no  farther  attempts  to  disturb  this 
post,  Colonel  Macleod,  with  his  battalion,  was  ordered  to 
embark  for  Bombay,  to  join  the  army  under  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Matthews.  This  junction  was  formed  on  the  8th  of 
January  1788,  at  Cundapore ;  and,  on  the  S3d,  Brigadier- 
Generid  Matthews  moved  forward  to  attack  Bedenore,  the 
capital  of  a  rich  province,  the  conquest  of  which  was  of  the 
more  importance,  as  the  Sultan  had  received  from  it  the 
greatest  part  of  the  supplies  for  his  army. 

During  the  march,  the  troops  were  considerably  harassed 
by  the  enemy'*s  flying  parties ;  but  thdr  greatest  impediment 
arose  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  rendered  still  more  diffi- 
cult by  a  succession  of  field-works  erected  on  the  face  of  moun- 
tmns  they  had  to  ascend,  but  which,  however,  proved  more 
formidable  in  appearance  than  in  the  defence  of  the  enemy. 
On  the  26th  February  1788,  "  the  48d,  led  by  Colonel 
Macleod,  and  followed  by  a  corps  of  Seapoys,  attacked 
these  positions  with  the  bayonet,  and,  pursuing  like  High- 

•  General  Orders. 
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landed^  were  in  the  breastwark  befcnre  the  eneoiy  wore 
aware  of  it.  Four  hundred  were  bayonetted,  and  ^e  reat 
pursued  to  the  walls  of  the  fort^  In  this  maDner  aeven 
forts  were  attacked  and  taken  ig  sucoeseion,  when  the  for- 
midable appearance  of  the  principal  redoubt,  named,  by 
way  of  pre-eminence,  Hyder  Gurr,  rendered  it  necesBary  to 
proceed  with  more  caution*  This  fort  it  situated  on  the 
summit  of  the  highest  ghaut  or  precipice,  with  a  dry  ditdi 
in  front, -mounted  with  twenty  pieces  of  cannon»  On  the 
face  of  the  mountain  seren  batteries  w«re  placed  on  ter- 
races, one  above  the  other,  with  int^nal  lines  of  communi- 
cation; but  the  outward  approaches  were  obstructed  by 
large  trees,  cut  down  and  placed  transversely,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  ascent  on  any  part,  except  that  immediately  exposed  to 
the  full  effect  of  the  guns.  These  obstructions,  formidable, 
if  well  defended,  were,  howev^,  of  no  avail,  for  the  spirit 
with  which  all  the  lower  defences  were  attacked  and  carried 
struck  such  terror  into  the  minds  of  the  enemy,  that  they 
evacuated  this  strong  position  in  the  coiirse  of  the  night ; 
and  making  no  farther  resistance,  Beddinore  was  taken  poa- 
aession  of  on  the  S7th  of  January  1783,  *  In  this  place  a 
full  supply  of  every  necessary  was  found,  and  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  troops  condderably  excited  by  the  prospects  of 
great  sums  of  prize  money.  But  these  expectations  were 
8oon  succeeded  by  a  melancholy  disappointment  and  reverse, 
I  mean  the  capture  of  General  Mathews,  and  the  greatest 
part  of  his  army,  at  Beddinore. 

From  this  misfortune,  the  Highlanders,  fonning  part  of 
a  detachment  under  Major  Campbell,  were  exempted* 
The  object  of  the  d^;achment  was  to  attack  and  take  pos- 
aesnon  o£  the  fort  of  Annanpore.  This  service  was  accom- 
plished on  the  15th  of  February  with  great  loss  to  the  ene- 
my. The  loss  of  the  British  was  quite  trifling.  By  the 
£dUowing  extract  from  Major  Camj^U's  (UN^rs,  it  appears, 

*  In  the  ibxt  of  Hyder  Garr  was  fiwnd  8^000  stand  of  new  annt, 
ivith  a  large  quantity  of  powder^  shot^  and  military  atores. 
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that,  on  thifi  occasion,  some  of  the  troops  forgot  the  necessa- 
ry steadiness  which  distinguishes  good  soldiers,  in  not  trust- 
ing to  the  bayonet  instead  of  powder.  ^'  Major  Campbell 
returns  his  thanks  to  the  iumy  for  their  spirited  behaviour 
yesterday,  and  his  particular  acknowledgments  to  Captain 
Dalyell,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  flank  companies  of 
the  4Sd  regiment  who  headed  the  storm ;  but  strongly  re- 
commends, when  the  bayonet  can  be  used,  that  a  shot 
should  not  be  fired.^ 

After  remaining  here  till  near  the  S8th  of  February,  the 
battalion  was  again  employed  under  the  command  of  Mar- 
jor  Campbell,  and  ordered  to  occupy  two  small  forts,  Cani- 
cai  and  Morebeddy,  in  which  they  remained  till  the  ISth  of 
April,  when  they  marched  first  to  Ooospore,  JBtnd  thence  to 
Mangalore. 

A  few  weeks  previously4o  this  period,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nels Macleod  and  Humberstone  having  gone  to  Bombay, 
the  command  of  the  troops  at  Mangalore  devolved  upon 
Major  Campbell^  now  promoted  to  the  brevet  rank  of  lieu* 
tenant-colonel.  These  officers  had  gone  to  Bombay  for  the 
purpose  of  making  strong  remonstrances  against  the  conduct 
of  General  Mathews,  who  was,  in  consequence,  suspended 
from  his  command,  and  Colonel  Macleod,  now  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  appointed  to  succeed  him, 
but  too  late  to  save  the  unfortunate  army  at  Beddinore, 
whose  surrender  subjected  them  to  all  the  miseries  which  a 
cruel  and  ferocious  enemy  could  inflict* 

The  consequences  of  the  surrender  of  Beddinore  soon  ap- 
peared. A  considerable  force  was  immediately  detaiched  by 
Tippoo  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Mangalore,  where  a  posi- 
tion was  taken  up  by  them  about  twelve  miles  distant  from 
the  place.  On  the  6th  of  May  they  were  attacked  and  de- 
feated by  Colonel  Campbell,  with  the  loss  of  all  their  guns ; 
but  few  men  yere  killed  or  wounded  on  either  side,  as  the 
enemy  made  a  feeble  resistance.  The  Highlanders  had 
Captain^  William  Stewart  wounded,  7  privates  kill^,  m^ 
16  wounded* 
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Tippoo  being  iK>w  at  fuU  liberty  to  act  witliout  restiBiht  or 
fear  of  an  enemy,  if  we  except  the  small  force  in  Manga- 
lore,  marched  with  his  whole  army,  expectii^  an  easy  con* 
quest  His  apparently  overwhdming  jEoroe  consisted  of 
90,000  men,  exclusive  of  a  ccHrps  of  European  infantry  un- 
der Colonel  Cossigny,  Monsieur  Lally's  corps  of  Europeans 
and  natives,  and  a  troop  of  dismount^  French  cavalry  from 
the  Mauritius,  the  whole  suppor^d  by  90  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  troops  in  the  garrison  amounted  to  459  Europeans,  and 
1,500  natives  fit  for  duty.  Of  the  Europeans,  S81  were 
Highlanders.     There  was  a  numerous  list  of  sick. 

.To  give  a  detail  of  the  events  d  a  siege  which  lasted 
from  the  nuddle  of  May  1788  till  the  80th  of  January  1784, 
when  the  capitulation  was  fflgned,  would  exceed  the  neces- 
sary limits  of  this  narrative.    The  place  was  completely  in- 
vested, with  the  exception  of  an  outpost  distant  upwards  of 
a  mile,  which,  though  strong,  required  too  great  a  force  to 
defend  it    The  occupation  of  this  position  was  persevered 
in  for  some  days,  after  the  enemy  had  got  possessk>n  of 
some  passes,  which  nearly  intercepted  the  communication 
with  the  garrison.     Whedier  from  an  impression  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  retreat,  or  from  the  influence  of  a  powerful  at- 
tack, made  by  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  SSd,  the 
Seapoys,  who  had  the  defence  of  the  post,  gave  way  on  all 
sides  the  moment  the  attack  commenced.    The  42d,  with  a 
corps  of  Seapoys,  were  ordered  out  to  th^  support,  but  so 
.  sudden  was  the  route  of  those  in  advance,  that  the  reinforce- 
ment was  too  late  to  save  them,  and  the  whole  retreated  to- 
gether within  the  garrison.     This  first  iwd  only  error  in  the 
commander,  in  allowing  part  of  his  communicatbns  with 
his  outposts  to  be  cut  ofi^,  and  this  want  of  steadiness  in 
the  troops,  were>  however,  fully  compensated  by  the  ability, 
courage,  and  perseverance,  with  which  the  place  was  after- 
wards defended,  though  the  garrison  were  suffering  the  sever- 
est privations.  Although  the  enemy  were  so  ably  supported, 
and  their  operations  so  powerfully  seconded  by  their  French 
allies,  every  attack  was  Irepulsed    At  length  a  continued 
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bombardment  had  aiade  lai^  breadhes  in  the  iralls,  and  re- 
duced many  parts  into  a  mass  of  ruin,  from  which  the  be- 
sieged could  not  yaiture  to  fire  Am  cimnoa.  '* 

This  silence  on  the  part  of  the  garrison  increased  the 
bddness  of  the  enemy.  They  made  several  attempts  to 
enter  the  breaches  and  take  the  place  by  assault,  but  were 
uniforpdy  repulsed,  sustaining  a  greater  loss  by  every  succes-* 
sive  attack.  In  this  manner  the  enemy  ocmtinued  their  at- 
tacks with  nmilar  bad  saccess,  till  the  20th  of  July,  when, 
both  parties  seeming  equally  disposed  to  rekx  from  their 
fatigue,  a  cessation  of  hostilities  was  agreed  upon.  This 
agreement  was,  however,  broken  on  the  23d,  by  the  enemy, 
who  sprung  a  mine  at  the  moment  that  the  flag  of  truce 
was  flying.  Hostilities  immediately  recommenced^  and  con- 
tinued till  the  S9th,  when  another  cessation,  which  ended  in 
a  regular  armistice,  was  agreed  upon.  By  this  time  the  pro* 
visions  were  nearly  ^chausted,  and  the  consequent  privations 
of  the  garrison  extreme.  On  the  17th  of  August  Brigadier-- 
General  Macleod,  with  a  small  convoy  of  provisions  and  a 
reinforcement  of  troops,  anchored  in  the  bay.  This  pro- 
spect of  relief  animated  the  half  famished  garrison,  but  the 
General,  influenced  by  an  honourable  regard  to  the  terms 
of  the  armistice,  ordered  the  ships  back  to  Tilly  cherry,  not- 
withstanding the  enemy  were  committing  daily  infractions, 
repairing  old  batteries,  and  erecting  new  ones.  On  the  22d 
of  November  another  reinforcement  appeared  on  the  coast. 
Every  arrangement  was  speedily  made  for  the  landing  of 
the  troops,  but  after  they  were  seen  in  the  boats,  diey  again 
re-embarked  in  the  transports  and  sailed. 
.  Another  visit  of  similar  description  was  made  by  General 
Macleod  on  the  last  day  of  pecember,  and  again  he  depart- 
ed, still  preserving  faidi  with  an  enemy  who  showed  no  dis- 
position to  imitate  the  example ;  keeping  the  garrison  in 
close  blockade,  without  the  smallest  suj^y  of  provisions. 

*  The  enemy  threw  stones  weighing  l2o  pounds  from  brge  mortars. 
This  species  of  artillery  destroyed  many  houses^  and  when  they  fell  on 
a  hard  substance,  split  in  pieces,  and  did  great  execution. 
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The  misery  and  privation  of  the  troops  dins  tantaliz- 
ed, had  risen-  to  a  hmght  alriiost  insupportaMe.     They 
were  reduced  to  nearly  one-half  of  their  original  number,  and 
one-half  of  the  remainder  was  id  the  hospital.    Tormented 
and  Uottalised  with  so  many  expeetations  of  relief,  the  sick, 
who  had  been  temp(»nrily  invigorated  by  hope,  became  dis- 
pirited by  their  disappointments,  and  relapsed  into  a  state  of 
despondency,  that  proved  fatal  to  numbers.    Many  of  the 
Se^ioys  became  totally  blind,  and  others  were  so  weak 
that  they  dropped  down  when  shoulderipg  their  .firelocks. 
The  decisive  moment  seemed  now  to  have  arrived ;  their 
provirions  were  nearly  consumed,  the  patience  of  the  troops 
entirely  exhausted  by  frequent  disappomtments ;  they  had  no 
hope  of  relief,  nor  the  least  knowledge  to  what  part  of  the 
coast  Brigadier-Grenerad  Macleod  had  sailed ;  <^  and  the  troops 
were  eating  horses,  frogs,  dogs,  crows,  cat^h,  black  grane, 
&c.  tcCk  and  in  the  utmost  distress  for  etery  necessary  of  life.*' 
In  this  state  it  was  determined,  by  a  council  of  war,  to  sut* 
fender  the  place  on  terms  highly  honourable  to  die  garrison. 
Tlie  terms  were  joyfuUy  accepted  by  the  enemy^  and  the 
garrison  ^oafbarked  for  Ti%dierry^  where  the^  landed  on 
the  4th  of  February  1784« 

This  Ibit,  defended  by  a  fewhund^d  men,  einj>leyed  the 
Stdtah^s  mam  army  for  nearly  iiine  months ;  and  while  thel 
ftnnness  6f  the  garrison  must  eJ!xelte  admiration,  it  is  to  be 
r^tetted  that  such  an  event  did  not  oecur  earHeY  in  the' 
war,  as  the  neutralizing  of  so  vast  a  force  would  have  great- 
ly influenced  the  progress  of  hostilities.  A  detidled  account 
of  casualties  in  the  garrison  has  not  been  published,  but  the 
small  loss  of  the  Highlanders  shows  the  spirit  with  which 
every  assault  and  attempt  of  the  enemy  were  resisted. 
These  numerous  attacks  were  received  mdi  an  energy,  and 
were  driven  back  with  a  rapidity,  that  paralyzed  the  eneiny, 
and  rendered  thdr  fire  in  a  manner  aimless,  and  of  UtUe 
eflBsct ;  consequently,  the  loss  was  only  Captain  Dalyeli, 
Lieutenants  Macpherson,  Mackenzie,  and  M acinCyre,  and 
i7  soldiers,  killed;  and  Captains  William  Stewart,  (who 
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died  of  WDuncU,)  Bobert  John  Najner,  Lieutenants  Murray, 
Robertson^  and  Welsh,  and  76  soldiers,  wounded.  * 

Thus  ended  the  defence  of  Mangalore,  an  event  which  did 
not,  in  this  country,  receive  the  notice  which  it  so  well  deserv- 
ed,  from  the  firmness  displayed  by  the  besieged  against 
8o  great  a  force  of  the  besiegers,  urged  on  by  the  invete^ 
racy  and  determination  of  the  Sultan,  exasperated  at  the 
unexpected  defence  of  so  diminutite  a  place,  apparently  in« 
capable  df  resisting  a  regular  si^,  but  which,  nevertheless, 
consumed  so  much  of  his  time  and  of  his  army.  -|- 

Mai^alore  consisted  of  an  upper  and  lower  fort,  sur- 
rounded  by  a  ditch,  in  some  parts  deep  and  wide,  without 
any  bomb-proof  casement  or  cover ;  but  the  true  defence 
oonmsted  in  the  firmness  and  reciprocal  confidence  subsist- 
ing between  the  commander  and  the  garrison,  and  not  in  the 
strength  of  the  walls,  or  the  depth  of  the  ditch.  The  force 
,  of  this  garrison  conasted  of  the  second  battaUon  of  the  42d, 
a  few  men  of  the  100th  regiment,  a  detachment  of  Euro- 
pean infantry  and  artillery,  and  the  Ist  and  8th  battalions 
of  Bombay  Seapoys.  The  good  conduct  df  these  native  bat- 
talions yras  so  conspicuous,  thai  the  latter  was  made  a  grena- 
dier corps,  and,  fortunately  for  the  service,  great  unanimity 
subsisted  between  them  and  the  Highlanders,  who  named 
them  their  first  battalion.  Colonel  Fullarton,  in  his  Views 
of  the  British  Interests  in  India,  says,  '^  We  how  arrive  at 
the  most  interesting  moment  of  the  war ;  the  garrison  of 

*  Among  the  officers  of  the  garriflon  killed  was  Mr  Dennis^  the  act- 
ing chaplain.  Soon  after  the  siege  commenced,  he  was  standing  be- 
hind a  breast- work  of  sand-bags,  viewing  the  operations  of  the  enemy, 
and  looking  through  a  small  opening,  a  match-lock  ball  entered,  and 
paanng  through  his  fordiead,  killed  him  en  the  spot. 

t  After  the  sorrender^  Colonel  Campbell  had  an  audience  of  the 
Snltan,  who  said  many  handsome  things  on  the  gallant  defence  of  his 
ffarrison,.  made  him  a  present  of  an  Arabian  charger  and  sabre, 
and  behaved  altogether  in  a  manner  which  formed  a  complete  contrast 
to  his  &ther^8,  as  weU  aa  to  hk  own  crad  treatment  of  the  mifbrtunate 
prisonen  who  fell  into  their  hands.  The  miseries  inflicted  on  General 
Mathews  and  his  amy  afler  the  surrender  in  Beddinore  were  shocking 
10  humanity. 
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Mangdore,   under    its    inestimable   commainder,   Cdbnel 
Campbell,  had  made  a  defence  that  has  seldom  been  eqnal- 
Ifdj  and  never  surpassed.      With  a  handful  of  men,  worn 
out  by  famine,  he  resisted  for  many  months  a  formidable 
force  undar  Tippoo  Sultan.    The  whole  power  of  this 
Prince^  assisted  by  the  science  of  the  French  auxiliaries, 
could  not  foKce  a  breach  that  had  long  been  laid  open,  and 
he  was  repulsed  in  every  attempt  to  take  it  by  storm.^  The 
Honourable  LieUtenant-Colonel  Colin  Lindsay^  in  his.  Mili- 
tary Misedlatiy,  speaking  of  this  and  another  similar  affair^ 
says,  ^^  The  defence  of  Colberg,  in  Pomerania,  by  Major 
Heiden  and  his  small  garrison,  and  that  of  Mangalore,  in 
the  Edst  Indies,  byColonel  Campbelland  the  second  battalion 
of  the  Royal  Highlanders,  now  the  78d  regiment,  we  con- 
ceive^ a^  as  noble  examples  ob  any  in  history  ^^ 

The  East  India  Company  appear  to  have  been  of  the 
same  opinion,  for  they  ordered  a  monument  to  be  erected  at 
Bombay  to  the  memory  of  Colonel  Campbell^  *  Captains 
Stewart  and  Dalyell,  and  those  who  fell  at  the  siege,  and 
a  handsome  gratuity  to  be  given  to  the  survivors. 

The  r^pment,  now  much  reduced,  embarked  for  TiHy- 
dierry,  where  it  remained  till  April  1784,  and  then  embark^ 
ed  f<Hr  .fiombay. 

*  Colond  Campi)ell  died  at  BomtMiy.     Ite  was  the  eldest  of  seten 
Sons  all  of  whom  died  hefbre  their  fiither^  Lord  Stonefield^  one  of 
the  Lords  Of  Sesrion,  hy  Lady  Grace  Stuart,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute.    This  aooompUahcd  officer  combined  the  qualities  of  great  firm- 
ness and  rapid  dedaidn  with  conciliating  mamiera.    By  his  example 
and  energy^  he  enoonraged  the  brare^  and  ehedced  thoae  who  might 
be  inelined  to  murroor  at  such  privations  and  hardships  as  they  en- 
countered in  Mangalore ;  and  by  his  kindness  and  aensibih'ty  to  the 
distress  of  his  soldiers^  he  cheei^  and  inspired  all.    Captain  William 
Stewart  died  of  his  wonnds.    He  had  been  Deputy  Quartermaster  6e. 
neral  to  General  Mathews*  army,  but  had  resigned,  and  joined  his  re* 
giment  before  the  surrender  of  that  commander  and  his  unfortwiate 
army.    Captain  Stewart  was  son  of  William  Stewart  of  Garth.    Cap« 
tain  Dalyell  was  an  intelligent  and  accomplished  officer.    While  at  sea 
hensTigated  to  a  sea-pert  the  transport  which  had  parted  company,  and 
in  the  field  he  wasa  bra?e  soldier,  and  an  excellent  engineer.    He  was 
iMi  of  Mr  Dalyell  of  Lingo,  in  the  county  of  Fife. 


The  megd  of  Mangalore  was  the  last  active  sernoe  m 
which  this  r^^iment  was  emplojed  as  the  second  battalion 
of  Boyal  Highlanders.  At  the  concluaon  cf  the  war,  it 
was  intimated  to  the  second  battalion,  that,  instead  of  placing 
idl  the  officers  on  hal^pay,  the  juniors  should  be  reduced 
in  each  rank  of  both  battalions.  On  this  intimation,  mii« 
tual  representations  were  made  by  each  battalion,  stating' 
the  service  of  officers  in  distant  regions.  The  case  was 
taken  into  consideraticm,  and  to  save  officers,  who  had 
served  so  long,  from  the  half-pay,  and  as  the  battalion  was 
BOW  complete  in  numbers  by  recruits  firmn  Scotland,  his 
Majesty  ordered  it  to  be  formed  into,  a  separate  corps,  with 
green  facings  instead  of  blue^  under  the-  denominatioa  of 
the  78d  regiment,  and  the  oommand  to  be  given  to  Sir 
George  Osborne.  It  was  now  a  distinct  corps  so  far  as  re« 
lated  to  chai^  of  name;  but  it  hcui  always  upheld  the 
diaracter  which  it  had  so  honourably  acquired  as  fos- 
ter-brother to  the  old  Highland  regnnent.  This  event 
took  plate  at  Dinapore  in  Bengalt  cm  the  18th  of  AjhiI 
1786. 

I  shall  nc»w  proceed  with  a  rapiA  sketch  of  the  actions 
and  svrvices  of  the  78d  Highhmd  iegunent,  down  to  the 
period  when  that  designation,  together  with  the  ancient  na- 
tional dress,  was  changed  in  the  year  1809* 

The  78d  removed  from  Dinapore  to  Cawenpore,  in  De- 
cember  1787,  and,  remaining  there  till  March  1790,  moved 
to  Fort  William  in  Bengal.  Fn»n  thence  the  regiment 
was  sent  round,  in  1791,  to  the  coast  of  Malabar,  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  Migor-6ena*al  Robert  Aber- 
cromby.  During  these  periods  several  detachments  of  re^^ 
cruits  joined  from  Scotland,  and  different  changes  took 
place  among  the  officers  Major  Macdowall  was  promoted 
to  the  57th,  and  was  succeeded  by  Captain  James  Spens ; 
Osptains  Grant  and  Henry  Grahame  retired,  and  Francis 
Skelly  was  promoted  to  the  74th  regiment* 

Lord  Comwallis,  having  resolved  to  attack  Sadngapatam, 
directed  Gaoeral  Abercromby,  with  all  his  disposable  force. 
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oonriitiiig  of  the  Vdd,  70di,  and  76tih,  British,  and  geven 
NaliTe  r^ments,  to  form  a  jimction  near  the  point  of  at- 
taok.  This  army  commenced  its  march  on  the  5th  of 
Deeember  1791*  The  roads  were  much  cut  up  with  the 
torrevts  of  the  Mcnsoons,  which  occasioned  great  delay  and 
diiBcuUy  in  getting  forward  the  heavy  artillery  and  pn>- 
visieiis.  On  the  Slst  of  January  ITdS,  they  had  ascended 
the  Ghauts,  and  were  proceeding  on  the  S2d,  when  orders 
were  receiTed  to  halt,  to  place  the  heavy  artiUery  in  posi- 
tion, and  to  be  ready  to  move  forward  in  light  marching 
order,  on  the  shortest  notice.  General  Abercromby  remain- 
ed Here  till  February,  when  he  was  directed  to  move  for- 
ward, and  occupy  a  position  a}>out  40  miles  from  Seringapa- 
tam.  He  commenced  his  march  on  the  8th,  and  on  the 
11th,  having  received  farther  instructions,  lie  crossed  the 
Cavery  at  Evalore.  In  the  course  of  his  march,  parlies  of 
the  enony^s  horse  made  several  attempts  to  break  in  upon 
the  baggage,  and  on  the  ISth,  hi  particular,  they  pushed 
forward  with  great  boldness,  but  were  never  able  to  make 
any  impressioiL  On  the  16th,  a  junction  was  formed  near 
SeringapnCam.  On  the  JMd,  a  part  of  the  army  had  a 
smart  conflict  wiA  the  enemy,  which  ended  in  the  repalse 
of  the  latter ;  and  on  the  S4th,  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
having  been  settled,  all  hostilities  ceased. 

ComnderaUy  reduced  by  sickness,  but  always  receiving 
rainferctments  of  leeruitB,  the  78d  marched  into  the  Car- 
natie.  The  r^ment  was  800  strong  in  1799,  when  em- 
barked  on  the  expedition  against  Pondicherfy,  where  they 
served  in  Colonel  Davki  Basrd^s  brigaded.  In  this  service 
Captain  Galpme^  Lieutenant  Donald  Maogregor,  and  En- 
siffirTod,  were  killed. 

-  In  179^,  the  78d  regiment  formed  part  of  the  force,  un- 
der Blajor-General  James  Stuart,  destined  to  act  again?! 
Ceykm»  and  remained  in  that  island  till  1797,  when  they 
returiied  to  Madras,  and  were  quartered  at  St  Thomas's 
Mount  and  other  parts  ci  that  presidency,  till  they  took  the 
field  in  lT99i  and  joined  the  army  under  General  Harris. 
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On  the  1st  of  February  the  first  division  of  the  armj 
tnored  forward  on  ati  enterprite  which  was  to  decide  the 
fate  of  an  extensive,  rich^  and  popukms  kingdom.    On  the 
S7th  of  March  the  army  was  at  Malrilly,  when  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy,  under  the  command  of  the  Sultan,  was 
seen  drawn  up  about  two  miles  distant  from  the  Elnglish 
encampment      Here  a  smart  skirmish  took  place  between 
the  advanced  picquets  under  Col<md  Sherbrooke  and  the 
enemy'^s  cavalry*      This  brought  on  a  more  general  action^ 
which  ended  in  the  rout  of  the  whole  of  the  enemy^s  force, 
with  the  loss  of  1,000  men,  while  that  of  the  British  wad* 
only  69  men  kUIed  and  wounded.     The  army  continued  ta 
advance  slowly,  and,  on  the  5th  of  April,  took  up  a  posi- 
tion preparatory  to  the  si^e  of  the  capital  of  Mysore,  now 
undertaken  for  the  third  time  within  the  space  of  a  few  years. 
The  same  evening  the  enemy'*s  advanced  troops  and  rocket- 
men  annoyed  the  picquets,  when  two  oolumnst^  under  the' 
Honourable  (Jolonel  Arthur  Wellealey  and  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Shaw,  were  directed  to  drive  them  back,  and  estab- 
Ibh  posts  more  in  advance.     Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  and  some  unexpected  obstructions,  this  attempt  fail- 
ed ;  but  the  object  was  accomplished,  the  following  mornings 
by  the  same  officers.     The  advanced  posts  were  established 
within  1,800  yards  of  the  garrison.     On  the  I5th  the  Bom- 
bay army,  under  Major-General  James  Stuart,  joined  and 
took  up  a  poidtion  in  the  line.     On  the  17tli  a  party,  under 
Colonel  Hart  of  the  75th,  advanced  and  dislodged  the*ene- 
my,  and,  after  forcing  them  back,  established  themselves 
under  cover  within  1,000  yards  of  the  fort      At  the  same 
time  Major  Macdonald  of  the  78d,  with  a  detachment  of 
his  own  and  other  regiments,  took  possession  of  a  post  at 
the  same  distance  from  the  fort  on  the  south.     In  the  mean 
time,  batteries  were  erecting,  and  all  necessary  preparations 
for  a  siege  going  forward  with  great  activity,  when,  on  the 
evening  of  the  SOth,  another  advance  was  made  by  Colonels 
Sherbrooke,  St  John,  and  Monypenny,  who  drove  8,000  of 

the  enemy  from  an  entrenched  position,  within  800  yards 
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of  the  place,  with  a  loss  to  the  latter  of  250  inen,  while  that 
of  the  British  was  only  five  killed  and  wounded.  Ap- 
proadies  so  easily  accomplished  must  soon  lead  to  a  conclu- 
sion. On  the  22d  the  enemy  made  a  vigorous  sortie  on  all 
the  advanced  posts.  They  were  repulsed,  but  they  renew- 
ed the  attack  repeatedly,  till  they  were  finally  driven  back 
with  great  loss*  Oxk  the  S3d  the  batteries  c^iened  with  such 
efiect,  that  in  the  course  of  the  day  they  ^lenced  all  the 
guns  oi:^K>8ed  to  themi  In  this  manner  the  operations  were 
carried  on  till  the  mcxning  of  the  4th  of  May,  when  it  was 
resolved  to  attempt  the  place  by  assault.  The  command 
was  gpven  to  Major-Gkneral  Baird,  who,  twenty  years  be- 
fore, had  been  a  prisoner  within  those  walls  which  he  was 
BOW  to  force.  *  The  assault  was  to  be  made  in  two  co- 
lumns, commanded  by  Colonels  Dtmlop  and  Sherbrooke ; 
the  Honourable  Colonel  Arthur  Wellealey  to  command  the 
reserve.  The  whole  amounted  to  4,376  firelocks.  At  one 
o^clock  in  the  afternoon  all  was«  ready,  and,  on  the  signal 
being  given,  the  troops  rushed  forward,  and  in  less  llian 
two  hours  the  capital  of  Mysore  was  in  possession  of  the 
English*  The  Sultan  and  many  of  the  principal  ofBters 
were  found  among  the  slain,  and  all  who  survived  within 
the  walls  were  made  prisoners. 

After  this  important  service,  the  78d  was  employed  under 
Colonel  Wellesley,  who  marched  against  an  active  and 
aealous  partisan  cf  the  late  Sultan.    Tliis  chief  was  soon 

*  History  has  seldom  produced  a  more  striking  difierenoe  in  the 
tbrtunes  and  circumstances  of  a  man's  life^  than  in  the  case  of  this  of- 
fleer.  He  now  entered  as  a  conqueror  within  the  walls  of  a  town' 
where  he  had  been  led  in  aa  a  prisoner,  and  kept  in  chaioa  for  three 
years,  saflfering  under  the  roost  crudi  treatment  As  a  oonqueior,  he 
showed  a  bright  example  of  the  difference  between  ferocious  and  ge^ 
nerous  minds.  His  revenge,  when  retaliation  was  in  his  power,  was 
shown  by  endeaTours  to  save  the  now  prostrate  enemy,  and  the  inha- 
bitants, ftoaa  the  ihry  of  his  troops,  who  knew  what  he  and  his  bra^e 
fiiUioiw-aiiBfertes  had  been  made  to  endure,  and  were  consequently  more 
than  usually  exasperated* 
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afterwards  killed  in  a  charge  of  cavalry,  and  the  arm j  re- 
turned to  quarters. 

The  regiment  remained  stationary  in  the  conquered 
country,  and  in  different  parts  of  India,  till  embarked  for 
England  at  Madras  in  1805.  All  men  fit  for  duty,  who 
preferred  remaining  in  the  country,  were  allowed  a  bounty. 
So  many  accepted  the  ofier,  that  few  came  home.  These 
few  landed  at  Greenwich  in  July  1806,  and  marched  from 
thence  to  Scotland.  When  they  reached  Perth  in  1807, 
diere  were  only  Quartermaster  Mackintosh  and  a  few  men 
rBUudning  of  those  who  were  embodied  there  in  1780  as 
the  second  battalion  of  the  Royal  Highland  Regiment.  In 
1809  the  ranks  were  again  filled  up  to  800  men,  when  the 
unifonn  and  designation  being  changed,  they  were  no 
more  to  be  $aDed  Highland.  In  the  same  year  a  second 
battalion  was  added,  and  the  first  embarked  for  New  South. 
Wales. 


SEVENTY-FOURTH   BEGIMENT. 

1787. 

Thb  state  of  affairs  in  India,  during  the  year  1787,  re- 
quirii^  an  additional  military  force,  four  new  regiments 
were  ordered  to  be  raised  for  that  establishment ;  two  of 
them  to  be  recruited  in  the  north  of  Scotland^  and  two  in  the 
United  Kingdom  in  general. 

The  establishment  of  the  army,  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  war,  having  been  reduced  as  low  as  the  73d  regiment^ 
the  first  of  those  now  raised  became,,  of  course,  the  74th, 
which,  along  with  the  75th,  was  to  be  Highland ;  while  the 
other  two  regiments,  the  76th  and  77th,  were  to  have  no 
particular  denomination. 

Major-General  Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  K.B.  from  the  half- 
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pay  of  Fnser's  HighlaaderB,  was  appointed  coloneL  The 
regimental  establishment  consisted  of  tea  companies,  of  75 
men  each,  with  the  usual  comjdement  of  officeis  and  non^ 
commissioned  officers. 

As  the  call  for  reinforcements  to  India  was  urgent,  or- 
ders were  issued  to  embody  as  many  men  y  had  be^  raised 
previously  to  January  1788,  without  waiting  for  the  full  com^ 
plement    Acocmlingly,  400  men,  of  whom  about  one-half 
were  Highlanders,  were  assembled  at  Glasgow,  and  marched 
to  Grangemouth,  where  they  embarked  for  Chatham^  whence 
they  sailed  for  the  East  Indies,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
William  Wallace;  the  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Gordon  Forbes, 
and  the  officers  of  the  Staff,  ranaining  to  recruit,  the  reg^ 
ment  to  the  full  establishment     This  object  being  accom- 
plished in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  the  recruits,  in  Fe- 
bruary 1789,  followed  the  former  detachment;  and,  after  a 
passage  of  four  months,  during  which  they  enjoyed  the 
most  perfect  health,  landed  at  Madras  in  June.    There  was 
a  marked  difference  in' the  state  of  this  voyagej  as  compar- 
ed with  those  of  the  Highlanders  of  the  second  battalion  of 
the  42d,  78d,  and  78th  regiments,  who,  in  the  years  1780  and 
1781,  were  eleven,  twelve,  and  thirteen  months  at  sea,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  scurvy,  (a  disease  now  almost  unknown,) 
and  other  complaints  common  in  those  days  on  long  voy- 
ages, had  carried  off  nearly  800  men  ol  the  three  battahons, 
with  a  correqpoading  {nroportion  of  officers.     Seaforth^s 
Highlanders,  in  particular,  were  so  reduced  by  scurvy, 
night  blbdness,  and  an  aceumulatioii  of  oth^  diseases,  that 
it  was  not  until  they  had  been  recruited  by  some  months^ 
rest  and  refreshment  in  the  country,  that  they  could  take 
die  field.     In  the  present  instance,  however,  no  inccmve- 
nieQoe  was  experienced,  although  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  men  had  been  raised  in  Glasgow  and  Paisley,  not  the 
best  nurseries  for  robust  scddiers ;  for,  independently  of  the 
dissipation  too  common  in  crowded  cities,  men  confined 
twelve  and  fourteen  hours  a^ay  in  warm  close  manufac- 
tories, sddom  bceathmg  the  fresh  air,  nd  never  exposed  to 
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the  inclemency  and  vidssitudes  of  the  weath^,  require  time 
befoVe  thdr  constitutions  can  accommodate  themselves  to 
such  a  change  of  circumstaDoes^  and  cannot  bear  wet  and 
cold  in  the  same  manner  as  those  trained  up  to  agricultoral 
employments,  and  from  their  infancy  habitually  exposed  to 
all  w^Uhers.-  In  the  present  instance,  however,  the  healthy 
state  of  the  troops  was  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the  ex- 
cellent conditi<m  of  the  ships,  the  superior  quality  of  the 
provisions,  and  the  expeditious  voyage,  all  of  which  circum- 
stances were  different  in  the  years  1780  and  1781. 

The  uniform  of  the  regiment  was  the  full  Highland  garb, 
which  was  laid  aside  in  the  East,  as  improper  for  the  cli- 
mate :  thus  an  uniform,  which  contributes  to  give  so  mar- 
tial an  appearance  to  a  body  of  men,  is  unfortunately  con- 
sidered too  oold  for  a  winter  campaign  in  the  North,  and 
too  hot  for  one  in  the  South  ;  for,  [singular  as  it  may  ap- 
pear, the  kilt,  as  commonly  w(»ii,  with  so  many  plaits  fold- 
ed round  the  body,  retains  too  much  warmth  in  the  hot 
seasons  of  the  year,  although  it  is  found  an  excellent  pre- 
ventive against  complaints  in  the  bowels,  common  in  oold 
and  damp  weather. 

When  this  re^ment  was,  in  1789,  united  at  the  canton- 
ments of  Poonamalee,  it  composed  a  corps  of  750  men,  per- 
fecUy  fitted  for  service.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell,  who 
had  succeeded  Colonel  Forbes  in  the  command,  was  indefa- 
tigable  in  training  them  to  an  uniform  discipline.  Of  this 
sort  of  duty  he  had  acquired  some  experience  during  his 
service  in  America,  as  captain  in  Fraser^s  Highlanders; 
though,  perhaps,  that  corps  was  but  an  indifferent  school 
for  acquiring  the  polish  and  correctness  which  strict  disci- 
pline bestows.  /Yet  few  re^ments,  in  modem  warfare,  did 
more  duty,  of  the  most  efficient  kind,  with  less  discipline, 
than  Fraser'^s  Highlanders ;  and,  as  the  training  of  the  71st, 
such  as  it  was,  so  well  answered  the  purpose  for  which 
all  drilling  is  intended,  it  could  not  be  greatiy  misapplied 
in  the  case  of  the  74th. 

Hostilities,  which  had  for  some  time  past  been  anticipat- 
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ed^  wei^  now  ready  to  commence ;  and  Colonel  Maxwell 
had  an  early  opportunity  of  giving  an  honourable  specimen 
of  his  ability,  and  of  the  professional  knowledge  which  he 
had  acquired.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1790,  L<»d  Gim- 
wallis  put  all  his  forces  in  motion ;  the  Madras  army,  of 
which  the  74th  formed  a  part,  bding  under  the  command  of 
Major-General  Meadows.  After  a  variety  of  movements, 
this  re^ment,  in  conjunction  with  the  corps  commanded  by 
Colonel  Kelly,  wai^  ordered  to  defend  the  passes  leading 
into  the  Camatic  froi^ci  Mysore.  This  officer  having  died 
towards  the  end  of  September,  the  command  devolved  on 
Colond  Maxwell.  On  the  1st  of  November,  he  was  order- 
ed to  attack  Baramahl ;  and,  entering  that  country,  reach-* 
ed  the  neighbourhood  of  Kistnaggery,  (one  of  those  stupen- 
dous, and  apparently  impregnable,  fortified  rocks,  with 
which  that  country  abounds,)  which  he  intended  to  attack ; 
but,  before  he  had  completed  his  arrangements,  Tippoo 
Saib,  who  had  received  speedy  information  of  this  invasion 
of  his  territory,  marched,  with  three-fourths  of  his  army,  to 
relieve  the  place,  and,  en  the  12th,  appeared  in  great  force^ 
ready  to  act  against  Colonel  Maxwell.  But  this  officer  took 
up  so  excellent  a  position,  and  availed  himself  with  such 
judgment  of  the  strength  of  his  ground,-— with  equal  de- 
cision and  promptitude,  varying  his  dispositions  according  to 
circumstances, — that  he  anticipated  and  frustrated  every 
attempt  of  the  Sultan  to  attack  him,  unless  at  such  manifest 
disadvantage  as  Tippoo  was  unwilling  to  hazard.  On  the 
two  following  days,  similar  attempts  were  renewed,  with  the 
aid  of  increased  numbers,  but  n^th  no  better  success. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th,  the  Sultan  drew  off  his  troops, 
on  the  approach  of  General  Meadows  with  the  British  army. 
Thus,  with  the  74th  and  76th  regiments,  the  4th  battalion 
of  the  Madras  Europeans,  and  the  Sd,  7th,  18th,  14th> 
21st,  26th^  and  27th  Bengal  Seapoys,  Colonel  Maxwell 
baffled  the  bold  attempts  of  an  army  greatly  superior  in 
numbers,  and  thwarted  the  plans  of  the  Sultiui,  whiph,  had 
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they  been  sueoeisfuly  would  have  giv^i  him  an  eckst  ex^ 
tremdy  advanti^geoos  to  his  lailitarfr  character.  ' 

When  Colonel  MaxwellV  detachuMfit  joined  the  anny, 
under  General  Meadows,  the  74th  was  put  in  brigade  with 
the  71st  and  7Sd  Highland  regim^itsi  and  accompanied  all 
the  nio¥enient;0/of  d^  ^Bagr>- with  no  loss  on  their  part,  until 
the  Slst  of  IdU^^  1*291,  when  the  grenadiers,  idong  with 
those  of  the  SjSth,  5£d,  7l8t,  and  76th  regiments,  together 
with  their  h^t  cpmpanies,  under  the^  gommand  of.  Major 
Skelly  of  the  74th,  supported  by  the  76th  regiment,  tlie 
whole  commanded  by  Colonel  Maxwell,  were  ordered  to 
storm  Bangalore,  which  had  been  previously  besieged. 
The  attack  succeeded  in  every  point.  The  loss  of  the  ene- 
my was  great,  that  of  the  British  moderate.  With  the  loss  of 
only  five  men  was  taken  a  garrison  which,  as  will  be  seen  in 
the  article  on  the  second  battalion  of  the  4£d  regiment,  when 
defended  by  a  small  but  resolute  body  of  men,  resisted  for 
many  months  a  force  of  not  less  than  90,000  men,  whose 
attempts  would  have  been  completely  frustrated,  had  it  not 
be^  for  the  failure  of  provisions.  Fourteen  hundred  brave 
men  paralysed  and  rendered  unavailable  every  effort  of  an 
enemy,  more  than  ozty  times  their  own  number ;  and  this 
too  in  a  garrison  without  regular  fortifications. 

The  74th  continued  to  bear  a  share  in  all  the  movements 
of  the  campaign,  until  the  second  attempt  on  Seringapatam^ 
when^  on  the  6th  of  February  I7989  the  army  was  formed 
for  th^  attack.  The  right  wing,  under  Majcv-General 
Meadowi^  consisted  of  the  d6th  and  76th  re^pments,  the 
centre,  under  the  immediate  order  of  4he  Commander4i^ 
Chief,  was  composed  of  the  58d  regiment,  and  of  the  71st 
and  74th  Highlanders.  .  The  72d  Hi^landers  formed  the 
left  wing,  under  Colonel  Maxwell.  * 

*  This  able  and  high-spirited  officer  died  at  Cnddalore  in  179«. 
He  was  son  of  Sir  William  Maxwell  of  Monrdth.  At  an  early  age  he 
was  appointed  to  a  company  in  Fraser^a  Highlanders^  in  which  r^ment 
he  served  dimng  the  whole  of  the  Aioerioan  war  with  a  degree  of  appro. 

12 
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On  this,  as  well  as  on  all  suooeediiig  oocamons,  the  ccm« 
duct  of  the  74th  was  honoured  with  marked  approbation. 
After  the  conclusion  of  the  war  with  the  Sultan,  this  regi« 
ment  returned  with  the  annj  to  the  coast;  and,  in  the 
month  of  July  1798,  the  flank  companies  were  embodied 
with  those  of  the  71st,  and  formed  part  of  the  expedition 
against  Pondicherrj* 

This  service  being  completed,  these  companies  again  joto- 
ed  their  battalions^  now  augmented  by  an  accession  of  num- 
bers from  Europe,  more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the  loss 
sustained  in  the  preceding  campugns ;  and,  in  1797,  when 
the  71st  was  ordered  to  Europe,  upwards  of  SOO  men  of 
that  regiment  joined  the  74th,  so  that,  in  the  following  year, 
when  the  regiment  took  the  field,  under  Lieutenant-GreAeral 
Harris,  it  was  strong  in  numbers,  and  in  an  effident  state 
for  service. 

In  all  the  operations  that  ultimately  led  to  the  storming 
of  Sering^patam,  on  the  4th  of  May  1799,  thjs  regiment  had 
its  full  share,  and,  on  this  memorable  occasion,  when  the 
destruction  of  a  powerful  djrnasty  was  aHnj^eted,.  and  a 
great  empire  overthrown,  ^^  the  very  spirited  attack,  led  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Alexander  Campbell,  of  the  74th  regi« 
ment,  which  tended  so  greatly  to  secure  the  position  our 
troops  had  attained  in  the  enemy^s  works,  claimed  the  strong- 
est approbation  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.^  * 

From  this  period  nothing  material  occurred  until  1803, 
in  the  August  of  which  year  the  regiment  formed  part  of 
the  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  Wallace,  in  the  army 
detached  under  the  H<mourable  Major-General  Arthur 
Wellesley.  On  the  8th  of  this  month  the  fortress  of  Ah- 
madnagur,  then  in  the  possession  of  Sdndia,  the  Mahratta 
Chief,  was  attacked  and  carried  by  assault,  in  which  the 

bstion  which  his  latsr  oooduct  proved  he  so  well  merited^  end  which 
ihowed  that  he  was  one  of  thoie  whose  premature  death  their  ooiintry 
has  reoioii  to  deplore. 

*  General  Ordets. 

VOL.  IT.  6 
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74th  was  present,  and  distinguidied  fbr  its  oondiiet.  Oa 
the  SSd  of  September  was  fpugfat  the  battle  of  Assaye,  wheM 
the  brant  of  the  attack  fell  on  the  74th.  *  A  short  account  of 
this  service  will  be  seen  in  the  article  on  the  78th  Re^ment, 
as  also  of  the  battle  of  Argaum  on  die  29th  November,  when 
this  regiment  was  also  engaged,  l^ongk  much  reduced  in 
numbers,  from  the  loss  sustained  at  the  battle  of  Assaye. 

The  74th  continued  under  the  command  of  General 
Wellesley  while  he  was  in  the  field,  and,  in  September  1805^ 
embarked  for  England,  leaving  the  men  fit  for  duty  in' the 
country. 

Few  Highland  offices  being  in  the  regiment  when  it 
returned  from  India,  r^ecruittng  was  by  no  means  success- 
ful in  the  north,  with  the  exception  of  that  part  of  the 
duty  entrusted  to  Captain  Russell  Manners^  whose  zeal  and 
exertions  at  Perth  met  with  merited  success. 

In  1809  the  Highland  uniform  was  laid  aside,  and,  as  the 
corps  was  not  hereafter  to  be  known  by  any  national  desig- 
nation, the  uniform  of  the  line  was  adopted. 

In  the  autumn  of  1811  this  regiment,  now  upwards  of 
700  strong,  embarked  for  Spain,  and  was  again  placed  under 
the  command  of  its  former  General  in  India. 

DuriBg  the  course  of  the  campaigns  in  Spain  and  France, 
they  maintained  an  umform  character  fbr  gallantry  in  the 

*  The  regiment  lost  at  Ajmje  Captiuis  IX  Aytone,  Andrew  Dyoe, 
Roderick  Madeod^  John  MaxweU,  Lieutenants  John  Campbell,  Jphn 
Morshead  Campbell,  Lorn  CampbeU,  *  James  Grant,  J.  Morris,  Ro- 
bert Neilson-;  Volunteer  Moore,  9  Serjeants,  7  drummers,  and  127  rank 
and  file,  killed.  Major  Samuel  Swinton,  Captains  Norman  Moan, 
Mathew  Shaw,  John  Alexander  Meim  Robert  Macmurdo,  J.  Long- 
land,  £nsign  Kierman  ;  U  serjieants,  7  drummers,  and  S70  rank  apd 
flle^  wounded* 

*  lieutenant  Lom  Campbell  wtt  son  of  Colonel  Campbell  of  Melfosd,  an 
aetive  and  intelligent  officer  of  the  42d  regiment  in  the  Seven  Yean*  Wmr.  Th# 
Melford  family  was  very  unfortunate  this  year.  Three  biothen  fell  in  the  HM^ 
Captain  John  Campbell^  and  Lieutenants  Alexander  and  lAun  GampbeU,  aa  fU 
so  a  near  rehtkm,  Lieutenant  Morriiead  CaropbeUt  ton  of  Colonel  Alexander 
Campbell  of  the  74th  regiment. 
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field.    A  mare  enumenitimi  of  the  battles  in  which  they 
weie  engaged,  will  show  how  well  this  respectable  regiment 
merits  the  gratitude  of  the  country;  and  give  some  notion 
of  the  share  they  haye  had  in  the  signal  and  succesaye  det 
feats  sustained  by  the  enemy.     In  India  they  were  present 
at  Seringapatam  and  at  Assaye.     In  Spain  and  France  at 
BusaoO)  Fuentes  de  Onor,  Cuidad  Bcxhigo,  Badajos,  Sala- 
manca, Vittoria,  Pyrenees,  Nivelle^  Orth^  and  Toulouse, 
being  twelve  in  all ;— an  h<mourable  enumeration,  and  all 
fon^t  under  the  eye  of  the  same  commander ;  for  although 
General  Wellesley  did  not  Command-in-Chief  at  Seringapa- 
tam as  at  Assaye,  he  was  a  General  on  the  Staff,  and  close 
to  the  74th  r^ment,  which  has  nnce  performed  so  many 
long  and  fSeitiguing  marches,  and  shared  in  so  many  import* 
onterents  under  him. 


*  ■ 

S&rSHtT-VIFtH  HIGHLAND  RBGIMfiMt. 

1787. 

This  was  the^second  Highland  regiment  nosed  in  1787. 
In  the  autumn  of  that  year.  Colonel  Robert  Abercromby 
was  appointed  coloilel  of  a  re^ment  to  be  raised  in  the 
North  of  Scotland*  When  a  man  of  good  family  in  Soot- 
land  was  thus  appointed,  the  town  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  which  his  influence  chiefly  lay  was  usually  fixed  upon 
as  head-quarters.  This  corps  was,  therefore,  to  be  embo- 
died in  Stirling.  But,  in  the  present  case,  the  property  of 
the  family  of  Tullibody,  lying  close  to  the  base  of  the 
Grampians,  on  the  southern  side,  where,  short  as  the  dis- 
tance was,  the  inhabitants  differ  so  materially  in  their  man- 
ners and  diqx)8itions  from  those  within  the  range.  Colonel 
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Abercromby  could  not  raise  bis  naeo  as  has  oftea  beea 
doD6  in  the  Highlands  :«^that  is,  wittiout  money.  High- 
ly respectable  as  the  family  of  Tullibody  is,  an  ordinary 
tacksman  of  a  good  family  in  tha  Highlands  could,  under  the 
ancient  system,  have  sent  more  n^en  to  serve  the  King,  not- 
withstanding Mr  Abercromby's  high  character,  and  the 
eminence  of  his  sons,  who  had  risen  to  the  head  of  their 
respective  professions ;  so  different  was  the  character  of 
a  people  divided  from  the  rest  of  their  countrymen  only 
by  a  ridge  of  hills.  To  the  south  of  those  hills,  no 
recruits  could  be  obtained  without  money.  In  the  north 
money  had  its  influence,  but,  in  raiMBg  soldiers,  it  was  less 
regarded  than  the  character  and  family  of  the  person  re- 
cruiting, and  with  whose  fortunes  the  young  soldiers  con- 
nected themselves.  But,  although  Colonel  Abercromby 
did  not  derive  from  his  family  the  influence  of  a  chief,  he 
had  an  equivalent  influence  proceeding  from  the  same  causes, 
which  gave  the  gentlemen  of  the  Highlands  so  much  com- 
mand over  the  minds  and  dispositions  of  their  tenantry.  This 
was  the  respect  and  attachment  to  his  person,  entertained  by 
a  light  infantry  brigade  which  he  had  commanded  for  six 
campaigns  in  die  American  war.  Many  of  the  men  who 
had  then  served  under  him,  and  had  been  discharged  at 
the  peace  of  178S,  enlisted  anew.  Several  companies  of 
this  light  brigade  had  been  composed  of  tKe  light  infant- 
ry of  the  Highland  regiments  then  in  America.  A  con* 
siderable  portion  of  these  men,  with  about  300  more,  en- 
listed at  Perth  and  in  thp  northern  counties,  formed  the 
Highland  part  of  the  regiment.  The  regiment  was  em- 
bodied at  Stirling  in  June  1788,  immediately  ordeved  for 
England,  and  embarked  for  India,  where  it  landed  in  the 
ktter  end  of  178a 

During  the  first  ei^teen  months  this  corps  remained  in 
quarters,  preparing  under  a  sharp  system  of  discipline  for 
the  subsequent  campaigns.  This  system  was  carried  into 
effect  by  one  ^  the  captains  who  ccnnmanded  in  the  absence 
of  the  6eld  officers.  He  was  an  able  and  intelligent  officer ; 
but  he  had  been  educated  in  a  school  in  which  he  had  im- 


s 
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faibed  ideas  of  ocxtrectness  which  required  no  bomH  stTength 
of  mind  to  enforce,  and  which,  when  enforced  with  severity,  ^ 
tended  to  break  the  spirit  of  the  soldiers  to  a  degree  which 
no  perfection  in  movement  can  ever  compensate.     When 
applied  to  the  British  soldier  in  particular,  this  system  has 
frequently  frustrated  its  own  purpose.     I  mean,  if  too  fre- 
qucntly  or  indiscriminately  applied  ;  for,  while  the  pressure 
of  the  service,  during  war,  renders  it  necessary  for  officers 
to  look  less  to  moral  character  than  to  physical  strength 
and  personal  appearance,  in  the  choice  of  recruits,  severe 
restraints  and  punishments  are  often  perfectly  indispenss^ 
ble.     Commanding  officers  must  hare  full  power  to  punish, 
and  the  profligate  and  unprincipled  must  know  that  this 
power  is  vested  in  thdr  commanders,  and  will  be  exerted 
with  sufficient  severity.      If  tempered  with  justice,  and  ex- 
erted only  when  absolutely  necessary,  no  good  soldier  will 
complain.      It  is  in  the  proper  discrimination  between  the 
unintentional  faults  of  the  thoughtless  or  ignorant,  and 
those  of  hardened  profligacy,  that  tlie  value  of  a  judicious, 
humane,  and  considerate  officer  is  known.      His  system  of 
discipline  will  not  be  that  in  which  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible to  be  perfect,  and  equally  difficult  to  escape  punish- 
ment.     When  men  see  that  good  character  is  no  security 
against  punishment,  tliey  will  think  less  of  the  commission 
of  a  crime,  than  of  escaping  detection.      The  sense  of  ho^ 
nour  is  accordingly  destroyed  from  the  despair  of  preserv- 
ing it     When  a  soldier^s  honour  is  in  such  little  considera- 
tidn,  that  disgraceful  punishments  are  applied  to  trifling 
faults,  it  will  soon  be  thought  not  worth  preserving.      To 
the  young  Highlanders  the  dread  of  corporal  punishment 
not  only  checks  their  military  propensity,  and  prevents  their 
entering  the  army,  but  it  conveys  to  their  minds  a  greater 
degree  of  horror  and  shame  than  even  death  itself.    When 
a  Highlander  is  brought  to  the  halberts,  he  considers  him- 
self as  havipg  lost  his  caste.      He  becomes,  in  his  own  esti- 
mation, a  disgraced  man,  and  is  no  longer  flt  for  the  society 
of  his  friends.      To  them,  therefore,  or  to  his  native  coun- 
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try,  he  cab  never  return.  The  halbertfl  hare  ruined  many 
a  good  soldier,  and  have  preveoted  many  a  good  man  from 
becoming  a  soldier. 

In  the  system  of  the  officer  in  question,  which  was  form- 
ed on  the  old  Prussian  model,  fear  was  the  great  principle 
of  action ;  consequently,  it  became  the  first  object  of  the 
soldiers  to  escape  detection,  more  than  to  avoid  crimes.  To 
threaten  a  man  with  a  prospective  punishment  before  he  is 
guilty,  is  to  teach  and  make  him  believe  that  he  is  capable 
of  being  so,  and  will  undoubtedly  lower  the  tone  of  his 
moral  feelings  and  character.  Little  attention  was  paid  to 
such  sentiments  in  this  corps,  where  the  manner  of  carrying 
on  the  discipline  was  so  opposite  to  that  practised  by  several 
judicious  officers  of  Highland  regiments,  consequently,  there 
were  more  punishments  in  the  75th  than  in  any  other  corps 
of  the  same  description ; — that  is  to  say,  during  the  exist* 
ence  of  this  discipline ;  when  severity  relaxed  many  crimes 
which  would  formerly  have  made  punishment  necessary, 
disappeared,  and  this  regiment  supported  an  honourable 
character  throughout  the  course  of  its  future  service  in  the 
East. 

Not  only  the  75th,  but  the  whole  army,  now  feel  that 
general  amelioration  of  discipline,  which  has  proved  so 
beneficial,  and  seems  to  have  spread  so  genial  an  influ- 
ence over  their  conduct  and  character.  This  improve- 
ment in  discipline  has  already  afibrded  the  finest  il- 
lustration of  the  success  which  may  be  expected  in  the 
army,  when  a  Commander-in-Chief  respects  the  honourable 
feelings  of  the  soldier,  improves  his  condition,  exalts  his 
station  in  society,  and  with  a  kindly  attention,  unparalleled 
in  any  public  department,  never  idlows  a  day  to  pass  un- 
necessarily, without  returning  an  answer  to  a  soldier^s  letter, 
or  any  application  made  with  regard  to  an  officer,  soldier,  or 
their  families,  to  pass  unnoticed,  On  particular  occasions, 
during  the  war,  these  applications,  memorials,  and  letters, 
amounted  to  150  and  200  in  a  day,  the  regular  attention  to 
which  exhibited  a  degree  of  regard  to  the  feelings  and 
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mdhre  of  individuals,  and  an  accuracy  almost  incredihle» 
were  it  not  for  the  admirable  arrangements  under,  which  the 
whole  is  conducted.  With  such  an  example  at  the  head, 
the  beneficial  effects  must  be  great  and  universal.  How 
high  the  army  now  stands  in  character,  compared  with  the 
estimation  in  which  it  was  once  held  by  the  public,  may  be 
judged  from  the  dread  and  lamentations  so  often  expreBsed 
l)efore  the  peace,  c^  the  robberies  and  dqiredations  which 
would  follow  the  discbarges,  by  which  so  many  soldiers 
would  be  thrown  loose  from  the  usual  control.  But  so  much 
the  reverse  has  the  fact  proved-  at  the  different  Asnzes  m 
Scotland,  within  the  first  fou^  years  immediately  after  the 
peace  of  1814,  that  only  two  soldiers  have  been  capitally 
convicted,  and,  indeed,  few  tried  at  all.  Thus,  while  there 
is  an  avowed  and  evident  depression  of  general  morals,  the 
army  is  rising  in  character,  which  must  undoubtedly  pro- 
ceed from  the  superior  comforts  now  enjoyed  by  the  soldier. 
A  soldier  sees  his  rights  respected,  and  while  he  performs 
his  duty,  he  is  certain  of  being  well  treated,  well  fed,  well 
clothed,  and  regularly  paid ;  he  is,  consequently,  contented 
in  hb  mind,  and  moral  in  his  habits.  Where  the  case  is 
otherwise,  it  will  be  found  that,  in  many  instances,  the 
fault  lies  in  the  mismanagement  or  misapjdication  of  the 
authority  under  which  he  is  placed.  From  this  gratifying 
view  of  the  state  of  the  army,  what  may  we  not  expect, 
especially  with  the  prospect  of  so  many  years  of  peace, 
when  such  a  selection  of  men  may  be  made,  that  we  may 
see  the  military  ranks  filled  with  persons  of  good  character, 
instead  of  being  considered  as  the  refiige  of  the  proflig^ite, 
as  many  people  have  done,  or  94  a  ;:ec^ving  hospital  for 
all  those  incurables  who  had  in  vain  attempted  other  pro- 
fessions P 

But  to  return  to  the  discipline  of  the  75th,  The  necessity 
of  its  severity  was  not  proved  by  the  results^  ^hen  the  regi- 
ment passed  under  the  command  of  another  ofiicer.  The 
system  was  then  softened  and  relaxed,  anc)  much  of  the  n»- 
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cemij  of.  pumshmeot  oeaaed;  the  mea  jbecame  more  quiet 
and  regular,  and  in  eviery  respect  bettar  soldiers, 

I  regret  much  that  I  have  not  been  abk  to  procure  any 
information  of  the  service  of  the  corps,  except  what  maj  be 
seen  in  the  historical  details  of  the  wars  in  India,  froib  1790 
to  1806,  when  the  75th  was  ordered  for  .England. 

In  1790  the  regiment  took  the  field,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Hartley,  on  the  ooast  of  Malabar,  and,  in  1791 
and  1792,  formed  part  of  the  force  under  Major-General 
Bobert  Abercromby  on  his  two  march^  to  Seringapatam. 
From  the  period  above  mentioned}  till  the  next  and  last  at- 
tack on  Seringi^tam  in  1799)  the  regiment  was  quartered 
in  the  usual  manner  in  different  stations.  In  the  assault  of 
>Seringapatam  the  flank  companies  led  the  left  columns. 

From  1800  to  1804,  the  regiment  was  employed  in  the 
provmces  of  Malabar,  Goa,  the  Gqaserat,  &c,  and  in  1805 
was  with  the  army,  under  General  Lake,  in  the  disastrous 
attacks  on  Bhurtpore. 

In  1806  the  raiment  jwas  ordered  to  England ;  such  of 
the  men  as  prefenred  India  were  left  in  the  country,  and  in 
1809  the  designation  of  Highland  was  very  properly  change 
cij  as,  at  that  time,  there  were,  in  the  corps,  not  one  hun- 
dred natives  north  of  the  Tay« 
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179S. 


In  1793,  and  the  succeeding  years,  the  whole  strength  and 
resources  of  the  United  Empire  were  called  into  action.  In 
the  northern  comer  of  the  kingdom^a  full  proportion  of  its 
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absolute  resoaroes  was  produced.  A  people  struggling 
against  the  disadvantages  of  a  boisterous  climate,  and  bar- 
ren soil,  could  not  be  expected  to  contribute  money.  But 
the  personal  services  d  the  young  and  active  were  ready^ 
for  the  defen<«  of  the  liberty  and  independence  of  their 
country.  The  men  whom  these  districts  sent  forth,  in  the 
hour  1^  danger,  possessed  that  yigour  and  hardihood  pecu- 
liar to  an  agricultural  and  pastoral  life.  As  a  proof  of  this^ 
in  late  years,  when  typhus  and  other  epidemic  diseases  were 
prevalent  in  the  south,  it  was  so  different  in  the  mountains, 
that,  except  in  cases  where  infection  was  carried  from  the 
low  country,  few  instances  of  typhus  or  other  contagious 
distempers  occurred,  and  where  they  actually  broke  out, 
they  did  not  spread,  as  might  naturally  have  been  expected, 
from  the  confined  and  small  dwellings  of  the  Highland  pea- 
santry ;— 41  fact  only  to  be  accounted  for  from  their  habitual 
tempotmce,  and  that  robust  vigour  of  constitution  produc- 
ed by  sobriety  and  exercise. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  allowed  that  the  effective  national 
defence  which  the  agricultural  population  afford  the  state, 
is  to  be  valued  beyond  a  numerical  force  of  another  descrip: 
tion,  in  so  far  as  a  man,  whose  strength  of  constitution  ena- 
bles him  to  serve  his  country  for  a  term  of  years,  though 
subjected  to  privations  and  changes  of  climate,  is  more  va- 
luable than  Uie  man  whose  constitution  gives  way  in  half 
the  time.  This  remark  applies  forcibly  in  the  present  in- 
stance. Indeed,  where  sickness  has  prevailed  among  High- 
land soldiers,  it  has  in  gaieral  been  occasioned  less  by  fa. 
tigue,  privations^  or  exposure  to  cold,  than  from  the  nature 
of  the  provisions,  particularly  animal  food^  *  and  from  clotb- 

*  In  1805^  the  leoond  battalion  of  the  78th  regimen  t,  nejsrly  raiied^  and 
composed  of  nearly  600  boys  fh>m  the  Highlands,  was  quartered  in 
Kent,  where  many  of  the  finest  looking  lada  were  attacked  with  in- 
flammatory diseases,  preceded  by  eruptions  on  the  skin,  arising  en- 
tbely  from  the  quantity  of  animal  fbod  suddenly  introduced  into  the 
system,  previously  accustomed  to  barley  and  oatmeal,  or  vegetable 
diet.  The  stomacha  of  many  r^ected  the  quantity  of  animal  food  sup- 
plied, and  it  was  not  till  the  Mowing  year  that  they  were  fully  sea* 
soned. 
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ipg  unnecessarily  warm*     In  the  march  thcoi]|jh  Holland 
and  Westphalia  in  1794  and  1795,  when  the  eold  was  so  in- 
tense that  brandy  froze  in  bottlesi  the  Hig^ilanders,  oonnst* 
ing  of  the  78th,  79th,  and  the  new  recruits  of  the  4i9dy  (ve- 
ry young  soldiers,)  wffte  their  kilts,  and  yet  the  loss  was 
out  of  all  comparison  less  than  that  sustained  by  some  other 
corps.     These  facts,  to  which  might  befidded  many  others, 
are  deserving  .of  serious  attention,  especially  when  we  re- 
flect that,  from  179S  to  18]ll,  (exclusive  of  those  recruited 
since  that  year,)  the  populaticm  witlw  the  Qrampan  boun** 
dary  furnished,  for  the  national  defence,  74,4t4A  men  in 
arms  for  the  regiments  of  the  line,'and  for  Fencibles,  Militia^ 
and  Volunteers.  *     Producing  so  mwy  d^enders  of  the 
liberty,  honour,  and  independence  of  the  state,  these  moun- 
tains might  have  been  saved  from  a  system  which  tends  ul- 
timately to  change  the  ch^acter,  if  not  altogether  to  ex- 
tirpate their  h^y  inhabi^uitSr      We  have  heard  of  the 
despotic  institutidns  of  the  Mesta  in  Spain,  which  provide 
that  the  land^  and  pastures  shall  be  cleared  for  the  roy- 
al flocks,  who  are  driven  from  district  to  district  for  subsist- 
ence.    The  monopoly  of  fanns,  which  expatriates  a  numer- 
ous and  virtuous  rju^e,  is  a  species  of  Mesta,  greatly  more 
ruinous  to  the  ancient  iphabitants  than  that   so  justly 
co|nplaipe4  of  in  Spain.     Whether  it  proceeds  from  the 
privilege  pt  an  absolute  monarch,  or  the  power  of  engroas- 
ing  wealth,  we  find  that  monopoly  apd  despotism  are  fre- 
quently anolpgous  in  their  ultimate  result,  although  they 
may  di|Per  ifi  the  pieans  to  which  they  may  resort  for  their 
attainment. 

Individual  severity  as  certainly  generates  disaffection  to 
the  commonwealth^  as  the  political  sins  and  oppressions  of 
the  government  However,  the  loyalty  of  Highlanders  is 
not  easily  alienated,  for,  although  the  engrossing  of  farms, 
and  removal  of  the  old  occupier?,  caused  such  discontent  in 
^e  county  of  Boss,  that  the  people  b]?oke  out  in  open  vio- 

f  See  Appendix. 
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knee  *  in  the  year  1792}  and  the  recrvdtbg  for  the  42d 
and  other  regiments  was  materially  affected ;  yet,  wfaenever 
the  geheral  welfare  and  honour  of  the  country  were  called 
in  question,  and  war  declared,  all  comphiints  seemed  to  be 
buried  in  obliyion.  And  as  the  Erasers,  who  had  been  one 
of  the  most  active,  numerous,  and  efficient  dans  in  the  Rebels, 
lion  of  1745,  were  the  first,  in  the  year  1756,  to  come  forth 
in  his  Majesty'^s  service,  under  the  very  leader  >ho  had 
headed  them  at  Culloden,  and,  in  like  manner,  in  the  Ame* 
ikan  war,  when  the  71st,  or  Fraser^s  Highlanders,  was  the 
first  regiment  embodied ;  so,  now,  in  the  same  country,  whi« 
ther,  but  two  years  before,  troops  had  been  ordered  to  re- 
pair, by  forced  macches,  to  quell  the  riotous  disoont^its  of 
the  people,  the  first  re^ment  raised  in  the  late  war  was 
oxnpleted  in  a  few  months,  after  letters  of  service  had  been 
granted  to  the  late  Lord  Seaforth.  When  completed  it  was 
numbered  the  78th,  (the  old  establishment  of  the  army  be* 
.  ing  77  regiments,)  the  regiment  raised  by  his  predecessor  the 
Earl  of  Seaforth,  in  the  year  1779,  having  the  same  number. 
This  re^ment,  however,  was  not  raised  with  the  same  ex^ 
pedition  as  in  former  times.  Fh>hably  some  lurking  feel- 
ings of  dissatisfaction  at  the  late  proceedings  and  depbpub- 
tions  still  remained  t  The  desolate  aj^arance  of  the  once 
populous  glens,  the  seats  of  happiness  and  contentment,  too 
strongly  commemorated  these  hated  proceedings ;  especially 
as  the  people  were,  at  the  saipe  time,  imcertain  whether  a 
similar  fate  might  not  hang  over  themselves.  But,^  not- 
withstanding of  these  appalling  discotnagements  of  patrio- 
tic and  chivalrous  feeling,  the  first  establishment  of  the  re- 
j;iment  was  completed,  and  embodied  by  Lieutenant-Gen^ 
ral  Sir  Hector  Munro  at  Fort  George  on  the  10th  of  July 
179S.  Five  companies  were  immediately  epibarked  for 
Guernsey,  where  they  were  brigaded  with  the  other  troops 
under  the  axnmand  of  the  Earl  of  Moira.  The  oth^  fiv^ 
companies  landed  in  Guernsey  in  Sep^n\b^  1798^ 

*  See  Article  iSd  B^iment,  page  39$^  Vol,  I. 
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This  was  an  excellent  body  of  men,  healthy,  Tigorous^ 
and  efficient ;  attached  and  obedient  to  their  officers,  tem- 
perate and  r^ular ;  in  short,  possessing  those  principles  of 
integrity  and  moral  conduct,*  which  constitute  a  valuable 
soldier.  The  duty  of  ofRcetB  was  easy  with  such  men,  who 
only  required  to  be  told  what  duty  was  expected  of  them. 
A  young  officer,  endowed  with  sufficient  judgment  to  direct 
them  in  the  iSeld,  possessing  energy  and  spirit  to  ensure  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  soldiers,  and  prepared,  on  every 
occasion,  to  show  them  dis  ejf€'qf  the  enemy;  need  not  de- 
sire a  command  that  would  sooner,  and  more  permanently, 
establish  his  professional  character,  if  employed  on  an  ac^ 
tive  campaign,  than  that  of  1,000  such  men  as  composed 
this  regiment. 

Among  these  men  desertion  was  unknown,  and  corporal 
punishment  unnecessary.  The  detestation  and  disgrace 
of  such  a  mode  of  punishment  would  hove  rendered  a  man 
infamous  in  his  own  estimation,  and  an  outcast  from  the 
society  of  his  country  and  kindred.  Fortunately  for  these 
men  they  were  placed  under  the  command  of  an  officer  well 
calculated  for  the  charge.  Bom  among  themselves,  of 
a  family  wl^ich  they  were  accustomed  to  respect,  and  pos- 
sessing both  judgment  and  temper,  he  perfectly  understood 
their  character,  and  ensured  their  esteem  and  regard.  Ma- 
ny brave  honest  soldiers  have  been  lost  from  the  want  of 
such  men  at  their  head.  The  appointment  of  a  command- 
er to  a  corps,  so  composed,  b  a  subject  of  deep  importance. 
Colonel  Mackenzie  knew  his  men,  and  the  value  which 
they  attached  to  a  good  name,  by  tarnishing  which  they 
would  bring  shame  on  their  country  and  kindred.  In  case 
of  any  misconduct^  he  had  only  to  remonstrate  or  threaten 
to  transmit  to  their  ^)arents  a  report  of  their  misbehaviour. 
This  waS)  indeed)  to  them'  a  grievous  punishment,  acting 
like  the  curse  of  Kehama,  as  a  perpetual  banishment  from  a 
country  to  which  they  could  not  return  with  a  bad  character. 
For  several  years  during  which  he  commanded  the  regi- 
ment, he  seldom  had  occasion  to  resort  to  any  other  re- 
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straint.  The  same  itystem  was  followed  up  with  such 
success  by  his  immediate  successors,  Lieutenant-Colonels 
BandoU  Mackenzie,  and  Adams,  that,  after  being  many 
years  in  India,  "  very  little  change  occurred  in  the  beha- 
viour of  the  men,  except  that  they  had  become  more  addict- 
ed to  liquor  than  formerly.  Selling  regimental  necessaries, 
or  disorderly  conduct  in  barracks,  were  very  uncommon, 
and  the  higher  crimes  totally  unknown.  They  were  steady 
and  economical,  lived  much  among  themselves,  seldom 
mixed  with  other  corps,  were  much  attached  to  many  of 
their  officers,  and  extremely  national.  The  climate  of  In« 
dia  preventing  the  officers  from  so  frequently  visiting  or 
bdng  so  much  among  them  as  when  in  Europe,  lessened 
the  knowledge  and  intimacy  that  had  previously  subsisted 
between  them,  but  by  no  means  did  away  their  reliance  and 
confidence  in  each  other.'*'  No  officer  enjoyed  diis  confi- 
dence more  thaii  Colonel  Adams.  Although  not  a  Celtic 
Highlander  of  Scodand,  he  was  a  Celt  of  Wales ;  and  had 
he  been  from  the  Highlands  of  Ross,  he  could  not  have 
been  more  acceptable  to  the  soldiers,  who  were  fortunate  in 
having,  for  many  years,  a  commander  who  so  fully  appre- 
ciated the  peculiar  traits  of  their  dispositions.  He  jtnned 
the  regiment  at  the  formation  when  very  young,  enter- 
ed more  readily  into  their  feelings  and  peculiarities,  and 
looked  upon  them  with  more  indulgence  than  many  of  their 
own  countrymen. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  original  officers.     Commis- 
sions dated  Sth  of  March  1798. 

■ 

LieutenanUCokmel  Commandant,  F.  H.  Mackenae,  afterwards  Loi4 

Seaforihy  Lieutenant-General  in  1808,  died  1816. 
LieuteitanUColonef,  Alexander  Mackensie  Vnaer,  Lieatenant-Geoeral 

in  1808,  died  in  180^ 

Mqjori* 

Geoige  Earl  of  Errol,  died  1799. 

Alexander  Mackeozie  of  Fairburoj  Lieutenant-General  In  1809. 

Captains* 
Alexander  Macleod,  died  in  1 798. 
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Mm  Mackeiuie  of  Gairlodi,  Laeatenuit-Geiienl  1814. 

G«briel  Murray,  killed  in  1 794. 

Alexaoder  Grant,  retired,  died  in  1807. 

J.  EandOll  Madceniie  of  Suddie,  Major-General  1804,  killed  at  Tak- 

.  vera  1809. 

Alexander  Adama,  Mi\ior<-Gcneral  1814. 

Hon.  Geo.  Cochrane,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Dnndonald,  retired^ 

Capiain  and  Lieutenant,  Dun.  Munro  of  Culcairn,  retired. 

Lieutenants. 

Colin  Mackensie.  clied    Lieutenant-Colonel   9l8t 

James  Fraser,  retired  1795.  regiment. 

Charles  Rose.  George  Baylej^  promoted  in  44tfa 

Hugh  Mmiro,  Captain  of  InTalid^  to  a  company. 

Charles  Adamson,  retired.  Thomaa  Lord  Cochrane,  Captain 

WaBam  Dou^ba,  ion  of  Brigton,  Royal  Navy. 

Emigns. 

Duncan  Macrea.  David  Forbes,  liieutenant-Colonel 

John  Madeod,  Colonel  1813.  half-pay. 

J.  Mackenzie  Scott,  Captain  57t!i,  Alexander  Rose,  Major  of  Vote* 

killed  at  Albuhera.  rans. 

Charles  Mackensie.  John  Fraser. 
John  Reid. 

C%a/)2atn,;AlexanderDownie,l).D.      Surgeon,  Thomas  Baillie,  died  in 
Adjutant,  Jaipes  Frsaer.  India. 

Qftartermaeter,  Archibald    Mac- 
doogall. 

In  September  1794,  the  78th,  along  with  the  80th  r^- 
ment,  embarked  from  Guernsey  to  join  an  expedition  form* 
ing  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Lord  Mulgrave, 
intended  to  occupy  Zealand.  By  an  unpardonable  neglect, 
the  troops  were  put  on  board  transports  recently  arrived 
from  the  West  Indies,  with  a  number  of  prisoners,  of  whom 
many  had  died  of  fever  on  the  passage.  Without  any  in* 
spection,  the  same  bedding  was  served  out  to  the  troops, 
who,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  caught  the  infection. 
By  great  care  it  was,  however,  prevented  from  spreading ; 
and  when  the  fleet  reached  Flushing,  the  78th,  79th,  80th, 
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84th,  and  85tli,  received  orders  to  join  the  Duke  of  York^s 
army  on  the  WaaL  Lord  Mulgrave  was  to  tetum  with 
the  other  eorps  to  England.  In  the  middle  of  October 
the  Highlanders  reached  Tuil,  and  marched  from  thence  U> 
the  yiUage  of  Roscum ^  on  the  Bommill  Wort  on  the  Maese. 
The  (^posite  bank  was  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  -force. 
Nothing  occurred  beyond  popjnng  shots  across  the  river. 
One  of  these  causing  a  false  alarm,  an  emigrant  Dutch 
artillery  officer,  by  some  misqyprehension  or  ignorance  of 
the  language,  fired  a  gun  loaded  with  case  shot,  and  des- 
perately wounded  Lieutenant  Archibald  Christie  of  the- 
78th,  a6d  a  seijeant,  who  were  standing  in  the  range  of  th^ 
shot,  giving  directions  to  a  sentinel.  Lieutenant  Christie^ 
who  is  now  Commandant^General  of  Hospitals,  suffered  e3^« 
tremely,  for  cnany  years,  from  the  severity  of  the  wound  re* 
oeited  by  so  unfortunate  and  provoking  an  occurrence.  * 

The  enemy  having  laid  siege  to  Nimeguen,  the  78th  was 
ordered  to  reinfcnrce  the  garrison,  from  which  a  sortie  was 
made,  on  the  4th  of  November,  by  the  8thj  27th,  28th, 
55th,  6Sd,  and  78th  Highlanders,  along  with  some  cavalry 
and  Dutch  troops.  In  this  their  maiden  service,  the  Higb^ 
landers  did  justice  to  the  expectations  formed  of  them.  They 
moved  forward  under  a  very  heavy  fire,  and  leapt  into  the 
troches,  in  the  midst  of  a  French  battalion  drawn  up  ready 

*  Wbile  the  troops  lay  at  this  pott,  wider  the  oommaad  of  lieate** 
iiant>Col(Miel  Alexander  Madbensie,  mueb  attentum  was  excited  by  the 
rq;iilarity  with  which  a  battery  on  the  other  tide  of  the  river  opened  a 
•mart  fire  whenever  any  portion  of  the  troops  happened  lo  be  under 
arms,  although  not  seen  by  the  enemy. 

At  last  it  was  obserred,  that,  befbia  the  flie  commenced,  a  wind-mill^ 
•n  the  same  side  with  the  British,  always  pnt  its  wings  in  motion.  Thia 
excited  raspidoni  and  it  was  discovered  that  the  miller  had  conoorted  sig« 
nsls  with  the  enemy.  The  man  was  seiied,  and  ordered  to  be  hanged  im** 
mediately,  but,  by  the  humane  interference  of  Cokmd  Madcensie,  ha 
waa  paidoned^  Instances  such  as  this  are  not  pertiapa  sufficient  to  in- 
dicate the  general  feeling*  of  a  country,  but  so  many  occurred  during 
this  campaign,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  withhold  concurrence  in  the  gene* 
ral  opinion,  that  the  Dntdi  were  hoetile  to  the  British  on  every  occa« 
sion  when  they  could  display  that  feeling  with  impunity. 
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to  receire  them.  These  they  attacked  and  overthreir  with 
the  bayonet,  reserving  their  powder  till  the  enemy  had  fled 
beyond  reach.  An  affair  of  such  close  fitting  was  soon 
decided,  with  a  loss  to  the  British  of  only  112  rank  and  file 
killed ;  12  officers,  10  Serjeants,  149  rank  and  file,  wounded ; 
of  whom  the  Highlanders  lost  7  rank  and  file  killed; 
Major  Malccnn,  Captains  Hugh  Munro  and  Colin  Macken- 
aie.  Lieutenant  Bay  ley,  Ensigns  Martin,  Cameron,  (who  died 
of  wounds,)  and  4  Serjeants,  and  56  rank  and  file,  wounded.  * 

The  enemy  having  advanced  with  an  overpowering  force, 
Nimeguen  was  evacuated  on  the  6th,  and,  on  the  10th,  the 
Highland  regiment  was  removed  to  the  Sd  brigade  or  re^ 
serve,  consisting  of  the  12th,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Perry 
Byron,  83d,  the  Honourable  Lieutenant-Colonel  Arthur 
Wellesley,  and  the  43d,  Major  Dickson ;  the  whole  being 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant^Coldnel  Alexander  Mac- 
kenzie. 

In  this  position  they  lay  till  the  29th  of  December,  when 
the  enemy  crossed  the  Waal  on  the  ice,  at  Bommill.  The 
right  wing  of  the  British  immediately  marched,  and  concen-* 
trated  at  Khiel,  under  the  command  of  Major-Genend 
David  Dundas,  and,  the  same  night,  moved  forward  on  a 
position  of  the  enemy  at  Tuil,  which,  however,  they  evacu- 
ated  on  the  approach  of  the  British.     Brevet-Major  Mur* 

*  The  greater  part  of  the  wonnds  were  giren  by  musketry^  when 
tile  troops  were  advanring  to  the  batteries.  A  musket-ball  entered  the 
outward  edgle  of  Captain  Munro's  left  eye^  and  passing  uiidcr  the 
bridge  of  the  noae  through  the  rights  carried  away  both  eyes^  without 
leaving  the  least  mark  or  disfiguration,  farther  than  the  blank  in  the 
eyes  shot  away.  He  was  quite  well  in  a  few  weeks,  and  has  since 
taught  himself  to  write  a  short  letter  with  much  correctness,  and  to 
play  on  several  musical  instruments.  He  is  now  a  judicious  agricul* 
torist,  and  spirited  improver  of  his  estate.  As  the  Seijeant-Migor 
leapt  into  the  trenches,  a  ball  struck  him  high  up  on  the  outside  of  the 
right  thigh,  passed  down  to  the  knee,  and  entering  the  left  leg  in  tho 
calf,  came  out  at  the  ankle^  but,  as  it  touched  no  bone,  it  did  not  dls* 
able  him  above  ten  days,  notwithstanding  the  circuitous  direction  it 
fiiUowed,  running  round  so  many  bones. 
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imyi  and  same  men  of  the  light  company  78th,  were  killed 
bj  a  distant  cannonade  as  the  troops  were  advandng. 

The  army  lay  on  the  snow  for  two  ni^ts,  and,  on  the 
81st,  were  put  into  boms  till  they  were  remored  to  Gilder-* 
malsen,  en  which  phwe  the  enemy  advaaoed  in  force  on  the 
fith  of  January  1795.  The  78th  was  drawn  up  in  two 
wings  in  front  of  the  Tillage,  leaving  the  road  open  between 
the  wings,  and  having  the  light  company,  with  two  howitaer 
guns,  in  advance.  The  48d,  in  support,  occuped  the  dif- 
iueot  avenues  to  the  village ;  the  ISth  and  10th  regiments 
were  at  scMne  distance  to  the  right,  and  the  SSd,  with  a 
squadron  of  the  11th  dragoons,  in  the  advanced  post  of 
Meteren.  The  enemy  made  his  attack  with  such  vivaeity^ 
that  the  outposts  were  quickly  driven  in.  A  regiment  of 
French  Hussars,  dressed  in  an  tmiform  amilar  to  that  of 
the  emigrant  regiment  of  Choiseul  in  our  service,  pushed 
forward  under  cover  of  this  deception,  and  galloped  along 
the  rond,  with  great  fury,  ciying  ^  Choiseul,  Choiseul.* 
TUs  8o  far  succeeded,  that  they  were  allowed  to  get  close 
to  the  advanced  company  of  the  78th  before  the  truth  was 
discovered,  when  they  were  instantly  attacked  and  checked, 
but  not  sufficiently  to  prevent  a  part  pushing,  at  full  speedy 
through  the  intervals  between  the  two  wings  towards  the 
village.  Here  they  were  met  by  the  light  company  of  the 
42d,  whose  fire  drove  them  back,  and  scattered  them  in  an 
instant  When  the  attacking  colunm  of  the  enemy^s  infimtxy 
percdved  that  thdr  cavalry  had  got  through,  beyond  the 
first  line,  they  advanced  with  great  boldness,  singing  the 
Cannagnole  March.  The  78th  reserved  their  fire  till  the 
enemy  nearly  closed  upon  them,  when  it  was  opened  with 
such  effect,  that  they  were  driven  back  in  great  confusion. 
The  repulse  of  the  cavalry  and  infantry  was  so  com- 
plete and  expeditbus,  that  the  loss  of  the  Highlanders 
was  trifling;  *  that  of  the  78th  being  Captain  Duncan 


"  Whtn  the  light  troops  snd  cavtlry  in  sdranoe  were  fi>roed  te  rch 
tire,  they  l«ill  the  goas  in  poMenion  of  the  enen^,  who  puihedso  ftr 
forward,  that  their  cavalry  got  mixed  with  the  light  infantry,  but  a 

vol*.  II.  P 
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Munio  woundedi  and  a  few  soldien  lolled  and  wound* 
ed.  • 

After  this  affair,  the  regiment  accompanied  the  movements 
of  the  army  throughout  this  campmgn^  and  in  the  severe 
mardi  to  Deventer,  the  difficulty  of  which,  occaaoned  by 
the  depth  of  the  falling  snow,  and  the  intense  cold,  has 
only  been  surpassed  bj  the  late  disastrous  campaign  of 
the  French  in  Russia.  On  the  ^th  of  April  they  reach* 
ed  Bremen,  embarked  in  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  landed 
at  Harwich  on  the  10th  of  May ;  and,  after  different  move- 
ments,  were,  early  in  August,  put  under  the  command  of 
the  Earl  of  Moira,  in  the  ndghbourhood  of  Southampton, 
together  with  the  ISth,  80th,  and  90th  regiments,  |Mreparar- 
tory  to  an  expedition  in  support  of  the  French  Royalists  in 
La  Vend^. 

I  shall  now  return  to  the  second  battalion,  ordered  to  be 
raised  in  February  1794«  The  following  officers  were  ap- 
pointed: 

company  of  the  78tli^  under  Lieotenant  David  Forbes^  stationed  a  little 
to  the  right  of  the  road,  fired  with  such  good  aini,  as  to  kill  gad  wound 
many  of  the  enemy,  without  touching  any  of  our  own  people^  although 
in  the  line  of  the  fire. 

*  At  this  time  one  of  those  artifices  was  exhibited  by  which  the 
French,  on  many  occasions  during  the  Rerolutionary  war,  laid  the 
foundation  of  their  Tictories.  An  inhabitant,  in  one  of  the  quarters, 
opened  his  stores,  and  sold  liquor  to  the  soldiers  \n  large  quaatitiei^ 
at  a  price  so  much  below  Talue  as  to  create  suspicion  that  the  ob- 
ject was  to  intoxicate  the  soldiers,  and  render  them  incapable  of  resist- 
tmCe.  This  was  confirmed  in  the  morning  by  the  apprehension  of  a 
man  at  the  outposts,  sent  forward  by  the  enemy  to  ascertain  the  efl^ks 
of  the  strati^gem.  It  is  well  known  that  the  French  firequeutly  tamper* 
ed  with  their  enemy,  and  that  they  found  individuals  infiunoos  enough 
to  sacrifice  their  own  honour,  and  the  best  interests  of  their  country. 
But  they  have  eyer  evinced  their  respect  for  the  character  of  the  British 
army,  so  far  that  there  is  not  an  instance  in  the  late  war  of  an  attempt 
to  seduce  an  officer  from  hia  duty.  But,  although  this  respect  has  been 
shown  to  the  character  of  officers,  the  unhappy  propensity  of  our  sol- 
diers to  liquor  was  not  thought  proof  against  temptation,  and  might 
have  tuooeeded  in  this  instanee,  had  not  the  issue  of  the  liquor  been 
checked* 

11 
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iMmM^Cokml  amnumdng,  F.  H.  MMkmie,  LoidSeaArth,  lOih 
Febmary  1794. 

IJeuUnanUColond,  Alexander  Mackenzie  of  Fairborn. 

Majors* 
J.  Raadoll  Mackemie  of  dnddie,  Mi^or^Genaal  1804,  killed  at  lUa- 


Michael  Monypenny,  promoted  to  the  73d  raiment    Dead. 

Cajdaim. 
John  H.  Brown,  killed. 
Simon  Mackensie. 

William  Campbell,  killed  at  Java  fn  181 1^ 
John  Mackenzie,  Major-General  1813, 
Patrick  Macleod  of  Geaniea,  killed  at  El  Hamet  in  1807.  . 
Hercnles  Scott  of  Benholm,  kiDed  in  Canada,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 

the  103d  rqiimenty  I8i4. 
John  Scott. 
John  Macleod^  Colonel  1813. 

LieuienantSh 

Jtmm  Hanson.  George  Macgregor. 

Alexander  Macneil.  ,  B.  G.  Madcay. 

2£neaa  Sutherland.  Donald  Cameron. 

Murdoch  Mackenzie,  James  Hay. 

Archibald  C.  B.  Crawford.  Thomas  Davidson. 
Norman  Macleod,  now  Lientenant*    William  Gordon. 

Colood  Royal  Seoth  ilobert  Johnstone. 

Th«Ma  Leslie.  The  Hon.  William  Dou^  Haly* 

Alexander  Sutherland,  senior.  burton.  Colonel  on  half-pay. 

Alexander  Sutherland,  junior.  John  Macneil. 

P.  Mackintosh.  John  Dunbar. 
John  Douglas. 

Snsigfu* 
Geoif;eMaogregor,nowTJeatenant*    John  MacneiL 

Colonel  of  the  59th  regiment        William  Poison. 
Donald  Cameron.  Alexander  Wishart. 

ChafMm,  Charles  Proby.  Quartermatter,  Alexander  VHsh- 

t,  Jaaea  Hanson.  art. 


Of  this  battalion  660  were  of  the  same  country  and  cha^ 
racter  as  the  first,  and  190  from  different  parts  of  Scotland. 
In  August  they  embarked  at  Fort  George  for  England,  and 
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stationaiy  there  till  April  179ff,  wfa^  six  oom* 
panies  embarked  in  an  expedition  under  Vice-Admiral  Keith 
Elphinstone  and  Major-General  James  Henry  Craig,  for  an 
attack  on  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  After  the  capture  of  this 
colon j^  which  was  purchased  with  the  loss  of  a  few  men  kill« 
ed,  and  Major  Monypenny,  Captain  Hercules  Scott,  and 
five  men,  wounded,  the  battalion  remained  in  garrison  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alexander  Mackenzie 
of  Fairbum. 

I  now  return  to  the  first  battalion,  which,  as  already 
mentioned,  together  with  the  12th,  80th,  and  90th  re^ 
meots,  was  placed  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Moiri^ 
and  detached  in  August  1795,  under  Major-Gencral  W. 
Ellis  Doyle,  as  the  advance  of  a  more  considerable  arma^ 
ment,  to  follow  under  his  Lordship,  to  make  an  impression 
in  favour  of  and  support  the  Royalists  in  La  Vend^.  The 
Royalists  had  establ^ed  a  strong  position  at  Quiberon,  but 
they  were  unfortunately  attacked  by  a  great  force,  and  over- 
powered, before  the  reinforcement  from  England' arrived. 
Being  thus  unable  to  land  in  face  of  the  numerous  armies 
which  the  French  had  brought  to  the  coast,  the  expedition 
landed  on  Isle  Dieu>  and  established  a  post  on  that  island, 
ftom  whence  they  mcffiaced  different  parts  of  the  opposite 
coast,  till  January  1T96,  when  the  place  was  evacuated, 
and  the  troops  returned  to  England.  The  78th  marched 
to  Pool,  where  orders  were  received  to  embark  for  the  East 
Indies.  Both  battalions  were  tot  be  formed  into  one,  and 
the  junior  officers  of  eadi  rank  to  retire  on  full  pay  till 
otherwise  provided  for. 

At  this  time  Colonel  Lord  Seaforth  resigned,  retaining 
his  Ituik  in  the  aitny.  On  the  6th  of  Mardi  the  regiment 
embarked  at  Portsmouth,  and  landed  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
H<^  on' the  1st  of  Jime  1796*  Both  battalions  were  now 
consolidated,  the  supernumerary  officers  and  men  ordered 
home,  and  a  very  effective  and  healthy  body  of  men  (con- 
sisting of  970  Highlanders,  1S9  Lowlanders,  and  14  £ng. 
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and  Irkh)  formed,  whieh  wiled  for  Baapd  on  |he 
10th  of  NovB&ber,  (liaviiig  previously  witnessed  tb^  sur- 
9m^er  of  « litfge  Dutch  fleet  at  Saldanha  Bay,)  and,  after 
a  long  paeiage,  in  whioh  the  scurvy  made  its  appearanoe  on 
board  aome  of  the  ships,  but  not  to  a  great  extent,  landed 
at  Fort  William  on  the  13th  of  February  1797,  and,  a  few 
days  afterwards,  marched  to  Burhampore. 

During  six  years'  rettdence  in  different  cantonments  in 
Bengd,  no  material  event  occurred-  The  corps,  sustained 
throughout  a  character  every  way  exemplary.  The  com- 
manding officer^s  systm  of  discipline  and  his  substitution  of 
censure  for  puiusliment>  attracteid  much  attention^  *  Evexy 
friend  of  humanity,  and  of  the  honour  of  the  British  army, 
must  earnestly  widi  that  the  same  system  were  more  gene^ 
rally  adopted.  It  might,  doubtless,  be  extended,  by  at- 
tention to  the  feelings  and  peculiar  habits  of  men.  If  a 
sense  of  honour,[national  spirit,  and  pride,  were  once  instill- 
ed and  kqpt  alive  among  them,  the  main  point  would  be 
gained.  When  fiilly  persuaded  that  the  chai^cter  and  good 
name  of  their  country  were  confided  to  their  charge,  they 
would  feel  the  wo^t  of  suph  a  responsibility,  and  would 
be  convinced  that  courage  is  only  one  of  the  many  virtues 
necessary  to  sustain  and  perpetuate  the  naticmal  honour. 

In  reference  to  Colonel  Mackeoaie  Fraser^s  mode  of  dis- 
cipline, I  may  add,  that,  in  the  twenty-five  years  during 
which  the  first  battalion  has  been  estabhehed,  there  has  not 
been  one  desertion  among  the  men  enlisted  in  the  High* 

lands,  f 

I 

*  The  temperate  habits  of  the  soldiers,  and  Colonel  Mackenzie's  I 

mode  of  puoishmgit,  by  a  threat  to  inform  his  parents  of  the  misoon^ 
duct  of  a  delmqiient,  or  to  send  a  bad  chancter  of  him  to  his  native  j 

eoontry,  attract^  the  notice  of  all  India.    Their  sobriety  was  such, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  restrict  them  fVom  selling  or  giving  away  the  •     ' 

usual  allowance  of  liquor  to  other  soldiers. 

t  There  were  in  this  battalion  nearly  300  men  ftom  LordSeaforth's 
estate  in  the  Lewis.  Several  years  elapsed  before  any  of  these  men 
were  charged  with  a  crime  deserving  isevere  punishment.  In  17SS  a 
man  was  tried  and  punished.  This  so  shocked  his  comrades  that  he 
was  put  out  of  their  society  as  a  degraded  man,  who  brotight  shame 


3S0  R0S8*8H1RB  HlOHLAKDNtS. 

LieuteMMit-CoIonel  Mackenzie  Frafler  left  India  in  I8OO9 
and  was  succeeded  in  the  comnumd  by  Colonel  J.  RandoU 
Mackenzie,  who  also  returned  to  England  in  1802^  when 
the  command  devolved  upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams ; 
but  in  all  these  changes  the  system  of  discipline  continued 
the  same.  In  February  180S  the  re^ment  embarked  at 
Fort  William  in  Bengal,  and,  landing  at  Bombay  in  April, 
were  ordered  to  join  the  army  commanded  by  Colonel  J(^n 
Murray.  After  some  movements  ulkder  this  officer,  the 
battalion  was  removed  to  the  army  commanded  by  Major- 
Gkneral  the  Honourable  Arthur  Wellesley,  and  placed  in 
brigade  with  the  80th  and  the Ist  Europeanand  Sd  native 
battalions,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harness.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wallace  commanded  the  brigade  formed  of  the 
74th,  widi  the  same  number  of  European  and  native  regi- 
^ments.  The  cavalry  brigade,  of  the  19th  light  dragoons 
and  native  cavalry,  were  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell. 
Each  corps  of  infantry  and  cavalry  had  two  guns  attached. 
A  corps  of  pioneers,  and  a  considerable  force  of  Mysore 
and  Mahratta  horse,  accompanied  the  army.  The  whole 
were  well  equipped  for  service,  and  had  a  suffident  supply 
of  provinons.  In  short,  no  precautions  were  neglected  to 
secure  that  success  which  soon  distinguished  its  exertions. 
The  order  of  march  was  equally  ^ell  regulated.  The  line 
of  baggage,  an  object  of  much  importance  in  Indian  war- 
fare, kept  close  to  the  columns ;  both  flanks  and  the  rear 
being  covered  by  corps  of  native  horse.  In  this  order  the 
army  commenced  its  march  on  the  ^  of  June  1803,'  and, 
after  many  delays,  encamped,  early  in  August,  within  eiglit 
miles  of  Ahmednaggur.     On  the  8th  of  the  month  General 

on  his  kindred.  The  unfortunate  outcast  felt  his  own  degradation  so 
mucb,  that  he  became  unhappy  and  desperate ;  and  Colonel  Mac« 
kenzie,  to  save  him  fVom  destruction^'  applied  and  got  him  sent  to 
Bnglandf  where  his  disgrace  would  be  unknown  and  unnoticed.  It 
happened  as  Colonel  Mackenzie  had  expected^  for  he  quite  reooTered 
his  character.  By  the  humane  consideration  of  his  commander,  a  man 
was  thus  saved  from  that  ruin  which  a  repetition  of  severity  would 
have  rendered  ineviuble. 
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Wdlesley  resolved  to  attempt  the-  town  by  aflsauk.  The 
anny  iraa  fonned  in  three  ooliunns,  the  flank  oompaniee  of 
the  74th  and  78th  Highlanders  being  the  advanced  guard. 
The  other  two  colnmnii  were  led  by  the  battalion  oompanieB ' 
of  the  same  corps.  The  latter  met  with  little  renstance,  the 
prindpal  efibrts  of  the  enemy  being  directed  against  the  ad- 
i^anoed  guaid,  which  had  aisp  to  overcome  a  perplexing  ob- 
stacle. The  walls  were  high  and  narrow,  without  a  ranv- 
part,  or  any  place  for  the  soldiers  to  obtain  a  footing  on,  after 
they  had  gained  the  top.  Unable  to  advance,  and  disdain- 
ing to  retreat,  every  man  who  had  reached  the  top  was  kill- 
ed on  the  spot ;  but,  notwithstanding,  the  enemy  were  so 
intimidated,  that  they  surrendered  the  town  without  farther 
resistance.  The  78lli  regiment  lost  Captains  F.  Mackenzie 
Hnmberatone  and  Duncan  Grant,  Lieutenant  Anderson, 
and  IS  men,  IdHod^tAnd  Lieutenant  L^kins  and  5  men 
wounded.  * 

After  this  service,  the  army  resumed  its  forward  move- 
ments. In  the  progress  of  many  long  and  harassing  marches, 
the  General  made-arrangements  so  admirable  and  so  easily 
comprehended,  that  no  orders  were  given  for  halting  or 
marching,  or  taking  ground  to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  be- 
yond the  tap  of  a  drum,  or  a  agnal  from  a  bugle-horn. 
The  troops  were  so  well  provided  with  supplies,  and  all 
movements  so  regulated,  that  the  soldiers  were  never  irnne- 
cessarily  exposed ;  and,  although  many  of  the  marches  were 
very  fatiguing,  all  impediments  were  so  well  guarded  against, 
and  foreseen,  tha^  on  no  occasion  was  it  necessary  to  be  on 
the  march  at  unseasonable  hours. 

On  the  81st  of  September  the  army  found  kself  within  a 
short  march  of  two  numerous  bodies  of  the  enemy,  under 

*  On  this  occasion  the  spirit  and  animatioi^  of  a  sabaltern  of  the  78th 
regiment  partitolarly  attracted  Genejnd  Welledey's  notice.  He  was 
appointed  extra  aid-de-camp  the  following  day^  and  has  ever  since  been 
in  his  family  and  confidence.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  officer^  like  his 
illufitrioua  patron^  has  never  been  wounded^  although  present  in  eteoff 
battle  fiwght  by  the  Duke  of  WeUiPgton  from  Asaaye  to  Waterloo. 
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ike  oommaiid  of  Seiadia  and  the  Rajah  of  Berar.  Colonel 
Stephrnfjon^  with  a  detaduneot  of  the  Bombay  arn^,  wat 
also  within  a  daysnuurdi;  and  the  two  British  eommanders 
having  met  on  die  SSd,  measures  were  conoerted  for  a  joint 
attack  on  the  enemy,  who^  it  was  feared,  would  net  faaaaid 
a  genetal  engngement  Eaol^  army  eontiaued  its  separate 
line  of  march ;  and,  on  the  iporaii^  of  the  S8d,  Oenersl 
Wdleslej  reoeiTed  intelUgenee  that  die  enemy^s  caTabry 
were  already  on  thdr  retreat,  and  the  infimtry,  then  only 
distant  a  few  miles,  preparing  to  follow.  The  case  being 
now  too  urgent  to  wait  £ar  Gokmel  Stephenson,  the  General 
ordered  the  troops  to  mardi  instandy,  while  he  bimaelf  has* 
tened  forward  with  the  caTslry  to  reconnoitre.  Thii  little 
army  had  been  already  weakened  by  the  separation  of  two 
battalions  detadied  to  Pbonab,  and  a  third  left  at  Ahmed- 
naggur.  There  now  only  remained  lii«»l9di  dragoons,  and 
the  4th,  5th,  and  7th  nadve  cavalry ;  the  74th  and  78th 
Highland  regiments;  with  the  first  battalion  of  the  Sd,  the 
first  battalion  of  the  4th,  the  first  battalion  of  the  8th,  the  first 
battalion  of  the  10th,  and  the  second  battalion  of  the  l)tth  na« 
tive  ittfiuitry ;  in  all,  about  4,700  men,  with  twenty-flix  field- 
pieces.  When  the  leading  division  of  the  army  reached 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  enemy'^s  position,  the  line  of 
battle  was  formed  aa  Ibliows :  The  fint  line  consisted  of 
the  piofuets  of  the  army  on  the  right,  the  78th  on  the  left, 
and  the  8th  and  10th  native  r^;inient8  in  the  centre ;  the  se* 
oond  line  was  composed  of  the  74th  regiment,  with  the  12th 
and  4th  native  battalions;  the  cavalry  were  in  reserve  in 
the  third  line« 

To  oppose  this  force  the  enemy  was  supposed  to  have 
one  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  and  80,000  men,  including 
the  light  troop4  who  had  gone  out  to  forage  in  the  mom* 
ing,  (and  who  were  those  reported  to  have  marched,) 
but  they  returned  before  the  close  of  the  action.  The  in* 
&ntry  ware  dressed,  armed,  and  accoutred  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Seapoys  in  the  Company'^s  s^vice,  and  well 
disdplined  by  French  and  other  European  oflicers.     The 


artflkrjr  was  well  aerveAy  Md  was  cibaerved  to  fire  with  oon- 
aktomWe  oderity.  The  two  Rajahs,  attended  by  their  mi- 
nisleny  were  in  the  field*  The  opposiiig  armies  were  di- 
vided by  the  Kaitna»  a  small  stream,  with  high  banks  and  a 
deep  dumndl,  impassable  to  cavalry  and  guns,  except  at  the 
feeds.  The  enemy  were  drawn  up  on  a  rising  groimd,  with 
the  eavidry  on  the  right,  and  their  fine  extended  to  the  viU 
li^  of  Assaye  on  the  left* 

On  Greoeral  Wdlesley^  afqpiDaeh  to  reconnoitre,  the  en^ 
my  commwicad  a  eanaonade,  the  first  shot  of  which  killed 
oiie  of  the  eeeorts.  As  the  first  attack  was  to  be  made  on 
the  enemy^s  left,  it  was  necessary  to  cross  a  ford  of  the 
Kaitna  eonaderably  within  readi  of  their  cannon,  whidi 
played  with  efiect  on  the  column  of  march.  During  this 
morvement,  the  enemy^s  first  line  changed  podtion  to  the 
left,  to  oppose  a^fircmt  to  the  intended  attack.  Their  second 
line  remained  in  thdr  original  position,  by  which  means  it 
was  at  right  angles  to  the  first  The  first  line  of  the  Bri. 
tiah  formed  parallel  to  that  of  the  enemy y  sqiarated  about 
SOO  yards,  the  left  bmng  directly  opposite  to  the  right  of  the 
«Kmy,  and  the  second  and  third  lines  in  the  rear.  -  During 
the  formation  of  this  order,  the  enemy^B  great  guns  fired  with 
preooon  and  rapidity,  several  of  the  shots  piercing  through 
the  three  lines  to  Uie  rear.  This  was  answered  by  the 
guns  of  the  first  line,  which  had  already  so  many  draught 
oxen  disabled,  that  the  men  were  obTiged  to  draw  the  car^ 

BOD. 

The  order  of  battle  was  now  formed ;  and  the  piequets 
being  named  as  the  battalions  of  direction,  the  Grenend  or- 
dered  the  line  to  advance  in  a  quick  pace,  without  firing  a 
shot,  but  to  trust  all  to  the  bayonet  This  order  was  x&- 
odved  with  cheers,  and  instantly  obeyed.  It  was  soon  per- 
cmved,  howev^,  that  the  leading  battalion,  composed  of 
the  pcquets,  had  diverged  from  the  line  of  direction,  which 
made  it  necessary  to  halt  the  whole  front  line.  This  was  a 
critical  moment.  The  troops  had  got  to  the  summit  of  a 
swell  of  tibe  ground,  which  had  previously  sheltered  their 
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adyniice,  and  the  enemy)  believing  that  the  halt  proceeded 
from  timidity,  redoubled  their  eflbrts,  firing  chain-shot  and 
every  missile  they  could  bring  to  bear  upon  the  line*  6e- 
nenl  Wellesley,  dreading  the  influence  of  this  momentary 
halt  on  the  ardour  of  the  troops,  rode  up  in  front  of  a  na- 
tive battalion,  and,  taking  ofl^  his  hat,  cheered  them  in  their 
own  language,  and  gave  the  word  to  advance  again.  This 
was  also  received  with  cheers,  and  instantly  put  in  execu* 
tion.  When  the  78di  was  within  150  3rard6  of  the  enemy, 
they  advanced  in  quick  time,  and  charged.  At  this  instant 
scnne  European  officers,  in  the  service  oi  the  enemy,  were 
observed  to  mbunt  their  horses  and  fly.  The  infantty, 
thus  deserted  by  their  ofiieers,  broke  and  fled  with  such 
speed,  that  few  were  overtaken  by  the  bayonet:  but  the 
gunners  held  firm  to  their  guns ;  many  were  bayoneted  in 
the  act  of  loading,  and  none  gave  way  till  dosed  upon  by 
the  bayonet 

After  this  charge,  the  78th  quickly  reformed  line,  and, 
preparing  to  advance  on  the  enemy^s  second  line,  wheeled 
to  the  right,  thus  showing  a  front  to  their  •  left.  During 
these  operations  on  the  left,  the  74th  pushed  forward  to  the 
front,  over  an  open  plain,  and  suffered  exceedingly  from  the 
fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  They  were  the  longer  exposed 
to  this  destructive  fire,  from  the  difliculty  they  encountered 
of  getting  through  a  prickly-pear  hedge.  Many  of  the  men 
having  lost  their  shoes,  their  feet  were  much  torn  and  pier- 
ced. In  this  state,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  thirty  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  with  one-half  of  their  number  killed  and  wounded, 
a  large  body  of  the  enemy'^s  cavalry  advanced  to  charge ; 
but  the  rapid  advance  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell,  with 
the  19th  dragoons,  gave  a  most  dmely  support  to  this  regi* 
ment.  At  this  critical  moment,  he  charged  the  enemy  in 
flank,  drove  them  ofi^  the  field,  and  thus  enabled  the  remains 
of  the  74th  to  take  up  their  position  in  the  frxmt  Une. 

The  first  battalion  of  the  ISth  native  infantry,  who,  at  the 
same  time,  with  great  steadiness,  had  also  advanced  from 
the  second  line,  «uflered  exceedingly.     The  army  was  now 
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in  OD6  line,  the  78th  on  the  left,  and  the  74th  on  its  im- 
mediate right.      The  enemy  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
village,  numbers  coming  up  from  the  banks  of  the  river 
Juah,  and  others    who  had  thrown  them&elves  on  the 
ground  as  dead,  and  had  been  passed  over  by  our  men,  now 
started  up  and  gained  possesion  of  their  own  guns,  which 
had  been  abandoned  on  the  charge  of  our  first  line.    From 
these  they  commenced  a  heavy  fire  from  the  rear,  at  the 
same  time  that  a  body  of  cavalry  appeared  on  the  left 
flank  preparing  to  charge.      To  resbt  this,  the  left  wing  of 
the  Highlanders  was  thrown  back  some  paces  on  its  right, 
and,  at  that  instant,  Lieutenant  D.  Cameron,  who  had  been 
left  with  a  party  to  protect  two  guns  which  could  not  be 
brought  forward  owing  to  their  drai^ht  oxen  being  killed, 
now  forced  his  way  through,  and  joined  his  regiment  most 
seasonably,  when  all  were  in  anxious  expectation  of  the 
farther  orders  of  the  Greneral.     This  was  an  important  mo- 
ment, for  it  now  seemed  almost  as  if  the  battle  had  only 
commenced,  or  was  to  be  fought  over  again.     With  an  un- 
broken line  of  the  enemy  in  front,  keeping  up  a  constant 
fire  of  cannon,  flanked  by  batteries  g£  round  shot  on  theif 
right,  and  grape  from  the  rear,  and  with  cavalry  threaten- 
ing the  left ;  with  all  this  in  view,  and  exposed  to  so  severe 
a  trial,  the  silence  and  steadiness  of  the  troops  were  highly 
honourable  to  thdr  character*     But  they  were  not  long 
kept  in  a  state  of  suspense.      The  General  ordered  the  ca« 
valry  to  charge  the  enemy^s  squadron  on  the  left,  (who  did 
not  wait  the  attack,)  and,  directing  the  line  to  attack  to 
their  front,  led  the  78th,  the  19th  dragoons,  and  7th  native 
cavalry  to  the  rear,  and  attacked  the  enemy  who  had  col- 
lected there  in  considerable  force.    Part  of  this  force  re- 
treated, but  in  such  good  order,  that  one  brigade  stood  the 
charge  of  the  19th  light  dragoons,  in  which  Colonel  Max- 
'  well  was  killed.     The  Highlanders  had  considerable  diffi- 
culty in  clearing  that  part  of  the  field  to  which  they  were 
opposed,  and  in  recovering  the  cannon.     The  enemy  made 
a  strong  resistance,  forcing  the  regiment  three  times  to' 
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cbabge  its  fronts  and  to  attack  each  party  separately,  none 
giying  way  till  attacked ;  and  while  the  regiment  moved 
^[ainst  <Hie,  the  others  kept  up  a  galling  fire  which  con- 
tinued till  the  whole  were  driven  off  the  fidd.  At  this 
time  the  cavalry,  which  had  been  detached  by  the  enemy 
'  in  the  mornings  returned ;  but,  when  a  party  of  Mysore 
horse  mardhed  against  them,  they  retreated,  and  the  fire 
ceased  entirely  at  half-past  four  o^dock. 

ThuB  ended  the  battle  of  Assaye,  the  most  desperate  and 
best  contested  that  ever  was  fought  in  India.    On  no  oc- 
casion did  the  enemy  dijaplay  more  bravery,  or  serve  their 
guns  with  more  precision,  steadiness,  and  effect.    Th&  bril- 
liancy of  this  victory  will  be  xoare  conspicuous,  when  we 
consider  that  it  was  gained  over  a  force  six  times  more 
numerous,  that  98  pieces  of  cannon,  and  military  stores 
in  proportion,  were  taken  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  that 
1,S00  men  were  killed,  and  8,000  sujqposed  to  be  wound- 
ed.    The  British  loss   was  21  cheers  killed,   and   30 
wounded.      The  78th  lost  Lieutenant  Douglas, 'and  87 
rank  and  file,  killed ;  Captain  Alexander  Macken^e,  Lieu- 
tenants Kinloch  and  Larkins,  Ensign  Bethune,  4  Serjeants, 
and  78  rank  and  file,  wounded.     Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams 
was  knocked  off  his  horse  by  the  blow  of  a  spent  ball  on 
the  shoulder,  but  as  he  was  able  to  remount  and  keep  the 
field,  he  did  not  include  himself  in  the  list  of  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Fraser  was  also  slightly  wounded. 
Indeed,  thore  were  only  two  officers  of  the  regiment  that 
escaped  without  some  contusion  or  bruise,  but,  following 
the  example  of  their  commanding  officer,  their  nam^  did 
not  appear  among  the  wounded. 

After  the  wounded  and  sick  were  settled  in  quarters,  the 
army  resumed  active  operations.  A  variety  of  movements 
and  several  partial  skirmishes  ensued,  until  the  S9th  of 
November,  when  the  enemy  were  discovered  drawn  up  in 
regular  line  of  battle,  on  a  plain  in  fix)nt  of  the  village  of 
Argaum*  The  troops  moved  forward,  in  one  column,  to  the 
^ge  of  the  plain,.in  nght  of  the  hostile  army,  which  was 
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Mttrly  equal  in  iramber  to  that  at  Aaaaye^  but  naither  so 
Hfdl  diMpIimd  nor  00  well  iqipomted ;  the  artillery  were 
alto  less  numefous  (bong  only  S8  pieces)  and  lees  expert 
General  WeUesky^s  amy,  on  the  other  hand»  exceeded  its 
Amner  amount)  haying  been  reinforced  by  Cokmd  Stephen* 
son^a  diyirion,  oonfiisting  of  the  Mth  or  Sootch  Brigade,  six 
n«ttve  regiments  ci  infantry,  and  two  of  cavalry.  A  small 
village  lay  between  the  head  of  the  British  columns  and  the 
enemy^s  line.  The  cavalry  were  ordered  up,  and  formed 
in  close  c<dumn  behind  thia  village.  The  right  brigade 
passed  the  village,  and  formed  line  in  its  front ;  and  the 
other  corps  fdUowed  and  formed  in  suocessi^m*  The  enetaj 
were  abcMit  l,tiOO  yards  distant.  The  instant  the  leadii^ 
picquet  passed  the  village  the  enemy  fired  twenty  pieces  of 
cannon  in  one  rcSley. 

Courage  in  some  men,  individually  as  wdl  as  collectivdy, 
is  a  firm  constitutional  princij^e,  equally  steady  and  uni« 
form  in  all  situations,  and  not  to  be  diaken  by  any  unex* 
pected  assault  or  alarm*  The  courage  of  otHers,  again^  ia 
sometimes  ardent  and  enthusiastic,  and  may  be  led  to  the 
cannon^s  mouth ;  but  not  being  an  inherent  principle  6f 
action,  and  depending  often  on  contingencies,  it  is  not  oon^ 
stant,  and  may  faU  in  moments  of  the  greatest  need.  Heve 
the  native  picquets,  and  two  battalicms  which  had  been 
eminently  distinguished  at  Asmye,  only  two  short  months 
before,  were  so  panic-stmok  with  this  ncnqr  recepticm,  from 
the  fire  of  twenty  pieces  of  cannon,  which  in  fact  did  no  exe* 
cution,  that,  notwithstanding  the  greatest  exertions  of  their 
officers,  they  retired,  in  the  utmost  confusbn,  behind  the 
village,  leaving  the  picquets  of  the  78th  and  the  artillery 
stdnding  alone  in  the  field.  The  78th  regiment  mstantly 
marched  up  ttnd  formed  line  with  the  picquets  and  actilkiyL 
Other  corps  also  moved  forward  in  succession,  and,  through 
the  exertion  of  their  ofiloers,  the  battalions,  which  had  na» 
tired,  were  also  brought  up  again  into  fine. 

The  army  was  dmwn  up  in  one  line  of  fifteen  battalions, 
theeavaby  forming  areserve  or  saocMd line,  the  7Bth  being 
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on  the  right,  and  next  to  tbem  the  74idi ;  and  the  Mth  fonn* 
ing  the  left  of  the  fine.    When  this  regiment  (vhich  iras 
supported  by  the  Mysore  horse)  reached  and  formed  on 
their  proper  ground,  the  whole  moved  forward,  the  78th 
directing  its  march  against  a  battery  of  nine  guns,  which 
supported  the  enemy^s  left     As  they  a{q»roached,  a  body 
of  MM)  infigmtry  rushed  out  from  behind  the  battery,  and, 
at  full  trot,  made  for  the  intervals  between  the  74th  and 
78th«    Surprised  at  this  daring  advance,  the  regiments  ob- 
liqued their  march  to  close  the  interval,  and  with  pcHted 
arms  moved  forward  in  quick  dme  to  meet  their  assailants. 
But  a  muddy  deep  ditch  (before  unperc^ved)  intervened, 
and  prevented  an  actual  shock  with  the  bayonet.      The 
enemy,  however,  stood  by  the  ditch,  with  a  resolution  al- 
most  unparalleled  in  Eastern  troops,  firing  till  their  last 
man* fell.     The  following  morning  upwards  of  five  hundred 
dead  bodies  were  found  lying  on  the  ground  where  these 
men  had  been  drawn  up.     They  were  a  party  of  desperate 
Iknatics,  who  fought  from  a  religious  prindple. 

This  was  the  only  serious  attempt  made  by  the  enemy. 
An  attack  was  made  by  JScindia^s  cavalry  on  the  left  of 
Colonel  Ste|dienson^sdivision,  but  they  were  quickly  repulsed 
by  the  6th  native  infantry,  and  the  whole  hne  immediately 
gave  way,  leaving  S8  pieces  of  cannon  on  the  field,  and 
was  pursued  beyond  Argaum,  where,  the  sun  having  now 
set,  the  infantry  halted,  but  the  cavalry  continued  the  pur* 
suit  by  moonlight,  till  nine  o^clock.  The  victory  was  com- 
plete,  and,  unlike  that  of  Assaye,  was  purchased  with  little 
loss,  which  fell  principally  on  the  78th  regiment 

Colonel  Harness,  compelled,  by  an  illness  of  which  he 
died  some  time  afterwards,  to  resign  the  command  of  the 
right  brigade,  it  devolved  upon  Colonel  Adams ;  Major  Her- 
cules Scott,  as  field-officer  of  the  day,  commanding  the  fHc* 
quets  of  the  line,  the  command  of  the  78th  regiment  fdl 
to  Captain  James  Fraser. 

No  particular  notice  was  taken  of  the  conduct  of  the  two 
Highland  laments  at  Assaye,  where  so  much  was  done. 
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whale  at  Argauni  the  Gaiaralsays  of  them,  ^  The  74th  and 
7Sth  deserved,  and  reoeiTed,  my  thanks.^  * 

On  the  Sd  of  December  actiye  operations  reoommenoed, 
and,  on  the  18th,  the  strong  fort  of  Gawel^ur  was  taken 
by  assault.  This  exploit  conchided  the  hostile  operations  of 
this  army  against  the  enemy;  bat  th^  fatigues,  from  march^ 
ing  and  countermarching,  w^e  incessant;  till  the  20th  July 
1804,  whan  the  78th  reached  Bombay.  More  men  and  of. 
fioers  fell  sick  in  the  last  month  than  in  the  jwevious  cam* 
paign*  And,  as  it  often  happens,  when  troops  are  placed 
IB  a  state  of  rest  after  an  active  campaign,  they  continued 
ockly  for  a  considerable  time. 

In  May  1805  fivecompanies  were  ordered  to  Baroda  in  the 
Gusaerat,  and  in  July  a  rdnforcement  of  100  reuruits  from 
/Scotland  was  received.  In  the  succession  of  reinforcements 
at  different  times,  from.the  second  battalion,  from  the  Scotch 
Militia,  and  from  recruiting  parties,  this  reg^moit  was  un<P 
commonly  fortunate.  At  Groa,  whither  it  had  been  remov- 
ed frinn  Bombay  in  1807,  it  ^embarked  for  Madras  in  the 
month  of  March  1811,  when  the  strength  of  the  corps  was 
1,027,  and  only  five  men  were  left  bdbind  from  sickness. 
Of  these  886  were  Highlanders,  184  Lowlanders,  8  Eng. 
lish,  and  9  Irish.  But  the  numerical  strength  of  this  fine 
body  of  men  was  less  to  be  estimated  than  their  charac- 
ter, personal  appearance^  efficiency,  and  health.    Upwards 

*  At  the  battle  of  Assaye^  the  musicians  were  ordered  to  attend  to 
the  wounded,  and  carry  them  to  the  surgeons  in  the  rear.    One  of  the 
pipers,  believing  himself  induded  in  this  order,  laid  aside  his  instm- 
menty  and  aaaitted  the  woonded.    For  this  he  was  afterwards  re|iroa^ 
ed  by  bis  comrades.    Flutes  and  hsniboys  they  thought  could  be  well 
qisred,  but  for  Ae  piper,  who  should  always  be  in  the  heat  of  the  bat- 
tle, to  go  to  the  rear  with  the  whistlers,  was  a  thing  altogether  unheard 
ef.    The  unfortunate  piper  was  quite  humbled.    However,  he  soon 
had  an  opportunity  of  playing  off  this  stigma,  fbr,  in  the  advance  at 
Aiganm,  he  played  up  wiUi  such  animatioii,  and  infineaoed  the  msa 
t»  tnch  a  degree,  that,  they  coxdd  hardly  be  restrained  from  rushing  on 
to  the  charge  too  soon,  and  breaking  the  line.    Colonel  Adams  was,  in- 
deed, obliged  to  silence  the  musician,  who  now,  in  some  measure,  re* 
^ned  his  lost  Aune« 
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of  886  were  Tohiiiteeni  fitom  the  Perthihir^  and  other 
Scotch  Militiii  reg^menta,  and  400  were  dnifb  from  the  se- 
cood  battalion^  which  had  been  seasoned  by  a  service  of  thr«e 
years  in  the  Meditemmean.  Sutk  was  die  stature  of  many 
of  the  men  thaty  after  the  grenadiar  company  was  ^oompiated 
from  the  tallest  men,  the  hmcidied  man  next  in  height  were 

finind  too  tall,  and  beyond  the  usual  siae  of  the  lig^t  in&ntry. 

The  hannany  which  wo  frequently  subdsted  between 
Highland  corps  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  where 
they  have  been  stationed,  has  been  frequently  observed.    In 
Goa  it  appears  to  have  been  the  same  as  elsewhere.    The 
Conde  de  Surzeda,  Viceroy  of  Portuguese  India,  on  the  do* 
parture  of  the  regiment  frtmi  under  his  command,  embrac- 
ed the  opportunity  <<  to  express  his  sentiments  of  praise  and 
admiration  of  the  r^ular,  orderly,  and  honoursUe  conduct 
at  his  Britannic  Majesty^s  78th  Highland  Begiment,  during 
the  four  yean  they  have  been  under  his  authori^r,  equally 
and  highly  creditable  to  the  exemplary  diieiplina  of  the 
corps,  and  to  the  skiU  of  the  excellent  commander ;  and  his 
Excellency  can  never  forget  the  inviolable  harmony  and 
friendship  which  has  always  subsisted  between  the  subjacts 
of  the  R^ent  of  Portugal,  and  all  classes  of  this  honoura- 
ble oorps.^ 

The  regiment  did  not  land  at  Madras,  but  were  placed 
under  the  orden  of  LieutenantjGeMfal  Sir  Samuel  Ach- 
muty,  and  formed  part  of  the  force  intended  for  the  con- 
quest of  Java,  lley  sailed  on  the  80th  of  April  1811, 
the  78th  being  in  the  second  brigade  commanded  by  Lieu- 
lenantJCoianel  Adams. 

In  August' the  flee(  readied  Batavia,  and  the  army  dis- 
embarked without  opposition  at  ChiUing-Chiny,  a  few  miles 
east  of  the  city.  After  some-days  passed  in  landing  and  in 
necessary  preparations,  the  advance  of  the  army,  under  Co- 
lonel Rollo  Gillespie,  moved  forward,  and,  on  the  8th,  took 
possesion  of  the  city  of  Batavia,  abandoned  by  the  ene- 
my, who  retreated  to  Weltevreede.     The  army  followed 

to  Batavia  on  the    10th,  while   Colonel  Gillespie,   with 
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tfaH  adwBM^  moived  fohmd  tonwnb  the  enemy^s  ouudiw 
mmt  at  Wdt^vfeede^  from  whidi  tiliey  vetired  t6  a 
0liK»ig  poiitioli  two  wSie»  in  fiont  of  Cornells.  Thii 
]ldBt  was  ooeupidd  by  6,000  of  their  best  troops,  and 
«lteqg«h^iiedby  aAabbatboffelled  taws.  Colonel  Gilles. 
fie  made  ah  ifnlnedlaie  attack,  and  carried  it  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet  The  en^dy  made  an  obstinate  reastanee^ 
but  #ere  completely  routed,  with  die  loss  of  all  their  gunk 
In  this  smart  affior,  <^  the  flank  companies  of  th^  ?8(^ 
(commanded  by  Captains  David  Forbes  and  Thomas  Came- 
lon^)  and  the  detachment  of  the  89th,  particularly  distin- 
guisbed  themselves."  Lieutaiant  John  Munrb  and  1$  men 
of  the  78th  were  killed,  and  Captain  Cameron  and  SS  men 
wounded. 

The  interval  from  Ae  lOtIb  to  the  SOth  was  occupied  in 
preparing  batteries  against  Comdis.  Thds  was  a  level  pa- 
rallelogram of  1,600  yards  in  length,  and  900  in  breadth, 
ftaving  a  broad  and  deep  river  running  on  one  ride,  with 
iditches  cut  around  the  other  three.  The  old  fort  ct  Cbmelis 
-stood  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  To  this  fort  rix  strong 
-teddubts  had  been  sdded  by  Genaral  Daendeb.  Bach  of 
tiiese  was  mounted  with  cannon,  aifd  so  rituated,  that  the 
guns  of  the  one  commanded  and  supported  the  other.  The 
space  within  was  defended  by  traverses  and  parapets,  out  and 
raised  in  all  dkections,  and  intended  asaeover  for  the  mus- 
^u^lry  wMfe  the  great  guns  fired  over  them.  The  whole 
were  defended  by  5^000  men.  .  Berides  the  outward  ditches, 
smafi  oanids  hiid  been  cut,  in  different  direcddns,  within  this 
fcrtified  poridon.  The  attack  was  made  <wl  the  20th.  Colo, 
nel  Gillespie,  with  tjie  flank  battalions,  siqpported  by  Colo- 
nel  Gibbs,  with  the  59tli,  and  the  Bengal  Volunteer  were 
to  attack  the  main  front  ol^posite  Cornells.  The  light  com- 
pany,  under  Captain  David  Fcn4)es,  and  the  grenadiers  of 
the  *n9th,  under  Captain  Donald  Macleod,  formed  part  al 
this  attack;  The  battalion  of  the  7Bth^  under  Lieutenant- 
Cdonei  William  Campbell,  were  to  push  forward  to  the  as- 
sault by  the  main  road.    Every  attack  was  cdmpleiely  Eote- 
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oeaafuL  Tbe  enemy  was  forori  fot^m  every  iuifeh^  wiA 
defence^  as  the  troops  advaoeed,  bat  net  withoiit  stnuig 
resistanoe.  By  some  stnmge  ov^jBBgfat.on  tb^  pant  of  the 
Dutch,  the  dHdt  ovisr  which  tbe  battalion  oompaniea  of  the 
78th  had  to  pass  was  left  dry.  -  Gaptain  James  Macpher- 
sonpiBsbed  forwaxd  widttwocompaaies,  aqd  toolc;  peisa^ 
mm  of  the  daio-dike  which  kept  back  the  water  fiom  the 
ditch,  and  prevented  the  akemy  from .  cuttidg  it.  la  this 
jiffaitf  Captain  Maepberson  was  woimdedii^  a  personal  reo- 
eoiiotre  with  a  Frenob  offlp^^.  -  Lieut^ant-Colonel  Camp- 
bell was  mortally  wpunded  as  the  regiment  advanced  tp  the 
ditch,  which  they  crossed,  and  carried  the  redoubt  ai^ 
defences  in  thetr  fronts  with  a  spirit  and  ardour  which  the 
enemy  could  not  resist  After  an  obstinate  content,  the 
.cfi^ny:  were  overpowered,  and  retreated  by  the  side. of  the 
camp  which,  had  not  beeq  attacked,  leaving  upwards  of 
J^OOO  men  killed,  and  agreat  member  wounded;  while  thataf 
*  the  Britidi  was  only  91  rank  apd  file  killed,  and  BIS  wounds 
ed»  The  78th  lost  Brevet  I^ieutenant-Qolonel  William 
Campbell,  and  18  rank  and  file,  killed ;  and  Captains  Wil- 
liam Mackenzie  and  James  Maopherson,  .Lieutenant  Mathe- 
son.  Ensign  Fennycuik,  3  Serjeants,  and  62  rank  and  file;, 
wounded.  This  conquest  was  soon  followed  by  the  sur- 
render of  the  whole  colony. 

The  regiment  was  stationed  in  difierent  parts  of  the  coun. 
try  till  September  1816,  whega  they  embarked  for  Calcutta. 
During  this  period  of  four  years,  the  men  suffered  exceed- 
ingly from  climate.  That  fine  body  of  men  whidi,  in  1811, 
had  sailed  from  Madras  1,0S7  strong,  was  now  greatly  re- 
duced in  numbers ;  and,  as  often  happens  from  sickness  by 
climate,  the  stoutest  and  largest  men  had  first  fallen.  The 
rei^tment  was  assembled  at  Batavia  from  the  distant  sta- 
ticms,  and  embarked  on  board  the  Frances  Charlotte  and 
anpther  transport  The  Charlotte,  with  ^x  companies  on 
board,  had  a  favourable  voyage  till  the  morning  of  the  5th 
of  November,  when,  at  two  o^clock,  the  ship  struck  on  a 
rock,  twelve  miles  distant  from  the  small  island  of  Prepares- 
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Fortunately,  the  weather  was  moderate ;  but  the  sh'^  being  ] 
xuider  a  press  of  sail,  she  struck  with  such  force,  ibst  she 
stuck  fast  on  the  rock,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  was  filled  with 
water  to  the  main-deck. 

Now  was  displayed  one  of  those  examples  of  firmness  and 
jself-command  which  are  so  liecessary  in  the  character  of  a 
soldier.  Although  the  ship  was  in  the  last  extremity,  and 
momentarily  expected  to  sink,  there  was  no  tumult,  no  cla« 
znorous  eagerness  to  get  into  the  boats :  every  man  wuted 
orders,  and  obeyed  them  when  received.  The  diip  rapidly 
filling,  and  appearing  to  be  lodged  in  the  water,  and  to  be 
only  prevented  from  sinking  by  the  rock,  all  hope  of  saving 
her  was  ffjen,  up.  Except  the  provisions  which  had  been 
brought  up  the  preceding  evening  for  the  following  day^s 
consumption,  nothing  was  saved.  A  few  bags  of  rice,  and 
a  few  pieces  of  pork,  were  thrown  into  the  boat^  along  with 
the  women,  children,  and  sick,  and  sent  fo  the  island, 
which  was  so  rocky,  and  the  surf  so  heavy^  that  they  had 
great  difficulty  in  landing ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  follower 
ing  morning  that  the  boats  returned  to  the  ship.  In  the 
meantime,  a  small  part  of  the  rock  on  which  the  ship  lay  was 
found  dry  at  low  water,  and  covered  with  little  more  than 
a  foot  of  water  at  full  tide.  As  many  as  this  rock  could 
admit  of  (140  men)  were  removed  on  a  small  raft,  with 
ropeS'to  fix  themselves  to  the  points  of  the  rock,  in  order  to 
prevent  their  bdbg  washed  into  the  sea  by  the  waves  at 
high  water.  The  highest  part  of  the  rock  was  about  J  60 
yards  from  the  ship.  It  was  not  till  the  fourth  day  that 
the  boats  were  able  to  carry  all  in  the  ship  to  the  island, 
while  those  oa  the  rock  remained  without  sleep,  and  with 
very  little  food  or  water,  till  the  third  day,  when  water  be- 
ing  discovered  on  the  island,  a  supply  was  brought  to 
them* 

During  all  this  time  the  most  perfect  order  and  resignation 
prevailed,  both  on  the  island  and  oh  the  rock.  Providentially 
the  weather  continued  favourable,  or  those  on  the  rock  must 
have  been  swept  into  the  sea.  In  theevening  of  the  fourth  day. 
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tbe  Prince  Blucher,  Captain  tVcatherall,  and  the  Po,  Cap- 
tain  Knox,  appeared  in  sight,  and  inunediately  bore  down  to 
the  wreck.  They  had  scarcely  taken  the  men  ftom  the  rock, 
and  begun  to  steer  to  the  island,  when  it  came  on  to  blow  a 
furious  gale.  This  forced  them  out  to  sea.  Being  short  of 
provisions,  and  the  gale  continuing  with  great  violence,  the 
commanders  were  afraid  that  they  could  not  get  back  to  the 
island  in  sufficient  time  to  take  the  people  on  board,  and  reach 
a  port,  before  the  stock  was  expended,  and  therefore  bore 
away  for  Calcutta,  where  they  arrived  on  the  23d  Novem- 
ber. Two  fast  sailing  vessels  were  instantly  dispatched  with 
provisions  and  clothes,  and  on  the  6th  of  December  made 
the  island  of  Prepares.  The  people  there  were  by  that  time 
nearly  reduced  to  the  last  extremity.  The  allowance  of 
provisions  (a  glass  full  of  rice  and  two  ounces  of  beef  fot  two 
days  to  each  person)  was  expended,  and  they  had  now  only 
to  trust  to  the  shell-fish  which  they  picked  up  at  low  water. 
These  soon  became  scarce;  and  they  had  neither  lines 
to  catch  fish,  nor  fire-arms  to  kill  the  birds  and  monkeys, 
the  only  inhabitants  of  the  island,  which  is  small  and  rocky, 
covered  with  low  trees  and  brurfiwood.  In  this  deplorable 
state,  the  men  continued  as  obedient,  and  the  officers  had 
the  same  authority,  as  on  parade.  Every  privation  was 
bcH*ne  in  common.  Every  man  who  jncked  up  a  live  shell- 
fish carried  it  to  the  general  stock,  which  was  ^e  from  the 
attempts  of  the  half-famished  sufferers.  Nor  was  any  guard 
required.  However,  to  prevent  any  temptations,  centinels 
were  placed  over  the  small  store.  But  the  precaution  was 
unnecessary:  No  attempt  was  made  to  break  the  regula- 
tions established,  and  no  s3anptoms  of  dissatisfaction  were 
shown,  except  when  they  saw  several  ships  passing  them 
without  notice,  and  without  paying  any  regard  to  their  ng- 
nals.  These  signals  were  large  fires,  which  might  have  at- 
tracted notice  when  seen  on  an  uninhabited  idand.  Captain 
Weatherall  required  no  signal.  He  met  with  some  boards 
and  other  symptoms  of  a  wreck,  which  had  floated  to  sea 
out  of  sight  of  the  island,  and,  suspecting  what  had  hap* 
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pe^edgi  immediately  steqred  towards  it*  To  hia  humanity, 
the  salety  of  ihe  people  on  die  ipck  may,  umber  Frovideoce^ 
be  aacaribed;  for,  as  the  violence  of  the  gale  was  such  as 
to  dash  the  ship  to  pieces^  leaving  no  part  viable  in  a  few 
hoorsi  the  men  muat  have  been  swept  off  the  vodc  at  hf 
commwiccawpti 

Five  men  cBed  from  weakness  ;  several  were  drowned  ii^ 
iUlmgoff  thekiod  of  mftmade  to  convey  them  from  the  ^bif 
to  the  rock;  and  some  were  drowned;  by  the  surf  in  goat^  on 
shore :  in  alV  fourteen  soldiers  and  two  Lascars  were  lost 
Unfortunately,  the  gale  that  destroyed  the  ship  blew  off  the 
ish^d,  so  that  no  part  of  the  wreck  floated  on  shore«  Had 
it  been  otherwise,  somo  thtf^p  might  have  been  carried  back 
to  the  island. 

The  vessels  which  took  the  men  off  this  island  had  an  ex- 
peditious passage  back  to  Calcutta,  where  they  landed  on 
the  ISth  of  December:  After  the  men  had  been  refreshed 
and  new  clothed,  they  embarked  for  England,  in  the  end 
of  February  1817,  on  board  the  Prince  Bhichei^  Captain 
Weathendl,  to  whpse  humanity  they  in  a  great  measure  owed 
th^  lives.  They  sailed  on  the  1st  of  March,  and  landed 
in  Portsmouth  in  June.  From  thence  they  embarked  for 
Aberdeen,  and  in  a  f^w  weeks  were  removed  to  Ireland. 

At  this  time  a  report  was  pretty  generally  spread  that  the 
three  Highland  leg^ents,  the  42d,  78th,  and  S&i,  had 
been  ordered  out  of  Scotland,  under  a  conviction  that  they 
were  not  to  be  trusted  at  a  time  when  disturbances  were  ex- 
pdcted  in  Glasgow  and  other  manufacturing  towns.  This 
unfounded  and  malicious  report  must  have  originated  in 
what  was  considered  to  he  ^n  unexpected  removal  of  those 
national  corps  to  Ireland,  particularly  the  removal  of  the 
78th,  in  a  few  weeks  subsequent  to  their  return  to  their  na- 
tive country,  after  a  course  of  honourable  service,  and  after 
an  absence  of  twenty-three  years,  without  having  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  their  friends  and  their  kindred.  The 
character  of  these  soldiers  is  now  too  well  established  to 
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admh  of  any  distrust  or  want  of  confidence  in  their  per- 
formance of  their  duty*  The  honour  and  good  name  of  a 
soldier  ought  to  be  like  the'virtue  of  Csesar^s  wife,  not  only 
pure,  but  unsuspeot^.  The  honour  of  Highland  soL 
£Eers  has  hitherto  been  well  supported,  and  Ross-slfijPe 
has  to  boast  that  the  78th  has  all  along  mcdntained  the  ho- 
nourable character  of  their  predecessors.  All  those  who  va^ 
lue  the  character  of  a  brave  and  virtuous  race  may  look 
with  confidence  to  this  corps,  as  one  of  the  representa^ 
lives  of  the  military  and  moral  character  of  the  peasant- 
ry of  the  mountains.  In  this  regiment,  twenty-three  have 
been  promoted  to  the  rank  of  officers  during  the  war. 
Merit'  thus  rewarded  will,  undoubtedly,  have  its  due  in- 
fluence on  those  who  succeed  them  in  the  ranks. 

List  of  Kitted  and  Wounded  in  the  Ross-shire  Hi^damders, 

from  1798  to  ISIS.  •    •    < 


r^T" 


BATTLES,  ASSAULTS, 
AND  SKIRMISHES. 


Nimeguen,  4th  November  1794, 
Tilfl,  Deqember, 
GUdermalsent  Jimuary  170i, 
Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Ahmednaggar,  Sth  of  January  1808, 

Afiaje,  ?3d  September 

Argaum,  29th  November  — 
Skirmiabes  Ib  thi«  Campaign, 
WeltevreederBatavia,  1 0th  of  August  1811, 
Cocnelia,  20th    >'  ^^  •  . 
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Namu  tf  Qffic€ri  KUkd. 
Tiiil,  l794^.MajovG.  Mumy; 

Ahmednaggur,  8th  June  IflOS,  Capt  T.  B.  Mackenzie  Humbcwtonc 

Dirtdm  Grant. 
'    '         UiotrJMiiiiAndBMik 
Ainye,  29d  8cpt  «-^  Litot.  James  Douglas^ 
Wdterreede,  KHh  August  181 1,  LieuL  John  Munro. 
CorndiSy  90th  — lient-Cdonel  WaUam  Campbell.         ♦ 

Namfii  of  Officers  Wounded. 
B^wttin  Wart,  Oetpbcs  17M,  Usvtoiant  AichibaU  Christie. 

Major  Malcom. 
Nimeguen,  4th  Norember  I7d4,  Captdn  Hdgh  Munio.  '  ' 

CofiniMaefcsnzie. 
Ucnt.  Geoige  fii^Iey, 
Ensign  Martin  Cameron,  di^  of  liis  wounds^ 
GOdermalsen,  January  179ft)  Captain  Duncan  Munro. 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  1796,  Major  MonTpemiy. 

Captaiii  Hercules  Seottto 
Ahmednaggur,  June  1809,  Lieutenant  T«arkins. 
Asnye,  23d  September  1803,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Adams. 

Captain  Alexander  Mackenzie. 
Ueat.  Kinkeh. 
iHtrkiifr 
Ensign  Joseph  Bethune.  , 

Weltefreede,  lOth  August  1811,  Captain  Donald  Cameron. 

Cornells,*  90th ^-^  Captain  WiOiam  Mackensie. 

James  Ma^hersan. 
Lieut.  William  Matbieson. 
Entigo  John  Pennycuik. 


SETENTT-KIKTH  BEGIMENT, 
OE 
CAUEBON  HIGHLANDEES. 
1798. 


This  respectable  r^jiment  was  the  second  raised  in  this 
war.  On  the  17th  of  August  1793,  letters  of  service  were 
granted  to  Allan  Cameron  of  Erracb,  for  the  purpose  of 
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falsing  a  ocurpe  of  Highlanders.  To  r^;iment8  embodied  in 
thu  manner,  Governm^it  generally  allowed  a  bounty,  but 
under  no  certain  regulatipji,  bieing  higher  or  lower,  accord^ 
ing  to  time  and  circumstances.  But,  in  this  instance,  .no 
bounty  whatever  was  giiren,  and  the  men  were  recruited  at 
the  sole  expence  of  Mr  Cameron  and  his  officers.  How 
well  they  succeeded  in  the  execujdon  of  this  task  appeared 
by  the  rapid  completion  of  the  corps.  It  was  inspected  at 
Stirling  in  February  1794,  and  embodied  under  the  num«^ 
ber  and  denomination  of  the  79th'  or  Cameron  Highland* 
ers.  Mr  Cameron  was  af^inted  li^utenaQt^colonel-com* 
mandant.  The  auocaui  of  this  first  effort  encouraged  him 
to  proceed ;  and,  in  a  shoi't  tiiaie,  the  corps  was  completed 
to  1,000  men. 

Not  having  been  able. to  procure  wy  detailed  account  of 
the  movements  [and  service  of  this  regiment,  beyond  such 
a  general  sketch  as  must  be  familiar*  to  all  readers,  as 
well  as  to  military  men^  I  shall,  therefore,  only  state  that 
it  waa  employed  in  the  ^'campaign  of  1794  and  1795  in 
Flanders ;  and  that  in  the  summer  of  the  latter  year  it  em- 
barked for  the  West  Indies.  A  duty  of  two  years  in  Mar- 
tinique  reduced  the  strengdi  of  the  corps  considerably.-— 
In  July  1797,  a  proposition  was  made  to  the  men  to  vo- 
lunteer into  other  regiments.  Such  of  them  as  chose  to  re- 
turn to  Europe  were  to  join  the  42d  regiment,  then  under 
orders  to  embark,  and  those  who  preferred  the  West 
Indies  were  at  liberty  to  make  choice  of  any  regiment  des- 
tined to  continue  on  that  station.  The  officers,  and  non- 
commissioned  officers,  were  to  return  to  Scotland  to  recruit 
for  another  battalion.  Many  of  the  men  chose  to  remain 
in  the  West  Indies.  Those  who  preferred  the  43d 
(amounting  to  210  men)  came  home  in  1797,  and  in  such 
good  health,  that  five  compares  of  100  men  each,  including 
the  men  of  both  corps,  landed  at  Portsmouth  on  the  81st  of 
August,  in  perfect  health.  It  has  already  been  mentioned, 
that  when  the  report  of  the  raiment  was  sent  on  shore,  on 
the  arrival  of  the  ships  at  Portsmouth^  k  was  supposed  that 
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Colonel  CMnflpQA^alidrJkiB  cttKciiCfiiM  hMtttit  ibttiuBBft 
le^  and  irei»  iiMMdiaUlgi!  urdfltted  to  Smtlmd  to.  leoruki 
Greftt  exerdons  were  now  made,  (although  there  was  leas 
mducement  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  who  obtained  np 
rank  for  their  e^sertionag,  aa  th^  predecessors  had 
done.)  and.  in,  an  esnecial  manner.-  Colonel  CamerDn  hkft- 
lelf  waa  sa  aealouft  aad .  siiooestftiV  ;diat^  in  tk9 '  yoar 
1798^  a  freeh  body  of  7B0(bi^  was  assembled  at  Inverness, 
and  afterward^  formed  a'  part  of  the  expedition  of.  1*^90 
to  the  ^elder.  The  loaa  in  t^s  service^  aa  well  a^  f^ 
others  in  wluob  the  T^gkaeat  was  inigaged  with,  the  eu^ 
mjf  will  be  seen  ii^  the  aimexed  lists  of  killed  and  wo«Daid;e^ 
which  show,  at  one  view,  the  actions  in  which  the  corpfi^ 
was  engaged,  and  the  total  loss  sustained  from  the  beguv 

nkjig  to  th^  ca^iMdoiV  9f  ^  ^^f^  * 

la  1800  the  legimenli  wwi  ^tmbarked  far  Fendl,  imider 
Lieutenant-Oenend  Sir  James  Pukney.  From  thenc^  they 
proceeded  to  join  the  force  under  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby, 
off  Cadiz,  and  accompanied  the  expedition  to  the  lifediter- 
nuQiean  and  to  i^gypt,  t 

*  See  Appendix;:. 

'f  In  the  action  of  the  Stst  of  March^  near  Alexandria^  Lieut^n^nt 
Patrick  Roaa  was  wounded,  and  his  arpi  amputated  clpae  to  the  shouU 
der.  By  a  good  hal;»it  of  body,  and  an  excellent  constitution^  he  rapidly 
reoorered^  and^  with  a  spirit  eqnaUy  honourable  and  exemplary^  he  re* 
taaed  the  leave  of  al»ence  oflered  him  to  go  home  fbr  the  cure  of  hia 
wound.  Eager  to  be  at  his  post,  he  Joined  his  regiment  before  the  skin 
had  closed  over  the  amputated  limb ;  andj  on  the  t5th  of  April;  l^ss 
than  five  weeks  after  hia  arm  was  cut  oil^  he  monntedpic^uet,  and  con- 
tinued to  perfinrm  every  duty,  however  ftt!guing>  during  ike  whole 
campaign^  in  the  conne  of  which^  at  Rhamanieh,  he  had  nearly  lost  his 
other  ann^  a  aix-pound  shot  having  passed  und^  it  as  he  was  in  the 
act  of  giting  directions  to  his  men.  On  many,  indeed  all  occadons^ 
he  displayed  the  same  spirit;  and  the  Duke  of  York,  with  that  atten- 
tlon  which  he  has  always  shown  to  merit,  when  made  known  to  him, 
promoted  Lieutenant  Ross  to  a  company  in  the  69tb,  at  the  head  of 
which  he  WIS  UDed  at  the  stoiming  ofFortConieliahi  Java  hi  1811, 
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In  1M4  a  ieeondl^battalMi  "WW  acMed  to  die  t^gimcfnt, 
the  offioen  raing  men  tat  dieir  promotion.  This  was  m 
excellent  and  eflBcient  corps  of  young  men,  ci  good  morals 
andJieakky  coastitationsy  aad  fotnied  ab  esceeU^i  nursery 
of  reoruito  for  tbe  first  hattaliOD,  wUA  vm»  tor  aevecal 


on  which  occasion  he  was  •"pm^M  wi$h  the  suae  enthnsisslic  seal  snd 
heroic  bravery. 

Those  who  have  fidth  m  the  hereditaiy  influence  of  blood,  will  also 
-belike  that  thisydcmg  man  had  a  hereditary  predisposition  to  firmness 
sadbravary.    HisiaifaeE^  Mr  WOlism  boss,  late  tscJfsniap  of  Brae  in 
Roai-^i^  eTin9ed  afmilar qualities  in  ^Vf  esr}y  li&k'  In  tbesomver 
of  1746,  when  so  many  gentlemen  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  Bebel- 
lion  were  forced  to  take  shelter  in  the  woods,  and  moimtuns,  and 
when  the  troops  were  qoartered  on  their  estates,  Ross  of  Pitcalney^  a 
chieftain  4>f  the  clAa,  wis  en  olject  of  mote  ihan  ordinary  search,  hsvw 
jbag  joined  the  xebds  in  ofipeeition  to  the  xemdnstrancea  and  thmats  of 
his  nnde,  the  Lord  Aresident  Forbes.    As  no  concealment  from  the 
people  was  necessary,  Pitcahiey  was  in  the  habit  of  sleeping  in  bad 
weather  in  his  tenants'  houses,  but  always  going  to  one  or  other  of  his 
biding*places  before  day-light,  in  case  of  a  search  of  the  honse  by  the 
iMops.    Onenigfathediq^tin  ^flWm-hoiiseofBrse,  andreAaaining 
falter  in  the  morning  than  or^ary«  Mr. Ros%  thsaaladoffifleen*  was 
directed  by  his  father  to  accompany  Pitcahiey  through  the  most  unfte- 
quented  parts  of  the  woods,  in  case  the  troops  should  be  stirring  at 
tiiat  late  hour  of  the  day.    Hie  lad  had  performed  his  task,  and  was 
returning  home,  when  he  met  a  party  of  soldiers,  who  knew  him,  and, 
suspecting  where  he  had  been,  questioned  him  very  sharply  about  his 
knowledge  of  Pitcalnej's  retreat.    He  pleaded  tpta)  ipiorance,  and  per- 
sisting in  doing  so,  they  threatened  to  shoot  or  hang  him  on  the  next 
tree,  which  in  those  times  was  the  most  usual  mode  of  extorting  confes* 
siQU.     But  threats  having  no  effect,  they  proceefled  to  action,  and  tied 
him  up  to  a  tree,  placing  four  men  before  him  with  their  pieces  ready 
to  fire  if  he  still  denied  what  Uiey  were  aensible  he  knew.     But  all  in 
▼ain ;  neither  the  fear  pf  deaths  nor  the  previous  preparation,  which,  to 
a  boy  of  his  age,  must  hayeibeen  suffdently  trying^  could  induce  him  to 
betr^  t])e  friend  and  landlord  of  his  father.    So  strong  were  the  prin- 
^ples  of  ^ffectiqn  apd  regard  to  promise  and  to  principle  instilled  thus 
^]y  W  the  instructions  of  his  parents,  and  the  example  of  his.couutry- 
men.    The  party,  either  respecting  the  bey's  firmness^  or  not  wisjhing 
to  carry  matters  to  extremity,  released  and  allowed  him  to  go  homa 
When  he  told  the  story  he  always  concluded, ''  When  I  shut  my  eyes 
waiting  to  be  shot,  I  expected  to  open  them  again  in  Heaven."    Such 

was  the  father  ot  that  bnivc  soldier  Captain  Patrick  Ross, 

«        .  »      .         •  ..     •  »  ... 
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years^  aetir elf  emjdoyed,  and  constantly  requiting  a'  regu* 
lar  supply  for  the  consumptioa  ooeaaoned  by  ihie  usual 
caMiadties  of  war.    '.• 

In  1808  the  regiment  enibarked  fcnr  Portugal;  anci,  «n^ 
tering'  S|pain  under  Sir  J<^  Moore,  accompanied  sAl  his 
ino"7ements  till  his  fttll  at  Corunna.  In  the  following  autumn 
ihey  embarked  fbr  Zeidand,  under  Lieutenant-General  the 
iEarl  of  Chatham,  and  suffered  so  little  in  this  unfortunate 
expedition,  in  which  so  many  thousands  of  our  best  soldiers 
fidl  a  sacrifice  to  the  climate,  that  in  a  few  months  the 
corps  was  again  efficient,  and  in  1810  sailed  for  Spun. 

The  returns  of  killed  and  wounded  will  indicate  the  sue- 
cesave  engagements  in  which  they  bore  a  conspicuous  share, 
lill  the  battle  of  Toulouse,  *  on  which  important  occa^ofi 
die  steady  brayery  6t  this  coips  was  most  eminently  dis- 
played, as,  indeed,  it  had  been  in  eyeiy  instance  in  Whicli, 
during  the  preceding  campugns,  they  came  in  contact  vnth 
the  enemy.  At  Fuenteff  de  Honor,  on  the  8d  of  May 
1811,  Ihey  highly  distinguished-  themselves,  and  maiiily 
contributed' to  repulse  one-  of  the  formidable  colmnns  sent 
forward  by  Massena  in  his  reiterated  and  desperate  assaults 

on  that  village,  f    The  same  observation  appfies-  to  their 

•    •  .  ,  '  ^  '  ■  .• 

•  The  very  dk^ogoiahisd  part  this  vegiment  had  in  the  eoioqv^Mi 
Kpbfleguent  defence  of  the  l^^taines  on  the  heights  of  TouloiJ/9e>  will  be 
found  under  the  head  of  the  iSd  Regiment. 

t  At  Fuentes  de  Honor  Colonel  Cameron  losthia  eldest  son,  Liea« 
tenant-Col6neI  Philip  Caroeronj  a  young  c^cerof  takbta  and  proft»- 
aioaaIpvoia>se» 

At  Beigen  in  1799  the  regiment  lost  Captain  James,  Campbell  (if 
Duntzoon^  who,  with  great  in  telligenpe^  ap  open  and.  generoa8>un4y 
imd  a  personal  appearance  the  most  prepossessing^  exhibited  m  every 
yiew,  according  to  the  opinion  of  an  old  Highlander^ — a  perfect  model  of 
one  of  the  heroes  described  by  Ossian.  In  Egypt  J<ieutenant^ColoneI 
Macdowall  died  of  his  woan^s.  Major  Lawrie  was  killed  at  Burgos, 
and  Captain  Purves  at  Toulouse.  These  were  officers  whom  their.reg|« 
ment  and  fHends  had  much  cause  to  lament 

Cobnel  Cameron's  second  son,  a  Major  of  his  regiment,  died  of  sick- 
ness caught  in  the  service,  but  die  veteran  himself^  who  entered,  the 
army  at  an  advanced  period  in  life,  never  lost  one  day's  duty  with  his 
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qmiufit  al  the  ]p9m^  of  the  Niye  u^  Deeemb^  \SX9y  wheii 
ttie  <2ool  «nd  well-dim^  firs  c^  ttoa  f^fj^B^eDt  wa^  vune  de- 
structive to  the  enemy  than  ahnost  any  wilff  inatip^  of 
th$  kupbd  durii^  theti^  oapipaigas. 

Qdl  the  t^pninat]^  of  hostjilitif^y  d^  vqppteBt  embarked 
Ht  iBQ^rdemvi:  for  ^Bugkuid,  aqd  iQ  181^  ^"W  again  ordosed 
to  serve  in  Flanden^  At  Q^atre  Bi^^  iriicre  their  disci* 
j/Ho^  a^  miliitarj  qualUief  ware  puit  to  a  severe  ptooS^ 
they  auppcvted  th^  vsputaiiiHi  whidb  t^y  had  aequired  at 
Fuent^  da  Honor  and  Toulouse^  and  had  thw  full  sh^qre 
in  the  dittpi^  of  itiat  hurd-fiMigbt  day.  In,  this  batt}e»  whjkh 
laid  8^  gepd  a  foundation  £01^  the  great  victory  which  soon 
enswd^  thf'  regimeats  w^re  fi^Qiantly  compelled  to  fi^ 
sepqarately,*  each  on  its  own.gvouiid)  independent^^  of  die 
support  of  others,  the  eo^oay  pourii^  dpwii  in  separate  ao- 
liunn^  c|f  attack  on  the  different  oofps  as  they  reached  the 
g^ufid,  so  that  each  re^pent  had  to  stand  or  fall  by  its  own 
individpa^  exertions.  In  these  trials  ol  courage  and  firmness 
the  CameaponHi^laaders  were  i;mifoK^ysiiocess|iil.  Notsa- 
fisfied  with  repeUing  the  enemy,  they  followed  up  the  blow, 
aqd  drove  them  off  the  ground  yet,  at  the  same  time^  pre- 
served such  regularity  of  formation,  that  they  were.prefwed 
for  every  fresh  attack.  These  attacks  were  repeated,  and  re* 
ic^ed  sometimes  in  position ;— at  other  times  they  advan* 
ced  to  meet  the  charge  of  the  French  infantry,  who  never 
stood  the  onset.  The  cavalry  were  received  in  squares,  and 
with  equal  auccess.  It  is  rocaarkable,  that,  on  this  day,  the 
enemy  never  combined  their  different  arms.  When  the  in- 
ftntry  advanced,  the  cavahy  were  at  a  distance,  who  again 
pushed  forward  in  their  turn,  but  never  in  any  combined 

r^liment  when  any  service  was  to  be  perfonned,  till  his  psomodon  ten* 
dered  his  regimental  duty  incompatible  with  his  rank  of  Mgor*Gen^ 
ral.  He  accompanied  his  r^ment  to  Flanders^  to  the  West  Indies^ 
to  Holland,  Egypt^  Portugal,  and  Spain,  at  a  period  of  life  when  men 
of  less  strength  of  mind,  and  of  common  constitutions  and  habits,  would 
have  been  incapable  of  encountering  such  changes  of  climate^  and  socb 
exhausting  duties. 
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i^on.  If  dte  eav«by  luul  follcwed  elose  upon  the  attacks  of 
the  ixifsntry,  oAd  made  tbeir  charge  so  imniediately  sacceed-^ 
iog  the  refmke  ot  the  latter^  as  to  prevent  the  'ptoper  forma- 
tion of  a  M][uaare^  our  tfoopB  must  have  found  a  greater  dif- 
ficulty \A  presenting  a  jproper  reristance  to  such  bold  and 
experienced  squadrons. 

At  WaterioO)  this  re^ment  was  in  Major-GkneralKempt^ 
brigade,  irith  the  CSth  and  Sftd  regknents,  and  formed  the 
centre  of  Lieutenant-Gkneral  Picton^s  divinon.     Hie  3Sd 
and  70th  were  stationed  150  yards  in  rear  of  a  hedge  occu- 
jned  by  a  corps  of  Belgians  and  part  of  the  rifle  brigade- 
About  two  hours  after  the  commencement  of  the  battle,  three 
heavy  columns  of  the  enemy,  preceded  by  artillery  and 
sharp-shooterS)  advanced  with  a  seaning  determination  to 
take  possession  of  the  hedge.     The  Belgians  fired  a  volley, 
and  retreated  in  great  ccmfiision.    The  3^,  79A,  and  rifle 
corps,  instantly  pushed  forward,  occupied  the  ground  left  by 
the  Belgians,  and,  forming  upon  the  hedge,  fired  a  voDey, 
tsad  charged,  aa  the  enekny  was  deploying  into  line.     This 
threw  them  into  confusion.    They  then  made  an  attempt  to 
get  towards  their  ri^t,  but  wei^  tecexted  by  the  S8th,  who 
made  a  deepeVate  attack  upon  the  right  of  the  enemy  as  they 
advanced.     The  other  two  regiments  pursued  thcjr  advan- 
tage,  each  attacking  the  edumn  opposed  tb  them,  till  tft 
length  the  enemy  gave  way  in  the  gteatest  confusion.     At 
this  moment  General  Picton  was  killed,  and  Oeneral  Kempt 
aeverdy  wounded ;  but  the  lattei^  never  left  the  field.   Like 
his  old  commander,  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  to  whom  he 
had  been  confidential  secretary,  he  allowed  no  personal  con- 
mderation  to  interfere  with  Ms  duty ;  and,  although  unable 
to  sit  on  horseback  fh)m  the  severity  ofthe  wound,  he  would 
not  allow  himsdtf  to  be  carried  away  from  his .  sdldiers, 
'whose  ^tuation,  pressed  by  a  brave  and  powetful  enem;^, 
required  every  asastance  from  his  presence  and  tafentls. 

The  enemy,  anxious  to  gain  Ae  position  behmd  the 
hedge,  tepeated  their  attempts,  but  every  attempt  was  re- 
jpulsed*    It  was  less,  however,  by  these  desperate  attacks  of 


the  enemy,,  tbaa  by  the  cannonadii^  and  skinviiahiBig  of 
gharpsbooters^  that  the  regiment  suffered.  An  enemy 
who  is  so  quickly  driven  back  will  seldom  fire  steadily. 
Not  so  with  the  artill^  and  sharpsbootersy  whose  distaape 
enables  them  to  take  a  better  and  cooler  aim.  This  regi- 
ment, which  had  been  warmly  engaged  on  both  days»  suf- 
fered severely ;  but  what  they  lost  in  numbers  was  com- 
pensated by  the  honour  whidi,  in  conmuin  with  other  corps 
they  acquired  in  this  decisive  battle. 

The  regiment  ren^idned  some  time  in  France,  and  returned 
to  Britain  in  1818.  As  they  bad  beenmore  successful  in  re. 
cruiting  than  any  other  Highland  corps,  and  as  a  numiber  of 
the  old  and  disabled  men  have  he&x  discfa^ged,  ti¥o-thirds  of 
those  who  now  compose  the  regiment  are  in  the  prime  of 
life,  active  and  efficients  Although  the  Highlanders  have 
not  lately  enlisted  readily  in  their  own  country,  an  officer 
of  this  regiment  enlisted  nearly  SOO  young  men  in  Edin- 
burgh and  Glasgow  in  a  few  weeks.  They  had  come  up 
from  the  North  in  search  of  work ;  and,  having  be^  ui^ 
successful,  they  engaged  with  him« 

The  casualties  will j  in  all  probability,  be  so  felv^  for  many 
years^  that  they  will  easily  be  supplied,  and  none  but  good 
men  received.  The  annexed  return  shows  the  number 
of  killed  and  wounded.  There  are  also  342  discharged 
men  on  the  strength  of  Chelsea  Hosjutal,  receiving  pensions 
for  length  of  service,  and  from  being  disabled  by  wounds  or 
disease.  But  many  of  the  pensioners  have  suffered  so  little, 
that  they  have  again  been  called  to  serve  in  veteran  battalions. 

The  number  of  soldiers  killed^  from  1793  to  the  peace  of 
1814,  has  been  89 ;  and  at  Quatre  Bras  and  Waterloo,  55 ; 
in  all,  144,  down  to  the  final  peace  of  1815,  an  eventful 
period  of  twenty-two  years^  warfare,  in  the  course  of  which 
this  regiment  bore  an  active  sharcy  in  Europe,  Africa,  and 
the  West  Indies. 

In  the  Appendix  is  a  statement  of  the  number  killed  and 
wounded  in  each  engagement,  with  the  names  of  the  of- 
ficerS' 
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.  X  sbALL  have  Occtu^n  tomentioilan  torly  offer  |nade  hj 
the  Lsdid  of  Grant,  in  179S,  along  with  the  Duke  of  Gof- 
doD,  the  Marchionea)  of  Stafford,  and  the  Earl  of  Bread- 
albane,  to  raise  f*encible  regiments  in  the  Highlands*  As 
soon  as  Sir  James  Grant's  Fencible  regiment  was  embodied, 
he  made  further  proposals  to  raise  a  regiment  for  general 
service.  After  the  ex^rtsons  leceutly  made  to  complete  the 
Grant  Fencibles,  this  was  an  arduous  undertaking. 

The  difficulty  soon  appeared.  Though  the  corps  was  nu« 
merically  completed  to  1,000  men  within  the  stipulated 
time,  all  of  them  i^ere  not  of  that  class  which  fcxmed  the 
Fencible  corps.  The  lieutenant-colonel,  major,  and  others 
of  the  officers,  were  not  natives  of  the  north,  and  without 
local  knowledge  or  influence ;  their  commissions  depending 
on  their  success  in  recruitu^,  their  principal  object  was  ,to 
prociu-e  a  sufficient  number  capable  of  passing  muster,  and, 
aa  money  in  manufacturing  towns  effected  what  influence 
did  in  the  north,  many  men  were  recruited  whose  character 
and  constitutions  could  bear  no  comparison  with  men  of  re- 
gular and  hardy  habits  raised  in  the  agricultural  districts. 
However,  there  was  a  proportion  of  very  good  men :  the 
flank  coi^pames  were  excellent. 

The  regiment  was  inspected  and  embodied  at  Elgin  by 
Major-General  Sir  Hector  Munro,  and  numbered  the  d7th ; 
and  thus  a  private  gentleman  added  1,300  soldiers  to  the 
force  of  the  country,  besides  those  raised  by  the  officers 
in  the  southern  districts.  From  this,  and  several  other  in^ 
stances  at  this  period^  we  may,  without  going  back  to  the 
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days  of  chiefs  and  clansmen,  estimate  the  great  importance 
of  family,  territorial,  and  personal  influence.  When  exer- 
dsed  by  such  men  as  the  kte  Sir  James  Grant,  honour- 
able, humane,  and  hospitable  in  his  private  character,  and 
a  kind,  generous  landlord  to  a  numerous  and  grateful  te- 
nantry. Great  Britain  may  calculate  on  commanding  the' 
willing  services  of  the  youth  of  the  mountains. 

The  97th  was  ordered  to  the  south  of  England  in  1794, 
and  served  a  few  months  as  marines  on  board  Lord  Howe^s 
fleet  in  the  Channel.  In  autumn  1798>  the  men  and  offi- 
cers were  drafted  into  difler^it  regiments,  and  the  two  flank 
compatiies  turned  over  to  the  42d,  whai  preparing  to  ^n- 
bark  for  the  West  Indies. 


XflNETY-EIOHTH,   OE   AEGYLBSHIBE  HIGHLANDEBS, 
KOW  THE  NINETY-FIB  ST  BE6IMENT. 

1794. 

;0»  the  loth  of  l^ebr^iary  1794,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dun- 
can  Campbell  of  Lochnell  received  letters  of  service  to  raise 
a  regitiient  in  Scotland,  t^ith  permission  to  select  his  officers  r 
he  was  appbinted  Lieuteiiant-Colonel  Commandant. 

The  regiment  t^as  embodied  at  Stirling  in  the  autumn  of 
that  yea*,  t  kAow  not  exactly  hon^  inany  men  were  fix)m 
tbe  Highlands ;  but,  judging  from  the  Captains  of  com^ 
paries,  of  whom  seven  were  of  the  name  of  Campbell,  be- 
sides two  others  natives  of  Argyle,  the  proportion  must 
havd  been  considerable.  TThe  regiment  was  early  removed 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  And  remained  there  till  that  ccm 
lony  was  restored  to  the  Datch  in  1801.  In  1798  the  hum-* 
bcr  was  altered  to  the  91  st,  and  in  1809  the  Highland  garb 
was  <iiscontinued ;  consequently,  the  future  movements  do 
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not  come  within  my  plan.  As  no  county  is  more  purely  High- 
land than  Argyle,  which  comprehends  every  characteristic 
of  mountains,  glens/ and  language,  it  has  excited  some 
surprise  that  such  a  district  could  not  supply  a  sufficient 
number  of  men,  and  that  the  garb  of  the  Gael  should 
be  taken  away  from  the  raiment  of  a  county  whidi  has, 
both  in  ancient  and  modem  times,  produced  so  many  High- 
land  warriors  of  talent  and  celebrity,  and  of  as  true  Celtic 
orif^  as  any  race  in  Gaelic  history. 

The  regiment  formed  a  part  of  the  army  under  Lord  Wel- 
lington, and  in  the  actions  from  the  Pjorenees  to  Toulouse 
was  actively  engaged.  On  the  latter  occasion,  the  support 
given  by  this  re^ment  to  the  4i8d,  when  attacked  by  over- 
whelming numbers,  was  as  prompt  as  it  was  effectual.  * 

*  A  soldier  of  this  regiment  deserted,  and  emigrated  to  America, 
where  he  settled.  Several  years  afler  his  desertion^  a  letter  was  receiv- 
ed from  him,  with  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  one  or 
two  men  to  supfdy  his  place  in  the  regiment^  as  the  only  recompense 
lie  could  make  fyr  "  hreaking  his  oath  to  his  Godj  and  his  allegiance  to 
his  King,  which  preyed  on  his  conscience  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  had 
DO  rest  night  nor  day." 

This  man  had  had  good  principles  early  instilled  into  his  mind,  and 
the  disgrace  which  he  had  heen  origindly  taught  to  helieve  would  at- 
tach to  a  hreach  of  fhith  now  operated  with  Aill  effect.  The  soldier  who 
deserted  from  the  49d  regiment  at  Gibraltar,  in  ir97,  eidiibited  the 
same  remorse  of  consdenoe  after  he  had  violated  his  allegiance.  In 
oonntries  where  such  principles  prevail,  and  regulate  the  character  of  a 
people,  the  mass  of  the  population  may,  on  occasions  of  trial,  be  reckon* 
ed  on  as  sound  and  tmat-worthy. 


VOL.  n. 


^^8  dORDOK  HIOHLAHDERS. 


OR 
GORDON  HIOHLAKOJERS. 

1794. 

Whatever  notions  might  have  been  entertained  regard- 
ing the  loy^ty  of  the  family  of  Gordon,  in  the  year  1715, 
when  the  Marquis  of  Handy  was  an  active  leader  in  oppo- 
sitiotf  to  the  Government  of  that  time,  or  in  the  year  1745, 
when  Lord  Lewis,  the  Duke  of  Gordon^s  brother,  was  equal- 
ly zealous  in  the  same  cause,  and  in  supporting,  what  he  b^ 
lieved,  the  just  claims  of  an  unfortunate  Prince ;  the  loyal- 
ty and  patriotism  of  the  present  representative  of  this  great 
family,  which  has,  for  upwards  of  four  hundred  years,  been 
so  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  Scotland,  and  particularly 
of  the  Highlands,  have  made  ample  atonement  for  those 
ebullitions  of  attachment  to  i^  le^timate  but  expatriated 
race  of  Princes,  evinced  by  former  members  of  the  Gordon 
family. 

Soon  after  the  reign  of  Robert  Bruce  this  family  became 
powerful  in  the  North.  By  the  extinction  of  the  Cununings, 
(of  whom  there  were  thirty-two  Noblemen  and  Barons  in 
that  reign,)  the  Gordons  acquired  large  possessions  in  Bade- 
noch  and  Strathspey,  in  additicm  to  those  which  they  had 
previously  held  in  the  Lowlands  of  Elgin,  Banff,  and  Aber- 
deen ;  possessions  which  were  greatly  increased  and  extend- 
ed in  the  Highlands  by  those  of  the  Lords  of  the  Isles,  part 
of  whose  estates,  in  Lochaber,  came  into  their  hands  by  pur- 
chase and  by  royal  grants,  on  the  failure  of  that  great  and 
powerful  family.  In  this  manner  the  Gordons  acquired  a 
property  extencEng  from  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  to  In- 
vcrlochay  on  the  west ;  indented  here  and  there  by  the  lands 
of  several  smaller  proprietors,  but  not  so  entirely  as  to  pre- 
vent a  circuitous  line  being  drawn,  so  as  to  connect  the 
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Gordon  estate,  without  intemipticm,  from  the  Atlantic  on 
the  west  to  the  German  Ocean  on  the  east  This  extenrnvt 
territory,  with  its  numerous  population,  secures  to  the  Duke 
of  Gordon  an  influence  which  few  British  subjects  enjoy; 
His  feudal  power  was  indeed  small  in  proportion  to  the 
nurnb^  of  people  and  the  extent  of  territory.  The  patri* 
archal  sway  of  the  chiefs  of  families, .  or,  as  they  were 
called,  natural4x>m  chiefs  of  their  own  blood,  supersede 
ed  the  authority  of  the  feudal  lord  of  whom  several  chiefs 
and  lairds  held  th^  lands.  Independently  of  any  yas»> 
•aiage  or  subjection,  these  chiefs  commanded  their  own  fol* 
lowers,  acknowledging  no  power  as  superior  except  that  of 
the  Sovereign.  But  although  they  did  not  publicly  acknowi^ 
ledge  a  superior  power  in  the  Chief  of  the  Gcotlons  of  whom 
they  held,  they,  on  many  occasions,  allowed  lum  to  influence 
their  actions,  particulariy  if  his  measures  did  not  ruk 
counter  to  their  peculiar  feelings  and  political  prejudioea. 

.  Thus,  in  1715,  a  number  of  the  Badenoch  and  Lochaber 
Highlanders  were  ready  to  follow  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  in 
support  of  the  claims  of  the  exiled  Royal  Family ;  but, 
when  the  father  of  the  present  Duke  of  Gordon  attempted 
to  call  out  his  people  in  arms  to  support  Government,  in  the 
year  1745,  none  of  the  Highlanders  of  his  estates  moved, 
except  to  follow  their  own  imme<Kate  Chiefs  and  Lairds,  all 
of  whom  took  the  opposite  »de.  In  this  manner,  many  of 
the  Duke^s  vassals  and  tenants  were,  at  Culloden,  opposed 
to  his  bjother.  Lord  Adi^  Grordon,  who  was  in  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland's  army.  But  although  these  peculiarities 
lessened  the  power  of  the  Gordon  family,  (so  far  as  regard- 
ed the  command  of  men,)  in  comparison  of  the  families  of 

'  AthoU  and  Argyll,  eadh  of  which  could  assemble  in  the  field 
three  thousand  men,  supported  by  as  many  more  of  their 
adherants  and  friends ;  yet  the  influence  of  this  family  haii 
ever  been  pre-eminent  Personal  ascendancy  frequently 
ruled  where  feudal  powers  would  have  been  disregarded. 
In  later  dmes,  when  the  feudal  system  bad  ceased  to  exist, 
we  have  seen  many  mstano^  of  this  influence* 
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It  will  be  seen  that  three  regiments  were  raised  by  the  in- 
fluence of  this  family  in  the  years  17599  1779,  and  179S. 
The  last,  being  a  Fendble  corps,  the  Marquis  of  Huntly,' 
then  a  Captain  in  the  Sd  Foot  Guards,  offered  to  raise  a  re- 
^ment  for  more  extended  service.  For  this  purpose  he  re- 
odved  letters  of  service  on  the  10th  of  February  1794».  On 
recollecting  the  celerity  with  which  regiments  have  at  vari- 
ous times  been  assembled  in  the  north,  and  in  endeavouring 
to  account  for  theXact,  I  have  been  led  to  assign  different 
causes ;  on  the  present  occasion,  it  is  only  necessary  to  say 
that  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Gordon,  and  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  recruited  in  their  own  persons*  On  the  S4th  of  June 
the  corps  was  inspected  at  Aberdeen,  by  Major-General  Sir 
Hector  Munro,  and  embodied  under  the  denomination  of 
the  G<Nrd<m  Highlanders.  Three-fourths  of  the  men  were 
from  the  estates  of  Gordon  and  others  in  the  Highlands ; 
the  other  fourth  was  from  the  Lowlands  of  Aberdeen  and 
the  adjacent  counties.  The  following  list  will  show  the  ori- 
ginal officers. 

LieuienanUCoUmel  Commandant,  George  Marquis  of  Huntly,  lOth  of 
February  179i. 

Mqjtrst 
Charles  £rskine  of  Cardrofis,  killed  in  Egypt  in  1801. 
Donald  Macdonald  of  Boisdale,  died  in  1 795. 

Capiaini. 

Alexander  Napier  of  Blackstone,  killed  at  Corunna  in  1 809. 

John  Cameron,  Fassafem,  killed  at  Quatre  Bras  16th  June  in  1815. 

Honourable  John  Ramsay,  son  of  Lord  Dalhousie,  Colonel  on  half- 
pay. 

Andrew  Faton,  retired. 

William  AlackintoBh  of  Aberarder,  killed  in  Holland  in  1799. 

Alexander  Gordon,  son  of  Lord  Rockville,  killed  at  Talavera  in  1808, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  63d  r^ment. 

Simon  Macdonald  of  Morar,  retired,  dead. 

Captahi'Lieutenant,  John  Gordon,  retired  as  Migor. 

hieutenanis. 
Peter  Grant,  died  in  1817  Major  on  half-pay. 
Archibald  Macdonell,  died  in  i81Sj  Lieutenant- Colonel  of  Veterans. 
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Alexander  Stewart,  Lieutenant-Colonel  on  half-pay. 

John  Maclean,  Colonel,        ditto. 

Peter  Gonlon,  died  1806. 

Thomas  Forbes,  killed  at  Toolooae  in  1814,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 

4dth  regiment. 
Ewen  Macpheraon,  IJeutenant-CoIonel  Veterana, 
George  H.  Gordon* 

Charles  Dowle^  died  of  wounds  in  Egypt  in  1801. 
George  Davidson,  killed  at  Quatre  Braa  in  18 15,  then  Captain  in  the 
42d  regiment. 
^  Archibald  Macdonald,  retired. 
Alexander  Fraaer,  killed  Sd  October  1799. ' 
William  Todd,  retired. 
James  Mitchell,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  regiment  in  1815. 

Chaplain,  William  Gordon, 
Adjutant,  James  Henderson,  died  in  1790. 
Quartermaster,  Peter  Wilkie,  died  in  1806. 
Surgeon,  William  Findlay,  died  in  Egypt  in  1801. 

That  this  body  of  men  were  what  is  usually  called  ser- 
viceable, has  been  proved  in  a  course  of  twenty-four  years 
of  unremitting  employment,  in  almost  every  part  of  Europe, 
where  the  British  army  has  been  called  into  action.  Morale 
well  principled,  and  brave,  they  have  never  failed  in  any 
kind  of  duty  entrusted  to  them,  and  on  several  occasions, 
where  an  oppcHtunity  offered,  they  have,  by  their  uniform 
intrepidity  and  firmness  in  the  field,  contributed  to  raise  the 
military  character  of  their  native  districts.  Few  of  the 
men,  who  laid  the  foundation  of  the  character  of  this  corps, 
which  has  been  so  well  sustained,  now  remain  in  the  regi- 
ment ;  but  although  they  have  disappeared,  and  given  place 
to  others,  their  example  has  been  powerful  in  its  effects, 
and  will  no  doubt  be  permanent  in  its  operations.  No  good 
soldier  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders  wtH  tarnish  the  fair 
fame  so  nobly  obtained,  and  so  steadily  upheld  by  his  prede- 
cessors. It  is  well  known  that  corps,  who  have  been  unfor- 
tunate in  the  field,  or  defective  in  their  interior  economy, 
require  much  time,  judgment,  and  unwearied  attention,  to 
restore  them  to  a  proper  $tate.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ma« 
nagement  must  indeed  be  deplorably  bad  which  lowers  the 
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character  of  a  ccnps,  whose  good  name  has  been  long  esta- 
blished. So  strong  is  the  motire  which  impels  a  good  sol- 
dier to  preserve  the  reputation  of  his  corps,  that  nothing  bat 
the  destruction  of  his  own  sense  of  shame,  and  the  utter  loss 
of  all  principle,  will  ever  make  him  resist  it ;  or,  if  he  wi^ 
vers,  it  is  when  he  is  affected  by  the  force  of  example,  and 
when  he  sees  men  of  loose  habits,  and  careless  of  their  own 
h(xiour  and  that  of  the  corps,  introduced  into  the  ranks. 
The  9M  re^ment  has  not  suffered  this  misfortune,  for  their 
different  reinforcements  have  always  been  composed  of  excel* 
lent  materials.  Although  their  original  Colonel  has  been 
removed,  they  are  connected  with  him  by  many  kindly  ties. 
By  many  considerations  of  vital  importance,  he  is  powerful- 
ly induced  to  watch  over  the  preservation  of  that  poor,  but 
virtuous  peasantry,  whose  sons  have  so  frequently  filled  the 
ranks  of  his  family  regiments ;  and  if  high  example,  and  a 
generous  regard  to  their  happiness  and  independence,  can 
avert  the  extirpation  of  the  ancient  race,  it  is  such  men  as 
the  Duke  of  Gordon  and  the  Marquis  of  Htmtly  that  caa 
effect  so  desirable  an  object,  and  check  the  engrossing  and 
depopulating  system,  which  is  rapidly  placing  many  districts 
in  the  hands  of  a  few  wealthy  individuals,  and  lowering  the 
condition,  breaking  the  spirit,  or  extirpating  the  whole  race 
of  the  ancient  peasantry. 

It  may,  probably,  appear  to  some  that  I  recur  too  fre- 
quently to  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  people  indepen- 
dent, moral,  and  loyal ;  but  the  extreme  importance  of  the 
subject  must  plead  my  apology.  A  populaticm  which  has 
filled  the  ranks  and  supported  the  character  of  the  Gordon 
Highlanders  deserves  some  con^deration,  if  not  protec- 
tion, and  better  treatment  than  expulsion  from  their  native 
country,  to  say  .nothing  of  the  scurrility  with  which  the 
morals,  religion,  and  character  of  the  Highlanders  are 
assailed.  *     The  ranks  of  this  regiment  have  not  been  al- 

*  In  the  reports  of  some  religious  societies  recently  published,  the 
Highlanders  are  ehariicterized  as  being  guilty  of ''  the  basest  Ticea,"— 
as  **  ChristiaBi  only  by  name/'««4» ''  Savage  Heathens,"  &c.  &c 


ways  filled  with  xam  fn)m  the  same  part  of  the  country,  but 
ever  nuce  the  organization  of  the  oorps,  the  propcfftion  has 
continued  so  equal,  that  the  same  characteristic  traits  and 
habits  have  been  unifonnlypreserved.        « 

But  to  return  to  the  military  service  of  the  corps.  Fnxoa 
Aberdeen  they  marched  to  Fort  George^  embarked  there 
on  the  9th  of  July  1794,  and,  landing  at  Southampton  in 
August,  were  ordered  to  join  the  camp  on  Netley  Common, 
It  was  not  until  that  period  that  the  Gordon  Highlanders 
were  put  on  the  list  of  numbered  corps  as  the  100th  regiment. 

On  the  6th  of  September  they  embarked,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  Colonel  Lord  Huotly,  for  Gibraltar,  and  performr 
ed  the  ufflial  duties  of  that  garrison  till  the  11th  June  1796i, 
when  they  were  removed  to  Coraca,  and  stationed  in  that 
iahmd,  having  a  detachment  in  Elba.    In  September  1 796, 
they  returned  to  Gibraltar,  and  resumed  their  former  star^^ 
tion  and  duty  till  the  spring  of  1798,  at  which  time  they 
embarked  for  England,  landed  at  Fortsspumth  in  the  mid* 
die  of  May,  and  were  soon  a&er  embarked  for  Ireland* 
During  the  nahappy  troubles  in  that  country,  the  regiment 
was  actively  employed,  and  -  was  kept  in  constant  motioi^ 
till  the  re^establishment  of  tranquillity.     In  th^  whole  of 
this  service,  as  well  as  in  the  garrison  duties  of  Gibraltar 
and  Cordca,  they  received  imvarying  testimonials  of  high 
approbation  firom  every  conunander.     The  similarity  of 
language  in  which  all  express  themselves,  indicates  an  un* 
deviating  line  of  conduct  oa  the  part  of  the  regiment,  whidi 
was  **  exemplary  in  all  duties,  sober,  orderly,  and  regu- 
lar in  quarters*^    In  an  address  to  the  Marquis  of  Huntly, 
by  the  magistrate  and  inhabitants,  on  leaving  one  of  the 
stations  in  Ireland,  it  was  said,  that  ^^  peace  and  order  were 
established,  rapine  had  disappeared,  confidexipe  in  the  Go- 
vernment was  restored,  and  the  happiest  cordiality  subsist- 
ed, siilce  his  regiment  came  amongthem.^ 

While  this  honourable  body  of  men  received  such  high 

marks  of  appioobation,  and  secured  the  esteem  of  the  com- 
manders whom  they  obeyed,  and  of  the  people  whom  they 
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were  anhapfHly  sent  to  coerce,  thej  had  not  jet  had  an  op- 
portunity of  pEOving  what  indeed  required  no  proof,-^ 
that  as  they  were  tru8t>worthy  and  steady  in  quarters,  they 
would  be  equally  brave  and  firm  in  the  field.  This,  how- 
ever,  happened  in  the  course  of  the  following  year.  In 
June  1799,  they  were  ordered  to  Cork,  to  embark  for  Eng- 
land, and  join  an  armament  prepraing  there  for  a  descent 
on  the  coast  of  Holland. 

« 

Some  months  previous  to  this,  the  late  91st,  9Sd,  and 
other  regiments,  were  reduced;  on  which  account,  the 
number  of  the  Gordons  was  changed  from  the  100th 
to  the  9Sd,  under  which  they  have  often  distinguished 
themselves,  and  on  twenty-five  occasions,  in  which  they 
met  the  enemy,  (several  of  these,  to  be  sure,  were  very  tri- 
fling afRsurs,  while  others  were  very  desperate,)  from  1799 
to  1815,  the  latter  invariably  gave  way  before  them. 
This  fact  has,  in  a  very  particular  manher,  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  brave  and  experienced  enemy  to  whom  this 
country  was  so  long  opposed. 

The  first  division  of  the  expedition  to  the  Helder  sailed 
from  Ramsgate  on  the  11th  of  August,  but,  owitig  to  tem- 
pestuous weather,  a  landing  was  not  effected  till  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27th.  No  oppostion  was  made  to  the  landing, 
but  the  troops  had  scarcely  formed  on  a  ridge  of  sand  hills, 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  beach,  when  the  enemy  made 
an  attack  in  which  they  persevered  till  five  o^clock  in  the 
evening,  at  which  time  they  retired,  after  a  hard  contest. 
The  9%1,  which  formed  part  of  Major-General  Moore^s 
brigade,  was  not  engaged,  but,  in  the  great  action  of  the  2d 
of  October,  they  had  an  active  share ;  their  conduct  being  so 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  General  Moore,  that,  when  he 
was  made  a  Enigfat  of  the  Bath,  and  obtained  a  grant  of 
BU[^xnrters  for  his  armorial  bearings,  he  took  a  soldier  of  the 
Gordon  Highlanders,  in  full  imiform,  as  one  of  these  sup- 
porters,^ and  a  Hon  as  the  other. 

As  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  minute  details  of  the 
movements,  nor  any  anecdotes  or  circumstances  connectc4 
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with,  or  characteristie  of,  this  respectable  corps,  either  in- 
dividually or  collectirdy,  I  can  do  little  more  than  mention 
the  principal  services  in  which  they  have  subsequently  been 
etigaged.  The  loss  in  Holland,  as  well  as  in  all  other 
places  where  they  were  opposed  to  the  enemy,  will  be  found 
in  the  general  list  of  casualties.  * 

On  the  conclunon  of  this  service  the  regiment  returned  to 
England,  and  wasagam  embarked  on  the  27th  May  1800,  and 
sailed  for  the  Ide  of  Wight  on  the  coast  of  France.  No* 
thing  decimve  was  done  there,  and  the  fleet  proceeded  to  Mi- 
norca, where  the  9Sd  landed  on  the  SOth  of  July.*  The 
farther  movements  of  the  corps,  up  to  the  18th  t>f  March 
1801,  will  be  seen  in  the  article  on  the  42d  Regiment  On 
the  morning  of  that  day  the  army  was  formed  in  three 
columns  of  re^ments,  and,  in  this  formation,  moved  for- 
ward to  the  attack.  Th^  90th  (or  Perthshire)  regiment 
led  the  advance  of  the  centre  column,  and  the  Gordon 
Highlanders  the  left,  tfae  reserve  marching  on  the  right, 
parallel  with  the  other  two  columns.  The  enemy  were 
seen  drawn  up  on  a  rising  ground,  seemingly  strong' in 
cavalry  and  artillery.  The  regiments  in  advance  immedi- 
ately formed  line.  This  formation  was  hardly  completed 
when  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  on  the  OSd^ 
and  advanced  with  great  boldness  to  the  attack,*  which  was 
received  and  resisted  with  coolness  and  intrepidity.  The 
enemy  repeated  their  attack,  supported  by  a  powerful  and 
well  served  artillery,  but  were  driven  back  with  loss ;  and 
this  regiment  singly  maintained  their  ground  against  eVetj 
effort  till  the  line  was  formed,  and  moved  forward.  The 
loss,  as  might  have  been  expected  in  such  circumstances, 
was  conaidferable. 

The  regiment  had  previously  suffered  much  from  sick- 
ness while  on  the  passage  from  Minorca  to  Egypt.  Before 
they  had  embarked  in  England,  a  number  of  young  re. 
cruits  joined  from  the  Highlands,  whose  constitutions  $uf« 

•  Sec  A{.pendix. 
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fered  a  flevere  ehoek  from  the  confSnanent  and  keot  'oo 
board  a  transport  in  a  Mediterranean  summ^,  and  frooi 
the  salt  provifiuxM,  ao  di£Rerent  from  the  milk  and  vegetable 
diet  to  which  ihey  had  beai  accustomed  in  their  native 
country.  At  this  time  a  nfitioa  was  vexy  prevalent  that 
the  Highland  garb  was  highly  improper  for  soldiers  in  any 
dtuation,  particularly  in  hot  climates.  C<doneI  Erskine 
gave  in  to  this  0|muon,  and  put  his  mea  in  trowsers  of  the 
strong  thick  cloth  of  which  the  gieat-coats  are  made.  In 
this  he  was  strongly  supported  by  the  advice  of  the  sur- 
geon and  many  others ;  but  this  new  dress  was  too  mudi 
for  the  conedtuticms  of  the  young  men  who  had  recently 
been  so  thinly  clothed  even  in  a  cold  climate.  The  in- 
creased warmth  and  confinement  were  followed  by  an  in* 
flammatoiy  fever  which  fanJce  out  in  the  transports  of  the  re« 
giment.  Of  this  malady  a  number  of  the  finest  young  men 
died,  and  a  great  many  were  ao  debilitated  as  to  be  totally 
unfit  for  service  in  Egypt  Thdr  brave  commander  saw 
how  iaadvertmtly  he  had  followed  thb  advice,  and  declar- 
ed he  would  never  again  alter  the  uniform.  But,  unfor- 
tunately for  his  corps  and  the  service  in  general,  he  did 
not  long  survive,  fiv  he  died  of  the  wounds  received  on  the 
13th  March  1801,  leaving,  in  his  profeesion,  few  officers  of 
higher  spirit  and  greater  promise. 

Another  circumstance  contributed  to  confirm  the  rescdu> 
cions  of  this  spirited  and  excellent  officer.  When  his  regi^ 
ment  lay  in  Minorca  in  1800,  they  made  a  most  unmilitary 
ajqpearance  in  thdr  grey  pantaloons,  which,  in  addition  to 
the  thick  texture  of  the  cloth,  were  loose  and  badly  shaped.' 
The  4Sd,  who  had  been  some  time  stationed  in  the  island, 
was  quartered  in  the  same  Jbarrack,  and  bad  recently  been 
supplied  with  new  clothing.  The  martial  appearance  of  the 
men,  their  erect  air,  walk,  and  carriage,  were  striking ;  and 
the  late  absurd  deviation  firoi|i  the  original  national  garb  * 

*  One  of  these  deviations  ought  to  be  discontinued^  as  it  endangers 
the  health  of  the  soldiers  in  hot  weather.    Several  years  ago  the  shape 
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had  not  then  oommeiioiMi,  and  no  attemptt  hiid  hmk  SMJe 
to  throw  ridicule  on  the  Celtk  unifbnn,  by  oovering  the  hoie 
with  white  spattfiKdaahea^  and  fixraiiiig  the  bonnet  into  the 
shape  of  a  Gennan  grenddier^s  cap ;  wiih  other  iaiiovatioM 
93  unnecesBary  aa  they  are  in  bad  tftste«  * 

By  the  action  of  the  18th  Man^>  and  the  previoua  sick* 
ness,  the  regiment  waa  ao  reduced  in  numbera  that  Gencural 
Abercromby  ordered  it  to  the  rear  to  take  post  on  t^ie 
ahore  at  Aboukir.  Thia  was  the  night  before  the  battle  of 
the  Slat  of  March.  Major  Napier^  who  thai  commanded 
in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Erakine,  i*  left  hia 


of  the  soldiers'  coats  was  altered^  and  they  were  made  to  hattQn  dose 
round  the  body.  This  was  an  .iroprovenient  in  the  English  uniform» 
as  it  gave  additional  warmth  to  the  back  and  bowels;  but  when  it  was 
aidopted  by  Highland  oorps,  tba  naUure  of  the  garb  was  oTerlpdked. 
The  nmneroua  plaits  and  Adds  of  the  belted  plaid  and  little  kilt  ibm 
ao  thick  a  coveringy  that  wh^p  the  coat  is  added«  the  warmth  ia  so  greal^ 
that  on  a  march  it  debilitates  those  parts  of  the  body,  whereas  the  for« 
mer  cut  of  the  jacket,  with  the  skirts  thrown  back,  and  the  breast  open, 
left  them  uncovered ;  and  the  waistcoat  being  white,  reUered  tiie  iini* 
form,  which,  from  the  dark  shsda  of  grata  in  the  plaid,  and  the  blue 
and^een  fadnga  of  the  49d  and  79th  laments,  gave  those  corps  a  ra* 
ther  sombre  appearance  when  drawn  np  in  line. 

*  Colonel  Cameron  of  the  79th  was,  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  Colonel  Erskine,  prevailed  npon,  altogether  contrary  to 
his  inclination,  to  put  his  men  in  pantakons.  A  fidd-offioer  of  his  le* 
gimenty  his  principal  adviaer,  enlbiced  hia  argument  by.iajEiagj  that  he 
understood  the  4ad  never  wore  a  dress  so  improper  in  hot  cUmatea. 

When  the  fleet  was  off  Cadiz,  and  the  troops  were  descending  into 
the  boats  for  the  landing.  Colonel  Cameron  was  standing  on  deck  with 
this  officer  by  his  side,  when  the  Colonel  perceived  the  men  (^the48d 
going  down  to  the  boats  in  kilts.  He  hastily  turned  round  to  his  ad* 
viser  to  ask  how  this  happened,  but  he  was  gone.  He  ran  down  below^ 
and  took  care  not  to  show  himself  again  before  his  Cofonel  any  more 
that  day.  This  was  the  last  time  the  Cameron  Highlandeors  ever  ap- 
peared in  pantaloons. 

t  This  estimable  young  officer  was  so  desperately  wounded  in  the  leg, 
that  amputation  was  necessary.  Having  an  excellent  constitution,  the 
surgeons  expected  a  complete  and  speedy  recovery,  but  Colonel  EnJdne 
himself  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  belief  that  tl^e  loss  of  his  leg 
rendered  him  incapable  of  fiiture  service,  and  conaidered  his  military 
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ground  an  hour  before  the  action  conuneneed.  When  he 
heard  the  firing,  and  understood  ^from  its  extent  that  the 
action  was  general,  he  hurried  back  and  took  up  his  formei^ 
pontion  in  the  line. 

The  raiment  soon  recovered  its  health  and  strength, 
and  shared  in  all  the  movements  of  the  army  in  Egypt  till 
the  conclusion  of  hostilities,  when  they  embarked  for  Ire- 
land,  and  landed  at  Cork  on  the  SOth  of  January  180^ 
From  thence  they  were  removed  to  Glasgow,  and  soon 
after  the  i«newal  of  hostilities  in  1803,  marched  to  Leith, 
and  embarked  there  for  Harwich  and  Weely  Camp. 

At  this  period  a  second  battalion  of  1,000  men  was  em- 
bodied.  The  men  raised  by  the  Army  of  Reserve  Act,  for 
the  counties  of  Num,  Inverness,  Moray,  BaniS*,  and  Aber- 
deen,  were  sent  to  this  battalion ;  which,  along  with  those 
recruited  in  the  usual  manner,  speedily  completed  the  re^ 
quisite  number.  This  battalion  was  a  nursery  of  good  re- 
cruits to  supply  the  casualties  consequent  on  the  more  ac- 
tive duties  of  the  1st  battalion,  till  the  peace  in  1814. 

The  first  of  these  duties  in  the  late  war  was  the  expedi- 
tion against  Copenhagen  in  1807}  where  the  re^ment  serv- 
ed in  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley^s  brigade.  In  1808  they  em- 
barked again,  under  Sir  John  Moore,  for  Sweden.  This 
expedition  came  to  a  speedy  and  unexpected  conclusion ; 
and  immediately. on  the  return  of  the  army  to  England, 
they  were  ordered  tot  Portugal,  under  the  same  com- 

career  for  e?er  blasted.  His  high  and  chivalrous  mind  could  not  brook 
the  disappointment  of  his  hopes,  and  his  spirit  sunk  under  it :  he  lost 
his  rest,  and  with  that  his  strength.  He  died  the  ninth  day,  literally 
of  a  broken  heart,  while  the  wound  was  healing  most  rapidly.  Ano-^ 
ther  valuable  man,  and  excellent  officer,|Colonel  MacdowaUof  th«  79th, 
having  also  lost  a  leg  on  the  2ist  of  March,  died  in  similar  circumstan- 
ces. Colonel  {)rskine  was  son  of  Mr  Erskine  of  Cardross,  in  Perth- 
shire, who  lived  to  lament  the  loss  of  another  son  this  year.  He  was 
first  Lieutenant  to  Lord  Keith  in  the  Queen  Charlotte,  and  was  one 
of  the  unfortunate  sufferers  when  she  was  burnt  by  accident  off  L^- 
horn  in  1800. 
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mander,  acoompanyiag  aU  his  movements  till  the  dose  of 
the  whole  at  Corunna  on  the  17th  of  January  1809,  where 
this  regiment  was  unfortunate  in  losing  another  excellent 
commanding  officer,  Colonel  Napier  of  Blackstcme,  killed  on 
thatoccwnon. 

After  landing  in  England,  they  were  marched  to  their  for- 
mer quarters  at  Weely,  where  they  recdived  a  reinforcement 
of  good  recruits,  which  increased  their  number  to  1,001  sol- 
diers; but,  in  the  next  service  in  which  th^  were  engaged, 
in  Walcher^i,  they  found  the  fever  and  ague  of  that  country 
a  more  deadly  enemy  than  the  French.  The  loss  sustain- 
ed was,  however,  agaiii  speedily  repaixjsd  by  recruits  from 
the  second  battalion*  On  the  Stint  of  September  1810,  tliey 
embarked  for  Portugal,  and,  in  the  following  month,  joined 
the  British  anny  under  X/srd  Wellington  at  the  lines  at 
Torres  Vedras. 

Having,  as  I  hate  already  stated,  received  no  notice  of 
the  service  of  this  regiment  beyond  what  may  be  seen  in  the ' 
general  details  of  events,  I  can  only  add,  that,  in  the  course 
of  all  the  numerous  trials  of  courage  and  military  discipline 
to  which  this  corps  was  exposed  during  the  busy  period 
that  elapsed  till  the  war  was  terminated  by  the  peace  of 
1814,  they  }Nreserved  that  honourable  line  of  conduct  which 
both  justified,  and  added  to  the  estimation  in  which  they 
were  formerly  held.  The  same  spirit  existed,  and  was  con- 
sfHCUOUS  at  Quatre  Bras  and  Waterloo. 

At  Quatre  Bras  the  OSd  was  in  brigade  with  the  Royal 
Scots,  the  42d,  and  44th  regiments,  under  Major-General 
Pack.  At  this  village  the  roads  from  Charleroi  to  Brussels, 
and  from  Nivelles  to  Ligny,  intersect  each  other.  The 
right  of  the  Ptassian  army  extended  to  Ligny,  and  therefore 
Quatre  l^ras,  which  unit^  so  many  communications,  was 
of  great  importance.  To  preserve  this  important  position, 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  placed  Greneral  Pack^s  brigade, 
and  Major-General  Kempfs,  coflttsting  of  the  S8th,  92d, 
79th,  and  95th  regiments,  supported  by  a  brigade  of  Ha- 
noverianS)  the  Brunswick  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  a  corps 
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of  BelgiaiM.  The  French  army,  under  Manfaid  Nejr,  was 
dmwn  up  on  jm  ohnost  parallel  position,  and  in  great  force. 
A  thick  wood  (Boib  de  Boiaau)  covered  a  pcntion  of  th^ 
plain  which  divided  the  opponng  forces :  the  part  dear  of 
wood  was  covered  with  com. 

General  Kempt^s  brigade  extended  od  the  plain  to  the  left, 
being  formed  into  separate  columns  of  regiments,  and  were 
soon  hotly  engaged  with  aii  enemy  possessing  a  great  pre- 
ponderance of  numerical  force,  which  was  nevertheless  re* 
sisted  with  firmness  and  success.  The  'enemy  continuing 
to  push  forward  fresh  troops,  the  4!td  and  44di  were  order- 
ed out  to  the  plain,  in  support  of  those  engaged ;  a  despe- 
rate conflict  ensued,  and  every  charge  of  an  impetuous  ene- 
my, whether  of  cavalry  or  infantry,  or  whether  directed 
against  a  single  battalion,  or  more,  was  equally  unavailing. 

The  Gordon  Highlanders  were  formed  in  line  in  a  ditdi 
bounding  the  great  Namur  road,  with  their  right  on  the 
farm  of  Quatre  Bras^  and  the  Hanoverian  brigade  and 
Brunswick  infantry  on  their  left,  but  a  little  to  the  rear ; 
the  Brunswick  cavalry  were  drawn  up  on  the  road,  covered 
by  a  few  field-pieces;  ,  While  in  this  pontion,  the  Bruns- 
wick hussars  pushed  forward  to  check  a  column  of  French 
cavalry  considerably  in  advance  of  the  main  body.  In  this 
spirited  charge  their  brave  Prince  was  mortally  wounded ; 
an  irreparable  misfortune  at  such  a  moment ;  and,  although 
it  was  the  means  of  rendering  his  followers  mc^e  desperate, 
and  derirous  of  revenge  at  an  after  period,  in  the  present 
instance,  it  threw  them  into  a  confusion  <^  which  the  ene- 
my taking  advantage,  charged  them  with  redoubled  vigour, 
and  forced  them  to  retire  hotly  pursued,  in  the  direction  of 
the  Gordon  Highlanders,  who  were  concealed  by  the  ditch 
along  which  they  had  been  drawn  up.  Coolly  waiting  till 
the  enemy  came  within  reach,  they  opened  a  well  directed 
and  most  destructive  fire.  Surprised  by  this  unexpected 
attack,  the  enemy  got  into  irretrievable  confusion,  and  fied, 
having  suflered  such  a  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  as  might 
be  expected  from  repeated  volleys  of  nusquetry,   aimed 
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with  the  correctnem  ai  experienced  loldiers,  Uke  these  of  the 
9Sd  regiment  It  was  now  six  o^dock  in  the  evening.  The 
battle  had  contiinied  three  hours,  and  had  consisted  chiefly 
in  a  succesMon  of  numeroas  charges  and  repulses,  eadi- 
charge  being  made  with  the  desperation  of  Bsa  enemy  seem^ 
ingiy  determined  to  conquer ;  but  they  were  met  by  men 
reoolTed  to  die  on  the  ground  they  occupied,  rather  than 
sully  their  own  honour,  or  forget  thrir  <luty  to  their  King 
and  Country. 

When  troops  are  thus  opposed,  the  contest  mu^  be  des- 
perate, and  unless  there  is  a  great  preponderance  of  force 
to  overwhelm  the  lesser  number,  it  must  be  long.  In  this 
case,  the  preponderance  on  the  side  of  the  enemy  is  said  to^ 
have  been  great ;  indeed,  remarkably  so,  which  enhances  the 
credit  of  the  successful  renstance  made  to  thar  bold  and  des^ 
perate  attacks.  But,  at  six  o^clock,  this  disparity  of  force 
was  lessened  by  a  reinforcement  from  Brussels,  consisting  of 
a  brigade  6f  guards,  and  of  the  80tb,  38d,  69th,  and  73d 
regiments,  together  with  a  brigade  of  Hanoverians,  and 
one  of  the  German  Legicm.  The  guards  were  stationed 
on  the  right  of  Quatre  Bras,  and  the  other  brigades  on  the 
left.  '  This  reinforcement,  however,  did  not  intimidate,  the 
enemy,  who  commoioed  a  fresh  attack  by  a  general  dis- 
charge from  a  numerous  artillery,  which  were  so  stationed, 
as  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  British  line.  Either  with  a 
view  of  thinning  the  ranks  of  the  tallies,  before  the  columns 
advanced  to  the  attack,  or  cf  waiting  for  reinforcements,  near- 
ly an  hour  elapsed  before  the  enemy  pushed  forward  in  two 
columns,  directing  thdr  march,  the  one  on  the  high  road, 
the  other  throu|^  a  hctiow  Blong  die  skirts  of  die  B<hb  de 
Boissu*  Covered  by  the  wood  and  hedges,  the  enemy  had 
nlently.and  unperceived  occupied  a  house  on  the  Chorleroi 
road,  some  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  village ;  l^^ey 
had  'also  got  possession  of  a  garden,  and  of  several  thi(A«. 
set  hedges,  contiguous  to  the  house.  Without  waiting  to 
be  attacked,  the  99d  prepared  to  drive  the  enemy  from  die 
house  and  hedges.    One  part  headed  by  Cokmel  CamtttMHy 
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and  aocompanied  by  Geneml  Baines,  (now  Adjutant-6e- 
nieral,)  "who  was  ^ager  to  witness  this  trial  of  strength,  of 
men  who  had  served  in  his  brigade  in  the  Peninsular  war, 
rapidly  moved  forward  on  the  road,  while  another  party 
pushed  round  by  their  right.  The  enemy  possessing  the 
advantages  of  the  house  and  hedges,  by  which  they  were 
partly  covered,  it  was  not  without  conttderable  time,  and 
the  greatest  exertions  of  resolution  and  personal  courage 
combined^  that  the  Highlanders  were  enabled  to  drive  the 
French  from  their  portion.  ..This  they  at  last  accomplished, 
with  the  loss  of  their  brave  commander,  G>lonel  Cameron, 
and  some  other  valuable  lives.  But  while  battles  are  fought, 
and  there  is  a  brave  enemy  to  be  overcome,  lives  must 
be  sacrificed.  In  this  case,  an  enemy  greatly  mpre  nume^ 
rous  than  thdr  assailants,  covered  by  houses  and  hedges, 
and,  consequently,  more  able  to  take  deliberate  aim,  were 
driven  from  their  post  with  a  loss  to  the  Highlanders  of 
only  11  men  killed,  and  were  pursued  more  than  a  quarter 
o£  a  mile  along  the  route  by  which  they  had  advanced. 
The  pursuit  continued  till  checked  by  the  advance  of  a 
large  ^body  of  French  cavalry  and  infantry,  preceded  by 
artillery,  when  the  Highlanders,  unable  to  resist  such  a 
force,  retired  along  the  edge  of  the  wood  of  Boissu,  and  oc- 
cupied their  original  position.  Although  the  enemy  had 
hitherto  made  no  progress,  and,  indeed,  had  failed  or  been 
driven  back  in  all  their  principal  attacks,  Marshal  Ney  still 
persevered  and  attempted  to  force  the  wood,  now  defended 
by  the  guards,  a  corps  of  Brunswick  infantry,  and  the  92d. 
Every  attempt  failed,  and  at  nine  o^cloc .,  tlie  enemy,  de- 
spuring  of  success,  finally  retired,  leaving  their  opponents 
on  the  ground  they  had  occupied  when  the  battle  com- 
menced at  three  o^clock. 

After  such  proofs  of  the  determination  of  the  enemy,  no 
time  was  to  be  lost  in  brining  forward  all  the  disposable 
troops  of  the  allied  army.  Accordingly,  the  whole  were 
assembled  before  eight  o^clpck  the  following  morning,  in 
the  ni^ighbourhood  of  Quatre  Bras.     But  it  was  not  on  this 
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Spot  tlMt  tlie  giMt  and  final  ttru^^le  wvs  destined  to  take 
plioe ;  a  struggle  which  settled  the  fate  of  empires,  sealed 
the  destiny  of  one  of  the  greatest,  most  ambitious,  and  most 
soeoessful  conquerors,  of  .this  or  ahndst  any  other  age; 
p«t  to  the  test  the  courage,  discipline,  and  firmness,  of  the 
dioicest  troops  of  Europe ;  and  proved  to  this  country,  that 
in  the  day  of  trial  the  most  perfect  confidence  may  be  i^ 
posed  in  her  sons ;  that  no  excitement  beyond  a  sense  of 
duty  is  required  for  its  performance;  and  that,  if  com* 
maaded  with  judgment,  and  their  courage  and  phjrri-^ 
cal  powers  properly  directed,  it  is  probable  that  nd  foe  of 
equal  numbers  will  ever  be  victorious  over  them.     It  i^as  on 
the  field  of  Waterloo  that  the  commander  of  the  allied  armyj 
with  hb  usual  prescience,  fixed  for  the  great  trial.    On  that 
ground  there  was  an  open  field,  no  woods  to  cover  the  ad- 
vance of  an  enemy,  no  natural  or  artificial  impediments  to 
check  the  full  exerrise  of  British  courage  and  discipline, 
or  to  interrupt  the  charges  of  an  enemy. 
.   As  if  it  were  in  prelude  to  the  approaching  terrestrial  wa\r^ 
fare,  that  of  the  elements  the  night  previous  to,  and  the 
morning  of  the  battle,  was  awfol  and  sublime.   The  thunder 
and  the  lightning  were  such  as  few  had  witnessed,  and  re- 
ninded  those  who  had  been  at  Salamanca,  in  July  181S,  of 
the  similar  ushering  in  of  the  morning  of  that  memorable  bat- 
tle.    If  superstition  be  at  all  allowable,  it  must  be  on  such 
€>ccaaons  as  this,  when  the  soldiers  anticipated  the  same  suc- 
cess as  had  crowned  thar  exertions  at  Salamanca.    This 
anticipaticm  of  success  raised  the  hopes  and  invigorated  the 
spirits  of  the  army,  although  drenched  and  chilled  by  a  de- 
luge of  rain  from  as  furious  a  tempest  as  any  on  record. 

At  Waterloo,  as  at  Quatre  Bras,  the  Gordon  Highland- 
ers were  in  the  ninth  brigade,  with  the  Royal  Scots,  the 
Royal  Highlanders,  and  the  44th  regiment.  This  brigade 
was  stationed  on  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  on  the  crest  of 
a  gentle  eminence,  which  formed  one  side  of  the  hollow,  dr 
low  vall^,  that  divided  the  hostile  armies.  Akmg  this  crest, 
for  nearly  two-thirds  of  its  length,  ran  a  hedge.     In  front 
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of  this  hed^  were  poatod  a  brigade  of  'Bdgiaiis,  a  brigade 
of  Hanoverians,  and  General  PoDsonby^s  brigade  of  the  Ist 
or  Royal  Dragoons,  Soots  Greys,  and  InmskiDingB.   It  was 
not  till  about  two  o^dock  that  tlus  part  of  the  line  waaat- 
tacked*   Under  cover  of  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  the  enemy 
advanced  in  a  solid  column,  with  drums  beating,  and  every 
acoompaniment  of  miUtary  array,  ditectiBg  th^r  march  on 
the  position  of  the  Belgians,  who  immediately  cvpened  a  fire, 
whidi,  together  with  that  of  the  artillery,  checked  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy.    But  the  dieck  was  temporary.     The 
troops  of  Nassau  gave  way,  and  reared  behind  the  protect- 
ing ridge  ot  crest  of  the  eminenoe,  leaving  a  large  space 
open  for  the  enemy*    To  occupy  this  space,  and,  if  pos- 
sible^ force  the  enemy  to  retreat,  the  third  battalion  of  the 
Royal  Scots,  and  second  battalion  of  the  44tii,  ware  ordeied 
up*   A  sharp  conflict  of  some  duration  ensued.   The  enemy'*s 
columns  contin\ung  to  press  forward^  these  two  regiments  lost 
many  men,  and  expended  their  anmiunitioD.    €kneral  Pack 
observing  this,  ordared  up  the  Highlanders,  caUing  out, 
f*  Ninety-second,  now  is*  your  time— charge.^    Theotder 
was  answered  by  a  diout.    The  regiment  instantly  fonaed, 
and  rushed  to  the  front,  against  a  column  equal  in  ki^th 
to  their  line,  which  was  only  two  men  in  depth,  while  the 
column  was  tai  or  twelve.    The  enemy  stood,  as  if  in  sus- 
pense, till  the  Highlanders  approached,  when,  seemingly 
panic-struck,  they  wheeled  to  the  rear,  and  fled  in  the 
utmost  confusion.     Their  flight  was  too  rapid  for  the  High- 
landers to  overtake  them.    A  flying  enemy  generally  runs 
faster  than  his  pursuer*      Few  things  increase  a  man'*s 
speed  more  than  the  fear  of  a  musket  buUet  or  a  bayonet. 
But  however  rapid  the  retreat,  (and  in  this  case  they  threw 
away  thor  arms  and  every  other  incumbrance,)  the  cavalry 
overtook  the  fugitives.     General  Ponsonby,  seising  on  the 
moment,  darted  forward  at  full  speed,  and,  cutting  into  the 
centre  of  the  column,  killed  numbers,  and  took  more  than 
1,500  prisoners.   When  the  Greys  galloped  past  the  High- 
landers, there  was  a  mutual  cheer,  ^<  Scotland  for  ever  !^ 
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The  word  was  dectric  The  Bame  of  ihtax  oountiy,  wiih 
its  aooompanying  reooUectioiu,  animated  all  to  a  degree 
of  enthufliaam  that  made  th^  efl^Mrts  in  the  present  case 
trrensdfale;  and  Napoleoa  had  flomereascmwhai  he  expres- 
sed surprise  and  admiration  at  the  movements  of  these  re- 
giments—*^  Qu^  sent  terriblesoeschevauxgnsr  When 
he  saw  the  Greys  cat  down  his  hest  troops^  when  the 
small  body  of  Highlanders  forced  one  of  his  chosen  co* 
lumns  to  fly  in  terror  and  oonfnson^  the  feelings  of  a 
gallant  soldier  overcame  his  disappointment,  and  he  open- 
ly dedazed  his  admiration  of  ^'  les  faraves  Eeossais.^  But, 
in  the  enthuaasm  of  the  moment,  the  Greys  pushing  for- 
ward, passed  the  column  which  had  surrendered  or  were 
destroyed,  and  charged  up  to  the  line  of  the  French  posi- 
tion ;  but,  being  unsupported,  they  sufiered  conaideraUy 
before  they  got  back  to  their  own  ground. 

The  92d  was  engaged  in  the  farther  movements  and  fa- 
tigues of  the  day ;  but  I  cannot  conclude  this  short  and 
unsatisfactory  account  of  the  regiment  better  than  with  this 
charge,  which'  met  with  merited  success ;  a  success  our 
troops  may  always  expect,  if,  animated  with  the  same  spirit, 
they  dose  upon  thdr  enemy  with  eqtud  alacrity  and 
courage.  A  Cdumn  of  such  strength,  composed  of  vete- 
ran troops,  filled  with  the  usual  confidence  of  the  soldiers 
of  France^  thus  to  give  way  to  so  inferior  a  force,  and  by 
their  retreat  to  expose  themsdves  to  certain  destruction 
firom  the  diarges  of  cavalry  ready  to  pour  in  and  overwhdm 
them,  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  manner  in  which 
the  attack  was  made,  and  is  one  of  the  numerous  advan- 
tages of  that  mode  of  attack  I  have  had  so  often  occasion  to 
^lo^pe.  Had  the  Highlanders  hesitated  and  stood  at  a 
distance,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  half  an  hour 
woold  have  been  suffident  to  have  annihilated  their  small 
number,  whereas,  in  thdr  bold  and  rafnd  advance,  Aetf  ontfy 
loHjbur  men !  The  dmost  cerAin  success  of  this  mode  ot 
attack,  the  consequent  honour  to  our  troops,  and  the  saving 
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of  lives,  willy  I  hope,  render  an  upcdogj  for  my  fiiequeni 
recurrence  to  the  subject  the  less  neoessary. 

This  was  the  last  military  service  of  the  Gordon  High^ 
landers.  May  all  Highland  corps  imitate  their  example, 
and  may  they  continue  to  preserve  the  same  principles  and 
conduct  which  at  that  time  particularly  attract!^  ^e  notice 
ot  the  infaaltttants  of  Flanders  f  A  favourable  impression 
had  been  early  produced  in  that  country  by  the  conduct 
of  the  Seaforth  Highlanders,  who  had  been  eighteen  months 
stationed  there,  and  who  had  so  conducted  themselves  as  to 
be  considered  by  the  inhabitants  as  ^*  enfans  de  la  famille."" 

Several  authors  who  have  given  an  account  of  the  march 
of  the  troops  ftqm  Brussels  for  Quatre  Bras,  on  the  morning 
of  the  16th  of  June,  notice  the  warm  interest  which  the 
Highlanders  excited  in  the  spectators.  The  warlil^e  apu 
pearance  of  the  garb  must  have  considerably  increased 
this  sentiment^  but  it  was  produced  by  their  quiet  and  re- 
if.  gular  habits.  Mr  Simpson,  in  his  account  of  his  visit  to 
Flanders,  states  that,  on  that  morning,  ^^  My  friend  was 
most  affected  with,  and  loved  most  to  recount  the  steady, 
serious,  and  business-like  march  of  the  Highland  regiments, 
who  were  about  to  justify,  and  exceed  the  utmost  that  has 
been  said  and  expected  of  them  in  the  Netherlands :  ^  God 
protect  the  brave  Scotch,^  *  God  cover  the  heads  of  our  gal- 
lant friend£^^  were  exclamations  often  repeated  as  they  pas- 
sed  abng,  and  many  a  flower  was  thrown  by  many  a  fair 
hand  into  th^  ranks.""  The  same  author  says  that,  at  Ant- 
werp, "  A  gentlen^n  whom  I  saw  had  seen  the  wounded  ar- 
rive. He  himself  had  been  recognised,  and  spoken  to  by  a 
poor  wounded%ghlander,  which  absolutely  gave  him  a  kind 
of  consideration  in  the  crowd.  He  felt  prouder  thaivif  a 
prince  had  smiled  upon  him."" 

In  the  same  manner  it  is  said,  in  the  <<  Circumstantial  De- 
tail,"" that  regiment  after  regiment  formed  with  the  utmost 
regularity,  and  marched  dut  of  Brussels  about  four  o"clock  in 
-     themommg.  ^^  The  4Sd  and  92d  Highland  re^ments  march- 
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ed  through  tbePIaee  Boyale and  the  Pare.  One  could  not 
but  admire  their  fine  appearance,  their  firm,  collected,  stea« 
dy,  military  demeanour,  i»ith  their  bagpipes  playing  before 
them,  and  the  beams  of  the  rising  sun  shining  upon  their 
glittering  arms.  On  many  a  Highland  hill  and  Lowland 
valley  long  will  the  deeds  of  these  men  be  remembered.  * 
It  was  impossible  to  witness  such  a  scene  unmoved.^ 

A  character  that  calls  forth  such  feelings  is  worth  pre- 
serving.  So  long  as  these  corps  are  preserved  as  national, 
the  character  of  their  country  is  deeply  interested  in  their 
oonduct  If  a  corps  retrograde  in  reputation  and  conduct, 
men  will  believe  that  the  country  whence  they  came  is  also 
descending  in  the  scale,  and  will  judge  of  the  soU  from  the 
produce.  If  the  produce  continue  the  same  as  that  exhibit- 
ed in  the  Oordon  Highlanders,  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try is  safe. 

In  the  Appendix  ia  a  nominal  list  of  officers  killed  and 
wounded,  and  of  the  number  of  soldiers  who  have  fallen  in 
battle  from  1794  to  1815  inclusive ;  the  number  of  officers 
killed  previous  to  the  peace  of  1814  was  7,  and  of  soldiers 
]  81 ;  at  Quatre  Bras,  the  loss  w^  5  officers  and  83  soldiers ; 
at  Waterloo,  18  soldiers ;  in  aU,  from  1794  to  1816  inclu- 
sive, 12  officers  and  227  soldiers.  Of  the  soldiers  discharged, 
629  are  on  the  strength  of  Chelsea  Hospital.  Of  these  a 
great  proportion  has  been  called  out  to  serve  in  the  Veteran 
Battalions,  as  they  are  still  fit  for  military  duty. 

This  regiment  is  now  stationed  in  Jamaica,  where  they 
lost  more  officers  and  more  men  by  climate  in  four  months, 
than  by  the  hand  of  the  enemy  in  an  active  war  of 

*  7hifl  *'  Near  Observer/'  perhaps^  did  not  know  that,  on  many  a 
Highland  hill,  and  in  many  a  Highland  glen,  few  are  left  to  mourn  the 
death  or  rejoice  over  the  deeds  of  the  departed  brave.  New  views  of 
Highland  statistics  have  changed  the  birth-place  of  many  a  brave  mA" 
diet,  and  defeader  of  the  honour,  prosperity,  and  independence  of  this 
coantry,  to  a  desolate  waste,  where  no  maimed  soldier  can  now  find  a 
home  or  shelter,  and  where  the  sound  of  the  pipes,  and  the  voice  of 
innocent  gaiety  and  festivity,  are  no  longer  heard. 
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twenty-two  years,  in  the  progreas  of  Whidi  this  rq;tment 
was  twenty-six  times  in  battle.  The  same  intrefHdi^  which 
made  the  fire  of  the  enemy  so  comparatively  harmless,  did 
not  ttvail  them  against  the  fevers  of  Jamaica.  But  th^ 
were  unfortunately  introduced  into  that  eHmate  at  the  most 
unhealthy  season  of  the  year.  Had  it  been  otherwise^ 
or  had  they  landed  there  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  and 
thus  had  some  months*  seasoning  to  prepare  them  against  the 
heat,  heavy  rains,  and  consequent  diseases  of  summer,  it  is 
probable  that  their  constitutions  would  have  withstood  the 
climate  as  well  as  these  of  their  countrymen  of  the  48d, 
who,  in  a  harassing  warfiure  under  Sir  Ralph  Abercromby," 
in  1796  and  1797,  only  lost  49  men  by  fever  and  dy* 
sentery,  14  from  accidents  and  sores  in  the  legs,  or  in- 
curable gangrenes,  88  from  diseased  liver  and  general  de* 
bility,  and  S5  from  various  causes — ^in  all  121,  besides  killed 
and  dead  of  wounds ;  a  moderate  loss  considering  the  dr- 
cumstances,  that  the  yellow  fever  was  raging  at  the  time ; 
that  the  men  were  living  on  salt  provisions ;  and  that  four- 
teen months  were  q>ent  in  the  woods  without  tents  Of  co* 
vering,  except  temporaiy  huts  built  by  themselves, 

But  while  the  recent  loss  of  the  92d  is  to  be  considered  only 
as  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  nature  of  their  profes- 
donal  duty,  it  must  be  matter  of  r^ret  that  black  corps  have 
been  removed  from  the  service.  The  prejudice  against  arm- 
ing any  part  of  the  black  population  is  strongly  felt  in 
the  colonies ;  but  an  experience  of  twenty-five  years  has 
shown  that  the  black  soldiers  showed  no  disposition  towards 
those  of  their  own  colour,  that  f^uld  lead  to  danger  in  the 
event  of  any  disturbance ;  on  the  c6ntrary,  there  was  more 
of  jealousy  and  hatred  than  of  cordiality  betwixt  the  black 
soldiers  and  the  negroes.  The  former  saw  themselves  on  a 
foodng  with  British  soldiers,  they  were  well  dressed,  well 
fed,  had  the  command  of  money,  and  looked  with  a  con- 
tempt, which  they  did  not  conceal,  on  their  less  favoured 

black  brethren,  who  in  return  regarded  them  with  ha- 
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tred  and  envy.  Tkeae  feelings  -were  increaBed  by  the 
gay  appeaiaooe  of  the  fakck  aoldierB  aitiactii^  the  noliee 
of  the  negro  Foment  a  fertile  and  never  fidling  source 
of  jealousy,  hatred^  and  revenge.  So  long  as  these  eauses 
existed,  the  danger  of  black  troops  joining  in  any  ne- 
gro insurrection  must  have  been  small ;  and  although  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  they  can  oppose  European  trdops 
without  haaard,  yet  they  are  regular  ip  quarters,  and  have 
shown  few  symptoms  of  insubordination*  If  their  ignorance 
of  the  English  language,  and  incapability  of  comprehend- 
ing instructions,  had  been  recollected,  a  mild  system  of 
discipline  would,  in  the  first  instaixce,  have  been  more  effi- 
cadous,  and  probably  those  acts  of  insubordinaticm  would 
have  been  avoided.  The  black  rejpments  would  have  fcmned 
a  valuable  additi<m  to  our  West  India  garrisons,  by  placing  a 
proportion  in  each  colony,  along  with  the  white  troops,  who 
would  have  thus  been  relieved  from  the  most  unhealthy  du- 
ties; for,  while  hot,  dbfl^  low  situations,  such  as  many  West 
India  towns  {Hesent,  destroy  the  health  of  European  troofN^ 
such  atuatimis  agree  best  with  the  blacks;  and  while  the  lat- 
ter  could  have  perCmned  the  duties  there,  the  former  might 
have  been  kept  m  those  high,  cool,  and  healthy  spots,  whidi 
abound  in  all  the  islands;  and  in  this  way  many  of  our 
European  soldiers  would  have  been  saved.  Certainly  any 
fkuk  that  would  tend  to  preserve  the  lives  of  such  soldiers 
as  those  of  the  50th  and  92d  regiments,  (who  had  served 
together  under  Sir  Ralph  Abercrcnnby,  Sir  John  Moone^ 
and  the  Duke  of  Wellington,)  is  worth  some  risk,  even  if 
there  were  any,  which,  in  the  present  case,  it  is  hoped  there 
is  not.  The  9Sd  are  now  healthy,  and  have  a  prospect  of 
a  leog  continuance  of  this  blessing,  which  may  enable  them 
to  return  to  England,  as  the  42ddid  from  the  West  Indies  in 
1797,  with  scarcely  one  in  507  on  the  sick  list  Andwhen,in 
future,  the  Gordon  Highlanders  recdve  recruits,  may  they 
be  such  men  as  those,  who,  in  the  early  service  of  the  corps 
imder  laacd  Huntly,  so  conducted  themselves,  that,  when  a 
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ibort  tiine  quttrtered  in  disturbed  oountries^  ^<  peace  and 
ciider  W0ffe  establuhed,  raspme  had  dkappearad,  conildeiiee 
in  die  Qoyenunent  was  rastoMd,  aiid  ifaue  happiest  oordislity 
mbMstedy  nnoe  his  regiment  came  among  them*"^ 
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1800. 

Theeb  are  few  regiments  in  his  M ajesty^s  service  who^  ia 
all  those  qualities  whidi  constitute  good  soldiers,  and  valu- 
able members  of  society,  excel  this  respectable  body  of  men. 
None  of  the  Highland  corps  is  superior  to  the  98d  i«^ment« 
I  do  not  piake  compsrisons  in  point  of  bravery,  for,  if  proper- 
ly ocHBomanded,  they  are  all  brave ;  but  it  is  in  those  well  iie- 
gttlated  habits,  of  which  so  much  has  already  been  said,  that 
the  Sutheriand  Hi^aaders  have  for  twenty  years  preserv- 
ed an  unvaried  line  of  conduct.  The  light  infantry  ooi»- 
pany  of  this  corps  has  been  nineteen  years  without  havmg  a 
man  punished.  This  single  fact  may  be  taken  as  sufficient 
evidence  of  morals ;  for,  although  the  light  company  is  com* 
posed  of  picked  men,  the  choice  often  depends  less  on  cha^ 
racier  than'on  personal  appearance,  and  these  companies  are 
frequently  the  most  irregular,  perhaps  as  mudb  from  that 
overflow  of  animal  spirits  peculiar  to  men  in  the  prime  of 
life,  M  from  any  great  degree  of  mond  turpitude.  Such, 
horwever,  is  the  character  and  conduct  of  this  light  colDpany, 
and  of  nineteen  men  out  of  every  twenty  in  the  regiment- 
Indeed,  the  few  exceptionable  characters  in  the  corps  were 
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men  miaed  in  lavge  towns,  but  the  {nroportion  of  these  has 
been  mmU.  On  the  first  formation  in  1800,  the  strength  of 
the  r^^ent  was  596  men,  and  84  seijeants.  Of  the  Bot 
diers  460  were  Sutherland  men ;  the  others  were  prindpelly 
bam  Ross,  aaod  the  neigUbouring  counties.  In  1811  the 
number  of  Scotch  and  Highlanders  was  1,014,  of  Irish  17, 
and  of  English  -18,  and  in  these  proportions  thej  have  conti- 
miad  down  till  the  present  time. 

A  Fencihle  regiment  of  Sutherland  mcfn,  embodied  in 
1798»  was  disbanded  in  1798,  without  any  attempt  to  encou- 
rage the  men  to  re-enlist  in  regiments  of  the  line;  but  in  May 
1800  Major-General  WtUiam  Wemyss  of  Wemyss,  who  had 
been  Colonel  of  that  corps,  received  authority  to  raise  a  regi- 
mient  of  600  men,  with  instructions  to  endeavour,  if  possible, 
to  prevail  on  the  men  of  the  Fencible  corps  to  return  to  their 
ranks  in  this  new  regiment,  which  was  to  be  of  the  line. 
This  was  an  iprdnous  undertaking,  for  the  men  had  already 
been  eighteen  months  settled  in  different  situations,  whidi 
they  were  unwilling  to  relinquish.  However,  the  comple- 
ment reqiured  was  raised^  (of  which,  as  I  have  said,  460 
were  men  of  Sutheriand,)  and  the  corps  was  soon  after- 
wards augmented,  first  to  800,  and  then  to  1,000  men,  with 
fofficen  in  proportion. 

The  Tegiment  was  inspected  by  Major*6eneral  Hay  at 
Inverness  in  August  1800,  and  in  September  embarked  for 
Guernsey,  where  it  was  stationed  till  September  180d,  when 
it  was  ordered  to  Scotland  to  be  reduced.     But  symptoms 
of  a  nenewal  of  the  war  appearing,  the  order  for  reduction 
waa  CMmtermanided,  and  the  destination  dbanged  for  Ire- 
land*   In  that  station  nothing  worthy  of  notice  occurred, 
till  the  month  of  July  1805,  when  this  battalion  formed  paH 
of  an  armament  embarked  at  Cork,  under  the  command  of 
MajoF-General  Sir  David  Baird,  intended  for  the  reduction 
of  die  Cape  of  Good  Hqpe.     This  expedition  consisted  of 
three  companies  of  artillery,  SOO  men  of  the  30th  Light 
Dragoons,  and  the  24th,  88th,  71st,  7Sd,  88d,  and  93d  re- 
giments, with  the  £9th,  destined  for  India. 
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The  troc^  were  embarked,  and  sailed  m  the  b^iiiiiingcf 
August  1806,  and  after  a  boisterous  passage  reached  the 
Cs^y  and  anch<n:ed  in  TaUe  Bay  on  the  4th  of  January 
1806.  The  troops  were  immediately  iHrigaded.  TheMth, 
88th»and8Sd,were  under  the  oommand  of  BrigadieiuGenend 
Bereaford,  and  the  Highland  brigade  of  the  7l8t9  ^Sd,  and 
98d  regiments,  under  Brigadier-General  Ronald  C.  Fergu- 
son. The  surf  being  viol^it,  on  the  fth  Brigadier-General 
Beresford,  with  the  cavalry  and  88th  re^pnient,  was  detail- 
ed to  Saldanha  Bay,  to  eflect  a  landmg  there.  This  was 
done  without  opposition  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  on  the 
6th,  the  surf  having  somewhat  abated,  the  Highland  .^bri- 
gade landed  in  liospard  Bay,  experiencing  a  sli^t  opposi- 
tion from  a  light  corps  of  the  enemy  scattered  along  the 
hdghts  bordering  on  the  sluMre*  On  this  oocamon  lieate* 
nant-Colonel  Pack  of  the  71st  and  a  few  men  were  wound- 
ed,  and  85  men  of  the  98d  lost  by  the  upsetting  of  a  boat 
in  the  surf. 

The  stores  bcong  landed  on  the  7th,  the  troops  advanced 
on  the  8th,  and  ascending  to  the  summit  of  the  Blaw  Berg, 
(or  Blue  Mountains,)  the  enemy  was  perceived  drawn  up 
on  a  plain,  in  two  lines  of  about  5,000  men,  with  twenty- 
three  pieces  of  cannon.  Grelieral  Baird  quickly  formed  hn 
troops  in  two  columns,  and  directed  the  first  brigade^  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Josqph  Baird,  (in  the  ab- 
sence of  Brigadier<7eneral  Beresford,)  towards  the  right, 
while  the  Highland  brigade,  thrown  forward  on  the  lu^ 
road,  advanced  on  the  enemy,  who  opened  a  heavy  firs  of 
grape^  round  shot,  and  musketry.  Seemin^y  detoimined 
to  retain  their  position,  the  enemy  kept  up  a  smart  fire  as 
our  troops  approached,  till  GeneriJ  Ferguson  gave  the  word 
to  charge.  The  order  was  instantly  obeyed.  The  diarge 
was  so  impetuous,  and  i^parently  so  irresistible,  that  the 
enemy,  appalled  and  panic-stnick,  fired  the  last  voUejp  in 
a  manner  without  aim  oc  effect*  gave  way  at  all  pmnts, 
and  fled  in  great  confusion,  having  sustained  a  loss  of 
more  than  600  men  killed  and  wounded,  while  that  of 
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the  Brhiah  wfts  only  10  killed^  and  191  wounded.  The 
96d  lost  8  floldien  lulled,  and  Iieutenant-C<donel  Honey* 
nan.  Lieutenants  Soofaie  and  Strachan,  Ensigns  Hedrick 
and  Ciraig,  1  Serjeant,  1  drummer,  and  51  priyates,  wound- 
ed. The  enemy  made  no  further  resistance,  and  thus  eaoly 
was  this  important  ccdony  acquired* 

From  that  period  the  Sutherland  reg^ent  remained  in 
l^urrison  at  the  Cape  till  embarked  for  England.  *  In  Au- 
gust  1814  it  landed  at  Plymouth,  and  in  the  following 
month  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Major-Goieral 
Keane,  along  with  other  troops  destined  to  rrinforoe  the 
army  in  North  America.  The  fleet  sailed  on  the  18th  of 
September,  and  touching  at  Barbadoes,  reached  Jamaica, 
and  there  joined  the  squadron  under  Yice-Admirid  the 
Honourable  Alexander  Cochrane,  with  8,500  troops  on 
board.  General  Keane  assuming  the  command  i^  the 
whole^  amounting  to  5,400  men,  sailed  from  Jamaica  on 
the  S7th  November,  and,  on  the  ISth  December,  landed 
near  Cat  Island,  at  the  entrance  of  a  diain  of  lakes  leading 
to  New  Orleans.  After  a  few  preparatory  arrangements, 
the  troops  were  landed  at  the  head  of  the  Bayone  on  the 
jt8d  without  oppoation,  but  on  the  following  night  ihej 
were  attacked  by  a  conriderable  force  of  infantry,  support, 
ed  by  a  strong  corps  of  artillery^  After  repeated  effints, 
the  enemy  were  repulsed  with  loss.  On  the  95th  Major* 
General  the  Honourable  Sir  Edward  Pakenham  arrived, 
and  took  the  oommand  of  the  army.  Onthe  iB7th  the 
troops  made  a  forward  movement,  in  two  columns,  and  took 
up  a  poation  within  nx  miles  of  the  town,  and  immediate- 
ly in  front  of  the  enemy^s  lines.     Here  they  were  strongly 

^  *  la  ISlSy  a  teomd  battilim  was  added  to  this  regimeat*  It  was 
Ibfined  at  Invernefla ;  vnd,  after  some  inatractions  in  diadplinej  was 
deatiiied  to  join  the  army  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington  in  Fraooe  ; 
baty  owing  to  the  peace  of  1814^  this  destination  was  dhanged  to  North 
America.  The  hattaiion  was  6mbarked>  amd  landed  in  Newfimndland, 
where  it  waa  stationed  sixteen  months;  and  then  rttaraiog  to  Barope 
in  1S15,  was  reduced  aoon  after  landing. 
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posted,  with  a  morasB  and  thick  wood  on  the  left^  and  the 
Mimsappi  on  the  right.  Their  fronturiis  protected  by  a  deqp 
and  broad  ditch,  bounded  by  a  parapet  apd  breast-works, 
extending  in  a  dizect  line  about  1,000  yards,  and  mounted 
with  artillery,  and  a  fiook  battery  on  the  right  hank  of  the 
river.     The  army  being  reinforced  on  the  7th  of  *  Januwy 
1815  by  the  arrival  of  the  48d  regiment^  die  General  deter- 
mined to  attack  this  position  in  front,  detachiu^g  a  force  un* 
der  Colcmd  Thornton,  with  theSfith  regiment,  across  the 
river,  to  take  the  enemy  in  flank,  and  attack  some  vessels 
wbich  supported  their  right.     Thearrang^nents  for  the  at- 
tack were  as  follows :  G^ieral  Gibbst  with  the  Eling^s  Own, 
Scotch  Fusileers,  44»th  reg^uo(ient»  and  three  companies  of  the 
Rifle  Corps,  to  lead  the  attadt ;  the  Sutherland  Highland- 
ers,  with  two  companies  of  the  English  Fusileers,  two 
of  the  4Sd»  and  two  of  the  Bifle  Corps,  under  Major-Gene- 
ral  Keane»  to  form  tb^  second  inigade;  and  the  English' 
Fusileers  add  48d  iiegim^it  to  form  the  reserve :  a  party  of 
Black  tro(qps  were  ordered  to  the  wood  on  theright  to  occupy 
theafttention  of  the  enemy  on  that  flank,  and  keep  up  askir* 
mislnng  fire.     Fasdnes  and  rafts  to  fill  up,  and  enable  the 
soldiers  to  cross  the  diteh,  were  prepaid,  and  in  readiness, 
and  also  scaling  ladders  to  mount  a  parapet  raised  on  the  inner 
\)ank  of  the  ditch.     The  attack  was  to  have  been  made  be- 
fore day Jight  of  the  8th,  but  une3q>ed)ed  difficulties  causing 
a  delays  and  it  being  neoesdary  to  wait  the  cooperation  of 
Colonel  Thornton,  whose  passage  across  the  river  had  beaa 
greatly  retarded  by  the  breadth,  force,  and  rapidity  of  the 
stveam,  which  carried  the  boats  below  the  proper  point  of 
landing,  it  was  cMisiderably  after  sun-rise  bf^fore  the  troops 
could  advance  to  the  attack.     Thus  exposed  to  full  view, 
(the  troops  advanced  on  an  open  plain,)  the  enemy  opened  a 
heavy  fire  from  their  whole  Hne,  and  a  battery  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river,  but  when  our  troops  reached  the  ditch, 
their  farther  progress  was  checked^  as  it  was  found  impassa- 
ble, the  fascines  and  rafts  having  been  left  in  the  rear.     In 
this  state,  unable  to  advance,  and  losing  many  men  from  the 
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fire  of  an  enemy  beyond  their  reach,  and  completely  under 
cover,  they  b^an  to  waver.     The  Commander  had  fallen, 
and  6ena»la  Gibbs  and  Keane^  with  many  oflBcers,  were 
wounded.    Uiacodraged  by  these  losses,  unable  to  close  wp^ 
on  the  enony,  whose  fire  was  in  one  respect  more  formidable 
as  coming  fiiom  invisible  hands,  the  troops  retired  in  such 
confusion,  that  Major-General  Lambert,  on  whom  the  com-»  ' 
mand  devolved,  and  who  pudied  forward  with  the  reserve, 
did  not  find  himself  justified,  on  a  consideration  of  all  the 
difficulties  yet  to  be  surmounted,  to  renew  the  attack.    He, 
therefore,  recalled  Colcmel  Thornton,  who  had  succeeded 
in  gaamng  his  posittoa  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and 
retired  to  the  post  from  whence  the  army  had  marched  in 
the  morning.     There  they  remained  till  the  1 8th,  when  the 
wounded,  (with  the  exception  of  those  in  too  dangerous  a 
state  to  be  moved,)  and  the  artillery  and  stores,  were  em« 
barked,  and  the  army  retired  to  the  head  of  the  Bayone, 
(where  they  first  landed,)  and  reimbarked  without  molesta- 
tion on  the  27th  of  January.      The  Iq^s,  as  in  almost  all 
unsuccessful  attacks,  was  severe.    Besides  the  high  spirited 
and  brave  Generals  Pakenham  and  Gibbs,  (the  latter  died 
of  his  wounds,)  8  field  ofiioers,  5  captains,  4  Subalterns,  11 
Serjeants,  1  drummer,  and  266  rank  and  file,  were  killed ; 
and  1  general  officer,  10  field  officers,  21  captains,  4^7  subal^ 
terns,!  staff  officer,  54  Serjeants,  9  drummers,  and  1,126  rank 
and  file,  wounded.     The  9Sd  lost  1  field  officer,  2  captains, 
2  Serjeants,  and  58  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  and  4  captains, 
8  subalterns,  17  seijeants,  S  drummers,  and  848  rank  and 
file,  wounded. 

Some  other  movements  followed  this  disastrous  attempt, 
but  peace  soon  afterwards  putting  an  end  to  all  hostilities, 
the  troops  were  ordered  home*  The  98d  were  sent  to  Ire:, 
hmd,  and  landed  at  Coiic  on  the  28th  of  May  1815. 

Thus  ended  the  military  service  of  this  regiment,  bearing 
no  comparison  in  point  of  variety,  extent,  or  fatigues,  to  that 
of  some  other  corps  of  the  same  designation,  who  h^  so 
frequent  opportunities  of  facing  the  enemy  during  the  war; 
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From  the  relatiTe  ntuatkin  of  the  aanSaiifs  and  defend- 
en,  the  aflSdr  of  Neir  Orleans  bore  a  striking  resemUanoe  to 
that  of  Tioonderoga,  in  the  year  1758.  The  analogy  iras 
equally  marked  in  the  nature  of  the  post,  and  of  the  de- 
fences, in  the  manner  of  attack,  and  in  the  disastrous  result. 
Tioonderoga  was  surrounded  on  three  adea  by  a  deep  im- 
paasaUe  morass,  and  approachable  only  by  a  long  narrow 
slip  of  land,  strengthened  and  defended  in  such  a  mamier 
as  to  make  an  advance  without  a  previous  breach  by  artil- 
lery (which  had  not  beai  brought  fnrward)  imposnble  in 
the  fiiice  of  a  resolute  enemy,  or  indeed  of'any  enemy  with  a 
sufficient  cpmmand  of  nerve  to  avail  themselves  of  sudi  for- 
midable defences.  This  want  of  artillery  at  Tioonderoga, 
and  of  the  necessary  means  tar  surmounting  the  enemy^s 
defences  at  New  Orleans,  may  be  assigned  as  the  causes  o[ 
fiiilure  in  both  instances.  But,  although  so  similar  in  some 
respects,  the  parallel  is  not  complete.  At  New  Orleans  the 
high  spirited  Commander  was  the  first  in  the  attack,  ani- 
mating all  by  his  example,  and  was  one  of  the  first  who  fell, 
followed  by  his  second  in  command,  (an  officer  well  quali- 
fied to  inspire  and  preserve  confidence  in  his  troops,)  together 
with  several  valuable  officers  killed  and  disabled,  which  so 
dispirited  many  of  the  soldiers,  that  th^  retired  without 
orders,  and  in  great  confusion.  At  Ticondaxiga  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief did  not  lead,  but  the  troopH  persevered  in 
the  attack  for  four  hours,  with  a  determinadon  and  courage 
that  deserved  a  better  fate,  and  when  farther  exertions  were 
considered  unavailable,  it  was  difficult  to  recal  them,  as  th^ 
disdained  to  retreat  while  life  or  the  least  hope  of  success  re« 
mained.  It  was  not  till  after  the  third  order  that  Colonel 
Grantcould  prevail  on  the  soldiersof  the  4Std  to  give  up  the 
contest  and  rotire,  taking  with  them  806  of  their  number 
wounded,  and  burying  896  on  the  field. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  the  routine  of  duty  did  not  allow 
the  Sutherland  regiment  any  share  in  the  actions  during 
the  war,  to  which  success  has  given  such  brilliant  effect 
Garrisoned  at  the  Cape  during  eight  years  of  ccH^stant  and 
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iMtive  waxfiure^  and  returning  to  Europe  after  hostilities 
with  France  had  oeased,  their  duties,  with  the  exception  of 
the  short  service  at  New  Orleans^  were  of  the  most  peace, 
able  description.  How  they  performed  these  duties  is  in 
the  recollection  and  esteem  of  those  who  witnessed  th^ 
umfbrmly  excellent  conduct* 

Judging  frcHn  the  establishment  of  the  Society  for  Fropa* 
gating  Christian  Knowledge  in  the  Highlands,  and  others 
of  the  same  laudable  tendency,  and  also  from  the  recent 
reports  of  misnonaries,  whose  yocati<Hi  (it  may  be  ob- 
senred)  would  fail  if  they  stated  that  thdr  hearers  were 
pious  and  intelligent,  it  may  perhaps  be  believed  by  many, 
that,  previous  to  these  apostolic  expeditions  and  Tisitati«Mis, 
Christianity  must  have  been  little  known  or  practised  in  the 
North ;  but,  as  the  best  proof  of  the  existence  of  rdigious 
knowledge  and  general  intelligence  is  exhibited  by  the  mo- 
ral character  and  actions  of  a  people,  we  may  apply  this  cri- 
terion to  the  case  in  question,  so  far,  aji  least,  as  regards  the 
Hi^ands,  where,  notwithstanding  many  disadvantages,  and 
the  confined  means  of  religious  instruction,  firom  the  great 
extent  of  parishes,  the  ocmsequent  scarcity  of  clergymen, 
and  the  frequent  practice,  which  cannot  be  too  strongly  re^ 
probated,  of  placing  ministers  in  churches  who  preach  in  a 
language  unintelligible  to  their  parishioners,  notwithstand- 
ing this  custom,  unknown,  I  bdieve  and  sinterdiy  h<^,  in 
any  other  Christian  country,  we  find,  by  the  conduct  and 
character  of  the  people,  that  these  disadvantages  have  been 
in  a  great  measure  overcome,  and,  in  the  present  instance, 
that  the  Sutherland  men  were  so  well  grounded  in  mo- 
,ial  duties  and  religious  principles,  that,  when  statbned  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  b^g  anxious  to    enjoy 
the  advantages  of  religious  instruction  agreeably  to  the 
teneta  of  their  national  church,  and  there  hemg  no  re- 
ligioua  service  in  the  garrison,  exo^t  the  customary  one 
of  reading  i»ayers  to  the  soldiers  on  parade,  the  men  of  the 
93d  regiment  formed  themselves  intQ  a  congregation,  dp- 
pointed  elders  of  their  own  number,  engaged  and  paid  a  sti- 
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p^d  (colleeted  from  the  soldiers)  to  a  dergyman  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland^  (who  had  gooe  out  with  an  intention 
of  teaching  and  preaching  to  the  Caffires,)  and  had  Divine 
Service  performed  agreeably  to  the  ritual  of  the  esta^ 
bibhcd  Church.  Their  expences  were  so  well  regulat- 
ed)  that,  while  contributing  to  the  support  of  their  cler- 
gyman from  the  savings  of  their  pay,  they  were  enabled 
to  promote  that  social  cheerfulness  which  is  the  trae  attri- 
bute of  pure  religion  and  of  a  well  spent  life.  While  too 
many  soldiers  were  ready  to  indulge  in  that  vice  which, 
more  than  any  other,  leads  to  crime  in  the  British  army, 
and  spent  much  of  their  money  for  liquor,  the  Sutherland 
men  indulged  in  the  cheerful  amusement  of  dancing,  and  in 
their  evening  meetings  were  joined  by  many  respectable  in- 
habitants, who  were  happy  to  witness  such  scenes  among 
the  common  soldiers  in  the  British  service.  In  addition  to 
these  expences,  the  soldiers  regularly  remitted  money  to 
their  relations  in  Sutherland. 

In  the  case  of  such  men  disgraceful  punishment  is  as  un- 
necessary as  it  would  be  pernicious.  Indeed,  so  remote  was 
the  'idea  of  such  a  measure  in  regard  to  them,  that,  when 
ponishments  were  to  be  inflicted  on  others,  and  the  troops  in 
camp,  garrison,  or  quarters,  assembled  to  witness  their  exe- 
cution, the  presence  of  the  Sutherland  Highlanders,  ^ther 
of  the  Fencibles  or  oT  die  line,  was  often  ^spensed  with, 
the  eflbct  of  terror  as  a  cheek  to  crime  being  ^n  their  case 
uncalled  for, — ^*  as  examples  of  that  nature  were  not  neces- 
sary for  such  honourable  soldiers  !^  Such  is  the  character 
of  a  national  or  district  corps  of  the  present  day.  What 
they  have  been  in  former  days  I  have  also  endeavoured  to 
show. 

It  has  been  said  that  our  regiments  ought  to  be  mixed, 
as  the  good  will,  by  their  example,  improve  the  bad. 
Certainly  the  latter  object  is  desirable ;  but  the  price,  per- 
haps, is  too  high,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  means  uncertain* 
To  degrade  or  lower  the  proper  pride  of  a  virtuous  and  ho- 
nest soldier,  by  making  him  a  companion  to  the  dissolute 
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and  nnprincipled,  in  the  expectation  that  the  latter  will 
be  improved,  is  rather  a  questionable  measure.  I  have  al- 
ready noticed  the  change  which  took  place  in  the  habits  and 
manners  of  the  42d  by  the  great  influx  of  indifferent  subjects 
in  1 795.  Except  when  before  an  enemy,  there  was  a  visible 
alteration,  particularly  in  their  common  conversation,  which 
was  previously  so  correct  and  so  free  from  all  indecency, 
that  I  do  not  recollect  an  instance  of  a  man  making  use  of 
improper  language,  without  b^ng  reproved  by  his  compa;- 
nions,  and  taxed  with  bringing  disgrace  upon  himself  and- 
the  corps. 

But  to  return  to  the  Sutherland  re^ment  Their  conduct 
at  the  Cape  did  not  proceed  from  any  temporary  cause. 
It  was  founded  on  principles  uniform  and  permanent. 
When  these  men -disembarked  at  Plymouth  in  August 
1814,  the  inhabitants  were  both  surprised  and  gratified.  On 
such  occasions  it  had  been  no  uncommon  thing  for  soldiers 
to  spend  the  money  they  had  saved  in  taverns  and  ^n  shops. 
In  the  present  case  the  soldiers  of  Sutherland  were  seen  in 
booksellers^  shops^  supplying  themselves  with  Bibles,  and 
such  books  and  tracts  as  they  required.  Yet,  as  at  the  Cape, 
where  their  religious  habits  were  so  free  of  all  fanatical 
gloom,  that  they  indulged  in  dancing  and  social  meetings^ 
ao  here,  while  expending  their  money  on  books,  they  did 
not  neglect  their  personal  appearance,  and  the  haberdashers* 
shops  had  also  their  share  of  trade  from  the  purchase  of  ad- 
ditional feathers  to  their  bonnets,  and  such  extra  decora- 
tions as  the  correctness  of  military  regulations  allow  to  be 
introduced  into  the  uniform. 

While  they  were  thus  mindful  of  themselves,  improving 
thdir  minds  and  their  personal  appearance,  such  of  them  as 
had  relations  in  Sutherland  did  not  forget  the  change  in 
their  condition  occasioned  by  the  loss  of  their  lands,  and  the 
operation  of  the  new  improvements.  During  the  short  pe- 
riod that  the  regiment  was  quartered  in  Plymouth,  upwards 
of  L.  500  were  lodged  in  one  banking-house,  to  be  remitted 
to  Sutheriand,  exclusive  of  many  sums  sent  home  through 

voi#.  IT.  '  T 
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the  poBt-ofBce^  and  by  offioen.    Someof  these  sums  exceed- 
ed L.  SO  from  an  individual  soldier. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  character  of  this  re- 
i^iectable  corps.  Courts-martial  have  been  very  unfrpquent 
Twelve  and  fifteen  months  have  intervened  yrithout  the  ne- 
cessity of  assembling  one ;  and,  in  the  ir ords  of  a  general 
officer  who  reviewed  them  in  Ireland,  they  exhibited  ^^  a  pic- 
ture of  military  discipline  and  moral  rectitude ;'''  and,  in  the 
ojunion  of  another  eminent  commander,  ^<  although  the  ju- 
nior r^;iment  in  hb  Majesty's  service,  they  exhibit  an  ho- 
nourable example,  worthy  the  imitation  of  all.^  *  On  an- 
other occasion,  the  character,  discipline^  and  interior  eco- 
nomy of  the  93d  regiment  were  declared  to  be  ^'  altogether 
incomparable  ;^  and  in  similar  language  have  they  been  cha- 
racterized by  every  general  officer  who  commanded  than. 
General  Craddock,  now  Lord  Howden,  when  this  corps 
embarked  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1814,  ex- 
pressed himself  in  the  following  terms  :  Describing  '^  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  inhabitants,  with  their  regret  at 
parting  with  men  who  will  ever  be  borne  in  remembrance 
as  TAndJrietuls  and  honourable  soldiers^  he  adds,  *^  The 
Commander  of  the  Forces  anxiously  joins  in  the  public  voice, 
that  so  approved  a  corps,  when  called  forth  into  the  more 
active  scenes  that  now  await  them  in  Europe,  will  confirm 
the  well  known  maxim,  that  the  most  r^ular  and  best  con- 
ducted troops  in  quarters  are  those  who  form  the  surest  de- 
pendence, and  will  acquire  the  most  renown  in  the  field.^ 

Such  were  these  men  in  garrison,  and  such  the  expectation 
founded  on  tlieir  principles.  How  thoroughly  they  were 
guided  by  honour  and  loyalty  in  the  field  was  shown  at 
New  Orleans.  Although  many  of  their  countrymen,  who 
had  emigrated  to  America,  were  ready  and  anxious  to  re- 
.ceive  them,  there  was  not  an  instance  of  desertion ;  nor  did 
one  of  those  who  were  left  behind,  wounded  or  prisoners, 
forget  their  allegiance,  and  remain  in  that  country,  at  the 

*  General  ficckwithV  General  Orders. 
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same  tiine  that  desertions  from  the  British  anny  were  but 
too  frequent  Men  like  these  do  credit  to  the  peasantry  of 
their  country,  and  contribute  to  raise  the  national  charac- 
ter. If  this  concluraoniB  well  founded,  the  removal  of  so 
many  of  the  people  from  thdir  ancient  seats,  where  they  ac^ 
quired  thote  habUe  and  pnmdplee^  may  be  considered  a 
puUic  loss  of  no  comlnon  magnitude.  In  the  new  stations, 
where  so  many  Highlaoders  are  now  placed,  and  crowded 
in  such  numbers  as  to  preserve  the  numerical  population, 
while  whole  districts  are  left  without  inhabitants,  can  they 
resume  thdir  ancient  character  and  principles,  which,  ac- 
'cording  to  the  reports  of  those  employed  by  the  proprietory 
have  been  so  deplorably  broken  down  and  deteriorated ; 
a  deterioration  which  was  entirely  unknown  till  the  recent 
diange  in  the  condition  of  the  people,  and  the  introduction 
of  a  new  system,  and  every  way  opposite  to  the  probity,  re- 
li^ous  and  domestic  habits  of  the  same  people,  when  placed 
in  situations  and  in  societies  where  there  was  more  danger 
of  losing,  than  diance  of  acquiring,  such  valuable  habits  ?  It 
is  only  when  parents  and  heads  of  families  in  the  Highlands 
are  moral,  happy,  and  contented,  that  they  can  instil  sound 
principles  into  their  children,  who,  in  their  intercourse  with 
the  world,  may  once  more  become  what  the  men  of  Suther- 
land have  already  b^n,— -  *^  an  honourable  example,  worthy 
the  imitation  of  all.*** 
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SEVENTY-EIGHTH  REGIMENT, 

OB 
E088-8HIRB  HIGHLANDERS, 

SECOWD   BATTALION. 
1804u 

While  the  first  battalion  of  the  78th  was  employed  m 
India  in  the  year  1804^  under  the  Honourable  IVIajor-Ge* 
neral  Wellesley,  orders  were  issued  to  add  a  second  bat- 
talion of  800  men  to  the  re^ment.  The  officers  were  to 
raise  men  in  certain  proportions,  according  to  the  rank 
they  were  to  hold,  and  to  recruit  them  in  Scotland,  and,  if 
possible,  in  the  Highlands.  ♦  The  latter  injunction,  how- 
ever, was  not  strictly  observed,  as  upwards  of  forty  men 
were  from  Ireland,  and  from  the  south  side  of  the  border. 
Of  these,  twenty-two  were  old  soldiers  received  from  the 
veteran  battalions^  for.  the  purpose^  as  was  ssdd,  of  laying 
the  foundation  of  discipline  in  a  regiment  of  very  young 
aoldiers,  as  this  was  expected  to  be. 

The  head-quarters  were  established  at  Fort  Greorge; 
this  being  the  fourth  battalion  embodied  in  that  garrison, 
under  the  influence  of  the  family  of  Seaforth,  in  the  course 
of  thirty  years,  -f-  But  as  Lord  Seaforth  was,  at  this  time, 
in  the  West  Indies,  his  influence  was  less  exerted  than  on 
former  occasions  when  he  himself,  like  his  predecessor,  com- 

^  The  proportions,  or  quotas,  for  each  rank  were  100  men  for  a 
Lieutenant-Colonelcy,  90  for  a  Majority,  50  for  a  Company,  S5  for  a 
Lieutenancy,  and  SO  for  an  Ensigncy;  officers  to  take  rank  according 
to  the  dates  of  their  former  commissions. 

t  The  78th  regiment  in  the  year  1779,  the  78th  in  the  year  1794, 
a  second  battalion  of  960  men  in  the  same  year,  and  this  battalion  in 
1804. 


It 


manded  in  person.  However,  two  hundred  men  wete  rais- 
ed in  the  island  of  Lewis,  part  of  the  Seaforth  estates ;  and 
several  other  detachments  were  brought  from  other  parts  of 
this  extenuve  property* 

In  December  1804  a  battalion  of  850  men  was  assembled 
at  Fort  George,  and  inspected  by  Major-General  the  Mar- 
quis of  Huntly  in  January  1805,  when  the  following  oflS* 
oers  were  appointed : 

CoUmel,  BAigor-Genenil  Alexander  Mackenzie  Fraaer  of  Castle  Fiaser, 

died  Lieutenant-Generol  1809. 
Lieuienant^Colonelf  Patrick  Madeod,  (Geaiiiefl>)  killed  in  1807  at  £1 

Hamet. 

David  Stewart^  (Garth,)  Colonel  on  liaif«fMiy. 

James  MacdoneU,  (Glengary>)  Colonel^  and  Major  Coldstream  Gnorda. 

^  Captains,  , 

Alexander  Wishart,  dead. 
Duncan  Macpherson^  Major  78th  regiment. 
James  Macvean,  do.  do. 
Cbarles  William  Maclean,  retired* 
Doncan  Macgr^or,  Migor  on  half<-pay.  > 
William  Anderson « dead. 

llobert  Henry  Dick,  Lieutenant-Colonel  42d  regiment. 
Colin  Campbell  Mackay,  (Bighouse,)  Miyor  on  hal^pay« 
George  Mackay,  do. 

Lieutenaf^i, 

William  Balvaird,  Major  Rifle  Brigade. 

Patrick  Strachan,  dead. 

James  Macpherson,  killed  in  Java  in  181  i. 

William  Mackenzie  Dick,  killed  in  1807  at  £1  HamcU 

John  Matheson,  Captain  on  half- pay. 

Comwallis  Bowen,  dead. 

William  Mackenzie,  Captain  on  half-pay. 

Malcolm  Macgrcgor,  Captain  78th  regiment, 

James  Mackay,  Captain  on  half*pay. 

Thomas  Hamilton >  dead. 

llobert  Nicholson,  dead. 

Charles  Grant,  Captain  on  half-pay. 


ftif%  WOii  iiiilW  BlOB^N 

George  WiDiam  Bowes,  detd. 
WiDuiin  MatbesoDy  dead. 

Cimerai,  Captnn  od  half^j. 


John  Mackenzie  Stewart,  letiredr 

John  Manro,  killed  in  1911  in  JaTi. 

Christoplier  Maerae,  killed  in  1907  «t  El  Hanet 

Roderidc  Macqncen,  dead. 

Ndl  Campbelly  Captain  on  half^psj* 

John  L.  Stiachan,  dead* 

Alexander  Cameron,  dead. 

Aleutnder  Gallie,  retired. 

Robert  Burnet,  Captain  l4th  Foot. 

Paymaster,  Jamea  Feq^oaoD,  dead. 

A4fuiani,  William  Madcense,  Captain.        / 

Q^kirtermaster,  John  Macphenon,  retired. 

Smrgmm,  'ttMOum  Draper,  Deputy-In^iector. 

AssiiianU Surgeon,  William  Monro,  Snigecm  on  half^paj. 

Several  of  the  officers  recruited  their  quotas  very  quickly ; 
others  were  not  4B0  successful,  which  is  less  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise, than  that  so  many  men  should  have  been  enlisted, 
considering  the  number  drawn  from  the  Highlands  in  the 
same  year,  and  during  the  first  five  months  of  the  precede 
ing,  being  nearly  double  the  number  that  fought  under  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  at  the  battle  of  Assaye,  under  General 
Stuart  at  Maida,  or  under  General  Graham  at  Barossa.  * 

•  The  nurobers  were. 

For  the  army  of  reserve,              •              •  «            1651 

Militia.-*InyenieM,  Boss,  Argyle,  Perth,  &&  &c.  -            8599 

Supplementary  ditto,                  -                      «  •           970 

Canadian  Fenciblea,                •                   •  •                 860 

2d  Battalion  of  the  78th  regimen t«            -            -  -           714 

Sd  Battalion  of  the  79th  ditto,               -             «  •             618 

Highlandera  as  substitutes  in  Militia  r^;imcnts,  -               9S3 
Recruits  enlisted  by  the  parties  of  the  line,  not  eiuctly  known,  but 

estimated  at              •                 «                 •  «         3^ 

Total,        -        8615 
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ThiBoorpSy  and  theBecond  battalion  of  die  79th,  raised  the 
same  year,  -were  die  hat  oorpa  xecniited  m  the  north,  uo- 
der  the  influence  of  any  particular  family,  or  by  officers  for 
conunissions.  The  system  of  recmiting  for  rank  has  fre* 
quendy  btten  reprobated^  and  has,  indeed,  in  many  eases, 
been  flie  means  4oi  intioducing  bad  sabjecis  into  the  ser- 
▼iee,  as  was  expencuDed  m  1798  and  1794,  when  officers, 
in  thehr  eagemess  to>  reorait  their  oomplemeiit  of  men,  re- 
sorted to  large  towns;  huA  ifaat  tins  mode  of  employing 
gendemenof  faniily,rank,  apd  influ^ioe  in  the  north,  was  ad* 
rsmkHj  adapted  to  the  character,  habits,  and  drcumstanoes 
of  the  peofde ;  and  that  it  had  been  eminently  successful 
there,  is  manifest  from  llie  diameter  of  the  regiments  em* 
bodied  in  the  Seven  Years'"  War,  andin  that  c^  the  Amefi- 
can  Bevolution ;  and  still  mcnre  recently  in  the  last  war,  in 
which  were  raised  the  78th,  79th,  9Sd,  and  98d,  and  many 
other  regiments  of  the  lane  and  Fendbles.  The  system 
upon  which  these  regiments  inere  raised  oould  not,  at 
that  period  at  least,  have  been  a  iMd  one,  as  it  was  the 
.  means  of  introducing  them  into  the  service ;  but  whether 
it  shall  meet  with  equal  success  in  future,  is  a  question 
which  experience  alone  can  decide. 

When  this  battalion  was  embodied  General  Moore  was 
stationed  at  Hythe  witb  his  brigade,  consisting  of  the  48d 
and  52d  regiments.  At  that  time  these  two  r^ments  were 
the  most  perfectly  disciplined  iQ  the  service,  having  been 
completed  in  that  system  of  field  ex,etias»  whieh,  as  I  have 
already  noticed,  was  first  suggested  and  put  in  practice  by 
^Lieutenant-Cok>nel  (now  Major-General)  KenneUi  Macken« 
sie.  Desirous  to  initiate  a  young  corps  in  this  system,  before 
they  had  been  practised  in  any  other,  the  General,  in  a  for- 
tunate hour  for  these  young  men,  applied  for  their  re^ 

In  these  nuinben  the  native  Highlanders  only  are  included  ;a8,  ffar 
inataoce,  in  the  Perthshire  army  of  reserve,  there  were  only  18S>  and  in 
the  Militia  only  804  Highlanders,  whereas  the  total  number  of  hoth 
forces  raised  in  1803  for  that  county  was  1469  men. 
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tnoTid  to  his  farigade.  The  battalkm  -was,  aooopdingly, 
emburked  at  Fort  Oeorge  in  March,  and  reached  Hythe  in 
April  1805. 

Few  young  corps  were  ever  instructed  in  military  discU 
pline  under  move  favourable  auspices  than  this  which  was 
trained  under  the  innnediate  directipn  of  Sir  John  Mocarey 
assisted  by  die  non-commissioned  officers  of  his  brigade 
He  began  by  instructing  the  officers  and  non-conuniaBUMied 
officers  in  ibe  first  principles  of  regular  and  connected 
movements,  wd  in  the  finelock  exerdse;  and  when  they 
were  so  far  complete  that  they  could  communicate  what 
they  had  acquired,  they  were  sent  to  teach  the  soldiers. 
Those  that  were  deficient  in  the  necessary  duUes,  or  were 
slower  in  acquiring  them,  remained  in  the  ranks  with  the 
soldiers,  and  no  officer  was  allowed  to  quit  them  till  he  had 
become  a  thorough^proficient  in  that  in  which  he  was  to 
direct  and  instruct  others.  The  men  were  called  out  four 
times  a  day,  but  never  much  beyond  an  hour  at  a  time. 
During  these  short  periods  they  went  through  their  task 
with  spirit  and  without  fatigue ;  their  minds  were  on  the 
alert,  and  their  attention  was  not  suffered  to  wander. 

The  general  himself  was  indefatigable,  and  was  frequent* 
ly  four  times  in  one  ^ay  on  the  drill  ground,  going  from 
squad  to  squad  ^ving  directions,  and  often  forming  the 
men  in  positions  with  his  own  hands.  Strict  and  rigorous 
when  necessary,  no  man  was  more  easy  and  indulgent  when 
that  necessity  ceased,  or  when  an  officer  or  soldier  properly 
understood  and  performed  his  duty.  Of  thescMyoung  soU 
diers  he  entertained  a  very  favourable  opinion ;  and  often 
mentioned,  that  they  were,  in  every  way,  such  as  he  would 
wish  to  mould  and  form.  His  firm  opinion  was,  that  they 
would  never  fail  in  the  hour  of  trial.  Unfortunately,  how- 
ever, the  regiment  was  too  early  removed  from  his  brigade, 
and  before  their  discipline  was  completely  confirmed;  as 
the  pressure  of  the  service  called  them  to  another  quarter.  * 

•  As  one  of  the  objects  I  have  in  view  is  to  point  out  such  cliarac- 
teriatip  ir^ts  of  disposition^  principle,  and  habits,  as  maybe  in  any  way 
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General  Fox,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Gibraltar,  having 
applied  for  a  change  of  garrison,  two  Highland  regimenta^ 
the  4Sd  and  78th,  were  ordered  on  that  duty,  and,  in  Sep. 
tember  1806,  embarked  at  Portsmouth,  being  then  under 
the  command  of  the  Honourable  Major-Geaeral  John 
Hope.  The  fleet,  under  the  convoy  fd  Captain  Charles 
O^e^  encountered  part  of  the  bad  weather  which  oocasioi^ 
ed  aiieh  dettruetion  after  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  took 

htterafting^  1  shall  notfoe  Ae  ftOowing  dftamttmee,  wkidi  ooeomd 
while  this  r^gimoit  Uy  at  Hythew  la  the  month  of  June  ocden  woe 
iamed  ibr  one  field  officer  and  four  sabalternt  to  join  the  Ist  battalion 
in  India.  The  day  before  tbe  field  officer  fixed  on  for  this  pur- 
poae  left  the  regiment^  the  soldiers  held  conferences  with  each  other 
in  the  barracks^  and,  in  the  erening,  several  deputations  were  sent 
to  him,  entreating  him,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  to  make  appli- 
cation either  to  be  allowed  to  remain  with  them,  or  obtain  permission 
for  them  to  accompany  him.  He  returned  his  acknowledgments  for 
their  attachment,  and  for  their  spirited  offer ;  but,  as  duty  required 
liis  presence  in  India,  while  their  services  were  at  present  confin* 
ed  to  this  country,  they  must,  therefore,  separate  for  some  time. 
The  next  evening,  when  he  went  ftota  the  barracks  to  the  town  of 
Hy  the,  to  take  his  seat  in  the  coach  for  London,  two-thirds  of  the  sol- 
diers, and  officers  in  the  same  proportion,  accompanied  him,  all  of 
them  complaining  of  being  left  behind.  They  so  crowded  round  the 
coach  as  to  impede  its  progress  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  till  at 
last  the  guard  was  obliged  to  desire  the  coachman  to  force  his  way 
through  them.  Upon  this  the  soldiers*  who  hung  by  the  wheels,  horses, 
harness,  and  coach  doors,  gave  way,  and  allowed  a  passage.  There 
was  not  a  dry  eye  amongst  the  younger  part  of  them.  Such  a  scene  as 
this,  happening  to  more  than  600  men,  and  in  the  streets  of  a  town, 
could  not  pass  unnoticed,  and  was  quickly  reported  to  General  Moors, 
whose  mind  was  always  alive  to  the  advantages  of  mutual  confidence 
and  esteem 'between  officers  and  soldiers.  The  circumstance  was  quite 
suited  to  his  chivalrous  mind.  He  laid  the  case  before  the  Command^* 
er-in-Chief ;  and  his  Royal  Highness,  with  that  high  feeling  which 
he  has  always  shown  when  a  case  has  been  properly  represented,  or^ 
dercd  that  at  present  there  should  be  no  separation,  and  that  the  field- 
officer  should  return  to  the  battalion  in  which  he  had  so  many  friends 
resdy  to  follow  him  to  the  cannon's  mouth,  and  when  brought  in 
front  of  an  enemy,  either  to  compel  them  to  fly,  or  perish  in  the 
field. 
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dieker  iu  the  Tagus^  ^iul»  aaiMng  from  thaice  in  the  be- 
giimiiig  of  Nefvember,  in  a  fow  daj8  huided  at  Gibraltar*  * 
In  the  month  of  May  the  regimoit  waa  cMrden^  for  Skily, 
and  embarked  in  good  health.  But  their  arriyal  at  lleM- 
na  was  a  diaappomtment  to  Sir  John  Stuart^  then  in  com- 
maud  theie^  who,  instead  of  a  orMrpa  of.  boys,  expected  the 
4Sd,  having,  at  that  lime,  in  ontempl^ibn^  the  expedition 
to  Calabria,  Thovgih  I  haVe  roasan  to  behave  that  hb 
disappointment  was  great,  it  was  not  lasting. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  arrival  ci  this  regiment  in  Si- 
cily,  the  Royal  Family  o(  Naples  had  been  fiiroed  to  take 
shelter  in  Palermo^  prindpally  vender  the  protection  of  the 
British  troops  then  stationed  in  Sicily.  General  Stuart  was 
warmly  solicited,  by  the  Queen  of  Naples,  to  attempt  ^a 
landing  in  Calabria,  in  support  of  the  Calabrese,  who  had 
preserved,  unshaken,  their  loyalty  to  the  Kng,  and  had  ooi^ 
tinued  to  oppose  the  French. 

The  peninsula  of  Calabria  is  mountainous,  broken  with 
numberless  rocky  eminences  and  de^  ravines,  and,  conse- 
quently, extremely  well  adapted  for  defensive  warfare. 
The  people  are  a  warUke,  hardy  nice  (  among  whom  may 
be  discovered  many  traces  of  the  feudal  institutions,  and  ot 
the  rivalry  common  between  the  tribes  in  the  North  of 
Scotland  previous  to  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  But^ 
although,  in  some  traits,  they  bore  a  resemblance  to  our 
Highlanders,  in  others  they  greatly  differed  from  them,  and 
in  none  more  than  in  attachment  to  their  chiefs.  The 
Calabrese  nobles,  residing  much  at  Court,  were  unknown 
to  their  people^  except  through  the  exactions  of  inferior 

*  I  hare  already  mentioDed  the  inflammatory  disorders  and  tamoom 
by  which  the  young  men  were  attacked  at  Uythe,  in  consequence  of  a 
hffger  allowance  of  animal  fbod  than  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  us- 
ing. The  nme  disorder  con  tinued  in  Gibraltar  fbr  some  months,  al- 
though the  42d  waa  remarkably  healthy.  But  the  men  of  that  €or|iB 
had  been  longer  absent  fh>m  their  native  country^  and  had  become  ha* 
bituated  to  animal  food. 


a^entiy  the  aeveriiy  of  wliidi  tended  to  alieiiate  thdt  aflfeou  ' 
tioDS.    But,  althmigh  oumy  w&re  estranged  from  tbcir  im* 
mediate  Bvperiora,  they  were  loyal  to  dieir  King,  and  now 
declared  tbemaeliraB  ready  to  join  1U7  British  armament 
that  might  land  on  their  eoaat  to  aupport  hie  goveimnent 

Encouraged  by  these  aaauranccsy  urged  by  the  Qoeen^ 
and  perhaps  desiious  of  performing  some  exfAoit  calculated 
to  give  edal  to  his-  command  bef<ire  the  arrival  of  Greneral 
F07L  appointed  to  supersede  him.  General  Stuart,  fiortu- 
mutely  for  Ins  milxtary  fame  and  that  of  his  coontiy,  deteiu 
mined  on  a  landing  in  Calabria,  with  the  view  of  encourag-^ 
ing  the  Calabrese,  and  of  destroying  the  mihtary  stores, 
and  extensive  magpunnes  of  provisions  wUch  had  been  esta* 
blished  by  the  French  at  Monte^Leone,  and  other  parts  of 
the  province. 

The  troops  intended  for  this  expedition  embarked  at  Me* 
lazzo  in  the  end  of  June  1806.  These  consisted  of  the  grena^ 
dier  and  light  infieuitry  battalions,  formed  <^  all  the  grena- 
dier and  light  infantry  companies  of  the  army  in  Sicily,  (ex- 
cept those  of  the  78tb,  which  remained  with  the  regiment,) 
together  with  the  27th,  5%h,  78th,  81st,  and  WatteviUe\ 
regiments,  with  two  companies  of  the  Corsican  Rangers, 
and  a  detachment  of  the  Royal  Artillery  under  Major  Le* 
mc»ne,  amoimting  to  4,200  men,  exclusive  of  the  f  0th  re^« 
ment,  which  embarked  afterwards,  making  in  all  4,790  men. 
The  Admiral,  Sir  Sidney  &nith,  being  empk^ed  to  the 
northward  on  the  Neapolitan  coast,  this  armament  sailed  from 
Melazzo  under  convoy  of  Captain  Brenton,  and  anch<Mr- 
ed  in  the  extensive  bay  of  St  Euphemia  on  the  1st  of 
July. 

The  grenadiers^  light  infantry,  and  Highlanders,  were 
immediately  landed  without  opposition ;  but  as  the  troops 
advanced  into  the  country,  some  reastance  was  made  by  a 
body  of  the  enemy,  who  were  quickly  driven  back.  The  ar- 
my soon  followed,and  took  up  a  good  position  dose  to  Che 
village  of  St  Euphemia,  where  they  remained  till  the  even- 
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iag  of  the  8dy  wken  itifbniiaiicni  was  received  that  General 
Regmor  hadadvanoed  to  theneigfabouriioodof  the  village  of 
Maida,  with  an  intention  of  attacking  the  British  the  follow- 
ing  monung.  General  Stuart^  deaixoaB  to  anticipate  the  in* 
t^tionBof  his  opponent,  ordered  the  troops  under  arras,  and 
OMtfched  along  the  ed^  of  the  bay  till  deven  o'dock  at 
night,  when  he  halted  till  day->lig|it  of  the  4th,  and  then, 
resumii^  his  march,  crossed  the  month  of  the  Amato^  at 
that  dry  season  £9rdable  at  all  points,  and  halted  on  an  ex- 
tensive  plain^  where  he  made  his  arrangements  for  an  «u 
tack.  • 

The  army  was  drawn  up,  having  in  its  rear,  the  head  of 
the  bay,  and,  in  front  a  broad  and  extensive  valley,  level  in 
the  centre,  and  bounded  on  both  sides  by  high,  aiui,  in  some 
places,  precipitous  hills,  with  woods  covering  their  sides  in 
many  parts,  and,  in  others,  with  com  fields  up  to  a  cona- 
derable  height.  This  valley,  which  is  of  unequal  breadth, 
bduig  in  some  places  foiur  miles,  and  in  others  not  more  than 
two,  runs  across  the  Calabrian  peninsula,  from  St  £uphe- 
mia  to  Cortona,  on  the  Adriatic,  intersected,  at  intervals,  to 
nearly  one-half  its  breadth,  by  high  ridges,  which  run  out 
at  right  angles  from  the  mountains,  forming  the  lateral 
boundaries  6t  the  plain.  These  were  now  covered  with 
ripe  com,  part  of  which  had  been  cut  down,  while,  in 
different  fields,  parties  of  the  inhabitants  were  reaping. 
The  nearest  of  these  collateral  ridges,  which  jut  out  from  the 

'•  This  little  array  was  brigaded  as  follows: — The  light  brigade,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel James  Kempt,  was  composed  of  the  light  infantry  compa- 
nies of  the  SOth,  27th,  35th,  58th,  and  81st  regiments,  of  two  companies 
of  Corsican  Rangers,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hudson  Lowe,  and 
of  150  chosen  men  of  the  35th  regiment,  under  Major  Geovge  Robert- 
son. The  first  brigade,  Brigadier-General  Auckland,  consisted  of  the 
T8th  and  8 1  st  regiments.  The  second.  Brigadier- General  Lowrie  Cole, 
was  formed  of  the  grenadier  companies  of  the  20th,  27th,  35th,  58tli, 
and  81st,  under  the  Honourable  Lieutenant-Colonel  O'Calloghan,  and 
the  erth  r^pment.  The  reserve.  Colonel  John  Oswald^  consisted  of  dut 
58di  and  Watteville's  regiment. 
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mountalfiAy  was  steep  on  the  sides,  and  covert  with  wood, 
except  on  the  summit,  wbidi  was  clear  and  level.  On  the 
summit  of  one  of  those  ridges,  at  somewhat  more  than  four 
miles  distance^  the  army  of  Creneral  Regnier  was  seen  drawn 
up  in  columns,  apparently  ready,  either  to  descend  to  the 
plains,  or  to  await  the  attack  of  the  British.  General  Stu- 
art had  now  to  come  to  an  instant  decision.  Disappdlnted 
of  the  support  of  the  Calabrese,  of  whom  not  more  than  one 
thousand  had  jcnacd,  and  these  badly  anned  and  -worse  dis- 
ciplined, and  therefore  of  no  use  in  the  attack,  and  being  al-* 
so  informed  that  a  r^nforcement  of  8,000  men  was  ejcpeeted 
by  the  enemy,  on  the  following  day,  he  had  no  alternative 
but  an  immediate  advance,  or  a  retreat,  either  to  the  ships 
or  to  some  strong  position. 

To  retreat  was  little  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the  com- 
mander ;  and,  accordingly,  actuated  by  the  same  confidence 
in  his  little  army,  which  had  encouraged  him  to  engage  in 
the  enterprise,  he  resolved  upon  advancing,  little  aware 
that  the  expected  addition  to  the  enemy's  force  had  already 
taken  place.  While  General  Stuarf  s  ignorance  of  this  fact 
confirmed  his  resolution  to  attempt  the  strong  position  of  the 
enemy,  the  consciousness  of  superior  numbers  gave  addition- 
al confidence  to  General  Regnier,  who,  looking  down  upon 
his  enemy  from  his  elevated  position,  could  now  count^very 
file  below  ;  and  who,  as  it  is  said,  called  out  to  his  troops 
to  mark  his  confidence  in  their  invincible  courage,  and  his 
contempt  for  the  English,  whose  presumption  in  landing 
with  so  small  a  force,  he  was  determined  to  punish  by  driv- 
ing them  into  the  sea.  Accordingly,  giving  orders  to  march^ 
he  descended  the  hill,  in  three  lines,  through  narrow  paths 
in  the  woods,  and  formed  on  the  plain  below.  His  army 
consisted  of  more  than  7,000  men,  with  800  cavalry,  and  a 
consaderable  train  of  field  artillery.  He  .drew  up  his  troops 
in  two  parallel  lines  of  equal  numbers,  with  artillery  and  ca^ 
valry  on  both  flanks,  and  with  fidd  pieces  placed  in  different 
parts  €i  the  line*    To  oppose  this  force,  General  Stuait 
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pkoed  in  the  boat  lime  the  light  hrigade  of  Luratflnant- 
Colonel  Kcttipt  <to  the  right,  the  Hjghlimd  x^q^iiiieiit  in  the 
centre,  and  the  Slst  on  the  left 

At  eight  o*clock  in  the  norning^  the  corpt  composing  the 
fint  line  advanced,  the  enemy  comaencing  his  forward 
maidi  (pieaenting  a  parallel  front)  neariy  at  the  sAme  mo- 
ment. The  distance  betwem  the  armies  was,  at  this  timi^ 
nearly  three  miles,  and  the  ground  perfectly  level,  intsr- 
sected  only  by  drains,  to  carry  off  the  water  in  the  rainy 
season,  but  not  so  large  as  to  intercq>t  the  advance  of  the 
ield  pieces.  When  the  first  brigade  moved  forward,  the 
second  halted  for  a  short  time,  and  then  proceeded,  followed 
by  the  reserve.  The  forward  movement  of  the  opposing 
lines  lessened  the  intervening  distance  in  a  douUe  ratio.  The 
first  brig|^de  passed  over  several  com  fields,  with  parties  of 
reapers,  who  eagerly  pointed  out  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
then  at  the  distance  of  less  than  a  mile.  On  a  nearer  ap- 
proach they  opened  their  field  pieces,  and,  contrary  to  the 
usual  practice  of  the  French  artillery,  with  little  effect,  the 
greater  part  of  the  shot  pasang  over  the  first  line,  and  not 
reaching  the  second. 

This  was  an  interesting  i^iectade.  Two  armies  in  parallel 
lines,  in  march  towards  each  other,  onasmooth  and  clear  plain^ 
and  in  dead  silence,  only  interrupted  by  the  report  of  the  ene- 
my ^s  guns ;  it  was  more  like  a  chosen  field  fixed  upon  by.  a 
general  officer  for  exercise,  or  to  exhibit  a  sham  fight,  than, 
as  it  proved,  an  accidental  encounter,  and  a  real  battle.  No 
two  rival  commanders  could  ever  wish  for  a  finer  field,  for  a 
trial  of  the  courage  and  firmness  of  their  respective  combat- 
ants ;  and  as  there  were  some  present  who  recollected  the 
contempt  with  which  General  Regnier,  in  his  account  of 
the  Egyptian  expedition,  had  chosen  to  treat  the  British, 
there  was  as  much  feeling  mixed  up  with  the  usual  incite- 
ments, as,  perhaps,  in  any  modem  engagement,  excepting 
that  most  important  of  all  modern  battles,  where  Buoi^ 
parte  for  the  first,  and  perhaps  the  last  time,  met  a  British 
army  in  the  field. 

10 
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To  the  young  Highknden,  of  whom  nearly  0Od  v^t¥e 
under  age^  the  officers,  with  very  few  exceptions,  being 
equally  young,  and  inexperienced,  it  was  a  critical  moment 
If  we  consider  a  fonmdable  line,  which,  from  numbers,  great- 
ly out^flanked  our  first  line,  supported  by  an  equally  strong 
aeoond  Une^  the  glancing  of  whose  bayonets  was  seen  over  the 
heads  of  the  first ;  the  advance  of  so  preponderating  a  force 
on  the  three  regiments  of  the  first  brigade,  (the  second  being 
considerably  in  the  rear,)  was  sufficiently  trying,  particolarty 
tor  the  young  Highlanders.  Much  depended  on  the  event  of 
the  first  onset ;  if  that  were  successful,  thmr  native  courage 
would  be  animated,  and  would  afiterwards  stand  a  more 
severe  triaL  In  this  mutual  advance,  the  opposing  troops 
wexe  in  full  view  of  each  other,  which  enabled  our  men  to 
make  their  remarks  0a  the  marching,  ieoid  on  the  manner 
in  which  the  enemy  advanced.  They  did  not  always  pre- 
serve a  cwrect  steady  fine,  but  sometimes  allowed  openings 
and  intervals  by  careless  marching ;  showing,  as  the  soldiers 
observed,  that  they  did  not  march  so  steadily  as  they  them* 
selves  did.  Additional  circumstances  inspired  still  greater 
confidence.  I  have  ahe&dy  noticed  that  the'enemy^s  guns 
were  not  well  served,  and  pointed  too  high :  not  so  the  Bri- 
tish.  When  our  artillery  opened,  under  the  direction  of  Ma^ 
jar  Lemoine,  and  Captain  Dougal  Campbell,  no  practice 
oould  be  more  perfect  Every  shot  told,  and  carried  off  a  file 
of  the  enemy^s  line«  When  the  shot  struck  the  line,  two  or 
three  files,  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  men  thrown  down, 
gave  way,  leaving  a  momentary  opening  before  they  te- 
covered  and  closed  up  the  vitcancy.  The  inexperienced 
young  Highlanders,  believing  that  all  in  the  vacant  spaces 
had  been  carried  off,  shouted  with  exultation  at  the  evident 
superiority.  It  is  not  often,  that,  in  this  manner,  two  hostile 
lines  in  a  reciprocally  forward  movement,  at  a  slow  but 
firm  pace,  can  make  their  observations  while  advancing, 
with  a  seeming  determination  to  conquer  or  perish  on  the 
spot.  Those  criticisms  were,  however,  to  be  soon  checked 
by  the  mutual  forward  movement  on   which  they  were 
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ibimded.-  The  lines  were  fast  closing,  but  with  perfect 
regularity  and  firmness.  They  were  now  within  three 
hundred  yards  distance,  and  a  fire  having  commenced,  be- 
tween the  sharpdiooters  on  the  right,  it  was  time  to  pre- 
pare for  an  immediate  diock.  The  enemy  seemed  to  hesi- 
tate, halted,  and  fired  a  volley.  Our  line  also  halted,  and 
instantly  returned  the  salute,  and  when  the  men  had  re- 
loaded, a  second  volley  was  thrown  in.  *  As  soon  as  the 
smoke  had  cleared  ofi^,  so  that  the  enemy  could  be  seen,  the 
line  advanced  at  full  charge.  The  enemy,  with  seeming 
resolution  to  stand  the  shock,  kept  perfectly  steady,  till, 
apparently  intimidated  by  the  advance,  equally  rapid  and 
firm,  of  an  enemy,  too,  who,  they  were  taught  to  believe, 
would  fiy  before  them,  their  hearts  failed,  and  they  faced  to 
the  right  about,  and  fled  with  speed,  but  not  in  confusioo. 
When  they  approached  within  a  short  distance  of  their  se- 
cond line,  they  halted,  fronted,  and  opened  a  fire  of  mus- 
quetry  on  our  line,  which  did  not  follow  up  the  charge  to 
any  distance,  but  halted,  to  allow  the  men  to  draw  breath, 
and  to  close  up  any  small  breaks  in  the  line.  They  were 
soon  ready,  however,  to  advance  again.  A  constant  run^ 
ning  fire  was  now  kept  up  on  the  march,  the  enemy  con- 
tinuing the  same,  but  retiring  slowly  as  they  fired,  until 
they  threw  their  first  line  on  the  second.  They  then  seem- 
ed determined  to  make  a  resolute  stand,  thus  giving  our  line 
the  advantage  of  sooner  closing  upon  them ;  but  they  would 
not  stand  the  shock ;  they  gave  way  in  greater  confuaon  than 
in  the  first  instance.  They  had  now  lost  a  considerable 
number  of  men. 

*  The  precuion  with  which  these  two  volleys  were  fired^  and  their 
effect^  were  quite  remarkable.  When  the  clearing  off  of  the  nnoke 
(there  was  hardly  a  breath  of  wind  to  dispel  it)  enabled  us  to  see  the 
French  line,  the  breaks  and  vacancies  caused  by  the  men  who  had 
ftlkn  by  the  fire  appeared  like  a  palings  of  which  parts  had  been 
Ibrown  down  or  brolun.  On  our  side  it  was  so  diffi?renty  that,  ghinc- 
ing  akmg  the  rear  of  my  regiment^  I  counted  only  fourteen  who  bad 
fallen  ftom  the  enemy's  fire. 
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At'this  period  the  enemy^s  cavalry  attempted  to  charge, 
but,  either  from  the  horses  not  being  properly  broke,  or, 
rather  fifom  the  sharp  ruoDing  fire  kept  up  iu  their  faces,. 
the  dragoons  could  not,  with  all  their  exertions,  bring  theka 
to  the  charge.  At  last,  finding  their  efforts  unavailing, 
they  galloped  round  the  flanks  of  their  line  to  the  rear^ 
.turned  their  horses  loose,  and  fought  on  foot. 

Both  the  lines  of  the  enemy  were  now  cotbpletely  inter-^ 
mixed,  and  Regnicr,  who  was  seen  riding  about,  and,  from 
his  violent  gesticulations,  seemingly  in  great  a^tation,  seeing 
himself  completely  foiled  in  Iiis  attack  on  the  front,  and 
being  driven  back  more  than  a  mile,  made  an  attempt  to 
turn  the  left  flank.  For  this  purpose,  he  brought  some 
battalions,  by  an  oblique  movement,  to  the  British  left,  and 
gained  so  much  on  that  flank,  that  the  second  line  (the 
grenadier  battalions  and  S7th  re^ment  which  now  came  up 
under  General  Cole)  could  not  form  the  line  ill  continuation. 
Throwing  back  their  left,  they,  therefore,  formed  in  an  angle 
of  about  sixty  d^ees  to  the  front  line,  and,  in  this  posi- 
tion, opened  a  most  admirably  directed  and  destructive  fire, 
which  quickly  drove  back  the  enemy  with  great  loss. 
While  in  this  angular  formation,  the  fire  was  incessantly 
and  admirably  sustained,  till  a  circumstance  occurred  in  the 
centre  which  gave  the  enemy  a  momentary  advantage,  but 
from  which  they  afterwards,  suffered  severely. 

On  the  Ade  of  the  French  there  was  a  Swiss  re^ment, 
commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  family  of  Watteville ;  a  fa- 
mily which  had  also  a  regiment  in  our  service,  and  in  the 
field  that  day.  The  Watteville  regiment  in  the  French  ser- 
vice was  dressed  in  a  kind  of  light  claret  coloured  uniform, 
something  hke  scarlet  when  much  worn,  and  with  hats  so  much 
resembling  those  of  the  band  of  our  Watteville's,  that,  when 
this  corps  was  seen  advancing  from  their  second  line,  the 
Highlanders,  in  their  inexperience,  believed  they  were  our 
own,  who  had,  in  some  manner,  got  to  the  front ;  and  a 
word  passed  quickly  to  cease  firing.  The  fire  had,  accord- 
ingly,  slackened,  before  the  voice  of  the  mounted  ofiicers, 

VOL.  n.  u 


306  BOSMHIEJE  HIOHLANSfiM* 


whom  devatod  porition  enablod  than  to  dwtiiiguith  more 
dearly,  could  be  heard,  and  the  enemy,  bdiering  this  relaxft* 
tion  to  proceed  from  a  different  cause,  advanced  with  addi* 
tknal  boldness.  This  l»ougfat  them  so  closer  that  when  the 
men  were  undecdved  and  recommenced  firing,  it  was  with 
such  effect,  that,  in  ten  tmnutes,  the  front  was  deaied,  and  the 
0nemy  driven  back  with  great  precipitatioiu  Indeed,  tha 
predsionr  with  whidi  the  men  took  their  aim,  during  the 
whole  action,  was  admirable,  and  clearly  established  the 
perfect  self-possesoon  apd  coolness  of  their  minds. 

Unwilling  to  break  the  continuity  <^  the  narrative  of 
the  pioceecKngs  on  the  centre  and  the  left,  where  the  ac« 
tion  was  now  nearly  finished,  I  have  delayed  noticing  the 
movements  of  Lieutenant-Colond  Kempt^s  light  brigade* 
This  corps  had  for  some  time  been  exercised  in  an  uniform 
manner,  under  the  training  of  that  officer,  and  they  now 
even  exceeded  the  high  expectations  fonoed  of  them  and 
their  spirited  commander.  The  party  of  the  Corsican 
Bangers  attached  to  the  light  infantiy  were  on  the  right. 
When  the  line  advanced  within  reach  ci  musquetry,  they 
were  sent  out  on  the  flank  and  in  front  to  skirmish^  but,  on 
the  first  fire  from  the  enemy^s  sharpshooters,  they  retzeated 
in  gi^eat  haste.  *  This,  m  some  cases,  would  have  been  an 
inauspicioiis,  if  not  a  fatal  commencement  of  battle,  when  io 
much  was  to  be  done,  and  so  superior  a  force  to  be  qpposedL 
Boty  here,  this  repulse  did  not  extend  beyond  diose  who 

*  The  extended  scale  of  British  waHaie^  in  profiortion  to  oar  popa* 
latioii^  renders  the  employment  of  foreign  U^ops  indispensable.  Bat 
the  practice  of  filling  up  the  numbers  of  an  ^urmament^  or  expedi- 
tion, need  not  be  carried  so  fkr  as  to  place  untried  troops  of  other  nai; 
tions^n  the  front,  or  in  situations  where  thdr  failure  must  endsnfl^ 
the  safety  or  success  of  an  army.  It  woiild  be  unpleasant  to  state  in- 
stances  of  such  fkilures^  but  I  could  give  several  of  which  I  have  been 
an  eye-witness.  It  is  not  easy  to  see  the  necessity  of  placing  foreign 
troops,  many  of  whom  have  deserted  their  own  standards,  among  the 
choice  of  the  British  army,  before  their  courage  and  fidelity  had  been 
fairly  proved.  I  believe  General  Stuart  heartily  repented  the  amngs- 
ment  he  had  made. 


'ga?e  wqr  to  the  panic,  and  the  light  oompatiy  ci  the  SOth 
xepaasnty  who  had  the  right  of  the  line,  ruahcd  forward, 
and,  in  an  instant,  drove  off  the  party  which  had  advanced  on 
the  Ccfncana,  but  with  the  loss  of  Captain  MacLnne,  the 
ionly  officer  killed  on  that  day.  In  a  few  minutes  after  this, 
the  hostile  lines  came  within  charge  distance ;  and  the  left 
of  the  enemy  pushing  forward,  both  lines  had  neariy  met, 
"when,  ^^  at  this  momentous  crisis,  the  enemy  became  appal* 
led,  broken  and  endeavoured  to  fly,  but  it  was  too  late  ;-^- 
they  were  overtaken  with  the  most  dreadful  slau^&ter.*^  * 

I  now  return  to  the  centre  and  left,  whidi  continued  het^ 
ly  engaged,  always  vigorously  puslung  the  enemy,  who  still 
endeavoured  to  gain  upon  the  flank.  But  in  diis  he  was 
frustrated  by  the  continued  advance  of  die  Britidi,  who 
preserved  the  same  angular  formation,  Ae  first  Hne  moving 
directly  on  its  original  front,  and  the  second  in  an  oblique 
cBiection,  with  its  right  toudiing  the  left  of  the  first. 

The  Are  now  slackened,  the  enemy  having  lost  much 
ground,  being  repulsed  in  every  attempt,  and  having  sus^^ 
tained  an  unusual,  and,  indeed,  altogedier  an  extraordina- 
ty  loss  of  men.  But  General  Regnter,  despairing  of  sue- 
new  against  Colonel  Kempt'^s  li|^  corps  on  the  right,  and 
iliH  pushed  by  the  troops  in  the  centre  and  left,  prq)ared 
to  make  a  desperate  push,  in  order  to  take  our  line  in 
flank  on  die  left.  At  this  moment  the  80th  regiment 
marched  up,  and  lEbnned  on  the  left,  nearly  at  light  angles 
to  General  Cole^s  brigade.    This  regiqient  I'dd,  that  morn- 


>  Thj.order  of  bttUe  jn  both  armies  happened  to  be  such*  ihat  tl^e 
flnt  ligbi  infbntry  of  the  Pcencb,  who  might  be  called  the  ^Uie  of  their 
corps,  were  immediately  opposed  to  the  British  light  cozps.  ^t  was 
probably  owing  to  this  circumstcpicej  and  their  idea  of  their  supe- 
riority,  that  ihey  advanced  to  the  charge  on  Colonel  Kempt's  brigade, 
while  die  troops  to  Ihelr  tight  stood  withoot  adTandog  to  meet  tho 
eharge  of  the  Highlaodero  and  ^  Slat  rc^gunent  It  is  hardly  wortli 
while  to  notice  the  casual  coincidence  of  the  na^nes  of  the  corps  of  both 
armies:  the  French  had  a  light  corps^  a  42d,  a  grenadier  battalion,  an 
81st,  and  a  Wattevillc's  regiment.  But  our  Watte viUe'Sj  being  in  tho 
reserve,  was  never  brought  forward  to  the  front. 
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ing,  disembarked  in  the  Bay  from  Sicily,  (the  scarcity  of 
transports  preventing  their  earlier  arrival,)  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ross  having  landed  with  great  promptitude,  tJie 
moment  he  heard  the  firing,  moved  forward  with  such  cele- 
rity, that  he  reached  the  left  of  the  line  as  the  enemy  were 
pushing  round  to  turn  the  flank.  Colonel  Ross  formed  his 
regiment  with  his  right  supported  by  the  left  of  the  S7th, 
and  (^^sed  a  full  front  to  the  enemy.  This  reinforce- 
ment seemed  to  destroy  all  farther  hopes  of  the  enemy. 
So  feeble  was  this  last  attempt,  that  when  Colonel  Ross  or- 
dered out  80  men  to  act  as  sharpshooters  in  his  front,  they 
could  not  face  even  this  small  detachment. 

The  battle  was  now  over.     The  confidence  which  had  a- 
nimated  the  enemy  during  the  greater  part  of  the  action 
appeared  to  have  at  last  totally  forsaken  them ;  they  gave 
way  at  all  points,  in  the  greatest  confusion,  numbers,  to  as- 
sist their  speed,  throwing  away  their  arms,  accoutrements, 
and  every  incumbrance.     The  length  of  the  action,  the  ex- 
ces£ive  heat  of  a  mid-day  sun  in  the  south  of  Italy  on  the 
4th  of  July,  the  want  of  rest,  and  the  fatigue  xluring  the 
previous  night,  the  men  having  lain  on  their  arms,  and, 
above  all,  the  rapidity  with  which  the  enemy  retreated,  ren- 
dered tl^e  capture  of  many  prisoners  impossible.  The  light  in- 
fantry and  the  Highlanders  were  ordered  out  in  pursuit,  but 
in  vain ;  the  fugitives  ran  too  swiftly ;  neither  the  Highland* 
ers,  with  their  light  loose  garb,  nor  the  light  infantiy,  the 
choi(;e  of  th^  army,  could  overtake  them.     I  have  more 
than  once  had  occasion  to  mention,  that  few  things  increase 
aman'^s  speed  more  effectually  than  the  terror  of  a  bayonet 
or  bullet  in  his  rear.     The  pursuer,  having  no  such  excite- 
ment, will  not,  perhaps,  so  eagerly  exert  his  speed.    If  Ge- 
neral Stuart  had  on  this  day  had  a  few  hundred  cavalry  to 
gallop  round  the  flank,  and  intercept  the  flying  enemy  in 
front,  while  the  infantry  were  pursuing  in  their  rear,  the 
whole  must  have  surrendered. 
The  disadvantage  so  frequently  experienced  in  the  tran^ 
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i3(UUriile  expeditions  of  England,  oecastoned  by  the  want  of 
ships  for  the  conveyance  of  a  sufficient  number  of  troops, 
was  now  severely  felt ;  for  although  the  field  was  most  fa- 
vourable for  the  operations  of  cavalry,  that  arm  was,  on  the 
present  occasion,  tptally  wanting.     As  soon  as  the  ships  had 
landed  the  infantry  at  St  Euphemia,  they  were  ordered  . 
back  for  the  cavalry,  who  arrived  the  day  after  the  battle. 
Few  victories,  however,  have  been  more  complete,  and  as 
under  equal  advantages  of  groimd,  of  discipline  in  the  troops, 
and  abiUty  in  the  commanders,  a  hard  fought  battle  is  the 
n^re.  honourable,  if  gained  with  little  loss  to  the  victors, 
and  with  great  destruction  to  the  vanquished ;  so  that  en- 
gagement must  be  particularly  so  in  which  a  greatly  supe- 
rior force  is  totally  routed  with  a  loss  in  killed  of  more  than 
SO  to  1  ;•— that  is,  on  the  present  occasion,  with  a  loss  of 
1,300  killed  of  the  French  to  41  of  the  British.      The  dis. 
parity  of  numbers  being  so  great,  the  proofs  of  courage  and 
other  military  qualities,  on  the  part  of  the  victors,  are  con- 
clusive.   Equidly  decisive  were  tjie  advantages  on  the  side 
ef  the  victors,  in  r^ard  to  the  subsequent  operations  of  the 
campaign;  for  while  the  English  army  was,  on  the  following 
morning,  but  littie  dinnnisbed,  and  quite  prepared  to  meet  a 
fresh  opponent,  if  such  could  have  been  brought  against 
it,  the  enemy  were  so  dispirited,  that,  on  no  after  occa- 
c&on,  did  they  attempt  to  make  a  stated,  which,  indeed,  their 
reduced  numbers  rendered   impossible^      Their  loss  was 
1,800  killed,  imd  1,100  wounded,  left  on  the  field,  besides 
die  slightly  wounded  who  retired  to  their  rear.      Upwards 
of  SOO  of  the  lattet  were  taken  afterwards,  in  the  hospital 
at  Cortona,  on  the  opposite  coast  of  the  Adriatic. 

The  loss  of  the  British  was,  Captain  Maclaineof  the  20th 
rq^ent,  S  Serjeants,  and  41  rank  and  file,  killed ;  and  11 
officers,  8  serjeants,  and  S61  rank  and  file  wounded.  The 
loss  bf  the  Highlanders  was  7  rank  and  file  killed,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Patrick  Macleod,  Major  David  Stewart, 
Captains  Duncan  M^Pherson  and  Duncan  McGregor, 
Lieutenant  James  Mackay,  Ensign  Colin  Mackenzie,  Peter 
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McGregor,  4  seijeants,  1  drummer,  and  09  taiik  and  file, 
woundfed. 

It  m^bA  not  till  after  the  aedon  that  the  full  extent  of  the 
advantages  acquired,  and  the  numerical  superiority  of  the 
French,  were  completely  known.  The  reinforcements  ex- 
pected by  the  enemy,  by  the  supposed  non-arrival  of  which 
Sir  John  Stuart  was  induced  to  attack,  without  waiting  fer 
the  cavalry  and  the  20th  reg^ent,  had  jcnned  General 
Begnier  the  prisceding  evening,  and  had  augment^  his  ar« 
my  to  upwards  of  7,000  men.  *  But  this  accession  of  force, 
instead  of  securing  to  the  French  General  the  certain  ocm- 
quest  he  expected,  was,  in  fact,  the  probable  cause  of  his  de- 
feat The  additional  confidence  inspired  into  a  mind  al* 
ready  disposed  to  look  on  his  enemy  with  contempt,  made 
him  descend  from  a  position  so  easily  defensnble,  and  so  dif- 
ficult  of  approach,  that,  had  he  maintained  it,  the  bcddest 
«itempts  of  his  oppbtients  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  fruitless,  or,  if  successful,  ilttended  with  a  loss  which 
Would  have  rendered  fiirther  ojierations  impossible.  BUt^ 
blinded  by  excessive  confidence,  he  surrendered  this  great 
natural  advantage,  and  marched  down  to  the  plain,  ^^  to  drive 
the  English,**  as  he  said,  "  irito  the  sea."  f 

*  One  of  the  piaBoners,  an  officer.of  rank,  told  me  that  their  Ibroe 
exceeded  S^OOOj  but  returns  found  after  the  hattle  stated  the  number 
at  7,«00.  ' 

f  The  remarks  on  the  British  army,  in  General  Regnier's  work  bu 
the  expedition  to  Egypt,  and  his  attempts  to  lessen  the  honour  of  that 
conquest,  are  generally  known.  It  will  be  recdleeted,  that,  in  his  ao 
count  of  the  batde  of  Alexandria,  he  stated,  that  the  Highland  soldiers 
(of  the  42d)  took  shelter  under  the  bellies  of  the  French  horses.  I 
cannot  fully  contradict  this  assertion,  as  it  is  impossible  for  any  indivbi 
dual  to  see  every  circumstance  in  a  field  of  battle.  I  can  only  say,  I  saw 
nothing  like  the  fbct  thus  asserted,  nor  hare  I  ever  met  with  any  who 
did;  and  it  may  easily  be  supposed,  that  a  better  expedient  for  attain* 
ing  personal  safety  might  have  been  devised  than  that  of  creeping  vaom 
der  the  bellies  of  enraged  horses.  Indeed,  it  must  have  required  some 
courage  to  adopt  it;  considering  that  well  armed  dragoons  were  on  the 
backs  of  these  novel  protectors.  General  Regnier,  when  he  left  Mont^ 
Leone  to  meet  General  ^tudrt,  invited  the  inhabitants  to  a  giand  I9te, 
which  he  was  to  give  them  in  honour  of  his  victory. 


la  this  battle,  the  whole  finee  df  the  enemy  wm  biought 
bto  action.    On  the  side  of  the  British,  the  reserve  was  not 
brought  into  the  line  at  all.     Colonel  Kempt^s  brigade,  and 
the  Highlanders,  and  81  st  regiment,  composing  the  first 
line,  amounting  to  about  S,060  men,  drove  the  aiemj  to  a 
conriderable  distance,  forcing  back  thdr  first  line  on  thdr 
second,  and  had  completely  defeated  Regniet^s  object  in 
front,  before  our  second  line,  of  1 ,14S  men,  came  up.  These 
soon  drove  the  enemy  from  thdr  front,  so  that,  when  the  20th 
regiment,  conristing  of  564  men,  amved,  the  battle  was  sofiur 
finished,  that,  as  has  been  mentioned,  when  the  80men  order- 
ed by  Lieutenant-CJolonel  Boss  to  his  firont  advanced  to 
clear  the  ground,  the  total  rout  took  place.      And  thus,  in 
fact,  2,060  men  of  the  front  line  discomfited  the  enemy  in 
the  first  instance,  and  gave  a  complete  shock  to  their  san- 
guine hopes,  while  the  whole  number  of  British  engaged 
only  amounted  to  8,769  firelocks,  besides  50  artillery  men. 
But  however  complete  were  the  defeat  and  dispersion  of 
the  enemy,  this  short  campidgn  ended,  as  was  then  but  too 
common  in  our  expeditions,  from  the  want  of  a  sufficient 
force  to  preserve  what  had  been  previously  acquired.     In 
a  few  days  the  army  marched  to  Monte  Leone,  where  a 
quantity  of  stores  was  seized  and  destroyed,  and,  after  tr»- 
vernng  all  the  southern  peninsula  of  Calabria,  embaiiced  hi 
August  at  Reggio  for  Sicily,  but  not  before  the  malaria  or 
pestilential  air  of  the  country,  which  is  so  deadly  at  that 
season  of  the  year,  had  attacked  some  of  the  trdop& 
Lieutenant^Ccdonel  Johnstone  and  ^ght  officers  of  the  SBA. 
regiment  fell  a  sacrifice,  before  the  troops  passed  over  to 
Sidly,  where  Lieutenant-General  Fox  had  arrived  and  had 
taken  the  command,  on  the  29th  of  July.    In  a  few  months 
afterwards,  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John  Moore  arrived 
fhxn  England,  with  a  reinforcement  of  troops.  * 

*  The  ophtbahnia,  flrom  which  the  troops  in  the  HMitensBesn 
rafibred  so  much  a  fbw  years  befbre,  had  now  tntirely  disappeared  ia 
that  pert  of  the  worM>  and  a  ease  did  lot  oceur  til)  the  59d  and  other 
regiments,  then  arrived  under  Creneral  Moore,  bronght  the  dlseaae  from 
England,  where  they  had  caught  it  from  those  who  had  been  in  ESgypt 
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Sicily  BOW  oontoin^  a  oonsidehilde  Britkh  force,  but  no 
active  (^>eratibns  were  attempted  till  March  1807>  when 
Major-General  Mackenzie  Fraser  embarked  with  a  detach^ 
saent  of  artillery ^  the  SOth  light  dragoon^  the  Slst,  35th, 
78th,  De  Rollers  raiment,  and  the  corps  of  Chasseurs  Bri- 
tanniques,  having  with  him  Major-General  Wauchope  and 
Brigadier-Generals  the  Honourable  William  Stewart  and 
the  Honourable  Robert  Meade. 

The  object  of  this  armament  was  to  occupy  Alexandria, 
Rosetta,  and  that  part  of  the  coast  of  Egypt      The  troops 
sailed  on  the  6th  of  March.      Some  bad  weather  occurring 
on  the  passage,  the  Apollo  frigate,  with  nineteen  transports, 
parted  company,  but  the  Commodore,  with  the  others,  an- 
chored on  die  16th  off  Arabs  Tower,  to  the  west  of  Alex- 
andria.     Major  Misset,  who  had  been  left  as  British  Resi- 
dent, when   General   Stuart,  with  the  army,  evacuated 
Egypt  in  1802,  immediately  sent  off  letters  to  the  com- 
manders, pressing  them  to  land  immediately,  as  the  inhabit- 
ants were  favourably  disposed,  and  informing  them  that  the 
troops  in  garrison  did  not  exceed  500  men.      Owing,  how- 
ever, to  the  absence  of  so  large  a  proportion  of  his  force, 
the  General  hesitated  to  comply;  but  the  Rendent,  making 
more  urgent  representations  on  the  danger  of  delay,  part  of 
the  troops  were  landed  on  the  17th,  and  the  remainder  on  the 
18tb.     On  the  same  evening  they  moved  forward  with  an 
intention  of  attacking  the  city,  or  of  getting  round  to  the 
eastward,  beyond  Fompey's  Pillar,  in  order   thus  to  be 
nearer  their  supplies  from  the  fleet  in  Aboukir  Bay. 

in  1601 ;  and  thus  the  men  in  these  corps,  who  had  never  heen  fit>m 
home^  now  thread  the  contagion  among  the  troopa  in  Sicily.  It  seems 
eztraordinarj,  that  a  disease,  supposed  to  originate  firom  the  sun,  and  a 
white,  hot  soil,  should  be  retained  in  the  gloomy,  cloudy,  climate  of 
Enghmd  and  Scotland,  (Dundee'  tMurracks  were  strongly  infected  with 
it  for  several  years,)  and  totally  disappear  in  the  sunshine  of  the  Me- 
diterranefl%**more  particularly  in  Malta,  where  the  white  rocks,  re* 
fleeting  the  rays  of  the  sun  with  fbroe,  must  be  more  than  commonly 
fe^udidal  to  the  eyes.  An  inquiry,  by  a  competent  individual,  into  the 
causes  of  this  remarkable  &ct,  could  hardly  foil  to  prove  very  inte« 
resting* 
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The  troops  aUacked  and  forced  an  intrendwient  with  a 
deep  ditch,  having  Fort  de  Bains  on  its  right  flank,  mount* 
ed  witli  thirteen  guns,  which  played  with  little  effect. 
When  they  reached  Pompey^s  Pillat  they  found  the  garri- 
son prepared  to  receive  them,  and  the  walls  Uned  wiUi 
troths.  This  preparation  for  resistance  to  his  small  force 
induced  the  General  to  proceed  farther  to  the  eastward ; 
and,  accordingly,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  he  took  up  a 
position  on  the  ground  which  had  been  occupied  in  March 
1801.  On  the  SOth  the  town  was  summoned  and  sur* 
rendered  on  the  same  day.  In  the  evening  the  Apollo, 
with  the  other  transports  which  had  parted  company  in  the 
gale,  anchored  in  Aboukir  Bay ;  and,  on  the  22d,  Vice- 
Admlial  Duckworth,  with  a  fleet  from  the  Dardanelles,  ar- 
rived at  the  same  anchorage. 

On  the  S7th  of  March,  Major-General  Wauchope  and 
Brigadier-General  Meade,  with  the  31st  raiment,  and  the 
corps  of  Chasseurs  Britanniques,  were  detached  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  possesion  of  the  fort  and  heights  of 
Aboumondour  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  at  a  short  distance 
above  Rosetta,  and  from  thence  of  Rosetta  itself.  The 
first  part  of  the  service  was  accomplished  without  opposition. 

A  town,  like  Rosetta,  with  high  houses,  flat  roofed,  and 
windows  like  Joop-holes,  and  with  streets  only  a  few  feet 
wide,  forms  a  better  defence  to  a  weak  enemy,  than  a  wall- 
ed town  which  brave  troops  might  scale  in  the  face  of 
strong  opposition.  General  Wauchope,  in  the  firmness  of 
his  own  mind,  slighted  these  defences^  and  forgetting  that 
an  imbecile  enemy  may  become  formidable  if  placed  out  of 
danger,  he  marched  into  the  town  at  the  head  of  the  31st 
re^ment,*  directing  his  course  to  an  open  space,  or  market 
place,  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  The  streets  were  totally 
deserted,  not  a  sound  was  to  be  heard,  nor  a  person  to  be 
seen.  When  they  had  proceeded  half-way  to  the  market 
place,  in  an  instant  every  house  was  in  a  blaze  from  the 
first  floor  to  the  roof;  sliowers  of  musquetry  were  fired 
from  every  part,  while  the  troops  were  unable  to  return  a 
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flhot  with  any  effect  There  was  not  a  man  in  nght,  lior 
bad  they  any  thing  to  direct  thor  fire  bat  the  smoke,  and 
fladies  from  the  muzzles  of  their  opponents'*  guns,  pointed 
out  of  the  loop-hole  windows,  and  over  the  eaves  and  roofs 
of  the  houses*  To  remun  in  this  situation,  exposed  to  an 
inviflible  and  sheltered  enemy,  would  only  have  been  a 
sacrifice  of  the  troops.  They,  therefore,  retired  with  the 
loss  of  the  brave  Greneral  killed,  Greneral  Meade  wounded, 
and  mearly  800  soldiers  and  officers  killed  and  wound- 
ed. 

This  repulse  disconcerted  the  whole  enterprise,  and  the 
troops  retired  to  Aboukir,  whence  they  were  ordered  to 
Alexandria.  The  Gkneral  being  still  anxious  to  get  pos- 
session of  Rosetta,  a  second  attempt  was  made,  and  the 
S5th,  78th,  and  De  ■Rolle'^s  regiment,  were  ordered  on  this 
service,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  William 
Stewart  and  Colonel  Oswald ;  €reneral  Fraser  remaining 
at  Alexandria,  with  the  31st  and  the  Chasseurs. 

This  detachment  marched  on  the  3d,  and,  after  some 
trifling  skirmishes,  took  possession  of  Aboumondour  on  the 
7th  of  April.  ^  The  enemy  were  quickly  driven  into  the 
town,  which,  on  the  following  day,  was  summoned  to  sur- 
Tender.  The  su]!mnons  being  ineffectual,  batteries  were 
commenced,  and,  on  the  scfft  sandy  soil,  were  soon  ready  to 
open.  From  the  extent  of  the  town,  in  comparison  of  the 
limited  number  of  troops,  it  was  impossible  to  invest  the 
whole,  or  to  prevent  a  free  communication  across  the  Nile 
to  the  Delta,  whence  reinforcements,  and  supplies  of  pro- 
visions, could  be  easily  received.  A  line  was  taken  up  be- 
tween the  Nile  and  th&  gate  of  Alexandria.  The  batteries 
opened  their  fire,  but  with  little  effect,  on  the  heavy  and 
strong  masses  of  buildings.  The  shot,  plunging  and  burying 
itself  in  the  houses,  did  but  little  damage,  as  they  contained 
scarcely  any  furniture.  The  Turks  and  Albanians  gave 
themselves  no  concern  about  the  fate  of  the  inhabitants, 
looking  upon  them  with  the  same  indifference  as  the  Dey 
of  Algiers  did  on  his  subjects,  when  a  British  Admiral 
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threfltcftied  to  bombard  and  blow  the  town  about  his  ears. 
fie  asked  what  would  be  the  probable  e3cpence  to  the  Eng- 
Hsh  of  destroying  the  town,  and  being  informed,  answered, 
*^  At  that  rate,  and  to  save  them  some  mcmej,  I  will  under- 
take to  do  it  mysdf  for  half  the  piiee.^ 

There  was  but  %tde  chance  that  such  an  enemy  would 
be  affected  by  the  destruction  of  lives  or  houses.  Gkneral 
Stewart  was  wounded  at  the  commencement  of  these  opera- 
tions, but,  with  his  usual  spirit  and  zeal,  he  refused  to  re- 
tire, on  Hocount  of  a  wound  that  did  not  totally  disable  him, 
and  kept  the  field  during  the  whole  time.  Al  this  period, 
much  was  expected  from  the  co-operation  of  the  Mamalukes 
ffom  Upper  Egypt,  but  no  intelligence  had  hitherto  been 
received  respecting  them. 

On  the  16th,  Major  Macdonell,  of  the  TBthj  with  9S0 
men,  and  Lieutenant  John  Robertson,  with  40  seamen,  from 
the  Tigre,  were  detached  across  the  river  opposite  to  Abou- 
tnondour,  to  destroy  some  batteries  which  the  enemy  had 
erected  oh  the  Delta,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  our  batteries 
in  flank.    After  a  considerable  circuit  to  prevent  his  move- 
ments from  bang  observed.  Major  Maodonell  came  upon  the 
retir  of  the  batteries  at  sim-rise,  and  attacked  the  enemy 
wifh  such  spirit  and  vigour,  that  an  efl^tual  resistance  was 
iih][)racticable.    He  immediately  turned  the  guns  upon  the 
town,  but,  the  enemy  soon  collecting  in  force,  he  destroyed 
the  batteries,  embarked  the  guns>  and  recrossed  the  river, 
with  only  4  men  wounded. 

On  the  19th,  little  impresaon  was  made  on  the  town,  mir 
was  there  any  appearance  of  the  Mamalukes ;  while  the 
enemy  were  increasing  in  number  and  boldness,  and  made 
several  attacks  on  die  picquets,  and  advanced  posts  between 
the  Lake  Etko  and  £1  Hamet,  one  of  the  picquets,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Rheinach  of  De  Rolled  being  cut  off, 
and  the  whole  either  killed  or  taken. 

EI  Hamet  is  a  village  nearly  ^  miles  farther  up  the  ^e 
above  Bosetta.  A  dry  canal,  with  a  broad  dike  or  embank- 
ment, runs  between  the  Nile  and  the  Lake  Etho,  a  distance 
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ci  about  two  miles.    Major  VogeLMUig  of  De  BoUe\  with  a 
detachment  of  bis  regiment,  had  been  sent  to  El  Hamet,  and, 
on  the  SOtliy  Lieutenant-Colonel  Macleod,  with  five  ooih- 
panies  of  the  Highlanders,  two  of  the  35th  regiment^  and  a 
few  cavalry  and  artillery,  was  ordered  to  reinforce  and  take 
the  command  of  the  position  which  must  have  been  of  im- 
portance, because  otherwise  it  would  not  have  been  establish- 
ed, at  such  a  distance  from  the  army,  as  to  reader  imme^ 
diate  support  impossible,  if  attacked  by  a  superior  fcnrce. 
When  Colonel  Macleod  arrived,  he  .stationed  his  men,  a- 
mounting  to  7S0,  in  three  divisions,  proportioning  the  dra- 
goons and  artillery  between  each :   one  party  on  the  banks 
of  the  Nile,  one  in  the  centre,  and  the  third  on  the  dry 
canal.     The  ground  was  well  adapted  for  the  movements  of 
.  cavalry,  without  any  impediment  except  what  the  dike  and 
dry  canal  presented.     On  the  evening  of  the  80th  all  ^as 
quiet^  but  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  about  seventy 
gherms,  or  large  boats,  full  of  troops,  were  seen  slowly 
descending  the  Nile,  and  numerous  bodies  of  cavalry  col- 
lecting round  the  British  posts,  which  remained  in  their 
different  detached  positions.     Colonel  Macleod  proceeded 
to  the  post  on  the  right,  occupied  *  by  a  company  of  the 
85 th  and  the  Highland  grenadiers,  with  an  intention  of 
concentrating  his  force,  and,  if  unable  to  make  an  effectual 
,  opposition,  of  retreating  to  the  camp  at  Rosetta. 

The  enemy  landed  from  their  boats  with  unusual  alert- 
ness, and  advanc»ed  on  the  left  and  centre  posts,  while  the 
cavalry,  with  a  body  of  Albanian  infantry,  surrounded  the 
right  of  the  position,  and  attacked  it  from  all  points  with 
great  fury.  Forming  a  circle  round  the  position,  they  fired 
in  their  usual  confused  maimer,  and  directing  their  shot 
with  so  little  aim  to  the  centre,  that,  passing  over,  it 
struck  their  own  men  and  horses  on  the  opposite  side.  But 
their  numbers  and  their  bravery  supplied  the  deficiency  of 
discipline.  The  cavalry,  charging  up  to  the  points  of  the 
bayonets,  attempted  to  cut  the  soldiers  down  in  the  front  of 
the  square,  which  was  every  minute  thinning  in  numbers. 
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iumI  leflsening  in  ctxtoit^  the  soldierft  clo»ng  in  upon  the  ▼&- 
<»neie8,  as  their'coiiirades  fell.  Completely  surrounded  as 
ihey  were,  they  could  not  venture  to  charge  to  either  front 
of  the  square ;  for,  if  they  attempted  to  advance  on  one 
iiront,  an  equal  number  of  iJie  enemy  were  ready  to  attack 
them  in  the  rear  the-  instant  they  faced.  Thus  were  they 
beset  on  every  front  by  a  force  so  numierous,  that  the  oavaL 
ry,  in  th^  different  evolutions,  as  they  advanced  on  the 
square,  and  were  forced  to  retreat  by  its  fire,  firequenttf 
impeded  thdr  own  movements  by  crossing  and  jostling  each 
other.  But  the  boldness  of  their  attacks,  however  irregular^ 
and  the  dexterity  with  which  they  handled  the  sword,  prov- 
ed  destructive  to  the  British.  Colonel  Macleod  and  all  the 
officers  were  killed  except  Captain  Mackay  of  the  Highland* 
ers,  who  was  severely  wounded.  * 

But  neidier  the  loss  of  their  officers,  nor  the  perseverance 
of  the  enemy,  could  dismay  the  few  now  remaining,  or  shake 

*  Seijeant  John  Macrae^  a  young  man^  about  tweuty-two  years  of  8ge> 
but  of  great  size  and  strength  of  arm^  showed  that  the  broad  sword,  in 
a  firm  hand^  is  as  good  a  weapon  in  dose  fighting  as  the  bayonet  If 
the  first  push  of  the  bayonet  misses' its  aim,  or  happens  to  be  parri^, 
'it  18  not  easy  to  reoorer  the  weapon,  and  repeat  the  thmst,  when  the 
enemy  is  bdld  ei^ough  to  stand  firm  ;  but  it  is  not  so  with  the  sword, 
^hic]^  may  be  readily  withdrawn  from  its  blow,  wielded  with  celerity, 
and  directed  to  any  part  of  the  body,  particularly  to  the  head  and 
arms,  whfle  its  motions  defend  the  person  using  it.  Macrae  killed  six 
men,  cutting  them  down  with  bis  bMad  sword,  (of  the  kind  osnally' 
worn  by  seij^ ants  of  Higldand  oorps,)  when  at  last  he  made  a  dash  out 
pi  the  ranks  09  a  Turk>  whom  he  cut  down ;  but,  as  he  was  returning 
to  the  square,  he  was  killed  by  a  blow  from  behind,  his  head  bdng 
nearly  split  in  two  by  the  stroke  of  a  sabre.  Lieutenant  Christopher 
Macrae,  whom  I  have  already  mentioned  as  having  faroi^t  eighteen 
men  of  his  own  name  to  the  regiment  ae  part  of  his  quota  of  lecruitB 
for  an  ensigncy,  was  killed  in  this  affiiir,  with  six  of  lus  followers  and 
namesakes,  besides  the  seijeant.  On  the  passage  to  Lisbon,  in  October 
1805,  the  same  scrjeant  came  to  me  one  evening,  crying  like  a  child, 
and  complaining  that  the  ship's'  cook  had  called  him  English  names, 
which  he  did  not  understand,  and  thrown  some  ftt  in  his  fkce.  Thus  a 
lad,  who  in  ld05  was  so  sofk  and  so  childish,  displayed  in  1807  a  ooa» 
f9g/d  and  vigour  worthy  a  hero  of  Ossian.  l 
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their  SxmxneBSf  wbidi  was  then  the  mate  fieoeamatj^  m  thmr 
diminished  numbers  gave  fresh  ^mimation  to  tibe  enemy. 
At  lengthy  when  there  were  only  eleven  of  the  Highlanders^ 
and  an  equally  small  number  of  the  S5th,  left  standing,  Csap^ 
tain  Mackay,  seeing  that  farther  resistance  would  only  ex. 
pose  the  wIk^  to  q)eedy  destruGticm,  determined  to  make  a 
deqperate  push  to  join  die  centre.  He  charged  throi^  the 
enemy,  when  several  succeeded  in  gaining  the  position,  hot 
others  dzojqped  on  the  way,  either  killed  or  wounded.  Cap- 
tain  Mackay  was  wounded  in  two  places  befoce  he  pushed 
off  to  the  centre  position.  Wh^i  he  had  nearly  reached 
the  post,  an  Arab  horseman  cut  at  his  neck  with  such  foroe^ 
that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  cape  of  his  coat,  and  a  stuffed 
neckcloth,  both  of  which  were  unu8uallydudc,his  head  would 
no  doubt  have  been  severed  fixmi  his  body.  Am  it  was,  the 
sabre  cut  to  the  bone,  and  laid  him  Bat  on  the  gtonnd, 
when  he  was  taken  up  and  carried  in  to  the  post  by  his  ser* 
jeant,  the  only  individual  who  escaped  unhurt  The  mus- 
cles of  the  neck  were  so  much  injured,  that  they  could  not 
bear  the  weight  of  the  head  without  support,  tiU  some  time 
afterwards,  that  the  parts  had  united  and  gained  strength. 

Having  been  successful  on  the  right,  the  enemy  attacked 
the  other  posts  with  less  vigour,  being  apparently  satisfied 
with  siuTounding  each  till  the  fate  of  the  operations  on  the 
r^ht  should  be  decided,  and  thus  preventing  any  move- 
ment for  its  relief.  Unfortunately  the  officers  in  dbarge  of 
these  posts,  either  from  want  of  orders,  or  some  other  cause, 
made  no  attempt  to  close  on  each  other,  or  on  the  post  so 
hotly  engaged.  The  enemy,  by  the  destruction  of  that  post, 
having  ginned  an  accessixm  of  disposable  force,  turned  their 
whole  weight  on  the  centre,  which  made  less  resistance. 
The  commanding  officer  hung  out  a  white  hsndkerchief  as 
a  token  of  submission,  and  the  signal  b^ing  understood,  the 
filing  cieosed*  The  same  took  place  on  the  left,  and  now  an 
(extraordinary  scene  followed,  in  the  struggle  and  scrambling* 
of  the  enemy  for  prisoners,  who,  according  to  the  custom  of 
the  Turks,  i>ecame  the  private  property  of  the  person  who 
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took  tlwiii)  and  for  eadi  of  whom  a  ransom  was  expected. 
In  this  contest  for  prue-money,  the  men  were  pulled  and 
hauled  about  with  little  ceremony,  and  were  immediately 
mardkeda  diort  distance  up  the  river,  when  every  Turkidi 
soldier  received  payment  on  the  spot  for  his  prisoners,  at  the 
rate  of  seven  dollars  a  head.  During  these  transactions,  a 
number  of  horsemen  were  galloping  about,  each  with  the 
head  of  a  British  soldier  stuck  oi^  the  point  of  his  lance. 

The  treatment  on  the  way  to  Cairo  was  sueh  as  might 
have  been  expected  from  such  ferocious  conductors,  who, 
on  the  morning  after  the  battle,  exhibited  in  front  of  the 
place  of  confinement  a  pile  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  stuff* 
ed  scalps,  arranged  in  regular  order.  When  the  capdves 
arrived  at  Cairo,  they  were  paraded  tlunugfa  the  city  for 
seven  hours,  exposed  to  all  khids  of  scoBa  «id  insultsof  the 
people^  who  cried,  ^  There  are  our  English  Jrietuky  who 
came  from  their  ships  to  kill  us  and  our  diildren.**  This 
was  a  melanchdiy  contrast  to  the  esteem  in  iriiidi  the  Bii- 
tish  were  held  in  tlie  same  country  a  few  years  preceding, 
and  perhaps  it  was  not  without  cause  that  the  people  com- 
plained of  this  unexpected  attack  and  invasion  of  their 
ixwntry  by  those  whom  they  had  looked  upon  as  thdbr  friends 
and  ddiverers:  Howev^,  at  the  ccmdusictei  of  this  morti. 
fying  procession,  the  officers  were  conducted  to  the  presence 
of  -  the  Pacha,  who  expressed  great  regret  that  any  change 
of  measures  in  England  should  have  occadoned  such  an  at- 
tack on  their  ancient  allies  and  friends,  asserted  that  he  was 
himself  friendly  to  the  English,  and  promised  them  protec 
tion  and  good  usage  while  under- his  command ;  a  pledge 
which  he  honourably  and  completely  redeemed. 

During  the  proceedings  at  El  Hamet,  General  Stewart, 
aware  of  the  cridcal  situation  of  the  detachment,  imme- 

* 

diately  got  under  anns,  and  marched  towards  Etko,  on  the 
aopposition  that  Colonel  Madeod  had  retreated  in  that  di- 
rection; but  seeing  no  appearance  of  the  detachment,  he 
turned  towards  El  Hamet,  where,  on  his  arrival,  nothing 
was  seen  but  the  wrecks  of  the  recent  disaster*    No  altema- 
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tive  now  remained,  but  to  retire  to  Alexandria,  somMinded 
by  the  enemy,  who  sallied  out  from  Rosetta  when  the  te^ 
treat  commenced.  The  march  was  over  a  sandy  plain,  a£* 
fording  great  advantage  to  the  enemy^s  cavalry,  of  which 
they  boldly,  but  ineffectually,  endeavoured  to  avail  them- 
•elves ;  the  85th  and  78th  opening  so  steady  a  fire  as  to  re- 
pulse them  on  every  advance,  and  to  keep  them  at  such  a 
distance^  that  they  could  make  no  impression,  while  the  re- 
giment itself  suffered  little  or-  no  loss.  This  was  the  last 
hostile  attack  on  either  side*  The  army  remained  in  Alex- 
andria till  the  S3d  of  September,  when  the  whole  embarked, 
(the  prisoners  at  Cairo  having  been  restored  by  capitulation,) 
and  sailed  for  Sicily. 

The  troops  were  comparatively  healthy  while  in  Egjrpt, 
and  the  deaths  few.  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  a  prDmift- 
ing  officer  of  the  Highlanders,  died  of  fever,  and  a  num- 
ber of  the  men  were  affected  with  ofdithalmia.  After 
the  army  i^tumed  to  Sicily,  the  regiments  were  sent  to  dif- 
ferent destinations;  the  78th  joined  an  expedition  under 
Sir  John  Moore  intended  for  Lisbon,  but  they  were  after- 
wards ordered  for  England,  where  they  landed,  and  were 
quartered  in  Canterbury  in  the  spring  of  1808.  From  this 
place  they  proceeded  te  Little  Hampton  in  Sussex,  prepani. 
tory  to  the  drafting  of  the  men  to  reinforce  the  first  batta- 
lion in  India.  * 

*  The  men  were  still  subject  to  ophthalmia,  the  diaeafle  floiuethfieB 
breaking  out,  and  then  subsiding  so  suddenly,  as  within  two  days  to 
leave  no  other  appearance  than  a  slight  weakness  in  the  eyes.  These 
attacks  were  frequently  occasioned  by  the  north-east  wind ;  and,  being 
temporary,  the  sui^eon  reported  those  only  who  were  actually  un- 
able to  perform  their  duty.  A  circumstance  occurred,  however,  which 
led  to  an  investigation  as  to  the  cause  of  the  frequent  recurrence  and 
disappearance  of  this  disease.  A  medical  inspector,  going  round  the  dis- 
trict to  view  the  different  hospitals,  came  to  the  barracks  of  the  78th 
one  morning,  after  a  field  exercise,  the  wind  having  come  round  to  the 
north-east  while  the  men  were  in  the  field.  Without  reporting  his 
arrival,  he  went  immediately  to  the  barracks,  and  was  astonished  to 
find  upwards  of  200  of  the  men  labouring  under  an  apparently  vi- 
rulent ophthalmia,  with  yellow  matter  discharging  from  theur  eyes. 


At  (his  time  several  changes  took  place  amoaig  the  field- 
officers  of  this  regimeDt  LieiUenant-Cokmdl  Hercules 
Scott  of  the  Isl  battalkm  was  reinoved  to  the  lOSd  T^pmeat^ 
aod  was  succeeded  by  Major  John  M adeod  from  the  56th. 
Miyor  David  Stewart  was  promoted  to  the  Lieutenant-Ccdo- 
nfeky  of  the  Royal  West  India  Rangers,  and  was  succeed- 
td  by  Mi^or  Robert  Hamilton  from  the  79th  Highlanders. 

The  imperfect  sketch  which  I  have  thus  attempted  to  ff^e 
of  the  service  of  this  battalion  will  convey  some  idea  of  the 
character  of  the  young  men  who  composed  it  They  had 
now  been  together  four  years,  and  had  assumed  the  form 
and  manners  of  experienced  troopsb  When  they  embarked 
at  Portsmouth  less  than  three  years  bef<»^  they  werein  re- 
ality  boys  in  their  habits,  as  well  as  in  their  appearance.  This 
manly  charaoter  was  acquired  at  the  expence  of  no  material 
loss  of  their  original  simple  habits*  Indeed,  I  may  say,  that 
there  was  no  change  of  principles  or  of  morals.  Notwith^ 
standing  the  buoyancy  of  spirits,  and  the  happiness  exp^ 
rieoced  on  returning  in  safety  to  their  native  country,  and 
a  considerable  supply  of  money  saved  during  their  long  con* 
finement  on  board  ship  from  Egypt,  not  an  individuaLcame 

ivhich  were  at  the  same  time  in  a  state  of  high  inflammatioa ;  while 
only  three  cases  had  heeD  reported  by  the  surgeoD.  This  appeared  so 
extraordinary,  that  he  immediately  left  the  barracks,  and  stated  the 
circumstance  to  the  Medical  Board,  who  called  upon  the  surgeon  to 
account  fbr  his  conduct.  At  thai  time  I  commanded  the  regiment ; 
and,  being  partly  implicated^  both  firom  my  having  inadvertently  been 
the  occasion  of  this  particular  access  of  disease^  by  keeping  the  men  in 
the  field  after  the  wind  had  changed,  and  having  also  recommended  to 
the  surgeon  not  to  return  such  ophthalmia  cases  as  never  kept  the  men 
'  from  their  duty,  I  therefisre  stated  the  case  very  fhlly  to  the  Medical 
Board  ;  adding,  that,  on  any  day  when  the  wind  was  etsteiiy,  I  eoutd 
•how  half  the  regiment  alfetited  with  an  appar^atly  vurulent  ephthdbnia^ 
while,  in  two  days  afterwards,  if  the  weather  i^as  vuld,  and  the  wind 
south  or  west,  all  appearance  of  disease  would  have  wholly  disappeared. 
The  surgeon's  conduct  was  approved,  and  directions  given  not  to 
expose  the  men  unnecessarily  in  the  state  of  the  weather  which  seem- 
ed to  affect  them  so  pccuHarly. 
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under  the  iiotice  of  the  commanding'officer  for  any  fault  Ae^ 
flenring  tyf  punislm^t     For  many  months  the  gwutl-hoiisey 
die  usual  place  of  confinement,  was  empty ;  the  only  re- 
straint required  for  any  negligence  or  breMh  of  orders,  was 
a  confinement  for  a  day  or  more  within  die  barrack-^yard, 
while  their  comrades  were  under  no  restraint.     The  ofiicers, 
who  were  as  young  and  inexperienced  as  the  soldiers,  had 
now  also  acquired  professionfd  knowledge  and  experience, 
and  lived  together  in  the  habits  of  friendship,  and  in  the 
confidential  indmacy  of  a  family.     The  same  happy  cordi- 
ality extended  to  the  men,  and  influenced  their  conduct. 
This  was  so  well  known  at  head-quarters,  that,  from  the  re- 
collection of  the  feeling  exhibited  at  Hythe  in  1805,  and  the 
regret  expressed  by  the  men  when  the  same  field-officer  was 
promoted  to  another  regiment,  he  was  directed  to  remain  for  a 
ceruun  dme  in  the  command  of  men  between  whom  and  him* 
self  such  sendments  existed ;  it  being  considered  de«raUe 
Aat  no  separation  should  take  place  till  the  soldiers  were  re- 
conciled to  it,  and  the  causes  and  circumstances  explained* 
The  officer  who  was  appointed  to  the  battalion  was  directed 
not  to  join  or  interfere  in  the  command.    But,  to  men  actu- 
ated by  such  feelings  and  principles  as  these,  it  was  only 
necessary  to  explain  their  duty,  and  what  tbeir  King  and 
country  expected  of  them,  as  was  seen  in  this  instance.     Af- 
ter tenoning  some  dme  with  the  battalion,  the  officer  in 
question  applied  for  leave  to  join  his  new  corps ;  the  officer 
recently  promoted  joined,  and  took  the  command  of  the 
battalion ;  and  tlie  former  parted  with  his  old  friends,  im- 
pressed with  those  sentiments  of  regret,  esteem,  and  attach- 
ment, which  their  conduct  in  general,  and  towards  him  in 
pardcular,  called  for  from  him. 

A  short  dme  previous  to  this  period,  a  detachment  of  400 
men  embarked  for  India  to  reinforce  the  first  battalion  in 
Bombay.  ^    The  second  battalion  was  ordered  to  the  Isle  of 

«  The  personal  appearance  of  this  detachment  attracted  particular 
notice.    Of  the  400  men,  350  were  volunteers  firom  Perthsbhre,  Ron- 
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Wight,  and  remiuned  there  till  Augu^  1809,  when  a  de- 
tadiment  of  870  men,  with  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers,  was  incorporated  with  a  battalion  commanded  by 
die  Honourable  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cochrane,  and  ordered 
to  join  the  expedition  to  Zealand,  under  the  Earl  of  Chat- 
ham. At  the  conclusion  of  this  service,  they  returned  tp 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  considerably  affected  by  the*  Walcheren 
fever  and  ague.  Although  few  died,  it  was  not  till  the  foU 
lowing  year  that  the  men  recovered  their  usual  strength  and 

• 

•hire^  and  other  Scotch  militia  r^ments ;  and  of  these  880  were  six 
feet  and  upwards^  with  strength  of  limb  and  person  equal  to  their 
height. 

In  oonacquenee  of  a  wound  received  at  Maida,  which  annoyed  me 
ibr  many  years,  I  was  obliged  to  vetam  to  Scotland,  and  did  not  join 
lay  regiment  again  till  after  the  expedition  to  Egypt  in  1S07 ;  but,  as 
the  wound  was  in  the  arm,  it  did  not  disable  me  for  travelling.  I 
therefore  employed  part  of  the  time  I  was  absent  in  procuring  men  for 
the  regiment ;  and  when  the  act  passed  for  allowing  volunteers  from 
the  miKtia,  I  went  to  the  quarters  of  several  Scotch  militia  r^menta^ 
aad  got  a  considerable  number  o£  volunteers^  particularly  fW>m  my 
county  regiment  th^  Perthshire,  then  stationed  in  Kent. 

As  these  volunteers  were  destined  for  India,  they  expressed  a  stroiie; 
desire  to  return  to  Scotland  and  visit  their  iriends  once  more.  I  therefore 
represented  the  circumstance  to  the  Duke  of  York,  through  the  Adju« 
tent-General^  when  his  Royal  Highness,  with  that  kind  and  gracious 
feeling  he  baa  ever  shown  towards  soldiers,  complied  with  their  r&« 
quest,  and  all  the  volunteers  were  accordingly  ordered  to  Perth.  I 
mention  the  circumstance  more  particularly  on  account  of  the  influ- 
ence this  attention  to  thei/  wishes  had  upon  the  soldiers  and  their 
conduct.  While  their  personal  appearance  was  such  as  I  hare  al- 
veady  described,  they  were  equally  conspicuous  for  regularity  and  every 
dnty  becoming  good  soldiers ;  and,  as  they  often  declared,  they  were 
anxious  to  prove,  by  their  conduct,  that  they  were  worthy  of  the  kind- 
ness  lAiown  them.  When  the  orders  for  their  removal  to  England,  to 
embark  for  the  East  Indies,  arrived  in  Perth,  all  to  a  man  expressed 
their  gratitude  to  the  Duke  of  York  for  allowing  them  to  see  their  n»« 
tive  country  and  friends  before  their  departure.  Such-  are  the  happy 
consequences  of  condescending  attention  to  the  feelings  of  good  men, 
and  so  easy  a  thing  is  it  to  secure  the  duUM  gratitude  of  a  true  sol- 
dier, who,  when  thus  treated,  will  die  at  his  post  rather  than  fiul  in 
bis  duty  to  his  King  and  his  country. 
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ingoar.  In  1810,  all  who  were  fit  for  service  in  an  eastem 
climate  were  embarked,  and  joined  the  first  battalion  at  Gofl 
a  short  tin^e  previous  to  the  embarkation  of  the  expedition 
against  l^tavia  in  1811.  This  reinforcement,  in  addiuon 
to  the  fine  detachment  just  mentioned,  and  which  had  join- 
ed some  tiriie  previously,  enabled  the  78th  to  take  the  fidd 
under  General  Achmuty  in  as  complete  condition  as  aily 
regiment  ever  seen  in  the  East  Indies ;  indeed,  few  battalions 
have  exceeded  them  in  appearance,  character,  and  efliciency 
in  any  service. 

The  ofBcers,  non-commissioned  ofiicers,  and  men  left  be- 
hind with  the  second  battalion  were  ordered  to  Aberdeen, 
where  they  were  stationed  neatly  four  years,  employed  in  the 
necessary  duty  of  recruiting,  but  with  very  moderate  success 
in  respect  to  numbers,  although  the  recruits  were  of  a  good 
description,  being  all  healthy  country  lads,  with  dispositions 
unadulterated,  and  ready  to.  receive  every  good  impression. 
They  were>  also,  what  all  national  corps  ought  to  be,  natives 
of  the  county  whose  name  they  bore.  It  was  not,  however, 
till  December  181S,  that  they  mustered  400  men,  when  they 
embarked  for  Holland,  landed  there,  and  joined  the  army 
under  Lieutenant^General  Sir  Thomas  Graham. 
.  Early  in  January  1S14,  the  Prussian  General  Bulow,  in- 
tending to  circumscribe  the  operations  of  the  enemy  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Antwerp,  attacked  them  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  11th,  and,  after  an  obstinate  resistance,  drove  the 
enemy  to  die  neighbourhood  of  the  Brischat,  whence  they 
retired  tho  following  day,  on  the  farther  advance  of  the 
Prussians,  and  took  up  a  position  close  to  Antwerp.  Dur- 
ing these  operations.  General  Graham  moved  forward  the 
divbions  of  Major-Generals  Cooke  and  Kenneth  Macken- 
zie, to  cover  the  right  of  the  Prussians,  and  to  be  ready  to 
cooperate  with  and  support  their  attack.  While  they  were 
engaged  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  to  the  left  of  Merexem, 
General  Mackenzie,  with  a  detachment  of  the  Rifle  Corps, 
and  the  78th  re^ment,  supported  by  the  second  battalion  of 
the  25th,  and  the  83d  regiment,  attacked  this  village,  oc-. 


B0SB-8HIRE  HIOHLAMOEBS.  9^5 

cupied  by  a  ocmsidenible  body  of  tcoops.  The  only  ap- 
jumch  was  by  the  high^  road;  which  entered  the  villi^  at 
the  centre.  On  this  point  the  enemy  were  drawn  up  ia 
force,  seemingly  prepared  to  make  a  determined  reostance. 
The  Highlanders  leading,  advanced  in  column,  both  flanks 
of  which  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  who  occu"* 
pied  the  houses  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  entrance  into 
the  village.  If  the  advance,  in  such  circumstances,  had 
been  slow  ox  hesitating,  the  loss  must  have  been  considers 
able ;  but  ^  an  immediate  charge  with  the  bayonet  by  the 
78th,  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lindsay,  decided  the 
contest.^  ^  The  enemy  were  routed  at  all  points  with  con- 
siderable loss,  and  forced  to  take  shelter  in  Antwerp,  while 
that  of  the  Highlanders  was  trifling  in  comparison  of  the 
nature  and  importance  of  the  service  performed.  ^^  No  ve^ 
ierana  ever  behaved  better  than  those  men  who  then  met  the 
enemy  for  the  first  time*  The  discipline  and  intrepidity  of 
the  Highland  battalion,  which  had  the  good  fortune  to  lead 
the  attack  into  the  village,  reflect  equal  credit  on  the  of*- 
ficers  and  the  men.  The  same  spirit  was  manifested  by  the 
other  troops  employed,^ 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that,  although  the  individuals  were 
jchanged,  there  was  no  change  of  character,  and  that  the  ho- 
nour and  good  name  of  their  native  country  were  nobly  up- 
held by  those  boys,  of  whom  only  forty-three  exceeded 
twenty  two  years  of  age. 

The  loss  was,  Lieutenant  William  Mackenzie,  Ensign 
James  Ormsby,  and  9  rank  and  file,  killed ;  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  John  Macleod,  (commanding  abrigade,)  Lieutenants 
William  Bath,  John  Chisholm<|  and  26  rank  and  file,  wound- 

ed.t 

*  Genenl  Gvaham's  Dispatch. 

t  The  nmnber  of  the  enemy  at  Merexem  was  estimated  at  3,000 
men*  Buonaparte,  who  was  not  prone  to  miscalculate  against  him- 
•self,  acknowledged  fom:  hattalions  in  his  account  of  this  affair.  Taking 
the  lowest  calculation,  a  sufficient  number  ia  left  to  show  the  spirit  of 
the  young  men  who  led  this  attack,  which  so  quickly  defeated  the  enemy 
with  a  loM  ofkiUed,  wounded,  taken,  and  drowned  in  the  ditches  in  their 
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The  battatioQ  was  pot  employed  in  the  attempt  on  Ber* 
gen-op-Zoom  on  the  8th  of- March  following.  Had  the  re- 
sult of  that  bold  enterprise  been  as  successful  as  the  previous 
plan  was  admiralty  conceived,  and  had  it  not  been  discon- 
certed by  one  of  those  unforeseen  nusfortunes  which  often 
ruin  the  best  laid  designs/and  this,  too,^  after  the  command*- 
«r  had  completely  accomplished  his  share  of  the  duty  by 
lod^ng  his  troops  within  the  walls,  and  after  they  got  pos- 
session of  eleven  of  the  fifteen  bastions  which  compose  the 
garrison,  the  capture  of  Bergen-op-Zoom,  which  had  resist- 
ed so  many  sieges,  and  had  been  the  grave  of  so  many  brave 
soldiers,  would  have  been  a  noble  conclusion  of  the  war  in 
the  north ;  while  the  battle  of  Toulouse,  and  the  possession 
of  the  capital  of  Languedoc,  had  completed  the  career  of 
honour  and  success  in  the  south. 

Hostilities  were  now  hastening  to  a  conclusion,  and  this 
battalion  was  no  more  employed  except  on  garrison  duties, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  men  conducted  themselves  so  as 
to  secure  the  esteem  of  the  people  of  Flanders,  as  their 
countrymen  of  the  Black  Watch  had  doiie  seventy  years 
before.  It  is  interesting  to  observe,  at  such  distant  periods, 
the  similarity  of  character  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  feelings 
id  respect  on  the  other«.  In  examining  the  notices  of  what 
passed  in  1744  and  1745,  we  find  tliat  an  inhabitant  of 
Flanders  was  happy  to  have  a  Highlander  quartered  in  his 
house,  as  he  was  not  only  kind  and  peaceable  in  his  own  de- 
meanour, but  protected  his  host  from  the  depredations  anjd 
rudeness  of  others.  We  find,  also,  that,  in  Germany,  in 
1761  and  .1762,  in  regard  to  Keith^s  Highlanders,  much 
was  said  of  **  the  kindness  of  their  dispositions  in  every 
thing,  for  the  boors  were  much  better  treated  by  those  sa- 

hasty  flighty  exceeding  1^100  men.  This  proved  the  just  eBtimate  Ge- 
neral Graham  had  fonned  of  their  character ;  and  that  hib  confidence 
in  this  corps  of  boys  was  not  misplaced  when  he  appointed  them  to  at- 
^ck  so  great  and  preponderating  a  force  of  an  enemy,  approachable 
only  by  a  causeway,  posted  advantageously,  and  supported  by  artil- 
lery. 
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iM^gei.tiiaii  by  tike  polished  French  and  Ehgfish.*  When 
such  accounts  are  read  and  oompared  with  those  of  what 
passed  in  1814  and  1816,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  **  they 
were  kind  as  well  as  brave  i*^-^*^  Enfans  de  la  famille  C* — 
V  Lions  in  the  field,  and  Iambs  in  the  house  ;^— when  these 
nccounts  of  remote  and  recent  periods  are  compared,  they 
display  a  steadiness  of  principle,  not  proceeding  from  ac- 
cidental occurrences,  but  the  result  of  natural  diq)08Ltion% 
originally  humane  and  honourable. 

It  is  only  justice  to  mention,  that  it  w^  the  conduct  of 
this  battalion,  for  eighteen  months  previous  to  June  1815, 
that  laid  the  foundation  of  that  favourable  impression  in  the 
Netherlands,  *  which  was  confirmed  by  the  4^,  and  the 
other  Highland  regiments  who  had  arrived  only  just  pre- 
vious to  the  battle  of  Waterloo  ;  so  that  little  could  have 
been  known  to  the  Flemi^  of  what  their  conduct  in  quar- 
ters might  have  proved.  Enough  was  known,  however,  to 
cause  a  competition  among  the  inhabitants  who  should  re- 
ceive them  into  their  houses. 

The  78tb,  which  was  removed  to  Nieuport,  and  quartei^d 
there  in  the  summer  of  1815,  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  be 
called  up  to  the  batt]^  of  Waterloo,  and  to  have  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  proving  whether  the  spirited  conduct  of  the  bat- 
talion at  Merexem  proceeded  from  an  innate  principle  of 
intrepidity,  or  from  momentary  impulse.  The  corps  had 
the  more  cause  to  regret  their,  absence  on  such  a  day,  as 
ages  to  come  may  not  afibrd  to  soldiers  such  another  oppor- 
tunity of  displaying  their  firmness  and  discipline.  In  the 
unhealthy  quarters  of  Nieuport,  more  men  were  lost  by  sjck- 

^  The  following  testimony  is  fVbm  the  chief  magistnte  of  Bros- 
sels :— ''  As  Mayor  of  Brassels^  I  have  pleasure  in  declaring,  that  the 
Scotch  Highlanders,  who  were  garrisoned  in  this  city  during  the  years 
1814  and  1S15,  called  forth  the  attachment  and  esteem  of  all^  hy  the 
mildness  and  suavity  of  their  manners  and  excellent  conduct,  insopiuch 
that  a  representation  was  made  to  roe  hy  the  inh'ahitants,  requesting 
mc  to  endeavour  to  detain  the  78th  regiment  of  Scotchmen  in  tho 
town,  and  to  prevent  their  heing  replaced  hy  other  troops." 


348 
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neai  thaa  would  probably  have  taHl&ck  by  the  enmy  in  the 
hottest  of  the  fight  of  Waterloa  ^ 

In  1816  the  battalioiD  was  ordered  to  Scotland,  and,  in 
the  course  of  that  year,  the  officers  wiere  put  on  half-pay. 
All  the  men  who  had  been  disabled  by  the  fevers  and  agues 
of  West  Flanders  ware  discharged,  while  the  rest  n^ere  sta- 
tioned in  Scotland  till  the  arrival  of  the  first  battalion  from 
India  in  summer  1817. 

JtOurn  of  Kitted  and  W<mnded  of  Ae  Second  Baikdion  qf 
^  im  or  SeaforiKe  Highlamd  RegimefU,Jrom  18D4  fo 
1814. 


TIMB  AND  PLACE  OF 
'  ACTION. 


KILLED. 


Maida,  July  4,  1806,      -     - 
RoeeCta,  April  1807,    -      - 
El  Hamet,  April  1807, 
Mezexem,  January  13,  1814, 

Total, 


1 


IS 


WOUNDED. 


2 


61 
9 


77 


o 


6 


1 


6 


I 


2 


\i 


69 

7 

18 

26 


126 


•  Other  Highland  corps  inarched  to  the  interior  of  Fnmce,  after 
the  batUe  of  Waterloo,  and  ftrmed  a  part  of  the  hostile  garriaon  that 
occupied  Paris  after  iu  Ml.  As  a  Scots  Highlander,  I  may  perhaps 
be  pardoned  for  inserting  a  stanca  in  which  that  circumstance  is  re- 
corded. Most  of  my  readers  know  the  old  Jacobite  song  called  *^  Ban- 
pocks  of  Barley."  The  verse  with  which  it  usually  concludes  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Wha,  in  his-wac  days,  vere  kyal  to  Charlie  ? 

Wha  but  the  lads  wi*  the^bannocka  o*  barley  ? 
Bannocks  o*  bear  meal,**  &c 

In  allusion  to  the  unparalleled  event  which  I  have  just  mentioned,  the 
following  stanza  has  been  added,  as  I  understand  on  good  authority,  by 
Sir  Walter  Scott: 

«'  Wha  nov  keep  guard  at  Versailles  and  at  Marli  ? 
Wha  but  the  lads  wi*  the  bannocks  o*  barley  ? 
Bannocks  o'  bear  meal,''  &c. 

8 


B088-5HIIUS  HlOHLANDEllS.  3^9 

Namti  of  Qffkert  KWed, 

El  HomcC,  Lientenatit-Coloiiel  Patrick  Madeod. 
Uenteoant  WiUimi  Mackenzie  Dick. 
Chmtopber  Macrae. 
Ardubald  Chrfstie. 
Meiexeai)  lieatenaat  WtUiam  Mackensie. 
KDf  ign  Janet  Onnabjr. 

Kaime$  of  Officers  Woundid, 

Maida,        Utotenant-Cobnel  Paiiick  Madeod. 

Major  David  Stewart. 

Captain  Duncan  Macpherson. 
Dtmcan  Macgregor. 

liewtenant  Jamea  Mackay. 

Ensign  Colin  Madcende.  v 

Roaetta,       Captain  Robert  Henry  Didu 
El  Hamety  Captain  Colin  Campbell  Mackay. 

Emjgn  Joa^h  Giegpiy. 


V  « 
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GENERAL   REMARKS. 


QUEENS  HIGHLANDERS,  &c 

I  HAYB  now  completed  that  port  oi  my  plan  which  em* 
braces  a  sketch  of  the  militaiy  service  of  the  regular  corptf 
raised  since  the  year  1740,  under  the  denomination  of  High- 
land. The  number  was  50  battalions.  ;0f  this  number 
84  battalions  were  employed  on  foreign  service,  and  8S 
have  been  introduced  separately  to  the  notice  of  the  reader 
in  the  succession  in  which  they  were  raised.  * 

Besides  these  88  regiments.  Major  Colin  Campbdl  of 
Kilberrie  raised  a  Highland  raiment,  which  was  embodied 
at  Stirling  in  1761,  and  placed  on  the  establishment  as  the 
lOOdth  regiment  of  the  line.  Immediately  after  inspection, 
the  regiment  was  ordeVed  for  A(artinique ;  and,  having 
been  stationed  there  till  1768,  was  ordered  to  Scotland, 
and  reduced. 

Colonel  David  Graeme  of  Gorthy,  who  was  appointed  to 
attend  her  late  Majesty  Queen  Charlotte  to  England  in  1761, 
ndsed  a  corps  of  two  battalions,  which  were  embodied  at  Perth 
in  1762,  under  the  designation  of  the  Queen^s  Highli^ders, 

*  These  battalions  were  the  Black  Watch^  and  Loodon'a  Highland* 
en,  of  the  War  ending  in  1748 ;  Montgomery's  and  Fraser's,  the  second 
battalion  of  the  49d,  Keith's,  Campbeirs,  Johnstone's,  and  the  89th  re- 
giments, of  the  Seven  Years'  War ;  Fraser's,  (two  battalions,)  Mao* 
leod's,  (two  battalions,)  Argyle,  Macdonald,  Athole,  Seaforth,  Aber- 
deenshire, Royal  Highland  Emigrants,  (two  battalions,)  and  the  se- 
oond  battalion  of  the  42d,  of  the  War  ending  in  1783  ;  Campbell's  and 
Abercromby's,  or  74th  and  75th  regiments,  of  1787 ;  Seaforth's,  ^three 
battalions,)  Cameron's,  Strathspey,  Argyle,  Gordon,  second  battalion 
of  the  4ad,  and  Sutherland,  (two  battalions,)  of  the  War  ending 
1815. 
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and  numbered  the  105th  regiftient  Both  battalions  were 
ordercd  to  Ireland,  and  reduced  in  1763.  In  1761,  a  corps 
was  raised  and  called  the  Royal  Highland  Volunteers,  and 
numbered  the  llSth  regiment  Major  James  Hamikon 
was  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant  This 
corps  was  never  sent  on  foreign  service,  and  was  disbanded 
at  the  peace.  Captain  Allan  Maclean  of  Torloisk  also 
raised  a  reg^ent,  of  which  he  was  appointed  Major  Com- 
mandant. This  cprpa  fumidied  a  good  supply  of  recruits 
to  the  Highland  regiments  serving  in  Germany  and  Amo- 
liea,  and  was  reduced  in  1768. 

'  The  Boyal  Highland  Emigrant  Regiment  of  1775  was 
not  embodied  in  Scotland  i  but,  consisting  entirely  of  native 
Highlanders,  or  the  sons  of  Highland  emigrants,  and  hav- 
iDg  proved  itself  true  to  its  King  and  country,  it  is  intro- 
duced h&re  as  fonning  a  part  of  the  Highland  militaiy  of 
that  period. 

In  the  year  1794,  Major-General  Alexander  Campbell  of 
Monaie  raised  a  reg^ent  under  the  designation  of  the  Perth- 
shire Highlanders,  and  numbered  the  116th.  After  being 
a  abort  time  stationed  in  Ireland,  the  men  were  drafted  into 
other  regiments.  Some  pf  the  officers  accompanied  the  sol- 
diers, while  others  remained  on  full  pay,  and  unattached  till 
provided  for  in  other  regiments.  In  1794,  also,  Colcmel 
Duncan  Cameron  of  Callart  raised  a  re^ment,  which  was 
numbered  the  ISSd.  Thb  corps  was  soon  reduced,  and  the 
men  and  officers  transferred  to  other  re^ments.  In  the 
same  year.  Colonel  Simon  Fraser  (afterwards  Lieutenant- 
General)  recruited  a  reg^ent,  which  was  placed  on  the  e&. 
tablishment  immediately  after  the  18^.  The  ISSd  was 
broken  up  in  the  same  manner  as  the  132d,  and  the^  men 
imd  officers  transferred.  The  second  battalion  of  the  71st, 
7Sd,  78d,  74th,  79th,  91st,  and  9^d  regiments  included  in 
their  ranks  a  numerous  and  efficient  body  of  Highlanders  ; 
but,  as  the  garb  and  designation  of  several  were  changed, 
and  the  79th  and  9Sd  not  having  been. on  service,  they  are 
not  included.    The  second  battalion  of  the  91st  was  em- 
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plojed  in  Holland,  under  Gr'eneral  Graham,  in  1814,  and  ki 
Flanders  in  1815.     The  73d  served  also  in  Flanders  in 
1815,  commanded  by  the  Honourable  Colonel  Harris ;  but 
I  regret  that  I  wasprecluded,  by  ibe  change  in  th^  name  and 
uniform,  and  the  nature  of  my  plan,  from  noticing  the  share 
those  battalions  had  in  the  duties  of  that  short  but  brilliant 
campiugn.    At  Quatre  Bras  and  Waterloo,  the  loss  of  the 
78d  in  killed  and  wounded  was  considerable :.  in  ctHcevB  kit- 
led  the  regiment  was  nearly  as  unlucky  as  the  third  battalion 
•f  Royal  Scots,  which  had  8  officers  killed,  and  S6  wounded. 
Bendes  the  50  Highland  battalions  embodied  since  the 
year  1740,  there  were  numerous  bodies  of  troc^  raised 
in  the  Highlands.     Two  regiments  were  raised  in  Argyle- 
shire  in  1745,  under  the  designaticm  of  the  Campbell  or  Ar- 
gyle  Highlanders.     These  two  battalions  were  actively  em- 
ployed  during  the  Rebellion,  and  were  reduced  at  the  peace* 
The  other  troops  were  not  regimented,  but  acted  indqpend* 
ently,  in  one  or  more  companies,  under  the  command  of  the 
gentlemen  who  raised  them,  or  served  together  when  assem- 
bled for  any  general  purpose.    In  the  year  1745,  there  were 
twenty  companies,  of  100  men  each,  raised  in  the  coun^es 
of  Inverness  and  Ross.    The  following  list  will  diow  the 
names  of  the  officers,  accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  the 
Lord  President,  who  was  appointed  to  recommend  proper 
officers,  and  to  superintend  the  recruiting. 

List*^Qfficer9  ^Independent  Campamee  raised  in  ^yean^ 

1745. 

€af4ains, 

George  Monro,  Esq.  WUluun  Mackintosh,  Esq. 

Alexander  Gtrn,  Esq.  Hugh  Madeod,  £aq._ 

Patrick  Gtant,  Eaq.  Alexander  Mackensie,  Esq; 

Gedrge  Mackay,  Esq.  Cdin  MaokensM  of  ilflltown,  Eaq. 

Peter.  Sutherland,  Esq.  James  MacdonaU,  Saq. 

John  Madeod,  Esq.  John  Macdonald,  Esq, 

Nonnan  Madeod  of  Watentdn,  Hugh  Mackay^Esq. 

Esq.  William  Ross^  Esq. 

Nonnan  Msdeod  of  B^rnefs,  Esq.  Colin  Maekensie,  Esq. 
Donald  Macdonald,  Esq. 
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Lieutenants, 


Adam  Gordon. 
Jobn  GordoD. 
WiUiaoi  Grant 
John  Mackay. 
William  Mackay. 
Alexander  Macleod. 
Donald  Macleod. 
John  Campbell. 
William  Macleod. 


Hugh  Monro. 

Kenneth  Sutherland. 
James  Grant. 
James  Mackay. 
John  Mackay. 
John  MacaskilL 
John  MacLeod. 
John  Macleod.  - 
Donald  Macleod. 


Kenneth  Mathison. 
George  Monro. 
John  Mathison. 
Alexander  CampbelL 
Allan  Macdonald. 
Allan  Macdonald. 
John  Maekay. 
Charles  Ross. 
Donald  Mackattlay. 


Ensigns, 


William  BaiUie. 
Rodrick  MaUeod. 
Simon  Murchison. 
Jobn  Macrae. 
James  Macdonald. 
Donald  Macdonald. 
Angus  Mackay. 
David  Robs. 
Kenneth  Mackenzie. 


(CERTIFICATE.) 

I  certify,  that,  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  me  by  his  Majesty^ 
Commissions  were  by  me  delivered  to  the  officers  of  the  Independent 
Companies  above  mentioned ;  and  that  these  Commissions  were  not 
delivered  until  their  respective  companies  were  complete. 

(Signed)  Don.  Foasss. 


At  the  same.period,  also,  the  Laird  of  Grant  assembled 
1,100  men,  but  only  98  joined  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's 
army.  The  Laird  of  Macleod  was  nearly  as  unsuccessful,  as 
he  was  only  followed  by  5M)0  out  of  1,000  men  whom  he  had 
assembled  at  his  Castle  of  Dunvegan.  But,  in  the  county 
of  Ross,  Monro  of  Culcaim,  and  other  gentlemen  of  that 
loyal  clan,  were  very  successful,  and  armed  a  considerable 
body  tif  men :    The  Earl  of  Sutherland  raised  and  appoint- 
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ed  a  brigade  of  29400  men  at  his  own  expence.  In  Perth- 
shire,  the  influence  of  the  loyal  proprietors  totally  failed. 
The  Duke  of  AthoU  and  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane  could  not 
bring  out  a  man  in  arms.    In  Argyleshire  it  was  different ; 

,  two  battalions,  or  a  brigade  of  1,500  men,  were  raised,  and 
were  actively  employed  during  the  whole  of  the  troubles 
of  that  unfortunate  period. 

In  the  Seven  Years*  War,  many  independent  companies 
were  raised,  and  a  great  number  of  men  recruited  by  High- 
land officers,  for  which  they  got  commissions  of  differ- 
ent ranks  in  the  new  regiments  formed  in  the  south,  in 
which  the  Highland  recruits  were  embodied.  Previous  to 
this  period,  large  bodies  of  Highland  youth  enlisted  for  the 
Scotch  Brigade  in  Holland,  and  followed  the  fortunes  of 
those  young  gentlemen  of  family,  and  others,  who  could 
get  no  employment  under  their  own  government ;  but,  in 
consequence  of  the  war,  the  recruiting  for  the  brigade  in 
Holland  was  suspended.  * 

Having  in  the  preceding  sketch  endeavoured  to  give  a  ge- 
neral view  of  the  military  service  of  that  portion  of  the 
Highland  population  embodied  with  the  regular  army,  I 
shall  now  j^ve  a  few  short  notices  of  the  Fencible  Corps, 
raised  for  the  internal  defence  of  the  country,  with  an  enu- 
meration of  the  whole  corps  of  Fencible  infantry,  wearing 
the  garb  of  the  andait  Gael,  oommen<»ig  with  the  Argyle 
and  Sutherland  Fencibles  of  1759)  the  first  corps  of  diis 
description  raised  in  Scotland. 


*  It  was  remarked  tbat  Cokmel  Madeod  of  Talisker,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen of  ihe  lale  of  Skye,  who  joined  the  brigade  in  Holland^  were 
partieolaily  ioooeiiftiL  lliey  always  firand  a  ready  supply  of  young 
addien. 
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ARGYLE. 


1769. 

In  1759  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  ^diich  had  been  roused 
by  the  danger  of  our  colonies,  and  exasperated  by  the  dis- 
asters and  defeats  of  our  fleets  and  armies  in  the  years  1 756, 
1757,  and  1758,  loudly  called  to  arm  in  order  to  vetrieve 
the  national  character.  The  direction  of  the  hostile  opera* 
tions  was  entrusted  to  an  illustrious  statesman,  whose  vigoVi* 
ous  measures,  and  successful  prosecution  of  the  war,  laid  the 
best  foundation  for  an  honourable  peace. 

The  family  of  Argyle,  which  had  exhibited  so  many  emi- 
nent examples  of  patriotism  and  loyalty,  was  now  caUed^ip- 
en  to  exert  the  great  influence,  which  they  enjoyed  in  tht 
Highlands.  So  soon  as  the  system  of  raising  Fencible  corps 
was  determined  upon,  (as  will  be  mentioned  in  the  next  ar- 
ticle,) the  Duke  of  Argyll  received  letters  of  service  for  rais- 
ing a  regiment  within  the  county  of  Argyle.  As  the  at- 
tempt was  experimental,  and  to  be  confined  to  the  High* 
lands,  only  two,  vii.,  the  Argyle  and  Sutherland  regiments 
were  raised.    At  that  time  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  as  has  been 
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already  noticed,  was  very  poweifiil  in  Scotland.  Few  ap- 
pointments  were  disposed  of  without  his  recommendatioii  or 
knowledge;  and,  consequently,  his  regiment,,  in  this  in- 
stance, had  a  priority  of  rank  ;— the  commissions  of  the  Ar- 
gyle  officers  being  dated  in  July,  and  those  of  Sutherland 
in  August  1759.  But  this  priority  extended  only  to  the 
date  of  the  commissions.  While  the  Sutherland  men  flock- 
ed round  the  standard  of  Morar  Chattu,  *much  in  the  same 
manner  as  a  Highland  clan  of  old  assembled  round  their 
chief,  it  was  more  than  three  months  before  the  ranks  of  the 
Argyle  regiment  were  completed  to  1,000  men. 

It  has  b^n^said,  (ba^  ^It^hough  th^gfntlem^npf  Argyle- 
shire  have  always  shown  a  strong  predilection  for  a  military 
life,  the  common  people  are  more  inclined  ta  the  naval  ser- 
vice. The  reason  assigned  is  the  insular  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  number  of  inlets  of  the  sea,  which  run  far  up 
and  intersect  the  country ;  dius  accustoming  them,  from 
*  their  youth,  to  seafaring  habits.  If  there  be  any  foundation 
for  this  remark  in  the  case  of  the  Argyleshire  men,  it  does 
pot  extend  to  the  northern  isles  of  Ross-shire  and  Inverness- 
shire,  nor  to  the  mainland  districts,  which  are  in  a  manner 
inclosed  by  arms  of  the  sea.  No  people  in  the  north  are 
better  or  more  willing  soldiers  than  those  of  the  Isles  of 
$kye,  Lewis,  &c.,  -f-  or  the  men  of  Kintail,  and  similar  dis- 
tricts on  the  mainland,  which  are  so  much  indented  by 
d^ep  bays  and  salt  water  lakes,  as  to  be  almost  surround- 
ed'by  them,  and  to  assume  a  peninsular  form.  But,  whether 
the  common  people  be  more  inclined  to  the  sea  than  the  land 

"'  '*'  The  name  of  Sutherland  is  unknown  in  the  Graelic     The 

Siighkindera  ^all  that  couitry  Chattu,  and  Lerd  Sutherland  Monur 

Clukttu. 

t  In  the  Island  of  Lewia^  Lord  Seafinrth's  estate  alobe  Aunished 

732  nieii  for  one  regiment  alone  (Seaforth  Highlanders)  in  the  first  ten 

years  of  the  late  war.    In.  like  manner,  upwards  of  900  men  enlisted  in 

the  Isle  of  Skye  and  North  Uict  for  the  r^ments  of  the  line  and  fen* 

dbles ;  and  uMure  than  1,600  men  entered  fbri^e  v^;ukr  miliCia,  voihui- 

teovB,  fwd  local  militia,  of  the  Ues  of  Skfe  and  Baaay. 
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service,  there  can  be  only  qne  opinion  as  to  the  miHtary  dis- 
position of  the  gentlemen  Argyle,  and  the  chieftain-like 
and  paternal  support  they  have  always  received  from  their 
chief  and  protector.  Of  thirty-seven  officers  in  the  Argyle 
regiment,  twenty-two  were  of  the  name  of  Campbell. 

This  regiment  oonsbted  of  1,000  men,  and  was  quarter- 
ed in  different  parts  of  Sootlwd  till  the  peace  of  1763,  when 
it  was  reduced. 


S4S  SUTHCRLAKD. 


SUTHERLAND. 


1769. 


While  Scotland,  at  this  period,  sent  forth  many  able 
Mid  active  soldiers,  to  fight  the  battles  and  support  the  ho- 
nour of  their  country  abroad,  its  internal  defence  was  not 
neglected.  County  militia  regiments  had  recently  been  es- 
tablished in  England,  but  this  measure  was  not  extended  to 
Scotland.  National  jealousies  still  existed,  and  it  was  ima- 
^ned  that  the  people  could  not  yet  be  safely  trusted  with 
arms.  A  mode  of  embodying  troops,  somewhat  different 
from  the  militia,  was  therefore  had  recourse  to ;  and  thus 
the  system  of  Fencible  regiments  commenced.  Tb^  officers 
were  to  be  appointed,  and  their  commissions  signed,  by  the 
King,  while  the  men  were  to  be  raised  by  recruiting  in  the 
common  manner,  and  not  by  ballot  in  the  jMulicular  coun- 
ties, as  in  the  case  of  the  militia.  The  influence  of  indivi- 
duals supplied  the  place  of  compulaon.  Property,  rank» 
or  personal  consideration  and  character,  recommended  the 
leaders  to  their  followers.  In  the  front  of  Scottish  Chiefs 
and  Landlords  stood  the  late  Earl  of  Sutherland,  who,  by 
his  personal  accomplishments  and  amiable  disposition,  pes- 
sessed  in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  his  adherents  a  great 
and  powerful  influence,  in  »addition  to  that  which  he  enjoy- 
ed from  hereditary  succession  and  great  property. 

The  reciprocal  duties  of  protection  and  obedience  were 
then  acknowledged  and  observed,  and  the  common  interests 
of  chieftain  and  clansmen  had  not  as  yet  been  diminished  by 
considerations  of  political  expediency,  or  private  emolument 
The  chief  was  satisfied  with  that  species  of  dominion,  the 
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power  of  Burroundkig  himself  by  a  contented  attached  te* 
nantry,  and  of  influencing  the  mind  and  the  will ;  whilst  the 
dantmen  were  happy  in  acknowledging  the  kindness  of  their 
diiefs,  not  only  by  a  complete  devotiop  to  their  service,  but 
by  living  such  value  for  the  territorial  possessions  they  held^ 
and  paying  such  rents  for  their  lands,  as  enabled  the  noble* 
men  and  gentlenien  of  the  Highlands  to  support  with  dig- 
nity and  independence  an  honoiurable  station  in  general  so- 
ciety. In  what  manner  the  poor,  but  hardy  and  economi- 
cal tenantry  of  the  north  enaUed  the  great  diiefs  and  lairds 
to  support  their  independence,  preserve  their  estates,  and 
convey  them  from  father  to  ifan  f<nr  so  many  centuries,  is 
evident  from  the  remarkable  circumstance,  that,  in  no  part 
of  the  kingdom,  containing  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants, 
have  families  and  estates  been  so  long  preserved  as  in  the 
Highlands,  where,  as  I  have  already  noticed,  die  heirs  of 
eighteen  chiefs  who  fought  at  BamKXskbum,  in  1314,  are  at 
this  day  in  possession  of  their  estates.  The  Chief  of  Suther- 
land had  the  honour  of  bearing  a  part  in  that  great  battle, 
which  may  be  said  to  have  fixed  the  independence  of  Scot- 
land as  a  nation.  Waterloo  and  Bannockbum  were  similar 
in  the  desperate  valour  displayed,  and  similar  in  their  re- 
sults. As  the  former  sealed  the  destiny  of  Buonaparte,  so 
Bannockbum  destroyed  the  hopes  of  a  proud  invader,  and 
established  the  independence  of  Scotland  on  a  foundation 
which  kept  it  firm,  tiU  the  Union  with  a  more  powerfid 
kingdom  rendered  the  independence  of  the  one  insqMurable 
from  the  other. 

In  the  year  1759  the  Earl  of  Sutherland  received  propo- 
sals from  Mr  Pitt  to  raise  a  Fendble  re^ment  on  his  estate. 
The  offer  was  readily  accepted,  and  in  nine  days  after  his 
Lordship  arrived  in  Sutherland  with  his  letters  of  service, 
1,100  men  were  assembled  on  the  lawn  before  Punrobin 
Castle.  The  martial  appearance  of  those  men,  when  they 
marched  into  Perth  in  May  1760,  with  the  Earl  of  Suther^ 
land  at  their  head,  was  never  forgotten  by  those  who  saw 
them,  and  who  never  failed  to  express  admiration  of  their 
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fine  imHtaiy  air.  Skwie  did  inends  of  mine,  wlio  often 
saw  these  men  in  Perth,  spoke  of  them  with  a  kind  of  en- 
thusiasm. Considering  the  abstemious  habits,  onrather  the 
poverty  of  the  Highland's,  the  dSee  and  muscular,  strengtb 
of  the  people  is  remarkable.  In  this  corps  there  was  no 
light  infantry  company ;  upwards  of  £60  men  being  above 
five  feet  eleven  inches  in  height,  they  were  formed  into  two 
grenadier  companies,  one  on  eadi  flank  of  the  battalion. 

On  the  peace  of  1768,  the  te^ment  was  marched  back  to 
Sutherland,  and  there  reduced  in  the  month  of  May^  with 
this  honourable  distinction  in  the  course  of  their  short  s^- 
vice,  that,  in  a  regiment  of  1,0A0  men,  no  restrictions  had 
been  required,  and  no  man  had  been  punished;  and.  aa 
they  had  assembled  aa  a  corps,  with  the  primitive  habits  of 
a  pastoral  life,  so  they  separated  with  these  habits  unchain- 
ed, and  had  the  happiness  ct  returning  to  their  native  glens 
without  a  single  individual  from  the  mountains  having  dis- 
graced his  corps,  kindred^  or  district  These  facts  I  have 
received  from  the  best  authority  ;  from  officers  who  served 
in  the  regiment,  from  soldiers,  and  from  intelligent  and  re- 
spectable gentlemen,  who  saw  the  regiment  in  quarters,  who 
were  intimate  with  many  of  the  officers,  and  who  had  great 
|)leasure  in  talking  of  and  describing  the  height,  strengl!h, 
and  fine  military  appearance  of  these  men,  and  th^  peace- 
able domiciliated -habits  in  quarters. 
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It  was  not  till  tlie  third  year  of  the  Aoaericaii  War^  wat, 
Govemment^ordered  Fendble  r^^i^ents  to  be  raised  for  the 
internal  defence  of  the,  country,  and  to  relieve  the  regr 
mente.  of  the  line  from  this  duty,  and  increase  tfa^  num- 
ber of  disposabl^e  troops  for  service  abroad.     One  of  the 
.  first  corps  of  this  description  in  the  kingdom  was  raisefl, 
upder  the  influence  of  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  in  1759 ;  and, 
in  1778,  the  first  Fencible  regiment  was  raised  by  Lord  Fr^ 
derick  Campbell,  a  son  of  that  family.    Archibald  Earl  of 
Eglinton,  who  had  been  so  active  a  partisan,  and  had  prov-  , 
ed  himself  so  able  and  high-spirited  an  officer  when  he  com- 
manded his  regiment  of  Highlanders  in  America  during  the 
Seven  Years'  War,  applied  at  the  same  time  for  permission 
to  raise  a  regiment  of  Fendble  Highlanders ;  but  it  was  not 
thought  expedient  that  two  regiments  of  Fendbles  should  be 
raised  in  the  West  Highlands,  as  it  might  interfere  too  mudi 
with  the  recruiting  for  the  line.    It  was  therefore  determined 
that  only  one  corps  should  be  raised  in  the  West ;  and  Lord 
Eglinton  having  got  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of  two 
companies,  Mr  Montgomery  of  Coilsfidd,  afterwards  Earl 
of  Eglinton,  was  appointed  major,  and  the  late  Earl  of 
Glencaim  captain;  the  other  companies  being  filled  up 
from  Argyleshire,  in  which,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  High- 
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lands,  700  men  were  recruited :  the  rest  were  from  Glasgow 
and  the  south-west  of  Scotland.  This  regiment  was  emho* 
died  at  Glasgow  in  Ajnil  1778.  Both  oflBcers  and  men 
were  animated  with  more  than  ordinary  seal  and  spirit, 
which  were  kept  iovfuU  activity  by  G>lonel  Montgomery 
and  Major  Campbell  of  Melford,  who  commanded  the  r^- 
ment  alternately  in  the  absence  of  the  colonel  and  lieutenant, 
colonel,  Lord  Frederick  Campbell  and  Sir  James  Campbell  of 
ArdkinglaSy  who  were  occasionally  employed  on  other  duties. 
Part  of  this  spirit  was  exhibited'  in  a  voluntary  offer  of  the 
corps  to  extend  their  services  to  any  part  of  the  world  where 
their  country  required  them ;  having  thus  had  the  honour  of 
setting  an  example  which  has  since  been  frequently  fcdlowed 
by  r^fiments  whose  service  was  limited  to  the  imm^Snt^ 
defence  of  their  native  country.  Besides  this  patriotic  offer^ 
the  corps  exhibited  another  trait  of  character  not  unconw 
mon  among  their  countrymen,  namely,'  so  much  economy  in 
the  expenditure  of  their  diuly  pay  of  sixpence  as  to  be  able 
to  remit  oHinderable  sums  of  mmiey  to  th«r  relations,  and^ 
when  disembodied  at  Glasgow  in  1788,  to  possess  so  much 
money,  that,  if  the  whole  had  been  reckoned  in  one  sum,  it 
would  have  appeared  very  remarkable,  coimderiDg  the  mo^ 
derate  means  from  which  it  had  been  saved. 
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It  will  be  recdlected,  that  the  Duke  of  Gordon  had^  at 
the  age  of  sixteen,  offered  his  personal  services  as  captain  in 
the  89th  Highland  regiment,  and  had  intended  to  have  ao- 
oompanied  it  to  the  East  Indies,  whemhe  was  prevented  by 
George  II*  He  now  niade  proposals  to  Government  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  Fancibles  on  his  estates  in  the  counties  of 
Inverness,  McMtty,  Banff,  and  Aberdeen.  These  proposals 
being  accepted,  a  regiment  of  9S0  men  was  recruited. with 
great  expedition,  and  embodied  at  Aberdeen  in  the  year 
1778.  This  corps  was  so  healthy  and  efficient,  that,  in  five 
years,  till  the  reduction  in  1788^  (mly  M  men  died  of  the 
960  of  which  the  corps  was  composed* 
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It  h«8  already  been  stated,  that,  twenty  years  before  this 
perkxi,  the  last  End  of  Satherland  caised  a  regiment  of  Fen- 
ctbles  with  unexampled  ease  and  rapidity ;  unexampled  ex- 
cept in  the  days  of  chivalrous  fidelity  to  chiefs,  vhoae  sig- 
nal, when  danger  was  imniediate,  or  the  enany  at  the  door, 
was  sufficient  to  rouse  to  arms  all  who  could  use  them.  As 
bodi  the  danger  and  the  enemy  were  in  diis  ease  distant, 
such  rapid  levies  were  unnecessary ;  but  when  nine  days 
sufficed  for  assembling  1,100  men,  it  must  be  jallowed  that 
the  call  to  arms  was  obeyed  with  sufficient  promptitude  and 
celerity. 

Soon  after  that  period  the  Earl  of  Sutherland  died,  la- 
mented by  all  who  knew  him,  and  more  eipedially  by  his 
own  people.  His  only  child  was'  then  an  infant.  To  her, 
however,  as  their  future  protectress,  they  looked  up  {or  a 
continuation  of  the  same  patriarchal  protection  whidi  they 
and  their  forefathers  had  experienced  from  her  family,  and 
they  now  showed  that  this  protection  had  not  been  thrown 
away  on  ungrateful  objects.  Though  their  superior  was 
too  young  to  be  sensible  of  their  attachment,  or  capable  of 
rewarding  it,  their  zeal  was  not,  on  that  account,  the  less 
warm  :  they  appeared  as  ready  to  obey  as  when  the  object 
of  their  regard  was  present,  either  to  approve,  reward,  or 
punish.  But,  as  the  house  of  Sutherland  had  no  near  rela- 
tive of  the  name  to  command  the  followers  of  the  family, 
"^K^iam  Wemyss  of  Wemyss^  nephew  of  the  late  Earl,  was 


appoiiited  eohinel.0f  tl|e  Senile  vegimwt  to  be  raised  <m 
the  ^tate  of  Sttth^land.  r* 

The  duly  of  recruiting  'wm  eaaUy  executed.  In  the  pa^ 
lish  of  Far  «kme^  154  sieii  enlisted  in  two  dayiB.  TVa 
eompanies  from  Caiduiess^  comnittaded  fay  WiULyn  Innoe 
of  Sandmde  and  John  Suthwland  of  Wester,  were  addled  to 
the  regiment,  which  was  embodied  at  Fort  G^rge  in  Fe» 
hri]aryl779. 

In  the  following  summer  they  were  marched  to  the  south*, 
ward,  and  remained  stationed  principally  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Edinburgh,  always  distinguished  for  sobriety,  pro- 
bity, and  the  most  scrupulous  and  orderly  attention  to  their 
duty.  ^^  Desertions,  or  crimes  requiring  the  check  of  courts- 
martial,  were  totally  unknown  in  this  regiment.  Such  was- 
their  economy,  that,  if  any  officer,  in  whom  they  had  con- 
fidence, required  a  temporary  supply  of  money,  one  thou- 
sand pounds  could  be  raised  among  the  men.  They  were 
always  remitting  money,  and  sending  home  littie  presents  to 
their  friends.^  Men  of  this  character  and  disposition  may 
be  depended  upon  as  trust-worthy  in  all  situations ;  whe- 
ther marching  up  to  the  cannon'^s  mouth,  or  discharging 
the  less  arduous,  but  equally  necessary,  duties  of  private 
life,  they  will  not  fail  to  acquit  themselves  with  honour. 

Samuel  Macdonald,  *  commonly  known  as  Big  Sam,  was 

*  This  man  was  a  oative  of  the  parish  of  Lairg,  in  the  comity  of  Su- 
therland. He  was  seven  ftset  four  inches  in  height,  and  every  way  stool 
in  proportion.  His  parents  were  of  good  siae,  hut  in  nothing  otherwise 
,  Temarkahle.  Macdonald  had  fhrtunately  aquiet,  equahle  temper :  had 
he  been  irritable,  he  might,  from  his  immense  strength  and  weight  of 
arm,  have  given  a  serious  blow,  without  being  sensible  of  its  force; 
He  was  considered  an  ezcelleht  drill,  flrom  his  mild  and  dear  manner 
of  giving  his  direttions.  After  the  peace  of  1783,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Boyab*  From  thence  he  was  transferred  to  the  Sutherland  Fencibles 
of  1793.  The  Countess  of  Sutherland,  with  great  kindness,  allowed 
him  2s.  6d.  per  diem,  extra  pay ;  judging,  probably,  that  so  large  a 
body  must  require  more  sustenance  than  his  military  pay  could  afibrd. 
He  attracted  the  notice  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  was  £n  some  time 
4Hie  of  the  porters  of  Carlton  Houae.    When  the  93d  was  raised,  he 
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a  aoUiflv  im^ibm  SvllMted  pMioUes.  He  was  too  large  to 
fltnxi  in  the  ranks,  and  generally  stood  cm  the  right  of  the 
ngiBient  when  in  line,  and  marched  at  the  head  when  in 
cohnnn,  but  was  always  aoodmpanied  by  a  motuitain  deer 
ei  unoommon  si^e.  This  amaoial  was  so  attached  to  Mac* 
donald,  that,  whether  on  duty  with  his  regiment,  or  on  the 
streets,  the  hart  was  at  lus  side. 

The  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  north,  and  reduced  at 
Fori  George  in  Vn&. 

eoald  not  be  kept  ftoio  his  old  ftjenda;  iikI»  Jc^ng  the  r^mene^  he 
died  in  Jeney  in  isoa,  regretted  by  his  corps  ai  a  respectable^  trust* 
worthy,  excdlent  msn. 
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6BANT, 

OR       . 

STRATHSPEY- 
1798. 

I  AM  perfecdy  aware,  duit  an  objection  may  be  made  to  the 
opinions  which  I  have,  with  too 'much  premmiption,  perhaps, 
ui^ged  as  to  the  Talue  and  importance  of  preserving  undisturb* 
ed  an  ancient,  faithful,  and  attadied  tenantry,  and  of  that 
personal  influence  possessed  by  many  former  Highland  no- 
blemen and  landed  proprietors,  by  which  they  could,  at  any 
time,  command  the  personal  service  in  the  field  of  their  te* 
nants  and  kinsmen.  It  has  heed  alleged,  that  these  services 
were  not  unbought,  as  the  sons  of  tacksmen  and  tenants 
were  sent  by  their  parents  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  Highland 
regiments,  on  a  direct  or  implied  stipulation  of  abatement 
of  rent,  or  some  pecuniary  or  other  advantage  to  be  recdv- 
ed,  for  the  services  of  the  youths  who  came  forward  to  take 
up  arms  at  the  call  of  their  chiefs  and  landlords.  Circum* 
staifces  do  not  confirm  this  view  of  the  subject.  As  tenants; 
occupjring  land  on  fbudal  tenure,  the  Highlanders  paid  rents, 
according  to  the  value  of  thdr  land,  in  full  proportion  to- 
the  best  lands  in  the  Carse  of  Gowrie,  the  properties  of 
Lords  Gray  and  Kinnaird,  and  others,  which,  as  i9  noticed 
in  page  141,  Vol*  I.,  did  not  yield,  seventy  years  iigo,  more 
than  six  or  eight  shillings  the  acre*  Lord  Kinnours,  and  that 
part  of  the  Duke  of  AthoIPs  estates  in  the  Lowlands,  were 
still  lower.  The  lands  of  Lords  Gray  and  K^aird  now 
average  L.  6  Sterling  per  acre*  Yet  neither  these  noUemen, 
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nor  the  Duke  of  ^thoU  from  bis  Lowland  estates,  ever 
could  call  on  the  personal  service  of  their  tenants  on  ac- 
count of  these  low  rents,  which,  indeed,  if  we  consider  the 
disproportion  in  climate  and  soil,  were  lower  than  thosa  of 
the  Highlands,  where  the  sentiments  of  the  landlords  and 
their  tenants,  and  their  mutual  confidence  and  dependence 
on  each  other,  were  so  remarkably  different.     Of  this  dif- 
ference several  instances  occurred  in  1745.     The  Duke  of 
Perth  engaged  in  the  Rebellion  of  that  year ;  yet,  thou^ 
possessed  of  a  valuably  extensive)  fmd  populous  estate,  he 
had  not  influence  enough  to  carry  along  with  him  150  men 
from  the  Lowland  portion  of  his  property  to  support  the 
cause  he  warmly  espoused.    Lord  Strathallan,  who  lost  his 
titi^i  bis  estate  fmd  his  life,  in  the  same  cause,  did  notl^ring 
ii»  puuiy  mi^  to  the  field  aa.two  yoyng  gfijtlemei^  the  one 
a  SQi^^.af  (he  l^aird  of  Ba}lechin|  the  othec  a  son  of  the 
I^rdof  Gleji^yoOj  whose  fathers*  estates  were  not  equal 
t^  d^e-third  oi  the  value  of  hia..    Lord  Nairne^  also, 
vbpse  estate  lay  at  ti^e  foot  of  the  Grampians^  was  fol^ 
1q¥^  by  T^iy  fipw  of  bis  pecq^e  when  be  joined  the  Prince, 
and  ^tailed  jpym  on  h^vmll  aqd  Iwuly,  without  strength^ 
mg  tbe  tw^  to  which  b^  was  so  ardently  dev)oted>  by  wy 
^reat  additioD  of  meq.    {So  mucb  wastbi&tfaecnae,  that,  ^ 
be  b»d  few  followers  pf  bia  4lfii»  J^vd  George  Jt4um^y;gave 
to  hip  Lordphip  the  eomnumd  of  one  of  the  Atbole  legir 
sM^tSt    Thfim  feets  cm  opiy  ^dinit  o£  (»e  intorpvet^tioi^ 
xMHP9ely,  that  the  Higblaiid  chiefs  and  landlord^ .  wese  not 
foUowed  from  mercenary  iifiotiy^s,  but  from  a  feiidal,  bece- 
ditery,  $^d  chivalrous  a(tecbmeat  to  their  persons  ajod-f^ 
Qlilies.     While  thus^  in  feudal  times,  chiefs  and  bmded 
prqprietcm  did  not  ^u^  any  ip^rial  diminution  of  rent 
I^  the  personal  serviee  of  their  fojlpwers,  we  find  that,  in 
later  times^  tbe  pix»|iptitude  with  which  the  Higblend^te- 
moitry  engeged  in  the  service  of  their  country  contributed 
to  raise  tbe  celebrity  of  thdir  landlords,  and  this  without  apy 
sMurifioe  of  rent  of  pepuniary  loss,  Qothing  being  asked  or 
expeefeed  by  tbe  ioIdiefis>  except  ^  preference  to  their  fami- 
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lk»  iff  fctaiiiing  thdr  ftfms  on  paying  «d  equal  rent  witK 
nay  that  ikight  be  offered.  (V  this  we  have  many  instanoesi 
and  pafircieulariy  on  Lord  Breadalbaae^B  estates,  fix>m  which 
great  numbers  engaged  on  sin^ar  conditions ;  and  that  a 
pfeference  of  occupancy  was  the  only  fisvour  expedited  by  the 
soldiers,  is  proyed  by  the  circumstance  of  a  considerable- 
angmentation  of  vent  having  taken  place  daring  the  time 
the  regiments  were  embodied,  the  rents  paid  by  the  friends 
and  fiunilies  ot  the  soldiers  having  been  increased  in  the 
same  ratio  with  tho6e  paid  by  the  other  tenants. 

I  deemed  it  necessary  to  notice  briefly  the  foregoing  facts, 
wiiieh  deafly  prove  that  the  mind  of  the  Highlander,  who 
obeyed  the  call  of  Ins  chief  or  landlord,  and  came  forward 
in  a  season  of  difficulty  or  danger,  was  not  actuated  by  thbee 
sordid  and  m^rcenaary  motives  which  some  would  ascribe  to 
]iim,  and  that  Highland  proprietors  did  not  submit  t6  al- 
inoat  any  loss  of  rents  when  they  acquired  political  consid^ra- 
adao  asfed  importance  by  brining  forward  their  bravd  ted 
hardy  mountameers. 

I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  mention  the  family  of 
Oraot,  and  pavtieularly  the  late  excellent  chief,  Sir  James 
Qmmty  to  wh<M  may  justly  be  applied  the  character  ^ven* 
an  unfortanate  monarch  by  a  celebrated  Judge  and  histo- 
riMi :  **  He  was  the  w<fftliiest  gemteman,  the  best  master, 
the  baat  IMand,  the  beit  hnsband,  the  best  father,  and  the 
beet  Christian,^  *  of  the  district  to  which  he  was  an  honour 
and  a  Uesaii^ 

.  Tbm  goad  aaa,  and  panriawhal  chief,  Kved  pAoApMy 
at  Caetle  Grant,  reelected  and  beloved  by  all  around  hini; 
Few  flaen,  tberrfbre,  could,  wi^  more  confidence  of  success, 
step  iotward  with  an  offer  td  his  King  of  a  regiment  of  by- 
al  men  te  support  t)ie  Crown,  the  Constitution,  and  ifte  Inde-^ 
peodonoe  of  the  coioitiy*  The  ollbr  was  eariy  made  and 
aoeeptedy  and  two  months  afbsr  the  dec^uration  of  war,  die 
Gtani  Fenctbles  were  assemUed  at  Forres  in  the  end  of 

*  Oamdon's  Cbadai  L 
veil.  II*  2 


MpsA  179B,  beiDg«>  cotsplete  innuiBiiersi  that  8eira|tty.«m 
werrdiflcharged  as  mipetnumekniries  in  May ;  but  U  was  not 
till  the  5Ui  of  June  that  the  r^ftmetii  was  &uilly  imyrted 
and  etabodfted  by  Ijeutenaiit*6eneral  Leslie.        ,     •       . 

•Of  the  men^  forty-one  were  fiom  the  I^owlaftds  of  Scot* 
land»  three  from:  England,  ai|d  two  from  Ireland.  The  re* 
giment  was  marched  to  Aberdeen  in.4.ugmst,  and  fvom 
tb^fkQb  to  'the  'south  of  Scotland,  and  .stationed  iu  linUtb- 
gow,  Glaisgow,  Dumfries,  Musselbuigh,  and  almost  every 
town  of  any  note  south  of  the^  Forth* 
..  The  correctness  of  the  observaticm,  that  a  Higbknader 
will  be  led,  but  not  driven,  was  unfortunately  veiified  in 
ijie  case  of  this  regiment  at  linlitbgow  in  1794.  At  that 
time  it  was  proposed  to  extend  the  seriFioe  of.  the  Scotch 
FendUe  rqgimeats,  which  was  confined  to  ScoUaqd.  With 
this  view  directions  were  given  to  sound  the  men  of  the  Grant 
Fen/dbles  on  the  subject,  and  ascertwi  if  they  liquid  agree 
to  a  proposal  of  this  nature*  Measures  w^re  accordingly 
taken,  but  unfortunately  not  with  that  care,  precaution,  and 
ample  explanation,  so  necessary  when  m^^s  feelings  and 
prejudices  are  to  be  consulted,  and  any  previous  ngeeement 
HfT  understimding  to  be  altered  or  r^ewed  QQ  another  and 
daffisrent  basis.  In  this  c^ise^  when  the  commanding  officer 
issued  the  orders  on  the  ^ubject^  some  officeia.thought  it  un- 
])€!oessfM7  to  offer  any  explanation  to  their.men .;  others^  en- 
lirelly  ii^took  the  meanmg  and  in^rt  of  the  ptt>poeal0^ 
The  consequence  was  a  degree  of  jealousy  mid  distrust ; 
and,  as  busy  and  itieddling  advaseto  are  not  wanting  on 
such  pQoasionB,  the  soldiexss  became  alarmed  i;  they  knew 
not  what  to  believe,  or  what  vra»  intc^ided ;  ^d  even  the 
explanations  of  thpse  officers  who  understood  the  nAtuiB 
of  the  proposed  measure  lost  much  of  their  teffeciu  The 
result  of  the  whole  wm  a  divisiqn  aqd  di^BEerence.  pf  opi- 
mon  among  the  men ;  some  were  for  vokupiteiQiwig^^  odi/ara 
opposed  it )  the  proposal  was  therefore  aband<9ied,:and  nq 
volunteering  took  place.  But  it  was  not  the  mere  volun* 
teering,  and  the  consequent  loss  of  more  general  and  ex^ 


of  ,p(ipfii4€^  IM^b^ch  thi^  mUi^QUflkao^g  i»«i«d>.  and  the» 
^ffil^  it,  ^(^  <m  lh(9^cQDdiiq^  ol.  the .  HlM  .£or.  a.  ixMlflvler^UA 
t^e.aft^pnpf^ds.1  A^d:  h^re-twin  eix^roplififd  imoiher  of  tb^^ 
0^k^)ci^f d^^a^^te^^  oC  j44  HigMwder,  wbidi  I  Mvte  had 
freqviva^t  ^tpc^oiito.iif^itifl^.:  Rfiporag:  aieoofidleslioe  alfnoat 
ynliWitffi  u^  tjboee  W;hwv  ^e.r^^ds  inth,f ^spe^  if ,  thiit  .«oiir; 
^iQoetb^  Mt.i^rpeal,  ia(dr  if  he  dijlQQVt^  my^BftproA^, 

^pwever^  this  i^iple^^niit  wgA  qiie^ipeoted  cijraum^Umw 
fPMped  aijray,  Apd  bjr  the  pr^iPABQe.^^  ^  JfutacfB  &iw»V 
Khp.))mrm4  upji^  joisL  hi»  .i^^irmM^  wh^n  \i»  heard  o£ 
the  afPair,  it  was  in  some  measiire  forgoUen,  aitd  roa^T 
dwiqe^;cQ^ff«|d)Uah6^  ;i  9^^  ^^hfiji  <miflnei)ad  in  Piwrfnes  in 
1!J9^  lit  Vw  ^q^tiiDat«ly  «gain  J^iok/en,  ^d  .iwplefuNiiiti 
xev^WJt^9'bjJ^  cause  scppewhat  peculiar  to  th^p  910? 
^p^eeofpfopl^;  .o^r  irhich^  '}£  not  pecwjyw^  ha^  alwqra 
])a4  ^  ppwi^;]Ei4  iifflue^ce  on  their  character  4^  I^abita*  .  ^ 
..  .  I  fear.it  mlL]be  fought  that  1  recur  too  fiequ^tly  to  Jth^ 
vore  inarmed  tn^ta  pi  ^hara^ter  peculiar,  tp  this  p^ppl^i  bu( 
without  a  knoirledge'  of  thoae  pecuUaritiea  wl^c)i  I  have  Mn 
teepsptedto  brii^gunder  theviaw  of  the  rea^,iu  theintroducy 
^y  al^^h^of  phacacter>  &c  the  Du>tivesw)ucl^  gilded  oifiiy; 
oC  th^  actions.i^ldnotbe  geoeraUy  known.]  And  fartbeirj 
^t  to  explain  |t  would  be  unjust  towarda  officer^  whose  con^ 
4iifty  discipline,,  and  J(reatinent  o|  tl^  spjidierp  ijrould)  in  many 
cuaea^be  giiite  prc^r*  In  instance^  where  t|ie  usual  discipline 
of  the  anajiy  was  .^tpp^ied  to  ihp  Highland  soldier,  the.officers 
aptedi^(preeaV)^yjt9ttisuai^alii^  ^d  pi^r-f 

ticuUufy  jthpse  ,ot^p^  w)ko  if^re  ign^nr^t  of.  tbeir.la^ui^ 

«fli  4riff»Vflo^-  AB4.ifMw%y  W«h^  W«Pf4  fftf*^ 
9gp^0Oi,  |Wph^rsS|  iwbiqh.  ,0K;casi^ne4.  n^icb  imitation,  their 
^pd«c^.  in ,  general^ ,  procf^ed  more  frpm  ignofance  than 
itf^^  .uxu\ac^|Mary  sfsventy*  Soldiers  ar^  often  likp  cjbiildrens 
and  require  to  be  treated  a^  such.  The  wholesome  and  se- 
>epe  eoercion  whick  ia  h^gjbly  necessary  for  some  duldren 
wotild  destroy  others.     Thus  it  is  withaoldi^ra.    The  bea^ 
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itig  wiA  GMie^  itod  die  U&itB  96  ^hmStf  tqipli^  hf  thar 
officers,  to  conect  the  Austrian,  FmicN,  and  oth^f  c^tid-- 
aental  soldiers,  woiiM  totally  i^aib  a  O^tisli  sd^ei*,  and 
either  render  him  desperate,  or  so  hmk  laH  flfnrit  that  lie 
itould  never  faiee  his  eneiiiy.  In  the  Mne  manner,  the  o6r- 
pond  ptinisbmeiits  wlndi  ar^  indi^ieiisal:^  in  r^irafamg 
die  nnj^rineipled  and  shameleesly  depraved,  who  sometimea 
afand  in  the  tmiks  of  the  iBritish  amy,  woold  have  striiek  a 
H^^iknd  sdkiier  of  the  old  school  with  a  hiMor  tlMt  irouM 
have  rendered  him  desr{»eaUe  in  his  o^im  eyeef,  and  A  dis- 
grace to  his  fkmiiy  aiid  dame  -  The  H^vsit  df  a  dne  i^ga^ 
to,  and  diseriniinatibn  of>  meh^s  disj^tidns,  lAai  oftol  led  to 
very  serious  .consequences^ 

I  knotr  not  how  tlfis  nkatterstood  in  iii^  Strathspey  Fen- 
dbles,  whether  any  unnecessary  severity  had  been  exerctsed^ 
whether  the  men  believed  thut  they  wei:e  teased  with  long 
dnUs  and  Eaiigamg  disdpline,  not  required  for  MUBers  who 
were  never  to  meet  an  enemy,  or  to  go  beyobd  lh6  boundary 
df  their  natite  oountryj  whether  the  inditidtials  themselvea 
were  of  a  character  dM^arent  bom,  aild  inftriof  to,  that  of 
maiiy  othei^  whom  I  have  hlul  oob^att  to  meiMion;  oSr 
whi^ei^,  as  ill  wxM  probable,  some  unjj^easant  recdtletftitm^ 
of  the  aflah^  at  Linlithgow  still  existed  z^^He  tfiM  thiiigs  as 
they  may,  at  Ddmfries  a  drcumstance,  very  trHIing  in  it- 
self,  originadng  in  a  remaik  by  a  soldiei^  in  the  ranks,  idiAdA 
inight  pass  for  a  joke^  or  a  piece  of  wit,  ^UsCording  as  the 
tfiing  was  taken ^  led  to  a  series  of  misunderstaiidiligsj  of  vio- 
lence on  the  part  of  ihe  soldiers,  and  of  t&reats  and  poinsh* 
ments  oh  the  part  of  the  officers,  whidi  ^ended  in  the  trial^ 
condemnation,  and  execution  of  several  of  the  men.  P 

Oh  the  fhiit  appearance  <^  tUs  improper  sfririt  among  the 
soldiers.  Sir  James  Grant  was  ilent  for,  but  unfcirtunatd^f  he 
arrived  too  late ;  such  acts  of  turbulence,  and  disobedience 
of  orders  had  taken  jdace,  that  an  example  was  oonsidlered 

*  See  a  few  paitieukn  of  this  aflUr  in  tke  arlicfe  oil  tiie  MTntiite 
of  the  Utghlani  Bq^ilwnCB. 


neceuary.  The  regiment  was  maichedto  Musselburgh,  where 
Carparal  James  Macdonald,  and  privates  Alexander  Fm- 
aer»  Charles  Mackintosh,  Duncan  Macdougall,  and  A.  Mack- 
intosh, were  tried  and  found  guilty  of  mutinous  conduct 
The  corpora]  was  sentenced  to  a  corporal  punishment,  and 
the  four  soldiers  to  be  shot     The  corporal  was  pardoned. 
On  the  16th  of  July  1795,  the  Scotch  Brigade,  (afterwards 
the  94th  regiment,)  and  die  Sutherlmj)  Breadalbane,  and 
Grant  Fencibles,  were  ordered  to  assemble  on  Gullane  Links, 
in  East  Lothian,  to  witness  the  exeicptioa  of  the  four  soldiers. 
When  they  arrived  on  the  ground,  they  were  told  that  only 
two  were  to  suffer,  and  that  two  were  to  draw  lots :  (Alex- 
ander Fraser,  who  was  the  most  violent,  was  not  permitted 
to  draw.)    That  far  execu^ipqi  fell  qn  Chi^rles  Madd^tosh, 
who  Yvidi  Fnfiej:  suffisred  lu^rdipgly. .    The  other  two 
|MriBoiiei:s  ifere  oi^^^isd  tojoinregim/^ntsabiroacL    After  this 
iinfortupate  affair,  which  cas|  such  4  slur  on  the  character 
€if  a  body  of  men  who,  in  every  other  respect,  conducted 
themadves  in  a^  exemplary  paaiier,  die  regin^nt  was  quar- 
tered in  Dundee,  Ayr,  Musselburgh,  &c.   The  soldiers  were 
afterwards  quiet,  orderiy,  and  attentive  to  all  duties.    In 
qiring  1799j  it  wa9  resolved  to  disc;)iajrge  i|U  Fencible  xegir 
ments  whose  service  did  not  extend  beyond  Scotland,  and  in 
cooaequence  the  Grapt,  Qonion,  Breadalbane,  (two  batta- 
Ikws,)  Suthtfja^d,  Bothsay  ap^  Cait)i|Ufifli,  (ist  battalion^) 
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BREADALBANE. 

THBXE  BATTALIOKS/   ' 

*    •    ••  • 

1798  and  1T94. 

*  •    • 

<<  He  who  gave  glory  to  his  ooantry^'^'sind  an  ilki^tirioat 
ttatesmtai,  ^  gave  that  which  was  far  more  valuable  to  it  thaa 
any  acquiution  whaterer.  Glory  alone  was  not  to  he  takeft 
away  by  time  or  accidents.  Ships,  territories,  or  cotonitSi 
might  be  taken  from  a  country,  but  the  mode  of  aoqumng 
them  could  ne vw  be  forgotten.  .  The  aoquisUions  that  were 
the  consequence  of  the  glorious  days  of  Oressy  and  Pbictkis 
had  long  since  passed  to  other  hands,  buttheglory  of  these 
illustrious  achievements  still  adhered  to  the  BridA  name, 
iDid  was  immortal.  ^  * 

Sudi  being  the  imperishable  attributes  of  ndlteory  glory, 
diose  men  may  well  be  styled  patriots,  who  essentially  con- 
tributed to  its  attainment,  if  not  by  libeir  personal  servidbs 
in  the  field,  at  least  by  the  proper  application  of  that  influ- 
ence which  their  rank,  property,  and  general  estimation  in 
society  ensure  to  them.  In  this  high  station  stood  several 
Highland  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who,  with  much  barren 
land  and  moderate  revenues,  but  with  great  personal  and 
family  influence,  could,  on  any  emergency,  step  forward  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  brave  and  hardy  men,  to  assert  and 
support  their  country'^s  claim  to  the  glorious  distinction  so 

* 

*  Mr  Wyndhsm's  Speech  on  the  TOtt  of  thanki  for  the  battle  of 
Maida« 
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eloquently  dissonbed  by  the  enlightened  statesman  whose 
opinions  hav^  been  just  quoted. 

Among  Highland  proprietors  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane 
holds  a -pre-eminent  rank.  Possessing  an  estate  superior  in 
extent  to  many  Continental  principalities,  *  and  but  little 
inferior  to  some  of  them  in  the  number  of  its  people,  he 
made  an  early  offer  of  his  services  to  mse  two  Fencible  re^ 
giments,  which  were  rafndly  ottnpleted  in  the  summer  of 
- 1798*  In  a  few  months  afterwards,  a  third  battalion  wais 
embodied ;  the  whole  force  amoun^g  to  2,800  men,  df 
whom  1,600  were  from  the  estate  of  Breadalbane. "  Thui9, 
while  Lord  Breadalbane  managed  his  great  estate  so  as  to 
preserve  mimy  able  men  in  those  pastoral  and  agricultural 
occupations  which  generally  ensure  virtuous  contentment 
and  happiness ;  they,  in  gratitude  for  such  patriarchal  kind- 
ness, and  in  the  hope  that  the  same  fatherly  pi^oteclKlti 
would  be  continued,  came  forward,  at  the  call  of  their 
Chief,  in  the  numbers  just  mentioned.  -  And  certainly 
the  man  who  can  comsnand  the  services  ol,  such  a  body 
contributes  in  no  small  degree  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
that  ^  glory  to  his  country  which  is  far  more  valuable  to 
it  than  any  acquisition  whatever  ;^  for,  without  gbod  said 
brave  men  to  fight  our  battles,  we  should  soon  have  neith^ 
country,  independence,  nor  glory.  And  next  to  IJie  conii- 
mander,  whose  talents  and  courage  lead  the  soldiers  of  hia 
country  to  victory,  is  the  person  who,  by  a  humane  and  jn« 
dicious  management  of  a  numerous  body  of  people  placed 
by  Providence  under  his  charge  and  control,  promotes 
those  habits,  and  that  prosperity  and  independence,  which 

**  Lord  BretcUlbsne's  estate,  which  eapports  a  population  of  13,^7 
persons^  oomnKenoes  two  milea  east  of  Tay  Bridge^  in  the  coaiity  of  Fertb^ 
and  extends  westward  ninety-nine. and  a  half  milea  to  Easdale^  in  Ar<i  ' 
gyleshire^  varying  in  breadUi  from  three  to  twelve  and  fifteen  mile^ 
and  interrapted  ohly  by  the  property  of  diree  or  four  proprietors,  idio 
posHM  one  side  of  a  valley/ov  gfen,  while  Lord  Breadalbane  has  the 
ether,  so  that,  varyiqg  his  direction  a  little  to  the  r^ht  or  left,  hf  can 
travel  nearly  one  hundred  mlks  from  cast  to  west  on  his  own  property. 
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wpe  nceeBuaj  to  iann,  virtuous  men  aad  good  soMiera. 
Such  was  Lord  Breadalbane  when  he  pveeented  his  Sjog 
nod  couBtny  with  1,000  Me  mte ;  nor  is  it  to  be  doubted 
4h«t  he  will  cootiiiue  the  same  course^  and  preserve  an  ia- 
dqpleudcti^  virtuous^  «iid  high-qpiiited  peasautry,  and  noty 
like  tUQce  northerly  |iroprieton^  forget  the  claims  of  on  aa- 
jyent  aud  viihiable  t9ce^  banish  them  from  their  native  land, 
or  reduce  those  who  are  permitted  to  remain  to  the  mto*- 
tion  of  dayJahourers ;  *  a  situation  not  well  calculated  to 
foster  that  independence  of  spirit  which  lays  the  foundatioD 
of  the  ^'  glory  of  those  illustrious  aduevements  which  ad» 
here  to  the  British  name,  and  are  immortaL^ 

Some  persons,  probably  from  a  wish  to  d^cedate  the 
chamoter  of  the  Highlanders,  in  extenuation  of  thdr  own 
iMmduot  towards  them,  have  observed,  as  I  have  more 
iparticularly  noticed  in  the  last  article,  that  there  is  much  of 
ad£«dterest  in  those  voluntary,  or  rather,  as  they  call  them, 
invoiiuilaiy,  services ;  as  the  men  expect  some  reward  in  the 
shape  of  small  settlements  for  thonsdves  when  disabled  or 
discharged,  or  some  favour  in  behalf  of  their  aged  parents 
in  their  absence*  All  this  may  be  very  true ;  for  we  are 
not  to  suppose  that  the  Highlander  is  careless  of  bis  own 
interest,  or  that  he  willingly  undervalues  any  services  he 
may  peifc»m*  When  a  man  ccmfers  a  favour,  it  is  quite 
.natural  that  he  diould  expect  some  return  from  a  per- 
son who  has  ample  power  to  repay  him ;  and  when  a 
young  Highlander  makes  a  voluntary  surrender  of  his  per- 
jcmal  services  to*  his  landlord,  it  is  rather  too  great  a  re- 
finement on  .generosity  to  accuse  him  of  selfish  motives^ 
because  he  may  expect  a  small  spot  of  that  land,  of  which 
'  the  other  has  so  much  to  spare,  as  a  future  settlement 
for  himself  if  he  lives  to  return  home,  or  for  his  aged 
parents  when  deprived  of  his  support.  Nor  will  this  ex- 
pectation be  deemed  unreasonable  when  the  boon  amounts 
to  no  more  than  a  simple  preference  of  occupancy,  die  te- 
nant who  had  served  his  country  pa3ring  as  good  rents  as 

•  * 

*  $ee  Note  N.  in  the  Appendix. 
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the  land  is  worth  :-^hi  ahart,  the  preference  being  only  on 
the  condition  of  paying  equal  rent  with  a  stranger.  These 
stipulations)  accompanied  by  a  small  bounty  of  twenty  shil- 
lings, surely  cannot  be  held  to  indicate  a  greater  d^ree  of 
aelf-interest  than  is  reasonable  in  a  people  who  are  belieyed 
to  be  npwise  indifferent  to  their  own  welfare,  or  deficient  in 
parental  or  filial  affection. 

But  in  whatever  light  we  may  view  these  conditicnis^ 
sanctioned  merely  by  the  word  of  the  Chieftain^  whidi 
was  suflSicient,  without,  any  written  contract,  they  were 
effective;  for,  in  a  few  days,  and  indeed  as  quickly  as 
the  oaths  could  be  administered  by  several  neighbouring 
gentlemen  whg  Attended  as  justices  of  the  peace,  600 
men  were  attested  at  Taymouth  Castle,  the  cest  quick- 
ly following.  They  were  then  removed  to  Perth,  where 
they  wei:e  joined  by  those  raised  there  and  in  different  parts 
of  the  country ;  and  the  whole  were  embodied,  and  form- 
ed into  two  battalion^  called  the  1st  and  2d  BreadaUbane 
Fencible  Highlanders. 

Seang  wiUi  what  fadlity  these  hattalixxns  were  rused,  it 
was  a  matter  of  subsequent  regret  that  their  iarms  of  ser- 
viioe  iwe^  limited  to  Sa>tknd.  Five  years  afterwards,  (in 
l?t9%)  when  political  affm  offered  no  prospect  of  a  speedy 
iemipxiUon  of  ho6t]litie%  and  whem  the  inefficiency  of  the 
Scotch  Fenciblies,  from  their  confined  ephere  .of  ^rvice^  was 
percdived,  they  were  .disbanded.  In  this.  redactio%thje  first 
«[id  seccopid  bfl^t^ioi^  of  Breadalbane  were  included*  The 
third -battalion  was  retained,  as  the  service  had,  from  its  or»- 
ff[i  in  1794,  been  extended  to  Ireland. 

This  battalion  was  accordingly  removed  .to  Ireland  in 
1795,  and  was  stationed  in  different  parts  ^  that  country 
till  180S,  when  it  was  reduced.  In  support  of  the  opinion 
whidi  I  have,  with  perhaps  too  mudi  presumption,  offered 
an  the  superior  value  and  virtue  of  an  agricultural  popula- 
tion,, and  in  justification  of  the  feelings  with  which  I  have 
viewed  the  proceedings  of  those  who  have  depopulated  so 
many  Higldsnd  vsUeys,  I  state  the  IbUosrtng  fact,  which 


is  well  MTorthy  the  notice  of  the  nobleman  whose  estates  pro- 
duced so  great  a  proportion  of  these  three  corps,  and  equal- 
ly deserving  the  attention  of  Government.     The  fact  to 
which  I  allude  is,  that,  in  the  five  jears  during  which  those 
corps  were  embodied,  only  five  men  of  those  recruited  in 
the  Highlands  were  subjected  to  punishment.     The  unfor- 
tunate misunderstanding  which  occurred  in  Glasgow*  was  of 
a  different  cast^  and  would  pfobably  not  have  happened, 
nad  the  character  of  the  men  been  properly  a|>preciated, 
and  their  dispositions  studied ;  for  that  severity  of  piinisli- 
ment  which  is  necessary^  and  without  which  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  curb  and  preserve  in  due  discipline  certain  de- 
scriptions of  men,  would  totally  destroy  others,  and  pro- 
duce the  very  crimes  which  it  was  intended  to  prevent.    It 
will  be  seen  in  another  ardde  that  the  attempt  to  enforce 
this  power,  which  every  commander  of  a  corps  ought  to 
have,  (though  it  should  be  used  with  great  discretion,  and 
not  without  extreme  necessity,)  was  attended  with  IJie  worst 
effects ;  for  the  horror  excited  by  this  sort  of  punishment 
in  the  minds  of  men  who  viewed  it,  as  all  such  punishments 
ought  to  be  viewed,  namely,  as  a  misfortune  kad  disgrace, 
occasioned  in  the  Breadalbane  Fencibles  an  open  violation 
of  all  order  and  military  disci{)line.     The  conduct  of  the 
men  on  this  occa^on,  aftei*  the  first  burst  of  indignation  and 
horror  had  subsided,  and  after  they  had  become  senrible 
of  the  breach  of  duty  which  they  had  committed,  was  ma^ 
Difested  in  the  voluntary  surrender  of  a  few,  who  offered 
themselves  for  punishment  as  an  atoneihent  for  their  com- 
rades.    This  was  a  conclusive  proof  of  the  principles  on 
which  they  acted,  especially  as  contrition  for  a  crime  is 
often  admitted  as  a  proper  satisfaction,  more  particularly 
when  originating   in   honourable,   though  mistaken  mo- 
tives.    Military  discipline  would  not  probably  have  sufiered 
had  these  men  been  pardoned.     OflBcers  who  have  violated 
the  laws  by  killing  an  antagonist  in  a  duel,  are  allowed  the 

*  Set  articieon  tht  Mnlinies  of  the  Hi^itnd  Acgimenli. 
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plea  of  honour  as  a  suiBcient  defence;  therefore,  when  sol- 
diers act  tcom  a  principle  of  honour,  why  should  not  the 
same  excuse  be  extended  to  them  ?  By  thus  admitting  them 
within  the  pale  of  honour,  would  not  an  additional  security 
for  their  future  conduct  be  obtained  ?  Might  not  the  gene- 
rous self-deyodon  of  the  soldier  Macmartin,  to  save  from  cen« 
sure  his  officer  and  fliend^  wliokad  conceded  so  much  to  his 
solicitation,  have  been  acc^ted  as  a  sufficient  expiation  for 
the  crimes  of  the  whole^  hicitiding  Sutherland,  the  soldier 
who  was  shot  ?  , 
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SUTBEBLAND. 

I  HATS  already  stated  the  seal  and  spnt  with  which  the 
youth  of  this  diftant  ooimtry  engaged  in  his  Majesty's  senrioe 
in  the  yean  1759  and  1779*  On  the  oocaaon  in  question 
theie  was  no  defidency  of  qiirit,  and  when  it  was  known  in 
Sutherland  that  thar  Countess  was  expected  to  caU  forth  a 
portion  of  the  most  able-bodied  men  on  her  eztensiTe  estates^ 
the  officers  whom  she  appointed  had  only  to  make  a  selectian 
of  those  who  were  best  calculated  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the 
rq^iment,  which  was  completed  in  as  shcnl  a  time  as  the 
men  could  be  collected  from  the  rugged  and  distant  districts 
they  inhabited*  * 

The  r^;iment  was  embodied  at  Fort  George  and,  includ* 
ing  a  company  from  Ross-shire,  commanded  by  Mr  Mac- 
leod  ot  Cadboll,  amounted  to  1,084  men,  with  drummers 
and  pipers.  Colonel  Wemyss  of  Wemyss,  who  command- 
ed the  Sutherland  regiment  of  1779)  was  appointed  Colonel, 
and  the  Honourable  James  Stuart  Lieutenant-Colonel* 

This  regiment  was  fortunate  in  having  a  Colcmel  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  who  understood  the  character  of  the 
men,  and  the  discipline  which  suited  them*  The  Adjutant 
did  not,  in  the  first  instance,  attend  to  this,  and,  resorting 

*  An  instanoe  of  this  sdectum  of  men  was  seen  in  Perth  when  the 
regiment  was  stationed  there  some  time  after  it  was  established.  So 
oumenms  a  band  of  fine  yoang  men  came  up  from  Sutherland^  that  all 
could  not  be  leeeived,  as  the  regiment  did  not  require  so  many  recmits. 
They  were  conaequently  obliged  to  return  home.  HoweTer,  several  en« 
listed  into'  other  regiments. 
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to  »  system  of  ooerekm  which  experienee  proved  to  be  uii- 
necessary,  the  same  horror  at  the  thoughts  of  disgraceful 
punishments,  and  the  same  symptoms  of  resistance,  occurred 
as  had  been  exhibited  in  odier  Highland  corps  in  omilar 
circumstances ;  but  the  judicious  interference  of  the  comf 
manding  officer  checked  the  proceedings  of  the  Adjutant^ 
and  this  threatening  storm  tietaixtly.  subsided.  With  the 
exception  of  the  men  put  into  confinement  on  this  occasion, 
and  of  that  of  a  serjeant  aild  two  men  for  the  escape  of  a 
deserter  whom  they  were  escorting,  this  respectable  body  of 
mei^ssrw  five  yeatn^  pafa  .%ithoui  an  lodiEddual  offisndin^  in 
a  manner  that 'Codd  bv  called  crime* 

In  170^  the  veffstmA  isxteadcd  their  services  to  Irdand. 
In  that  country,  except  some  rapid  mardbei^  and  one  skixw 
mish  with  the  rebels,  ihey  had  little  opporUmity  of  proving 
Aemselveskiiheield;  but  it  was  and  of  them,  that  ^  dieir 
conduct  and  maangn  softened  the  horrdrs  of  war,  and  they 

were  not  a  week  m  a  Aresb  quarter,  or  cantonment,  that  dwy 
cKd  not  coQcfliaie  and  become  iattimate  with  the  people.^ 

Immediately  after  th^  conciusion  of  the  disturbances,  th» 
regiment  wasotdien^  firom  Ireland,  mardied  to  Fort  George, 
and  there  reduced.  OEtnUMtetbg  the  gretft  demandfor  men 
at  that  period,  and  the  chara^cfeer  the  eorps  bad  sustained,  it 
was  a  matter  of  subseqtiMi  regret  that  no  attempt  had  besn 
made  to  encourage  them  to  reengage  ott  a  more  enlarged  scak 
of  service.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  afaoost  all  of 
them  would  have  re-enMsted.  .  Two4hkds  of  tiie  men  re* 
turned  to  their  native  country.  This  oversif^  however, 
was  in  some  measure  remedied,  and  thmr  service  agam  call* 
ed  for.  In  what  numnar  du^  utiswered  this  call  will  be 
Mn  by.  the  service  of  the  98d  reghnent 
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'  I«  'the  ocmT0edf  a  loiig^  Kfe>/  she  DiriEe  cf  Cnordcyfi  bee  sees 
his  country  engaged  in  three  suooeanv^^ratB)  fior  tbefirosecu-r 
taoa  of  "wUch  he^  by  his  territorial  aad  peraoiial  Jn^Qoaite, 
contributed  Id  laisefbor  x^giments^  composed  of  men  %r^ 
qualified  for  audi  a  pqrpose.  .  The  89th  iUEidJ9M  Y^gim^aU 
have  proved  thial  in  their  sernoe  bbth  abRoad  I4ld  at  hom^ 
The  Qrordoa  Fencabka  of  IT?^^  although  owfip^d  to  a  poce 
limited  sphere  of  lenrioey^Pasooiaposed  of  e(]^ly  good  ma. 
tenalg.  t%e  FendUe  regimeat  of  1798  waa  the  fi^me.  It  was 
quickly  raised  and  embodied  at  Abeifdoen;     The  Duke  of 
Qordoa^  ownmifipoti  as  Colonel-  was  dated  the  3d  of  March. 
The  unifbrm  was  the  fuU  Highliuaid  garb.    Upwards  of  900 
men*  wene  raised  on  the  GordcAjeslates  in  gtradwpey.  Bade* 
oocfa;  and  Loehaber.    hu  ^v^  mwiber  w^^is  xecr^^ted  from 
gentlemen^  eatatoaiQiihe  ndgbbwirbood^  and  aboutl,60  from 
theGLonalandsof  AbenMn,San£^aa4£}ffAii;  fUof  th^mmen 
o£  goad  obiraetar,  i^d  thatigh.  iK>t  m  general,  t^^  ^^  stout 
igtMl  weU  imada    The  service  of  the  regimi^n^  wm  oonfined 
td .  Scotbipd^  but  the  men  having  volunteered  to.  p^ct^pd  )^ 
the  offer: was  a^epted^  and  ao^rdingly,  in  JTO^'they.^ere 
removed  to  England,.    liVbenqMar^red  ip  K^^  d^e^J^^p^ 
who  had  never  seen  a  Highland  regiment,  ordered  the  Gor- 
<lon  Fencibles  up  to  London,  where  they  were  reviewed  in 
Hyde  Park  in  the  presence  of  his  Majesty,  who  exjunessed 
himself  highly  satisfied  with  their  appearance.    As  this  was 
^e  first  Highland  regiment  reviewed  near  Lopdon,  with  the 
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exoeptkm  of  the  review  of  the  Black  Watch  on  Finchley 
Common  in  1748,  the  novelty  of  the  sight  attracted  a  great 
crowd  of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood. 

The  Gordon  Fencibles  remmned  in  England  till  ordered 
to  Scotland  in  1798,  where  they  were  reduced  with  the 
other  FepciUe  corps. 
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ROTHSAY  AND  CAITHNESS. 

1794. 

Although  the  county  of  Caithness  is  within  the  Hij^ 
bind  boundary,  yet,  in  its  natural  appearance,  bong  in  ge- 
neral low,  and  destitute  of  mountains,  it  has  more  of  a  Low- 
land than  a  Highland  character;  and,  as  if  the  Highland  garb 
were  to  be  worn,  and  the  Gaelic  language  to  be  spoken  only 
fay  mountaineers,  there  has  always  been  more  of  the  Lowland 
costume,  and  of  the  Saxon  or  Scotch  language,  in  that  than 
in  any  other  Highland  county.  It  is  xather  remarkable 
that,  apparently  fin:  the  same  reason,  the  Highland  dress  has 
always  been  little  worn  (even  when  it  was  not  illegal)  in  the 
low  and  flat  peninsula  of  Eantyre,  in  Argyleshire. 

But,  though  Caithness  differed  so  much  in  dress  and  lan- 
guage firom  more  mountainous  districts,  there  was  little  or 
none  in  the  general  principles  which  guided  the  Highland* 
ers;  and  as  fidelity  and  attachment  to  thdv  chiefs  and 
lairds  were  preserved,  it  was  to  be  expected,  that,  when 
the  country  had  occasion  for  the  services  of  the  men  of 
Caithness,  they  would  be  found  ready :  and,  havinga  chief- 
tain so  patriotic  as  Sir  John  Sinclair  of  Ulbster,  the  head  of 
an  ancient  and  respectable  faniily,-to  lead  them,  there  could 
be  little  drflSculty  in  rainng  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to 
constitute  a  regiment.  Nor  was  there  any,  as  was  shown  in 
the  year  1794,  when  Sir  John  Sinclair  received  letters  of 
service  to  raise  a  regiment  of  Fencible  Highlanders^  whose 
duty  should  extend  to  England.  As  both  officers  and  men 
were  prindpally  natives  of  Caithness,  no  name  could  be 
more  appropriate  than  the  ^^  Cuthness  Fencibles-^    But 
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the  OMiities  of  Bule  and  Caithnen  Mug  uinted  in  sen^Cng 
aheniately  a  Member  to  repgresent  them  in  Parliament,  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales  hating  been  pleased  to  grant  parmia* 
aion  that  Rothsay,  his  chief  title  in  Scotland,  should  be  add- 
ed, the  battalion  was  called  the  Rothsay  and  Caithness 
Fencibles.  •  ^ 

Though  this  regiment  was  not  completed  with  the  same 
expedition  that  the  rtnks  of  the  Breadalbane,  Sutherland, 
and  other  regiments  had  been  filled  up,  an  excellent  efficient 
battalion  was  assembled  at  Inverness  in  October  1794, 
and  embodied  by  Lieutenant-General  Sir  Hector  Munro. 
Among  the  circumstances  connected  with  this  corps,  which 
attracted  notice,  was  the  appearance  of  the  officers,  nineteen 
of  whom  averaged  six  feet  in  height. 

The  uniform  of  this  re^ment  was  different  from  that  worn 
by  other  Highland  corps.  It  was  a  bonnet  and  feathers,  with 
a  plaid  thrown  across  the  shoulders,  and  tartan  pantaloons, 
in  imitation  of  the  truis,  *  (which  is  said  by  some  to  be  the 

"  The  fbllowing  aneedote  tends  to  show  that  the  truis  or  hreeehes 
were  worn  in  Cidthness  in'  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  at  a  time  when  the 
kOt  and  plaid  were  the  uniTersal  garb  of  the  rest  of  the  Highlands ; 
ooDsequentlyy  there  is  the  greater  reason  for  the  Caithness  regiment  ^v^ 
ing  assumed  the  truis  for  their  uniform. 

About  the  period  of  the  Restoration,  the  Earl  df  Caithness  had  been 
reduced  to  great  sindts  and  peeoniary  difficultieB^  His  debts  were  s6 
heavy,  that  he  was  obliged  to  execute  a  disposition  of  his  estate  in  lb» 
▼our  of  8ir  John  Campbell  of  Glenorchy,  who  purchased  the  greatest 
part  of  his  debts,  and  thus  became  the  principal  creditor ;  and,  in 
eonsequenoe  of  the  dlspoeition,  a  charter  was  passed  in  167S  invest- 
ing Gienorchy  with  the  estate  of  Caithness.  The  Earl  died  in  1676, 
and  in  1 679  his  widow,  a  dangfatar  of  the  Marquis  of  Argyll,  married 
Sir  John  Campbell,  who  took  possession  of  the  estate,  and  assumed 
the  fitle  of  Earl  of  Caithness,  as  bang  territorial,  and  attached  to, 
and  unalienable  firom,  die  possession  of  the  land.  He  accordingly 
got  a  patent  of  the  earldom  firom  die  Crown,  and  was  created  Earl 
of  Caithness.  This,  however,  was  an  assumption  of  night  to  which  the 
Sindairs  would  not  submit,  and,  in  the  true  spirit  of  clansmen,  deter- 
mined to  support  the  distressed,  to  preserve  the  sinking  family  of  their 
Chief,  and  to  assert  the  daims  of  his  l^itimate  heir.  These  were 
not  mere  words ;  and  the  arm  of  the  law  being  neither  |m>  loog  nor  so 
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gurb  of  the  andent  Gael  and  Celts,)  amtnounted  witha  stripfe 
of  yellow  along  the  seams,  a  fringe  of  tartan*  on  the  outa^ 
of  the  thigh,  and  the  same  round  the  ankle. 

stnmg  in  those  days  as  in  kter  times,  (whea«  aooording  to  the  old 
Highlanden^  it  hsd  reached  Rbes-shire,)  the  new  Earl  of  Caith- 
oess  was  obliged  to  take  to  the  sword  to  gain  possession  of  his  ac- 
quisitions ;  andy  instead  of  repairing  to  Edinburgh  to  employ  Uiw- 
ycis,  (mercenary  and  hired  troops,  as  they,  bo  doubt,  wotdd  be  caUed 
by  our  modem  revolutionists,)  to  fight  Ar  and  maintain  bis  claims^  he 
followed  the  Highland  fashion,  and,  collecting  1,100  Breadalbane 
men,  including  the  followers  of  the  immediate  descendants  of  his  fa- 
mily, Gienlyon,  Glenfalloch,  Lochdochart,  AchaUader,  &c.,  and  those 
of  his  neighbour  and  brother-in-law,  the  Laird  of  Macnab,  marehed 
with  this  amy  to  Caithness,  and,  in  a  pitched  battk  wi(h  the  Sindain^ 
(who  rose  to  oppose  him,)  fought  for  his  title,  and,  having  gaiiwd 
the  victory,  quartered  his  men  in  the  country  for  three  years,  levy- 
ing rents  and  taxes,  as  if  in  a  conquered  country.  But  though 
the  Sindairs  were  forced  to  yield  in  the  first  instance,  they  so 
harassed  the  invaders,  and  showed  such  hostility  and  determined 
resolution  to  oppose  the  claims  of  Glenorchy,  that  he  at  last  yield- 
ed ;  and,  after  a  long  negotiation,  and  on  a  reference  to  the  King 
in  Council^  by  whom  it  was  found  that  the  title  was  unalienable  from 
the  male-heirs,  the  Sindairs  got  possession  of  their  Chief's  estate-  The 
King  created  Sir  John  Campbell  Earl  of  Breadalbane  on  a  new  patent, 
and  the  andent  earldom  of  Caithness  went  to  the  legitimate  heir, 
George  Sinclair  of  Keiss. 

I  havcnow  oome  to  the  reason  for  telling  this  long  story,  namely^  to 
show  that  in  the  reign  of  Charlea  IL  breeches  were  worn  in  Caithness. — 
In  the  heat  of  the  battle,  and  when  the  Caithneas  men  were  beginning  to 
.  give  way,  Glenorchy's  piper  struck  up  a  voluntary,  the  inspiration  of  the 
moment,  when  the  sounds  of  the  instrument  seemed  to  express  in  a  very 
remarkable  manner  the  words, ''  bodach  na  brigan,"&c ;  *  '*  the  breeohes 
men  are  retreating— the  men  with  the  breecheaare  flying."  The  tune 
haa  ever  since  been  called  Lord  Breadalbane's  March  to  Battle^  and, 
when  well  played,  appears,  to  a  person  conversant  with  the  Gaelic  lan- 
guage and  pipe  music,  to  articulate  the  words  just  mentioned.  There  is 
another  resson  for  believing  that  the  Saxon,  the  breeches,  and  the  truis, 

*  Although  Bodach  literally  means  aa  Old  Man,  it  conveys  to  a  Highlander 
a  great  deal  morel  It  is  quite  an  imtranilatAble  word.  A  Lowland  vulgar 
down,  comes  nearest  to  the  Highlanders*  meaning  of  the  word.  When  the 
Breadalbane  men  saw  men  with  breeches,  they  were  in  tbdr  eyes  Lowlandeis 
or  Goths— Bodach  Gauld— the  Goth  or  SInngsr.  Bodadi  is  a  term  exptrntt 
•f  great  coBtsmpt. 
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This  battalion  was  in  the  Usual  manner  stationed  in  dif- 

« 

ierent  quarters,  and  reduced  in  the  year  1799* 

In  the  year  1795  Siir  4ohn  Sindair  again  receive^  letters 
of  service  for  raiang  a.  second  battalion  of  Rothsay  and 
Caithness  Fencibles,  which  was  inspected  and  embodied  by 
Lieutenant-General  Hamilton  at  Forfar  in  May.  The  es* 
tablishment  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  first  battalion^ 
but  the  service  was  extended  to  Jrelfuid, .  In  this  battalion 
there,  were  <Hily  about  350  men  from  Caithness  and  Sm-- 
therland;  and,  consequently,  a  greater  proportion  from 
the  southern  counties  than  in  the  other  battalion.  The 
uniform  of  both  was  the  same.  Immediately  after  the 
inspection  they  w^e  marched  to  the  south  of  Scotland, 
lind  from  thence  crossed  over  to  Ireland,  where  the  r^- 
ment  did  duty  in  camp  and  barracks  throughout  all  the 
troubles ;  and  in  the  year  1799,  Sir  John  Sinclair  obtain- 
ed a  warrant  to  augment  the  regin^ent  to  1,000  effective 
men,  under  the  designation  of  Caithness  Highlanders^  with 
field  ofiicerst  captains,  and  si|baltems  in  proportion.  Cap*- 
tain  Benjamin  Williamson  was  appointed  second  Lieutenant- 
Col6nel. 

L.ieutenant-Colonel  Williamaon  was  ordered  to  Scotland 
to  conduct  the  recruiting  of  this  new  force,  and,  in  the 
month  of  December  1799>  he  joined  the  r^^iment  in  the 
county  of  Cork,  with  536  recruits.  They  had  been  pr&. 
vioualy.  inspected  in  Dublin  by  Major-Greneral  Sir  James 
Henry  Craig,  and,  having  received  marked  apprpbation  from 
that  strict  disciplinarian,  and  accurate  judge  of  the  physical 
capability  necessary  for  a  soldio-,  it  may  be  believed  thi^ 
these  recruits  filmed  very  good  subjects  for  the  necessary 
duties  of  the  profession. 

> 

have  long  been  the  langosge  and  dress  of  Caithtfess.  The  HighlsaderB 
call  the  country  GauUu, — the  country  of  the  strangers,  or  of  the  Saxoqs 
or  Groths.  Lord  Caithness  is  called  Morar  Gaullu— Caithness  being  a 
word  udcnown  in  the  Gaelic  Morar  is  the  (raelic  fbr  Lord;  but 
Monur,  or  Lord,  is  not,  as  in  Eng^iah^  applied  to  express  God  Alm^hty : 
the  Great  Lord  of  AU  is  Teorn. 
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I  have  had  frequent  oocasioii  to  men^on^  that  irluit  of 
space,  and  the  nature  of  my  plan,  oblige  me  to  suppresB 
many  eircumstaacea  and  ane(5dotet  which  tend  to  illustrate 
character,  and  show  the  sfnrit,  turn  of  mind,  and  principles 
of  action  of  the  pe<^le  of  the  north,  both  in  their  nulitary 
and  civil  capadty.     I  am,  therefore,  in  each  article^  under 
the  necessity  of  confining  mysdf  to  one  or  two  instances  out 
of  a  very  great  number  which  various  cbcumstances  enaiUe 
me  to  give.     In  the  present  case,  I  take  the  following 
extract  from  an  address  presented  to  Lieutenant-Colond 
Fraser  of  Culduthill,  commanding  the  regiment,  by  a  meet- 
ing of  the  magistrates  of  the  county  of  Armagh,  in  the 
year  1798,  the  Lord  Viscount  Grosford  the  Gov&mar  in  the 
Chair:  **  We  beg  leave  to  testify  our  highest  approbation 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Rothsay  and  Caithness  Fencibles  dur- 
ing a  period  of  fourteen  months,  and  under  circumstances 
of  peculiar  difficulty.*   ^Divided,  from  the  unfortunate  ne- 
cesrity  of  the  times,  into  various  cantimments,  and  many  of 
them  stationed  in  a  manner  most  unfavourable  to  military 
discipline,  they  yet  preserved  the  fidelity  of  soldiers,  and  the 
manly  rectitude  of  their  national  character.      It  is  with 
pleasure  and  sadsfaction  we  declare,  that  the  tranquillity 
which  this  county  is  now  happily  be^nning  to  enjoy  must^ 
in  many  respects,  be  ascribed  to  the  ready  obedience  and 
proper  depcotment  of  the  officers  and  men  under  your  com- 
mand. 

^^  For  reasons  thus  honourable  to  them,  and  grateful  to 
ourselves,  we  return  you  our  most  sincere  thanks,  and  re- 
quest you  will  communicate  to  the  officers,  non-commission- 
ed officers,^and  soldiers,  this  testimony  of  our  esteem  and  ac 
knowledgment  of  their  exemplary  conduct.^ 

The  regiment  continued  to  mi^tain  the  character  and 
conduct  which  called  forth  this  tribute  of  approbation; 
and  although,  ^^  from  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  state 
of  the  country,  they  were  much  detached,  often  i^moved 
from  the  control  of  their  officers,  and  thus  left  in  a  man- 
ner to  themselves,  yet  there  was  no  difference,  nothing 
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that  could  be  called  a  criine  eyer  gcoiirred.'"    This  was  the 
opinion  (founded  on  a  knowledge  of  facts)  of  a  respectaUe 
officer  who  commanded  the  corp^  for  several  years.     The 
soldieis  were  fortunate  in  being  placed  under  the  charge  of 
Colonel  WiUiamsoUi  whose  judgment  and  knowledge  of  the 
habits  and  dispositions  of  his  men,  enabled  him  to  make  the 
neeessazy  distinction  between  unintentional  or  slight  breaches 
of  discipline,  and  those  proceeding  from  depraved  habits,  or 
hardened  guilt.    Of  the  latter,  indeed,  he  had  none,  conse- 
quently courts-martial  were  not  frequent,  and  punishment 
slight.    For  neglects,  trifling  offences,  &c.  he  generally  call* 
ed  on  the  soldiers  of  their  respective  companies  to  bring 
the  offenders  to  account ;  to  award  some  slight  punishment, 
and  to  keep  a  sharp  eye  over  them  afterwards.     This  mode 
has  prevailed  in  many  Highland  regiments,  and  with  the 
happiest  effects,  but  no  small  caution  is  required  in  the  se- 
lection of  proper  men  for  this  moral  superintendence.  They 
must  be  correct  in  their  own  conduct,  for  punishments  or 
advice  from  men  who  require  both  themselves,  and  show  an 
example  of  the  very  conduct  they  reprobate,  cannot  be  expect- 
ed to  be  received  even  with  common  patience,  far  less  with  re- 
spect, and  a  resolution  to  benefit  by  them.    Precaution  is  al- 
so required  in  another  point  of  view,  namely,  in  what  man- 
ner the  men  exercise  their  authority,  and  thai  they  do  not 
punish  too  severely,  to  which,  remarkable  as  the  circiunstance 
may  appear,  they  often  show  no  small  propensity. 

This  regiment  enjoyed  a  remarkably  good  state  of  health. 
During  seven  years,  part  of  which  time  they  were  900  and 
1,000  strong,  the  number  of  deaths  were  only  2  officers  and 
S7  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  not  being  three- 
fourths  of  a  man  out  of  every  hundred  in  each  year. 

In  1797,  the  regiment,  with  the  exception  of  about  60 
men,  (all  the  60  were  from  the  North,)  volunteered  their 
services,  to  any  part  of  Europe.  The  offer  being  accepted, 
it  entitled  the  soldiers  to  pensions  when  disabled,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  in  regiments  of  the  line.  Ndther  at  that 
period,  nor  for  many  years  afterwards,  were  there  any  pen- 
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fiions  to  officers,  however  severe  their  wounds,  or  however 
much  disabled. 

In  the  summer  of  1800,  Government  directed  that  a  pro- 
portion of  men  from  the  Scotch  FenciUe  regiments  should 
be  allowed  to  volunteer  into  regiments  of  the  line,  an  ensign 
to  be  appointed  to  every  fifty  men  who  volunteered.  In 
consequence  of  this  order,  the  79th  and  92d  regiments  got 
800  men  and  4  officers  from  the  Caithness  Highlanders. 

In  1802,  the  regiqient  retpmed  to  Scotland^  and  was  re- 
duced in  that  year. 
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In  purBuanoe  of  the  resolution  to  raise  Fencible  corpe^ 
whose  service  was  to  extend  over  the  whole  of  the  British 
Ides,  Colonel  Campbell  of  Stonefidd  received  permission  to 
raise  a  regiment,  of  which  he  was  to  be  appointed  colonel, 
aiid  to  be  called  the  Dumbarton  Fencibles.  The  orders 
were  dated  the  11th  of  October  1794,  and  in  summer  1795 
the  regiment  was  inspected  by  Major-General  Sir  James 
Stewart,  and  reported  complete. 

The  regiment  was  immediately  removed  to  Guernsey ; 
and,  in  1796,  the  establishment  was  redticed  to  500  men, 
and  orders  were  issued  to  discharge  all  above  that  number. 
In  consequence  of  this  measure  the  regiment  was  benefited  by 
the  dismissal  of  some  indifferent  characters  recruited  in  Glas- 
gow and  other  adjacent  towns ;  so  that,  although  reduced  in 
numbers,  it  lost  nothing  in  character.  It  was  now  an  effi- 
dent  body  of  men,  and  in  1797  was  removed  to  Ireland.  At 
this  period  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maclaine  of  Lochbuy  was 
removed  to  the  Argyle  Fencibles,  and 'Lieutenant-Colonel 
Scott,  an  officer  of  much  experience,  succeeded  him. 

During  the  Irish  Rebellion,  this  corps  was  actively  occu- 
jned ;  and,  after  this  unpleasant  service,  was  employed  as 
a  light  infantry  corps  in  the  mountains,  under  Sir  John 
Moore,  who  kept  it  constantly  near  his  person.  It  was  a 
gratifying  compliment  to  a  young  corps  to  be  thus  noticed 
by  so  correct  a  judge  of  military  merit,  under  whom  they 
might  expect  to  be  kept  in  constant  activity  while  action  was 
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iiMeflsary,  imd  their  mmtaiy  experience 
both  by  precept  and  example.  By  the  recommendation  of  Gre- 
neral  Moore,  a  detachment  of  the  regiment  mas  ordered  as  a 
guard  to  400  rebel  prisoners  sent  to  Prussia,  with  direc- 
tions that  '^  the  detachment  should  consist  entirely  of  High- 
landers, as  the  service  required  confidential,  trust-worthy 
men.***     After  the  party  had  performed  this  duty,  and  ddi- 
Tered  their  prisoners,  instead  of  beii^  landed  at  Leith,  as  ori* , 
ginally  directed,  they  were  sent  to  Deal,  on  their  return  from 
the  Continent,  and  disembarked  in  Kent,  without  either  mo- 
ney  or  necessaries.     In  this  state  they  marched  to  Holy- 
heady  and  crossed  over  to  Ireland^  the  officer  commanding 
drawing  subsistence  at  the  different  military  stations  as  he 
marched  along*  He  joined  his  regiment  with  his  party  coos- 
plete,  and  without  a  complaint  against  any  individual  dur- 
ing this  long  march. 

The  regiment  remained  in  Ireland  till  1802,  when  they 
crossed  over  to  Scotland,  and  were  reduced.  In  testimony 
of  the  character  of  this  regiment,  I  give  the  opinion  of  ar^ 
spectable  officer,  and  good  judge.  ^^  In  my  long  service,  I 
knew  not  more  sob^  trust-wprtby  soldiers  than  those  of  the 
Dumbarton  regiment,  and  if  at  any  time  any  unpleasant  cir- 
cumstance occurred,  the  men  enlisted  in  the  country  were 
exempted.^ 

Thus  every  concurring  testimony,  the  experiaace  of  ev«Ey 
officer  of  observation,  and  the  unerring  evidence  of  time^ 
and  of  innumerable  examples  in  our  army,  tend  to  prove 
that  it  is  to  the  agricultural  population  we  vmst  look  for  the 
best  soldiers,  and  best  defenders  of  the  country.  They  will 
not  only  fight  with  courage  in  the  field,  but  will  raise  and 
preserve  the  national  character  by  their  conduct  in  quarters, 
and  in  no  small  degree  contribute  to  the  safety  of  the  state ; 
for  no  state  is  more  safe  or  free  from  foreign  invasion, 
or  in  less  danger  of  attack,  than  when  rival  or  neigh* 
bouring  nations  look  on  her  soldiers  with  a  respect  not  un* 
mixed  with  fear.  Encroachments  and  all  caus^  of  offence 
will  be  avoided  and  guarded  against ;  and  our  ganrisons  may 
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be  }oHi  wmmmB,  and  leas  expcntiiv,  «]id  our  nilkaiy  esta. 
hiiahmmts  redaoed.  Sddi  eould  not  be  the  case,  if  our  troops 
were  o[  cybeolule  hdiits,  and  of  courage  as  unsteady  as  A&r 
pciDGiples.  Thiis,  by  employing  a  proper  description  of  men, 
diediaracter  of  the  nation  is  maantttned  with  honour,  its  de* 
£enoe  k  siippcNrted  at  less  expeoce^  and  a  smaller  number 
of  men  will  be  drawn  trma  the  productive  labour  of  the 
country.     It  has  often  happened  that  our  colonial  con- 
quests haye  bsen  retaken,  owing  to  the  sickness,  morta- 
Bty,  and  disorganized  discipline  of  those  left  to  defend 
them,  originatrng  m  a  great  measure  from  intemperance 
and  immoral  habits.     The  cheapness  of  sprituous  liquors 
m  the  cdionies  admitting  of  an  intempemte  use  of  th^n^ 
dissipation  has  frequently  occanoned  mortal  diseases,  ag- 
grayated  by  the  deletaious  nature  of  the  spirits,  (being 
generally  hot,  fiery,  and  fresh  from  the  still,  as  these  are  the 
cheapest  and  readiest  to  be  obtained,)  to  such  an  extent  as 
not  only  to  weaken  the  garrison  by  sickness  and  deadi,  but 
to  inspire  with  hope  an  enemy  incapable  of  resisting  our  at- 
tacks while  temperance  and  discipline  were  preserved.     Af- 
ter the  conquest  of  Guadaloupe  in  1794,  General  Thomas 
Dundas  was  left  in  the  command  of  the  island.     His  ta- 
lents, zeal,  and  animated  example,  preserved  order  and  dis- 
dpline  in  his  garrison ;  but  when  he  died,  disorganization 
followed,  and  the  inhabitants  who  had  been  friendly^  and  in* 
vited  Sir  Charles  Grey  to  make  a  descent  on  the  island,  were 
now  irritated  by  the  conduct  of  the  troops.     They  rose,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  Victor  Hugues,  and  a  small  body  of 
men  arrived  from  France,  attacked  and  defeated  the  troops 
in  detail,  and  retook  the  colony*  *    Unfortunately,  such  in« 
stances  are  not  singular. 

*  The  enemy  were  ftJIy  teoaible  of  the  talents  of  General  Dundae, 
of  which  they  law  proof  in  the  spirit  with  whkli  he  mode  his  attadn 
when  the  ialiind  was  taken ;  but^  instead  of  respecting,  like  a  generous 
liberal  enemy^  the  memory  of  a  gallant  soldier,  they  showed  so  difibrent 
a  feeling,  that,  with  the  revengeful  and  savage  ferocity  of  the  revolu* 
tionary  and  republican  school,  they  disinterred  his  body  when  they  got 
posBCWon  of  the  island,  and,  after  burning  it  publicly,  scattered  the 
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To  8udi  an  earcess  was  dmnkenneis  earned  in  the  gani* 
son  of  Gibraltar,  before  the  goTemment  of  the  Duke  of 
Kent,  (by  whose  exertioos  that  vice  was  greadj  chedced,) 
that  it  greadj  diminished^  if  not  destroy^,  the  high  respeol^ 
the  Spaniards  f ormerl j  entertained  for  the  British  traopa ';; 
and  it  was  not  till  after  the  experience  of  more  than  one  cam- 
paign under  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  that  (he  conduct  of  the 
army  restor^  the  confidence  of  that  jealous  nation.  That  the 
character  of  British  troops  should  be  lowered  in  the  esteem 
of  the  world  by  the  prevalence  of  a  vice  whidi  may  be  said 
to  be  the  root  and  principal  cause  of  immorality,  crime,  and 
umnUitary  conduct,  whenever  such  has  happooed  in  our 
army,  is  a  subject  of  deep  impdrtanoe,  and  greatly  ta 
be  deplored;  When  temperance  prevails  among  the  troops, 
the  men  are  orderly,  quiet,  and  exemplary ;  crimes,  mis- 
demeanours,  and  unmilitary  conduct,  rarely  occur;  and, 
as  the  vice  generally  ori^nates,  and  is  encouraged  by  a 
comparatively  small  proportion,  it  is  certainly  an  object 
of  vital  importance  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  in- 
troduction into  our  military  ranks  of  such  men  as  not  only 
vitiate  the  principles,  but  hy  their  example  promote  isuch  ha- 
bits as  destroy  the  health  and  constitution  of  our  tioops. 

ashes  in  the  air ;  thus  paying  a  greater  compliment  to  this  brave  roan, 
whom  the  grave  could  no>  shelter  from  their  revenge^  than  if  they  had 
raised  a  monument  of  brass  to  this  chiTalrous  soldier^  who  '*- was  wise, 
yet  unassmning^-^brave,  mUd,  and  generons.*" 

When  Guadaloupe  was  taken  by  General  Beckwith  and  Admiral 
Cochrane  in  1810,  I  commanded  a  brigade  of  light  infantry^  and' 
being  anxious  to  show  a  mark  of  respect  to  an  officer  whom  mili- 
tary men  might  take  as  their  model,  I  proposed  a  subscription  among 
the  officers,  who  united  in  similar  sentiments,  to  erect  a  monument  to 
his  memory.  A  sufficient  sum  was  quickly  obtained,  the  General  and 
Admiral  warmly  joining  in  this  tribute,  and  an  elegant  marble  monu- 
ment^  executed  by  an  eminent  artist  in  London^  was  sent  out;  but  as 
the  cession  of  Guadaloupe  at  the  peace  was  contemplated^  the  monu- 
ment was  put  up  in  Trinidad,  a  colony  permanently  estaUiahed  as  a  pari 
of  the  British  dominions. 

*  Mr  Secretary, Dundsf^s  Speech,  5th  June  1796,  on  a  motion  to  ertct  a 
mODttment  to'  General  Dundas  in  St  PaulY 
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On  a  reference  to  the  conduct  and  habits  of  the  Highland 
regiments  included  in  the  preceding  notices  of  military  ser- 
vice, it  will  be  found,  that,  without  an  exception,  their  origi* 
nal  habits  were  so  temperate,  and  free  from  any  tendency  to  * 
e^tcess  in  the  use  of  liquor,  or  otherwise,  as  to  attract  genend 
observation ;  that  this  sobriety  withstood  many  years  of  ex- 
ample and  temptation ;  that  many  corps  whose  career  of  sei^ 
vice  was  short,  never  changed  to  the  last ;  and  that  others  pre- 
served the  same  line  of  conduct  till  the  introduction  of  men  of 
different  characters,  the  force  of  example,  and  the  influence 
of  climate,  caused  a  relaxation.     It  was  not  till  after  many 
years'  service  in  India  that  climate  so  changed  the  habits  of 
the  78th  regiment,  that  directions  to  drink  their  own  allow- 
ance of  spirits,  and  not  to  dispose  of  it  to  other  soldiers  as 
an  additional  means  Of  intoxication,  was  no  longer  necessary. 
The  same  moderation  in  the  use  of  liquor  prevuled  in  the 
42d  during  the  American  War,  when  their  allowance  was 
served  out  twice  a-week,  whereas  to  the  other  troops  it  was 
done  daily,  with  an  officer  present  to  direct  the  proper  deli- 
very and  proper  use  of  it ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  recruits  from 
Chatham,  and  the  draft  from  the  21st  and  ^th  regiments 
were  received,  that  any  change  took  places    Therefore,  as 
there  can  be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  preserving 
temperance  among  our  troops,  it  is  certainly  of  high  import- 
ance that  so  desirable  an  object  should  be  accomplished.  In 
the  Highlands  many  of  the  people  are  deplorably  vitiated 
by  smuggling,  and  the  operations  of  the  Excise  laws,  with 
their  train  of  false  swearing,  hatred,  jealousy,  and  revenge 
against  informers  ;  by  fraudulent  habits,  bad  payments,  ly** 
ing  and  deception,  forced  upon  them,  as  they  say,  by  the  de- 
mands of  landlords,  and  the  new  customs  and  manners  now 
getting  into  fashion.     Yet,  notwithstanding  these  appalling 
appearances,  and  the  approach  of  a  new  order  of  things,  (the 
encouraging  and  reviving  prospect  of  Highland  civilization, 
as  the  changes  are  termed  by  some  reporters  of  the  state 
of  religion  and  agricultural  improvements  in  the  north,) 
the  evil  may  be  checked,  and  pure  religion,  morality,  and 
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llir  Reeling  between  man  and  man^.may  yet  be  preserved,  if  a 
waming  be  taken  from  the  fearful  state  of  Ireland,  where,  as 
in  the  Highlands,  politics  form  no  part  of  the  complaints 
of  the  people.  The  ezan^le  of  the  peasantry  of  Irdand 
shows,  in  too  strong  colours,  that  no  increase  of  revenue 
to  the  GrOTenunent,  no  increase  of  rent  to  the  landlord, 
can  be  equivalents  for  the  disaffection,  demoralizati<m, 
and  despair  of  subjects  and  tenants,  who  contemplate  rek 
lief  only  from  the  destruction  of  those  who,  they  think, 
eauae  their  distress.  It  is  a  calculation  worthy  of  notice 
what  proportion  of  high  revenue  or  high  rents  is  lost,  or 
how  much  they  are  lessened  in  their  value,  when  collected, 
as  in  Ireland,  under  the  protection  of  the  bayonet,  and 
when  tenants  cannot  take  new  farms  without  the  risk  of 
being  shot  at  their  own  doors.  The  Highlands  are  yet  far 
from  this  state ;  but  the  approach,  however  distant,  should 
be  guarded  against.  We  have  still  much  honourable  prm- 
ci{de  and  moral  feeling.  These  may  be  destroyed,  but  they 
may  also  be  preserved ;  so  that,  when  a  raiment  is  raised  in 
the  Highlands,  a  party  of  them  may  be  selected  for  import- 
ant duties,  (as  in  the  case  of  the  Dumbartonshire,)  because 
*^  the  nature  of  the  service  requires  confidential,  trust- 
worthy men.^ 
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The  history  of  the  wars  of  Gustavus  Adolphuft  and  the 
Impeiialista  gave  celdbrity  and  disdnctioa  to  the  legiineiili 
raiaed  at  difiereot  periods  bj  the  family  ofMackay,  Lords 
Beay,  in  consequeiioe  of  the  estimation  in  which  these  eottpa 
were  held  by  the  greatest  Captain  of  his  age.  For  many 
oenturies  an  intimate  oonneetion  and  correspondence  had 
subsisted  between  Scotland  and  several  of  the  Continental 
nations.  The  long  and  friendly  intereourse  with  France, 
first  established  by  the  ancient  league,  *  as  it  was  called  in 


*  In  the  Introduction  to  Beagne'i  I&tory  of  the  CainpaigTM  in 
8oodaDd  In  the  yean  1548  and  1^49,  printed  in  Furis  in  1659,  the 
antluff  ststesy  tbst;  in  conaequenoe  of  theailianee  between  Ftsnee  and 
Soodsndy  imHmitod  oonfidenoe  mm  pkecd  in  the  Scots  hy  fiie  kings  of 
France^  who  had  alwaya  a  atnmg  body  guard  of  that  nation.    He  adds, 
**  This  guard  alone  oondnned  to  attend  the  Freneh  kings  tiR  the  teign 
of  Charlea  the  Serenth,  who  joined  some  Frenoh  companiea  with  them 
in  the  honourable  empbyment;  yet,  ao  aa  to  give  the  Scots  the  place 
and  pre-eminence  in  all  things ;— ^  exaatple,  the  Captain  of  the 
ScoU  Guards,  ao  oUed  to  thui  day,  (1666,)  isalways  designed  the  first 
Captain  of  His  Migesty's  Guards.    He  begins  to  attend  the  first  day  of 
the  year,  and,  when  others  are  on  duty,  he  may  take  the  first  rank, 
and  officiate  acoordinglyw     Wlien  the  kinpf  is  anointed,  the  Captain  of 
the  Scots  Guards  stands  by  him,  and  when  the  ceremony  is  oyer,  he 
takes  his  robes  as  hia  due.  When  thejteys  of  any  town  or  fbrtress  were 
presented  to  his  Mijeaty,  he  returned  them  that  minute  to  the  Cap* 
tain  of  the  Scots  Guaida.    Twenty-flVe  o£  this  guanl  wear  always.  In 
leatimony  of  unspotted  fidelity,  white  ooatfl^  overlaid  with  sflver  lace, 
and  sis  of  them  in  their  turns  stand  next  to  the  Royal  Person  at  oU 
timeil^  and  all  seasons/*^  the  efaurdi^  at  the  reception  efsmbasss^bta. 
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the  daja  of  Robert  the  First  of  the  StewartB^  nearly  five 
hundred  years  ago,  was  so  well  preserved,  that,  in  the  year 
1629)  when  the  author  of  the  ^^  Military  Memoirs  of  a  Ca- 
valier^ travelled  through  France,  he  and  his  companions 
**  found  it  very  convenient  to  call  themselves  Scotch  instead 
of  English ;  for  nothing  was  so  much  caressed  as  the  Sootdi, 
and  a  man  had  no  more  to  do  in  France,  if  he  would  be  well 
-received  there,  than  to  say  he  was  a  Scotchman.^  In  the 
North  of  Europe  the  case  was  nearly  the  same.  The  High- 
landers had  their  share  of  the  beneficial  consequences  of  this 
friendly  feeling.  After  the  year  1624,  and  early  in  the 
Thirty  Years'  War,  Lord  Reay,  the  Laird  of  Fowlia,  and 
other  gi^tlem^i  of  the  Highlands,  passed  over  to  Germany 
with  8,000  followers,  of  whom  one  regisnent  of  1,000  men 
consisted  of  Lord  Reay^s  own  immediate  dansmen.  *  These 

in  the  courts  of  justice^  and  generally  on  all  public  and  solemn  occa- 
sions whatever.  It  is  the  privilege  of  twenty-five  of  these  gentlemen 
to  carry  the  corpse  of  the  French  kings  from  Paris  to  their  burial-place 
at  St  Dennis.  In  a  wwd^  that  guard  has  ever  been  in  possesston  of  aH 
the  honour  and  oonfldence  the  king  of  Fxanee  can  bestow  upon  his  near- 
est  and  dearest  friends." 

The  above  was  written  by  a  French  author,  consequently  there  can 
be  no  doubt  either  of  its  authenticity  or  impartiality. 

The  recollectian  <^  this  friendly  alliance  is  not  lost  in  France,  par- 
tieulariy  in  the  southern  proviaoesy  where  ancient  manners  and  ftelingB 
have  been  less  changed  by  the  Revolution.  The  appearanoe  of  the 
Highland  regiments  revived  these  reoollections^  and  when  travelling 
through  Ghecony,  Languedoc,  and  Provence,  I  generally  found  the 
mention  of  my  name  met  with  a  desire  to  know  if  I  was  fVom  Scotland, 
accompanied  by  a  number  of  observations  on  the  friendly  connection 
which  had  so  long  subsisted  between  France  and  Scotland,  and  vrith 
more  knowledge  of  circumstances  and  more  of  anecdotes  on  the  part 
of  the  people,  than  could  have  been  expected ;  concluding  always  with 
an  expression  of  regret  on  account  of  the  interruption  of  the  ancient  in- 
timacy. 

*  An  eye-witness  of  the  conduct,  and  a  aharer  in  the  campaigns  of 
this  regiment,  speaks  in  the  following  terms :  "  And  thus  exercised  they 
were,  that  their  enemis  in  all  rencounters  could  not  but  duly  pruse 
them,  calling  them  the  invincible  old  regimeat,  which  always  renooun- 
U^  with  them  on  all  occasions,  so  that  Mackay's  name  was  moat  fre- 
quent through  the  glorious  fame  of  their  never  dying  fime  and  Mgf- 
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ael*^ 6a. Count  Maifefetdt'ffarmjr,  and  'wtare  to  frequmtly 
Q{Q)Q8ed<U>  the  enemy,  Ibat,  in  two  years,  more  than  half 
tjbyeit'iiiuober  had  faliea  in  battle.    Reinforced,  howeter,  to> 
their  ori^nal  atrengtji,  they  jwoed  the  army  of  Guatavus 
Adblphus  ia  1699.     ^  They  were  his  right  hand  in  battle, 
brought  forward  in  all  dangerous  enterprises ;  and  they 
may,  like  himself,  be  :said  to  have  fallen  in  the  field,  and  to 
have  been  buried  with  the  honours  of  war.^    In  confinna* 
tion  of  thiBBe  allegations,  the  author  of  the  Military  History 
qf,  6u6tavv3  Adolphus  gives  sevend  instances.  At  the  battle 
of  .Leipzig,  on  the  7th  Se|)tember  1631,  between  the  Swedes, 
under  Gustavus,  and  the  Imperialists,  commanded  by  the  ce* 
Ifhraied  General  Count  Tilly,  when  the  battle  had  continued 
{or.  some  time,  the  Saxon  troops,  auxiliaries  of  the  Swedes, 
had  been  driven  from  the  field,  and  other  corps  much  pressed ; 
<'  in  short,  all  that  wing  was  shattered,  and  in  an  ill  condi* 
tioD.    At  this  juncture  came  the  King,  and,  having  se^i' 
what  havock  the  en^ny  had  made  of  CuUenhacVs  troops, 
he  eame  riding  along  the  front  of  our  three  brigades,  and 
himself  led  us  on  to  the  charge ;  when  the  Scots  advanced, 
seconded  by  some  regiments  of  horse,  which  the  King  had 
also  sent  to  the  charge,  the  bloodiest  fight  began  that  ever 
man  beheld ;  for  the  Scots  brigade^  giving  fire,  three  ranks 
at  a  time,  ov^  one  another^s  heads,  poured  in  thdr  shot  so 
thick,  that  the  enepny  were  cut  down  like  grass  brfore  a 
scythe ;  and,  following  into  thie  thickest  of  their  foot,  made 
a  most  dreadful  slaughter,  and  yet  there  was  no  flying. 
Tilly's  men  might  be  killed,  but  no  man  turned  his  back, 
nor  would  give  an  inch  of  ground,  but  as  they  were  wheel- 
ed, or  marched,  or  retreated,  by  their  officers ;  and,  though 
they  knew  all  was  lost,  would  take  no  quarter,  but  fought  it 

ment«  never  wronged  by  fortune  in  iheir  fame,  though  divers  timet  by 
their 'enemies'  valour  they  sustained  great  loss;  but  would  to  God 
they  had  always  met  man  to  raan^  or  that  our  army  consisted  of  such 
men,  and  such  officers,  of  which  I  was  the  most  unworthiest"  * 

*  Cdood  Hunio,  EzpeditioD.    London,  printed  I64t. 
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out  to  tbe  last ;  the  wma  bemg  found  dead^  next  dAy^  in 
rank  and iile«8thej  were dlrawn  up*  ^  There  ift  honour  in 
overcoming  an  enemj,  but  it  rnnst  be  eidiaiiotd,  beyond  all 
compariflon^  when  the  victory  ii  gained  over  midi  a  sledU 
hearted  enemy  as  these  brave  Grennata.  The  same  author 
states,  that,  ^^  when  the  King  was  before  the  strong  castle 
of  Marienburgh,  which  was  thought  impregnable,  the  ene- 
my defying  the  Swedes  to  do  ib&r  worst,  it  Was  well  pto^ 
vided  with  all  things  necessary,  and  a  strong  garrison  in  it 
The  castle  stood  on  a  high  rock^  and  on  the  steep  of  the 
rode  was  a  bastion,  which  defended  the  only  passage  u^i 
the  hill  into  the  castle.  The  Soots  were  cho^n  to  make 
this  attack,  and  the  King  was  an  eye-witness  of  their  gal- 
lantry. I  observed  that  most  of  the  Scots  officers,  who  were 
not  called  upon  this  duty,  prepared  to  serve  as  vcdunteers, 
for  the  honour  of  their  country.  I  w&s  determined  to  see 
this  piece  of  service,  and  joined  myself  to  the  volunteers* 
It  was  a  piece  of  service  that  seemed  perfectly  desperate,^-^ 
the  advantage  of  the  hill,-— tbe  precipice  we  were  to  mounl,-^ 
the  height  of  the  bastion,-^the  resolute  courage  and  num* 
ber  of  the  garrison,  who,  from  a  complete  covert,  made  a 
terrible  fire  upon  us,-^all  joined  to  make  the  acticfn  hope* 
less ;  but  the  fiiiy  of  the  Scots  was  not  to  be  abated  by  any 
difficulties*  They  mounted  the  hill,  scaled  the  works  Mke 
madmen,  running  upon  the  enemy^s  pikes ;  and,  after  two 
hours^  desperate  fight,  took  it  by  stoni),  and  put  all  the  gar* 
rison  to  the  sword.  The  volunteer  officers  also  had  thek 
share,  and  of  the  loss  too.  Fourteen  ofi^oers  wure  killed 
out  of  thirty,  and  almost  all  were  wcRinded.  The  Khig  re- 
ceived  us,  as  we  drew  off  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  calling 
the  soldiers  his  brave  Scots,  and  commending  the  officers 
by  name."  ♦ 

By  repetition  of  such  services  as  these,'  the  King  quickly 
diminished  the  number  of  ^^  his  brave  Scots  ;^  and,  at  the 

*  Memoirs  of  an  English  Cavalier. 
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battle  ot  Lut^en,  on  the  16tb  ot  November  1639,  where 
this  great  and  true  soldior^  ^*  the  saviour  of  'Germany,  the 
soul  of  the  war»^  was  killed,  Uie  brigade  was  reduced  to  a 
perfect  skeleton,  nine-tenths  of  the  men  having  preceded  or 
aooompMiied  lixe  Eiiig  in  hia  hononrable  death.  The  de- 
struction of  the  Mackajrs  in  particular  was  accelerated  by  a 
Bepsimte  piece  of  service,  the  storming  of  New  Branden*- 
buxg*  On  ihis  occasion,  although  successful,  **  half  of 
Lord  Reay^s  regiment  was  here  cut  to  pieces,  almost  with- 
out a  singk  exoeptioTv^  Such,  immediatcfly  before  and  after 
the  year  16S0,  was  the  military  service  of  the  clan  Mackay. 
To  be  the  iavouri^e  troops  of  such  a  consummate  judge  of 
military  merit  as  Gustavus  Adolphus,  and  in  an  army  com- 
posed sf  .veteran  troops,  who  had  fbug^  and  gained  so 
BMpy  battles^— i4d  maintain  a  character  of  such  pre-emi^ 
qance  as  to  be  employed  on  occasions  of  the  greatest  diffi- 
'  culty,  was  certaivly  an  hcmourable  distinction.  ^  This  being 
the  charactipr  of  the  Mackays  of  (he  seventeenth  century,  it 

*  In  1629  Colonel  Monro  oiP  FowHs  raised  roo  men  on  his  own  and 
the  neighbouring  estates,  as  a  reinfqrcement  to  those  sent  to  Germany 
in  lSliS0.  Thej  embariced  at  Cromarty,  but  meetings  with  very  bad 
wesihcr,  were  shipwrecked  neur  Bngenwall,  between  Staten  and  Dant- 
aie.  All  their  stons  and  anna  were  lost,  with  the  exception  of  thdr 
6Wor4s>  end  a  few  .mus)^ets  which  were  thrown  into  one  of  the  boats; 
uo  ammunition  was  sared.  In  this  state  Colonel  Munro  determined  to 
attempt  Rugeuwall  by  assault,  although  defended  by  a  strong  garrison  of 
Imperialisla.  The  enemy  had  troope  qnartsred  all  round  the  country, 
thenfofe  no  time  was  to  be  lost  He  puahed  forward  a£ter  it  was  dark, 
scaled  the  walls  at  midnight,  and,  entering  the  place  sword  in  hand, 
kiHed  all  that  resisted,  and  made  the  rest  prisoners.  He  immediately 
supplied  his  men  with  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  garrison  stores. 
In  whldi  was  indtided  an  ample  stock  of  provisiona.  He  fortified  and 
obstmeted  aU  the  passages  into  the  place,  and  maintained  this  post  for 
nine  weeks,  repulsing  every  attempt  to  retake  it,  till  he  was  relieved  by 
a  Scotch  regiment  under  Colonel  Hepburn,  and  a  body  of  Swedish 
troops.  Although  this  instance  of  courage  and  military  talent  ia  foreign 
to  the  service  of  the  Reay  Fencibles,  it  is  given  here  as  an  example  to  the 
countrymen  and  descendants  of  those  men,  and  as  an  incentive  to  main* 
tttin  the  honour  of  their  hereditary  name.  Svah  a  stimulus  as  this 
would  have  been  more  appropriate  to,  and  effective  on,  the  Highlanders 
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18  to  be  regretted  that  their  deecmdants,  of  the  d^teeath, 
had  not  a  more  enlarged  field  than  the  limited  service  of  a 
FendUe  regiment  to  show  hoir  fiir  the  dbaraeter  of  their 
ancestors  had  desooided  with  thdr  blood. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  late  war  with. France,  the 
then  Lord  Reay  being  incapable,  through  mental  Weaknesi, 
of  managing  his  own  afihirs,  and.  Government  widung  to 
form  a  regiment  from  those  districts  which  had  formerly  sent 
forth  so  many  brave  8oldi«*8,  directed  that  a  Fendble  oorps 
should  be  raised  in  *'  Lord  Reay's  country,^  (as  that  district 
is  called,)  and  gave  instructions  to  select  as  officers  a  lew  re- 
spectable gentlemen  o(  this  dan,  whose  influence  mighty  in 
Ae  absence  of  their  Chirf,  be  effectual,  and  whom,  it  was 
supposed,  the  men  would  readily  follow.  For  this  purpose 
no  man  was  better  qualified,  by  respectability  of  character 
and  personal  influence,  than  the  late  Gteotge  Mackay  of 
Bighouse,  who  was  appointed  lieutenant-cdonel,  and  in 
whom  were  united  every  requisite  quality  and  accomplish- 
ment on  which  the  Highlanders  place  the  highest  value. 

The  expectations  formed  of  the  dispositions  of  the  people 
were  quickly  realized,  and  a  few  weeks  only  were  necessary 
f<»r  assembling  800  Highlanders,  of  whom  more  than  700 
men  had  the  word  Mac  prefixed  to  their  names.  But  these 
men  had  a  better  didm  to  notice  than  their  names.  They 
were  brave,  motal,  and  humane.  H^pily  the  opportunities 
they  had  of  evincing  thdr  courage  and  humanity  were  few, 
but  suffident  to  show  what  might  have  been  expected  from 
a  severer  trial.  Their  moral  conduct  was  coexistent  with 
their  military  career,  and,  as  it  was  excellent  at  the  begin- 
ning, so  it  continued  praise-worthy  to  the  last. 

The  regiment  was  inspected  by  Sir  Hector  Munro,  em- 

of  other  times,  than  of  the  present,  seeing  that  in  many  places  few  aro 
left,  and  lessons  or  exampleB  almost  unnecessary.  In  a  country  where 
there  are  fbw  people  to  recount  and  improve  their  minds  by.  examples 
of  honourable  principle  and  heroism,  and  when  a  proportion  of  those 
who  do  remain  are  importations  from  distant  countries,  there  cun  be  no 
kindred  fediugs  susceptible  of  excitement  by  recording  the  heroic  deeds 
of  a  brave  ancestry. 


BBAT.  887 

bodkd  «t  Fort  Gcoigeiii  March  1795)  and  famaiedSately  re* 
moved  to  IrdaDd,  where  it  remoiiied  till  the  end  of  the  war. 
During  the  Rebellion,  this  corps  acquired  the  confidence  of 
the  Generals  commanding  in  a  yery  remarkaUe  manner ; 
and,  as  Oostavus  Adolphus  employed  Lord  Reay^s  re^ment 
in  all  dangerous  enterprises,  so  did  Oenerals  Lake  and  Nu- 
gent place  a  Htm  dependence  on  the  serfioe  of  the  Reay 
Pencibles^  General  Lake  had  always  lids  own  guard  fomw 
€d  of  these  men,  to  whcMn  he  became  so  much  attached,  that 
he  seldom  passed  any  guard  or  post  when  th^  were  on  duty, 
without  alighting  fh>m  his  horse,  going  among  them,  and. 
holding  oouTersation  with  them.  At  the  defeat  of  Castlebar 
be  frequently  exclaimed,  **  If  I  had  my  brave  and  honest 
Reays  here,  this  would  not  have  happened.^  The  unfortu- 
nate service  in  which  they  were  engaged  afforded  little  op- 
portunity of  showing  their  firmness.  At  Tarra  Hill,  on  the 
^6th  of  May  1798,  three  companies  of  the  Reays,  under 
a  spirited  and  judicious  veteran^  Captain  Hector  Maclean, 
who  had  served  nearly  thirty  years  in  the  4Sd  regiment,  sup- 
ported by  two  troops  of  Lord  Fingal's  and  the  Tower  Hill 
Yeomanry,  drove  back  and  scattered  a  body  of  rdbels  who 
vrere  ^^  in  great  force  on  this  strong  and  elevated  position.'* 
But  it  was  not  in  driving  back  an  unficHtunate  and  misguid- 
ed multitude  that  General  Lake,  and  otbes  officers  of  judg- 
ment, formed  thdur  opnion  of  this  corps ;  it  was  on  their 
unifbrm,  welLregulated,  and  well-prancipled  conduct 

I  have  already  stated,  that,  in  every  case  where  I  have  had 
oecaflon  to  state  facts  and  circumstanees,  from  the  necessity 
<]f  abridgment  I  have  seldom  given  more  than  one  or  two  of 
a  great  number  of  iostanoes.  On  the  present  occasion^  I  shall 
mention  only  one  of  the  many  traits  of  character  which  im« 
pressed  the  then  ccmmanders  in  Ireland  with  a  favourable 
opinion  of  these  men.  When  quartered  in  Bel&st,  a  rep- 
ment  of  militia,  3,100  strong,  were  in  the  same  barracks. 
Beveral  soldiers  of  this  corps  had  been  tried  and  executed'as 
tinited  Irishmen,  and  strong  suspicions  were  entertained  of 
the  whole  regiment.    The  Keay  Fencibles  had  the  duty  of 
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the  main  guard  on  the  night  previous  to  the  execution.  A 
report  had  gone  abroad  that  the  miUtia  raiment  was  to  rush 
out  at  midnight,  overpower  and  murder  the  guard,  which 
was  under  the  command  of  Captain  Maclean,  and  set  their 
condemned  comrades  at  liberty.  At  10  o'clock  that  ni^t  a 
party  of  the  Reays,  sufiBcient  to  fill  the  guardJiouse,  slipped 
olently  out  of  their  barracks,  with  their  arms  under  th^r 
plaids,  and  sat  up  with  the  guard,  while  those  who  reman- 
ed in  the  barracks  put  out  all  lights,  and  continued  in  arms 
on  the  watch  till  dayJight,  ready  to  start  out  on  th^  smallest 
alarm.  All  this  was  done  without  any  order  or  hint 
from  their  officers,  and  with  such  prudent  caution,  that 
the  circumstance  was  not  known  to  the  other  corps,  and  nO 
ill  will  or  jealousy  existed,  in  consequence,  between  the  sol- 
diers of  either  regiment*  But  this  was  not  always  the  easc^ 
for  a  dispute  which  took  place  between  them  and  another 
nulitia  re^ment,  might  have  ended  very  seriously,  had  it 
not  been  checked  by  the  prompt  interference  of  Generals 
Lake  and  Mackay  BaiUie.  But  here,  instead  of  taking  their 
arms,  as  on  the  occasion  just  n^entipned,  they  Uid  them  a^id^ 
and  supplied  thonselves  with  sticks  and  cudgels^  Notwith- 
standing this  instance  of  improper  feeling,  and  bad  blood 
between  this  and  one  of  the  native  corps,  with  the  people 
they  were  so  conciliating,  and  on  such  a  friendly  footing,  that 
it  was  remarked  in  those  parts  of  the  country  where  they  were 
cantoned,  that  ^'  the  inhabitant9  were  quiet,  apparently  less 
disaffected,  and  more  regular  in  their  habits,''  than  elsewhere. 
Thus,  while  their  manners  and  habits  were  such  a^  to  render 
the  exertion  of  strict  military  discipline  unnecessary,  so  far  as 
regarded  any  coercive  measure,  other  traits  of  character  at- 
tracted particular  notice.  For  ix^tance,  a  practice  prevaiU 
.cd,  as  in  other  corps  of  the  sane  country  and  character,  of 
remitting  to  their  relations  at  home  sums  of  money,  small  in. 
themselves,  but  large  in  proportion  to  the  means  of  supply, 
from  the  savings  of  a  soldier^s  daily  subastence,  (at  that  pe- 
riod only  sixpence  per  day.)  But,  while  these  soldiers 
indulged  their  naturally  affectionate  disposition  by  assisting 
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their  re^tires  oy  acts  of  liberality 9  tjiey  retained  enough 
of  money  to  enable  them  to  pursue  their  sodal  amuse- 
ments ;  and  it  was  a  frequent  pr^u^ce  to  subscribe  among 
tfiemselves,  and  give  dances  to  their  acquaintiuices,  not  only 
in  the  barracks,  but  frequently  in  public  rooms  and  places 
allotted  for  the  purpose,  which  they  hired.  On  these  occa- 
aions  the  officers  attended,  as  also  many  respectable  inha- 
bitants  of  the  different  towns  in  which  they  were  at  the  time 
quartered,  attracted  by  curiosity,  and  a  feeling  of  satisfaction 
from  seeing  men  conduct  themselyes  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
reflect  credit  on  the  profession  to  which  they  belonged* 
Among  these  men  crimes  which  require  severe  punishments 
bad  no  existence.  '*  Indeed,  the  men  would  have  consider- 
ed it  a  banishment  for  ever  from  their  native  country,  where 
they  could  not  show  themselves  in  day-light,  if  degraded  by 
disgraceful  punishments.*^  Several  men,  however^  deserted, 
and  several  received  corporal  punishment,  during  the  seven 
years  the  regiment  was  stationed  in  Ireland,  but  these  were 
men  not  originally  enlisted  in  the  corps ;  they  were  a  party 
by  themselves,  and  the  *^  standard  and  original  men  of  the 
regiment  would  not  associate  with  them.''  Had  it  not 
been  for  these  men,  this  corps  would  have  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  returning  to  their  native  glens  without  a  man  of  their 
number  having  been  disgraced.  But,  as  it  was,  those  de- 
^aded  men  were  not  of  their  country  or  their  kindred. 

The  Reay  Fencibles  were  removed  to  Scotland^  and  re- 
duced In  1802. 
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^  INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

Government  having  detenniAed  to  raise  Fendble  re^- 
ments  on  a  more  extended  scale  of  semce  than  thoae  embo- 
died in  1793)  Major  Baillie  of  Dunean  received  letters  of 
service  to  raisea  Fendble  corps  of  600  men,  with  the  privi. 
lege  of  appointing  one  field  <^cer  with  permanent  rank  in 
the  army. 

The  service  of  the  men  wa«  to  extend  to  England,  Ire* 
land,  and  the  Britisdb  Isles,  Major  Grordon  Cumming  of 
Fitlurg  was  appointed  to  the  permanent  step  of  lieutenant* 
colonel.  The  letters  of  service  were  dated  the  21st  of  Novem-* 
ber  1794s,  but  the  corps  was  not  completed  till  October  179Sf 
when  the  whole  was  embodied  at  Inverness,  under  the  name 
of  the  Loyal  Inverness  Fenoible  Highlanders.  Though 
the  uniform  was  the  full  Hi^land  garb^  there  were  not 
more  than  S50  Hi^landers  in  the  reg^ent  A  consider- 
able proportiim  <^  the  men  was  from  the  Lowlands  of  Aber- 
deenshire ;  a  few  from  the  South  Lowlands ;  and  some  from 
England ;  with  about  forty  Welshmen,  who  appeared  more 
partial  to  the  plaid  than  some  of  the  Highlanders.  To  the 
Lowlanders  of  Aberdeen,  as  well  as  Perthshire,  it  was  more 
objectionable  than  to  either  the  English  or  Irish.  When 
dislikes  and  jealounes  subsist  between  neighbouring  coun- 
tries or  districts,  the  nearer  they  are,  the  more  bitter  their 
animosities.  The  Spaniards  and  Portuguese  hate  one  an- 
other more  cordially  than  they  do  any  other  people  on 
earth.  Not  seventy  years  ago,  antipathies  of  this  nature 
were  very  prevalent  among  this  now  united  people  of  the 

12 
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Lowkudd  and  Higbland  bovders  of  Angus,  Perdi,  and  Stu 
ling ;  nor  waa  there  a  town  in  Scotland  inirhich  the  Moon, 
taineeirs  were  more  ridtouled  for  their  poverty,  their  dress, 
and  all  thm  real  or  supposed  charaoterisUos  of  ferocity,  ig^ 
norance,  indolence^  and  superstition,  than  in  Perth.  I 
know  not  if  it  was  any  remnant  of  this  feeling  that,niade 
soBse  of  the  Lowlanders  assume  the  garb  with  some  d^ree 
of  sulky  dislike,  while  the  young  men  of  Wales  wore  it  with 
great  cheerfulness,  and  seemed  to  be  quite  pleased  with 
their  own  appearance  when  diey  put  it  oil 

Immedi^y  after  the  final  nupection,  the  oorpa  was  or« 
dsred  for  Ireland,  without  waiting  for  clothing  or  arms, 
which  were  diJiTefed  to  them  at  Glasgow,  as  they  marched 
through  to  embark*  Kilkenny  was  their  first  quarters  in 
Iivland  i  but,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  they  traversed 
the  greatest  part  of  that  country.  Cokmel  BaUlie  died  in 
1797,  and  lieutenant-Colonel  Qordoii  Gumming  was  iqf>- 
pointed  oolond.  * 

The  Inv9ness4(lure  FenoiUeB  were  actively  empbyed  dur- 
ing  the  Bebellion  in  Ireland,  and  on  every  occanon  behaved 
with  fl|ttrit  After  the  snqqaressiGai  of  the  Rebellion,  in  com* 
l^iment  to  thw  good  behaviour,  the  designation  of  the  corps 
was  changed  to  **  the  Duke  of^  York^a  Royal  Invemesfraliire 
Highlanders*^"  The  eataUiahmiant  was  increased,  and  blue 
foc^igs  were  substituted  for  the  former^  which  were  yellow. 
In  1801,  the  whole  raiment  made  a  viduntary  oiFer  of  their 
mrvicefor  any  part  of  the  world.  This  spirited  crfTer  of  the 
osffpa  is  highly  creditaUe  to  the  discipHne  of  Colonel  6op- 
doo  and  his  officers.  Thlis  ready  for  the  service  ot  ihm 
country  will  British  soldiers  always  be  found  when  they 
are  properly  tseated,  when  their  feeliags  are  <5onsulted,  and 
when  the  nature  of  thdr  du^,  and  what  may  be'  expected 
of  them,  are  fully  explained.  *  In  cases  where  this  spirit  has 

•  Colonel  Gordon  offiered  to  raise  a  regiment  at  thia  time^  but  it 
being  iband  that  hia  recruiting  and  Cobnel  Baillie'a  would  interfere 
with  each  other^  they  united,  and  formed  one  corps. 
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faUed  in  produdng  the  pnqper  efltM^  the  fault  haft  ge^^ 
if  not  always,  ctnubted  in  the  want  of  addresB,  of  proper 
management,  and  of  proper  attention  to  the  sdtdierB  on 
the  part  of  those  who  had  the  immediate  command,  or 
who  had  been  specially  entrusted  with  such  orders  and 
instructions.      In  those  instances  ci  failure,  or  apparent 
want  of  sfNrit  in  corps,  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  no- 
tice, (}n  the  course  of  my  attempt  to  give  an  account 
ei  the  condnct,  diaracter,  and  service  of  Highland  regi- 
ments,) it  invariaUy  proceeded  from  a  want  of  jwevious  ex- 
planation, and  a  consequent  misapprdhension  on  the  partpf 
the  soldiers,  or  the  misrepreoentations  of  malicious  and  de- 
agning  men.    As  I  will  mote  fiiUy  explain  afterwards,  no 
improper  npiit  would  have  been  displayed  by  the  delacb- 
ments  of  Uie  4Sd  and  71st  raiments,  or  by  the  Athole 
Highlanders,  Grant  Fendbles,  &t«  had  it  not  been  for 
these  causes ;  and  as  they  are  so  easily  avoided,  and  as  a 
proper  British  spirit  may  be  easily  preserved  among  our 
rq^iments,  these  circumstances  have  been  more  frequently 
alluded  to,  as  a  warning  not  unworthy  the  attention  of  those 
who  may  henceforth  be  entrusted  with  the  command  of  a 
spirited^  gsnerou^  soldiery,  emulous  of  glory,  and  jealous  of 
^e  character  of  their  native  country. 

This  voluntary  ofier  of  the  Inveniess^liire  Fendbles,  on 
which  the  preceding  reflections  are  founded,  could  not  be 
acoq>ted,  as  the  speedy  termination  of  the  war  put  an  end 
to  all  active  operations,  and  the  regiment  had  no  opportu^ 
nity  of  proving  how  &tr  their  regular  and  spirited  conduct 
in  quarters  could  be  confirmed  by  their  courage,  and  sue* 
cesa  in  the  field. 

In  IMS,  the  regiment  was  removed  from  Ireland,  and* 
reduced  at  Stirling  in  the  month  of  March. 
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1794. 


^HB  name  of  Fraaer,  as  oonneeted  with  the  mtlitafy  an^ 
iials  of  this  country,  must  be  fiuniliar  to  all  who  are  don- 
Tcrsant  with  the  history  of  the  two  wars  on  the  continent  of 
America.  Connected  always  with  honour  and  a  military 
name,  and  remembm^  with  feelings  of  respect,  founded  on 
the  coincident  OfHuion  of  friends  and  enemies,  the  examples 
shown  by  those  two  corps,  the  Fraaer^s  Hi^ilanders  of  the 
Seven  Years^  War,  and  that  of  the  American  Rerdution,* 
afforded  a  gratifying  ^xooi  of  the  influence  of  honour,  de- 
rived  from  moral  princijdes,  on  the  minds  and  actions  (tf 
fnen,  uneducated  in  the  general  acceptation  of  the  word, 
-but  with  an  education  that  served  eirery  purpose  of  more 
formal  instruotioo. 

With  the  reoolleotion  of  the  name  and  cfaaraoCer  thtis  obu 
tained,  when  the  youth  of  the  nation  were  called  to  arms  at 
the  eommencemeat  of  the  last  war,  the  don  Fraser  did  not 
forget  how  their  kindred  and  daosmen  had  obeyed  the 
call  in  former  times*  The  then  Chief  of  the  dan  Fraser, 
the  youngest  son  of  the  last  Lord  Lorat,  and  brother  of 
tiie  late  Gkneral  Fraser,  being  advanced  in  years,  and  his 
eldest  soil  being  under  age,  letters  of  service  were  issued  to 
James  Fraser  of  BeUadmm,  the  head  of  a  leqiectable 
branch  of  the  family,  and  who  had  served  under  his  Chief 
in  Canada  during  the  Seven  Years'  War.  The  orders  were 
dated  in  the  latter  end  of  1794;  and  in  the  following 
spring,  Colonel  Fraser,  supported  by  Lovat  and  the  prin- 
cipal gentlemen  of  the'  clan,  completed  his  regiment.     On 
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the  14di  cf  June  1795,  the  whoie  were  JngMTtrf  and  em- 
bcNlkd  at  Imremen.  Of  the  soldiers  SOO  bore  the  name  of 
Fraaer,  and  were  chiefly  from  the  districts  c^  the  Aird  and 
Stratberrick.  The  others  were  from  the  nei^boiiring  dis- 
tricts, except  80  Lowlanders  and  18  KngMsh  and  Iiidiy  old 
floldieiSy  enlistpd  by  some  offficers  to  fill  up  their  comj^ 
ment. 

The  uniform  was  the  usual  Highland  garb,  with  belted 
|daids  and  philibegs  of  the  Fraser  tartan,  but  without  brosd 
swords,  which,  as  I  hare  already  noticed*  were  laid  aade  at 
the  eommcneeiBeiit  of  the  American  War. 

The  regiment  was  marebed  south  in  July,  and,  crossiog 
orer  to  Ireland,  landed  these  on  the  Ist  of  August.  In 
that  country,  ^  the  genesal  character  of  the  corps  was  ex- 
cellent :  they  had  a  hig^  degree  of  the  e9pni  de  corps ; 
were  obedient,  active,  and  trusty ;  gaining  die  eatire  crafi- 
dence  of  the  generals  commanding,  by  whom  they  were  al- 
ways stationed  in  the  most  disturbed  districts,  previous  to 
and  during  the  Rebellion.  Many  attempts  were  made  to 
a>rrupt  them,  but  in  vain :  no  man  proved  un&ithful.  The 
men  were  not  in  general  large,  but  active^  well  made,  and 
remarkable  for  steady  maiching,  ne^er  leaving  any  strag- 
glers, even  on  the  quickest  and  longest  marches.^  Such  is 
die  character  given  of  this  corps  by  an  able  and  iatelligeDt 
officer,  who  knew  them  welL 

In  November  1797,  Colonel  Fraser  of  BeUadrum  re^ 
ngned,  and  Simon  Fraser,  the  younger  of  Lovat,  was  ap- 
pointed colonel.  Soon  aftar  this  period,  the  disturbances 
which  had  so  long  agitated  Irdand  began  to  assume  a  more 
formidable  appearance;  and  Government  found,  that,  in 
attempts  to  keep  down  the  spirit  of  disaffection  and  dis- 
loyal^, some  of  the  troops  showed  symptoms  of  the  same 
dilf)oation.  In  this  situation,  full  confidence  was  placed  in 
the  Fraser  FenciUes.  When  invasion  was  attempted  by 
the  French,  and  a  landing  efiected  at  KiUala,  this  regiment, 
abmg  with  others,  was  pushed  forward ;  and,  in  the  unfor- 
tunate rencounter  at  Castkbar,  thev  were  so  circumstanced, 


that  a  just  qnnkm  of  their  conduct  cannot  well  be  formed, 
Ihrther  than  that  they  were  the  last  to  retreat. 

In  Mu8grave*8  History  of  the  Rebellion,  the  following 
instance  is  ^ven  of  intrepid  execution  of  duty  entrusted  to 
**  a  Highland  Fraser  sentinel,  whom  his  fnends  desired  to 
retreat  with  them,  but  he  hercucally  refused  to  quit  his 
post,  which  was  elevated,  with  some  steps  leading  to  it 
He  loaded  and  fired  five  times  suocessivdy,  and  killed  a 
Frenchman  at  every  shot ;  but,  before  he  could  charge  ^. 
,  sixth  time,  they  rushed  on  him.^  If  all  the  soldiers  at 
Castlebar  had  behaved  with  equal  firmness,  the  French  in- 
vasi<xi  would  have  ended  on  that  day. 

This  corps  remained  in  Ireland  till  the  concluaon  of  the 
war.  In  barracks,  Xhm  conduct  was  uniformly  good,  and, 
except  in  such  cases  as  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  no- 
lice,  corporal  punishments  were  equally  unnecessary  and 
unknown,  and  in  this  respect  there  was  no  deviation  till  the 
reduction  of  the  regiment  at  Glasgow  in  July  180K. 
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This  year  Dofiald  Cameron  of  Lochiel  waft  appointed  Co- 
lonel of  a  regiment  of  Fendbles,  to  be  raised  in  the  north  of 
Scotland^  and  to  be  called  the  Lochaber  Fendble  High- 
landers. 

The  ready  zeal  with  which  this  gentleman^'s  ancestors 
had  entered  into  every  measure  which  tended  to  support 
the  Royal  Family  of  Scotland  is  well  known.  This  zeal 
was  equally  exerted  to  preserve  them  on  the  throne,  and  to 
restore  them  when  drivoi  from  it*  In  the  Rebellion  in  the 
ragn  of  Charles  I.,  Sir  Ewan  Cameron  was  the  last  who 
held  oat  against  the  power  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  to  whom, 
indeed,  he  never  fully  submitted,  constantly  annoying  and 
cutting  off  the  supplies  of  the  garrisons  planted  in  the  coun* 
txy  during  the  continuance  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  share  which  his  grandson  had  in  the  Rebellion  of 
1745  brought  ruin  on  his  family.  He  was  attainted,  and 
escaped  to  France,  where  he  died  in  1757*  ^ 

No  gendeman  in  the  Highlands  was  more  respected  for 
his  virtues  and  accomplishments,  or  commanded  more  influ- 
ence in  proportion  to  his  property,  than  this  Chief.  To 
this  day  the  name  of  Lochiel  is  never  mentioned  in  Locha- 

*  A  brother  of  this  gentleman^  sbo  an  exile  in  conaequenoe  of  the 
Rebellion,  bdieying  that  the  terrora  oi  the  law,  wliidi  had  for  aome 
yeara  hung  over  him,  would  be  aoilened  by  the  lapse,  of  time,  retoro- 
ed  to  London  in  1752.  But  he  was  appreh^ded,  tried,  and  executed, 
on  hla  original  attainder. 
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ber  without  a  «igh  of  regret  and  an  ^pressioa  of  respect  • 
There  wasy  therefore^  reason  for  the  belief  that  SKHue  family 
influenoe  still  remainecL    But  Colonel  Camenm  laboured 
under  great  disadvantages.   Bom  and  educated  in  a  distant 
country^  he  was  almost  a  stranger  in  the  land  of  his  an*, 
cestors;  but  his  name^  which,  sixty  years  preceding,  would- 
of  itself  have  raised  a  warlike  host,,  still  excited  a  feeling 
of  reelect  and  aittadunent  to  his  family,  which  only  requir- 
ed his  appearance  to  turn  it  to  the  best  advantage.    Col(mel 
Cameron  acccnrdingly  found,  that,  in  Lochaber/  all.  were 
ready  to  support  huDDu    By  this  means,  and  the  exertions  of 
oiBcers  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  a  body  of  800  men 
was  assembled  at  Falkirk  in  May  1799.     Of  these  the 
Highlanders  exceeded  $60  men.    Thb  number  was  aftei^. 
wards  inc^reas^,  to  fill  up  vac^cies  occasKyned  by  men  vo- 
lunteering into  regiments  of  the  line;  making  the  total  num- 
ber 740  Highlander?. 

7he  regiment  waa  immediately  removed  to  Zrdand. 

In  the  course  of  remarking  on  ihe  charncter  and  con- 
duct <^  di^erent  corps,  tl^ere  has,  I  feart  been  too  mudi 
^ameiiess  ai^  ropetition.  But,  aa  it  may  be  interesting 
t;0  mavy  to  mark  the  /diar^ister  ^nq^rted  by  corps,  either 
collectively  or  individually,  I  have  generally  notioad  on- 
ly the  most  prominent  traits^  I  was  also  desirous  of  in- 
quiring whether  the  people  who  form  my  subject,  ppfh 
served  the  same  character  in  corps  of  limited  apd  home 
service  as  in  those  which  were  called  to  meet  th^  ena^ 
ipy.  With  r^pard  to  the  Lochaber  raiment,  it  may  be  said 
9f  theip,  as  of  many  others,  that  thre&nfourths  of  the  men 
were  not  only  irreproachable,  but  exemplary,  in  their  ofan- 
duct ;  but  aa  little  interesUng.  can  b^  said  of  the  seryice  of 
a  regiment  in  country-quarters  among  frienda»  I  shall  add  n 
few  notice  of  the  military  character,  capability,  and  talentff 

*  The  generous  attachment  of  liis  tenants,  who  remitted  to  him  their 
full  rents,  whUe  they  paid  to  Government  those  which  it  demanded,  has 
already  been  notified,  as  also  the  afiection  shown  towards  bis  son,  when 
a  bompany^wa  raised  to  hjm  in  Fnaer's  fjighbiiders  m  1774* 
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etUbiled  by  the  CMef  ^  ^  Cmmrm  and  1^ 
aeveBtoenth  emimj^  m  m  csuanple  to  diose  of  the  Bone 
who  feniain  in  their  nctiTe  cotmtiy,  and  to  diow  that  ocmnige, 
loyel^,  and  ifidependenoe  of  spirit,  auMed  this  dan  to  set 
at  defianoe  the  troops  of  a  nan  no  wajs  diflpoeed  to  flhow 
neiey  to  those  opposed  to  his  usupation ;  and  that,  at 
haa,  ifheo  Loduel  entered  into  a  treaty  with  Cromwell,  no 
oath  was  leqinied  of  him.  Us  woid  of  hoooor  being  deened 
suflicMnt* 

Sir  Ewcn  Ouneton  of  Lochiel  was  educated  at  Inverarj 
Castle^  nnder  the  gnardiandiip  of  hb  kinsman  the  Marquis 
of  Aigyle,  whoendeaTouied  to  imbue  him  with  his  own  po> 
litical  principles,  and  prevail  with  him  to  join  the  Corenant- 
era  and  Poritans:  but  the  chiTaliouB  spirit  of  his  pupil  was  ill 
adapted  to  the  cant  and  gloomy  fimaticism  of  that  party ; 
and,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  broke  loose  from  Aigyle^ 
with  an  intention  of  joining  the  Marquis  of  Montrose, 
a  hero  more  eongenial  to  his  own  chancter*  He  was  too 
hte  to  be  of  serrioe  to  that  great  but  unfortunate  general, 
whose  lefeisea  had  commeneedbef^HieLodiiel  left  luTeraiy. 
Bnt  he  was  not  idle.  He  kept  his  men  in  ams^  and  com- 
pletely protected  his  estate  from  the  incurrions  of  Crom- 
well's troops.  In  the  year  165S,  he  was  the  first  to  join 
the  Earl  of  Crl^icairn,  who  hoisted  the  royal  standard  in 
die  Highlands.  In  diiFerent  rencounters  with  Greneral 
Lilbume,  Colond  Morgan,  and  others,  he  highly  disdn- 
guiflhed  himsdf,  and  in  particular  in  a  smart  skirmish 
between  Lord  Olencaini  and  lilburae  in  Braemar,  where 
Lochiel  was  posted  at  a  pass,  which  he  defended  till  the 
royal  army  had  retreated  to  a  distance*  In  the  mesa 
tee,  Lilburne  came  round  and  attacked  Lodiiel  in  the 
iank*  This  he  also  resisted  for  some  time,  fill  at  last,  find- 
ing himself  unable  to  repel  the  enemy,  who  now  brought 
an  additional  force  against  him,  he  gradually  retreated  up 
the  hiU,  showing  a  front  to  the  enemy,  who  durst  not  fol- 
low him  far,  as  the  ground  was  steep  and  covered  with  snow. 
Glencaim^s  army  was  at  that  time  in  a  disorganized  state, 
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prino^MUy  owiBg  to  die  ODnflicting  pKlte^ 
of  independent  cfakfs  and  gentlemen,  who  would  not  yield  to 
one  another,  and  sometimet  not  eren  to  the  General.  Lochiel 
kept  dear  of  the  whole,  and,  stationing  himself  on  the  out* 
posts,  was  unifonnly  successful  in  skirmishes  with  the  en^ 
my,  whom  he  constantly  harassed*  How  his  services  wece 
estimated  by  dencaim  we  learn  from  a  letter  of  Charles  II. 
to  Lochiel,  dated  8d  November  16S8. 

<<  Cbablss  R* 
««  To  (mr  iruity  and  wdUehoed  the  Laird  of  Lochid: 
^'  We  are  informed  by  the  Earl  of  Glencaim  with  what 
courage,  success,  and  liffection  to  us,  you  have  behaved 
yourself  in  this  time  of  trial,  when  the  honour  and  liberty 
of  your  country  is  at  stake ;  and  therefore  we  cannot  but 
express  our  hearty  sense  of  such  your  good  courage,  and 
return  you  our  thanks  for  the  same ;  and  we  hope  all  ho- 
nest men,  who  are  lovers  of  us  and  of  their  country,  will 
follow  your  example,  and  that  you  will  unite  togetlier  in 
the  ways  we  have  directed,  and  under  that  authority  we 
have  appointed  to  conduct  the  prosecution  of  so  good  a 
work :  so  we  do  assure  you,  we  are  ready,  as  soon  as  we 
are  able,  signally  to  reward  your  service,  and  to  repair  the 
losnec  you  shall  undergo  for  our  service,  and  so  we  heartily 
bid  you  farewell.-— Given  at  Chanully,  Nov.  8, 16fi8,  in  the 
fifth  year  of  our  reign.* 

In  pursuance  of  this  line  of  conduct,  Lochiel  kept  his  men 
constantly  on  the  alert,  and  ready  to  act  wherever  his  ser- 
vice might  be  required.  In  1664»  he  joined  Lord  Glencaim^s 
army,  with  a  strong  regiment,  to  oppose  Generals  Monk 
and  Morgan,  who  had  marched  into  the  Highlands.  Lochiel 
being  opposed  to  Morgan,  a  brave  and  enterprinng  office 
h^  was  oft^i  hard  pressed,  and  encountered  many  difficuL 
ties,  but  his  presence  ^f  mind  and  resolution  never  forsook 
him.  General  Monk  made  several  attempts  to  negotiate, 
and  made  the  most  favourable  proposals  to  Lochiel  on  the 
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part  of  Cromwell^  which  he  unifonnlj  rejected  and  despifled. 
At  length  Monk  resolved  to  establidi  a  garriaon  at  layer* 
lochay,  in  LochielV  neighbourhood,  to  force  him  and  other 
loyal  chiefs   to  surirehder,  or  at  least  to  give  ,them  ao 
much  employment  in  th^  own  oouatry  as  would  prevent 
their  undertaking  esqaedilaons  against  those  who  had  sub- 
mikted  to  Cromwell  in  the  Lowlands.    Colonel  Bigan»  the 
commander  of  the  expedition^  ourried  his  troop%  stores^ 
and  material^  for  building,  by  sea,  and  soon  raised  a  small 
fort,  forming  a  tempora/y  defence  against  the  musquetry, 
swords,  and  arrows'  of  the  HighlandoBi     Lochiel  watdbed 
their  motions  from  a  hill  north  of  the  fort,  and  had  spies 
who  informed  him  of  all  that  was  pasnng  among  the  stran- 
gers.    On  the  fifth  day  he  was  told  that  SOO  men  were  to 
embark  and  sail  a  few  miles  along  the  coast,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  landing,  and  cutting  down  his  wood,  and  carrying 
away  his  cattle.     He  had  only  88  men  with  him  at  the 
fime ;  and,  there  not  Wing  a  moment  to  lose,  he  hurried 
along  in  aline  with  the  vessel,  but  covered  by  the  woods,  cama 
dose  to  wheve  they  landed,  and  was  soon  able  to  coimt  140 
armed  men,  besides  a  number  with  axes  and  working  in- 
struments.    He  immediately  consulted  with  his  frienda 
The  younger  part  were  for  instant  attack,  but  the  elder  and 
more  experienced  remonstrated  against  it  as  a  rash  and  most 
hazardous  enterprise.    Lochiel  then  asked  two  of  his  people 
who  had  served  under  Montrose,  whom  )}e  wished  to  conader 
as  his  model,  and  whose  name  was  seldom  out  of  his  mouth, 
if  they  had  ever  seen  him  engage  against  such  odds  ? — The 
men  declared  they  never  had.     However,  Lochiel,  eager  to 
signalize  h^nself,  and  to  be  thought  worthy  of  being  ranked  in 
the  same  class  with  the  hero  he  wished  to  imitate,  addressed 
his  men  in  a  few  energetic  words,  and  called  on  every  man, 
who  loved  his  Sang  and  country,  to  follow  him .   On  this  they 
all  started  up,  and  declared  they  would  instantly  attack  the 
English,  but  entreated  that  he  and  his  brother  Allan  would 
remain  behind  ;  as,  in  case  of  any  serious  accident  happen- 
ing to  them,  no  victory  over  the  English  could  compensate 
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their'loss ;  and^  as  to  sby  casualties  among  themselyes,  they 
would  be  soon  supplied  and  forgotten.  Lochiel,  as  might 
be  expected^  kpumed  at  the  proposal  with  regard  to  himself,' 
but  ordered' that  his  brother  Allan  should  be  tied  to  a  tree, 
and  a  little  boy  left  to  attend  him ;  but  young  Allan 
flattered  or  terri^ed  the  boy  to  release  him,  and  was  immg^ 
diately  with  his  friends. 

The  Camerons  were  atmed  partly  with  musquets,  and 
partly  with  bows,  but  all  with  broad  swords.  They  rushed 
fbrward  close  to  the  enaaay,  and  brought  dovm  80  with  the 
first  fire.  They  then  attacked  with  th^r  swords,  the  Eng* 
lish  defending  themselves  with  the  bayonet.  The  skirmish 
was  long  and  obstinate.  At  last  the  English  gave  way» 
but  retreated  slowly,  contesting  every  step,  with  their 
faces  towards  their  enemy.  Lochiel,  with  a  view  of  alarm* 
mg  them,  and  to  prevent  their  escape  to  their  boats,  sent 
two  men  round  the  fianks  to  the  rear,  to  fire  and  make  a 
noise,  as  if  a  fresh  party  had  arrived.  This  made  the  £ng<* 
lish  desperate.  Instead  of  throwing  down  their  arms,  how? 
ever,  they  only  fought  the  harder,  expecting  no  quarter  from 
such  desperate  savages:  but,  at  last,  being  completely 
borne  down,  they  fled,  and  were  pursuedby  the  Camerons 
chin-deep  into  the  sea,  till  the  people  in  the  boats  recdited 
their  friends  and  drove  back  the  Highlanders.  Of  the 
enemy  138  were  killed,  more  than  three  times  the  number 
of  LochiePs  men,  who  only  lost  7,  some  accounts  say  5,  men. 
They  had  here  the  advantage  of  being  the  assailants,  and, 
from  the  first  surprise,  pressed  forward  on  the  enemy,  who 
had  not  an  instant'^s  remission  to  recover  frcHn  the  conf unon 
in  consequence  of  the  rapidity  and  force  of  the  attack. 

In  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  before  the  alarm  and  sur- 
prise  of  this  disaster  had  subsided,  Lochiel  cut  o£P  a  small 
foraging  party  from  the  garrison.  But  he  was  now  called 
away  to  join  Lord  Glencaini,  and,  collecting  his  men, 
joined  the  general'^s  army  in  Athole.  He  had  not  been  long 
with  his  Lordship,  when  he  heard  that  the  garrison  had 
taken  advantage  of  his  absctnce,  and  sent  parties  to  harass 

VOL.  II*  c  c 


40S  LOCHABER. 

and  plunder  his  people.  He  returned  in  great  haste 
with  ISO  men,  and  received  a  report,  the  day  he  arrived, 
that  the  troops  were  the  following  day  to  visit  his  kinsman  . 
Cameron  of  Glenevis^s  lands.  Early  diat  morning,  he  took 
piost,  with  190  of  his  own  and  Glenevis's  men,  near  the  ri- 
v«r  side  at  the  foot  of  Benevis,  then  covered  with  wood 
near  half  a  mile  up  the  mountain.  He  did  not  wait  long. 
About  500  men  passed  him.  He  gave  the  signal  to  Ids 
men,  who  rushed  upon  the  soldiers  like  furies,  totally  rout- 
ed them,  and  continued  the  pursuit  dose  to  the  fort.  Up- 
wards of  100  were  killed,  and  many  wounded,  but  the 
killed  always  doubled  the  wounded  in  these  ck»e  and  des- 
perate encounters.  In  this  manner,  he  gave  the  garrison 
Ho  vest ;  for,  when  they  did  not  send  out  parties  for  feac 
of  meeting  with  him,  he  frequently  opened  a  fire  of  mus* 
quetry  upon  the  garrison  at  night,  as  if  he  meant  to  attack  by 
assault ;  thus  depriving  the  soldiers  c^  rest,  as  well  as 
preventing  excursions  into  the  country.  Indeed,  his  name 
now  earned  so  much  terror,  that  a  report  of  himself  or  his 
men  being  in  the  neighbourhood  prevented  all  egress  from 
the  fort,  and  his  country  and  people  were  not  for  a  long 
fame  disturbed. 

General  Middleton  being  unsuccessful  in  a  skirmish  with 
General  Morgan  at  Lochgarry,  sent  for  Lochiel  to  come 
to  his  assistance.  Upwards  of  SOO  Camerons  were  imme-. 
^tely  assembled,  and  joined  the  General,  who  had  retreaU 
ed  to  Braemar.  In  the  course  of  this  expedition  Lochiel 
had  several  rencounters  with  General  Morgan,  but  the  judg- 
ment and  promptitude  with  which  he  took  the  advantage  of 
the  nature  of  his  ground,  the  great  activity  of  his  men,  an4 
the  consequent  celerity  of  his  movements,  gave  him  such  de- 
cided advantage,  that  he  lost  very  few  men,  while  he  con- 
sumed a  number  of  the  enemy,  who  were  often  attacked  both , 
on  flanks  and  rear,  when  they  knew  not  that  an  enemy  wa$ 
within  many  miles  of  them. 

But  General  Middleton  was  obliged  to  submit,  and  the 
war  was  now  finiidied,  except  with  Lochiel,  who  still  stood 
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out,  and  would  not  submit  to  the  encroachments  of  the 
troops  quartered  in  a  garrison  so  near  him.  Encouraged 
by  the  submission  of  General  Middleton,  and  the  absence 
of  Lochiel,  who  had  accompanied  Middleton  to  the  Isle  of 
Skye,  where  he  embarked,  the  garrison  sent  out  hunting 
parties  to  Lochiefs  lands,  and  not  always  satisfied  with  kill* 
ing  the  deer  and  small  game,  they  occasionally  made  a  sweep 
of  the  cattle  and  goats.  When  Lochiel  heard  of  this,  he 
hurried  back  from  Skye,  and  being  told  of  an  intended  hunt- 
ing party  from  the  garrison,  he  determined  to  disturb  their 
qporU  He  arranged  as  many  men  as  he  thought  necessary 
in  different  places,  and  giving  directions  how  to  act,  waited 
the  appearance  of  the  military.  He  had  not  to  remain  long, 
when  the  Highlanders  seeing  the  party  within  proper  dis- 
tance, ruined  out  in  their  usual  manner,  killing  several,  and 
taking  the  others  prisoners,  without  allowing  a  man  to  escape 
bpck  to  the  garrison.  The  officers  were  at  first  terrified 
at  falling  into  the  hands  of  such  a  savage  people,  from  whom 
they  had  suffered  so  much,  and  of  whose  ferocity  they  had 
heard  so  many  tales.  However,  they  were  greatly  and 
agreeably  surprised.  Their  treatment  was  kind  and  gentle. 
Lochiel  cctttributed  to  make  their  time  pass  agreeably,  and 
made  different  hunting  matches'  in  the  Highland  style  for 
th^  amusement.  This  brought  on  an  intimacy,  in  the 
course  of  which  they  recommended  a  treaty  with  the  Gene- 
ral. But  he  declared  he  would  never  submit  to  their  cantr 
ing  and  ambitious  Protector.  He  resisted  several  attempts 
to  prevail  with  him  to  yields  and  although  he  was  most 
anxious  for  an  honourable  treaty,  as  his  coimtry  was  impo* 
verisbed,  and  his  people  nearly  ruined,  he  continued  to  pro- 
teat,  that,  before  he  would  disarm  himself  and  his  clan,  abjure 
his  King,  and  take  oaths  to  an  usurper,  he  would  live  as  an 
outlaw,  without  regard  to  the  consequences.  To  this  it  was 
answered,  that  if  he  only  showed  an  inclination  to  submit, 
no  oath  should  be  required,  and  he  should  have  his  own 
teruis.  Soon  afterwards  General  Monk,  then  Commander- 
in-Chief  in  Scotland,  drew  up  certain  conditions,  and  sent 
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tbem  to  Locliiel,  who  made  a  tew  slight  alterations,  and  ac- 
cepted them,  and  well  he  mighty  for  they  lirere  6t  the  follow- 
ing honourable  tenor,  an  we  learn  by  GreAeral  Monk^s  let- 
ter: 

"  No  oath  was  required  of  Lochiel  to  Cromwell,  but  his 
word  of  honour  to  live  in'  peace.  He  and  his  dan  were  al- 
lowed to  keep  their  arms,  as  before  the  war  broke  out,  they 
behaving  peaceably.  Reparation  was  to  be  made  to  Lochiel 
for  the  wood  cut  by  the  garrison  of  Inverlochay^  A  full  in- 
demnity was  granted  for  all  acts  of  depredation,  and  crimes 
committed  by  his  men.  Reparation  was  to  be  made  to  the 
tenants  ibr  all  the  losses  they  sustained  from  the  troops. 
All  tithes,  cess, 'and  public  burdens  which  had  not  been  paid 
to  be  remitted.^'  All  that  General  Monk  demanded  of 
Lochiel  was,  that  he  and  his  men  should  lay  down  that  arms 
in  name  of  King  Charles  II.,  before  the  garrison  of  Inver- 
lochay,  and  take  them  up  again  in  name  of  the  States,  with^ 
put  mentioning  the  Protector,  and  that  he  would  afterwards 
keep  the  peace,  pay  public  burdens,  and  suppress  all  tu- 
mults and  depredations. 

Such  was  the  reward  of  his  chivalrous  gallantry,  uncon- 
querable zeal,  ^nd  honourable  fidelity  to  the  cause  he  had 
espoused*  The  day  the  treaty  was  to  be  signed,  Lochiel  drew 
up  his  men  in  companies,  led  by  the  heads  of  the  most  respect- 
able families  of  the  clan,  such  as  Cameron  of  Glenevis,  Callart, 
Lindevra,  Errach,  Dungallon,  &c.,  marched  to  Inverlochay 
as  if  going  to  battle,  with  pipes  playing,  and  colours  fly- 
ing, and  drawing  them^up  in  une  in  front  of  the  garrison, 
the  troops  marched  out  to  receive  them  in  the  same  manner. 
The  Commanders  saluted  each  other  as  friends,  the  treaty 
was  read,  the  ceremony  of  laying  down  and  taking  up  the 
arms  performed,  and  both  parties  dined  together,  the  Go- 
vernor having  prepared  a  great  entertmnment  for  the  occa- 
sion.    This  was  in  June  1654. 

Lochiel  and  the  Camerons  lived  in  peace  till  the  Restora- 
tion.  Respect  for  his  character,  the  celebrity  wTiidi  the 
name  of  Cameron  had  acquired,  and  the  Chief  being  al- 
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ways  ready  to  redress  grieyancesy  and  prevent  encroachinents 
on  his  prop^y,  formed  the  best  guarantee  of  a  permanent 
peace* 

Lochkl  jcnned  the  standard  of  King  James  in  1689>  and 
at  the  battle  of  Renrorie,  or  Killiecrankie,  as  it  is  called  in 
English,  he  had  a  conspicuous  share  in  the  success  of  the 

When  General  Mackay^s  army  shouted  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  Lochiel  cried  out,  *^  Gentlemen,  the  day 
is  our  own ;  I  am  the  oldest  commander  in  the  army,  and  I 
have  always  observed  something  ominous  or  fatal  on  such  a 
dull,  heavy,  feeble  nmse  as  the  enemy  made  in  their  shout.'" 
These  words  spreading  quickly  through  the  army,  ammat- 
ed  the  troops :  they  rushed  on  the  enemy,  and  the  battle 
was  finished,  as  has  been  already  noticed,  in  half  an  hpur. 

After  this  battle,  Lochiel,  disgusted  with  the  want  of  ca- 
pacity of  Colonel  Cannon,  who  succeeded  Lord  Dundee^ 
retired  to  Lochaber,  and  left  the  command  of  his  men  to  his 
eon^  Tbis  chivalrous  hero,  and  honourable  chief,  died  in 
1718,  in  the  89th  year  of  his  age.  ^ 

A  narrative  such  as  the  foregoing,  may,  as  I  have  already 
siud,  appear  somewhat  out  of  place  in  filling  up  the  service 
of  a  fencible  regiment ;  but  as  almost  no  corps  can  boast  of  a 
service  displaying  such  courage  and  enterprise,  I  cannot, 
at  least  it  appears  to  me  that  I  cannot,  produce  any  ex- 
ample more  worthy  the  imitation  of  the  dan.  Various 
causes  and  circumstances,  which  have  had  too  great  pre- 
valence in  the  Highlands,  have  contributed  to  thin  the  name 
of  Cameron,  in  the  glens  where  thb  spirit  of  independence 
originated,  and  was  cherished  and  preserved  till  ^a  very  late 
period*  Should  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  at  any  future 
period,  render  it  necessary  to  arm  this  clan,  and  should 
there  be  as  many  left,  as  that  a  body  of  them  can  be  collect- 
ed together,  sufficiently  numerous  to  establish  for  themselves 
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•  Energetic  and  active  as  was  the  mind  of  Sir  Ewen  Cameron,  it 
yielded  to  the  inroads  of  age.  Some  years  hefore  his  death  he  became 
a  perfect  child,  and  was  rocked  to  8leq>  in  a  kind  of  hammock^  or  cradle. 
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a  distinct  character,  that  character,  whether  good  or  the  re- 
verse, will  be  their  own.  But  they  shAuld  remember,  that 
the  undaunted  courage  of  their  ancestors  was  productive  of 
peace  to  their  district,  restitution  of  all  their  losses,  and 
security  and  happiness  for  many  years. 

The  account  of  LochiePs  campaigns  is  taken  from  a 
manuscript  preserved  by  Mr  Pennant,  and  from  tradition ; 
but  tradition  so  uniformly  and  so  fully  confirmed,  that 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  details. 
Lord  Glencaim'^s  and  General  Middleton^s  letters.  General 
Monk's  frequent  attempts  to  enter  into  a  friendly  alli- 
ance with  Lochiel,  and  his  last  letter,  dated  at  Dalkeith, 
stating  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  are  suffident  proofs  of  the 
facts.  The  treaty  itself,  with  a  gredt  number  of  curious 
family  papers,  was  unfortunately  destroyed  when  LochiePs 
castle  was  burnt  in  1746. 

The  military  duty  of  the  last  Lochaber  regiment  was 
shprt.  In  1800,  the  corps  was  removed  to  Ireland^  and  re- 
maining there  till  1802,  returned  to  Scotland  that  year,  and 
was  reduced  in  the  month  of  July  at  Linlithgow. 
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1799. 

This  regiment  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Alexander 
Macgregor  Murray.  As  the  clan  of  Macgregor  are  sup- 
posed to  be  descendants  of  the  ancient  Alpine  kings,  who, 
for  so  many  centuries,  ruled  the  mountains  of  Scotland,  the 
'^  Clan  Alpine^  was  an  appropriate  name  for  a  corps  com- 
manded by  a  Macgregor,  and  haying  a  great  proportion 
both  of  officers  and  men  who  bore  that  name.  The  histoiy 
of  this  unfortunate  clan  is  pretty  generally  known,  as  well 
as  the  acts  of  Parliament  passed  for  suppressing  the  name ; 
and  the  proscriptions  and  oppressions  they  suffered  in  con- 
sequence, form  a  part,  and  not  an  uninstructive-  part,  of 
the  hi&tory  of  Scotland.  If  <<  oppression  maketh  a  man 
mad,*^  no  wonder  that  the  relentless  ferocity  with  which  this 
unfcnrtunate  race  was  for  so  many  ages  pursued,  should  have 
rendered  them  desperate.  Even  the  patient  inoffensive  steer 
may  be  driven  to  madness  by  frequent  goading ;  and  as  the 
descendants  of  Gregory,  King  of  ancient  Albion,  are  not 
supposed  to  have  had  more  patience  than  was  necessary, 
under  their  sufferings,  the  law  of  retaliation  was  not  for- 
gotten, and  being  a  brave  and  warlike  race,  with  arms  in . 
their  hands,  and  with  hearts  not  afraid  to  use  them,  they 
were  not  slow  in  taking  their  revenge.  It  has  been  said  by 
friends  of  the  clan,  that  much  of  their  misfortunes  originated 
from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  surrounded  by  power- 
ful and  ambitious  neighbours,  not  always  over  scrupulous 
about  the  means  by  which  they  accomplished  their  purposes. 
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or  increased  their  property ;  and  hoice  the  encroachments 
which  rendered  the  Macgregors  desperate,  and  led  to  those 
acts  of  violence  which  caused  the  interference  of  the  l^ala- 
ture,  and  the  suppression  of  the  name.  In  turbulent  times, 
when  law  sometimes  oonfinned  what  the  sword  had  acquired, 
it  acted  as  an  encouragement  to  spoliations,  and  to  the  hopes 
of  obtaining  permanent  possession  of  a  neighbour's  pro- 
perty ;  but  it  should  be  observed,  that  there  were  many 
other  clans  and  families  similarly  situated  with  the  Mac- 
gregors,  possessing  estates  in  the  heart  of  the  territories  of 
powerful  neighbours,  who  yet  neither  suffered  from  their 
oppressions  nor  from  legal  proscriptions,  but  retained 
their  estates  entire  through  a  succession  of  centuries 
sufficiently  turbulent.  Thus  the  family  of  Stewart 
of  Appin  preserved  their  estate  entire  for  four  cen- 
turies, although  nearly  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the 
lands   of  the   great    Clan  Campbell.  ^      In    the   same 

*  In  this  case  there  was  more  than  common  incitement  to  rivalry. 
The  first  Laird  of  Appin  was  a  natural  aon  of  Lord  Lorn,  the  lift  of 
the  napQe  of  Stewart  who  posaesaed  that  title  and  estate.  Lord  Lor|i 
having  no  Intimate  aon,  his  estate  went  to  his  three  daughters  as  co- 
heiresses. The  eldest  daughter  married  the  Earl  of  Aigyle^  who  by 
her  got  the  lordship  and  estate  of  Lorn.  The  second  daughter  mar- 
ried Sir  Colin  CampbeU  of  Glenorchy,  unde  to  Argyle^  and  anceator  of 
theBreadalhane  &mily,  who  hy  her  got  the  lands  on  the  north  side  of 
Lochawe,  and  part  of  Nether  Lorn.  The  third  married  Gamphell  of 
Ottar,  and  dying  without  children,  her  share  of  the  Stewarta'  estate 
went  to  the  children  of  her  sister,  the  Countess  of  Argyle. 

It  was  said  that  Lord  Lorn  intended  to  marry  the  mother  of  his  son, 
and  thus  legitimate  him,  but  the  marriage  was  prerented  by  hia  sod- 
den death ;  not  without  aospidcms  that  it  was  hurried  to  prevent  the 
proposed  marriage*  The  son,  seeing  his  hopes  destroyedj  seised  on  a 
portion  of  his  father's  estate^  and,  as  disputes  were  not  in  those  times 
oAeu  referred  to  legal  decisions,  he  resorted  to  the  law  of  the  sword, 
and  being  supported  by  some  of  his  fkther's  tenants,  sent  for  assistanoe 
to  his  mother's  friends.  She  was  of  the  Maclareaa,  a  tribe  at  that  time 
numerous  in  BalquhiddeTj  in  Perthshire.  They  joined  Stewart  their 
kinsman  in  Aigyleshire,  and  in  a  pitched  battle  heat  ofi^  the  forces  of 
his  brothers-in-law,  and  thus  established  his  right  by  the  sword  to  the 
lands  he  claimed,  and  settled  them  on  his  posterity,  who  kept  poFsession 


niiuiiifir  the  Clan  Macnab  have  preserve  what  remain-^ 
ed  of  their  eitates  since  the  reiga  of  Robert  Bruce,  al- 
though oompletely  aunouuded  by  the  lands  of  the  Camp- 
bells  of  GI^MVchy,  to  wh(»a  the  Macnab  estates  would 
have  been  a  great  and  tempting  acquisition ;  but  the  thing 
was  never  tried.  *    Therefore,  from  these  and  many  other 

of  them  till  sold  by  the  last  Laird  of  Appin^  about  sixty  years  ago. 
Tradition  says  that  the  Madarens  lost  130  men  killed  in  this  battle, 
bsrides  the  Ion  among  Stewart's  own  men.  It  was  fought  at  the 
foot  of  Bendonnn,  at  a  abort  distanoa  £rara  the  presen  t  high  road  paas- 
ing  through  Glenorchy. 

^  The  estates  of  this  family  were  greatly  reduced  from  another 
cause.    The  Macnabs  joined  the  party  of  John  fialliol  against  Robert 
Bruce,  and  were  with  Macdougal  of  Lorn  when  he  fought  and  van- 
quished Robert  Bruce  at  Dalree,  In  Breadalbane,  in  1S06.    Haying 
thus  supported  the  views  of  £dward  the  Firs^  who  wished  to  usurp  the 
crown  of  Scotland,  it  is  rather  matter  of  surprise  that  ^ther  Macdou- 
gal or  Macnab  should  have  been  allowed  to  retain  any  part  of  their 
lands,  and  that  the  whole  were  not  fbrfeited  as  after  the  Rebellions  of 
1715  and  1745.    In  the  retreat  from  Dalree,  the  king  was  hotly  pur- 
sued by  one  of  the  Macdougals,  who  got  hold  of  his  cloak,  (ht  plaid, 
which  was  fixed  across  his  breast  by  a  huge  broach.    The  king  turned 
round  and  killed  the  man  with  his  battle-axe,  but  in  his  haste  left  the 
mantle  and  broach,  which  were  torn  off  by  the  dying  grasp  of  Mac- 
dougal.   This  highly  prized  trophy  was  preserved  till  destroyed  when 
the  castle  of  Dunolly,  the  fkmily  residence,  was  burnt  in  the  seventeenth 
century*    But  a  remarkable  piece  of  k&tiquity  still  remains.    This 
is  s  small  bionse  equestrian  figure  of  a.  Chief  of  MacdongaL    It  is 
of  elegant  workmanship,  and  both  figures,  particularly  the  horse, 
are  executed  with  great  spirit  and  taste ;  and,  if  the  tradition  be 
correct  as  to  the  period,  with  skill  altogether  extraordinary.    The 
Chief  is  called  by  the  country  people  Ian  Bachach,  or  John  the 
Lame.    He  is  lepiesented  in  the  statue  as  afiected  with  a  remark* 
able  degree. of  lameness^  his  leg  and  thigh  being  apparently  with- 
out  bones,  or1oeomotiv«  power,  and  instead  of  bulging  down  the 
horse's  side,  are  laid  across,  and  fixed  on  the  pommel  of  the  sac^ 
die.    The  exact  period  when  this  Chief  lived  cannot  now  ly  ascertained, 
as  the  family  papers,  and  aU  the  ancient  records  and  documents,  were 
destroyed  by  fire.    This  figure  being  of  bronse,  and  lying  in  a  small 
pirefls,  or  recess  In  the  wall,  was  not  injured.    Tradition  gires  a  period  ' 
of  S25  years,  or  thirteen  generations,  at  the  rate  of  twenty*fi1re  yeani 
ibr  each,  fi>r  the  age  of  this  equestrian  figure.    In  these  traditionary 
calculations  the  Highlanders  reckon  a  generation  twenty-five  yean^ 
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instances  I  could  give  where  these  smaller  proprietors  suf- 
fered no  material  injury  from  the  spoliations  oi*  conquests 
(if  I  may  so  call  them)  of  their  more  powafiil  neighboOiv, 
it  may  be  supposed,  that  there  must  have  been  some  pre- 
existing  causes-some  violence  on  the  part  of  the  Macgre- 
gors-^in  shorty  (although  they  were  not  perhaps  as  fierce 
as 'their  enemies  represented  them,)  frequent  violations  of, 
and  encroachments  on,  the  peace,  property,  and  persons  of 
their  nei^bours,  not  unusual  in  those  turbulent  times.  But 
whatever  may  have  been  the  actions  or  character  of  this  pio- 
scribed  clan,  an  ample  punishment  was  inflicted  on  theiA.  In 
the  yeacr  16SS,  an  act  was  passed,  declaring  it  unlawful  for* 
any  man  to  bear  the  name  of  Macgregor ; .  that  no  signa- 
ture bearing  that  name,  no  act  or  agreement  entered  into 
with  a  Macgregor,  was  l^al ;  that  to  take  the  life  of  a  Mac- 
gregor was  not  an  act  of  felony,  or  any  way  punishable ; 
and  that  no  minister  or  preacher  should  at  any  time  baptite 
or  christen  any  male  child  of  the  Macgregors :  and,  to  fa- 
dlitate  their  extirpation,  they  were  hunted  with  blood* 
hounds,  taught  to  follow  on  the  tract,  and  thus  discover  the 
haunts  and  hiding-places  of  the  unfortunate  dan.  *  But  this 
species  of  Algerine  law,  with  all  its  severities,  did  not  de- 
stroy,  or  apparently  influence  in  any  manner,  that  spirit  of 
loyalty  so  characteristic  of  the  Highlanders,  which  the  Mac- 
gregors evinced  in  the  great  rebellion.  All  of  them  who  could 
carry  arms  joined  Montrose,  (although  under  other  names,) 
and  through  his  whole  campaignsproved  themselvesloyaland 
true;  always  ready  to  bear  a  part  in  the  execution  of  his  most 
daring  attempts ;  and,  after  the  establishment  of  the  Com- 

and  in  this  maDner  calculate  the  dates  of  past  events  with  tolenfale  ac« 

*  Blood  or  dough-hounds  were  not  in  that  age  coa&ied  to  the  Mao- 
gregors.  In  a  commuision  dated  the  539th  of  November  1619,  granted  by 
Sir  Wilfted  Lawaon  and  Sir  William  Hntt^m,  knights,  two  of  the  com«- 
■usaionera  for  the  middle  marches,  to  John  Muqgrave,  Provost  Harahal, 
be  is  directed  to  provide  slough-hounds  as  a  protection  against  the  law* 
less  Scotch,  the  number  of  dqgs  fbr  each  parish  being  stated,  and  aa 
assessment  on  the  inhabitants  ordered  fbr  their  expences. 
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monwetltli)  they  would  not  8id>imt,  and  were  ever  aoooying 
the  troops  stationed  in  the  oountry  to  keep  down  the  people. 
Of  the  value  of  their  serviees  to  himself  and  his  father 
Charles  II.  was  fully  sensible ;  and  one  of  the  first  acts  of 
Parliam^t  after  his  restoration,  was  passed  to  repeal  that  ' 
of  1688)  and  re-establish  the  name  of  Macgregor,  with 
all  its  natural  and  legal  rights;  ^^  considering,^  as  the  act 
expresses,  ^'  that  those  who  were  formerly  designed  by  the 
name  of  Macgregor  had,  during  the  troubles,  carried  them« 
selves  with  such  loyalty  and  affection  to  his  Majesty,  as 
might  justly  wipe  off  all  memory  of  their  former  miscar- 
riages, and  take  off  all  mark  of  reproach  put  upon  them  for 
the  same.''      ^ 

But  this  relief  was  not  permanent ;  for,  in  King  Wil- 
liam^s  reign,  (in  1698,)  the  cMiginal  act  was  renewed,  and 
the  Mac^regors  jdaced  in  the  same  state  as  in  1688  and 
the  following  years ;  and  this  law,  although  not  enforced, 
was  allowed  to  remain  on  the  statute-books  till  the  year 
1775.  *  .  But  however  calamitous  the  state  to  which  they 
were  reduced,  we  still  find  the  Macgr^ors  a  numerous 
clan.  The  law  itself  was  so  savage,  that  it  was  not 
strictly  enforced.  The  persecuted  clan  found  proCoction 
and  friaoidship  among  th^  countrymen ;  and  though  few 
remained  in  Olenorchy,  where  they  were  once  in  great 
numbers,  and  where  the  last  Laird  of  Macgregor^s  es- 
tate of  Glenstrae  lay,  there  are  many  of  the  name  in 
Breadalbane,  Glenlyon,  Monteith,  and  other  parts  of 
Perthshire  and  the  neighbouring  counties.  They  are  now 
reviving  and  increasing  in  numbers  and  rei^>ectability. 

*  In  the  seanon  of  1774-5,  s  bQl  was  brought  into  Parliament  for 
restoring  the  name,  rights,  and  immunitieB  of  the  clan  Macgr^or. 
The  bill,  founded,  as  is  stated  in  this  act,  **  on  the  humble  petition  of 
Gtegor  Drummond,  Esquire,  md  mmy  others,"  passed,  aa  might  he 
expected,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  and  the  dan  were  placed  in  the 
same  situation  aa  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  subjects.  I  have'  already  had 
oocasioii  to  mention  this  gentleman  as  being  the  handsomest  Highland^ 
cr  in  a  corps  said  to  be  composed  of  very  handsome  men,  and  as  such 
presented  to  George  II.  in  1743. 
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Much  of  this  praq>erity  is  owing  to  the  Crutmng  and  seal- 
Otis  friendship  of  Sir  John  Macgr^or  Murray,  the  elder 
biother  of  the  respectable  officer  who  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  Clan  Alpine  regiment. 

In  December  ITSS,  Colonel  Alexander  Macgr^or  Mur- 
tay  received  letters  of  senrice  for  raising  a  r^;iment  of  Fen* 
dble  Highlanders,  and  in  May  1799  the  men,  amounting  to 
765,  were  assembled  at  Stirling,  and  inspected  by  LieutB- 
nant-General  Sir  Balph  Abereromby,  who  expressed  in 
handsome  terms  his  approbation  of  the  appearance  o£  the 
men,  and  of  the  exertions  of  the  officers. 

Thu  regiment  was  raised  <m  terms  of  service  extending 
to  any  part  of  Europe,  and,  like  other  corps  of  the  same  de^ 
scription,  one  of  the  fieldofficers  was  to  have  permanent  and 
progressive  army  rank.  Captain  Alexander  Macgregor 
Murray  of  the  90th  regiment  (son  of  the  Colcmel)  was  ap- 
pointed Major,  with  the  permanent  step  of  promotion.  To 
the  soldiers,  also,  their  service  in  this  corps  was  to  count  as 
if  in  the  regular  army,  should  they  again  enter  the  service ; 
thus,  if  a  soldier  served  in  the  Clan  Alpines  for  three  years, 
and  at  any  future  period  enlisted  in  a  regiment  of  the  line 
and  served  there  fourteen,  seventeen,  or  twenty  yeans,  the 
three  he  served  in  the  Fencibles  was  added  to  strengthen 
hit  daim  to  a  pension. 

.  This  regiment  was  ordered  for  Irehmd,  and  quartered 
there  in  the  usual  manner,  occupying  different  stations; 
and,  in  1800,  Colonel  Macr^or  S^urray  received  instruc- 
tions to  augment  the  strength  of  the  corps  to  1,050  men. 
To  accomplish  this  was  no  easy  undertaking,  at  a  period 
when  so  many  men  had  been  raised,  particularly  in  the  H^h- 
lands,  uid  required  no  small  share  of  zeal  and  address.  It 
would  seem  that  both  were,  in  this  instance,  successfully  ex- 
ened.  But  two  conriderable  detachments  having  volunteered 
for  the  regular  re^ments,  it  was  necessary  to  recruit  agun. 
This  was  also  successful,  and  thus  there  were,  in  all,  1,230 
men  in  the  ranks  of  this  r^luent.  Of  these  about  780  were 
Highlanders,  30  English  and  Irish,  and  the  others  Lowland 
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Scotch  ;  a  lesser  proportion  of  Highlanders  than  might  have 
been  expected  in  an  Alpine  regiment,  had  it  been  raised  in 
other  years  than  1799  and  1800,  when  there  had  been  such  a 
drain  from  the  Highland  population  for  the  army ;  *  as  also 
to  supply  the  great  and  unprecedented  demand  for  labour- 
ers in  the  Lowlands,  exclusive  of  an  extensive  emigration ; 
but  still  recruiting,  when  conducted  with  address,  was  suc- 
cessful, as  we  find  in  the  case  df  Colonel  Macgregor. Mur- 
ray, and  his  officers. 

As  th(»-e  was  a  considerable  difference  in  the  character 
and  habits  of  the  one  portion  of  this  regiment  compared 
with  the  other,  the  commanding  officer  made  a  judicious 
distinction  in  his  preventives  and  punishments.     Those  men 
who  had  little  sense  of  shame,  (and  they  were  few,)  and  to 
whom  personal  fear,  or  the  dread  of  painful  punishments, 
was  the  only  check,  he  kept  in  restraint  by  an  endeavour  to 
deprive  them  of  the  means  and  opportunity  of  committing 
crimes ;  but  when  no  preventive  was  sufficient,  he  then  pu- 
nished with  exemplary  severity.     There  was  another  small 
porUon  in  the  regiment  whose  character  was  not  absolute- 
ly bad.     Among  them  several  misdemeanours  of  a  slight 
nature  occurred,  and  although  these  were  not  of  a  very 
criminal  nature,  checks  were  necessary.     After  a  short 
confinement,  these  men   were  generally  given  in  charge 
to  their  comrades,  who,   under  certain  conditions,  were 
to  become  answerable  for  them.     While  such  was  the  sys- 
tern  established  for  two  sorts  of  character  in  the  corps, 
there  was  a  third,  and  fortunately  the  most  numerous  class, 
for  it  composed  nearly  nine-tenths  of  the  whole,  for  whom 
there  was  hardly  any  check  necessary  beyond  admonition 
and  representation  of  the  disgrace  they  would  bring  on 

*  In  1799  and  1800  were  raised  north  of  the  Fbrth,  (three-fourths 
being  from  the  north  of  the  Tay,)  the  Clan  Alpines,  the  Regiment  of 
the  lales^  the  Lochaber,  Banfikhire,  Argyle,  Uie  9S^  or  Sutherland 
Highlanders,  Roes  and  Cromarty  Rangers,  Madeod  Fendbles.  In 
1796  had  been  embodied  the  Fife^  Perth,  Stirling,  Argyle,  Inverness^ 
afid  Aberdeen  regiments  of  militia. 
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llifiwlTes  and  tKar  kindred,  by  ifiacreditafale  oondncC  In 
thveugr  numner,  punishing  with  ac%  crilj  »liow€SP^>  when  ne- 
r,  thedo^  of  dnsregimcDt  wascaniedon:  the  off- 
yrexe  icqpected,  and  the  men  oontcnted,  and  jirepared 
to  Aem  themsehres  good  scddien  if  called  to  meet  an  ene- 
my. Bat  this  was  not  their  fortmie;  and  howercr  desroos 
a  true  soldier  may  be  to  distingnidi  himiielf  in  the  field, 
happily  for  this  cocmtiy  our  internal  defence  corps  hare 
nerer  had  that  doty  to  perform.  War  having  been  Jong  kqpt 
at  a  distaniy,  its  miseries  were  only  known  by  repent. 

As  the  Maqgr^;ors  were  ci  old  a  warlike  race,  it  is  ud- 
fortunate  that  this  legiment  had  not  an  ofyortunity  of  meet- 
ing  the  enemy,  and  ci  maintaining  that  character  for  coo- 
nge  whidi  had  so  long  distinguished  their  ancestcHV. 

In  1802  the  r^^ment  was  ordered  from  Irdand^  and  on 
the.SMth  of  July  reduced  at  Stirling. 
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R£GIM£NT  OF  THE  ISLES, 

1799- 

No  name  could  be  more  appropriate  for  a  re^ment,  com- 
manded by  a  Macdonald,  having  a  number^of  officers  and  men 
of  the  same  name,  and  nine-tenths  of  vt^hich  were  composed  of 
Islanders,  than  ^e  '^  Rej^inent  of  the  Islcs.^  In  the  traditions 
of  the  Highlanders,  the  Isles  are  so  associated  wiih  chival- 
ry, deeds  of  valour,  and  chieftainship  of  a  superior  or- 
der, that  their  imaginations  are  immediately  thrown  back  to 
those  days  when  the  Lords  of  the  Isles,  assuming  sovereign 
authority  ova:  their  insular  domains,  frequently  enter- 
ed into  trea^es,  and  cpntracted  alliances,  with  the  Kings 
of  England-  But  their  possessions  were  not  confined  to  the 
lalande.  They  held  extensive  domidns  on  the  main  land  of 
Scotland,  great  part  of  which  is  to  this  day  possessed  by 
tbar  descendants.  Glengarry,  Clanranald,  Glenco,  &c.  It 
was  in  the  Isles,  however,  where  they  could  not  be  ^  easily 
attacked,  that  their  principal  power  lay.  There,  as  petty 
sovereigns,  they  supported  a  sort  of  regal  state,  being  equal 
in  power  to  several  states  in  Germany,  and  certainly  exceed- 
ing many  Continental  principalities  in  the  number  of  dis- 
posable men  at  arms. 

It  was  in  Islay,  the  most  southerly  of  these  insular  pos- 
sessions, that  the  Macdonalds  had  their  principal  resi- 
dence. A  small  Island  in  Loch  Finlagan,  in  Islay,  was  ^^  fa- 
mous for  being  or.ce  the  court  in  which  the  great  Macdonald, 
King  of  the  Isles,  had  his  residence.  His  houses,  chapels, 
Sec.  are  now  ruinous.  His  garde  de  corps,  called  Luchtach, 
)cept  guard  on  the  lake  side  nearest  to  the  isle.     l*he  walls, 
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of  their  houses  are  still  to  be  seen  there.  The  high  oourt  of 
judicature,  consisting  of  fourteen,  sat  always  here;  and 
there  was  an  appeal  to  them  from  all  the  courts  in  the  isles. 
The  eleventh  share  of  the  sum  in  debate  was  due  to  tbe 
principal  judge.  There  was  a  big  stone,  of  seven  feet 
square,  in  which  there  was  a  deep  impression  made  to  re- 
ceive the  feet  of  Macdonald  ;  for  be  was  crowned  King  of 
the  Isles  standing  in  this  stone,  and  swore  that  he  would 
continue  his  vassals  in  the  possetsian  of  their  lands,  and  do 
exact  justice  to  all  his  subjects;  and  then  his  father^s  sword 
was  put  into  his  hand.  The  Bishop  of  Argyle  and  seven 
priests  anointed  him  King,  in  pres^ice  of  all  the  heads  of 
the  tribes  in  the  Isles  and  Continent  who  were  his  vassals.^ 

The  preceding  account  of  Martin  will  aSbrd  some  idea 
of  the  estimation  in  which  these  great  Chiefs  were  held,  and 
the  consequent  power  which  flowed  from  the  devotidn  -and 
ready  obedience  of  their  subjects, — a  power  which,  in  times 
when  laws  were  weak  and  inefficient,  was  hot  always  exercis- 
ed for  the  protection  of  their  property  merely,  but  sometimes 
to  invade  tliat  of  others,  and  sometimes  to  oppose  the  laws  of 
the  realm  which  the  King  was  unable  to  enforce.  But,  in  the 
words  of  Abercromby,  in  his  Martial  Achievements  of  Scot- 
land,  ''  Whatever  may  be  said  for  or  against  the  preten- 
sions and  conduct  of  these  noble  and  potent  lords,  I  must 
own  that  I  have  a  vast  respect  for,  and  a  feeling  sense  of, 
the  exemplary  .and  untainted  loyalty,  as  well  as  prowess  of 
their  posterity, — I  mean  the  clan  and  surname  of  Mac- 
donald,— a  clan  to  this  day  30  numerous,  so  brave, 
and  so  generally  well  affected  to  the  monarchy,  that 
in  all  those  respects  it  is  equalled  by  few,  and  surpassed 
perhaps  by  none  in  the  nation.*^  After  describing  the 
feuds  and  forays  which  caused  one  clan  to  march  with 
fire  and  sword  into  the  country  of  a  rival,  when,  during 
the  captivity  of  James  I.  the  laws  were  unable  to  reach  or 
punish  the  guilty,  the  same  author  concludes,  **  I  relate 
these  barbarities  with  much  reluctancy,  the  rather  because 
I  have  a  very  great  esteem  for  the  often  tried  valour,  and 
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undaunted  loyalty  of  our  Highland  clans.  They  present 
ed  themselvea  and  us  from  conquest  and  slavery,  in  die  days 
both  of  King  Robert  and  King  David  Bnioe;  and,  as  they 
have  ever  been  the  last  who  laid  down  their  arms  as  often 
aa  the  nation  has  either  been  cheated  or  defeated  out  of  thdu: 
libertieB,.  so  they  were  always  the  first  that  took  themup  in 
opposition  to  domestic  iniquity,  or  foreign  encroachments. 
Buttheexorbitant  power  of  the  Earl  of  Ross,  and  the  Lords 
of  the  Isles,  the  independency  pretended  to  by  the  last,  and 
the  impunity  which  they  met  with  dfunrtng  the  abaence  or 
wimoriiy  qfcur  kingSy  had  debauched  them  from  all  the 
piinnples  of  honour,  humanity,  and  justice.'^  * 

The  last  Lord  of  the  Isles  died  without  heirs  at  the  end 
of  the  fifteenth  century,  when  his  estate  went  into  the  pos- 
session of  different  prq[>rietoiB,  but  a  great  proportion  de- 
scended, as  I  have  already  mentioned,  to  the  prindpal 
branches  of  the  fannly.  Of  these  descendants  the  Macdo- 
nalds  of  Sleate,  Lords  Macdonald,  or,  as  they  are  called  in 
Gaelie,  ^*  Maconnell,^  have  always  possessed  the  greatest 
and  most  populous  portion  of  the  insular  domains.  Along 
with  these  territorial  possessions,  the  chieftains  of  this  family 
haewe  ever  held  a  high  station  in  the  respect  and  condderation 
of  the  Highlanders.  This  feeling  was  not  without  cause. 
While  the  chiefs  lived  on  their  estates,  surrounded  by  their 
people,  the  latter  were  treated  with  a  patriarchal  kindness 
which  met  with  a  gratefiil  return.  The  last  of  this  fiunily 
who  made  Skye  his  ocmstant  reddence  was  Sir  Alexander 
Maodonald,  who  died  in  the  year  1746.  The  power  and 
popularity  of  this  chieftain  was  seen  in  the  year  1745,  when 
he  was  surrounded  by  upwards  of  1,800  men  in  arms, 
omdous  to  be  led  to  the  field  under  his  command.  Living 
with  the  hospitality  of  a  chief,  f  his  perscmal  influence  and 
duunader  received  no  small  adcfition  from  his  marriage 

*  Abercromby's  Martial  Achievements.    E^nburgh^  printed  ITIO. 
i*  It  was  said  that  a  hogshead  of  claret  was  the  weekly  consumption 
of  his  table. 

VOL.  II.  i>  d         , 


418  REGIMENT  OP  THE  ISLES. 

with  Lady  MargKret  Montgomery,  a  lady  whose  virtaes 
and  condedcending  kindness  made  her  so  adored  in  Skye, 
<^  that  when  she  travelled  through  the  island,  the  people 
ran  in  crowds  befcMie  and  took  the  stones  off  the  road,  lest 
her  horse  should  stumhle  and  she  be  hurt.**  *  One  of  the 
'misfortunes  which  has  befallen  the  Highlands  was  the 
premature  death,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six,  of  Sir  Alexander 
IM acdonald,  and  of  his  son  and  heir,  Sir  James  Macdo- 
uald,  one  of  the  most  accomplished  men  of  his  own  or  al- 
most of  any  other  country.  He  died  of  a  consumption  at 
Rome  in  1766,  where  his  character  stood  so  high  that  the 
Pope  (Clement  XIII.  who  sent  to  inquire  for  him  daily  dur- 
ing his  long  illness)  ordered  a  public  funeral^  and  that  he 
should  be  interred  in  consecrated  grotmd ;  an  unprecedent- 
ed concession  to  a  Protestant.  Cardinal  Picolomini  wrote 
an  elegant  Latin  poem  to  his  memory.  But  his  character, 
talents,  and  accompliriiments,  will  be  best  understood  by 
the  elegant  inscription,  written  by  his  intimate  friend  Lord 
Lyttleton,  and  placed  on  a  monument  executed  in  Rome^ 
and  erected  in  the  church  of  Skate,  in  Skye. 

^^  To  the  Memory  of  Si&  Jamxs  Macdonald,  Bart. 
who,  in  the  flower  of  youth,  had  attained  to  so  emi* 
nent  a  degree  of  knowledge  in  Mathematics,  Pbiloso- 
l^y,  lianguages,  and  in  every  other  branch  of  useful 
and  pcJite  Learning,  as  few  have  acquired  in  a  long 
life  wholly  devoted  to  study.  Yet  to  this  erudition  he 
joined  what  can  rarely  be  found  with  it^  great  talents 
for  bu»nes8,  great  propriety  of  behaviour,  great  polite- 
ness of  manners.  His  eloquence  was  sweet,  correct, 
and  flowing ;  his  memory  vast  and  exact ;  hfs  judgu 
ment  strong  Jand  acute.  All  which  endowments,  tinit^ 
ed  with  the  most  amiable  temper  and  every  private  vir- 
tue, procured  him,  not  "only  in  his  own  country,  but 
also  from  foreign  nations,  the  highest  marks  of  esteem. 

*  Boswell's  Tour  with  Dr  Johnson. 
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In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1766,  the  S5th  of  his  life, 
after  a  long  and  extremely  painful  iUnesa,  which  he 
supported  with  admirable  patience  and  fortitude,  he 
cfied  at  Rome,  where,  notwithstanding  the  difference  of 
religion,  such  extraordinary  honours  were  paid  to  his 
memory,  as  had  never  graced  that  of  any  other  British 
subject,  once  the  death  of  Sir  Philip  Sydney.  The 
fame  he  left  behind  him  is  the  best  consolation  to  his 
afflicted  family.  And  to  his  countrymen  in  this  isle, 
for  whose  benefit  he  had  planned  many  useful  improve- 
ments  which  his  fruitful  genius  suggested,  and  his 
active  spirit  promoted,  under  the  sober  directiou  of  a 
clear  and  enlightened  understanding.  Reader,  bewail 
our  loss,  and  that  of  all  Britain.^ 

To  a  distant  and  unimproved  region,  like  Skye,  the  loss 
of  such  a  man  was  irreparable.  The  example  of  lus  lean^ 
ing  and  virtues,  his  kindly  feelings  towards  his  people,  and 
the  encouragement  and  improvements  he  contemplated  for 
them,  would,  no  doubt,  liave  produced  incalculable  advan- 
tages. His  learning  and  accomplishments  could  have  been 
understood  and  appreciated  by  the  gentlemen  fermers, 
tacksmen,  and  others  of  his  people,  who,  as  I  have  already 
noticed,  were  so  well  educated,  that  conversations  were  fre- 
quently carried  on  in  the  Latin  language.  The  clergy- 
men were  also  of  a  superior  class.  Bom  of  good  families, 
zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  religious  duties,  and  learn- 
ed and  exemplary  in  their  conduct,  their  influence  over  the 
minds  and  actions  of  their  flocks  was  great  and  benefidaL 
Even  Dr  Johnscxi,  with  all  his  prejudices  against  Scotland, 
and  the  Presbyterian  clergy,  could  not  conceal  his  surprise 
at  the  well  selected  libraries  and  the  learning  he  met  with  in 
Skye. 

The  early  death  of  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald  was  a 
severe  loss  to  Skye  on  another  account.  A  few  years  after 
this  event,  his  widow,  Lady  Margaret,  removed  to  England 
for  the  education  of  her  three  sons.     Sir  James,  the  elden 
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was  old  enough  before  He  left  his  native  ifiJe,  to  form  a  strong 
attaehment  to  his  poor  and  affectionate  adherents ;  an  at- 
tachment which  would  have  been  productive  of  the  highest 
benefit  to  them  had  his  life  been  spared.  Sir  Archibald  Mac- 
donald,  a  posthumous  son,  who  had  entered  into  a  laboiious 
profession,  and  had,  by  his  talents  and  virtue,  risen  to  be 
Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  did  not,  like  Iiis  great  coun- 
trymen and  brother  judges.  Lords  Mansfield  and  Bosslyn, 
return  to  hb  native  country.     Sir  Alexander,  (the  suc- 
cessor of  Sir  James,)  afterwards  Lord  Macdonald,  hav- 
ing been  also  educated  in  England,  Dr  Johnson  observed 
of  this  mode  of  educating  a  young  man,  heir  to  a  great 
estate,  at  a  distance  from,  and  in  ignorance  of  the  coun- 
tiy  where  he  has  so  high  a  stake  ;^-he  cannot  acquire 
a  knowledge  of  the  people  ;— can  form  no  local  attach- 
ment ; — ^be  a  stranger  to  his  own  property,  and  to  his  ten- 
ants ; — u  often  disgusted  with  both,  although  the  one  be 
valuable  by  its  produce,  and  the  other  estimable  in  cha- 
racter.     ^<  A  strong-minded  man,  like  Sir  James  Mac- 
donald, may  be  improved  by  an  English  education,  but 
in  general  they  (the  Highland  chieftiuns)  will  be  tamed 
into  insignificance.'^  ;l  In   continuation  of  the  same  sub- 
ject, Mr  Boswell  says,   ^^  My  endeavours   to  rouse  the 
English  bred  chieftain,  in  whose  house  we  were,  to  the 
feudal   and  patriarchal  feelings,  proving  ineffectual,  Dr 
Johnson  this  morning  tried  to  bring  him  to  our  way  of 
thinking.— 'JoAn^on,  ^^  Were  I  in  your  place.  Sir,  in  seven 
years  I  would  make  this  an  independent  island.     I  would 
roast  oxen  whole,  and  hang  out  a  flag  to  the  Macdonalds."" 
Sir  Alexander  was  still  starting  diiBculties.—«/bAfi«on,  '^Nay, 
Sir,  if  you  are  bom  to  object,  I  have  done  with  yon ;  Sir, 
I  would  have  a  magazine  of  arms.^-— ^tr  jUexandery  ^^  They 
would  rust.'*— JbArwon,  **  Let  there  be  men  to  keep  them 
clean  ;  your  ancestors  did  not  use  to  let  th^r  arms  rust^ 

Four  years  after  this  cbnversation.  Sir  Alexander  (creat- 
ed Lord  Macdonald  in  1776)  found  that  arms  put  in  the 
hands  of  his  people  would  not  be  suffered  to  rust^  and 
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that,  when  an  opportunity  offered,  they  were  ready  to  take 
them  up  in  defence  of  their  country.  This  was  in  1777, 
when  the  Macdonald  Highland  Begiment  was  raised  under 
the  patronage  of  Lord  Macdonald. 

Upwards  of  twenty  years  posterior  to  the  embodying  of 
the  76th  regiment,  the  present  Lord  Macdonald  requested 
permission  from  his  Majesty  to  raise  a  regiment  on  his 
estates  in  the  Isles.  This  request  was  readily  granted,  and 
a  respectable  body  of  men  soohrecruited* 

The  Regiment  of  tbe  Isles  was  inspected  and  embodied 
at  Inverness  by  Major-General  Leith  Hay,  on  the  4th 
June  1789<  It  would  appear,  from  the  selection  made, 
that  there  was  no  want  of  men  on  Lord  Macdonald^s  es- 
tate, as  their  age  averaged  tw«nty.two  years,  a  period  of 
life  the  best  calculated  to  enter  upon  military  service ;  not 
too  young  to  suffer  from,  or  be  incapable  of,  supporting  tbe 
hardships  and  fatigues  peculiar  to  the  professicm,  nor  too 
old  to  mould  the  mental  and  personal  habits  of  the  soldier 
to  the  moral  and  military  restraints,  which  the  profes- 
sion renders  necessaiy.  The  good  effects  resulting  from 
men  commendng  their  military  career  at  a  proper  age, 
were  seen  by  the  conduct  of  this  regiment  in  garrison 
and  quarters ;  for  they  were  not  called  on  any  other  duty 
except  on  one  occasion,  when  a  combination  took  place 
among  the  seamen  of  Whitehaven  in  1801.  The  cbject 
of  the  seamen  was  to  augment  the  rate  of  wages,  and 
the  ship-owners  resisting  their  demand,  the  sailors  perse- 
vered for  several  weeks,  in  preventing  vessels  from  leav- 
ing the  harbour.  The  magistrates,  being  anxious  to 
avoid  resorting  to  force,  endeavoured,  by  argument  and 
persuasion,  to  prevail  upon  the  seamen  to  return  to  their 
duty,  but  their  exertions  having  feuled,  the  assistance  of 
the  Regiment  of  the  Isles  was  called  in.  Without  force, 
and  more  by  the  respect  in  which  the  regiment  was  held, 
and  the  imposing  ap{)carance  of  the  men  when  drawn 
up  and  ready  to  act,  thaii  by  any  violence,  the  officers 
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prevailed  upon  the  sailors  to  give  up  their  point ;  every 
man  returned  to  his  ship ;  order  and' tranquillity  were  restcMr- 
cd ;  and,  so  far  from  any  persons  being  hurt  or  touched,  the 
soldiers  had  no  occasion  to  take  their  firelocks  from  their 
idioulders.  Their  conduct  was  particularly  noticed  by  Ge- 
neral Musgrave,  who  commanded  on  the  occasion. 

In  July  180S  the  regiment  was  marched  to  Fort  Gkorge, 
and  reduced.  ^^  Knowing  the  general  character  of  High- 
landers to  be  very  tenacious  of  their  rights,  the  field  officers 
uniformly  made  it  a  rule  that  every  man  should  be  made 
fully  sensible  of  the  nature  of  these  rights ;  and  that  not 
the  most  trifling  item  should,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  be 
withheld.  In  this  manner,  when  the  soldiers  saw  them- 
selves and  their  rights  respected,  they,  in  their  turn,  respect- 
ed and  obeyed  their  officers,  flying  witli  cheerful  eagerness 
to  execute  every  the  slightest  command  or  wish  of  meb  to 
whom  they  were  much  attached ;  and  hence,  the  misunder- 
standings, unhappily  too  frequent  in  Highland  re^ments 
in  former  times,  were  never  heard  of  in  the  Regunoit  of 
the  Isles.  At  the*  reduction,  the  soldiers  ordered  out  all 
the  carriages  in  the  garrison,  and  pvitting  the  officers  in 
them,  dragged  them  to  the  village  of  Campbeltown,  where 
they  treated  them  with  wine,^  &c. 

As  the  rugged  and  barren  Isles  of  Skye  and  Uist  have 
contributed  a  large  share  of  the  young  and  active  of  their 
population  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  I  shall  enu- 
merate the  whole,  having  ascertained  the  niunber  from 
the  officers  who  recruited  the  men,  from  others  who  serv- 
ed with  them,  and*  from  my  own  personal  knowledge. 
A  view  of  the  number  of  those  men,  and  of  the  character 
they  exhibited,  may  be  interesting  to  those  who  consider 
sound  morals,  respect  for  religion  and  the  laws,  and  loyalty 
to  the  King  and  Government,  among  the  bulk  of  the  people, 
of  vital  importance  to  the  prosperity  and  permanency  of  the 
state*  The  two  great  proprietors  of  the  Isles  whose  lands  are 
occupied  by  a  loyal  and  moral  people,  must  view  the  sub- 
ject with  deep  interest.  They  have  not  overlooked  their  hap- 
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piness  and  welfare  in  the  progress  of  agricultural  improve- 
ments, nor  will  they  adopt  die  opidi^n.too  oftet)  brought  for- 
ward, that,  in  those  changes  which  operate  injuriously  on  the 
comforts  of  the  people,  by  removing  them  from  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  and  crowding  them  in  villages  and  situations  pos- 
sessed of  no  sufficient  means  of  subsistence,  ^^  the  misery  is 
only  temporary,  that  the  evil  will  cure  itself,  and  in  time  find 
its  own  level/*  Has  the  evil  of  giving  extensive  portions  of 
land  tp  men  of  capital,  and  confining  the  bulk  of  the  people 
to.small  pi^tches  of  the  soil,  found  its  level,  or  has  it  cured  it- 
self in  Ireland  ?  There  it  has  been  long  in  operation,  and  its 
efl^ts  on  the  morals  and  actions  of  the  peasantry  must  strike 
every  feeling  mind  with  horror,  and  afibrd  an  example  which 
ought  undoubtedly  to  checV  the  pi;pgress  of  a  similar  system 
among  the  moral  and  peaceably  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands. 
Poverty  is  an  intolerable  evil  in  all  countries ;  and,  if  occa- 
sioned by  oppression,  especially  by  the  oppression  of  indivi- 
duals, whose  actions  are,  in  a  particular  manner,  under 
the  observation  of  those  wjio  suffer  by  (hem,  the  inevitable 
result  must  ever  be,  hatred  and  a  spirit  of  revenge  against 
the  immediate  actors,  and  disaffection  to  the  government 
which  allows,  or  cannot  protect  them  from,  systems  which 

jentail  such  evils  as  have  rendered  desperate  the  peasantry 
of  a  sister  island,  blessed  with  a  more  favourable  expiate,  a 
better  soil,  and  numberless  natural  advantages,  capable  of 
gendering  a  people  happy,  but  whose  desperation  frequent- 
ly produce  such  revolting  scenes  as  ought  to  show  the  fal. 

'  lacy  of  that  sophistry  which  tciiids  to  smolJier  the  feelings 
of  humanity,  under  the  plea,  that  ;nich  evils  wUl  cure  ihem- 
selves f  and  find  their  own  level, 

I  shall  nowT^umto  a  mc^e  agreeable  subject, — the  num- 
ber of  men  who,  during  .the^r^  twelve  years  of  the  kUe 
war,  entered  the  service  from  the  estates  of  Macdona}d, 

Macleod,  Rasay,  &c.  in  the  Isles  of  Skye,  Uist,  and  the  ad- 
jacent small  isles. 
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Vfroff     Total 


tkt  RegimaUi  bfike  Line. 

Cafitain  (now  Migor«6eiMnl)  Madeod  recniited  in  the 
yens  1793  iHd  1794  fiur  the  78th  regiment^         -^         97 

Captain  (afterwarda  Lieut^pant-Colonel)  Campbell,  Lieu- 
tenant (now  Col<»el)  Nonnan  Madeod,  Endgns  Nor- 
man Madeod,  Roderidc  Macqueen,  and  other  offioeiB  ei 
the  78th  regiment,  -  -  -*  196        . 

LieatenBlitaNeilandNormanMadtf)d  of  thell6th  regimen^  89 

Captain  (afterwarda  Major*General)  Macaakill,  -       45 

Lieutenant  (now  Migor)  Macdonald,  *  ^ 

Mi^r  Donald  Maodonald  (Boiadale)  received  lettcn  of 
service  to  laiae  a  raiment  of  the  line  m  the  year  i796, 
hut  he  died  anddenly,  betee  the  icgiment  waanear 

complete,  *  •  -  •    .  ^^ 

The  48d,  71st,  7»d,  74th,  79th,  95ad,  and  other  r^iinenta 
of  the  line,  (particukrly  the  55th,)  rocdved  from  these 
idanda  -  •  -  ^^ 

Caledonian  Volunteers^  .  •  38 

Of  the  natives  of  Skye,  North  Uist,  &e.  who  joined  the 
Regiment  of  the  Isles,  the  Madeod  and  several  other 
Fendble  corps,  as  also  the  reguhur  militia  and  army  of 
reserve,  there  volunteered  into  different  regiments  of 

the  li&e  about  •  *  -  ^^ 

Total  of  the  line,*         -  -       —     811 

Feneiblet. 

Regiment  of  the  Isles,  •  •  ^80 

Recruited  after  the  formation,  -  -        78 

— -i«553 

Carryforward  •  •  559     811 

*  There  aie  now  so  many  old  sddlers  settled  in  Skyet  receiving 
pensions  fbr  wounds  and  length  of  service,  that  the  circulation  of  so 
mudi  ready  money  is  no  small  advantage  to  their  native  Ides*  The 
Collectors  of  Excise,  who  usually^  pay  these  pensions,  sometimes  find 
their  collections  of  duties  too  small  to  meet  the  military  payments, 
which  have  amounted  to  more  than  L.  800  at  one  hal^y^dy  collec- 
tion. While  so  many  old  soldiers  returned  home  to  enjoy  thdr  coun- 
try's reward  for  thdr  services,  I  have  reason  to  know  that  an  equal 
number  settled  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  after  their  disdiarge.  In 
aUusion  to  the  Exdse,  1  ought,  in  justice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Northern  Ides,  to  mention  that  illicit  distillation  was  unknown  among 
them  tUl  within  the  last  twenty  years. 
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Ndwof     Totel 

Nofc 


Brought  jforward  •  '  •  6£2     811 

Mackod  FendUes,  •  •  •  110 

Canadian,  -  •  •  •  00 

Recniited  by  Captain  A.  Maodonald  of  Boiadale,  Madean 
of  lale  of  Monk^  and  olheT  offioen  ibr  different  Fen- 
cible  regiments,,  about  •  •  150 

Total  Fendble  men,         •  -         — —      872 

Militia  aadAmyofAoaenrtQte  1798  and  1803,  •  tso 

VolunUen* 

In  the  jcar  1 795,  and  the  foUowing  years,  ten  independent 

volunteer  companies,  of  80  men  each,  were  kept  on  foot 

in  the  Long  Island,  -  -  800 

In  the  year  ^re03,  two  regimenta  of  volunteers  were  fimned: 

lab  of  Skye,  lat  reghnent,  LieuteBant^olonel  Jamea 

Madeod  of  Raaay,  •  •  607 

Isle  of  Skye,  2d  regiment,  Lieutinant-Colonel  A.  Mao* 
donaldof  Lynedole,  -  •  510 

Total  Volunteers,  -  -       — —  1,817 


Total  number  i^menin  anna  in  Skye,&c  ftom  1793  to  1805,    3,680 

N.  B.— In  Skye  a  regiment  of  local  militia  of  600  men  was  formed 
in  1811. 
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ARGYLE,  6LEN6ABBY,  &c. 

Besides  die  twcn^  FcnciUe  rpgimfiite  irUtfa  have 
introduced  in  separate  articles,  there  were  six  others  of  the 
some  descriptioD  raised  in  the  jears  I79S,  ITM,  and  17999  se^ 
▼efal  of  wluch  were  afanost  entirely  composed  of  Highland- 
ers. Some  were  more  mixed^  while  others,  embodied  in 
the  Lowlands,  oootained  many  Highlanders,  as,  fiorinstaiio^ 
the  Elgin  r^gimenty  whidi  had  about  800  men  bum  the 
mountains.  But  as  my  information  reqiectin^  the  remaining 
Highland  Pendble  corps  is  very  limited,  I  can  do  little  more 
than  mention  t|ieir  names  and  dates  of  formation. 

The  Marquis  of  Lorn,  following  the  example  of  his  pre- 
decessors, apfdied  for,  and  received  letters  of  service  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  Fencible  infantry  immediately  after  the 
declaration  of  war  in  1799.  The  order  was  dated  thp  1st 
of  March.  The  regiment  was  soon  after  embodied  at  Stir- 
ling, and  after  performing  the  usual  duties,  was  reduced  in 
the  year  1799»  along  with  other  corps  of  the  same  descrip. 
tion. 

In  1794,  a  second  Argyle  regimeiit  was  raised,  and  the 
command  given  to  Colonel  Henry  M.  Clavering.  This  bat- 
talion did  not  contain  as  many  Highlanders  as  Lord  Lome's, 
but  the  service  was  more  general,  being  extended  to  Ir6^ 
land,  where  the  corps  was  stationed,  till  the  reducticm  in 
1802. 

In  August  1794,  Alexander  Macdonell  of  Glengarry  re- 
ceived letters  of  service  for  raising  a  Fencible  r^ment,  of 
which  be  was  appointed  ColaaeL  This  was  a  handsome  body 
of  men.  More  than  one-half  was  enlisted  from  the  estate  of 
Glengarry.  Jersey  and  Guernsey  were  the  principal  sta< 
tions  of  this  corps  till  reduced  in  1803,  after  which  event 
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the  greater  part  of  the  Glengarry  men  emigratcci,  wiUi  their 
families  and  relations,  to  Canada,  where  they  settled  iq 
a  district  which  they  have  called  by  the  name  of  their 
native  glen.  Every  head  of  a  family  gave  the  name  of  his 
farm  in  Glengarry  to  his  plantation  in  his  adopted  country. 
They  also  engaged  (wo  clergymen,  who  preach  and  in- 
struct them  in  Gaelic,  which  is  the  only  language  in  use 
in  their  ccunmunity.  *  An  hpnourable  trait  of  their  nar 
tive  character  was  exhibited  last  war.  .  They  turned  out  i|i 
such  numbers,  that,  along  with  some  other  emigrants,  and 
the  sons  of  emigrants,  they  formed  a  nofoerous,  brave,  an4 
highly  effective  corps,  called  the  Glengarry  Fendbles,  of 
whose  good  conduct,  in  Canada,  the  London  Gazette  affords 
satisfactory  eyidenca 

In  1794,  Sir  Benjamin  Dunbar  of  Hemprig^  was  author- 
ized  to  nuse  a  regiment  which  was  called  the  Caithness 
Legion.  This  legion  was  removed  to  Ireland,  and  stadoned 
there  till  reduced  at  the  peace  in  1802. 

In  1794,  also,  Colonel  William  Robertson  of  Lude  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  a  regiment,  which  he  deno- 
minated the  Perthshire  Highlanders.  This  was  rather  a 
misnomer,  as  the  number- of  Perthshire  Highlanders,  or 
Highlanders  of  any  county,  was  very  limited.  The  regi- 
ment was  early  reduced. 

The  Ross-shire  Fencibles  were  i^mbodicd  in  1796,  and 
Major  Colin  Mackenzie  of  Mountgerald  appointed  to  the 
command.  This  was  a  small  corps,  but  the  deficiency  of 
numbers  was  in  one  respect  supplied  by  exemplary  cha- 
racter, and  physical  capability.     No  man  was  punished,  noi^e 

*  Ignorance  of  the  English  language  on  the  part  of  these  emU 
grants  is  perhaps  the  cause  which  has  induced  several  travellers  who 
visited  the  settlement  to  describe  the  people  as  uncultivated.  As 
Highlanders  are  generally  allowed  to  have  a  degree  of  native  politeness, 
probably  these  gentlemen  would  have  found  that  the  Glengarry  men 
had  not  yet  lost  it^  ootdd  they  have  accosted  them  in  their  native 
language. 
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dicd^  and  tbey  were  reduced  as  strong  and  eiBdent  as  when 
embodied. . 

Colonel  Archibald  Macneil  of  Colonsay  was  appcmited  Co- 
lonel of  a  third  battalion  of  Argyle  Fendbles  raised  in  1799. 
The  name  of  Argyle  did  not  properly  apply  to  this  corps, 
as  the  number  of  Argyleshire  men  was  smaU.  Their  ser- 
vice being  extended  to  all  parts  of  Euix)pe,  the  re^ment  was 
in  1800  removed  to  Gibraltar,  to  relieve  the  troops  which 
were  to  embark  from  the  garriscm  under  the  command  of 
Sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  and  at  the  peace  of  1801  was  or- 
dered home  and  reduced. 

The  Ross  and  Cromarty  Rangers  were  raised  and  placed 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Lewis  Mackenzie^  the 
yonnger  of  Scatwell,  in  June  1799*  The  service  of  this  re- 
giment was  also  to  extend  to  any  part  of  Europe,  but  it  re- 
mained in  Scotland  till  its  reduction  at  the  peace.  * 

'  *  In  the  year  ISOl  this  regiment  was  quartered  in  Aberdeen.  Od 
the  evening  of  the  King's  birth*day,  a  crowd  of  peoplej  priDcipBlly 
yofODg  men,  collected  in  the  main  street,  in  which  was  the  goard- 
house.  The  young  men  eommenced  their  usual  pastimes  of  throwing 
squibs,  crackers,  dead  cats,  &c;  but  their  sport  becoming  too  violent, 
the  soldiers  on  guard  were  ordered  out  in  ftont  of  the  guard-hottse^ 
but  only  to  stand  under  arms^  and  to  be  ready  should  any  serious  dis- 
turbance take  place.  A  smart  attack  was  immediately  made  upoo 
them,  and,  after  standbg  some  time,  they  were  obliged  to  take  shidter 
in  the  guard-house.  The  mob,  onntinuing  their  assaults,  broke  the 
windows,  and  endeaTonred  to  force  the  guard-house,  door,  when  a  re- 
port was  sent  to  the  barradoi  that  the  men  on  guard  were  overpower* 
ed,  and  in  danger  of  being  murdered*  A  number  of  the  soldiers  flew 
to  their  arms,  and  ran  from  the  barracks  to  support  thetr  comrades. 
When  thi7  reached  the  street,  and  saw  the  mob  still  continuing  their 
attack  on  the  guard-house,  they  halted*  At  this  time  some  of  the  of* 
ficers  joined  them.  In  a  few  minutes,  the  word  was  given  to  fire^ 
which  was  unfortunately  heard  and  obeyed  by  the  soldiers,  when  two 
people  were  killed,  and  several  wounded.  The  Magistrates  had  not 
arrived ;  the  word  to  fire  was  not  given  l)y  the  officers ;  nor  was  it 
even  ascertained  from  whom  it  had  proceeded.  The  circumstance 'oc- 
casioned a  great  sensation  in  Aberdeen.  An  investigation  followed^ 
but  nothing  decisive  was  ascertained.  Two  officers,  two  Serjeants,  and 
some  privates,  were,  however,  ordered  up  to  Edinburgh,  tried  beto 
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The  year  1799*  was  rather  remarkable  for  the  number  of 
regiments  raised  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  In  the  month 
of  June,  John  Madeod  of  Colbecks  was  promoted  to  the 
command  of  a  rcj^ment,  which  he  denominated  the  Princess 
Charlotte  of  Wales^s,  or  Macleod  Fenciblcs.  This  corps  was 
inspected  and  embodied  at  Elgin  by  Major-Greneral  Ldth 
Hay,  afterwards  marched,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Madeod,  to  Portpatrick,  and  thence  embarked  for  Ireland^ 
where  it  remained  till  1802,  when  it  returned  to  England, 
and  was  reduced  at  Tynemouth  Barracks  in  the  month  of 
June. 

Colonel  Macleod*s  was  the  last  Fencible  rejpment  nused 
in  the  Highlands.  This  species  of  force  has  be^i.much  ap- 
{HTOved  of  by  some,  and  as  much  depreciated  by  others. 
The  limited  nature  of  their  service  was  undoubtedly  a  dis* 
advantage;  but  perhaps  this  limitation,  and  the  certainty  of 
not  being  exposed  to  dangers  from  climate,  the  sea,  or  the 
enemy,  induced  many  to  enlist  who  would  have  heatated  if 
these  risks  had  been  the  inunediate  consequences  of  their  be- 
coming soldiers.  But  as  many  brave,  men,  who,  when  once 
engaged,  show  no  reluctance  to  extoid  thdr  service  wherever 
it  may  be  reqiured,  may,  in  the  first  instance,  from  the  per- 
suasion of  friends,  and  other  causes,  manifest  a  very  of^xnite 
spirit ;  in  this  view,  and  to  lead  them  on  by  degrees  to  encoun- 
ter the  most  arduous  duties  of  the  profession,  such  prepai^a- 
tory  and  apparently  easy  service  may  have  had  its  advantages. 
Indeed,  the  Highland  Fencibles  furnished  a  most  excellent 
and  seasonable  nursery  of  men  for  regiments  of  the  line. 
The  VSd  regiment  was  in  a  few  months  filled  up  from  200 
to  800  men  by  Fencible  volunteers.  Upwards  of  360  men 
volunteered  frcxn  the  Clan  Alpines  into  di£ferent  regiments; 
900  men  of  the  Caithness  Highlanders  joined  the  79th  and 
OStd  I  and  so  of  the  others.    Still  it  was  a  matter  of  regret, 

the  Conrt  of  Justiciary^  and  acquitted.  The  person  who  called  out  to 
fire  was  never  discovered.  This  unfortunate  afihir  originated  in  the 
osoal  ftolicB  of  the  day,  withont  any  prefious  ill  will  or  had  spirit 
agoinst  the  troops,  although  they  were  latterly  go  violently  assailed. 
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that,  during  the  most  trying  period  of  the  Var,  so  maiij  ef- 
fident  corps  were  so  fettered  by  their  engagements,  that  they 
could  not  be  employed  on  those  important  occasions  where 
they  would  ha^e  formed  a  very  seasonable  aid,  and  where 
their  military  qualities  could  hare  beei^  exerted  to  the  ut- 
most advantage.  To  officers,  also,  the  Fencible^  like  the 
Militia  regiments,  presented  both  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages.  To  many  young  men  those  corps  formed  a  kind  of 
stepping-stone  to  get  into  the  regular  army.  Others,  again, 
who  passed  too  many  years  in  them,  gained  no  rank,  spent 
their  daily  pay,  and  acquired  little  professional  knowledge, 
beyond  the  parade  and  drill  exercise ;  and  when,  at  the 
end  of  six,  eight,  or  ten  years,  they  thought  of  looking  out 
for  some  permanent  means  of  subsistence,  or  smne  ooo- 
mission  that  might  secure  them  rank  and  a  future  proyi- 
sion,  they  found  themselves  as  far  from  the  mark  as  the  first 
day  they  entered  the  service. 

Several  friends,  for  whose  opinion  I  have  a  high  respect, 
wished  to  dissuade  me  from  noticing  the  Fencible  Corps,  fts 
nothing  inteiresting  could  be  said  on  a  service  confined  to 
Britain.  But  it  appeared  to  me,  that  an  inquiry,  whether 
corps  of  limited  and  temporary  service  supported  the  sanM 
character  as  that  which  had  been  acquired  by  old  regiments 
of  the  line,  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  more  peaceable  dudes  of 
th^  Fencible  regiments,  was  necessaiy  to  the  unity  and  com- 
pletion of  my  general  plan.  The  short  notices  given  of  the 
general  conduct  of  those  coips  have,  it  is  presumed,  fully 
proved  that  the  more  marked  traits  of  character  did  not  rest 
on  any  accidental  cause,  but  ou  a  steady  and  permanent 
principle,  and  although  their  service  was  less  important,  so 
far  as  regarded  opposing  a  foreign  enemy,  yet  during  the 
troubles  in  Ireland,  no  duty  could  have  been  better  perform- 
ed. Nor,  indeed,  was  there  any  service  of  greater  importance, 
or  executed  with  more  prudence  and  proper  feeling,  than  that 
which  was  entrusted  to  them ;  and  it  was  fully  acknowledg- 
ed, that  tranquillity  and  obedience  to  the  laws  prevailed  in 
many  disturbed  districts,  immediately  after  the  Sutherland, 
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CuthnesS)  and  other  Fencible  corps  came  upon  the  station. 
The  spirit  of  revenge  and  fierce  animosity  lo  the  Gk)vemment 
were  softened  by  the  mild  and  conciliatory  conduct  of  theae- 
men  towards  the  deluded  peasantry.  This,  in  a  very  consider- 
able degree,  contributed  to  the  restoration  of  the  peace  and 
order  which  ensued.  When  troops  are  stationed  in  an  ene* 
my^s  country,  or  are  ordered  to  keep  down  internal  insur- 
rection, the  influence  which  their  conduct  exerts  on  x  those 
whom  they  are  to  contrdi  is,  in  general,  consjucuous.  If 
troops  are  insolent,  oppressive,  or  cruel,  the  hatred  and  op- 
position of  those  who  were  inimical  before  are  increased 
and  confirmed;  and  they  may  become  what  an  eminent 
commander  said  of  a  part  of  the  troops  in  Ireland,  at  that 
period,  ^^  more  dangerous  to  tfaehr  friends  than  to  their  ene- 
mies.'*' *  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  soldiers  are  careful  of  giving 
offence;  if  they  are  what  has  been  said  of  the  Highland  sol- 
diers, "  lambs  in  the  house,''  "  children  of  the  family,** 
they  make  friends  of  their  former  enemies,  and  their  duty 
becomes  easy,  requiring  only  the  usual  military  routine. 
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Haying  thus  endeavoured  to  place  in  one  view  that  por- 
tion of  the  military  array  .of  the  Hi^lands  whose  line  of  du- 
ty called  them  abroad,  as  well  as  those  whose  service  was  li- 
mited to  a  certain  distance  from  their  native  country,  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  noticing  those  who,  by  their  avocations, 
were  confined  to  a  certain  spot,  but  who,  with  patriotic  spi- 
rit, formed  themselves  into  an  excellent  epedes  of  internal 
defence  in  the  corps  of  volunteers  and  local  militia.  In  the 
Highlands  thb  force  is  the  less  necessary  on  account  of  the 
well  regulated,  peaceable  habits  of  the  people,  and  thdr 
contentment  with  their  lot :  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  more 
difficult  to  be  organized,  in  a  rugged  country,  thinly  sprinkled 
with  inhabitants,  who  live  at  a  distance  from  the  places  ct 
rendezvous,  while  the  expence  and  loss  of  Ume  is  greater 
than  that  experienced  in  the  populous,  level  districts  of  the 
Lowlands.  Yet,  in  the  mouptuns,  the  volunteer  corps 
were  numerous,  and  the  ranhs  well  filled.  Previous  to  the 
peace  of  1801,  the  volunteers  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
exceeded  11,500  men.  When  the  war  recommenced, 
19,823  volunteers  were  embodied,  and  placed  in  corps,  as 
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stated  below.  *  In  this  numeratioa,  only  the  native  High- 
landers areineluded,  as,  £or  example,  in  the  case  of  the  Dun- 
keld  and  Stormont  regiment  only  190  men  are  stated,  al- 
though the  corps  was  upwards  of  700  strong.  The  same  al- 
lowance has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  Aberdeen,  Banff, 
Elgin,  and  other  corps  on  the  borders;  where  the  popula- 
tion on  each  side  was  united  in  one  regiment. 

In  the  year  181J  the  Loeal  Militia  were  instituted.     Al- 
though military  duty  was  seldom  required  of  the  High- 
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Regfancntt. 

Cammaiidlng  Offlc^n. 

NcofMen. 

Argyle 

Lord  John  Campbell 

1,272 

CampbeUtown  Company 

Dun.  Stewart 

(O 

Argjle»  2d  Regiment 

Alexander    Madeen   of  CoU,  with 
Capts.  Macdougall  and  MacneilV 

ft 

Companies 

7M 

Bute 

J.  Moore 

880 

Caitlinefls,  ItC  «nd  2d  BatCaUons 

.Sir  John  Sindaiz 

742 

Do.  3d  Battalion 

Sir  Benjamin  Dunbar 

630 

Cromartv 

Luaa  and  Rowe  Companies 

•               •          •    . 

820 

•            .           .             . 

178 

BonbUl  and  Kilmaronock     ^ 

.... 

83 

Elginshin 

80 

Inveroess,  lit  Regiment 

CuUoden 

619 

2d  do. 

LoTat 

447 

Sddo. 

Glengarry 

416 

4th  do. 

Locmel 

407 

Badenoch  &  Strathspey,  7  Comps. 

.           •           .            - 

690 

lale  of  Skye,  Ist  Regiment 

J.  Madeod  of  Rasay 

*       607 

2d  do. 

Alexander  Maodonaldof  Lynedale 

600 

Harris            3d  do. 

340 

Island  of  Ram  Company 

.... 

100 

Nairn,  200;  Morav,  160;  Banff, 
80  ;  Aberdeen,  120 

.... 

660 

Athoie 

Archibald  Batter  of  Pitlochry 

372 

Breadalbane 

Earl  of  Breadalbane 

396 

Blairgowrie 

A.  Macphenon 

162 

Dunkeld  and  Stonnont 

Sir  Alex.  M.  Mackensie  of  Del?ine 

190 

Montetth 

Sir  J.  M.  Murray 

396 

Stratheam        •        •         - 

Sir  P.  Murray  ofsQchterCyie 

220 

East  Roes 

D.  Madeod  of  Geanies . 

640 

WeUd».        ... 

Six  G.  Stewart  Mackeniie  of  Coul 

440 

Black  Isle 

Sir  Hector  Mackenzie  of  Gairlodi 

320 

Uland  of  Lewes 

.... 

160 

l.od»lBh  Company 

60 

Suthetland 

Darid  Campbell  of  Combie 

1,002 

13,823 

VOL.  II. 
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land  volunteers  and  local  militia,  *  we  may  include  than  in 
the  military  array  of  the  Hi^ilands.  The  number  being 
34,784  men,  it  formed  an  important  addition  to  the  force 
already  enumerated.  It  was  important  in  another  respect ; 
in  accustoming  the  youth  of  the  country  to  the  use  of  arms, 
and  preserving  a  warlike  feeling  whidi  had  been  gready 
cooled  and  broken  by  the  acts  for  depriving  the  people  of 
their  arms  and  garb,  and  by  other  irritating  causes.  But 
so  numerous  a  body  as  thirty-four  thousand  men  from  among 
so  limited  a  population,  could  not  fail  to  infuse  a  proper 
spirit,  not  only  among  the  youthful  and  the  active,  but 
among  all  classes. 

The  Fencible  regiments,  also,  contributed  in  a  very  emi- 
nent degree  to  promote  and  invigorate  this  spirit.  The 
corps  of  this  description  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  pages 
are  those  considered  as  exclusively  Highland.  There  were, 
however,  other  regiments  raised  in  the  North,  hot  nominally 
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Regiments. 

OommandAig  Offloerk 

NaofMcB. 

Inverary  Reghnent 

DukeofAigyle 

732 

Oban  do. 

Sir  John  Campbell 

738 

Third  Battalion 

Hugh  Maclean,  younger  of  Coll 

714 

Bute            -                -            - 

366 

Caithnaifl 

Earl  of  Caithness 

726 

Dumbartonshire 

•           .           •           . 

240 

let  Regfment  Inverness 

■           ■           -            • 

800 

2d  do.  Fort. William  Battalion 

* 

044 

3ddo.  iRleofSkye 

-  ' 

500 

4th  do.  Arisaig 

•               »              •              ■ 

300 

Aberdeen,  Banff,  Moray,  &  Nairn 

«             .             > 

230 

Athole  and  Breadalbane  Regiment 

Robert^Stewart  of  Pincastle 

1,276 

Monteith  and  Sttatheam 

•               •    '           • 

889 

Wester  Ross 

D.  Munro  of  Culcaim 

810 

Easter  Ross 

Di  Madeod 

906 

Sutherland 

Earl  Gower 

600 

10,031 

*  The  Volunteers  of  Sutherland,  a  county  conspicuous  for  wiRuig  and  es* 
cellent  soldiers,  showed  in  1804  that  the  name  of  Volunteer  was  well  applied 
to  them  ;  for  the  regiment,  1,000  strong,  volunteered  a  maidi  of  300  milei  to 
the  south  of  Scotland,  and  back  to  their  native  county,  in  all  000  miles.'  They 
marched  to  Linlithgow,  and,  after  being  di«ciplined  there  for  some  time,  re- 
turned to  Sutherland. 
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Highland,  but  in  whose  ranks  were  a  number  of  men  from 
the  mountains;  as,  for  instance,  Lord  iElgin^s  re^meat, 
which,  as  I  have  ahready  mentioned,  had  about  SOO.  High, 
landers,  wearing  the  Highland  garb  of  the  bonnet  and  truis ; 
the  Aberdeenshire,  Colond  (afterwards  Lieutenant-GeneHd) 
'Sir  James  Leith ;  the  North  Lowland,  Colonel  Balfour ;  and 
the  BanfiBhire,  Colonel  (afterwards  Major-General)  Andrew 
Hay.     There  were  also  the  Tay,  Angus,  and  other  Fedci- 
ble  corps,  bordering  on  the  Highlands.    We  thus  find, 
that,  independently  of  Colonel  Macneil*8  Argyle,  Colonel 
Robertson's  Perthshire,  both  having  very  few  Highlanders, 
and   the  Ross-shire  Fencibles,  which  are  not  included,  as 
the  number  was  small,  the  whole  corps  embodied  in  the 
Highlands  amounted  to  twenty*ax  battalions  of  Fencible 
infeintry,  which,  in  addition  to  the  fifty  battalions  of  the  line, 
three  of  reserve,  and  seven  of  militia,  formed  altogether  a 
force  of  eighty-six  Highland  re^ments  embodied  in  the 
course  of  the  four  wars  in  which  Britain  has  been  engag- 
ed since  the  Black  Watch  was  regimented  in  the  year 
1740.       From  a  first  glance,  the   allowing  1,000  men 
to  each  of  the  eighty-ax  raiments  would  appear  to  come 
near  the  truth ;  but,  on  a  closer  view,  it  will  be  found 
to  be  far  short  of  the  actual  number.     Leaving  out  of 
our  estimate  the  men  who  have,  at  differ^t  times  in  the 
course  of  seventy-five  years,  fix>m  1740  to  the  ooncluaon  of 
the  late  war  in  1815,  joined  the  4Sd,  *  several  of  the  rai- 
ments had,  in  the  course  of  their  service,  treble  or  quadru« 
pie  their  original  number  in  their  ranks.     Thus  the  71st, 
72d,  73d,  for  the  thirty-one  years  they  were  Highland, 
(from  their  formation  in  1778  to  1809,)  had  at  least  8,000 
Highlanders  each ;  and  other  regiments  had  numbers  in  pro- 
poruon  to  the  length  and  nature  of  their  service,  either  in  tro- 
pical or  temperate  climates.   But,  without  coming  to  a  close 
calculation,  we  have  sufiident  evidence  to  show  that  the 
eighty-six  battalions,  including  their  numerous  reinforce- 

*  See  Appendix,  page  xcvi. 


496  VOLUNTEERS  AMD 

mentiy  eonUined  a  very  large  and  eflSeient  body  of  men,  who 
have  ocmtributed,  in  a  very  eminent  d^;ree,  to  preserve 
Scotland  in  the  reecdlectioii  of  Europe  as  once  an  inde- 
pendent»  and  stiU  a  brave  nation*  * 

It  is  oidy  neoessary  to  mention  farther,  that  thirty  regi- 
ments of  the  Linef  and  Fencibles,  and  three  regiments  of' 
Militia,  were  raised  during  the  first  six  years  of  the  last 
war,  fixNn  1798  to  1790  ;  and,  from  1800  to  1804,  both 
years  inclusive,  seven  battalions  of  the  Line,  four  of  Militia, 
and  three  of  the  Army  of  Reserve,  were  raised  in  the 
Highlands ;  in  all,  forty  battalions  of  the  Line,  Fendbles^ 
and  Army  of  Reserve,  seven  regiments  of  Militia,  and 
34,785  Local  Militia  and  Volunteers,  during  the  late  war. 

It  is  fortunate  for  the  pocMr  Highlanders  that  so  large  a 
portion  of  their  number  served  their  country,  as  the  pub- 
licity and  notoriety  of  tfadr  military  service  offar  the  best 
answer  to  the  statements  published  by  different  authors^ 
whose  opinions  might  lead  the  public  to  believe  that  th^ 
miUtary  character  is  gone,  and  that  they  are  useless  as  cul- 
tivators an4  shepherds,  and  averse  to  become  soldiers.  It 
appears,  therefore,  highly  necessary  that  the  real  facts  should 
be  known ;  that  the  Govemmait  of  this  country  should  have 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  true  character  of  those  they  govern  ; 
and  that  the  inhabitants  of  one  part  of  the  kingdom  should 

*  See  Appendix^  page  Izxxnii. 

t  Hie  second  battalions  of  the  71bt,  79A,  73d,  and  74th,  are  not 
indttded,  although  they  wei«  raised  within  this  period,  and  had  a 
great  many  Highlanders  in  each ;  but  the  garb  baying  been  changed, 
they  ceased  to  come  within  the  line  I  had  found  it  necessary  to  draw. 
The  number  of  Highlanders  in  these  corps,  and  also  in  the  ^yal 
Scots  and  many  other  regiments  of  the  Line,  as  well  as  the  consider- 
able number  in  the  Elgin  and  other  Fendbles,  will  in  some  measure 
connterbalanee  the  number  of  Lowlanders  in  the  Hig^iiland  regiments. 
Were  this  a  correct  supposition,  (and  there  are  good  grounds  for  it,) 
the  number  of  Highlanders  who  haye  served  in  the  late  war  in  all  re- 
giments would  greatly  exceed  the  number  of  men  not  Highlanders  in 
the  ranks  of  the  forty-seven  battalions.  Of  the  twenty-nine  battalions 
raised  in  the  two  former  wars,  nine-tenths  of  the  men  were  Highland- 
ers.   In  twenty-one  battalions  the  whole  were  Highlanders. 
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be  made  acquainted  with  the  dispositions  and  civil  and  mili- 
tary halnts  of  the  other  part  This  is  but  justice  to  a  peofde 
who  may  sufRer,  without  pity  or  sympathy,  if  their  charac- 
ter and  principles  were  taken  from  the  views  given  l^  Mr 
Pinkerton  and  several  authors,  whose  statements  have  made 
a  most  unfavourable  impression  on  the  public  mind ;  not 
generally,  but  t»  such  an  extent  as  to  afford  a  justification 
of  the  acts  of  oppression  and  cruelty  of  which  the  Highland- 
ers complain,  and  which  are  so  rapidly  generating  a  J^piri^  if 
hatred  and  revenge  against  ihe  higher  ordtre  tf  society. 
But,  if  there  is  any  truth  in  the  character  drawn  of  this 
race,  revenge,  and  all  the  worst  passions  of  our  nature,  might 
be  expected  from  **  mere  radical  savages,*  as  Mr  Pinkerton 
describes  the  Celts.  ^*  Look  at  them,^  says  he,  ^*  for  they 
are  just  as  they  were,  mcapable  of  industry  or  cultivation, 
even  after  half  their  blood  is  Gothic,  and  remain,  as  mark- 
ed by  the  ancients,  fond  of  lies,  and  enemies  to  truth.* 
If  a  Highlander  offers  to  state  what  he  believes  to  be  true, 
as  I  have  presumed  to  do,  then  ^^  to  say  that  a  writer  is  a 
Celt,  is  to  say  that  he  is  a  stranger  to  truth,  morality,  and 
modesty.^  Another  delineator  of  Highland  manners  and 
capability  says,  ^<  They  are  so  deficient  in  intelligence^ 
so  slow,  htavjf-fbatedy  and  inert  in  their  movements,  that 
one  Lowland  shepherd  will  do  more  work  than  five  in- 
dolent Highlanders.^  Then,  being  so  unqualified  for  the 
duties  of  a  pastoral  life,  if  they  are  placed  in  fishing 
stations  on  the  coast,  we  are  assured  that  **  a  decided 
preference  will  be  given  to  strangers.**  Thus,  while  they 
are  noted  for  b^ng  enemies  to  truth,  worthless  as  cultiva* 
tors,  as  fishers,  and  as  shepherds,  <<  they  are,*^  says  a  writer 
of  name,  *^  everywhere  notedly  averse  to  the  army,  and  I 
do  not  say,  mtho/id  abmidaai  i0^brmaiiion^  that  it  probaUy 
would  be  impossible  to  raise  a  single  recruit  by  beat  of 
drum,  or  a  amgle  volunteer  for  the  navy,  throughout  the 
Islaads.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  whole  Islands  possess  at  this 
moment  one  hundred  men  in  both  services*  Skye,  with  a 
populalicn  of  I69OOO,  hoe  noi  a  man  in  the  arrti^.^    And 
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Again,  with  regaxd  to  the  state  of  religion  in  the  Highlands, 
we  are  told  by  one  authority,  that  they  are  ^*  Christiaaa  only 
by  name;*  while,  from  this  deplorable  state,  it  was  to 
be  expected  that  another  authority  should  meet  with  the 
^^  basest  vioes^  in  the  country  of  a  people  who  are  enemies 
to  truth,  and  ^'  savage  heathens,"  as  Uiey  have  also  been 
called,  and  where  many  *'  know  not  the  name  of  Jems.*' 

Ilaving  no  practical  experience  of  filming,  the  manage- 
ment  of  sheep,  or  of  fisheries,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  speak 
ynth  caution,  when  giving  an  opinion  on  the  capabilities  of  the 
Highlanders  for  these  occupations ;  but,  as  a  soldier,  I  be^ 
leave  to  refer  to  the  statement  in  page  4S4s,  as  an  imswer 
to  the  allegation,  founded  on  abundant  information,  that 
(^  Skye,  with  a  population  of  16,000,  has  not  a  man  in  the 
army.^ 

As  I  served  with  many  a  good  and  brave  soldier  from  that 
isbmd,  and  as  I  have  observed  a  strong  sense  of  reli^on,  a 
dearer  knowledge  of  thdr  faith,  and  more  general  intelli- 
gence than  is  usually  found  among  the  common  people  of  any 
country ;  with  much  moral  feeling,  industry,  and  capability, 
in  the  Hi^lands ;  I  may  be  allowed  to  doubt  the  accu- 
racy of  statements  which  militate  against  the  evidence  of 
my  own  senses,  and  what  I  have  seen  with  my  own  eyes ; 
«  I  may  also  be  aUowed  to  express  pity  and  sympathy  for 
im  unfortunate  race  who  suffer  so  severely,  and  who  are 
in  the  progress  of  suffering  still  more,  from  these  preju- 
diced and  distorted  views  of  their  character.  But  they  wiB 
fiot  eujffer  alone;  if  the  modem  system  is  pursued,  if  all  the 
kindness  and  encouragement  of  landlords  are  to  be  bestow- 
ed on  men  of  capital  alone ;  if  they  are  to  be  nourished  and 
protected,  and  the  people  rejected  and  despised;  if  two 
casteSf  capitalists  and  cottars,  are  formed  without  common 
interests,  feelings,  or  sympathy;  if  Government  and  the 
proprietors  of  the  soil  pye  credit  to  the  statements  laid  be- 
fore the  public,  and  withdraw  their  countenance  from  the 
Highlanders  as  a  people  totally  worthless  ;*-fthe  rich  farmers 
will  learn  to  look  with  ccmtempt  on  the  poor  ejected  High- 
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landers,  and  who,  in  their  turn,  will  attribute  their  de- 
pression and  poverty  to  the  avarice  of  the  landlords,  and  to 
the  encroachments  of  the  great  monopolists  of  the  soil: 
And  thus,  as  I  have  more  than  once  noticed,  mutual  jea- 
lousies and  hatred  will  be  generated ;  the  moral  ties  which 
intimately  connected  the  landlord,  tacksman,  and  small  te- 
nant dissolved ;  and  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  may  have 
to  witness  the  painful  contrast  of  a  virttumSi  contenieA, 
wiih  a  demoralized  and  disftffected  poptiUMon ;  and  this, 
too,  in  an  enlightened  age,  when  the  influence  which  a  kind 
regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  lower  orders  exerts  upon  th^ir 
character  ought  to  be  understood.  In  that  country  the  cor- 
dial intimacy  which  subsisted  between  the  higher  and  low- 
er orders  had  the  best  influence  on  the  feelings  and  habits 
of  the  latter,  and  it  must  appear  remarkable,  that,  in  times 
when  so  much  is  said  and  written  on  the  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  people,  we  should  find  them  too  often  treated 
with  a  cold,  haughty,  distant  reserve,  totally  unknown  dur- 
ing the  slavish  dependence  of  the  clans,  as  their  former  state 
is  generally  called. 

I  have  already  noticed  the  opinion  of  a  learned  and  able 
author  on  the  warlike  spirit  of  the  Highland  islanders,  who 
are  stated  to  be  so  defident  in  this  respect,  that  last  war 
they  were  defended  by  the  manufacturers  of  the  Lowlands, 
as  diey  would  not  take  up  arms  themselves.  In  prosecution 
of  the  subject,  it  is  farther  stated,  that,  ^*  If  recruits  should 
be  raised  in  the  islands,  they  would  be  found  in  Islay,  ncA 
m  Skye  cr  in  ihe  Long  Island.'"  *  Now,  in  twenty-five 
years,  of  regimental  duty,  besides  six  years  on  half-pay,  diir- 
ing  which  I  have  had  full  knowledge  of  the  drcumstances 
in  question,  my  experience  leads  me  to  an  opposite  conclu- 
aon,  with  regard  to  the  facility  and  manner  in  which  soldiers 
are  obtained  In  the  southern  islands ;  for,  during  twenty-one 
years  I  belonged  to  the  4Sd  and  78th,  we  had  not  twenty 
men  from  Islay  in  these  regiments,  while  among  the  best 
and  most  exemplary  soldiers  were  those  from  the  northern 

*  Di  Biacculloch'a  Western  Isles. 
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isles :  and  these  were  so  numerous,  that^  as  I  have  alreadj 
noticed)  78S  men  enlisted  for  the  78th  re^^iment  firom  one 
landtorcTs  estate  in  the  Long  likmd* 

In  a  Report  of  the  county  of  Ross  we  find  the  same  want 
of  spirit  alleged  to  exist  in  that  part  of  the  country.  ^^  The 
Highlanders  are  trumpeted  forth  aa  our  hest  resource  for  sol- 
diers, although  it  is  well  known  that  they  are  notoiiouily 
averse  to  the  army.  The  second  battalion  of  the  78th,  oonu 
manded  by  my  lamented  brother-inJaw  .Lieutenant-Colond 
Macleod,  was  raised  in  a  very  short  time,  yet  this  was  Dot 
owing  by  any  means  to  the  spirU  cf  the  people.  Indeed,  some 
bands  of  young  Highlanders,  who  went  to  join  the  regiment^ 
declared,  rather  indiscreetly,  perhaps,  that  they  had  enhsled 
merely  to  save  their  parents  from  being  tinned  out  of  their 
farms.^^*  The  best  and  purest  actions  may  thus  be  over* 
looked  or  perverted.  If  these  youths  were  not  inclined  to 
a  mihtary  life,  the  greater  was  the  sacrifice  to  filial  piety,  m 
order  to  save  their  parents  from  being  ejected  from  xhm 
farms.  But  as,  no  doubt,  the  terms  qfthAr  agreement  were 
JutfiUedj  and  their  parents  permitted  to  remain  undisturb- 
ed,  there  could  ^be  no  indiscretion  in  telling  them. 

The  same  Report  fSarther  observes,  that  ^^  there  were  many 
fine  fellows,  however,  who  enlisted  out  of  pure  regard  for 
some  of  their  officers,  and  their  connecticMS,  but  their  num« 
ber  was  small  when  compared  with  the  total  amount.^ 

I  cannot  well  ascertain  the  motives  which  induced  these 
young  men  to  enlist,  though  no  man  had  a  better  opportu«- 
nity,  as  I  was  a  Majoi:  in  the  regiment,  and  had  added  419 
men  to  its  strength  by  recruits  and  militia  volunteers*  Itis 
probable,  that,  when  the  Reporter  estimated  the  warlike  qpi* 
rit  of  his  countrymen  so  low,  it  did  not  occur  to  him  that 
the  chiefs  and  chieftains  €)f  his  own  dan  and  name  had,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  raised  six  battalions,  of  which 
about  11,500  men,  including  the  different  reinforcements, 
were  Highlandera;  and,  although  Lord  Macleod,  the  Co- 

*  Report  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture^  by  Sir  6-  Stew&rt  Mackeo- 
jd^Bart 
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lonel  of  two  of  these  battalions^  had  no  lands  or  farms  with 
wUch  young  men  might  be  encouraged  to  enlist  from  the 
hope  of  a  future  tettlement  for  themsdyes^  or  compelled  by 
threats  of  removing  their  parents,  each  battalion  (the  num- 
ber of  Highlanders  in  both  h&ng  1,750^  was  completed 
in  a  few  weeks.  *    In  my  battaKon,  also,  S40  men,  as 
good  soldiers  as  ever  left  the  Highlands,  enlisted  in  a  few 
days  from  the  Island  of  Lewes,  one  pordon  of  Lord  Sea- 
forth^s  estate  on  the  Lonff  Island.  If  these  men,  and  the  many 
thousand  Highlanders  who  enlisted  in  the  Mackenzie  regi- 
ments, were  notoriously  averse  to  a  military  life,  their  con- 
duct displayed  an  inoonastency  not  easily  accounted  for  by 
any  common  cause.    If  the  young  men  who  engaged  widi 
me  had  the  same  feelings,  they  so  completely  concealed  their 
aversion,  that  I  could  discover  nothing  but  the  best  spirit 
and  desire  to  learn  their  duty.     The  recruits  from  the  coun^ 
try  enlisted  sometimes  five  and  six  together,  when  I  only 
gave  them  twelve  guineM,  whereas  they  would,  the  same 
dagff  have  received  twenty  or  twenfy^fbur  guineas  as  substi- 
tutes for  the  Perthshire  and  other  militia  regiments.     Did 
this  preference  of  a  distant,  dangerous,,  but  honourable  ser- 
vice, for  which  the  regiment  was  destined  when  completed, 
evince  any  want  of  spirit  ?  On  the  contrary,  was  it  not  more 
like  the  pure  spirit  of  brave  soldiers,  regardless  of  danger, 
and  exhibiting  a  generous  derire  to  serve  their  King  in  the 
most  effectual  manner,  and  to  connect  themselves  with  the 
fortunes  of  an  individual  firom  whom  they  expected  friend- 
ship  and  protection,  in  return  for  the  fidelity,  obedience, 
ana  respect  they  showed  him  ?  If  this  was  not  a  proper  spi- 
rit, I  know  not  what  name  to  give  it.     I  am  sure  their  con- 
duct on  all  occasions  merited  as  honourable  a  name,  and  as 
mucii  distinction  as  a  soldier  can  well  obtain,  and  fully 
proved  the  nature' of  the  feelings  and  principles  with  whidi 
they  entered  the  service. 

When  the  information  recdved  by  Sir  George  Mackenzie, 
a  H^lander  by  Inrth,  and  proprietor  of  an  extensive  inhe- 

*  Sse  article  Macleod's  Highlandenk 
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ritance,  once  occupied  by  a  numerous  tenantty,  has  led  him 
to  form  the  opinion  he  has  given  of  his  oountrjrmen  ;  and 
when  a  gentlemaii  eminent  in  science  and  political  eocmomyy 
like  Dr  Macculloch,  who  had  made  the  Highlands  one  of 
his  principal  studies,  and  had  lived  on  the  nudn  land  and 
islands  for  months,  nay,  whole  seasons;  undoubtedly  thosd 
whom  he  consulted  must  have  concealed  finom  him  the 
truth ;  and  hence  the  opinions  he  has  formed  with  regard 
to  the  men  of  Skye,  and  the  warlike  disposition  of  the  mes 
of  Islay,  which  are  at  total  variance  with  the  personal  ex- 
perience of  all  military  men  whom  I  have  ever  heard  speak 
on  the  subject. 

When  gentlemen  of  such  qualifications  are  kept  in  ig- 
norance of  circumstances  of  public  notoriety,  can  cor- 
rect reports  be  expected  from  land  agents  and  others, 
who  are  often  ignorant  of  the  country,  the  jpeople,  and 
their  language,  and  who  often  run  over  a  district  in  one 
day,  and  speak  to  none  except  those  appointed  to  meet 
them  ?  Ndither  can  the  best  information  of  the  state  of  mo- 
rals and  religion  be  expected  from  itinerant  preachers  and 
missionaries,  such  as  are  oftep  employed  (or  rather  who 
fiometiiAes  take  up  the  task  of  their  own  accord)  to  instruct 
the  Highlanders..  They  are  frequently  very  ignorant  per- 
sons, and  in  an  especial  manner  ignorant  of  human  na- 
ture, who  avoid  aU  Qommunication  with  gentlemen  and 
well  informed  individuals,  associating,  only  with  the  weak 
and  ignorant ;  and,  as  their  employments  depend  on  the 
alleged  want  of  religion  and  morals  in  the  Highlands, 
their  reports  would  deservedly  pass  unnoticed,  were  they 
not  sometimes  countenanced  by  respectable  persons,  who 
know  not,  perhaps,  from  their  own  experience^  the  cor- 
rectness of  what  appears  under  their  sanction,  and  from 
whom  it  might  be  expected  that  the  character  of  a  whole 
people  would  not  be  vilified  and  exhibited  to  the  world 
as  an  unchristian  race,  degraded  by  the  basest  vices, 
without  sufiicient  cause,  and  on  the  best  foundation.  That 
in  any  part  of  Scotland  there  are  people  who  know  nd 


8 


LOCAL  MILITIA.  443 

Uu  name  qf  Jemi^  is  a  strong  assertion,  and  ought  not 
to  be  haaarded,  far  less  sanctioned,  without  fiill  proof. 
Without  presuming  to  offer  my  own  personal  experience  in 
opposition  to  these  statements,  extensively  circulated,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  a  people  who  have  not  the  means  of 
defendmg  themselves,  I  now  appeal  to  all  liberal  and  intel- 
ligent Highlanders,  if  they  ever  met  with  even  one  ineiance  . 
in  their  naiive  coimttyy  where  the  name  of  Jesue  was  tm* 
hnownj  or  met  wUh  {he  baeeet  r>kesy  and  with  savage  heathens. 
Such  reports,  unless  founded  on  indisputable  facts,  injure 
the  cause  they  are  intended  to  support,  especially  where 
the  general  conduct  of  a  people  offers  so  ready  and  full  a 
contradiction.     So  far  as  regaixlsthe  Highlands,  they  ought 
to  be  received  with  extreme  caution.    It  is  difficult  to  oon^ 
ceive,  indeed  many  may  think  it  impossible  to  believe,  that 
a  people  who  have  enabled  me  to  bring  forward  so  many  ho- 
nourable traits  in  their  native  character,  and  to  produce 
instances  equally  honourable  as  soldiers,  can  be  without  re» 
Ugionj  wiAqut  mHita/ry  spirit^  enemies  to  truths  and  de^ 
graded  byihe  basest  xnces. 

Oppression  is  unjustifiable  on  any  grounds,  but  if  exer- 
dsed  on  a  worthless  and  unprincipled  race,  the  indignation 
naturally  excited  is  softened.  *    If  the  Highland  character 

*  The  black  Carriblw  of  the  Island  of  St  Vincent  were  a  Negro« 
AlHcan  race^  and  had  committed  great  excenes  during  the  inBiinreo- 
dotts  in  the  years  1795  and  1796.  Indeed,  the  persons  and  properties 
of  the  white  inhabitants  were  in  constant  risk  of  morder  and  oonfia* 
gration  ftom  their  black  neighhonrs ;  and  when  they  were  rooted  oat, 
and  banished  to  the  Island  of  Ratan,  it  was  considered  a  measnre  of 
indispensable  necessity,  and  met  with  general  approyal.  The  yellow 
Cairibbs,  the  aborigines  of  the  West  Indies,  are,  on  the  contrary,  of  a 
mfld  disposition,  remarkable  for  their  regular  and  proper  eondttct* 
Had  they  been  extirpated,  something  of  the  same  indignation  would 
have  been  expressed  aa  has  eyer  been  in  all  Christian  countries  against 
the  horrible  cruelties  of  the  Spaniards  after  the  discoTery  of  those 
idands.  But  in  St  Vincent  the  yellow  Carribbs  were  cherished  and 
protected  as  their  character  and  exemplary  habits  deserved,  and  the 
few  of  them  who  remain  are  now  in  possession  (as  I  hope  they  will  al- 
ways be)  of  the  woods  and  forests  of  their  fbreftthers.  It  is  unneoes* 
sary  to  follow  up  the  illustration. 
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were  to  be  taken  from  recent  statements^  any  oppression, 
even  to  extirpation,  would  meet  with  little  reprehension,  and 
excite  no  pity  for  the  victims.    I  have  endeavoured  to  place 
the  character  of  my  countrymen  in  what  appears  to  me  its 
true  light,  and  I  r^;ret,  for  their  sake,  that  the  task  has  not 
fallen  into  abler  hands.     It  fell  into  mine,  as  I  have  noticed 
in  the  preface,  by  an  accidental  request  from  a  profesaioiial 
friend ;  and  I  hope  this  attempt  will  at  least  show,  that  the 
subject  is  worthy  of  some  notice ;  and,  if  followed  up  by 
a  man  of  talent  and  research,  it  will  be  found  that  I  have 
^7  gi^cn  a  sketch  of  a  great  mass  of  matter  of  no  common 
interest.      The  military  part  offers  an  extensive  field,  and 
much,  capable  of  exdting  a  strong  and  lively  interest,  re^ 
mains  yet  untold  of  the  past,  and  particularly  of  the  present 
state  of  the  Highlands :  And  I  cannot  conclude  these  Sketch- 
es better  than  by  noticing  the  obligations  which  the  public  in 
general,  and  Scotland  in  particular,  owe  to  the  author  of 
those  exqui^te  pictures  of  life  called  the  Scotch  Novels ;  from 
the  great  moral  effect  produced  on  the  mind,  by  exhibit* 
ing  the    pleasing,  the  homely  customs  of  our  common 
nature,  as  they  appear  in  his  specimens  of  the  Lowland 
peasantry;  and  of  all  the  lower  orders   of  his  country- 
men.   Many  of  the  highest  qualities  of  the  human  mind, 
as  he  has  shovm,  are  called  forth  by  the  very  privations  and 
difficulties  to  which  their  humble  lot  subjects  them  :  forti- 
tude, kept  in  continual  exercise  by  having  always  much  to 
endure,— patience,  perfected  in  much  suffering, — gratitude, 
more  lively  as  obligation  is  more  deeply  felt, — ^fidelity,  very 
frequent,  and  more  meritorious  as  resisting  strong  tempta- 
tions,— ^acuteness  and  sagacity,  sharpened  by  frequent  exi- 
gencies,— and,  above  all,  that  humble  and  earnest  pety 
which  forms  the  basis  of  their  virtues  and  the  solace  <^ 
their  hardships.     It  is  melancholy  to  observe,  that,  when 
so  many  have  taste  enough  to  be,  or  fashion  enough  to 
seem,  delighted  wi^  these  fine  pictures  of  rustic  worth, 
so  few  should  seek  out  and  cherish   the  originals  from 
which  they  were  drawn.     Let  us  hc^  that  this  feeling^, 
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once  awakened,  and  seconded  by«8ound  reason,  will  pro- 
duce in  the  Highlands  a  revival  of  ^that  kindness  and  pro- 
tection which  preserved  the  attachment  and  confidence  of 
the  peasantry,  and  prevent,  the  demoralization,  and  the 
dissolution  of  those  mutual  feelings  between  the  different 
orders  of  society  which  appear  in  so  threatening  an  aspect 
as  to  afford  some  plea  for  the  extirpation  of  a  brave,  loyal, 
and  estimable  race,  of  whom,  if  once  banished,  we  may 
truly  say,  ^'  tfuU  we  ihall  not  look  upon  their  like  again.'** 

What  they  have  been,  and  what  they  may  still  be, 
I  have  endeavoured  to  show  ;  and  while  I  have  pre- 
sumed to  differ  in  opinion  with  many  in  exhibiting  the 
character  and  ^capability  of  this  race,  I  trust  I  have  not 
done  so  without  producing  some  well  grounded  facts  in 
support  of  opinions,  which  militate  against  those  of  men 
conspicuous  for  talents  and  acquirements;  and  to  whose 
judgment  I  would  readily  yield,  were  I  not  sensible  that  I 
speak  with  more  knowledge  of  facts,  originating  principally 
from  the  circumstances  of  my  being  bom  and  having  pas* 
sed  part  of  my  life  in  the  same  country,  speaking  the  lan- 
guage, and  bdng  of  the  same  profession  with  many  of  the 
inhabitants. 

Having  made  use  of  these  combined  means  of  informa- 
tion, when  my  profession  offered  no  employment,  I  shall  con- 
sider my  spare  time  and  humble  talents  as  having  been  well 
occupied,  if  I  have  succeeded  in  affording  some  idea  of  the 
character,  capability,  and  importance  to  the  state,  of  an 
interesting  part  of  die  population,  when  treated  with  justice 
and  kindness.  I  also  feel  gratified  in  having  been  able  to 
exhibit  in  one  view  the  military  force  embodied  in  the 
barren  and  unproductive  mountains  of  Scotland  ;  and  how 
far  these  eighty-six  battalions,  with  their  numerous  rein- 
forcements, have,  by  their  numbers  and  physical  force, — by 
their  courage,  and  by  their  moral  character,-— contributed 
to  uphold  the  honour, ^nd  to  maintain  what  has  been  often 
threatened,  the  very  existence  of  this  country  as  an  inde- 
pendent statCt 
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A.  Page  14.  Vol.  I. 

Ihe  country  traditions  are  iUed  with,  anecdotes  of  the  hunting  expe- 
ditions of  the  Alpine  kings.  From  these  traditional  authorities,  the 
names  of  many  remarkaUe  objects  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  ancient 
residence,  particularly  in  Glenroy  and  Glenspean,  are  deriyed.  Ossian^ 
and  the  heroes  ceklnated  in  song,  seem  in  a  manner  OTerlooked  in  the 
recollection  of  the  later  warriors  and  Nimrods.  Since  strangers  and 
men  of  science  have  trayersed  these  long-deserted  regions,  an  irreoon* 
cileable  feud  of  opinions  has  arisen  between  the  G^logists  and  th^ 
Highlanders,  r^;ardinff  an  uncommon  conformation  in  Glenroy,  a  dien 
in  Lochaber,  remarkable  for  the  height  and  peipendicularity  of  its  sides, 
particularly  of  one  of  them.  On  the  north  side,  at  a  considearable  deva« 
turn.  aboTe  the  stream,  which  flows,  along  the  bottom  of  the  g^n,  there 
is  a  flat,  or  terrace,  about  seventy  feet,  broad,  having;  the  appearance  of 
a  road  formed  on  the  side  of  the  mountain,  and  running  along,  on  a  per* 
feet  level,  to  the  extremity  of  the  glen.  Five  hundred  feet  above  this, 
there  is  another  of  these  terraces,  and  still  higher  a  third,  all  parallel^ 
and  of  similar  form.  In  English  they  are  cdled  Furallel  Roads :  the 
inhabitants  know  them  by  we  name  of  the  King's  Hunting  Roods. 
Geologists  say  that  the  glen  was  once  fhll  of  water,  up  to  the  level  of  the 
highest  parallel,  which  must  have  been  formed  by  the  action  of  the 
waters  or  this  lake  on  the  side  of  the  hill.  By  some  violence,  however, 
an  opening  was  made  in  the  lower  end  of  the  glen,  which  confined  the 
water,  in  consequence  of  which  it  immediately  fell  as  low  aa  the  second 
panllel,  and  fbnned  it  in  the  same  manner  aa  the  first*  Another  open* 
ing  of  the  same  kind  brought  down  the  surilice  of  the  water  to  the 
third  pandlel,  when,  at  length,  that  which  confined  the  water  giving 
way  entirely,  it  subidded  to  the  bottom  of  the  glen,  where  it  now  runs, 
in  a  rapid  stream,  without  obstruction.  To  this  opinion  the  Highland- 
ers object,  that  it  ia  not  probable  that  water,  after  the  first  dedensiony 
would  remain  so  perfectly  stationary  as  to  form  a  second  parallel  of  the 
same  breadth  and  formation  as  the  first,  or  that  the  second  dedension 
wovdd  be  so  regular  in  time,  and  the  water  so  equal  in  its  action,  as  to  form 
a  third  terrace  of  form  and  breadth  perfectly  similar  to  the  two  others;  that 
the  glen  is  too  narrow  to  allow  the  waves  to  act  with  sii^dent  fiirce  to 
form  these  broad  levela ;  that,  in  the  centre  of  the  glen,  which  is  nar- 
row, the  levels  are  the  broadest  and  most  perfect,  whereas,  on  the  up- 
per end,  which  opens  to  a  wide  extent,  allowing  a  luge  spaee  fiv  the 
VOL.  ij.  a 
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wind  to  act  with  a  superior  force,  the  levels  are  contracted  and  leas  per- 
fect ;  that  on  one  side  of  the  glen  these  terraces  are  hroad,  and  of  per« 
fecUy  regular  formation,  while,  on  the  other,  they  are  narrow,  and  not 
do  well  formed ;  and  that,  unless  the  wind  hlew  always  from  the  same 
quarter,  jiraves  would  not  roll  with  more  force  to  one  side  of  a  piece  of 
water  than  to  another.  In  Glenspean,  which  is  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, and  in  which  similiu:  appearances  present  themsdves,  the 
hiUs  recede  from  each  other,  leaving  a  wide  expanse,  on  the  sides  of 
which,  if  the  hollow  had  been  filled  with  water,  the  waves  would  have 
acted  with  considerable  force,  and  yet  these  roads,  or  terraces,  are  by  no 
means  so  well  formed,  oontinuons,  and  distinct,  as  in  Glenroy.  The 
Highlanders  also  urge  the  impossibility  of  water  having  ever  been  con- 
fined in  Glenspean,  without  an  improbable  convulsion  of  nature,  the 
lower  end  bdng  of  ^eat  width,  and  onen  to  the  ocean.  After  stating 
these  reasons,  they  triumphantly  omclude  by  a  query.  Why  other  dens 
and  straths  in  the  Highlands  do  not  exhibit  natural  appearances  gimilnr  to 
those  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ancient  residence  of  their  kings  i^  Their  own  ac- 
count, which  Uiey  believe  bb  firmly  as  they  do  their  creed,  is,  that  these  roads 
were  nuule  for  the  hunting  of  the  kings  wheto  at  Inverlochay ;  that  they 
were  palisadoed  on  each  side ;  and,  that  the  game  was  driven  through, 
a£^rding  the  Royal  Hunters  time  to  destroy  numbers  befbre  they  could 
get  to  the  end.  As  a  confirmation  of  this  account,  they  quote  the  names 
of  the  circumjacent  places,  which  all  bear  an  analogy  to  these  huntings. 

To  these  opinions,  so  opposite  and  difficult  to  reconcile,  it  is  proinUe 
that  each  party  will  adhere. 

B.  Page  16. 

Teasitiok  states,  that,  in  honour  of  this  ancient  alliance,  and  in  coin« 
pliment  to  the  Lilies  of  France,  one.  of  the  succeeding  Kings  of  ScotLud 
anrmonnted  the  lion  on  his  arms  with  the  double  tressnre,  which  has, 
ever  since,  continued  to  be  the  arms  of  Scotland.    In  consequence  of  a  le- 

auisttion  from  Charles  VII.  of  France,  fbnnded,  as  it  is  said,  on  dus  treaty, 
tie  Duke  of  Albany,  R^;ent  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1419,  sent  his  son, 
John  Stewart,  Earl  of  Buchan,  with  7,000  men;  to  assist  him  in  his  wan 
with  the  EngUsh.  The  Earl  of  Buchan,  as  a  reward  for  the  eminent  ser- 
vice rendered  by  his  army»  was  made  Constable  of  France,  which  is  the 
only  instance  of  a  foreigner  receiving  this  distinction. 

The  late  Lord  Hailes  was  so  accurate,  that,  on  one  occasion,  it  is  said,  he 
proposed  to  reject  a  law-paper,  because  the  word  justice  was  improperly 
spelt,  the  last  letter  having  been  omitted.  This  severity  of  criticism  he 
carried  through  all  his  labours.  In  his  remarks  on  the  History  of  Scot- 
land, he  doubts  the  reality  of  this  alliance,  because  it  has  been  variously 
rdated  by  authors,  and  particularly  by  Hector  Boeoe,  a  Scottish  historian, 
(of  a  character  very  different  from  that  of  the  honourable  and  learned 
judge,)  who  indulges  himself  in  detailing  many  improbable  and  fabulous 
evente.  Though  doubts  may  reasonably  be  entertained  concerning  the 
authenticity  of  this  alliance,  it  is  evident  that  our  ancient  historians  and 
chroniclers,  when  thev  thought  it  probable  that  such  a  treaty  had  really 
existed,  must  have  believed  that  the  Alpine  kings  had  numerous  and  wai^ 
like  subjects ;  and  hence  we  may  coi^ecture,  diat  the  country  was  able  to 
aupport  a  numerous  population,  a  capability  which  has  been  denied  by 
modern  economists.  With  regard  to  the  credit  due  to  traditions,  it  may 
be  observed,  that,  in  the  absence  of  written  documents,  they  may  be  so 
unvarying  in  their  tenor,  and  so  confirmed  by  collateral  circumstances,  as 
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to  be  entitled  to  «  considenble  degree  of  importance.  Traditions  thiu  pre* 
served  and  oonfirmed,  are  certainly  preferable  to  the  mere  coi^ectures  and 
hypothesea  of  modem  autbora,  which  are  not  founded  on  any  authentic 
documenta,  bat  on  the  absence  of  them,  and  which  often  vary  wiih  the 

?!Ctt]iar  opinions  and  preconceived  notions  of  each  individual  snecnlatist. 
he  want  of  written  proof  may  be,  in  many  cases,  a  good  legal  otjection ; 
but  are*we  wananted,  merely  nom  the  absence  of  poof  to  the  contrary,  in 
refbatng  all  credit  to  what  has,  for  ages,  been  handed  down  aS  the  firm  be* 
lief  of  our  anceston  ?  These  observations  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
oSisr,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  to  manV  traditions,  for  which  I  have 
neither  written  nor  printed  nrooft,  but  which  I  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve are  founded  on  &cts,  although  there  may  be  some  little  difierence  in 
the  reUtion,  not  more,  perhaps,  than  we  have  met  with  in  the  accounts 
given  of  the  same  work  by  the  Ediubundi  and  Quarterly  'Reviews. 

There  is  hardly  any  point  of  history^  &  less  tradition,  in  which  all  men 
are  agrosd.  Recent  mb  the  events  are,  we  have  contradictory  aooounta  of 
the  Peninsular  campaigns,  and  of  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  When,  there- 
finre,  we  every  day  bear  discordant  reporta  and  versions  of  events  that  oo* 
curred  within  our  own  memory,  can  it  be  matter  of  surprise  that  the  af- 
fidrs  of  remote  ages  should  be  varioualy  related,  and  can  it  fhmish  good 
grounds  for  r^ecting  the  whole  as  fabulous  ?  Many  parts  of  our  own  na* 
tionid  history,  which  we  receive  with  implicit  creaenoe,  will  not  perhana 
bear  that  strictness  of  criticism  which  calls  for  present  and  written  proon. 
In  the  same  manner,  therefore,  as  I  believe  that  there  waa  a  great  and 
overwheln^ing  victory  gained  at  Waterloo,  notwithstanding  the  discre- 
pancy of  minute  details,  so  I  am  likewise  willing  to  give  credit  to  many 
parts  of  our  traditional  story,  when  these  are  not  opposed  by  the  principles 
of  reason,  and  by  well-authenticated  and  contradictory  fiu^ 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  treaty  with  Charlemagne,  the  coo- 
necSioii  between  France  and  Scotland  must  be  allowed  to  be  of  high  anti- 
quity, when  it  is  noticed  as  the  "  Ancient  League,"  as  far  back  as  the 
reigna  of  Baliol,  and  Bruce,  and  Robert,  the  fintof  the  Stewarts,  upwarda 
of  Awe  hundred  yean  ago.  Now,  as  it  is  not  disputed,  that  an  amicable 
communication  subsisted  thus  early,  those  who  disbelieve  the  alliance  be- 
tween  Charlemagne  and  Achaius  ought  to  fix  the  period  of  the  commence- 
ment of  that  fHendly  intercourse,  which  continued  uninterrupted  till  the 
Kings  of  Scotland  removed  to  England,  and  united  the  rival  kmgdoms  un- 
der one  Crown.  It  dioidd  aJso  be  stoted  how  far  back  the  JL^wue  must 
hare  extended,  to  have  been  entitled  to  the  term  of  '*  Ancient"  beatowed 
on  it  in  the  days  ctf  John  Baliol,  who  was  declared  King  of  Scotland  in  the 
year  \298. 

C.  Page  95. 


Thk  memorial  begins  with  Argyleshiie,  '^  the  country  of  the  Campbells." 
"  CamfAelis.'-^ln  Gaelic  they  are  called  Clan  Guin,  or  O  Duine.  The 
Duke  of  Argyle  ia  their  Chief.  He  is  called  in  the  Highlands  MacaiUain 
Mor.  On  his  own  property,  and  on  hia  kinsmen  s  lands,  he  can  raise  above 
3,000  men ;  the  £ar?of  Breadalbane,  more  than  1,000 ;  and  the  Barons  of 
the  names  of  Campbell,  Ardkinglass,  Auchenbreck,  Lochnell,  Inneraw, 
and  others,  1,000,  so  diat  this  dan  could  bring  into  the  field  above  5,000 
men>  besides  those  barons  and  gentlemen  of  the  name  in  Dumbarton,  Stir- 
ling, and  Perthshire,  and  the  Laird  of  Calder  in  Nairn.  They  are  at  pi^ 
■ent  the  richeat  and  moat  numerous  clan  in  Scotland  ;  their  countries  and 
bonnds  most  extensive;  their  superiorities,  jurisdictions,  and  other  de- 
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pewkncieSy  by  far  die  greatest  in  the  kingdom,  which  makes  the  fimily 
of  the  greatest  importance  in  North  Britain,  and  has  been  so  sanoe  the  de- 
cline of  the  Dou^aaies,  the  total  fkll  of  the  Cummina,  the  extinction  of 
the  Earl  of  Rosa's  familv,  and  of  the  Ma49donalda  of  the  Idea. 

**  Macleait.'^ln  Gaehc  called  Clan  Lain.  Sir  Hector  Madean  of  Don- 
art  is  their  Chief.  He  is  called  in  the  Highlanda  Madl«I«ein.  llhis  was 
a  very  potent  clan  about  900  yean  ago,  and  conid  have  laSaed  8<N>nien ; 
bat  now  that  the  Campbells  are  poaseaaed  of  thdr  chieTa  estate,  they  will 
hardly  nuJce  600,  and  even  many  of  that  number  must  be  broi^t  out  of 
the  Duke  of  Argyle'a  estate. 

"  Maelachian.'^ln  Gaelic  called  Ckn  Lanchlin.  The  Laird  of  Madadi- 
lan  is  their  Chief.    He  can  ralae  300  men. 

''  Sievfart  of  Appin.'^The  Laird  of  Appin  is  their  Chieftain.    He  hoMs 
his  Umds  of  the  Crown,  and  can  raise  300  followers. 
r'^Jfocdoatfttir of  ix>rii.---In6selieGa]ledClanTickuil.  Their  Chief  is  the 


**  Macdonalds  of  iSi^^.— 'Proceeding  northward  by  the  coast  and  IsleSi 
we  come  to  the  Macdonalds.  Sir  Aleximder  MaodonaLd  is  their  Chieflain. 
In  Gadic  he  is  called  Mac  Connel  nan  Eilan,  simply  by  way  of  pr&-eini<* 
nenoe;  he  has  a  very  large  estate  which  he  holds  of  the  Crown.  It  lies  in 
the  Isles  of  Skye  and  Uist.    He  can  bring  out  700  men. 

'^  MacdMuJd  qf  Clanronaid. — In  Gaelic  this  chieftain  is  called  Mack  We 
allain,  and  in  English  Captain  of  Clanronaid.  He  haa  a  very  handsome 
estate,  holding  moat  of  it  firom  the  Crown.  It  lies  in  Moidart  and  Arissig 
en  the  Continent,  and  in  the  Isles  of  iJiat,  Benbecula,  and  Rum.  Hectn 
bring  out  700  men. 

^'  Maedamll  €f  Qkngarry.^tkM  Lahrd  of  Glengarry  is  theh*  Chieftsin. 
In  Gaelic  he  is  called  Mac  vie  Alliatair.  He  has  a  good  estate,  whidi  he 
holds  of  the  Crown.  It  liea  in  Glengarry  and  Knoidart  He  can  bring 
out  500  men. 

**  Maedonaid  ofXepfach.'^Kepjpach  is  thdr  Chieflain.  In  Gaelic  he  is 
called  Mac  vie  Raonuil.  He  is  not  proprietor  of  one  ridge  of  land,  but 
himself,  kindred,  and  followers,  are  only  tacksman  and  tenanta,  hdding 
the  most  of  their- possessions  iVom  the  Laird  of  Mackintodi,  and  the  rest 
ftom  the  Duke  of  Crordon,  dl  being  in  Lochaber.  He  can  raiae  and  bring 
out  300  followers. 

"  Maedonaid  of  Olenco,^^The  Ldrd  of  Glenco  is  thdr  Chieftain.  In 
Gaelic  he  is  called  Mac-vic-Ian.  He  hdda  his  lands  of  Stewart  of  Ap« 
pin,  and  can  raise  150  men. 

^^  Theae  five  chieftdna  of  the  Macdondds  dl  daim  a  lined  descent 
fhmi  Alexander  Maedonaid  Earl  of  Ross,  successor  and  representative 
of  the  Macdondds  of  the  Isles ;  but  none  of  them  haae  any  dear  docu- 
ment to  vouch  the  same,  so'  that  that  great  and  aspiring  fbmUy,  who 
waged  frequent  wars  with  our  Scotch  Kings,  and  who  acted  as  sove» 
rdgns  themadvcs,  and  obliged  most  of  the  dana  to  swear  fedty  to  them, 
b  now  utterly  extinct.  The  last  Earl  of  Roas  had  no  sons,  nor  any 
near  rode  rdation  to  succeed  him. 

**  Camertm.'^A  very  potent  dan  in  Lochaber.  The  Laird  of  Lodiid, 
ealled  in  Gaelic  Maconnd  Dni,  is  their  Chief.  He  baa  a  good  estate,  but 
none  of  it  holds  of  the  Crown;  the  most  of  it  is  hdd  of  the  Duke  of 
Aigyle,  and  the  rest  of  the  Duke  of  Goidon.  He  can  bring  out  800 
men.    Of  old  there  were  several  tribes  in  that  country,  via.  Macmartin 
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of  Letterflntey,  and  otliers^  btanclieB  of  the  CameioiMy  wbo  fiOthfuUv 

ftilowed  their  chief.  ' 

**  MaeieotU'^Weie  two  dktinct  and  very  potent  families  of  M,  vis* 

If adeod  of  Lewis,  and  Maeleod  of  Harris^  but  they^  are  both  utterly 


extinct,  and  their  lands  possessed  by  the  Mackenass.  The  present 
Laird  of  Madeod  ia  diief  or  the  name.  He  is  csUed  in  Gaelic  Madeod. 
He  has  a  yfery  considerable  estate  all  holden  of  the  Crown,  lying  in 
Glenelg,  on  the  Contineutj  and  in  the  We  of  Skye.  He  can  bring  out 
700  men. 

'<  Jforlwraofis^The  Lainl  of  Mackinwrn  is  iheiv  Chief;  he  holds  his 
lands  of  the  Gnmn,  both  in  ihe  Isles  of  Skye  and  Mull,  and  can  raise 
900  men. 

**  1  again  pass  to  the  south  to  give  sn  account  of  the  inland  chie6, 
banning  a^n  in  Argyleshire,  and  proceeding  flrom  thence  northward. 
There  are  several  persons  of  rank,  as  weU  as  gentlemen,  who  are  chief- 
tains, and  who  nave,  the  command  of  many  Highlanders  in  Argyle, 
M onteith,  Dumbarton,  Stirling,  and  Perth  shires ;  such  as  the  Duke  of 
MoBtrose,  the  Earls  of  Mony  and  Bute,  also  the  Mao&rlanes,  Macneil  of 
Bam,  Macnab  of  Macnab,  Buchanans  and  Colquhouns  of  Luss,  Mao- 
Baaglitons,  Lament  of  Lament,  &c  They  can  raise  among  them  5,-ftOO 
men.  Besides  these  there  sre  several  border  fiunilies,  those  of  Kilraick, 
Brodie  of  Brodie,  Innes  of  Innes,  Irvine  of  Drum,  Lord  Forbes,  and  the 
£arl  of  Airley,  all  of  whom  are  loyal,  except  the  Ogilvies.  Few  or  none 
of  them  hsve  any  foUowersy  except  Lord  Airley  from  his  Highland 


€* 


Duke  of  Pert]^U  no  dan  ftmily,  although  the  Duke  is  CUef  of  a 
considerable  number  of  barons  and  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Drum- 
mond  in  the  Low  country.  He  is  brought  in  here  allenarly  on  account 
of  his  command  of  about  300  Highlanders  in  Glenartnie  and  other  glens 
in  the  county  of  Perth. 

''  RoberUons.'^The  Laiid  of  Stiowan  is  their  Chie£  They  arc  called 
ia  Gaelic  Clan  Dcnachie.  His  lands  hold  of  the  Crown,  and  lie  in  Hao- 
noch  in  the  Braes  of  Athole  in  Perthshire.  On  his  own  estate  he  csn 
raise  about  2200  men.  There  are  500  men  more  of  the  Robertsons  in 
Athole  who  neva  follow  their  chief,  being  part  of  the  followers  of  the 
Ihike  of  AthoU. 

'*  Jlfm»^«.— Sir  Robert  Meniiesof  Weem  is  the  Chief.  In  Gaelic  he  is 
oslled  Menabich.  He  has  a  very  handsome  estate,  all  holding  of  the 
Cfown^  lying  in  Rannoch,  and  Appin  Dull  in  Athole,  and  can  raise  30O 


^  Stewart  cf  Cfrandlul^f^^HtB  a  handsome  estate  in  Stratbbrane  and 
Strathuy  in  Athole,  all  hiding  of  the  Crown,  out  of  which  he  can  raise 
aoo  fbllowers. 

**  Clam  Gr^;ior^-^TldM  name  was  catted  down  by  act  of  Pkirliament. 
Th^  are  now  dispersed  trnder  the  different  names  of  Dmmmond,  Mur* 
ray,  Graham,  and  Campbell,  and  live  in  the  counties  of  Perth,  Stirling, 
Dumbarton,  &c.  &c.  They  have  no  present  Chie^  that  being  elective, 
and  continuing  no  longer  than  the  current  expedition ;  he  is  chosen  on  the 
principle  of  dehtr  dignioH*    They  can  raise  among  them  700  men. 

«'  IHJce  tfAiholl.:^The  Murrays  is  no  dan  fiunOy,  though  the  Duke 
•f  Atholl  is  chief  and  head  of  a  number  of  barons  snd  gentlemen  of  the 
name  of  Mwvay  in  the  Lowlands ;  but  he  is  deservedly  placed  here  on 
aeoount  of  his  extensive  following  of  about  3,000  Highlanders,  a  good 
many  of  them  out  of  his  own  property,  but  most  of  them  from  the  estates 
of  the  borons  and  gentlemen  who  hold  their  land  of  him  on  account  of 
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his  great  8uperioritie&  in  Athole,  Glenalmond^  and  Balquidder.  The  most 
numerous  or  these,  and  the  readiest  to  turn  out  on  all  occasions^  are  the 
Stewarts  of  Athole,  in  tiumber  more  than  1^000  men,  as  also  500  Robert- 
sons,  who  do  not  follow  their  chief;  likewise  the  Fergussonsy  Smalky  ) 

Sidings,  Rattrafi^  Macintoshes  in  Athole,  and  Maclarens  in  Balquidder, 
with  ower  broken  names  in  Athole^  are  aU  followers  of  the  Duke  of 
AthoU. 

"  Creasing  the  Grampian  Mountains  to  Brae  Mar. 

"  Farquharsons.'^'nhe  only  dan  family  in  Aberdeenshire.  In  Gadie 
called  Clan  lanh^.  They  can  bring  out  about  500  men.  The  Labd  of 
Invercauld  is  thair  Chief.  He  has  a  very  handsome  estate  holden  of  the 
Crown,  both  in  Perthshire  and  Brae  Mar.  There  are  seyend  other  barons 
of  the  name  that  ha^e  competent  fbrtunes,.  such  as  Monaltrie,  Inverey, 
Finiean,  &c* 

''  Duke  of  ChrdotLr^The  Goidons  is  no  clan  family,  although  the  Duke 
is  Chief  of  a  very  powerftd  name  in  the  Lowlands.  He  has  a  j^reat  poaae 
of  cavalry  and  gentlemen  on  horseback  in  Enzie  and  Strathbogie,  but  he 
is  only  placed  here  on  account  of  his  Highland  foUowings  in  Stmthavon 
and  Glenlivet,  whidi  are  about  800  men ;  his  extensive  jurisdictions  and 
superiorities  in  the  centre  Highlands,  viz.  Badenoch,  Lochaber,  and 
Stradispey,  do  not  yield  him  any  followers.  The  tenants  on  his  own  pro- 
perty, as  well  as  those  who  hold  their  lauds  of  him  in  feu,  follow  taeir 
natural-bom  chief,  of  whom  they  are  descended,  and  pay  no  regt^rd  either 
to  the  master  or  superior  of  their  lands.  Thus  the  Camerons  follow 
Lochiel^  the  Macphersons  follow  Clunie,  and  other  chiefo  are  followed 
and  obeyed  in  the  same  manner  fiom  respect^  ftmily  attachment,  and  con- 
sanguinity. 

''  Gron^.— A  considerable  name  and  fkmily  in  Strathspey.  The  Laird 
of  Grant  is  their  Chiefl  He  has  a  handsome  and  large  estate  both  in 
Strathspey  and  Urquhart  in  the  countv  of  Inverness,  all  holden  of  the 
Crown,  except  Abernefiby,  which  he  holds  of  the  Earl  of  Moray.  He  can 
raise  out  of  Strathspey  700  men,  and  out  of  Urquhart  150.  He  has  aeve- 
lal  barons  of  his  name  both  in  Inverness,  Moray,  3anff,  and  Aherdeen* 
shires,  such  as  Dalvey,  Ballandalloch,  Rothiemurchus,  Cullen,  &c.  &c. 

''  ji£ackintoshes.''^Thia  was  one  of  the  most  potent  dans  in  Scotland 
when  their  residence  was  at  Tor  Castle  in  Lochaber,  the  andent  seat  of 
their  family,  (of  which  country  they  are  still  heritable  stewards,)  but  the 
Camerons  having  purchased  the  said  estate,  their  power  Is  much  diminish* 
ed.  The  Laird  of^Mackintosh  is  thdr  Chief;  in  Gadic  he  is  called  Mack- 
intoshach,  and  in  English  Captain  of  Clan  Chattan.  He  can  bring  oat 
800  men,  including  the  smdl  ndghbouring  clans  of  MacgiUifray,  Mac- 
queen,  Macbean,  &c.  who  all  own  themselves  hia  kinsmen. '  His  countries 
are  Brae  Lochaber,  Badenoch,  and  Strathneam  in  Inverness-shire.  He 
still  retains  a  very  competent  estate.  He  holds  Brae  Lochaber,  Moy,  and 
Largs,  of  the  Crdwn,  Badenoch  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  and  most  (£  his 
kinsmen  hold  Strathneam  of  the  Earl  of  Moray. 

''  Macphersoru^'^aiieA  in  Gadic  Ckn  Vurrich.  Thdr  Chief  is  the 
Laird  of  Clunie.  He  can  raise  400  men.  His  whole  lands  and  all  bis 
kinsmen's  lands  hold  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  and  lie  in  Badenoch. 

"  Frasers'^ATe  -  a  considerable  dan  in  the  countries  of  Aiid  and 
Stratherrig  in  Inverness-shire.  Their  Chief  is  Lord  Lovat;  in  Gaelic  he 
is  csUed  Madmmie :  he  has  a  large  estate  hdd  of  the  Crown,  and  can 
raise  900  men.  He  has  a  good  number  of  barons  of  his  name  in  Inyer- 
nesB  and  Aberdeen  shires. 

''  Grant  of  OUnmaritUm-^U  Chieftain  of  a  branch  of  the  Grants^  bat 
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does  not  follow  his  Chief.  He  brings  out  150  men.  In  Gaelic  he  is  call- 
ed Macphadrick.  His  lands  hold  of  the  Crown.  In  armaments  be  fre- 
quently joins  with  the  Laird  of  Glengarry. 

''  CAwAo/ffw.— Their  Chief  is  Chis^olm  of  Stratbglass,  in  Gaelic  called 
Cbisallicb.  His  lands  are  held  of  the  Crown^  and  be  can  bring  out  SOO 
men. 

**  Maekenzies,'^-One  of  the  most  considerable  dans  of  one  name  next  to 
the  Campbells  in  the  nation.  The  Earl  of  Seafbrth  is  their  Chief.  In 
Gaelic  he  is  called  Mac  Coinich.  Out  of  his  countries  of  Kintail,  Loch* 
alsh^  Lochbroom,  Ijochcarron,  on  the  Continent,  and  in  the  Isle  of  Lewis, 
aU  in  Boas-shire,  he  can  raise  1,000  men.  The  Earl  of  Cromarty,  with 
the  Lairds  of  Gairloch,  ScatweU,  Killicowie,  Redcastle,  Comric^  &c.  &e. 
can  raise  among  them  1,500  men  more. 

^'  Monroes. — Sir  Henry  Monro  of  Fowlis  is  their  Chief.  His  lands 
hold  of  the  Crown.    He  can  raise  300  men. 

*'  Ross€s,^JjoTd  Ross  is  their  Chief.  His  lands  hold  of  the  Crown,  and 
he  can  raise  500  men. 

"  Sniherlands.'^The  Earl  of  Sutherland  is  their  Chief.  In  Gaelic  he 
is  called  Morar  Chatto.    He  can  raise  2,000  men. 

''  Mackays.^The  Iiord  Rae  is  tbeir  Chief.  In  Gaelic  he  is  called  Ma- 
caoL  His  estate  holds  of  the  Crown,  lies  in  Strathnaver,  and  brings  out 
800  men. 

''  Sinclairs.'^The  Earl  of  Caithness  is  their  Chief.  He  is  called  in  Gae- 
lic Morar  Gallu.  He  could  raise  1,000  men,  but  many  of  his  followers 
are  now  under  May,  Dunbcatb,  Ulbster,  Freswick,  &c.  &c.'' 


»» 
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Of  the  expedients  generally  adopted  by  the  Chiefs  for  summoning  their 
friends  and  followers,  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  affi>rd  the  reader  some 
idea*    The  warlike  disposition  of  the  Celtic  dans,  their  jealousy  of  wrongs, 
the  numerous  concurrent  causes  cf  irritation  and  auarrel,  and  the  nature 
o£  the  country,  over  a  large  surface  of  which  they  lived  scattered  and  dis- 
tant from  one  another,  rendered  some  signal  necessary  to  give  the  alarm, 
and  to  assemble  the  warriors.    The  prindpal  signal  was  the  Cross  Tarie 
or  Fiery  Cross,  a  piece  of  wood  burnt  or  burning  at  one  end,  with  a  piece 
of  linen  or  white  cloth  stained  with  blood  hanging  from  the  other.    This 
symbol  served  two  purposes.    It  was  sent  round  the  country  to  call  the 
men  to  arms^  and  it  was  meant  also  to  show  what  were  the  intentions  of 
the  enemy,  (that  is,  to  bum  and  desolate  the  country,)  and  what  would 
be  their  own  fiite  if  Uiey  did  not  defend  their  honour,  their  Hves,  and 
thdr  properties.    The  cross  was  sent  round  the  country  from  hand  to 
hand,  each  person  who  bore  it  running  at  full  speed,  shouting  as  he  went 
along  the  war-cry  of  the  tribe,  and  naming  the  place  of  rendezvous.    At 
each  hamlet  a  fresh  man  took  it  up,  so  that  an  alarm  was  given,  and  the 
people  assembled  with  a  celerity  almost  incredible.    One  of  the  latest  in* 
stances  of  the  Fiery  Cross  being  used  was  in  1745  by  Lord  Breadalbane, 
when  it  went  round  Loch  Tay,  a  distance  of  thirty-two  miles,  in  three 
hours,  to  raise  his  people  and  prevent  their  joining  the  rebels,  but  with 
leas  efibct  than  in  1715,  when  it  went  the  same  round,  and  when  five  hun- 
dred men  assembled  the  same  evening  under  the  command  of  the  Laird 
of  GlcnlyoB,  to  jdn  the  Earl  of  Mar. 

The  war-cry  served  as  a  watch-word  to  individuals  in  the  confusion 
of  the  oombat,  in  the  darkness  of  the  ni^ht,  or  on  any  sudden  alann, 
when  assistance  was  necessary.     Each  tnbe  had  its  own  war-cry,  (or 
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Slogam,  as  it  18  called  in  Seotcli^)  to  wbidi  every  dansnun  annreved* 
Hie  war-^yy  of  the  Grants  was  Craig  EUa^hAe,  firom  a  large  rock  in 
Ifaeoentreof  the  country  of  the  Grants;  that  of  the  Mackenaes  TVOwA- 
ard;  of  the  JklaodonaMs^  Craig-'na^fiolA ;  of  the  Macpheraons^  Craig* 
dm;  of  the  MacKregors,  Ard^choiU;  of  the  Macftrianes^  Lock  Shy  ; 
of  the  Buehannans,  ClairinUh;  and  of  the  Farquharsons,  Cam^^noFonfu 
Some  fiunilies  in  the  border  Lowlands  employed  thev  namea  as  SkgatiM 
and  watch-wetds.  In  the  case  of  the  Gordons,  whenever  aasistsnoe  was 
necessary,  the  cry  of  ^*  A  Gordon !  a  Gordon  J"  was  sure  to  be  e£feclxial. 
Hie  cry  of  "  A  Forbes !  a  Forbes !"  was  eqnaUy  availiiu;  with  regard  to  the 
Forbeses  ;  and  as  these  two  warlike  fiomues  were  at  imd  for  more  than 
900  yearsj  they  had  frequent  occasians  fiir  their  respective  skM;aos,  In 
their  countless  strifes  and  rencontres^  Besides  these  eries,  they  had 
other  marks  by  which  it  could  be  known  to  what  dan,  tribe,  or  dis* 
trict»  in^viduals  bebnged.  One  of  these  was  the  particular  disposition 
or  set  of  Uie  dlflbrent  colours  of  the  tartan,  fbr  the  plaid,  the  kilt,  the 
hose,  and  the  trews.  Another  mark  of  distinction  was  a  tuft  of  heath, 
pine,  or  such  ornament,  stuck  in  the  bonnet,  as  would  not  &de  or  cast 
the  leaf.  Thus,  the  Maodonalds  wore  tufts  of  heath  in  their  bonnets; 
the  Maccregors  and  Grants  a  bnndi  of  pine;  the  Mackenzies  wore  the 
faoUy;  the  Mackintoshes  the  boxwood,  and  so  on  ;  always  taking  care, 
whatever  the  badge  or  mark  vras,  Uiat  it  should  be  permanent,  and  not 
alRicted  by  the  change  of  the  season.  This  was  the  pnictice  of  all  except 
the  Stewarts,  who  generally  wore  the  oak;  which,  fh>m  losing  the  leaf 
and  decaying,  many  regarded  as  ominous  of  the  decay  of  the  mnily  and 
name. 

E.  Page  S3. 

Op  sudi  fkids,  many  instances  might  be  adduced.  I  shall  select  only 
one,  whidi  may  serve  to  exemplify  the  apparently  trivial  causes  from 
which  they  sometimes  arose,  in  periods  when  men  could  not  resort  to 
the  law  fax  protection,  and  the  doidly  and  often  fatal  animosity  with 
whi(^  they  were  maintained.  After  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century 
a  quarrel  occurred  between  Stewart  of  Gordi  and  a  dan  named  Mac* 
ivor,  who  then  possessed  the  greater  part  of  Gleii]yon.  The  Laird  of 
Garth  had  been  nursed  by  a  woman  of  the  dan  Macdiarmid,  which  was 
then,  and  is  still,  pretty  numerous  in  Glenlyon  and  Breadalbane.  This 
woman  had  two  sons,  one  of  whom,  fbster- brother  to  the  laird,  having 
been  much  injured  by  Madvor  in  a  dispute,  direatened  to  apply  for  re* 
dress  to  his  foster-brother ;  and  the  two  brothers  immediately  set  oat 
fbr  that  purpose  to  the  Castle  of  Garth,  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  distant. 
In  those  davs,  a  foster-brodier  was  r^rded  as  one  of  the  fiimily ;  and 
Madvor,  well  aware  that  the  quarrel  of  the  Macdiarmids  would  be  es* 

Eoused  by  his  neighbour,  ordered  a  pursuit  The  young  men  bdng 
ard  preoed,  threw  themselves  into  a  deep  pool  of  the  river  Lvon, 
where  they  hoped  that  their  pursuers  would  not  venture  to  follow 
them.  The  foster-brother  was,  however,  desperately  wounded  with  an 
arrow,  and  drowned  in  the  pool,  which  still  retains  the  name  of  Linne 
0onnel,  or  Donald's  Pool.  The  other  succeeded  in  reaching  Garth. 
Resolved  to  avenge  his  fiiend's  death,  the  laird  collected  his  followers 
and  marched  to  Glenlyon.  Madvor  mustered  his  men  and  met  die  in- 
vaders about  the  midkUe  of  the  glen.  The  chieftains  stepped  forward 
between  the  two  bands,  in  the  hope  of  settling  the  affiiir  amicably. 
Garth  wore  a  plaid  the  one  side  of  which  was  red,  and  the  other  dark- 
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oolonred  tarUn )  and^  on  proceeding  to  the  oonfilreuce^  he  told  his  men/ 
that,  if  the  mult  was  amicable^  the  darker  aide  of  the  pfadd  should  remain 
outward  aa  it  was;  if  otherwise,  he  would  give  the  signal  of  attack  by 
tmniQg  out  the  red  side.  They  were  still  engaged  in  the  conference^ 
mhea  Madvor  whistled  loud,  and  a  number  of  armed  men  atarted  up 
from  the  adjoining  rocks  and  bushes,  where  they  had  been  concealed, 
whfle  the  main  body  were  drawn  up  in  fincmt  **  Who  are  these,"  said 
Stewart,  *^  and  for  ^hat  purpose  are  they  there  ^'  **  They  are  only  a 
herdofmy  roes  that  are  friskhi^  about  the  rocks,'' replied  Msici?or.  **  In 
that  esse,  ssid  the  other, ''  it  is  time  fbr  me  to  cal^my  hounds."  Then 
turning  his  plaid  he  r^oined  his  ipen,  who  were  watehing  his  motions, 
and  instancy  advanced.  Both  parties  rushed  forward  to  the  combat ;  the 
Mactvors  gave  way,  and  were  pursued  eight  miles  farther  up  the  glen. 
Here  they  turned  to  make  a  last  efibrt,  but  were  again  driven  back  with 
great  loss.  The  survivors  fled  across  the  mountains  to  snother  ^rt  of  the 
country,  ,and  were  for  sometime  not  permitted  to  return.  Maavor's  hmd 
was,  in  the  meantime,  seized  by  the  victors,  and  law  confirmed  what  the 
sword  had  won.  * 

The  names  of  the  river  and  glen  stiU  continue  memorials  of  this  san- 

Sinary  fray.  Dhui  and  Glen  Dhui  were  their  former  names.  Wlien 
e  Stewarts  were  returning  Arom  the  last  pursuit,  th^  washed  their 
Bwords  in  the  river,  which  was  discoloured  a  considerable  wav  down  on 
one  side  bv  Uie  blood.  **  This  stream,"  exclaimed  the  diieftain,  "  shall 
no  longer  be  caUed  Dhui,  but  Leiven,  (leiven  is  to  wipe  or  lave,)  and  the 
gkn  shall  be  called  Glenleiven."  Before  the  combat  commenced,  Stewart's 
men  pulled  off  a  kind  of  sandals,  bound  round  the  ankles  with  thongs,  and 
called  in  Gadic  cuaran.  These  they  laid  aside  dose  to  a  smdl  rockt 
which  to  this  day  is  called  Itech-nO'Cuartin,  the  stone  or  slab  of  the  san- 
dals. The  spot  where  they  drew  their  swords  is  caUed  Ruskich,  to  un- 
cover or  unsheath ;  the  field  where  the  rencounter  commenced,  Laggunm 
fM-eaih,  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  spot  where  the  last  stand  was  made, 
Cnmnf-fio-cani,  from  the  cairns  or  mounds  of  stones  which  cover  the 
mves,  and  which,  from  their  quantity,  show  the  considerable  num* 
oer  shun,  which,  tradition  says,  amounted  to  140  on  the  part  of  the 
Madvors. 

In  1616,  a  sword  and  battle-axe,  now  in  my  possession,  were  dug  up 
at  Laggan-na-cath.  The  first  is  in  the  form  of  a  small  sword,  and  re* 
markable  for  its  degance  and  proportions,  being  equal  to  any  model  of  the 
present  day.  The  olade  is  long,  but,  as  may  be  supposed,  much  destroy* 
ed  by  rust.  The  axe,  more  decayed  than  the  sword,  is  the  same  as  was 
andently  used  by  the  Highlanders  when  they  closed  in  Uie  fight.  The 
sword  is  so  fiur  curious;,  as  it  shows  that  the  Highlanders  of  that  sgp  had 
small  swords* 

F.  Page  37. 

The  fdlowing  are  the  instances  given  by  Martin.    "  Captain  Jadcson 
of  Whitehaven,  about  sixteen  years  ago,  was  obliged  to  leave  his  ship, 
leaky,  in  the  bay  within  laUnd  Glass,  alias  Scalpa,  in  the  Isle  d 


*  Clutften  under  the  Great  Seal  were  paaaed  by  James  III.  dated  at  Edinbuigb, 
24th  January  1477)  and  addreaied  *«  To  John  Stewart  of  GarUi  and  Ponher«(iil,  and 
Ndl  Stewart  hit  ton  and  hdr,  of  the  lands  of  FortbcfgiU,  ApnaduU,  Temper,  and 
otheis  in  Rannoch,  Glenquaicb,  Wester  Strathbiane,  and  GkMmnf  in  the  County 
of  Perth.*'— J8^o0rdf  BdAbm^h  BegUUr  Office. 
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Harris,  with  two  men  only  to  take  care  of  her,  though  loaded  with  goodi. 
The  ship  was  not  within  three  miles  of  a  house^  and  separated  Qxan  the 
dwelling-houses  hy  mountains.  Vet  when  the  captain  returned  twelve 
months  afterwards,  he  found  the  vessel  and  his  men  quite  safe.  Captaiit 
Lotch  lost  the  Dromedary  of  London,  of  600  tons  hurthen,  with  all  her 
rich  cargo  from  the  Indies,  of  which  he  might  have  saved  a  great  deal,  had 
he  embraced  the  assistance  the  natives  offered  him.  The  captain  and  his 
men  were  kindly  entertained  in  the  Isle  of  Skye  by  Sir  Nonnan  Hadeod, 
and  thought  among  other  valuable  goods,  they  had  six  boxes  of  gold  dml^ 
there  was  not  the  least  thing  taken  from,  them  by  the  inhabitants."  * 

This  protection  afforded  to  the  lives  and  property  of  their  feUow  creap 
t^res  in  the  calamity  of  shipwreck,  is  honourable  to  a  people  among  whom 
the  restraints  of  political  institutions  were  few  and  feeole.    To  peEsons 
who.  understand  the  character  of  the  Highlanders,  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary to  state  facta,  to  prove  how  generally  feelings  of  humanity,  charity, 
ana  probity  prevail ;  but  it  is  by  relating,  a  succession  of  characteristic 
traits  and  circumstances  of  different  ages  and  periods,  connected  with,  and 
illustrating  each  other,  that  prejudices  long  entertained  can  be  subdued, 
and  that  a  proposition^  however  true  in  itself,  which  militates  against  ge- 
neral opinion,  can  be  fiilly. established.     To  deny  the  truth  of  a  general 
statement,  to  which,  in  ul  cases,  exceptions  may  be  made,  is  a  matter  of 
no  difficulty ;  but  it  is  not  so  easy  to  resist  a  coincident  and  connected 
Tiew  of  the  mannerd  and  habits  of  successive  generations.    I  do  not  mean 
to  apply  tliose  observations  to  the  statements  which  follow,  but  to  the  g»- 
neriu  scope  of  the  whole.     I  shall  have  occasion  to  state  facts  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  opinion  of  many,  with  regard  to  the  character  and  dispositions 
of  the  Highlanders,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  their  intelligence)  and  reli* 
gious  and  moral  principles. 

Without  referring  to  Roman  authors,  Ossian's  poems,  or  the  traditional 
history  of  the  ancient  Caledonians,  for  the  firmness  and  spirit  of  inde- 
pendence with  which  they  maintained  their  freedom  ftom  a  ibrdgn 
yoke ;  I  shaU  only  notice  a  few  extracts  f^om  authors,  whose  works  were 
printed  soon  after  they  were  composed.  Among  the  earliest  of  these  is 
Hollingshed,  who  wrote  previous  to  1560,  and  who  thus  speaks  of  the 
Highlanders.  "  Hereby,  in  like  sort,  it  cometh  to  pass,  that  they  are 
more  hard  of  constitution  and  bodie,  to  beare  off  the  cold  blasts,  to  watdi 
better,  and  abstaine  longer ;  whereinto  also  it  appeareth,  that  they  are 
kind,  bold,  nimble,  and  thereto  more  skillfull  in  the  warres.  As  for  their 
faith  and  promise,  they,  hold  it  toith  great  coH^ancie*'  The  author  of 
**  Certayne  Matters  concerning  Scotland,"  printed  in  1397,  speaks  as  fol« 
lows  of  the  Highlanders  of  his  day.  '^  Their  drink  is  the  broth  of  sod- 
den flesh ;  t  they  love  very  well  the  drinks  made  of  whey  and  certayne 
yefbs,  drinking  we  same  at  feasts  ;  but  the  most  part  of  them  onlv  drink 
water  ;  their  custom  is  to  make  their  bread  of  oats  and  barley,  which  are 
the  only  kinds  of  grain  that  grow  in  those  parts ;  experience  with  tyme 
hath  taught  them  to  make  it  of  such  sort  that  it  is  not  unpleasant  to  eat ; 
they  take  a  little  of  it  in  the  morning,  and  passing  to  the  hunting  or  any 
other  busynis,  content  themselves  without  any  other  kind  of  meat  till 
even."  The  following  extract  is  from  an  author  of  great  learning  and  re- 
seardi,  who  wrote  upwards  of  a  century  af^er  the  preceding.    "  But  what 

*  Manin*8  Description  of  the  Western  Isles.    London,  printed  1703. 

•f  This  beef-soup  has  gone  out  of  fiewhioD,  as  many  cannot  now  indulge  in  ani- 
mal food.  It  was  called  inench^  and  considered  so  nounsfaing,  that,  e?en  in  my  own 
timC)  it  was  given  to  delicate  persons  who  required  strengthening  food. 
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contributes  above  all  things  to  their  health  and  longevitv,  is  cofutant  tern* 
peranee*    They  rather  satisfy  than  oppress  nature.     Their  meals  are  two 
a-day^  water  being  their  ordinary  dnnk ;  they  are  strangers  to  many  of 
the  distempers,  as  they  are  to  most  of  the  vices^  of  other  nations,  fbr  aome 
of  whidi  they  have  not  so  much  as  a  name.     They  owe  every  thing  to 
aature.    Thev  cure  all  disofders  of  the  body  by  simples  of  their  own 
crowth,  and  by  proper  diet  or  labour.    Hence,  they  are  stout  and  active, 
dexteious  in  au  their  exercises,  as  diey  are  withal  remarkably  sagacious* 
choleric,  but  easily  appeased,  sociable,  good  natured,  ever  cheerfitl,  and 
having  a  strong  inclination  to  poetry  and  music.    They  are  hospitable  be- 
yond expression,  entertaining  all  strangers  of  whatever  condition  gratis. 
They  have  no  lawyers  or  attorneys.    The  men  and  women  plead  their 
own  cansesy  and  every  decision  is  made  bv  the  proprietort  who  is  perpe- 
tojil  president  in  their  courts:  or  by  his  oailiff  as  nis  substitute.    In  a 
wordy  they  are  equally  void  of  the  two  chief  curses  of  mankind,  luxury 
and  ambition.    They  are  not  ofdy  rigid  observers  of  justice,  but  show 
leas  propensity  than  any  people  to  iumuU,  except  what  they  may  be  led 
into  by  the  extraordinary  deference  they  pay  to  their  chiefs  and  leaders, 
who  are  accountable  fbr  the  roischieffa  tney  sometimes  bring  on  these 
well-meaning   men,   by  their   feuds   and  quarrels  with  their  neigh* 

The  next  quotation  is  fh>m  a  valuable  work  lately  published.    The 
author,  although  bom  in  the  Lowlands,  and  at  a  distance  from  the  people 
he  describes,  was  latterly  much  among  them,  and  had  every  opportunity 
of  judging  and  ascertaining  the  truth  of  what  he  states.    '*  The  natives  of 
the  H^^andsand  Isles  possess  a  d^ee  of  civilization,  that,  by  those  who 
had  never  been  amongst  them,  would  hardly  be  believed.    Attention  to 
the  gveat  laws  of  morality,  as  confirmed  and  supported  by  religion,  is  no« 
where  more  complete ;  in  no  part  of  the  world  is  property  more  secure.   A 
stranger  in  these  regions,  beharii^  inofibn&ively,  will  not  only  travel  in 
perfect  safbty,  but  be  kindly  receiv^,  and  welcomed  with  affectionate  hos- 
pitality.   On  these  unknown  coasts,  shipwrecks  must  sometimes  happen ; 
and,  in  all  cases  of  that  nature^  the  mariners  are  not  only  saved,  where  it 
poasibly  can  be  done,  and  kindly  entertained,  but  their  property  is  secured 
and  preserved  with  a  degree  of  care,  that  reflects  the  niguest  honour  on 
the  natives.    During  the  winter  of  1784-5,  a  vessel,  navigated  by  Danish 
seamen,  having  struck  on  a  rock  west  of  Icolmkill,  the  men,  afVaid  of 
ainkinff,  took  to  their  boat,  and  made  fbr  that  isbnd,  leaving  the  vessel, 
with  tne  sails  set,  to  drive  with  the  wind  and  tide.    Som^  of  the  natives, 
seeing  the  vessel  rolling,  without  being  under  proper  management,  put  off 
to  the  ship,  and,  finding  no  body  on  board,  tooK  possession  of  her,  and  car« 
ried  her  mto  Loch  Scridan  in  MjilL    The  mariners,  seeing  their  vessel 
safely  moored,  went  and  claimed  her,  and,  without  hesitation  or  dispute, 
obtamed  fldl  possession,  without  any  salvage  or  other  charge  being  made, 
save  a  few  shuhngs  to  Uie  men  who  brought  her  in.    The  ship  and  cargo 
were  then  entrusted  to  the  fkrmer  of  the  land  adjoining  the  port  in  whidi 
she  lay>  who,  for  a  very  trifling  consideration,  insured  the  whole  cargo  to 
the  owners,  and  delivered  it  over  to  them  some  months  afVerwards,  com* 
plete,  and  in  sood  order.    Another  vessel  was  put  ashore  about  the  same 
time  in  the  Island  of  CoU,  the  cargo  of  which  was,  in  like  manner,  saved 
by  Mr  Maclean,  the  respectable  chief  and  laird  of  the  island. 

''About  the  same  time,  two  large,  vessels,  belonging  to  Clyde,  went 
ashore  in  the  Island  of  Islay ;  one  of  them  contained  on  board  ten  thou« 

*  Tokuid*i  History  of  the  Druids.    London^  printed  1700. 
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sand  pminds  in  specie.  As  these  vesaels  were  not  under  tnanagement, 
meteiy  because  of  the  siduiese  and  laaaitikie  of  the  ciew,  as  often  happeoB 
ham  a  long  voyi^^  although  the  weather  was  not  tempestuonSy  the  car- 
goea  were  taken  out,  and  placed  along  the  shores  in  the  best  way  they 
could.  The  vessek  were  then  got  ofi>  and  when  the  articles  of  the  two 
caigoes  were  coUected  together,  there  was  not  one  thhig  missing,  save  one 
barrel  of  tar,  which  had  probably  been  hove  over  board,  or  lost  thnwgh 
carelessness.  But  the  most  singular  instance  of  the  kind  I  met  with  was 
the  following.  A  vessel  fh>m  Ireland,  laden  widi  linen  yam,  was  sdmd- 
ed  in  Islav.  The  weather  happened  to  become  easy,  and  the  csigo  was 
got  out ;  but  as  it  was  drenched  in  salt  water,  it  became  necessary  to  have 
ttie  whole  washed  in  fresh  water.  This  was  done  in  a  river  that  vraanesr, 
and  the  yam  spread  about  aJong  some  extensive  fields  near  the  short. 
Several  hundred  persons  were  employed  in  this  work  for  several  wedks. 
Yarn  is  the  staple  manufacture  of  the  island,  so  that  the  temptation  ibr 
embesxlement  was  very  great,  ta  a  discovery  in  these  circumstances  would 
have  been  extremdy  difficult.  Yet  when  the  whcde  vras  collected  toge« 
ther,  to  the  utter  astonishment  of  the  parties  concerned,  a  very  few  hauB 
of  Uie  yam,  (about  five  or  six  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,)  value  about 
two  or  three  shillings,  were  wanting. 

"  I  gfadiy  record  these  instances  of  honesty  and  friendly  care  of  the  nn* 
fertunate.  How  difierent  from  what  I  have  been  witness  to  on  ihe  coast 
of  England  and  Ireland !"  * 

In  a  recent  scientific  work,  the  ingenious  author  speaks  of  the  hospi* 
tahty  of  the  Highlanders,  as  forming  a  striking  contrast  with  their  exor« 
bitant  demands,  when  pavment  is  expected.  These  demands  (as  stated  by 
Dr  Macculloch)  are  much  at  variance  with  Mr  Fraser's  statement  Both 
are  substantiBlly  correct.  "  This  habitual  extortion,"  says  the  Doctor, 
**  presents  an  amusing,  but  not  an  inexplicable  contrast  to  the  hospitidity, 
which  every  one  who  has  travelled  in  this  country  must  also  have  expe* 
rienced.  The  milk  is  mven  with  the  utmost  generosity,  but  if  purchased, 
even  from  the  same  individual,  ten  times  the  value  is  required."  t  This 
inconsiitency,  as  tliis  able  Geolc^t  justly  observes,  is  not  inexplicable. 
The  hospitality  and  kindness  to  stransers  proceed  from  the  natural  db« 
position ;  the  exorbitant  demand  for  that  which,  under  other  circumstan- 
ces. Would  be  presented  with  dieerftilness,  proceeds  from  that  tnifii<^ng 
spirit  which  has  now  reached  the  Highlands,  and  is  gradually  superseding 
all  mratuitous  kindness  and  disinterested  hospitality.  Men  who  are'not  in 
the  nabit  of  demanding  payment  for  hospitality,  or  even  for  some  species 
of  personal  services,  know  not  what  to  ask.  The  man  who  would  asx  two 
shillings  for  a  quart  of  milk,  would  work  a  whole  day  ibr  one  shilling,  or 
eighteen  pence.  A  Highland  lad  will  enlist  to  serve  £bt  life,  along  with  a 
friend,  for  a  trifling  or  nominal  bounty ;  but  if  an  attempt  be  made  to 
bargain  with  the  same  lad,  no  sum,  perhaps,  will  tempt  him  to  enlist;  or 
if  he  do  listen  to  nroposals,  he  will  demand  a  sum  out  of  all  reason.  I 
have  seen  Highlona  soldiers  spring  forward  to  cover  their  officers  from  the 
shot  of  the  enemy ;  I  have  seen  them  endeavouring  to  restrain  their  offi* 
eers,  and  to  keeo  them  back,  and  under  cover,  while  they  frdlv  exposed 
themselves,  in  ttie  expectation  of  diverting  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
from  their  commanders ;  and  I  have  seen  the  same  soldiers  disputing  a 

*  See  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Abbot,  Speaker  of  the  House  o|l 
Commons,  on  the  best  Means  of  Improvement  of  the  Coasts  and  Western  Ides  o^ 
Scotland,  and  the  extension  of  the  White  Fisheries,  by  Robert  Fzaser,  Esq. 

f  Dr  MaccaUoch's  Dsscription  of  the  Western  Islo. 
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penny  in  their  acoonnU  with  the  some  officers,  and  this,  perhaps,  only  a  few 
days  after  this  vohintary  hasard  of  their  lives  to  shelter  them. 

G.  Page  40. 

Thb  most  noted  of  these  was  Uie  celeiwated  Robert  Maqgregor  Camp- 
bell,  or  Rob  Roy,  wdi  known,  in  his  own  and  after  times,  as  the  most 
darhig  fteebooler  of  his  day,  and  latterly  celebrated  by  the  great  and  fidth* 
fill  Delineator  t£  the  character  and  manners  of  our  countrymen,  who  has 
recalled  to  the  recollection  of  the  aged,  scenes  and  circumstances  which 
they  had  almost  ftorgotten,  showed  to  the  young  what  their  fore&thers 
saw  in  their  days,  and  taught  all  to  appreciate  the  blessing  of  living  n»- 
der  laws  which  protect  their  persons  and  property,  and  which  fbrbid  the 
injured  or  the  turbulent  to  redress  their  grievances  by  the  sword*  Much, 
fjerhans  too  much,  has  already  been  said  about  thia  man  ;  but  as  his  ao* 
tiotts  nave  formed  the  sulgect  of  one  of  the  most  popular  works  of  the 
M^,  it  may  be  desirable  to  state  a  few  particulars  explanatory  of  his  birth, 
character,  and  conduct,  and  also  of  the  primary  cause  of  his  adopting  tho 
lawless  course  of  life  whidi  he  led  fin-  many  years.  The  few  notices  which 
foUow  may  be  considered  as  perfectly  authentic,  bdng  communicated  by 
men  who  were  either  sharera  in  his  different  exploits,  or  were  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  leader  and  many  of  his  fi)llowen. 

The  fiither  of  the  present  Mr  Stewart  of  Ardvorlich  knew  Rob  Roy  in* 
timately,  and  attended  his  fVmeral  in  17916,  the  last  at  which  a  piper  offi- 
ciated in  the  Highknds  of  Perthahire.  *  The  kite  Mr  Stewart  of  Bohallie, 
Mr  Macnab  of  Inchewan,  and  several  gentlemen  of  my  acquaintance,  also 
knew  Rob  Roy  aoid  his  fiunily.  Alexander  Stewart,  one  of  his  fdllowera, 
afterwards  enlisted  in  the  Black  Watch*  He  was  wounded  at  Fontenoy, 
and  discharged  with  a  pension  in  1748.  Some  time  after  this  period  he 
was  engaged  by  my  grandmother,  then  a  widow,  as  a  grieve  to  oirect  and 
take  charge  of  the  farm-servants.  In  this  situation  he  proved  a  &ithftil 
trust-worthy  servant,  and  was  by  my  &ther  continued  in  his  situation  till 
his  death.  He  told  many  anecdotes  of  Rob  Roy  and  his  party,  among 
whom  he  was  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  Bailie,  a  title  which  be 
ever  after  retained.  It  was  before  him  that  people  were  sworn,  when  it 
was  necessary  to  bind  them  to.secrecy. 

Robert  Macgtegpr  Campbell  f  was  a  younger  son  of  Mr  Macgregor 
of  Glengyle,  (a  respectable  tlunily  in  Pertlikhire,)  by  a  daughter  of  Camp- 
bell of  Glenlyon,  sister  to  the  commander  at  the  massacre  of  Glenco. 
He  was  bom  some  time  between  1657  and  1660,  and  married  Helen 
Campbell  of  the  fiiroily  of  Glenfidloch.  As  cattle  was  at  that  period 
the  principal  marketable  produce  of  the  hills,  the  younger  sons  of 

*  The  pipers  on  these  occasions  played  a  solemn  dirge,  which  served  the  same 
purpose  as  bells  in  towns,  omna  in  churches,  and  hands  of  music  at  military 
funerals  or  executions.  The  difi^noe  was  only  in  the  instruments  used  t  the  cause 
and  effect  were  the  same  in  alL 

•f  After  the  name  of  Macgregor  was  suppressed  by  act  of  Parliament  in  1622,  in- 
dividuals of  the  dan  assumed  the  names  of  the  chiefs  or  landlords  on  whose  estates 
tfaey  lived,  or  adopted  the  names  of  such  men  of  rank  and  power  as  could  $fSnd 
then  ptolectkm.  Thus  Rob  Aoy  iosk  the  name  of  his  friend  and  protector  the 
Duke  of  Axgyle,  irtiile  his  son  James,  putting  himself  under  the  protection  of  the 
family  of  Perth,  took  the  name  of  Drummond.  I%is  cruel  and  degndinff  act  was 
repealed  in  177&  Now  the  dan  Macgr^r  may  assume  and  sign  their  own 
^Barnes  to  bonds  and  ^fiedB^  (formerly  no  document  signed  by  a  Macgregor  was  legal,) 
ISnt  numbers  do  not  avail  tliemsdves  of  this  indul^nce.  Many  Mo^gregors  have 
not  assumed  their  origbial  name. 
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gentlemoi  had  few  other  nieun  of  procanng  an  independent  gobnat- 
enoe,  than  by  engaging  in  this  aort  of  traffic      At  an  early  period 
Rob  Roy  was  one  of  the  moat  respectable  and  socoeasftil  drovers  in  his 
district.    Before  the  year  1707  he  had  purchased  of  the  ikmily  of  Mon- 
trose the  lands  of  Craigrostane,  on  the  banks  of  Lochlamond,  atid 
had  relicFed  some  heavy  debts  on  his  nephew's  estate  of  Glengyle. 
While  in  this  prosperous  state,  he  continued  respected  for  his  honour- 
aUe  dealings  both  in  the  Lowlands  and  Hig^ilands.    Previonaly  to  the 
Union  no  cattle  had  been  permitted  to  pass  the  English  bolder.    A»  a 
boon  or  encouragement,  however,  to  conciliate  the  people  to  that  measore, 
a  ft«e  interoonrae  was  allowed.    The  Marquis  of  Montrose,  created  Dnke 
die  same  year,  one  of  the  most  zealoua  partisans  of  the  Union,  was  the 
first  to  take  advantage  of  this  privilege,  and  immediately  entered  into 
partnership  with  Rob  Roy,  who  was  to  purchase  the  pattle  and  drive  them 
to  Enghmd  for  sale;  the  Duke  and  he  advancing  an  equal  sum,  (10,000 
merka  each,  a  Urgd  sum  in  those  days,  when  the  priee  of  the  best  ok  or 
oow  waa  aeldom  twenty  shiUingB,)  all  tranaactiona  beyond  this  amount 
to  be  on  oedit.    The  pordiases  having  been  completed,  Maq;regQr  drove 
them  to  England ;  but  so  many  people  had  enterra  into  the  aame  speen- 
lation,  that  the  maiket  waa  completely  overstocked,  and  the  cattle  sokl  fbr 
much  less  than  prime  coat.    Mapgregor  returned  home,  and  went  to  the 
Duke  to  settle  the  account  of  their  partnership,  and  to  pay  the  money  ad- 
vanced with  the  deduction  of  the  loss.    The  Duke,  it  is  said,  would  oon- 
aent  to  no  deduction,  but  insisted  on  principal  and  interest    ''  In  that 
caae,  my  Lord,"  said  Macgregor,  "  if  these  be  your  principles,  I  shall  not 
make  it  my  principle  to  nay  the  interest,  nor  my  interest  to  pay  the  prin- 
cipal ;  80  if  your  Grace  ao  not  stand  your  share  of  the  loss,  you  vdU  nave 
no  money  from  me."   On  this  ihej  separated.    No  settlement  of  acooants 
followed,  the  one  insisting  on  retaming  the  money  unless  the  other  wondd 
consent  to  bear  his  share  of  the  loss.    Nothimr  decisive  waa  done  till  the 
Rebellion  d"  1716,  when  Rob  Roy  "  was  out,    his  nephew  Glengyle  com- 
manding a  numerous  body  of  the  Macgregors,  but  under  the  control  of 
hia  uncle's  superior  judgment  and  experience.     On  this  occasion  die 
Duke  of  Montrose's  share  of  the  cattle  speculation  was  expended.     The 
next  year  his  Grace  took  legal  means  to  recover  his  money,  and  got  pos- 
session of  the  lands  of  Croigrostane  on  account  of  his  debt.    This  render- 
ed Mof^egor  desperate.    Determined  that  his  Grace  should  not  enjoy 
his  lands  with  impunity,  he  collected  a  band  of  about  twenty  fbllowera, 
declared  open  war  against  him,  and  gave  up  his  old  oonrae  of  regular 
drovinj^  declaring  that  the  estate  of  Montrose  should,  in  ftttnre,  supply 
him  with  cattle,  and  that  he  would  make  the  Duke  rue  the  day  he  quar- 
relled with  him.    He  kept  his  word ;  and  for  nearly  thirty  years,  that  is, 
till  tlie  day  of  his  death,  r^nilarly  levied  contributions  on  the  Duke  and 
his  tenants,  not  by  nightly  depreaations  and  robberies,  but  in  broad  day, 
and  in  a  systematic  manner ;  on  an  appointed  time  making  a  complete 
sweep  of  all  the  cattle  of  a  district ;  always  passing  over  those  not  beloDff- 
ing  to  the  Duke's  estate,  or  the  estates  of  his  fHends  and  adherents :  And, 
having  previously  given  notice  where  he  was  to  be  on  a  certain  day  with 
his  cattle,  he  was  met  there  by  people  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  to 
whom  he  sold  them  publicly.    These  meetings,  or  trystes,  as  ihey  were 
called,  were  held  in  di£^ent  parts  of  the  country ;  sometimes  the  cattle 
were  driven  south,  but  ofVener  to  the  north  and  west,  where  the  influenoe 
of  his  friend  the  Duke  of  Argyle  protected  him. 

When  the  cattle  were  in  this  manner  driven  away,  the  tenants  paid  no 
rent,  so  that  the  Duke  was  the  ultimate  sufferer.    But  he  was  made  to 
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Miffar  in  every  wav.  The  rents  of  the  lower  farms  were  partly  paid  in 
grain  and  meal^  which  was  generally  lodged  in  a  store-house  or  granary 
called  Agirnal,  near  the  Loch  of  Monteath.  When  Macgregor  wanted  a 
supply  of  meal,  he  sent  notice  to  a  certain  numher  of  the  Duke's  tenants 
to  meet  him  at  the  gimal^  on  a  certain  day,  with  their  horses  to  carry 
home  his  meal.  They  met  accordingly^  when  he  ordered  the  horses  to  he 
loaded^  and,  giving  a  regular  receipt  to  his  Grace's  storekeeper  for  the 

guantity  taken,  he  marched  away,  always  entertaining  the  people  very 
andsomely,  axid  careful  never  to  take  the  meal  till  it  had  heen  lodged  in 
the  Duke's  store-house,  in  payment  of  rent.    When  the  money  rents  were 
paid>  Macgregor  frequently  attended.    On  one  occasimi,  when  Mr  Graham 
of  EiUearn  (^e  factor)  had  collected  the  tenants  to  pay  their  rents, 
aU  Rob  Roy's  men  happened  to  beahsent  except  Alexander  Stewart, "  the 
Bailie,"  whom  I  have  already  mentioned.    With  this  sin^e  attenduit,  he 
descended  to  Chi^ellairoch,  where  the  ftctor  and  the  tenants  were  as- 
sembled.    He  reached  the  house  after  it  was  dark,  and  looking  in  at  a 
window,  saw  Killeam,  surrounded  by  a  number  of  the  tenants,  with  a 
bag  full  of  monev  which  he  had  received,  and  was  in  the  act  of  depositing 
in  a*  press  or  cupooard ;  at  the  same  time  nving,  that  he  would  cheerftdly 
give  all  in  the  bag  for  Rob  Roy's  head.    This  notification  was  not  lost  on 
the  outside  visitor,  who  instantly  gave  orders  in  a  loud  voice  to  place  two 
men  at  each  window,  two  at  eadi  corner,  and  four  at  each  of  two  doors, 
thus  appearing  to  have  twenty  men.     Immediately  the  door  opened,  and 
he  waficed  in  with  his  attendant  close  behind,  each  armed  with  a  swcn-d  in 
his  right  and  &  pistol  in  his  left  hand,  and  with  dirks  and  pistols  slung  in 
their  helts.     The  company  started  up,  but  he  desired  them  to  sit  down, 
as  his  business  was  only  with  Killearn,  whom  he  desired  to  hand  down 
the  bog  and  put  it  on  the  table.     When  this  was  done,  he  desired  the 
money  to  be  counted  and  proper  receipts  to  be  drawn  out,  certifying  that 
he  received  the  money  from  the  Duke  of  Montrose's  agent,  as. the  Duke's 
property,  the  tenants  having  paid  their  rents,  so  that  no  after  demand 
ooiud  be  made  on  them,  on  account  of  this  transaction ;  and  finding  that 
some  of  the  people  had  not  obtained  receipts,  he  desired  the  ftctor  to  grant 
them  immediately,  ''  to  show  his  Grace,"  said  he,  *^  that  it  is  fW>m  him 
I  take  the  money,  and  not  fVom  these  honest  men  who  have  paid  him." 
After  the  whole  was  concluded,  he  ordered  supper,  saying,  that  as  he  had 

Sot  the  purse,  it  was  proper  he  should  pay  toe  bill,  and  after  they  had 
rank  heartilv  together  for  several  hours,  he  called  hia  Bailie  to  produce 
his  dirk  and  lay  it  naked  on  the  table.  Killeam  was  then  sworn,  that  he 
would  not  move,  nor  direct  any  one  else  to  move,  fVom  that  spot  for  an 
hour  after  the  departure  of  Iflapeiregor,  who  thus  cautioned  him  :  "  If 
you  break  your  oath,  you  know  what  you  are  to  expect  in  the  next  world, 
and  in  this,"  pointins  to  his  dirk.  He  then  walked  away,  and  was  be- 
yond pursuit  before  the  hour  expired. 

At  another  collection  of  rents  by  the  same  gentleman,  Macgregor  made 
his  appearance  and  carried  him  away  with  his  servants,  to  a  small  island 
in  the  west  end  of  Loch  Cathrine ;  and  having  kept  him  there  for  several 
days,  entertaining  him  in  the  best  manner,  as  a  Duke's  representative 
ought  to  be,  he  dismissed  him,  with  the  usual  receipts  and  compliments  to 
his  Grace.  In  this  manner  did  this  extraordinary  man  live,  in  open  vio- 
lation and  defiance  of  the  laws,  and  died  peaceably  in  his  bed  when  nearlv 
eighty  years  of  age.  His  funeral  was  attended  by  all  the  country  rouna, 
high  and  low,  the  Duke  of  Montr<)se  and  his  immediate  friends  only  ex- 
cepted. How  such  things  could  happen  at  so  late  a  period,  must  appear 
jncredihle ;  and  this,  too,  within  thirty  miles  of  the  garrisons  of  Stirling 
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and  Dumbarton^  and  the  populous  dty  of  Glasgow ;  and,  indeed,  with  a 
sraali  garrison  stationed  at  Inversnaid,  in  the  lieart  of  the  country,  and 
on  the  estate  which  had  belonged  to  Macgregor,  for  the  express  pur- 

Cof  checking  his  depredations.  The  truth  is,  the  thing  could  not 
)  happened,  had  it  not  been  for  the  peculiarity  of  die  man's  cha- 
racter ;  for,  with  all  his  lawless  spoilationa  and  unremitting  acts  of  ven- 
geanoe  and  robbery  against  tlie  Montrose  family,  he  had  not  an  enemy  in 
the  country,  beyond  the  sphere  of  their  influence.  He  nerer  hurt  or 
middled  with  the  [»roperty  of  a  poor  man,  and,  as  I  have  stated,  was  al- 
ways careful  that  his  great  enemy  should  be  the  principal  and  the  only 
sufferer.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  it  was  quite  impossible  that,  notwi^* 
atanding  all  his  enterprise,  address,  intrepidity,  and  vigilance,  he  could 
have  long  escaped  in  a  populous  country,  with  a  warlike  people  well  quo- 
lifled  to  execute  any  dfliring  expldt,  such  as  the  seizure  of  this  man,  liad 
they  been  his  enemies  and  willing  to  do  so.  Instead  of  which,  he  liyed 
socially  among  them,  that  is,  as  social  as  on  outlaw,  always  under  a  certain 
degree  of  alarm,  could  do ;  giving  the  education  of  gentlemen  to  his  sons,* 
fVequenting  the  most  populous  towns,  and  whether  in  Edinburgh,  Perth, 
or  Glasgow,  equally  safe,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  di^layed  great  and 
masterly  address  in  avoiding,  or  calling  for  public  notice. 

lliese  instances  of  his  address  struck  terror  into  the  minds  of  the 
troops,  whom  he  often  defeated  and  out-generaled.  One  of  these  instan- 
ces occurred  in  Breadalbane,  when  an  officer  and  forty  chosen  men  were 
sent  out  after  him.  The  party  creased  through  Glen&uoch  to  Tynedmm, 
and  Macgregor,  who  had  fhll  information  of  all  their  movements,  was, 
with  a  party,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  He  put  himself  in  the 
disguise  of  a  beggar,  with  a  bag  of  meal  hung  on  his  bock,  (in  those  days, 
alms  were  always  bestowed  in  produce,)  went  to  the  inn  at  Tynedmm 
where  the  party  was  quartered,  walked  into  the  kitchen  with  great  seem- 
ing indifference,  and  sat  down  among  the  soldiers.  They  soon  found  the 
beggar  a  lively,  sarcastic  fellow,  when  they  b^on  to  attempt  some  practi- 
cal jokes  upon  him.  He  pretended  to  lie  very  angry,  and  threatened  to 
inform  Rob  Roy,  who  would  quickly  show  them  they  were  not  to  give, 
with  impunity,  such  usage  to  a  poor  and  harmless  person.  He  was  im- 
mediately asked  what  he  knew  of  Rob  Roy,  and  if  he  could  tell  where  he 
was.  On  his  answering  that  he  knew  him  well,  and  where  he  was,  the 
Serjeant  informed  the  officer,  who  immediately  sent  fbr  him. 

After  some  conversation,  the  b^gor  consented  to  accompany  them  to 
Crianlarich,  a  few  miles  distant,  where  he  said  Rob  Roy  and  his  men 
were,  and  that  he  believed  their  arms  were  lodged  in  one  house,  while 
they  were  sitting  in  another.    He  added,  that  Rob  Roy  was  very  friendly 

*  One  of  bis  sons,  who  died  not  many  years  ago,  was  very  young  at  his  father's 
death,  and  did  not  receive  an  equally  good  education  with  his  brotiiers.  Another 
ton,  James  Drummond  Macgregor,  was  implicated  with  his  brother  Robert  in 
carrying  off  by  force  a  rich  widow,  whom  he  afterwards  married.  For  this  crime 
they  were  tried  and  condemned.  Robert  was  executed  in  17^3,  but  Jame^  escaped 
from  prison  and  fled  to  France,  where  he  lived  in  great  poverty ;  and,  being  a  man 
of  considerable  talent  and  address,  was  ofieUHl  a  sum  of  money  for  communicating 
intelliffence — in  short,  to  be  employed  as  a  spy  for  the  Frendi  Government.  An 
ideaofhis  education,  and  of  his  principles,  may  be  formed  from  some  letters  publislu 
ed  in  Blackwood^s  Magazine  in  1818 ;  and  from  his  rejection  of  an  employment  which 
he  considered  dishonourable  in  itself,  and  detrimental  to  the  good  of  his  country, 
although  banished  from  it,  and  having  little  prospect  of  being  ever  permitted  to  re- 
turn.  He  died  in  France  in  great  poverty,  being  chiefly  supported  by  some  bene* 
volent  countrymen. 
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and  sometimes  joked  with  him^  and  put  him  at  the  head  of  his  table ;  and^ 
'*  when  it  is  dork,"  said  he,  **  I  will  go  forward,  you  will  follow  in  half 
an  liour,  and,  when  near  the  house,  rush  on,  place  your  men  at  theliack  of 
the  house,  ready  to  seize  on  the  arms  of  the  Highlanders,  while  vou  shall 
go  round  to  the  front  with  the  seijeant  and  two  men,  walk  in,  and  call  out 
that  the  whole  areT  your  prisoners ;  and  don't  be  surprised  although  you  see 
ine  at  the  head  of  the  company."  As  they  marched  on,  they  had  to  pass  a^ra* 
pid  stream  at  Dalrie,  a  spot  celebrated  on  account  of  the  defeat  of  Robert 
Bruce,  by  Macdougal  of  Lorn,  in  the  year  1304.  Here  the  soldiers  asked 
their  merry  friend  the  beggar  to  carry  them  through  on  his  back.  This 
he  did,  sometimes  taking  two  at  a  time  till  he  took  the  whole  over,  de« 
manding  a  penny  fnym  each  for  his  trouble.  When  it  was  dark  they  push- 
eel  y  I,  (the  be^q^ar  having  gone  before,)  the  officer  following  the  airec- 
tion)  of  his  guide,  and  darting  into  the  house  with  the  seijeant  and  three 
soldiers.  They  had  hardly  time  to  look  to  the  end  of  the  table  where  they 
saw  the  begear  standing,  when  the  door  was  shut  behind  them,  and  they 
were  instantly  pinioned,  two  men  standing  on  each  side,  holding  pistols 
to  their  ears,  and  declaring  that  they  were  dead  men  if  they  uttered  a 
word.  The  beggar  then  went  out  and  called  in  two  more  men,  who  were 
instantly  secured,  and  so  on,  in  the  same  manner  with  the  whole  party. 
Having  been  disarmed,  they  were  placed  under  a  strong  guard  till  morning, 
when  he  gave  them  a  plentiful  breakfast,  and  released  them  on  parole,  Tthe 
Bailie  attending  with  bis  dirk,  over  which  the  officer  gave  his  parole,;  to 
return  immediately  to  their  garrison,  without  attempting  any  tning  more 
at  this  time.  Ibis  promise  Hob  Roy  made  secure^  by  keeping  their  arms 
and  ammunition  as  lawful -prize  of  war. 

Sometime  after  this,  the  same  officer  was  again  sent  after  this  noted 
character,  probably  to  retrieve  his  former  mishap;  In  this  expedition  he 
was  more  fortunate,  for  he  took  two  of  the  freebooters  prisoners  in  the 
higher  parts  of  Breadalbane,  near  the  scene  of  the  former  expjoit,  but  the 
conclusion  was  nearly  similar.  He  lost  no  time  in  proceeding  in  the 
direction  of  Perth,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  his  prisoners  in  jail,  but 
Rob  Roy  was  equally  al^rt  in  pursuiu  His  men  marched  in  a  parallel 
line  with  the  soldiers^  who  kept  along  the  bottom  of  the  valley  on  the 
south  side  of  Loch  Tay,  while  the  ouiers  kept  close  up  the  side  of  the 
hill,  anxiously  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  dash  down  and  rescue 
their  comrades,  if  they  saw  any  remissness  or  want  of  attention  on 
the  part  of  the  soldiers.  Nothing  of  this  kind  ofiered,  and  the  par* 
ty  had  passed  Tay  Bridge,  near  which  they  halted  and  slept  Macgre* 
gor  now  saw  that  something  must  soon  be  done  or  never,  as  they  would 
speedily  gain  the  low  country  and  be  out  of  his  reach.  In  the  course  of 
the  night  he  procured  a  number  of  goat-skins  and  cords,  with  which  he 
dressed  himself  and  his  party  in  the  wildest  manner  possible^  and,  push- 
ing fbrward  before  daylight,  took  post  near  the  road  side,  in  a  thidc  wood 
below  GrandtuUy  Castle.  When  the  soldiers  came  in  a  line  with  thepar^* 
ty  in  ambush,  the  Highlanders,  with  one  leap,  darted  down  upon  them, 
uttering  such  veils  and  shouts,  as,  along  with  their  fVightftd  appearance, 
so  confounded  the  soldiers,  that  they  were  overpowered  and  disarmed 
without  a  man  being  hurt  on  either  side.  Rob  Roy  kept  the  arms  and 
ammunition,  released  the  soldiers,  and  marched  away  in  triumph  with  his 
rescued  men. 

The  terror  of  his  name  was  much  increicised  by  exploits  like  thesef 
which,  perhaps,  lost  nothing  by  the  telling,  as  the  soldiers  would  not 
probably  be  inclined  to  diminish  the  danger  and  fatigues  of  a  duty  in 
which  they  were  so  often  defeated.    But  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  the 
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tlorieB  pfeaerred  and  idsted  of  this  man  and  his  actioosy  whidi  wete  aU 
wiys  daring  and  well  omtriye^  often  sneoeiafiil,  hut  never  directed  against 
the  poor,  nor  prompted  in  rerenge,  except  against  the  Puke  of  Montioae, 
and  without  an  instance  of  murder  or  blooduied  committed  by  any  of  his 
partjr>  except  in  their  own  defence.  *  In  his  war  against  the  Montroae 
Ismily  he  was  supported  and  abetted  by  the  Duke  of  Arg;yle,  from  whom 
he  always  leodred  shdter  idien  hard  preaaed,  or,  to  use  a  huntmg  term^ 
when  he  waa  in  danger  of  being  earthed  by  the  troops,  f  These  two 
powerful  fkmilies  were  still  rivals,  although  Montrose  had  left  the  Tories 
and  joined  Aivjle  and  Uie  Whig  interest.  It  is  said  that  Montnxe  re- 
proached Aiffyle  in  the  House  of  Peers  with  protecting  the  robber  Rob 
Boy,  when  the  latter,  widi  his  usual  eloauenoe  and-  address,  parried  off 
the  accusation,  (which  he  could  not  deny,)  oy  jocuhffly  answering,  that,  if 
he  protected  a  robber,  the  o^er  supported  him. 

H.  Page  61. 

This  man  had  been  a  seijeant  in  the  French  service,  and  came  over 
to  Scotland  in  the  year  1745.  From  his  large  size  he  was  called  Serjeant 
Mor.  Having  no  settled  abode,  and  dreading  the  conaequence  of  having 
served  in  die  army  of  France,  and  of  being  afterwards  engi^ed  in  the  Rebd- 
lion,  he  formed  a  party  of  outlaws,  and  took  up  liis  residence  among  the 
mountains  between  the  counties  of  Perth,  Inverness,  and  Aigvle.  While 
he  plundered  the  cattle  of  those  whom  be  called  his  enemies,  he  protected 
the  property  of  his  friends,  and  frequently  made  people  on  the  barden  of 
the  Lowlands  purchase  his  forbearance  by  the  payment  of  Blaek  MaiL 
Many  stories  aro  told  of  this  man.  On  one  occasion  he  met  with  an  offi- 
cer of  the  garriaon  of  Fort- William  on  the  mountains  of  Lodiaber.  '^e 
officer  told  him  that  he  suspected  he  bad  lost  his  way,  and,  having  a  large 
sum,  of  moiyy  for  the  garriaon,  was  sfraid  of  meeting  the  Seijeant  Mor; 
he,  therefore,  requested  that  the  stranger  would  acoomnany  him  on  hia 
road.  The  other  agreed ;  -and,  while  uey  walked  on,  tney  talked  mndi 
of  the  Seirjeant  and  his  feats,  the  officer  using  much  freedom  with  his 
name,  calhng  him  robber,  murderer. — *'  Stop  then,"  inteiTvq>ied  his  com- 
panion, ''  he  does  indeed  take  the  cattle  c^  the  Whigs  and  you  Sassanachs, 
Dut  neither  he  nor  his  ceamachs  ever  shed  innocent  blood ;  except  once," 
added  he,  "  that  I  waa  unfortunate  at  Braemar,  when  a  man  was  killed, 
but  I  immediately  ordered  the  creaeh  (the  spoil)  to  be  abandoned,  and 
left  to  the  owners,  retreating  as  &st  aa  we  could  after  such  a  misfortune." 
"  You,**  says  the  officer,  "  what  had  you  to  do  with  the  affiur.^^"  "  I 
am  Jciuk  Du  Cameron— ^T  am  the  Seijeant  Mor;  there  ia  the  road  to  In* 
verlochay— -you  cannot  now  mistake  it.  You  and  your  money  are  safe. 
Tell  ydur  governor  to  send  a  more  wary  messenger  for  hia  gold.  Teli 
him  also,  that,  although  an  outlaw,  and  forced  to  uve  on  the  public^  I  am 
a  soldier  aa  wdl  aa  himself,  and  would  despise  taking  his  gola  from  a  de« 

*  It  is  laid  that  the  last  rencountfer  Macgrcgor  had  was  a  dud  with  Mr  Stewart 
of  AidahieL  They  fought  with  the  broad  gword.  Macgrcgor  bein^  then  far  ad- 
vanced in  yean,  and  very  oorpulent,  gave  up  the  contest,  after  receivmg  a  cut  in  the 
chin. 

^  -h  A  cave  under  Craigrostane,  and  doee  to  Lodilomood,  is  pointed  oat  as  one  of 
his  hiding  places.  If,  oontiary  to  die  general  opinion  of  the  people,  he  ever  lived 
in  caves,  it  is  probable  that  he  would  not  make  dioicc  of  such  an  one  as  that  at 
Craigrostane,  whence  an  escape  would  be  impossible  if  an  enemy  discovered  the  hid- 
ing place,  and  guarded  tlie  entrance.  Rob  Roy  was  not  a  man  likely  to  trust  him- 
•elf  in  such  a  place  on  any  emergency,  or  danger  from  an  enemy. 


fbncelefls  man  .who  confided  in  me."  The  officer  lost  do  Ume  in  reaching 
the  garrison,  and  neyer  foigot  the  advepture^  which  he  frequently  related. 

Some  time  after  this>  JtSe  Seijeant  Mor  waa  betrayed  by  a  treacheroua 
firiend^  and  taken  by^  painty  Mnder  ihe  command  bf  Lieutenant  (afterw 
wards  Sir  Hector)  Munrp.  This  happened  at  the  farm  of  Dunan^  in  Ran* 
noch,  where  he  was  .in  the  habit  of  skepinf;  in  safety,  till  that  night,  when 
it  is  said  that  his  landloid  sent  notice  to  Lieutenant  Mimro,  who  was  staf- 
tioned  two  miles  distapt.  iCameron  slept  ip  a  bam ;  his  arms  having,  aa 
was  supposed,  been  seioredy  reipoved,  by  his  fidse^end.  He  waa  round 
asleep,  and  the  soldiers  ^rushed  in  and  aelied  tnm  ;  but,  bdns  a  powerftd 
man,  he  shook  them  41  off,  and  made  his  way  ;tp  the  door,  wnere  he  wap 
overpowered  by  those  on  the  .outside.  0e  thn^w  off  x>ne  of  the  soldiers 
with  such  force  against  the  wall  of  the  baixi^  that  he  was  long  disabled  by 
the  bruises.  Cameron  was  carried  to  jPerth,  and  tried  beCbve  the  Court  of 
Justiciary  for  the  murder  in  Braemar,'  and  various  acta  pf  theft  and  cattle 
stealing.  One  of  these  acU  of  theft  waa  atealing  fltmi  the  Du)ce  of  AthoU's 
parka  at  Blair  two  wedders,  which  the  party  killed  for  food,  on  their  re- 
treat ftom  Braemar.  Cameron  waa  exe^ut^  at  Perth  on  ihe  g^  Novem- 
ber 1753,  and  hung  in  chaips. 

It  was  then  the  practice,  in  the  Court  of  Justiciary,  to  call  the  Doom- 
ster  Tan  officer  so  called)  into  Court  after  sentence  of  death  was  passed, 
to  place  his  hand  on  the  bead  Qf  tiie  criminal,  as  a  token  that  ne  was 
in  niture  to  be  under  his  care.  4  ^^nd  of  mine,  who  was  present  at  this 
trial,  informed  me,  that  when  the  Doomster  approached  the  Seijeant  Mor, 
he  exclaimed,  "  Keep  the  caitiff  qfi>  let  hpn  not  touch  me;''  and  stretch- 
ing his  arms  aa  if  to  strike,  the  Bobmster  wa^  so  terrified  by  his  look^ 
action,  and  voice,  that  he  shrunk  bade,  and  reared  firpm  the  Court,  withr 
out  going  through  the  usual  oerempny* 

.  L  Page  66. 

Bbaoue.  in  his  history  of  the  Scotch  Campaigps  of  1648  and  16A9,  dek 
scribing  the  battle  of  Pinkie,  in  which  the  Sx>ts  were  defeated,  says, 
"  The  Highlanders,  who  show  their  courage  on  all  qcwfins,  gave  proof 
of  their  conduct  at  this  time,  for  they  kept  together  in  one  body,  and  made 
a  very  handsome  and  orderly  retreat.  They  are  armed  with  broad  swords, 
large  bows,  and  targets." 

**  The  armour,"  savs  the  author  of  Certayne  Matters,"  in  1697,  "  with 
which  they. covered  their  bodies  in  times  of  war,  is.  an  iron  bonnet,  and 
halbersion  aide  almoat  ^ven  with  their  heels ;  the  weapons  against  their 
enemies  are  bows  and  arrows ;  they  fight  with  broad  swords  and  axes ;  in 
place  of  a  drum  thev  use  a  bagpipe ;  they  delight  much  in  music,  but 
chieflv  in  harpa  and  ctairsshoes  (clairsaeh  is  tihe  Gaelic  for  harp)  of  their 
own  &ahion.  The  author  of  "Memoirs  of  a  Cavalier,"  speaking  of  the 
Highlanders  in  the  Scotch  army  under  General  Leslie  in  1640,  says,  *^  I 
confess  the  soldiers  maJe  a  very  uncoutii  figure,  especially  the  Highlanders  ; 
the  otldness  and  barbarity  of  their  garb  and  arras  seemed  to  havie  some- 
thing in  it  remarkable.  They  were  generally  tall  swinging-looking  fel- 
lows; their  swords  were  extravagantiy  broad;  and  they  carried  large 
wooden  targets,  large  enough  to  cover  the  upper  parts  of  th^ir  bodies. 
Their  dress  was  antique  as  the  rest ;  a  flat  cap  on  tneir  heads,  called  by 
them  a  bonnet,  long  hanging  sleeves  behind,  and  their  doublets,  breeches, 
and  stockings,  of  a  stim  they  called  plaid,  striped  across  red  and  yellow, 
with  short  cloaks  of  ihe  same.  These  fellows  looked,  wnen  drawn  out, 
like  a  regiment  of  Merry  Andrews,  ready  for  Bartholomew  fair.    They  are 
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in  oompftnies  all  of  a  name,  and  therefore  call  one  another  by  bis  Chrtsttan 
name>  as  James,  John,  Rob,  and  Allister,  tliat  is  Alexander,  and  the  like ; 
and  they  scorn  to  be  commanded  but  by  one  of  their  own  clan  ot  family. 
They  are  all  gentlemen,  and  proud  enough  to  be  kings.  The  meam^st 
fellow  among  them  is  as  tenacious  of  his  honour  as  the  best  nobleman  in 
the  country,  and  they  will  fight  and  cut  one  another's  throats  for  every 
trifling  amnt ;  but  to  their  own  chiefs  or  lairds  they  are  the  wiUingost 
and  moat  obedient  fellows  in  nature.  To  give  them  their  due,  were  their 
skill  in  exercise  and  discipline  proportioned  to  their  courage,  they  would 
make  the  best  soldiers  in  the  world.    They  have  large  bodies,  and  prodi-       i 

Slous  strong,  and  two  qualities  above  all  other  nations,  viz*  hardy  to  en- 
ure fatigue,  hunger,  cold,  and  hardships,  and  wonderfuUy  swift  of  foot. 
The  latter  is  such  an  advantage  in  the^eld,  thot  I  know  none  like  it,  for 
if  they  conquer,  no  enemy  can  escape  them,  and  if  they  run,  even  the  horse 
can  hardly  overtake  them.  There  were  some  of  them,  as  I  observed  be- 
fore, went  out  in  parties  with  their  b(Xrae.  There  were  3,000  or  4,000  of 
these  in  the  Scotch  army,  armed  only  with  swords  and  targets,  and  in 
their  belts  some  of  them  had  a  pistol,  but  no  musquets  at  that  time  among 
them.  But  there  were  also  a  great  many  Scotch  regiments  of  disciplined 
men,  who,  by  their  carrying  their  arms,  looked  as  if  they  understood  their 
business,  ana  by  their  faces,  that  they  durst  see  an  enemy." 

K.  Page  67. 

Among  the  last  instances  of  bowmen  in  the  Highlands  were  two  which 
occurred  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  After  a  long  and  protracted  feud  be- 
tween the  Lairds  of  Mackintosh  and  Lochiel,  commencing  in  a  claim  of 
the  former  to  lands  held  by  the  latter.  Mackintosh^  to  enforce  his  dairo, 
raised  his  dan,  and,  assbted  by  the  Macphersons,  marcheil  to  Lochaber 
with  1,500  men.  He  was  met  by  Lochiel  with  1,200  men,  of  whom  300 
were  Macgregors.  About  300  were  armed  witli  bows.  When  preparinx; 
to  engage,  the  Earl  of  Breodalbane,  who  was  nearly  related  to  both  chiefs, 
■came  in  sight,  with  500  men,  and  sent  them  notice,  that  if  either  of  them 
refused  to  agree  to  the  terms  which  he  had  to  propose,  he  would  throw 
his  force  into  the  opposite  scale.  This  was  a  strong  argument,  and  not 
easily  re&ted.  •  After  some  hesitation,  his  o^r  of  mediation  was  accepted, 
and  the  feud  amicably  and  finally  settled. 

The  other  instance  happened  about  the  same  time,  in  a  contest  between 
the  Maodonalds  of  Glenco  and  the  Breadalbane  men.  The  former  being 
on  their  return  firom  a  foray  in  the  low  country,  attempted  to  pass  through 
Breadalbane  without  giving  due  notice,  or  paying  ihe  accustomed  compli- 
ment to  the  £arl,  who,  a  short  time  previously,  had  been  raised  to  that 
rank.  A  number  of  bis  Lordship's  followers,  and  a  great  many  others, 
who  were  assembled  at  the  castle  of  Finlarig  to  celebrate  the  marriage  of  a 
daughter  of  the  family,  enraged  at  this  insult,  Inptantly  ruslied'  to  arms, 
and  following  the  Macdonalds,  with  more  ardour  tnan  prudence,  attacked 
them  on  the  top  of  a  hill  north  firom  the  village  of  Killin,  where  they  had 
taken  post  to  defend  their  cattle.  The  assaimnts  were  driven  back  with 
great  loss,  prindpally  caused  by  the  arrows  of  the  Lochaber  men.  It  is 
•aid  that  mneteen  young  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Campbell,  immediate 
descendanU  of  the  fimiity,  fell  on  that  day.  Colonel  Menzies  of  Culdares, 
who  had  been  an  active  partizan  under  the  Marquis  of  Argyle  and  the 
Covenantera  in  the  civil  wars,  and  whose  prudent  advice  of  attacking  in 
flank  the  hot-ueaded  youth  despised,  had  nine  arrow  wounds  in  his  It'gs 
and  thiglis. 
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Tlie  yew  was  the  eoromon  material  of  the  hows  of  the  Highlanders, 

**  who  Bww, 
And  almoflt  juined  the  horna  of  the  tongh  yew.** 

Within  the  chtircfa-yurd  of  Fortingal,  Perthshire,  the  ruins  of  an  enor« 
mous  yew-tree  still  remain.  The  stem  is  now  separated  in  two  parts ; 
the  pnncipal,  although  only  a  mere  shell,  the  centre  heing  entirely  de* 
cayea,  measures  thirty-two  feet  in  circumference.  Colonel  Camphell  of 
Genlyon,  and  my  grandfather^  used  to  say,  that  when  they  were  hoys, 
(ahout  the  year  1725,)  the  parts  now  separated  were  united,  when  Uie 
-whole  stem  measured  fifty-six  feet  in  circumference.  This  venerable  re* 
lie,  which  appears  so  respectable  in  its  decay,  has  suffered  much  from  de- 
lapidations.  Tradition  sayft,  that  warriors,  at  one  time,  cut  their  bows 
fVom  it;  latterly,  dirk-maxers,  shoema](t^rs,  and  others,  made  handles  from 
it  for  their  dirks,  awls,  and  other  instruments ;  and  it  has  sufi^red  great-  . 
ly  from  the  curiosity  of  modem  tourists. 

In  the  original  charter  for  building  the  church  of  Perone,  in  Piccardy, 
dated  in  the  year  684,  a  dauae  was  inserted,  directing  the  proper  preser- 
vation of  a  yew-tree,  which  was  in  existence  in  the  year  1790,  about  1,100 
years  after  this  notice  of  it  in  the  eharter,*Hi  remarkable  instance  of  the 
durability  of  this  species  of  wood. 

« 
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Within  these  few  years,  an'  opinion  has  prevailed,  that  the  truis  is  the 
ancient  gaf b  of  the  Highlander^,  and  that  the  plaid,  kilt,  and  bonnet,  are 
of  modem  invention.  This  opinion,  adopted  by  many,  is  supported  by  a 
writer  in  the  Scots  Mi^azine  of  1798.  This  author  endeavours  to  prove 
thftt  the  plaid  and  philibeg  must  be  modem,  and  assigns,  as  a  reason,  that 
they  are  not  mentioned  by  ancient  authors ;  but  as  those  authors  generally 
vrrote  in  Latin,  the  words  plaid  and  kilt  could  not  probably  be  expressed 
in  appropriate  terms.  The  author  of  "  Memoirs  of  a  Cavalier"  says,  that 
a  body  ot  4,000  Highlanders,  whom  he  saw  with  the  Scotch  army  in  1640, 
"  wore  flat  caps  on  their  heads,  called  by  them  bonnets,  long  hannng 
sleeves  behind,  and  their  doublets,  breeches ,'  and  stockings,  of  a  kind  of 
stuff  they  called  plaids,  striped  across,  red,  green,  and  yellow,  with  short 
cloaks  of  the  same."  Now,  as  this  author  mentions  neither  trais  nor  kilt, 
it  might  be  supposed  that  Uiey  had  not  those  articles  of  dress  as  late  as  the 
reign  of  Charles  I.,  and  that  breeches  only  were  wore,  consequently,  that 
truis  and  kilt  were  adopted  since  that  period,  although  it  is  well  known 
that  the  truis  is  a  very  ancient,  but  not  the  only  ancient  dress  of  the  Ca- 
ledonians. Beague,  In  his  history  of  the  Campaigns  in  Scotland  in  1548 
and  1549,  printed  in  Paris,  1556,  states,  that  at  the  siege  of  Haddington,  in 
1549,  **  they  (the  Scotch  army)  were  followed  by  the  Highlanders,  and 
these  last  go  almost  naked ;  they  have  painted  waistcoats,  and  a  sort  of 
woollen  covering,  variously  coloured."  As  the  author  wrote  in  French, 
perhaps  he  did  not  understand  the  terms  tartan  plaid  and  kilt,  and  as  the 
people  wore  painted  waistcoats  and  coloured  coverings^  it  is  proba- 
ble, that,  if  tney  had  had  the  addition  of  truis,  they  woiQd  not  have 
been  described  as  **  almost  naked."  The  author  of  *^  Certayne  Matters** 
says,  that  in  his  days,  (previously  to  1597,)  '*  they  (the  Highlanders)  de- 
liffbt  much  in  marbkd  dothes,  specially  that  has  long  stripes  of  sundrie 
colonrs ;  their  predecessors  used  short  mantles  of  divers  colours,  sundrie 
ways  divided."    The  author  first  mentioned  states,  that  plaids  and  tartan 
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came  from  Flanders  to  the  Lowlands  of  Sootland,  in  tlie  sixteenth  oen« 
tury^  and  thence  passed  to  the  Highlands ;  but  is  it  certain  that  tartan  was 
known  in  Flanders^  and  that  tartan  and  the  kilt  were  worn  in  the  Low- 
lands^ liefore  their  supposed  passage  to  the  mountains  ?  The  garb  is  also  call-' 
ed  "  beggarly,  effeminate,  (this,  I  apprehend,  is  ratlier  an  unexpected 
characteristic,)  grossly  indecent  and  absurd/'  with  the  tasteless  regularity 
and  "  vulgar  glare  of  tartan."  *  The  colours  of  the  tartan  are  not  more 
red  and  glaring  than  the  peers*  robes,  the  military  uniforms,  or  the  royal 
Uverv,  and  yet  these  are  not  generally  considered  vulgar.  But,  on  the 
whole,  as  it  IS  not  probable  that  a  people,  at  so  kte  a  period,  would  sssiime 
a  garb  totally  unknown  in  the  world,  and  in  their  edd  climate  put  away 
the  warm  breeches,  and  expose  half  their  body  to  the  blast,  there  are  tkie 
better  ^rounds  for  the  undivided  opinion  of  the  people  themselves,  that, 
as  fiur  back  as  they  have  any  tradition,  the  truis,  breachan^io^feal^  (the 
kilted  plaid,)  and  philebeg,  nave  ever  been  the  dress  of  the  Highlanders. 
The  truis  were  used  by  gentlemen  on  horseback,  and  by  others  as  they 
were  inclined,  but  the  common  garb  of  the  people  was  the  plaid  and  kilt. 
This  was  the  usual  dress  down  till  the  act  passed  for  the  suppression  of 
the  garb.  My  grandfather  always  wcare  tartans;  truis,  witn  the  plaid 
thrown  across  the  shoulders  on  horseback,  and  the  kilt  when  on  foot,  and 
never  any  other  clothes,  except  when  in  mourning.  Wliep  gentlemen  tnir- 
velled  southward,  it  was  generally  on  horseback,  consequently  they  wore 
the  truis,  and  were  often  in  armour ;  of  course  the  Lowlandera  would  the 
more  readily  notice  the  former  as  a  promhient  part  of  the  mountain  garb, 
and  describe  it  accordingly. 

M.  Page  8I» 

• 

Thb  weddings  were  the  delight  of  all  ieiges.  Persons  from  ten  years  of 
i^e  to  four  score  attended  them.  S<»ne  weeks  previous  to  the  manisgne* 
day,  the  bride  and  brid^;room  went  round  their  respective  friends;,  to  Uie 
distance  of  many  miles,  fbr  the  putpose  of  inviting  them  to  the  wedding. 
To  repay  this  courtesy,  the  matrons  of  the  invited  families  return^  the 
visit  within  a  few  days,  always  well  supplied  with  presents  (^  beef,  hams, 
butter,  cheese,  spirits,  malt,  and  whatever  they  thought  necessary  for  the 
ensuing  feast.  Thes^  with  what  the  guests  ^d  for  their  entertainment, 
and  the  gifts  presented  the  day  after  the  marriage,  were  often  so  consider- 
able, as  to  contribute  much  to  the  ftiture  settlement  of  the  y«ung  couple. 
On  the  wedding-morning,  the  bridegroom,' escorted  b]r  a  party  of  Menda^ 
and  preceded  by  pipers,  commenced  a  round  of  morning  calls,  to  remind 
their  invited  friends  of  their  engagements.  ,This  circuit  sometimes  occu- 
pied several  hours,  and  as  many  joined  the  party,  it  might  perhaps  be 
increased  to  some  hundreds,  when  they  returned  to  the  bridegroom's 
house.  The  bride  went  a  similar  round  among  her  friends,  each  having 
their  separate  parties.  The  bridegroom  gave  a  dinner  to  his  friends,  and 
the  bride  to  hers*  During  the  whole  day,  the  fiddlers  and  pipers  were  in 
constant  employment.    The  fiddlers  played  to  the  dancers  in  the  house, 

*  One  of  the  most  distinguished  artists  of  the  age,  Mr  West,  late  Pieadcnt  of 
the  Royal  Academy)  differs  from  this  opinion.  He  has  expressed  his  suipiise  at 
the  blending  and  arrangement  of  the  colours,  and  oonsiden,  ^*  that  great  art  (that 
is  to  say,  much  knowledge  of  the  prindides  of  colouring  with  pkasmg  effect)  has 
been  displayed  in  the  composition  of  the  tartans  of  sevetaf  ckuM,  regarding  them  in 
general  as  specimens  of  natural  taste,  something  analogous  to  the  sifteting,  bat  art- 
less  strams  of  the  native  music  of  Scotland." 
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and  the  pipen  to  those  in  the  field.  *  The  ceremony  was  generally  per- 
formed  after  dinner.  Sometimes  the  dei^gyman  attended,  sometimes  they 
waited  on  him :  the  latter  was  preferred,  as  the  walk  to  his  house  wita 
such  a  numerous  attendance  added  to  the  eclat  of  the  day.  On  these  oc« 
oasions  the  young  men  suppUed  themselves  with  guns  and  pistols,  with 
which  they  Kept  up  a  constant  firing.  This  was  answered  fW>m  every 
hamlet  as  wey  passed  alonff,  so  that,  with  streamers  flying,  pipers  playing^ 
the  constant  nnng  from  alTsides,  and  the  lAiouts  of  the  youns;  men,  the 
whole  had  the  sppearance  of  a  military  array  passing,  with  all  the  noise  of 
warftre,  through  a  hostile  country.  The  young  couple  never  met  on  the 
wedding*day  till  thev  came  before  the  clergyman,  when  the  marriage  rites 
were  performed,  with  a  number  of  ceremomes  too  minute  to  particularize. 
One  of  these  was  to  untie  all  the  strings  and  bindings  on  the  person  of  the 
brideffroom ;  nothing  to  be  bound  on  that  occasion,  but  the  one  indis- 
sdlubTe  kno^  which  death  only  can  dissolve.  The  bride  was  not  included 
in  this  injunction.  She  was  supposed  to  be  so  pure  and  true,  that  infide- 
lity on  her  part  was  not  contemplated.  Such  were  the  notions  and  deli- 
cacy of  thinking  amons  a  'people  esteemed  rude  and  uncultivated.  As  all 
these  ceremonies,  which  were  very  numerous  and  very  innocent,  added 
mudi  to  the  cheeifblness  and^  happiness  of  the-  young  people,  I  cannot 
help  regretting  their  partial  disuse.  Nor  csn  I  help  preferring  a  Hi(;h- 
land  wedding,  where  I  have'  myself  been  so  happy,  and  seen  so  many 
blithe  countenances  snd  eyes  sparkling  with  de%nt,  to  such  weddings  aa 
that  of  the  Laird  of  Drum,  ancestor  of  the  Lwd  SommerviUe,  when  he 
married  a  daughter  of  Sir  Jsmes  Bannatvne  of  Corehouse.  On  -that  occa^ 
sion,  sanctified  by  the  puritanical  cant  of  the  times,  Uiere  was  "  one  ifiar- 

Siis,  three  earls,  two  lords,  sixteen  barons,  and  eight  ministers  present  at 
e  solemnity,  but  not  one  musician ;  they  liked  yet  better  the  bleating 
of  the  calves  of  Dsn  and  Bethe},  the  ministers*  hmg- winded,  and  some- 
times nonsensical  graces,  littie  to  purpose,  than  all  musical  instruments  of 
the  sanctuaries,  at  so  solemn  an  occasion,  which,  if  it  be  lawftil  at  all  to 
have  tbem,  certainljr  it  ought  to  be  upon  a  wedding-day,  for  divertisement 
to  the  guests,  that  mnooent  recreation  of  music  and  auidnfl;  being  much 
more  warrantable,  and  ftr  better  exercise  than  drinking  and  smoking  of 
tobacco,  wherein  die  holy  brethren  of  the  Presbyterian  (persuasion)  for  the 
most  part  employed  themselves,  without  any  fiurroal  health,  or  remem- 
brance of  their  friends,  a  nod  witii  the  head,  or  a  sign  with  the  turning 
up  of  the  white  of  the  eye,  served  for  the  ceremony."  f  Such  was  a 
Scotch  wedding  towards  the  end  of  the  seventeenth,  ana  such,  I  hope,  will 
not  be  Highland  weddings  of  the  nineteenth  century,  although  now  sel- 
dom coontenanoed  by  the  presence  of  chiefii  and  hmdlords,  as  modem 

*  Pkying  the  bagpipes  wxtUn  doors  is  a  Lowland  and  finglith  cusKsn.  In  the 
Highlaiidt  the  piper  is  alwayi  in  the  open  air ;  and  when  people  wish  to  dtnoe  to 
hie  moHc,  It  is  on  the  green,  if  the  weather  jpemuti;  nothing  but  neoeMity  makes 
than  attempt  a  pipe  dimoe  in  the  bouse,  llie  bagpipe  was  a  fidA  iostniment  in- 
tended to  caU  the  darn  to  arms,  and  animate  them  in  battle,  and  was  no  more  in- 
tended for  B  houie,  than  a  round  of  dz  pooudera.  A  broadnde  from  a  first  rate,  or 
a  round  ftom  a  battery,  has  a  sublime  and  imprestire  effect  at  a  proper  distance. 
In  the  same  mamier,  the  sounds  of  bagjapes,  softened  by  distance,  had  an  inde- 
scribable effect  on  the  mind  and  actions  of  the  Highlanders.  But  a«  few  would 
choose  to  be  under  the  muzzle  of  the  suns  of  a  battery,  so  I  have  seldom  seen  a 
Hi^^Iander,  whose  ears  were  not  grated  when  dose  to  fnpes,  however  much  his 
bmist  might  be  warmed,  and  his  feelings  roused,  by  the  sounds  to  whidi  he  had 
been  socustomed  in  his  youtb,  when  proMeding  from  the  proper  distoaoe. 

t  Memoirs  of  the  SommerfUlc  Family. 


Xnr  APPENDIX. 

mttmers  preserre  a  greater  distonce  than  on  the  days  of  that  oonli al  com- 
mniiication  whidi  subaiated  between  the  higlier  and  lower  ordera. 

N.  Page  82. 

It  baa  often  been  said  that  the  muric  of  Scotland  was  borrowed  from 
Italy,  and  that  David  Rizzio  first  gave  it  the  atamp  and  character  which 
it  now  bears.  If  this  opinion  be  well  founded,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
abow  what  part  of  the  Scottish  music  has  been  borrowed,  wliat  is  original, 
and  whether  this  particular  kind  of  music  was  ever  known  in  Italy.  Bag- 
pipes are  common  in  Italy,  particularly  among  the  Tyrolese  in  the  north, 
and  the  Calalvese  in  (he  aouth ;  yet,  is  it  probable  that  the  Highland 
pibrochs  came  either  from  Italy  or  the  Tyrol  P  The  Reel  of  Tulloch,  Ro- 
thiemurchua  Rant,  and  Jenny  Dang  the  Weaver,  cannot  well  claim  any 
near  connection  with  Italian  music.  Mackintosh  *8  Lament,  and  Craiguana 
in  Uie  norUi,  the  Birks  of  Inyermay  in  the  centre,  and  the  Flowers  of  the 
Forest  in  the  south  of  Scotland,  from  their  melody,  bear  some  resemblance 
to  it,  but  as  there  must  be  a  similarity  in  all  melodioua  sounds,  it  ia  pro- 
bable, that  the  connection  between  the  softer  music  of  Scotland  and  the 
Italian,  is  only  to  be  ^nd  in  their  beauty,  and  that  the  Pibroch,  Reel, 
Stratlnpey,  Lament,  and  Songs,  are  peculiar  to  the  country.  The  (mi- 
nion wnich  attributes  the  melody  of  the  Scotch  songs  to  Rizzio,  and  toe 
sublime  and  elevated  sentiments  of  Ossian  to  Macpherson,  seem  to  be 
fiiunded  more  on  the  ideas  entertained  of  the  rude  and  uncultivated  state 
(^  Scotland,  at  an  early  period,  as  being  perfectly  incompatible  with  the 
delicacy  of  taste  and  ieelinp  which  both  the  poetry  ;ind  music  display,  than 
on  any  authentic  information.  But  where  there  is  a  deficiency  of  auihan- 
tic  inmrmation,  there  is  more  room  for  a  diversity  of  opinion,  especially 
aa,  on  one  side,  all  is  tradition,  supported  by  many  facts ;  and  on  the  other, 
all  ia  assertion,  without  one  fact,  except  some  surmises  originating  in  the 
▼anitr  of  Rizzio  and  Macpherson.  The  latter  had  too  much  honour  to  assert 
that  ne  was  the  author  or  the  poems,  although,  as  the  MSS.  of  which  he  got 
possession  have  disappnred,  perhapa  he  would  not  have  been  sorry  if  the 
world  had  given  him  credit  ror  talents  equal  to  such  compositions.  The 
MSS.  would  have  been  clear  evidence  against  him,  but  he  has  himself  fur- 
nished complete  evidenee,  by  his  poetical  works,  and  other  translations. 
However,  a  fine  field  of  disquisition  is  opened,  and  national  vanity  inter- 
poses to  darken  the  question.  In  the  south,  it  cannot  be  endured,  that  a 
people  who  have  always  been  considered  as  savage  and  rude,  should 
compose,  preserve  for  ages,  and  enjoy  with  enthusiasm,  the  beauties  of  a 
body  of  poetry,  equal  to  what  the  most  refined  civilization  has  produced. 
In  tne  north,  again,  the  people  are  impatient  and  irritated  at  the  attempts 
to  accuse  them  of^iraua  and  falsehood,  and  of  endeavours  to  palm  on 
the  public  the  patched-up  works  of  a  modern  author,  aa  the  genuine 
productions  of  their  anceators.  Had  the  question,  when  first  agitated, 
been  properly  managed,  it  might  have  b«?n  easily  decided,  since  so 
many  people  were  in  possession  of  the  poems.  But,  even  at  that  period^ 
who  were  to  be  the  judges?  The  southern  unbelievers  could  not 
have  understood  one  word  of  the  poems  in  dispute,  although  all  the 
bards  in  the  north  had  been  assembled,  and  each  had  recited  Mac- 
pherson's  publication  verbatim.  The  Highlanders,  the  only  people 
who  understood  the  language,  and  could  judge* properly,  would  not 
have  been  believed,  although  they  had  asserted  that  tlie  recitals  of  the 
bards  and  the  translations  coincided  perfectly.  In  such  a  determined  dif* 
forence  of  opinion,  how  is  the  point  to  be  settled?    AJl,  therefore,  who 
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believe  that  Rizzio  did  not,  in  any  manner  whatever,  form  the  national 
music  of  Scotland,  and  that  the  poems  ascribed  to  Ossian  are  very  Ancient, 
(a^  ancient  as  the  period  when  the  Highlands  had  a  king,  a  court,  and  a 
university,)  and  so  authentic  as  to  have  been  handed  down  from  father  to 
son  for  ages  beyond  the  reach  of  record,  will  continue  of  this  belief; 
whOe  those  who  are  of  the  contrary  opinion  must  remain  so,  as  there  are 
no  proofs  such  as  they  require,  that  is,  books  or  manuscripts.  Th,e  ma-> 
nuscripts  on  which  so  much  stress  was  laid  were  not  many  centuries  old, 
and  did  in  no  manner  prove  who  was  the  author.  Had  they  been  pre- 
served, they  would  only  have  established  this  point,— certainly  of  some 
importance  in  the  controversy, — that  the  poems  were  not  the  composition 
of  a  modem  author ;  but  as  I  befieve  it  has  not  yet  been  ascertained  in 
what  MSS.  (or  if  in  any)  the  works  of  Homer  were  found  and  transmitted 
tB  posterity,  and  as  no  MSS.  are  now  Extant  of  an  older  date  than  one 
thousand  years  posterior  to  the  ddys  of  Homer,  Ossian's  poems,  whoever 
may  have  been  the  author  or  authors,  are  in  good  company  when  in  a  si« 
roilar  predicament. 

O,  Page  84. 

While  game  was  in  such  abundance  as  to  form  a  part  of  the  subsist* 
ence  of  the  people,  at  a  time  when  many  had  the  means  of  destruction 
ready,  and  much  liberty  was  given,  it  appears  remarkable,  that,  now,  when 
preserved  with  such  je^ous  care,  it  is,  in  many  places,  become  so  scarce,' 
as  only  to  furni^  a  short  pastime  to  a  comparatively  few  privileged  in- 
dividuals ;  a  fact  which  might  lead  to  a  belief,  that  too  great  care  defeats 
its  own  object,  and  ensures  the  evil  against  which  it  seeks  to  guard.    It  is 
certain,  that  moors  whidi  annually  afford  an  apparentlv  inexhaustible  sup- 
ply, and  where  good  marksmen  have  been  known  to  snoot  more  than  one 
hundred  birds  in  a  forenoon,  the  game  seems  to  increase  instead  of  di- 
minishing by  this  periodical  destruction,  persevered  in,  as  it  has  been,  for 
weeks,  each  successive  season ;  whereas,  in  other  moors  strictly  preserved, 
the  birds  are  fewer^in  number,  and*  becoming  very  scarce ;  at  the  same 
time,  tbat  I  have  been  assured  by  men  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
tliese  grounds  in  past  times,  that  game  was  as  abundant  as  on  those  which 
now  fUrnish  the  greatest  numbers.  The  mountains  of  Breadalbane,  Athole, 
Badenocb,  and  other  districts,  furnish  marked  instances  of  this  scarcity  of 
game  when  protected,  and  of  abundance  where  the  greatest  annual  de- 
struction prevails.    For  the  singular  fact  that  the  periodical  killing  of 
game  does  not  diminish  the  annual  increase,  various  reasons  are  assigned. 
I^is  said,  that  when  the  old  birde  are  left,  they  chase  away  in  spring  all 
the  young  brood  of  the  preceding  season,  and  that  these  take  shelter  on 
grounds  where  the  old  birds  had  been  killed.    It  is  also  said,  that,  in  pre- 
served moors,  poachers  are  more  frequent,  bold,  and  destructive,  in  the 
expectation,  as  few  frequent  them,  that  they  will  not  be  discovered.    A 
third  aesiffned  cause,  and,  in  appearance,  the  most  destructive  of  ^ame, 
is,  that  the  farmers  and  shepherds  who  occupy  these  moors,  irritated 
by  severe  restrictions,  tormented  by  threats  of  punishment,  and  insulted 
by  the  arrogance  of  insolent  game-keepers,  instead  of  being  encouraged  to 
preserve  the  game,  and,  instead  of  being  allowed  to  derive  from  it  either 
ben<*fit  or  amusement,  make  a  practice,  in  -many  cases,  of  feeding  theii 
dogs  with  the  ^gs,  and  when  these  escape  their  notice,  accustom  them  to 
search  for  and  destroy  the  young  brood  before  they  are  fledged.    Whether 
any  or  all  of  these  causes  affect  the  decrease  of  game,  there  appears  to  be 
little  doubt,  judging  from  the  character  of  the  Highlanders,  that  a  kind 
and  liberal  indiugence  to  tenants  in  a  moderate  use  of  the  gun  on  their 
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own  groancU,  with  an  injiiiictkm  to  their  diephenls  to  be  carefol  of  the 
oats  and  of  the  yoang,  add  not  to  huni  the  headier  in  improper  aeaaons, 
or  in  those  phices  most  frequented  by  the  game^  (althougn  burning  die 
heaUi  in  mooeration  is  adviaabley  as  the  jonng  sprouts  fiimiah  their  prtn* 
dpal  fbody)  and  aJbngst  with  this  indulgence^  the  o6fer  of  small  premhiiiMi 
to  the  shepherds  for  each  covey  of  eight  or  more  birds  they  can  prodnoe  in 
their  pasture,  would  make  it  their  interest  to  preserve  the  game ;  no  persoti 
could  escape  notice ;  and  thus,  they  would  fivm  a  better  protection  ai^sinat 
poachers,  than  prosecutions,  fines,  and  imprisonmenL 

P.  Page  87. 

In  the  common  transactions  of  the  people,  written  obUeationa  were 
sddom  required,  and  although  bargains  were  frequently  concluded  in  tbe 
most  private  manner,  *  there  were  frw  instances  of  a  frilure  in,  or  denial 
of,  their  ensagements.    A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Stewart  agreed  to 
lend  a  con^erable  sum  of  money  to  a  neighbour.    When  they  had  met, 
and  the  money  was  already  counted  down  on  the  table,  the  borrower 
offered  a  receipt.    As  soon  as  the  lender  (grand&dier  of  the  late  Mr 
Stewart  of  fialladinlish)  heard  this,  he  immediately  collected  the  moneys 
saying,  diat  a  man  who  could  not  trust  his  own  word,  without  a  bond, 
should  not  be  trusted  by  him,  and  would  have  none  of  his'monev,  which 
he  put  up  in  his  purse  and  returned  home.     An  inhabitant  of  tne  same 
district  kept  a  retail  shop  fiir  nearly  fiftv  years,  and  supplied  the  whole 
district  then  frill  of  people,  with  all  their  little  merchandise.     He  neidier 
gave  nor  asked  any  receipts.    At  I^fartinmas  of  each  year,  he  cdlected  the 
amount  of  his  sales,  which  were  always  mdd  to  a  day.    In  one  of  hia  an* 
nual  rounds,  a  customer  happened  to  oe  irom  home;  consequendy,  he  re- 
turned unpaid,  but  before  he  was  out  of  bed  the  fi>llowing  morning,  he 
was  awakened  by  a  call  from  his  customer,  who  came  to  pay  his  account. 
Afrer  the  business  was  setded,  his  neighbour  said,  "  Ton  are  now  paid;  I 
would  not  fbr  my  best  cow  f  that  I  should  sleep  while  3rou  wanted 
jouT  money  afrer  your  term  of  payment,  and  \bat  I  should  be  the  last 
m  the  country  in  your  debt."     Unfortunately,  new  regulations,  new 
views  of  Highland  statistics,  and  tbe  novel  practice  of  letting  land  to  die 
highest  bidder,  regardless  of  the  fidelity  and  punctual  payment  of  old  oc« 
cupiers,  have  made  a  melancholy  change.    Few  of  the  late  maml  popula- 
tion now  remain,  and  that  ((!W  are  mosdy  reduced  to  the  condition  of  cottars 
and  day-labourers.    The  person  who  now  occupies  the  shop,  a  son  of  the 
former  possessor,  must  not  only  keep  strict  accounts,  but  give  short  credits, 
and  calculate  on  an  annual  reduction  of  his  profits  by  bad  payments ;  and 
he  is  in  litde  danger  of  being  deprived  of  his  morning  slumbers  by  debtors 
anxious  to  pay,  and  ashamed  of  being  in  debt     This  is  now  too  common 
to  be  a  reproach,  and  is  one  of  the  many  concomitants  of  modem  improve- 
ments and  dvilization,  as  they  have  l)een  forced  on  and  practised  in  tlie 
Highlands. 

*  When  thdr  mone^  agreements  or  other  negotiatioiM  were  to  be  condttded  and 
eonfinned,  tbe  conCractmg  parties  went  out  by  themselves  to  the  open  air,  and  look- 
ing upwards,  called  Heaven  to  witness  their  engagements,  at  the  same  time,  each 
party  repeating  the  promise  of  payment,  and,  by  way  of  seal,  putting  a  mark  on 
some  remarkable  stone,  or  other  natural  object,  which  had  been  noticed  by  those 
ancestors  whose  memory  they  so  much  respected  and  loved. 

t  My  longest  homed  cow,  was  the  literal  Gaelic  exprewion.  Long  and  well* 
shaped  homs  are  considered  as  marks  of  health  and  strength. 
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Ik  the  Highhnds^  where  to  many  of  the  same  name  live  in  the  same 
district  or  g1en>  some  denomination  for  distinguishing  individuals  heyond 
that  of  the  oeneric  name  is  indispensable.  In  the  late  Sutherland  FendUe 
R^ment  there  were  17  William  Mackays  in  Captain  Sackville  Suther- 
land's company,  and  104  in  the  regiment.  When  the  8d  battalion  of  die 
78th  Highbnders  was  raised  in  1804^  an  ensign  fh>m  Ross-shire  brought  18 
men  of  his  own  name,  of  Macrae,  as  part  of  his  compliment  of  90,  for  an 
ensiRncy.  On  the  estates  of  many  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  the  number 
of  their  own  surnames  is  often  beyond  all  pronortion  greater  than  any 
others*  On  a  part  of  the  estate  of  the  Laird  of  Menzies,  running  four 
miles  along  one  side  of  a  vallej,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay,  there  are  509  of 
his  name,  descended  of  his  family.  Many  similar  distances  are  still  to  be  met, 
where  gentlemen  have  retained  their  ancient  tenantry^  In  Athole,  an  ex- 
tensive district  of  Perthshire,  there  were,  not  many  years  ago,  36  land- 
holders of  the  name  of  Stewart  i  there  are  still  93  ;  and  in  Athole,  Strath- 
eam,  and  Monteiih,  there  are  nearly  4,000  people  of  that  name.  In 
such  communities,  the  want  of  some  distinguishing  appellation  would 
lead  to  oonfVision.  These  distinctions  Were  generally  made  as  fol- 
lows :  In  the  case  of  a  diief^  by  using  singly,  and  by  way  of  emi- 
nence, the  denomination  of  the  son  of  the  mt  founder,  or  most  re^ 
nowned  man  of  the  fiunily,  as,  for  example,  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  is 
styled  Mae  CaiUain  Mor,  *  the  son  of  the  great  Colin  ;  Mac  Connel  Du, 
the  son  of  Donald  the  Black,  the  name  of  the  chieA  of  the  Camerons. 
Under  this  head  there  was  another  distiuction.  Chieftains,  Cean  Tays, 
or  great  branches  of  a  clan  or  family,  were  distinguished  as  the  sons  of  the 
first  founder.  Such  as  Breadalbane,  a  great  branch  of  the  chui  Campbell ; 
Mae  CaiUain  Maeconaehie,  die  son  of  Colin  die  son  of  Duncan,  j* 
Lairds  or  landholders  were  named  from  their  estates,  as  Stewart  of  Grand- 
tully,  Stewart  of  Garth,  and  so  on,  all  others  being  distinguished  by  some 
personal  mark  which  might  be  either  an  accidental  defect,  anv  natural 
advantage^  or  any  singularity  of  colour,  figure,  or  features.  The  second 
Marquis  of  Atholl  was  known  by  the  name  of  Ian  a  Bheai  Mor,  John 
with  the  laifpe  moudi ;  John  the  first  Duke  of  Atholl  being  blind  of  an 
eye,  Ian  Cam  ;  the  first  £arl  of  Breadalbane  having  a  pal^  countenance, 
Ian  Ghu  ;  the  second  Earl,  Ian  Bachachy  ttam  his  being  lame.  If  a  man 
had  no  personal  mark,  or  patrimonial  disdnction,  he  was  known  by  add- 
ing die  name  of  bis  father,  as  the  son  of  John.  This  perhaps  ran  back  for 
three  or  four  gsneradons.  However  absurd  a  long  string  of  names  may 
appear  in  English,  it  is  not  so  in  Gaelic,  fiK>m  the  ndlity  of  compounding 
words  in  that  language. 

*  AlthoQgh  Mar  is  great,  the  woid  does  not  always  mean  gnat  power,  or  in* 
perior  talent.  It  was  more  Arequently  gifen  to  men  of  large  size,  or  portly  per- 
sons. 

f  The  people  seldom  call  Lord  Breadalbane  by  his  patronymic,  but  not  so 
the  Duke  of  Aisyle,  Lord  Seaforth,  Lord  MaodonaM,  and  many  others.  Riding  a 
few  years  ago  Siroagh  the  Duke  of  Afgyle*8  j^ks  at  Inveraray,  I  observed  some 
young  blood  horses  graslng.  A  woman  happening  to  pass  at  the  time,  I  asked  her 
in  Gadic  to  whom  the  horses  belonged.  ^*  To  whom  should  they  belong,**  she 
sharply  answered,  ^<  but  to  Mac  CaiUlun  ?"  seemingly  quite  indionant  that  i  thoiM 
suppose  that  any  man  could  posieisany  tfaii^s  there  but  Mao  CuUain  Mot. 
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Thbbb  an  four  different  sp^i^  of  tbk  mine.    Stewart^  Steiurt, 
Staart,  and  Steward.    The  ande&t  and  original  name»  aa  apdt  by  tbe 
royal  fiunily»  ia  Stewart^  taken  from  the  office  of  Lord  High  Stewart  of 
SooCland,  midi  waa  hereditary  in  the  family  nearly  two  eenturiea  before 
the  aacceaaion  of  Robert  II.  to  the  throne.    The  original  apelling  of 
{Stewart  continued  for  aeveral  reigna  after  thia  auacession,  till  the  increased 
oommunication  between  France  and  Scotland,  caused  ao  many  noblemoi, 
gentlemen,  and  aoldiera,  to  aerre  in  the  French  army.    Jamea  Stewart, 
Earl  of  Buchan,  Constable  of  France,  carried  with  him  on  one  oocaaioii 
7,000  men,  as  auxiliaries  in  the  war  with  England.    The  Lords  of  Dam- 
ley  and  Aubigny  were  ftequeut  visitors  in  France,  acd  held  extensive 
military  commanda  and  poesessioDs  there,  and  following  the  idiom  of  the 
French  language,  the  W  being  unknown,  several  began  to  uae  the  U,  and 
spelt  the  name  Stuard  or  Shiari.    Mary  Queen  of  Soots  being  educated  in 
France,  on  her  subsequent  marriage  with  tbe  Dauphin,  and  out  of  compli- 
ment to  her  husband's  language,  likewise  adopted  that  mode  of  spelling,  as 
did  her  brother  the  Earl  of  Murray,  and  the  families  of  Traquair,  Bute, 
Castlemilk,  and  several  others,  which,  from  whim  or  accident,  changed  their 
names.    How  much  accident  guided  this  change  of  name  is  evident  from 
the  circumstance,  that  the  Lords  Galloway  and  Blantyre  retain  the  old  spel- 
ling of  Stewart,  while  other  families  of  the  same  descent,  as  Castlemilk,  spell 
Stuart ;    Alianton,  Steuart ;  Allanbank,  a  branch  of  Allanton,  Stuart ; 
Cdtnesa,  alao  a  branch  of  Allanton,  Stewart :   and  while  Traquair  ia 
Stuart,  Grandtullv,  of  the  same  descent  and  family,  is  Stewart.    Even  tbe 
Earl  of  Murray,  before  bis  promotion  to  that  title,  when  Prior  of  St  An- 
drews, and  previously  to  the  return  o£  Queen  Mary  from  France,  spelt  his 
name  Stewart,  as  we  find  by  tbe  following  document,  signed  by  hira  and 
liie  Earl  of  Ajgyle,  and  Ruthveu  Earl  of  Gowrie,  authorizing  the  Lairds 
of  Aimtully  and  Kin  void  to  destroy  all  images  and  relics  of  the  Catholic 
religion  in  the  Cathedral  of  Dunkeld. 

"  To  our  traist  friends  the  Lairds  of  Aimtully  and  Kinvaid. 

"  TaAiST  IHends,  after  most  hearty  commendation,  we  pray  you  fail  not 
to  pass  incontinent  to  the  Kirk  of  Dunkeilden,  and  tak  doon  the  hail 
images  thereof,  and  bring  them  forth  to  theldrk  yaird  and  bum  them 
openly.  And  sicklyke  cast  doon  the  alters  and  purge  the  kirk  of  all  kind 
of  idolatyry.  And  this  ze  fail  not  to  do,  as  ze  yrill  do  us  singular  im- 
pleasure,  and  so  committeth  you  to  the  protection  of  God. 

'^  From  Edinburgh  the  xii  of  August  1560. 

"  Argyle. 
**  James  Stewart, 
"  William  Ruthven. 

<'  Fail  not,  but  ze  tak  guid  lieyd  that  neither  tlie  desks,  windocks, 
nor  duires,  be  any  way  hurt  or  broken,  eyther  glassin  work  or  iron 
wark." 

S.  Page  99. 

It  ia  a  generally  reodived  opinion,  that  the  Highlanders  are  ignorant 
and  uneducated.  It  ia  no  doubt  true,  that,  previous  to  the  pres^ent 
reign,  many  could  not  read,  and  many  could  not  understand  what  they  read 
in  English^  and  there  were  few  books  in  their  own  language ;  but  they  had 
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their  bards  ami  senachies,  who  taught  them  in  the  manner  afaready  mention- 
ed.  But  the  middle  and  higher  orders  of  society  were  as  well  ttlncated  aa 
the  youth  of  any  part  of  the  united  kingdom.  The  gentlemen  fanners  and 
tacksmen  were  certainly  better  classical  scholars  than  men  holding  the  sam6 
occupation  and  rank  in  society  in  the  south.  These  observations  must  be 
confined  to  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
OS  the  prior  notices  are  not  in  a  connected  series.  But^  to  jud(^  fVora  in- 
sulated circumstances,  the  education  of  the  gentry  of  an  earlier  period  was 
not  deficient.  Of  this,  the  celebrated  General  Buchanan,  the  son  of  a 
Highland  farmer,  was  a  remarkable  instance.  On  reference  to  old 
family  charters  and  papers,  it  will  -be  found,  that  the  signatures 
to  the  former,  from  and  afWr  the  year  1500,  show  a  correctness  of 
writing  not  to  he  seen  in  modem  times,  and  not  to  be  acquired  with- 
out much  time  and  experience.  Aware  that'  it  might  be  said  that 
these  signatures  were  written  by  the  notaries  and  others  who  drew 
out  these  charters,  I  have  compared  the  signatures  of  the  same  persons  to 
different  instruments  at  considerable  intervals,  and  signed  in  different 
places,  sometimes  as  principals,  others  as  witnesses,  and  I  have  found 
them  always  similar,  or  in  the  same  hand.  Of  this,  I  have  seen  many 
instances  in  my  own  family,  as  well  as  in  several  others.  A  &ir  hand  is 
certainly  no  proof  of  classical  education ;  but  it  is  a  proof  of  care  having 
been  bestowed  on  a  branch  of  education  which  was  not  then  so  necessary 
as  it  is  now,  when  epistolary  communication  is  so  much  more  frequent. 
In  those  days,  when  there  was  no  public  conveyance,  and  when  distant 
events  did  not  occupy  so  much  of  the  attention  of  men,  there  was  not  the 
same  inducement  to  correspond.  It  may  therefore  be  concluded  that  they 
to  whose  instruction  in  writing  so 'much  attention  had  been  paid,  would 
not  be  neglected  in  other  branches  of  education.  The  fragments  of  manu- 
scripts and  private  correspondence  which  have  been  preserved  in  families 
give  evidence  of  classical  ottainments,  and  prove  also,  that  this  was 
.  not  confined  to  one  sex.  The  following  is  an  instance.  There  is  a  ma- 
nuscript volume  preserved  in  the  family  of  Stewart  of  tJrrard,  of  260  pages, 
of  poems,  songs,  and  short  tracts,  in  the  Scotch  language,  written,  as  is 
stated  on  the  first  page,  by  Margaret  Robertson,  daughter  of  George  Ro- 
bertson of  Faacally,  and  wife  of  Alexander  Stewart  of  Bonskeid,  dated 
1643.  It  is  written  in  a  beautiful  hand,  and  with  such  correctness,  that 
it  might  be  sent  to  the  press. 

There  were  eminent  grammar  schools  in  Inverness,  Fortrose  or  Chan- 
nonry,  Dunkeld,  &c.  The  grammar  school  of  Perth  was  celebrated  for 
ages.  From  these  different  seminaries,  young  men  were  sent  to  Aberdeen 
and  St  Andrews,  and  many  to  Leyden  and  Douay.  The  armies  of 
Sweden,  Holland,  and  France,  gave  employment  to  the  younger  sons  of 
the  gentry,  who  were. educated  abroad;  many  of  these  returned  with  a 
full  knowledge  of  modern  languages,  added  to  their  classical  education, 
often  speaking  Latin  with  more  purity  than  Scotch,  which  these  High- 
landers sometimes  learned  after  leaving  their  native  homes,  where  nothing 
but  Graelic  was  spoken.  The  race  of  Bradwardine  is  not  long  extinct.  In 
my  own  time,  several  veterans  might  have  sat  for  the  picture,  so  admirably 
drawn  in  Waverley  of  that  most  honourable,  brave,  learned,  and  kind-heart- 
ed personage,  the  Baron  of  Bradwardine.  These  gentlemen  returned  firom 
the  continent,  full  of  warlike  Latin,  French  phrases,  and  inveterate  broad 
Scotch,  (learned,  as  I  have  said,  by  the  Highlanders  abroad.;  One,  I  be- 
lieve, of  the  last  of  these,  Colonel  Alexander  Robertson,  of  the  Scotch 
Brigade,  uncle  of  the  present  Strowan,  I  well  remember.  *     I  also  knew 

*  Another  of  the  Bradwardine  character  is  still  remembered  by  the  Highlandets, 
with  a  degree  of  admiration  bozdcring  on  enthusiasm.     This  was  John  Stewart  of 
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■evenl  tadomien  of  correct  learning,  who  could  quote  and  scan  tlie  daaaics 
with  rancfa  eaae  and  rapidit|r ;  while  the  aons  of  theae  men  are  little  better 
than  clownsy  knowing  nothing  beyond  Engliah  reading  and  the  oommoii 
roles  of  arithmetic  When  the  Hdnian  troops  were  quartered  in  Athole  in 
1745,'  the  commanding  officers^  i^ho  yrere  acoompli^ed  gentlemen,  fbund 
a  read?  oommunlcatiou,  in  Ladn^  at  eirerr  inn.  At  Dunkdd,  Inver, 
Bbdr  Athble,  Taybridge,  &c.  every  lamllora  spoke  that  langoage,  and  I 
have  been  informed,  by  eyespiritneaBes,  of  the  plearaie  expreaaed  by  a 
ookmel  of  the  Heanan  caralry,  when  he  halted  at  the  inn  at  Dnnkeld,  the 
landlord  of  which  addreaaed  uid  welcomed  him  in  Latin.    I  knew  four  of 


these  respectable  innkeepers,  a  dass  which,  like  many  other  valuaUe 
in  .the  Highlands,  has  disappeared.  Pefiups  the  landlords  of  Donkeld, 
Blair  Athole,  or  indeed  an^  Dtner  Higjhland  inn,  will  not,  even  in  this  e^« 
cated  age,  agreeably  surpnse,  or  make  tbemselves  more  acceptable  to  their 
customers  by  addr^aing  them  in  Latin. 

But  it  was  in  the  remotest  district  of  the  kingdom,  the  Isle  of  Skye,  and 
oiher  islands,  that  classical  edncatbn  was  moat  genmL  There  the  learn- 
ing of  the  gentry  was  ouite  singular.  Few  of  ttiem  went  abroad,  and  eai» 
oept  the  two  great  lairds,  Macdonald  and  Madeod,  few  nf  them  were  pro- 
pietors.  I  believe  it  is  rather  uuque  ibr  the  gentey  of  a  remote  eomer  to 
team  Latin  merely  to  talk  to  each  other;  yet  so  it  waa  in  Skye.  It  was 
remarked  that,  for  a  considerable  period,  the  dergymen  of  the  aixteen 
pariahes  of  Skye  and  Harris  were  men  of  good  fiimUies,  neat  learning, 
and  consequent  influence ;  their  example,  therefore,  mient  diflftise  and 
preserve  this  dassical  taste.  Owing  to  the  aune  cause,  Uie  Isle  of  Skye 
songs  are  sometimes  filled  with  alliunons  to  the  heathen  ddties.    While 

the  family  of  Kincardine,  in  Strathspey,  knewn  in  the  ooontry  by  the  name  of  John 
Roy  Stewart,  an  aooomplisbed  gentleman,  an  d^ant  scholar  and  poet,  a  brave  sol* 
dier,  and  an  able  officer.     He  composed  with  equal  fiudlity  in  Englith,  Latin,  and 
Gaelic ;   but  it  was  by  bis  song^  epigrams,  and  descriptive  pieces  m  the  latter  lan- 
guage, that  he  attracted  the  admiration  of  his  countrymen.     He  was  an  active  leader 
m  the  Rebellion  of  1 7^,  and  during  «  his  hiding**  of  many  months,  he  had  more 
leisure  to  indulge  his  taste  for  poetry  and  song.    The  country  traditions  are  full  of 
his  descriptive  pieces,  eulogies,  and  laments  on  friends,  or  in  allusbn  to  the  events 
of  that  unfortunate  pmod.     He  had  been  long  m  the  service  of  Fiance  and  Porto- 
gal,  and  had  risen  to  the  rank  ofcoloneL  He  was  ui  Scotland  in  1745,  and  commanded 
a  regiment  composed  of  the  tenants  of  his  fKmOy,  and  a  considerable  number  of  the 
foUowers  of  Sir  George  Stewart  of  Grandtully,  who  had  been  placed  under  his  com- 
mand.     With  these,  amounting  m  all  to  400  men,  he  joined  the  rebel  army,  and 
proved  one  of  its  ablest  partisans.   Had  the  rebel  commanders  benefited  by  his  judjg- 
ment  and  military  talents,  that  deplorable  contest  would  prMbly  have  been  lengS- 
cned,  and  much  additional  miserv  inflicted  on  the  country.    Colonel  Stewart  recom- 
mended to  oppose  the  passage  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberhmd*s  army  across  the  Spey. 
Had  this  advice  been  acted  upon,  allowing  for  the  expeditious  njovements  of  tlie  rebels, 
many  men  must  have  been  lost  in  forcing  the  passage  of  that  rapid  river.  He  also  op- 
posed fighdng  on  Culloden  Moor,  which,  with  a  level  and  hard  surface,  was  well  cal- 
cukted  for  the  cavalry  and  artillery  of  the  royal  army.  When  this  advice  was  rejected, 
he  proposed  to  attack  before  the  army  was  formed  in  order  of  battle ;  this  also  wasdis- 
legarded,  and  the  attack  deUyed  till  the  royal  army  was  formed  into  two  Iine&     It 
is  said  that  the  Irish  oflkers  attached  to  the  rebel  army,  dreading  a  lengthened 
campaign  m  the  mountains,  opposed  lething  farther  north,  seeing  that,  in  such  a 
field  as  Culloden,  with  one-third  of  the  Highlanders  absent,  and  those  present,  two 
days  without  food,  and  after  a  long  and  harassing  night-march  to  Nairn  and  back, 
with  an  intention  of  surprising  the  Duke^s  army,  (a&  at  Preston,)  the  contest  would 
soon  be  decided,  and  their  lives  safe  from  the  laws,  whatever  was  the  result.     The 
point  was  fortunately  brought  to  an  issue,  and  much  calamity,  the  consequence  of  a 
lengthened  civil  war,  saved  to  the  ooimtry. 
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the  younger  ions  of  Hij^Uand  gentlcunen  were  educated  finr  the  ehiurdi^  law^ 
or  physic^  the  elder  oonld  not  be  neglected.  Hie  elder  brothers  of  Sir 
Greoiee  Mackenzie^  Lord  Advocate  to  Charles  II.  and  of  Duncan  Forbes 
of  Ciuloden^  Advocate  to  George  II.  could  not.have  been  uneducated. 

Bat  various  causes  have  contributed  to  a  change  of  manners^  and  to  re- 
moye  numbers  of  the  ancient  race^  and  have  put  an  end  to  all  university 
education^  except  in  a  few  casesy  and  where  young  men  are  intended  for 
the  learned  professions;  consequently  tlie  Isst  generation  did  not  give 
their  children  the  same  education  which  they  themselves  had  received.  * 
Thus  we  see  young  men  sent  into  the  army  and  other  professions  with  an 
education  not  extending  beyond  reading  and  arithmetic,  and  with  man- 
ners as  unformed  and  as  unlike  the  former  race  of  gentlemen  fiurmers  in 
their  general  appearances  and  diaracter,  as  in  their  education.  Hence, 
many  nave  been  led  to  observe,  that  the  youth  of  the  second  order  of 
Highland  gentry  are  more  degenerated  and  more  dianged  in  every  respect 
than  the  Highland  peasantry.  But  there  are  many  causes  to  accelerate 
this  change ;  one  b,  that  three-fourths  of  the  old  respectable  race  ^  gen- 
tlemen taicksmen  have  disappeared,  and  have  been  supplanted  by  men  to- 
tally different  in  manners,  birth,  and  education.  Persons  travelling 
through  the  Highlands  will  see  what  description  of  men  the  present  tacks- 
men are.  The  character  upheld  by  the  officers  of  the  Highland  regiments 
in  Ae  Seven  Years'  War,  and  in  that  with  America,  show  what  description 
of  men  the  ancient  race  were.  One  half  of  the  officers  of  those  corps  were 
the  sons  of  tacksmen.  Of  these  respectable  officers  I  could  give  many 
names,  but  shall  mention  only  a  few.  Generals  Wijliam  Eraser,  killed  at 
Saratoga  in  1777,  and  Thomas  M.  Fraser,  killed  at  Dieg  in  1804.  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Simon  Fraser,  commanding  the  British  troops  in  Lisbon, 
Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  Govemor*Generai  of  India,  Sir  Hector  Munro, 
Sir  Alexander  Munro;  Major-Generals  John  Small,  Thomas  Fraser, 
Francis  Maclean,  J.  Stewart,  P.  Mackenzie,  and  a  numerous  list  of  brave 
soldiers  and  officers  of  talent  and  acquirements,  as  well  as  many  accom- 
plidied  civilians,  the  translator  of  Ossian,  &c. 

T.  Page  101. 

TH£aB  are  many  traits  of  the  character,  manners,  and  dispositions  of  the 
people,  which  I  have  not  noticed.  The  most  remarkable  of  these  is  that 
miaginary  talent  of  seeing  into  Aiturity,  commonly  called  the  '*  Second 
Sight."  The  subject  hss  been  frequently  discussed ;  and  I  shall,  there* 
fore,  say  little  of  these  idesl  flights  of  a  warm  and  vivid  imagination.  But 
however  ridiculous  the  belief  of  the  second  sight  may  now  appear,  it  cer- 
tainly had  no  small  influence  on  the  manners  and  actions  or  the  people. 
The  predictions  of  the  seers  impressed  their  minds  with  awe,  and  as  tney 
were  generally  such  as  brought  to  the  remembrance  death,  a  Aiture  state, 
retributive  justice,  the  rewa»l  of  honourable  and  virtuous  conduct,  and  the 
punishment  of  the  wicked,  they  certainly  controlled  the  passions,  and,  as 

*  The  average  aonual  salary  of  the  parish  schoolmaster  was  L.  7)  lOs.  that  is,  L.5 
the  lowest  and  L.  10  the  highest,  with  school  fees,^  which  were  equally  bw,  Latin 
being  taught  for  half  a  crown  the  quarter,  and  BngUsh  and  writing  for  one  shilling. 
Whoi  the  Lord  Presdent  Hope  was  Lord  Advocate,  he  brought  a  bill  into  Parlia- 
ment to  inaease  the  salaries  of  this  useful  hody  of  men.  The  bill  was  passed,  and 
no  schoolmaster  can  now  have  less  than  L.  10  salary,  the  maximum  bemg  L.  2& 
The  opposttioo  Mr  Hope  met  with  showed  that  the  value  of  educating  the  peo- 
ple was  not  properiy  appreciated,  for  even  with  the  increased  emoluments,  no  man 
of  talents  will  icmam  a  pwidi  schoolmaster  ezcq»t  from  neoenity. 

10 


XXXli  APPENDIX. 

I  have  often  hod  occasion  to  observe,  supplied  the  defect  of  tliose  laws 
which  now  extend  to  the  most  distant  recesses  of  the  roountaios. 

The  impressions  of  a  warm  imaionation.  appear  so  like  realities,  and 
their  confinnation  is  so  readily  found  in  subsequent  events,  that  we  can 
scarcely  wonder  if  popular  superstitions  have  long  maintained  their  ground, 
even  against  the  advances  of  reason  and  science.  Allowing  the  fKwsibi- 
lity  of  coming  events  being  shadowed  forth  by  supernatural  agency  to 
some  &voured  seers,  the  question  naturally  occurs.  Why  should  those  re- 
velations be  confined  to  the  Highlanders  of  Scotland  ?  Yet  it  must  be 
owned,  that  the  coincidences  between  events  and  their  forebodings  have, 
in  many  instances,  been  so  curious  and  remarkable,  that  credulous  minds 
may  be  excused  for  yielding  to  the  impression  of  their  prophetic  chamo- 
ter.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  produce  an  instance  or  two  for  the  amuse^ 
ment  of  the  reader. 

Late  in  an  autumnal  evening  in  the  year  1773,  the  son  of  a  neighbour- 
ing gentleman  came  to  my  father's  house.  He  and  my  mother  were  from 
home,  but  several  friends  were  in  the  house.  The  young  gentleman  spoke 
little,  and  seemed  in  deep  thought.  Soon  after  he  arrived  he  inquired  for  a 
boy  of  the  family,  then  about  three  years  of  age.  When  shown  into  the  nur- 
sery, the  nurse  was  trying  on  a  pair  of  new  shoes,  and  oomplainine  tliat  they 
did  not  fit  '•'  They  will  nt  him  before  he  will  have  occasion  for  them,"  said 
the  young  gentleman.  This  called  forth  the  chidings  of  the  nurse  for  pre^ 
dieting  evil  to  the  child,  who  was  stout  and  healthy.  When  he  returned 
to  the  party  he  had  left  in  the  sitting-room,  who  had  heard  his  observa- 
tions on  the  shoes,  they  cautioned  him  to  take  care  that  the  nurse  did  not 
derange  his  new  talent  of  the  second  sight,  with  some  ironical  congratu- 
lations on  his  pretended  acquirement.  This  brought  on  an  explanation, 
when  he  told  them,  that,  as. he  approached  the  end  of  a  wooden  bridge 
thrown  across  a  stream  a  short  distance  from  the  house,  he  was  astonished 
to  see  a  crowd  of  people  passing  the  bridge.  Coming  nearer,  he  observed 
a  person  carrying  a.  small  coffin,  followed  by  about  twenty  gentlemen,  all 
of  his  acquaintance,  his  own  father  and  mine  being  of  the  number,  with  a 
concourse  of  the  countrv  people.  He  did  not  attempt  to  join,  but  saw 
them  turn  off  to  the  right  in  the  direction  of  the  church-yard,  which  they 
entered.  He  then  proceeded  on  his  intended  visit,  much  impressed  from 
what  he  had  seen  with  a  fbeling  Of  awe ;  and  bdicving  it  to  have  been  a 
representation  of  the  death  and  frmeral  of  a  child  of  Uie  family.  In  this 
apprehension  he  was  the  more  confirmed,  as  he  knew  my  fatner  was  at 
Blair,  and  that  he  had  left  his  own  fiither  at  home  an  hour  before.  The 
whole  received  perfect  confinnation  in  his  mind  by  the  sudden  death  of 
the  boy  the  following  night,  and  the  consequent  funeral,  which  was  ex- 
actly like  that  before  represented  to  his  imagination. 

This  gentleman  was  not  a  professed  seer.  This  was  his  first  and  his 
last  vision ;  and,  as  he  told  me,  it  was  sufficient.  No  reasoning  or  aigu<* 
ment  could  convince  him  that  the  appearance  was  an  illusion.  When  a 
man  of  education  and  of  general  knowledge  of  the  world,  as  this  gentle- 
man was,  became  so  bewildered  in  his  imaginations,  and  that  ^en  so 
late  as  the  year  1773,  it  cannot  be  matter  of  surprise  that  the  poetical  en- 
thusiasm of  the  Highlanders,  in  their  days  of  romance  and  chivalry, 
should  have  predisposed  them  to  credit  wonders  which  so  deeply  interest- 
ed them. 

The  other  instance  occurred  in  the  year  1775,  when  a  tenant  of  the  late 
Lord  Breadalbane  called  upon  him,  bitterly  lamenting  the  loss  of  his  son, 
who,  he  said,  had  been  killed  in  a  battle  on  a  day  he  mentioned.  His 
Lordship  told  him  that  vras  impossible,  as  no  accounts  had  been  received 
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of  anv  batde^  or  even  of  hostilities  hs? ing  commenced.  Bat  the  man 
would  not  be  oomfbrted,  uying,  that  he  saw  his  son  lying  dead,  and  many 
officers  and  soldiers  also  dead  around  him.  Lord  Breadalbane,  perceiving 
that  the  poor  man  would  not  beconaoled,  left  him,' but  when  the  account  of 
the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill  arrived  some  weeks  a^erwards,  he  learnt,  with 
no  small  tuxprisey  that  the  ^ouns  man  had  been  killed  at  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  described  by  his  father. 

T.  Page  lOf . 

The  notions  entertained  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  J^ow  country  in  this 
respect  are  very  excusable,  wnen  it  is  considered,  that  they  formed  their 
opinions  regarding  the  natives  of  the  mountains  on  information  received 
from  those  who  lived  nearest  the  boundary,  and  who  were  supposed  to  bfe 
best  acquainted  with  them.  This,  however,  was  a  very  doubtftU  source 
of  inteUigenoe^  because,  in  the  6rst  place,  the  borderers  lived  in  a  state  a£ 
perpetual  contention  with  their  Lowland  neighbours,  and  had  thus  the 
worst  propensities  of  their  nature  called  forth  and  exasperated ;  andy  se«- 
oondly>  because  their  more  powerftil  neighbours  had  been,  fbr  ages,  in  the 
habit  of  taking  deep  revenge  for  petty  injuries.  No  one  who  luiows  any 
thing  of  human  nature  need  be  told,  that  there  exists  a  strong  propensity 
in  the  minds  of  those  who  oppress  others  by  an  undue  exercise  of  power, 
ta  jiistify  that  proceeding  to  themselves,  by  exaggerating  every  provoca- 
tion from  the  objects  of  their  hostility.  Prejudice  and  party  hatred  are 
like  stresms,  always  enlarging  in  their  progress  by  petty  additions.  A 
man  incapable  of  direct  fidsenood,  willingly  and  confidently  repeats  the 
tales  of  wonder  told  by  others ;  and  these  seldom  lose  in  the  recital.  That 
**  o'^p^gitemxm"  which,  we  are  told  from  the  highest  authority^  "  makes  a 
wise  man  mad,"  must  hbve  produced  a  similar  eflfect,  *  on  a  proud  high<* 
spirited  people,  who  had  not  even  language  in  which  to  complain,  and 
would  not  have  been  listened  to  if  they  naa.  ''  Lions  are  not  painters," 
as  the  fhble  says,  and  Highlanders  are  not  writers  of  their  own  traditions ; 
but  if  the  tales  of  wrong  and  injustice  preserved  in  traditions  were  un-< 
folded,  they  then  might  *'  make  justice  and  indignation  start,"  &c. ;  but 
this  blaion  must  not  oe.  It  would  be  visiting  the  sins  of  the  fathers  oh 
the  children,  who  may  perhaps,  even  on  this  score,  have  enough  of  their 
own  to  answer  for,  when  they  appear  at  their  last  account.' 

Since  the  above  was  written,  a  new  edition  of  ''  Letters  fh>m  a  Gentle- 
man in  the  North"  has  been  published  by  Mr  Jamieson  of  Edinburgh. 
This  edition  has  been  enkrgeu,  by  several  tracts  and  articles  on  the  High- 
landers^ and  the  former  state  of  Che  people.  One  of  these  is  a  kind  of  sta« 
tistical  report  of  the  state  of  the  Hignlands  about  the  year  1 747.  This  pa- 
per is  a  perfbct  sp«cimen  of  the  spnrit  of  die  times,  and  of  the  jaimdioed  eye 
with  which  the  Highlanders  were  viewed  by  their  Ijowknd  neighbours,  who 
held  them  in  the  grestest  contempt  fm  tneir  Jacobite  principles,^their 
heathenish  belief  in  ghosts  and  fiiiries,-— their  slothfVil  habits,  ftbulous  tra«i 
ditions,  poetry,  and  song.  The  author  was  educated  bevond  the  moun« 
tains,  a  stranger  to  the  habits  and  principles  of  the  Highlanders,  and  at  a 
period  when  the  stream  of  ribaldry  ran  strongly  against  them^  and  their 
true  character  was  ill  understood,  it  wus  difficult  to  state  it  in  proper 
colours;  and  fbUowing  the  commonly  received  opinions  of  the  times, 
that  their  fidelity  sad  ready  obedience  proceeded  from  a  base  and  ser- 
vile disposition,  and  dieir  idle  habits  fVom  on  aversion  to  industry^ 

*  Of  this  we  have  too  maoy  instances  among  the  peacsntry  in  lidand. 
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wheoj  in  fiict,  they  proceeded  from  want  of  employm^t  or  pmneni  ior 
labour ;  had  the  author  given  in  to  the  grave  diicnariops  which  wefe 
not  unft«quent  at  that  period,  on  the  propriety  of  exterminatiiw  the 
whole  race,  it  might  hare  excited  leas  surpnaej  than  that  this  UKXle  of 
improving  a  people  by  extirpation  and  banishment  should  not  only  be 
discussed  in  more  enlightened  times,  but  actually  acted  upon  and  en- 
forced, if  not  with  the  fhry  and  violence  with  whidi  the  move  powerAiI 
putv  in  America  treat  their  unfortunate  ndghbours  the  Indians,  the 
oricmal  possessors  of  thar  country,  at  least  by  means  sufficiently  efiec- 
tuiJ. 

X.  P^  105. 

Duncan  Foebes  of  CuUoden,  Lord  President  of  the  Court  of  .Seasioo, 
was  one  of  the  most  enlightened  men  of  his  time.  Bom  in  the  Highlands, 
having  lived  much  among  his  oountrymen,  and  gained  an  intimate  knofw- 
ledge  of  their  habits,  he  obtained,  bv  his  virtue,  wisdom,  and  probity,  an 
influence  over  them  almost  incredible.  His  ^  pen  and  ink,  and  tongue, 
and  some  reputation,"  as  he  himsdf  expressed  it,  oootributed  more 'than  any 
other  means  to  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion, — breaking  the  union  of 
the  chins,— overawing  some,  crossing  and  checking  the  intentions  of  others, 
and  retarding  and  preventing  their  rising  en  master  to  which  tfaey  had 
every  inclination.  That  sudiservices  were  neglected  and  sUghted  iy  go- 
vemment,  must  remain  an  indelible  stain  on  the  memory  of  the  men  at 
that  time  in  power.  It  is  ssid,  that  when  this  great  and  good  man 
recommending  clemency  and  moderation  in  the  punishment  of  the  i 
guided  men  who  were  to  tnSSa  for  their  in&tuation,  and  slating 
services  as  a  daim  to  be  heard,  he  was  contemptuously  aaked,  **  What 
were  his  services,  uid  what  they  were  worth?"  ''Some  think  ibem 
worth  three  erowns,**  was  the  answer. 

Some  idea  of  the  value  of  his  services  and  influence  may  be  formed  by 
looking  over  his  Memorial,  already  nven  in  the  Appendix,  of  the  State  and 
Number  of  the  Clsns,  whose  rising  ne  prevented,  or  whose  exertions  be 
paralysed.  It  has  been  thought  l^  some,  particularly  by  Jacobites,  that 
those  Chie&  who  were  persuaded  by  Culloaen  to  relinquiah,  on  the  day 
of  trial,  the  cause  to  which  they  were  secretly  attached^  showed  duplicity, 
if  not  cowardice,  in  so  doing.  This  was  not  at  all  the  case.  The  President 
knew  too  well  the  character  of  those  whom  he  addressed,  to  cndeavonr  to 
change  thehr  opinkm,  or  indnoe  them  to  dissemble.  The  aigamenta  by 
whidi  he  prevailed  on  so  many  to  remain  in  a  ouiesoent  state,  while  others 
risked  all  in  «  desperate  cause^  were  drawn  mrni  his  knowlec^  ct  the 
world,  and  of  the  resources  and  views  of  the  opposite  parties.  He  at- 
tempted 00  sudden  conyeisions,  but  merelv  represented  the  folly  of  sacri- 
ficing their  lives,  and  what  was  dearer  to  tnem,  their  dans^  in  a  rash  and 
unsupported  enterprise,  in  which  they  were  deceived  by  then:  Frendi  id- 
lies,  deserted  bv  many  whose  courage  evaporated  in  drinldng  healths,  and 
more  particularly  by  the  English  Jacobites,  who  promised  every  thdng  and 
performed  nothing.  It  was  by  a  statement  of  obvious  focts,  and  not  by 
an  attack  on  estsbushed  principles,  that  he  succeeded  in  rescuing,  by  per- 
suasion, so  many  fomiliesftom  the  destruction  in  which  the  ineonnderate 
and  rajily  brave  were  so  suddenly  involved.  The  sound  arguments  that 
prevailed  with  the  Chiefs,  who  could  comprehend  them,  had  no  influence 
on  their  followers,  who  were,  in  this  instance,  mora  inclined  to  follow 
then*  feelings  than  listen  to  reason.  Of  this,  the  behaviour  of  the  dan 
Grant  was  an  instance.  Eleven  hundred  men  messed  forward  to  oifor  their ' 
services,  on  oonditi<m  that  their  Chief  would  lead  them,  to  support,  what 
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they  ityled,  the  cause  of  their  ancient  Kings.  Afterwards,  when  it  w&b 
firand  necessary  to  pay  a  compliment  to  the  Royal  General^  by  meeting 
him  at  Aberdeen,  ail  the  Chiefs  influence  oonld  only  procure  ninety-five 
fbUowers  to  attend  him ;  a  Chief,  too*  much  beloved  oy  his  people. 

In  the  Isle  of  Skye,  likewise.  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald,  (father  of 
Chief  Baron  Macdonald,)  and  the  L4drds  of  Madeod,  Rasay,  and  others, 
had  9,400  men  ready,  when  expresses  srriTed  from  Culloaen.  The  for- 
mer remained  at  home  with  his  men,  Madeod  obeyed  the  summons  of  the 
President,  whose  arguments  had  audi  influence.  Though  Madeod  is  de- 
scribed by  this  ^eat  law  officer  as  the  only  man  of  sense  and  courage  he  had 
about  him,  his  influence  over  his  followers  fidled  so  completely,  wnen  they 
discovered  that  his  (pinion  was  opposite  to  their  own,  tiiat  he  could  not 
command  thet>bedience  of  more  tnan  200  men,  although  upwards  of  1,000 
men,  oonsistinff  of  his  own  people,  the  Laird  of  Rasay's,  and  other  gentle- 
men, were  ready  at  Dunvegan  Castle.  These,  and  several  drcumstancea 
whidi  ooenrred  at  that  period,  are  o£  themselves  suffident  to  prove,  that 
the  Highlanders  were  not  those  slaves  to  the  caprice  and  power  of  their 
Chieft  that  they  have  been  supposed ;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  as  I  have 
already  noticed,  the  latter  were  obliged  to  pay  court,  ^nd  yield  to  the  will 
and  independent  spirit  of  their  dans.  These  ftcts  also  reftite  a  general 
opinion,  that  diose  who  engaged  in  the  Rebdlion  were  forced  out  by  their 
Chieft  and  Lairds.  In  Lord  Lovat's  correspondence  with  Culloden,  he  is 
full  of  complaints  against  his  dan,  whose  eagerness  to  fly  to  arms  he  could 
not  restrain.  Although  his  is  not  the  best  authority,  I  have  had  suffi- 
dent evidence  of  his  correctness  in  this  instance  ftmn  eye-witnesses.  We 
lesm  also  ftom  the  President^  that  Lord  Lovat's  eldest  son  (afterwards 
General  Fraser)  "  haa  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  dan,  who  are  pas^ 
skmately  ftnd  of  fl>llowing  him,  and  who  cannot  be  restndned  by  my 
Lord's  authority  from  fliUowing  the  fortunes  of  the  Adventurous  Prince^ 
which  not  only  may  destroy  the  Master  *  and  the  fitmily,  but  bring  his 
own  grey  hairs  with  sorrow  to  die  grave."  t 

To  this  same  independent  spirit  we  may  ascribe  the  preference  which 
the  people  now  manifest  ftnr  banishment  to  a  fordgn  land^  to  remaining 
in  the  deg^ed  state  of  cottars  and^y-kbourers,  to  which  the  late  changeBi 
have  reduced  such  numbers  of  once  independent  tenantry.  When  they 
resolve  to  remove  to  a  foreign  country,  a  set  of  '*  illiterate  peasants  have 
gone  about  it  in  a  systematinl  manner.  They  have  themselves  chartered 
a  ship,  and  engaged  it  to  come  for  them  to  one  of  thdr  Highland  portsy 
and  a  whole  cluster  of  kindred  of  all  ages,  from  four  weeks  to  fourscore 
years,  have  gone  in  moomM  procession  to  the  shores ;  the  bagpipes 
meanvdiile  p&ying  before  them  a  sad  ftmeral  air."  t 

Y.  Page  107. 

A  Hi«HLAMPBa  would  flght  to  the  last  drop  of  bis  bkwd  at  the  com* 
mand  ef  his  Chief,  and  if  1m  thought  his  own  honour,  or  that  of ,  his  dis- 
trict or  clan,  insulted,  he  was  equally  ready  to  call  for  redress,  and  to 
seek  revenge ;  yet,  with  diis  disposition,  and  though  g^enerally  armed, 
few  lives  were  lost,  except  in  general  engagements  and  skirmishes.  This 
is  particularly  to  be  rettarked  in  their  personal  encounters,  duels,  and 

*  InSooOand,  the  ddsitasn  of  a  Loud  or  Baron  of  the  Houm  of  Peers  was  styled 
Master.   Thus,  the  Mastsr  of  Giay,  the  Master  of  RoDo,  the  Mastsr  of  Blaiityfe,4i<S' 
t  CuUodsn  Papsiti 
t  Mrs  Grant'!  Supsntiiioiis  of  the  HigNandcrs. 
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trials  of  Bwordmanahip.  *  The  stories  deteiled  of  private  assassiiiationf, 
murders,  and  conflagration,  deserve  no  credit,  as  is  well  known  to  eyery 
man  of  intelligence  in  the  country,  at  least  when  reported  to  have  occurred 
within  the  last  century  and  a  half.  In  earlier  times,  there  were  murders 
in  the  Highlands,  as  tnere  were  in  the  streets  of  Edinhureh  in  mid-day, 
but  much  of  these  may  be  attributed  to  the  weakness  of  the  laws,  and  a 
high-spirited  turbulence.  The  character  of  the  Highlanders  will  be  bet- 
ter understood  by  their  actions,  than  by  collecting  anecdotes  two  and  three 
hundred  years  old,  and  giving  them  as  specimens  of  what  was  supposed 
to  have  occurred  within  the  fifty  years  preceding  the  Rebellion  of  1745. 
In  this  Rebellion  did  they  display  anv  bkxKl-thirstv  atrodtv  ?  It  were  as 
just  to  take  the  character  of  the  people  of  Scotland  from  tne  period  and 
scenes  described  by  Pittooottie  in  the  extract  I  have  quoted/  (in  page  44, 
Vol.  I.)  as  thus  to  collect  all  the  revolting  anecdotes  and  repetitions  of  cen- 
turies, and  give  them  as  specimens  of  the  Highland  character  in  the  days  of 
Rob  Roy  Macgregor.  Even  in  the  seventeenth  century,  when  turbulence  was 
at  its  height,  less  atrocity  was  shown  by  the  Highlanders,  than  has  been 
exhibited  by  enlightened  nations  of  modem  times,  when  living  at  free 
quarters  in  an  enemy's  country.  Spain,  Portugal,  Germany,  Russia,  Italy, 
and  Egypt,  have  ample  reason  to  remember  the  murdersi  conflagrations, 
and  spoliation  of  the  armies  of  France.  The  following  statement  shows 
the  manner  in  which  the  Highlanders  comported  themsdves,  when  order- 
ed horn  their  mountains,  for  the  snecial  purpose  of  keeping  down  the  Re- 
publioinapiritinUie  south-west  or  Scotland,  and -of  living  at  ftee  quarters 
on  the  Covenanters,  and  others  inimical  to  the  measures  of  Government. 
This  was  in  1678,  when  the  "  Highknd  Host,"  (as  they  were  called,)  of 
8,000  men,  were  ordered  south,  to  *'  eat  up"  the  Covenanters.  In  what 
manner  they  obeyed  these  instructions  we  learn  fVom  an  eye-witness, 
whose  account  is  preserved  in  Wodrow*s  MS.  in  the  Advocates'  Library. 
This  writer,  who  evinces  no  fr]endshi2  for  this  **  Heathen  and  Unholy 
Host,"  describes  their  parties  sent  out  fbr  provisions,  and  the  sufllerings 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  beaten  and  driven  out  of  their  houses  if  they 
refbsed  to  give  what  they  demanded.    After  a  detail  of  outrages,  which, 

*  A  relation  of  mine,  the  late  Mr  Stewart  of  Bohallie,  aflbided  an  instance  of  thii. 
He  was  one  of  the  gentlemen  soldiers  in  the  Black  Watch,  (but  left  them  before 
the  march  to  England,)  and  one  of  the  best  swordsmen  of  his  time.  Latterly  he 
was  of  a  mild  dispontion,  but  in  his  youth  had  been  hot  and  impetuous ;  and  as  in 
tfaoiS  days  the  eountry  was  full  of  young  men  equally  ready  to  take  fire,  persons  of 
this  description  had  ample  opportunity  of  proving  the  temper  of  their  swmds,  and 
their  dexterity  in  the  use  of  them.  Buhallie  often  spoke  of  many  contests  and  trials 
of  skill,  but  they  always  avoided,  he  said,  coming  to  extremities,  and  were  in  sene- 
ral  satisfied  when  blood  was  drawn,  and  *'  I  had  the  good  fortune  ne?er  to  kill  my 
man."  His  swords  and  targets  gave  evidence  of  the  service  they  had  seen.  On 
one  ooeasiott  he  was  passing  from  fiieadalbtne  to  UKfalomood  tbrot^  Gleafidlocb, 
in  company  with  James  Mapgregor,  one  of  Rob  Rdy*s  sons.  As  they  came  to  a 
certain  spot,  Macgregor  said,  ^«  It  was  here  I  tried  the  metde  of  one  of  your  kins, 
men.**  Some  miles  farther  on,  he  continued,  ^'  Here  I  made  another  of  your  blood 
fed  the  superiority  of  my  swoid ;  and  here,"  said  he,  when  in  sight  of  Benlomond, 
in  the  country  of  the  Macgregors,  *^  I  made  a  third  of  your  royal  dan  yield  to 
clan  Gregor.**  My  old  friend's  blood  was  set  in  motion  by  the  first  remark ;  the 
teeond,  as  he  said,  made  it  boil ;  howerer,  he  restrained  himself  till  the  third,  when 
he  exclaimed,  **  You  have  said  and  done  enough ;  now  stand  and  defie&d  yourself, 
and  see  if  the  fourth  defeat  of  a  Stewart  will  give  victoiy  to  a  GNgarsch.**  As  they 
were  both  good  swordonen,  it  was  some  time  before  Maq^r^or  received  a  cut  in 
the  sword  arm,  when,  dropping  his  target,  he  gave  up  tfie  contest. 
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indeed,  were  to  be  expected,  as  it  was  for  this  yery  purpose  that  they  were 
sent  on  the  duty,  he  concludes,  in  a  manner  haraiy  to  be  expected,  and 
certainly  yery  omerent  fVom  the  accounts  we  read  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  moaem  Vandals  when  oyerrunning  the  Continent,  and  who,  if  they 
bad  forced  their  way  into  this  country,  and  had  been,  like  the  Highland* 
ers,  ordered  to  liye  at  free  quarters, ''  to  eat  up,"  harass,  and  keep  down 
the  people,  would  not  perhaps  haye  left  the  country  with  such  a  report  of 
their  proceedings  as  the  following.  "  Yet  I  hear  not,"  says  the  writer  in 
Wodrow's  MS.,  *^  of  Any  having  been  killed,  though  many  were  hurt;  but 
I  would  not  have  you  think  that  all  the  Highlanders  behaye  after  the  some 
manner,"  (going  about  in  parties  to  collect  proyisions  and  plunder.)  '*  No, 
there  is  a  difference  both  among  the  men  and  leaders.  The  Marquis  of 
AthoU's  men  are  generally  commended,  both  as  the  best  appointed  and  the 
best  behayed.  Neither  &  I  hear  of  any  hurt  done  by  the  £arl  of  Moray's 
men,  but  all  of  them  take  free  quarters,  and  at  Uieir  own  discretion." 
Laying  in  this  manner,  aftd  sent  for  such  a  special  purpose,  none  were 
killed  by  eyen  the  most  turbulent.  That  numbers  were  hurt  in  defends 
ing  their  property  was  to  be  expected,  and  it  is  matter  of  surprise,  that, 
in  such  circumstances,  liyes  were  not  lost. 

Z.Page  119. 

The  tenants  of  Lochiel  and  Ardsheal  supplied  these  gentlemen  with 

money,  after  the  year   1/46,  when  their  estates  were  forfeited,  and 

they  themselyes  in  exile  in  France.     When  the  Earl  of  Seaforth  was 

in  similar  circumstances,  after  his  attainder  in  1716,  he  experienced 

the  same  generous  and  disinterested  fidelity ;  *  and  Macpherson  of  Clu« 

nie,  though  an  outlaw,  living  for  nine  years  in  caves  and  woods,  was  in 

no  want  of  money  or  any  thing  that  his  people  could  contribute,  who,  after 

his  death,  continued  the  same  assiBtauoe  to  his  widow  and  fiunily.    But  it 

is  needless  to  multiply  examples  of  this  attachment,  which  existed  tiU 

a  late  period,  without  the  least  prospect  of  reward  or  remuneration,  all 

being  the  free  gift  of  men  poor  m  substance,  but  of  warm  affections  and 

liberal  minds.    Moreover,  this  generous  disposition  was  not  indulged 

without  risk ;  for  while  they  paid  the  full  rents  demanded  by  Govern- 

ment  after  the  forfeitures,  tney  were  threatened  with  higher  rents,  and 

persecuted  by  the  agents  for  sending  the  money  out  of  the  country. 

The  disputes  between  the  people  and  the  Crown  &ctors,  on  this  subject, 

ran  very  high.    A  respectable  gentleman,  Mr  Campbell  or  Glenure, 

fkctor  on  the  estate  of^  Ardsheal,  was  shot  from  benind  a  rock  when 

riding  on  the  high  road«     This  happened  in  1742,  and  was  the  second 

instance  of  murder  in  these  troublesome  times.    The  first  was  that  of 

Captain  Munro  of  Culcairn    in    1746.     He   was  shot  in  the   same. 

manner,  while  riding  at  .the  head  of  a  party  of  men  marching  through 

Lochaber.     But  this  blow  was  intended  for  an  officer  whose  party 

had,  some  time  previously,  burned  the  assassin's  house,    and   taken 

*  When  the  rents  were  collected,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sent  to  Lord  Seaforth  in. 
France,  400  of  his  old  followers  and  tenants  escorted  the  money  to  Edinburgh  to  see 
it  safely  lodged  in  the  hank.  Their  first  appearance  there  on  this  errand  caused  no  small 
surprise,  and  strong  animadversions  on  Government  for  allowing  such  proceedings. 
The  same  people,  so  generous  to  their  chief  in  his  adversity,  preserved  sudi  oon« 
trol  over  him  when  in  faSi  power  and  prosperity,  that  diey  interiend  and  prevent- 
ed  him  from  pulfing  down  his  Castle  ci  Braaa,  the  destmetion  of  which  they  ooiu 
sidered  derogatory  to  the  respectability  of  the  fiunily  and  clan. 
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away  his  cattle ;  while  hisaon,  who  had  resiated^  was  killed.  Comidering 
the  state  of  men's  minda^  and  the  disturbed  condition  of  the  comitry 
for  so  nuiny  years,  it  may  be  considered  aa  remarkable,  that  these  were 
the  only  two  instances  m  premeditated  murder.  The  man  who  afact 
Culcaim  was  known ;  but,  tnrough  some  unexplained  cause,  he  was  not 
apprehended.  It  haa  never  been  ascertained  who  shot  Mr  CampibeU. 
Suspicion  fell  upon  a  man  of  the  name  of  Allan  Stewart  or  Allain  Breach, 
as  he  waa  caUed,  from  the  marks  of  the  small-pox,  who  had  been  a  aer- 
jeant  in  the  French  service,  had  come  over  in  uie  year  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  lived  afterwards  as  an  outlaw.  He  was  never  seen  after  the  murder, 
and  was  supposed  to  have  oone  to  France.  A  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Stewart,  a  relation  of  the  family  of  Ardsheal,  was  taken  up,  indicted,  and 
tried  at  Inverarav,  on  suspicion  of  being  art  and  part,  (as  the  Scotch  law 
terms  it,)  or  in  tne  foreknowledge  of  the  murder.  The  Duke  of  Aivyll, 
then  Justice-General,  sat  on  the  bench,  the  only  instance  of  thia  c^oer 
pr^iding  on  any  criminal  trial.  Mr  Stewart  wtfi  found  guilty,  and  execute 
ed  near  the  spot  where  the  murder  was  committed,  and  his  bodv  bung  in 
chains.  -  The  whole  transaction  caused  a  great  sensation,  and  tne  juatioe 
of  the  verdict  and  execution  was  much  canvassed.  It  is  now  believed 
that  the  result  would  have  been  different  had  the  trial  taken  place  at  a 
later  period.  Whether  or  not  Mr  Stewart'  deserved  his  fiite,  it  were  well 
that  all  executions  made  such  an  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple as  this  did,  and  still  continues  to  make  to  this  da;^ .  The  talents  and 
resnectabie  character  of  the  person  executed,  the  pubbc  exhibition  of  his 
body,  a  thing  hitherto  unknown  in  that  country,  and  the  doubtfcd  dr- 
ciunstance  of  his  guilt,  are  still  matters  of  much  deep  reflection  amon^  the 
people.  On  Sundays,  and  at  times  when  they  pass  in  more  than  ordmary 
numbers,  they  assemble  on  or  near  the  spot  where  the  gibbet  stood,  and 
talk  with  solemn  and  impressive  awe  of  tne  whole  circumstances. 

Turbulent  and  accustomed  to  blood  as  the  Highlanders  were  supposed 
to  be,  the  terror  and  awe  inspired  b^  public  executions  is  very  remarka- 
ble. This  awe  is  not  confinea  within  the  mountains.  I  have  seen  sol- 
diers fearless  of  death  when  before  an  enemy,  and  yet  the  same  men,  for 
days  previous  to  an  execution,  became  grave,  thoughtftd,  end  seemingly 
powerfully  impressed  with  a  kind  of  dread,  which  they  could  not  shSce 
off! 

AA.  Page  129. 

It  may  be  curious  to  notice  the  similarity  of  action  amon^  men  with 
very  different  principles  in  all  things,  except  what  concerns  their  interests. 
After  the  new  system  of  managing  lands  and  laying  out  farms  had  com* 
menced  in  the  Highlands,  the  ancient  occupiers  and  cultivatora  were  often 
overlooked  bv  those  who  undertook  to  new-model  gentlemen's  estates. 
Their  future  happiness  or  miserv  fbrmed  no  part  of  the  plans,  and  seemed 
as  much  disregarded  as  the  fiite  or  the  ancient  breed  of  horses  and  sheen.  The 
old  Highlanders  were  considered  unfit  for  the  new  improvements;  the  length 
x>f  time  they  held  their  lands  gave  them  no  claim ;  tney  had  posaessed  them 
too  long  already ;  they  must  now  give  place  to  oUiers.  This  was  the  lan- 
guage of  many  agents  employed  in  these  arrangements.— 'At  the  beginniuff 
of  the  French  Revolution,  wnen  Dundee,  PerUi,  and  other  towns,  planted 
the  tree  of  liberty,  and  the  doctrine  of  equality  of  property  was  hcJa  out  to 
enoourafie  followers  and  sui^Kirters,  the  late  Mr  Dempster  of  Dunichen 
observed,  in  the  spring  of  1791,  that  his  farm-grieve,  or  overseer,  had  paid 
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jMortienlar  attention  to  a  largo  field,  ploughing  and  harrowing  il  twioe^and 
iKyin^  down  a  doable  allowanoe  of  manure.  He  waa  preparing  a  third 
driiBiiPg>  when  Mr  Dempater  aaked  the  canae  of  all  thu  care  Mstowed 
upon  one  field  more  than  the  othera.  Afker  lome  heaitation,  the  man 
anaweredj  that  every  nerson  had  a  right  to  attend  to  hia  own  intereat 
Mr  Dempater  obaerred,  that  however  true  that  might  be,  it  could  hare  no 
eoDoem  with  that  fidd*  To  thia  the  grieve  replied,  that,  aa  he  had  been 
a  kind  and  generoua  maater  to  him,  he  would  explain  the  whole  matter* 
He  then  told  him,  tha^  at  a  late  meeting  of  Deksatca  of  the  Frienda  of 
the  People,  they  had  diacnased  much  bunneaf,  and,  among  other  matten^ 
had  made  a  division  of  all  the  landa  in  the  diitrict,  when  thia  fields  and 
aomeacreaofpastnre,  fell  to  hia  share.    His  master  told  him  he  waa  hap- 

Ey  to  find  him  ao  weU  piovided,  and  aaked  what'  part  of  the  estate  they 
ad  allotted  to  him.  "  Oh,  as  to  you,  Shr,  and  the  other  Lainis,"  re- 
plied the  man,  "  it  was  resolved  that  yon  should  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  land,  and  that  none  of  the  old  Lairds  and  Proprietors  were  to  have 
any.  They  and  their  families  had  had  these  lands  long  enough,  their  old 
notions  were  not  fit  for  the  new  times,  therefi>re  they  must  all  quit,  and 
make  way  fi)r  the  new  system  and  new  order  of  things;  but  aa  you  have 
always  been  so  good  to  me,  I  will  propose,  at  the  next  meeting,  that  a  por- 
tion oe  left  ftnr  you." 

BB.P^139. 

Ow  reftrenoe  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary  in  the  north* 
em  ooanties,  it  will  be  firand  that  the  capital  oonvictiona  at  Inverness, 
ftom  the  year  1747  to  1817,  hare  been  fifty-nine.    Of  these,  there  were 

10  men  finr  murder, 

9  women  for  child-murder,  * 

3  men  for  rape;  one  of  them  rape  and  murder  near  Elgin, 

1  man  finr  fi|««raising, 
19  men  for  cattle-stealing,  t 

1  man  for  aheep-stealing,  % 

9  men  for  house-breaking  and  theft, 

9  men  Ibr  theft, 

8  men  for  robbing.  || 

Of  these  criminala  eight  were  strangers,  soldiers  quartered  in  the  differ* 

*  Tbif  crime  ii  1(m  frequent  nnce  the  etrictnesiofchuicfadiac^pliiie  has  been  nlU 
ened.    Only  one  woman  mu  been  ccmdemned  tinoe  1703. 

t  This  was  at  the  earlier  period,  before  the  nature  and  danger  of  *W{^tfi^cff<tie,** 
ai  it  was  called,  waa  properiy  undentDod  by  the  HigUandeia.  None  have  been 
convicted  of  catde-iteaUng  since  the  year  1705.  When  it  waa  known  to  be  a  crime, 
the  pnctioB  ceased.  Two  of  die  above  ollisnderi  were  in  the  knowledge  of  all  the 
Pretender's  movements  after  the  batde  of  Culloden.  They  gave  htm  infonnation, 
and  sam»lied  him  with  provisions.  They  were  Uken  up  on  suspicion,  and  thicat- 
eaed  to  be  iaitandy  executed,  if  they  did  not  confess  what  they  knew  of  him,  and 
were  at  the  lame  time  ofiered  the  tempting  reward  of  L.  90,0(NX  But  all  in  vain. 
Thete  mem  were  htmgtdfor  tUaliMg  a  cow  ! 

X  This  was  at  a  later  period,  when  the  stock  grasiers  got  possession  of  the  pas- 
ture grounds*  Many  iheq^  were  stolen  at  that  period.  Four  men  were  banished 
far  ^iyi«  flriiitfi 

I  These  were  part  of  Um  gang  under  Maddntoab,  who  robbed  Sir  Hector  Mun- 
ro.    See  page  9ft,  VoL  I. 
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ent  ganiflonsy  and  others^  who  committed  crtmeB  as  they  puied  thnNU|;h 
the  oountry,  and  were  apprehended  and  tried  there.  Tma  Cireuit  indnra 
the  Lowland  part  of  the  counties  of  Moray ,  and  Orkney,  (in  the  Jatter, 
crimes  of  magnitude  are  moat  rare, )  containing  a  population  of  52S8,681  iooIb, 
out  of  which  there  were  59  persons  (51  natives)  convicted  in  the  course  of 
seventy  years,  making  the  proportion  of  one  criminal  to  383,080  souls. 
From  1766  to  1761,  and  ftom  1767  to  1773,  there  were  no  convictions. 
From  1773  to  1783  there  was  only  one  man  convicted ;  his  crime  was 
murder.  From  1794  to  1817,  there  were  three  convictions  fat  murder, 
but  none  for  robbery,  honsebrcAking,  or  any  other  crime.  In  May  1817, 
a  woman  was  condemned  for  theft. 

The  feudal  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Duke  of  Axgyle  were  abolish* 
ed  in  the  year  1748,  and  the  first  assise  court  vras  held  at  Inveraray  in 
May  1749.  From  that  period,  till  1817,  the  number  of  convictions  haa 
been  eight    The  crimes  were, 

3  for  murder, 

1  for  csttle-stealing, 

3  for  theft,  (two  women,  and  one  man,) 

1  man  for  forgery. 

This  last  case  happened  in  the  year  1782.  The  offender's  name  was 
Macaffie.  The  forgerv  was  committed  in  Dublin,  but  attempting  to  pass 
his  notes  in  Inverary,  he  was  apprehended,  tried,  and  condemns.  On 
some  reserved  question  of  law,  however,  he  was  taken  to  Edinburgh,  when 
the  point  was  decided  against  him,  and  he  was  executed  there.  If  we  ex- 
cept tliis  conviction  of  a  stranger,  and  that  of  James  Fullarton  for  theft  in 

1783,  there  were  none  condemned  at  Inverary  for  a  period  of  fifty-one 
years,  firom  1753  to  1804.  There  have  been  two  convictions  for  murder 
since.  One  in  1805,*  another  in  1807.  The  Inverary  Circuit  includes 
the  counties  of  Argyle  and  Bute,  containing  a  population  of  82,860  persons. 

The  population  of  that  part  of  the  Aberdeen  Circuit,  which  may  be  pro- 
perly called  Highland,  and  which  includes  portions  of  the  counties  of  Kiii- 
cardine  and  Banfl^  amounts  to  14,596  persons.  From  1747  to  1817,  there 
were  two  men  condemned  firom  that  part  of  the  country :  one  for  murder 
in  die  year  1770,  and  another  for  fire  raising  in  1785.    From  1770  to 

1784,  there  was  no  capital  conviction  in  Aberdeen. 

As  the  Highland  parts  of  Perthshire  constitute  but  a  small  part  of  that 
Circuit,  whicn  comprehends  Perth,  Fife,  and  Angus,  I  shall  only  notice  the 
native  Highlanders  tried  and  condemned  at  Perth  from  1747  to  1817. 
The  number  was  sixteen,  of  whom 

5  men  were  convicted  for  murder, 

4  men  for  cattle-stealing, 

4  for  theft, 

2  women  for  child-murder, 

1  roan  for  rape. 

The  population  of  the  Highluids  of  Perthshire  is  about  40,130,  giying 
a  greater  proportion  of  criminals  than  either  of  the  other  circuits. 

*  This  wai  a  tnveUiiiff  tinker  from  Athole.  He  was  executed  for  thfowiqg  ia» 
wife  into  a  river,  where  we  was  foupd  djown^,  near  the  King'i  House  Ion,  Gkn- 
orchy. 
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Proportion  of  ooniricted  criminals  to  the  popnlation  in  the  difoent  dis* 
^ct8  in  the  HigfalandB,  ftom  1747  t6  1817. 

Population.  Convictiooa.  ProporUani. 

Inveneis  Circuit,       ....  238,681  59  in  70  yean,  I  to  283,180 

InTeraray, 82,261  8  in  69  1  to  700,501 

Ptttluhire  Highkndi,       -       -       -  40,150  16  in  70  1  to  175,569 

Aberdeen,  Banff,  dec.       ...  14,596  2  in  70  1  to  510,860 

Highlands  of  Stirling  and  Dumbarton,  13,259  5  in  70  1  to  185,696 

All  the  Highlands,       ...       -  388,982  90  1  to  301,677 

i*roportion  of  England  and  Wales,  for  7 
yean  prevkNis  to  1817,      -      -      -     10,204,280  4298  in  7  yeam,  or  Ito  16,898 

CC.  vide  GG. 

DD.  Page  137. 

Of  this  there  are  numberless  proofii  in  all  parts  of  the  Highlands. 
I  remember  many  old  people,  who,  in  their  youth,  saw  com  growing 
on  fields  now  covered  with  heather.  Among  many  traditions  on  this 
subject^  there  is  one  of  a  wager  between  my  great-grandfather  and 
ibur  Lowland  sentlemen.  These  were  the  then  Mr  Smythe  of  Meth« 
▼en.  Sir  David  Threipland,  Mr  Moray  of  Abercaimey,  and  Sir  Tho* 
mas  Moncrieff.  The  object  of  the  wager  was,  who  could  produce  a 
boll  of  barlej  of  the  best  quality,  my  ancestor  to  take  his  specimen  from 
his  highest  tana,  and  Sir  David  Threipland  not  to  take  his  specimen  fVom 
his  low  farms  on  the  plains  of  the  Carse  of  Gowrie,  but  from  a  fkrm  on  the 
heights.  Marshal  Wade,  who  was  then  Commander  in  Chie^  and  super* 
intending  the  formation  of  the  Highland  roads,  was  to  be  the  umpire. 
Methven  produced  die  best  barley,  Sir  Thomas  Moncrieff  the  second,  my 
relation  the  third,  Abercairney  the  fourth,  and  Sir  David  Threipland  the 
fifth  and  most  inferior  quality.  This  happened  in  the  year  1726  or  1727. 
It  is  said  that  the  season  was  uncommonly  favourable  for  high  grounds, 
being  hot  and  dry.  The  spot  which  produced  the  Highland  specimen  is 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  ShichaUain,  and  is  now  totally  uncultivated, 
but  of  a  deep  rich  soil,  only  requiring  climate  and  shelter  with  planting  to 
produce  the'bestcrops.  Some  hundred  yards  farther  up  the  side  of  the  moun« 
tain,  and  more  than  1,400  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the  traces  of  the 
plough  are  dear  and  distinct ;  also  the  remains  of  indosures  and  mounds 
of  stones,  which  had  been  cleared  away  from  the  lands,  when  prepared 
for  cultivation  in  more  ancient  times.  In  the  present  state  of  the  cli« 
mate  and  the  country,  bare  and  unsheltered  from  the  mountain-blast, 
those  fields,  once  smihng  with  verdure,  woods,  (the  underground  roots  ci 
which  still  exist  in  vast  quantities,)  and  cultivation,  now  present  the  as- 
pect of  a  black  desolate  waste.  This  extension  of  early  cultivation  was 
the  more  necessary  firom  the  numerous  population,  of  which  there  are  so 
many' evident  traces.  Although  the  more  remote  ages  are  called  pastoral, 
the  value  and  importance  of  cmtivation  seem  to  have  been  well  appredated* 
Forest  trees  of  large  size  have  flourished  on  those  high  mountains,  as  is 
f^y  proved  by  their  remains,  which  are  still  seen  more  than  1,500  &et 
above  the  sea.  Recent  experience,  in  several  instances,  has  shown,  that 
the  Scotch  fir  and  Alpine  larch  will  prosper  in  those  high  regions.  An 
i^xperiment  to  try  how  far  their  shelter  would  improve  the  climate,  so  as 

*  See  Reports,  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  1817- 
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t<>  Bake  tl^e  Mil  piodnctive  and  cultiTaUe,  as  in  fimner  tnaeB,  would,  in 
the  Qpinion  of  many  inteUigettt  men,  be  prefeiable  to  the  ntodern  SYstem 
of  improying  our  moantains  and  ^enny  by  remoTing  the  ancient  Lardy 
raoe^  uiat  have  peopled,  for  so  many  agea^  extenaiye  tracts  which  are  now 
to  be  left  in  the  state  of  nature,  never  to  experience  the  influence  of  hu- 
man industry.  Theae  regions  might  be  improved  into  anUe  produedve 
aoil  by  humane  and  considerate  proprietors,  who  retain  their  peopk^ 
which  are  the  wealth  and  capital  of  the  oountnr,  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
Sir  Humphry  Davy,  on  the  improvement  of  Bftos  and  Moorland,  there 
ia  "  strong  ground  to  believe  that  the  capital  expended  (in  the  Hig^iknds 
the  manu^  labour  of  the  people  is  their  capital)  would,  in  a  very  few 
years,  affi)rd  a  great  and  increasing  interest,  and  would  contribute  to  the 
wealth,  prosperity,  and  population  of  this  island." 

E£.  Page  148* 

It  is  said  that  a  man  ia  more  comfortable  as  a  day-labourer,  than  as « 
small  farmer.  Experience  is  in  opposition  to  this  opinion,  in  so  ftr  aa^ 
where  we  see  many  thousand  labourers  become  paupers,  such  is  never  tbe 
case  with  the  occupien  of  land.  These  may  be  poor  and  involved  in  dif- 
ficulties, but  they  are  never  in  want  of  food,  or  dependent,  on  diaritaUe 
aid.  Ireland  is  stated  as  an  instance  of  the  misery  of  small.fomerSi  T!ha 
is  no  more  a  fair  example,  than  that  of  the  people  placed  on  small  aflot- 
ments  of  moorland  in  tne  new  mode  introduced  mto  the  Highlands. 

That  part  of  Lord  Breadalbanc^s  estate,  which  is  on  both  sides  of  Loch- 
tay,  contains  nearly  1 1,000  acres  of  arable  woodland  and  pasture,  in  sight  of 
the  lake,  besides  the  mountain  grazing,  the  whole  supporting  a  population 
of  about  3,120  aouls.  Were  he  to  divide  the  1 1,000  acres  into  eight  or  ten 
farms,  agreeably  to  the  practice  now  in  procfess  in  the  Highland,  placing 
the  present  population  on  small  lots  as  day-labourers,  would  they  be  so  in- 
dependent as  they  now  are,  paying  for  the  landa  on  the  banks  of  Lochtay, 
high  as  they  are,  and  notwithstanding  a  backward  climate,  as  good  a  rent 
as  is  paid  by  many  fiirmers  in  Kent  or  Sussex  ?  Lord  Breadalbane  is  senai- 
ble  of  this,  and  |>reserve8  the  loyal  race  of  men  who  occupy  his  land,  with- 
out having  occasion  to  establbh  associations  fbr  the  suppression  of  felony, 
as  in  the  north,  *  or  establishing  rates  for  the  poor,  as  has  been  done  m 

*  When  proteeting  aaaodatioDs  are  found  neoesaary  in  the  North  Highlands,  un* 
der  the  new  mode  of  management,  I  may  notice  the  state  of  morals  in  this  great 
property,  maintaining  a  population  of  more  Uianj  8,000  persona  in  Perthshire,  be- 
sides 5,000  in  Argylahire.  Since  the  year  1760,  there  have  been  only  two  per- 
sons accused  of  capital  crimes  in  Lord  Breadalbane's  estate  in  Perthshire,  aad  both 
were  acquitted.    The  first  was  a  fanner  tried  on  suspicion  of  muider.  *    The  second 

*  He  was  a  married  man,  who  lived  at  the  foot  of  Ben  Lavata.  In  autumn 
1766,  »  servant  g^ri  in  hia  family  suddenly  disappeared,  and  no  trace  of  her  could 
he  discovered  till  the  following  spring,  when  the  abepherda  found  her  body  floadug 
in  a  snudl  lake,  nearly  half  way  up  Sie  mountain.  Owing  to  the  length  of  timeths 
body  lay  in  the  water,  no  dose  ezamiaatioo  could  be  miule,  and  no  marks  of  vio- 
lence were  observed  :  but  after  the  body  was  found,  a  report  was  spread  that  an  hn- 
proper  intimacy,  between  the  deceased  and  her  master,  had  been  obsorved.  On  this 
suspicion  he  was  apprehended  and  tried  at  the  Perth  Circuit  Court,  and  aoqutted, 
aa  Uieie  was  no  evidence  beyond  this  suspicious  report  While  he  lay  in  Jail,  U,  was 
broke*  and  several  prisoners  made  their  escape,  and  aa  be  revised  to  accempany 
them,  saying  he  waa  conscious  of  hia  innocence,  the  eircumstanca  acted  poweniilly 
in  his  favour ;  he,  however,  never  returned  to  the  country.  Hia  fimily  followea 
him  to  the  Low  country,  where  he  settled  and  died. 


APPENDIX.  xliii 

the  fertile  and  wealthy  oonntiea  of  Roxbureh,  Berwick,  &c.  Should  his 
SoTereijpi  ▼iait  Sootland,  and  pasa  through  the  Earl  of  Brcndalbane's  terri- 
tory, his  Lordahip  might  asflemhle,  on  a  few  hours'  warning,  3,000  men,  in 
ihe  prime  of  life,  reaay  to  receWe  his  Prince  at  any  of  the  great  passes  or 
entranoes  into  his  property,  at  Tayhridge,  Glenorchy,  or  Glenogle.  At  the 
head  of  this  loyal  and  haniy  race  of  men.  Lord  Breadalbane  nuy  welcome  . 
his  So¥ereign,  and,  pointing  to  his  followers,  may  say,  such  men  as  these  are 
good  supporters  of  the  country  and  the  throne,  and,  while  their  loyalty,  min- 
dplesj  snd  ancient  spirit,  are  preserved  pure  and  undaunted,  they  will  al« 
ways  he  ready  to  "  Follow  roe"  *  at  the  call  of  their  King  and  Country,  f 

FF.  Page  171- 

To  offer  an  agricultural  eomparison,  tsken  from  a  Highland  gleji,  may 
occaaion  a  smile,  but  I  may  be  nermitted  to  mention  the  relative  state  of 
two  glens  high  up  in  the  Highlands,  both  of  nearly  the  same  extent  and 
quality  of  pasture,  and  arable  land,  with  no  diflftxenoe  of  climate.  The 
one  ia  fViU  of  people,  all  of  whom  are  suj^ported  by  the  produce,  llie  other 
glen  was  once  as  populous,  but  is  now  laid  out  in  extensive  grazings,  and  the 
arable  land  turned  into  pasture.  The  population  of  the  latter,  compared 
with  the  fimner,  is  as  one  to  fifteen,  and  the  difference  of  rent  supposed 
to  be  about  &ur  per  cent,  in  fiivour  of  the  stock-fiirming  glen.  But  in 
the  populous  distnct,  the  surface  is  clearing,  the  soil  improved,  and  the 
produce  increased,  merelj  by  the  stren|;th  of  many  hanos,  without  ex- 
pence  to  the  landlord  either  in  building  houses  or  otherwise.  In  the 
grazing  glen,  the  soil  remains  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  large  sums 
have  be^  expended  in  building  houses  for  the  men  of  capital.  The 
income-tax  being  removed,  few  direct  taxes  reach  them,  horses  or  carta 
being  scarody  at  all  employed,  whereas,  in  the  populous  districts,  taxes 
are  paid  far  horses,  heartha,  dogs,  and  for  the  manufactures  which 
the  people  consume.  The  stock-farmer  ought  to  send  more  prodtu%  to 
market  thaki  can  be  spared,  where  there  are  so  many  people  to  support,  but 
does  this  additional  marketable  produce  go  to  the  landlcwd?  Perhaps  aa 
much  of  this  produce  is  laid  out  on  the  extended  mode  of  livins  in  the 
fimaily  and  personal  expence  of  the  man  of  capital,  as  is  consumea  by  the 
more .  numerous  but  more  economical  occupiers ;  but  that  even  they  can 

re  a  full  proportion,  is  evident  from  the  rent  and  taxes  they  pay,  and 
money  required  for  their  necessary  sunplies ;  the  land,  at  the  same 
time,  supporting  a  numerous  population  wno  improve  the  soil,  and  give 
nearly  as  good  rents  to  the  landlord,  and  nay  more  taxes ;  consuming  ma- 
nufactures in  the  same  proportion,  and  aading  to  the  employment  of  those 
who  prepare  them ;  ana  producing  from  their  small  spots  of  land  a  suffi- 
ciency to  answer  all  demands ;  and,  above  all,  to  maintain  a  robust,  active 
body  of  men,  read]^  to  turn  out  in  defence  of  the  liberty  and  honour  bi 
their  country.  With  all  this  the  earth  is  cultivated  and  grain  produced, 
and  industry,  and  the  improvements  of  men,  are  allowed  fhU  play.    In  the 

was  Ewan  Campbell*  (or  Laider,)  aotieed  in  Appendiz  II.  MacalpiDe,  alio  mentioii- 
ed  in  page  113,  Vol.  I.  was  tried  tot  an  illegal  act,  which  would  nave  subjected  him 
to  the  punishment  of  felony,  namely,  for  wearing  the  Highland  garb. 

*  See  page  29,  Vol.  I. 

"t  Since  writing  the  above,  a  meetfaig  of  this  kind  happened  in  September  1819: 
1 ,2816  men  of  Lwd  Breadalbane^a  tenants,  in  the  prime  of  lifb,  and  in  the  garb  of 
their  anoestots,  aisembled  on  the  lawn  in  fhmt  or  Taymouth  Castle,  when  Prince 
Leopold  honoured  bis  Lordahip  with  a  risit.    The  number  oould  have  been  doubled. 
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grazing  districts,  Bfoan,  with  less  than  one-fifteenth  pert  of  this  popukticRi, 
&w  taxes  are  poidr  few  manufactures  consumed,  the  soil  is  left  in  the 
stjtte  of  nature,  and  the  country  apparently  waste. 

Conversing  on  this  point  at  diflferent  times  with  judicious,  stock-fanners 
and  graziers  of  capitaL  I  asked  if  they  could  pay  a  rent  equal  to  that  of 
the  small  tenants  in  the  populous  glens.  They  aaswered, "  Yes,  certainly." 
Following  up  this  question,  I  asked  if  they  could  pay  the  rent,  still  keemng 
the  people,  haying  no  cultivation,  and  turning  all  the  land  to  pasturage.  The 
answer  always  was.  Certainly  not  more  than  half  the  rent  When  ftirther 
questioned,  why  then  did  they  turn  their  own  &rms  to  pasturage,  when 
they  saw  and  acknowledged  the  superior  advantage  of  cultivation  ?  To  this 
the  only  answer  was.  That  pasturage  was  more  easily  managed ;  that,  with 
ten  men  and  twenty  d(»s,  they  would  take  care  of  all  the  sheep  and  cattle 
in  the  glen,  which,  under  cultivation,  supported  643  persons.  In  short, 
they  fully  acknowledged,  that  cultivating  the  land  made  this  immense 
diTOrence ;  but  then  they  could  not  cultivate  the  &rms  without  restoring 
the  people,  or  employinf^  a  great  many  servants.  They  insisted,  at  the 
same  time,  that  pasture  is  better  adapted  to  wet  climates,  and  more  easQy 
managed  than  cultivated  fields,  overlooking  the  strong  and  acknowledged 
fiict  before  them,  as  well  as  many  others  of  the  same  tendency.  Their 
concluding  argument  was,  that  to  improve  the  soil  was  the  business  of  the 
proprietor,  not  theirs.  If  gentlemen  allowed  their  lands  to  remain  in  a 
state  of  nature,  without  an  attempt  to  improve  or  continue  the  cultivation^ 
the  loss  was  the  proprietor's,  and  so  long  as  they  got  their  fiurms  fiv  the 
rents  they  could  afford  to  pay  in  pasture,  they  asked  for  no  improve- 
ments.* 

GG.  Page  177. 

The  funds  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  have  been  stationary  in  those  dis- 
tricts where  the  inhabitants  hold  their  lands.  In  the  Highlands  of  Perth- 
shire, even  in  1816  ai^d  1817,  years  of  unprecedented  pressure  on  the 
poor,  when  great  sums  were  subscribed  for  their  support  in  the  souths 
there  was  no  increased  demand  beyond  what  private  benevolence  supplied. 
The  clergymen,  who  have  the  management  and  distribution  of  &e  funds 
for  the  poor,  find  no  clamorous  call  for  charitable  aid ;  on  the  contrary^ 
they  are  obliged  to  search  for  proper  objects,  who  conceal  their  wanta^ 
sufllering  every  privation,  rather  titan  humble  themselves  to  ask  for  pub- 
lic charity,  at  tne  same  time  that  they  will  gratefiilly  receive  private  aid 
from  any  benevolent  or  more  opulent  neighbour.  In  a  letter  from  a  re- 
spectable clergyman  in  Athole  on  this  subject,  he  says,  "  I  have  witnessed 
many  singular  instances,  and  have  been  astonished  and  gratified,  to  see 
how  long  poor  creatures  will  struggle  with  their  fate  before  they  submit 
to  that  painfU  degradation.  How  eminently  useful  is  it  to  step  fyrwurd 
to  their  aid  befbre  the  virtuous  pride  is  altogether  destroyed,  and  they  are 
reduced  to  that  last  resource  which  they  so  justly  ana  greatly  dread." 


^  It  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  state,  that,  notwithstanding  the  recent  dt.,.^ 

of  the  higher  glens,  their  inhabitants  have  always  been  more  acetic,  better  limbed, 
and  more  independent  in  their  minds,  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  glens ;  the 
soil  in  many  of  the  higher  glens  is  deep  and  rich,  and  when  properly  cultivated  with 
lime,  manure,  and  green  crops,  the  com  is  strong  and  productive,  failina  <»ly  in 
cold  and  wet  autumns.  The  upper  glens  on  Lord  Breadalbane^  as  well  as  those 
•n  many  other  estates,  prove  the  superior  appearance  of  the  people  and  capability  of 
thesoiL 
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Another  alile  and  leoloiu  clergyman  writes :  "  I  moat  always  search  for 
objects  of  charity  in  my  parish.  When  qiiestionUig  Individuals  on  their 
state,  I  haye  seen  a  blush  of  shame  and  confusion  spread  o?er  their  coun* 
tenances ;  and  while  they  endeavoured  to  conceal  tneir  wants,  and  point- 
ed out  to  me  others  more  needfld,  I  knew  that  they  were  in  great  neces- 
sity." 

In  the  parish  of  Mouline,  containing  a  population  of  1,947  souls,  there 
are  thirteen  poor  receiving  permanent  relief,  and  eleven  occasional  assist- 
ance, but  no  itinerant  beggars  in  the  parish.    Indeed,  the  fund  could  not 
aflRnrd  much,  as  the  amount  has  not  exceeded  L.  22,  10s.  on  the  average 
of  the  kst  five  years.    To  this  may  be  added  the  interest  of  small  sums 
bequeathed  by  benevolent  individuals  some  years  ago.    In  the  parish  of 
Dull,  with  a  population  of  4,836  persons,  the  number  of  poor  is  sixty-one, 
assisted  by  a  fund  of  L.  98,  15s.  annually.    Weem  parish  has  no  itinerant 
beggars  out  of  a  population  of  1,484  souls.    The  amount  of  the  ftinds  is 
L.  84,  lOs.,  on  an  average  of  five  years,  and  the  number  of  poor  on  the 
same  average  fifteen  persons.    In  the  parish  of  LfOgierait,  the  poor  have  les- 
sened in  bte  years,  when  there  was  a  great  increase  of  them  in  the  Northern 
Highlands.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  3,0 1 5,  with  little  variation  for  seve- 
ral years.  In  1818,  the  paupers  were  forty-one,  and  in  181 7,  the  number  was 
thirty-two  persons.  Dr  Smith,  in  his  *'  General  Survey  of  the  County  of  Ar- 
gyle,  drawn  up  for  the  Board  of  Agriculture,"  in  speaking  of  the  poor  of 
Argyleahire,  says,  *'  The  number  supported  by  private  or  public  contri- 
butions or  otherwise  is,  in  general,  vcxy  inconsiderable,  as  they  have  a  mo- 
desty and  spirit  that  makes  them  endure  absolute  want  berore  they  can 
bring  themsdves  to  the  mortification  of  reoeiring  any  public  aid.    This 
innate  disposition  keeps  them  from  being  any  where  a  burden.    In  the 
idand  of  Tyrie,  in  Aigyleshire,  there  are  8,446  persons,  with  fifty  pau- 
pers.   In  tne  island  of  Coll,  the  number  is  1,193,  and  thirty-four  poor 
receive  aid.    The  annual  distribution  to  each  individual  fhmi  the  poor^s 
ftmd  is  Ss."    With  such  a  fond,  it  is  absurd  to  speak  of  the  allowance  to 
a  pauper  as  a  support. 

HH.  Psge  179. 

Thb  excuse  for  this  manner  of  letting  lands  by  auction  is,  that  land- 
lorda  cannot  otherwise  ascertain  the  value  of  their  property.  But  ai« 
those  who  are  thus  called  upon  to  offer  the  prop^  vahie  tne  best  judges  ? 
They  are,  in  general,  either  the  tenant  in  possession,  distracted  with  anx- 
ious dread  of  being  turned  out,  and,  therefore,  ready  to  give  any  rent  ra- 
ther than  move  from  the  scene  of  his  past  happiness ;  or  it  may  be  a  spe- 
caktoTf  supported  by^  credit,  without  property  to  lose,  who  will  risk  any 
rent,  in  the  expectation  that  fottune  and  ftvonrable  seasons  will  enabb 
him  to  work  his  way ;  if  he  fidls,  he  is  no  worse  off  than  befbre,  nay,  per- 
haps, richer,  as  part  of  his  creditors'  money  may  remain  in  his  hands  ;  or, 
lastly,  it  may  be  a  stranger  fVom  a  distant  country,  ignorant  of  the  quality 
of  the  soil  and  of  its  proper  management,  in  an  elevated  country,  and  a 
boisterous  uncertain  climate.  It  is  said,  that  while  people  are  ready  to 
take  farms,  the  rent  cannot  be  too  high,  and  the  landlord  is  justifiable  in 
taking  the  best  oSor.  In  the  same  manner,  it  has  been  said,  that  while 
there  are  numberless  candidates  for  army  commissions,  the  pay  of  subsl- 
tems  is  not  too  smsll.  That  the  pay  of  a  subaltern  is  too  small,  I  well  know 
by  years  of  hard. experience,  and  I  believe  the  numberless  candidates  are 
rather  ufged  by  a  predilection  fi>r  the  profession,  and  by  their  want  of 
other  employment,  than  tempted  by  the  sufficiency  of  military  emolu- 
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meiiU.  From  the  nine  cause,  and  fhim  the  fMme  deauie  of  dbtainuig  a 
settlementj  candidates  are  induced  to  bid  for  land  at  whatever  rent.  Were 
it  the  practice  to  set  up  commasuons  to  public  sale  to  the  hig^iest  bidder, 
or  by  secret  and  rival  ofifers,  the  monej  to  be  paid  in  annual  instdmeotB, 
like  the  rents,  insteatl  of  tlie  whole  dU>wn,  dins  affimling  some  hope^  that 
the  delay  would  enable  them  to  pay  all,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  price 
of  commissions  would  quickly  augment;  but  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quence ?  Certain  ruin  to  the  unfortunate  purcbasen,  their  spirit  broken 
down  by  poverty,  their  morals  unhinged,  and,  in  the  hope  of  retrievuig 
their  difficulties,  gambling,  and  other  pracdoes,  discreditable  to  them- 
selves and  thdr  profession  resortHl  to.  But,  happily  finr  the  honoiir  of 
the  army,  the  destmctton  of  principle  consequent  on  such  proceedings 
was  foreseen  and  guarded  against,  and  all  officers  are  strictly  raobibiled 
from  giving  more  than  the  price  estaUkbed  by  reguktioBs  for  tneir  ohb- 
missions.  A  diflEbfCBt  aystcn  wonld  quickly  ruin  the  army-;  and  it  is  no 
less  dcstnwlive  aad  snbveisive  of  tlic  best  principles  of  the  cultivates  of 
the  laad,  who  have  hitherto  been  cmspicuous  for  their  primitive  Buatneta 
and  integrity. 

Although  all  my  observations  apply  to  the  Highlands  only,  I  may  take 
eaunnples  from  the  Lowlands,  and  give  that  of  a  nobleman  whose  chazacter 
adds  fostre  to  his  high  rank,  and  wno,  alVer  having  proved  himadf  one  of 
the  most  illustrious  and  able  commaaders  of  his  country,  iriien  fighting 
her  battles,  has  now,  when  his  services  in  the  field  are  no  lonser  necessa* 
ry,  shown  himself  equally  great,  judicious,  and  generous,  in  me  msni^e-^ 
ment  of  his  almost  princely  estate,  to  whidi  he  succeeded  a  few  years  sgo. 
The  former  leases  were  let  by  public  advertisement  and  acceptance  of  me 
bluest  ofier;  aceordingly,  great  rents  were  promised,  but  irregnlariv 
paid,  and  sometimes  by  sequestrations.  Tormented  and  disgusted  wita 
tbese  proceedings,  end  sfaocKed  at  the  distress  and  deteriorated  diaracter 
and  principles  of  the  tenants,  who  were  resorting  to  discreditable  shifts  to 
meet  demands  they  could  not  fairly  answer,  he  determined  to  act  agreea- 
bly to  the  dictates  of  his  honourable  mind.  As  the  terms  of  the  leasea 
expired,  he  cidled  for  no  secret  offer,  he  employed  no  land  valuator  or 
ag^t,  he  did  not  o£fer  his  forms  by  public  advertisements ;  he  examined 
every  form  himself,  and  calculated  the  produce,  and  thus  was  personally 
able  to  ascertain  how  for  the  former  rents  were  the  cause  of  the  foUurea 
and  defalcatums ;  he  fixed  the  new  rents  at  a  reduction  of  the  M,  on  an 
average  of  thirty  per  cent.,  although  some  were  raised.  So  injudidona 
were  the  former  rents,  that  while  some  were  for  beyond  their  value,  others 
were  too  low.  Every  tenant  obtauied  his  own  form,  except  two,  who,  by 
their  ofifers,  were  pertly  4he  cause  of  the  former  injudicious  augmenta* 
tions.  The  tenants  can  now  bear  up  imder  low  prices  and  taxes,  as  their 
modemte  vents  enable  them  to  meet  unfortunate  oontingendes,  and  thdr 
l^eoerous  landlord  is  secured  in  a  regular  income,  thus  makhag  him  as 
ladependent  as  he  made  his  tenanta. 

II.  Page  201. 

Ikstancbs  are  common  in  the  Highlands,  even  to  this  day,  of  die  ia* 
finenoe  of  public  opinion  operating  as  a  powerful  restraint  on  crimes,  nay, 
even  as  a  punishment,  to  the  extent  of  fordng  individuals  into  exile.  Two 
ocoQired  within  my  own  remembrance.  Several  years  ago,  two  men,  one 
old  and  the  other  young,  stepped  into  a  small  boat  to  cross  Lodi  Tvy, 
On  the  middle  of  the  lake  they  were  seen  to  stand  up,  as  UT  strugg^g, 
and  then  quickly  to  dt  or  fall  down,  the  people  from  the  distance  could 
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not  diitingciish  which.    Wlien  the  boat  arrired  at  the  shore,  the  young 
man  was  misaiog.    The  aoflMmt  which  hia  aged  oompanion  gaye  was, 
that'the^yoath  was  in  liquor,  and  wished  to  quarrel  with  him,  and  got  up 
in  the  boat  to  strike  him,  but  his  foot  slipped  and  he  fell  overboard.  This 
story  was  not  belieyed.    The  man  was  sent  to  Perth  jail,  tried  at  the  en- 
suing assises,  and  acquitted  for  want  <^  evidence.    The  impression  of  his 
suilt,  however,  was  not  to  be  effiiced  from  the  minds  of  the  people.    This 
belief  was  fiirther  confirmed  b  v  the  dianeter  of  the  man,  wno  was  quar« 
velsome  and  passionate.    On  ois  letom  to  Breadalbane  no  person  would 
speak  to  hkn*    He  was  not  upbraided  for  his  supposed  guilt,  nor  waa 
any  attempt  made  to  insult  or  maltreat  him  ;  but  he  found  every  back 
turned  upon  him,  and  every  house  he  entered  instantly  emptied  of  its  in- 
habitanta.     He  withstood  tliis  for  a  short  time,  when  he  left  the  country, 
and  never  returned,  or  was  seen  afterwards.    I  was  present  at  this  man's 
trfaL    His  name  was  £wen  CampbeU,  or  Ewen  Laider,  or  the  Strong, 
fiom  his  great  strength.    The  other  instance  happened  some  years  after- 
wards in  Strathbrane,  the  most  southern  valley  m  the  Perthshire  High- 
lands.    The  dreumstancea  were  in  part  similar  to  those  which  occa8i<med 
the  late  proposed  trial  by  wager  of  battle  in  the  case  of  Thornton,  accused 
of  the  murder  of  Mary  Aahmrd.    A  young  woman  was  found  drown* 
ed  in  a  small  pool  or  water  used  for  steeping  tfax,  having  considerable 
marks  of  violence  on  the  body,  and  traces  of  struffglins  being  discovered 
on  the  grass  round  the  pool.    These  was  not  a  ^abt  nut  she  was  mur- 
dered and  forced  into  the  water.     Suspicions  fell  upon  a  young  man 
supposed  to  hKwe  been  her  sweetheart.    He  was  sent  to  Perth  jail,  tried, 
and  acquitted  for  want  of  proof.    In  the  minds  of  the  people,  however, 
there  was  mnoof  sufficient.    He  happened  to  reach  home  iate  on  a  Sa- 
turday night,  and  next  morning  went  to  churdi,  and  took  his  seat  in 
one  end.    In  ^  moment  he  haid  it  wholly  to  himself.     Every  person 
moved  away  to  a  distance,  and  left  iSbe  whole  range  of  seats  empty. 
When  he  came  out  after  service,  and  stood  in  the  diurch-yard,  all 
shunned  him,  and  whoi  he  walked  homewards,  those  that  were  in  his 
front  huffied  on,  and  those  behind  walked  dk>w,  leaving  the  road  to  him- 
self.   This  was  too  much  to  bear,  and  his  resolution  not  holding  out  so 
long  as  the  old  man's,  he  disappeared  that  night,  and,  like  him,  has  never 
since  been  hesrd  <^. 

Tiie  laws  are  now  sufficiently  strong  to  punish  tXL  crimes  in  the  High- 
lands. When  such  was  not  the  case,  thesp  were  the  institutions  and  ha- 
bita  of  thinking  which  these  illiterate  people  established  for  themselves,  to 
pnniah  and  to  prevent  tranagressiona. 

KK,  Page  906. 

To  eactend  the  means  <^  education,  a  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  a 
eoiisemunt  regard  to  religion  and  moral  duties,  great  improvements  have 
lately  oeen  made  by  the  humane  beneficence  m  individuals,  who  have 
raised  a  fund  for  the  support  of  Gaelic  schools,  and  have  thus  enabled  the 
natives  to  read  the  Scriptures  in  a  hmjo^uaffe  which  they  understand.  As 
the  best  books  only  are  published  in  that  languiige,  the  principles  of  the 
people  will  be  protected  from  the  contamination  of  seditious  and  impro- 

Ser  tracts,  and  the  advantages  of  education  will  be  unmixed  with  the 
anger  that  threatens  their  best  principles,  by  the  abuse  of  those 
blessings  which  ought  to  be  the  result.  The  means  or  educating 
the  H^landers  in  the  early  nart  of  the  last  ceoiary,  and  of  instruct- 
ing them   in  religious  knowledge,   do  not  seem  to  have  been  wdl 
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applied  of  well  oondncted.     The  established  dei^  were  direeted  ta 

E reach  and  exhort  in  English,  and  schoolmasters  to  teadi  in  the  same 
mguage.  Thus,  while  the  paridiioners  were  compelled  to  listen  to 
discourses  and  prayers  of  which  they  did  not  comprenend  one  sentence, 
their  children  were  taught  to  pronoanoe  and  run  over  their  letters  with  as 
little  instruction.  In  conformity  to  this  system,  patrons  of  Highland 
parishes  have,  in  many  cases,  appointed  ministers  from  the  Lowlands, 
totally  ignorant  of  the  only  language  understood  by  the  parishioners.  In 
the  year  1791,  a  Highland  parish  in  Aberdeenshire  appealed  to  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  against  the  appointment  of  a  clergyman  whose  langus§^ 
they  did  not  understand.  But  the  Assembly  sustained  the  appointment. 
Yet,  while  religious  knowledge  was,  in  these  cases,  pla^  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  Highlanders,  by  those  whose  bounden  duty  it  waa  to  sfPord 
Uiem  every  fiudhty  to  acquire  it*  the  state  of  religion,  and  the  clear  notions 
the  people  entertained  of  dieir  religious  duties,  are  very  remarkable,  parti- 
cularly when  those  disadvantages,  the  scarcity  of  clergymen,  thdr  ipxh 
ranee  of  the  Gaelic  lai^guage,  and  the  generally  great  extent  of  the  pe- 
rishes, are  taken  into  oonsideration.  The  indifference  shown  to  their  re- 
ligious instruction  at  the  Reformation  is  well  known.  At  that  period,  two, 
three,  and  in  some  cases  four  parishes,  were  united  into  one^  and  nomber^ 
less  chapels  were  destroyed.  *  Tracts  of  forty  or  fifty  miles  in  extent  were 
then  lett  without  a  church  or  minister  of  the  gospel. 

Although  there  are  many  thousands  unable  to  read,  and  many  more 
unable  to  understand  what  they  read,  (in  English,)  the  advantages  of  edu- 
cation, when  combined  with  temporal  comforts,  are  well  understood,  and 
when  allowed  to  go  hand  in  hand,  they  have  answered  the  most  sanguine 
expectations.  In  this  manner,  we  see  men,  in  the  lowest  situations  as  cot- 
tagers, giving  an  education  to  their  children,  which  fits  them  for  any  profes- 
sion. Many  men  of  my  intimate  acquaintance,  educated  iii  this  manner, 
have  been,  and  now  are,  eminent  in  different  learned  professions.  Others 
give  fqual  promise.  These  men  acquired  the  religious  and  moral  habits, 
which  paved  the  way  to  their  present  eminence,  from  their  poor  but  well- 
principled  parents.  The  number  of  persons  thus  educated  from  the 
poorest  dass  of  the  people  is,  I  believe,  unparalleled.  This  oommenda- 
ole  trait  of  character  may  be  considered  as  part  of  that  chivalrous  spirit 
which  animated  ttie  clans,  and  which,  amidst  poverty  and  frequent  viola- 
tions of  law  and  regular  government,  developeamany  honourable  points  of 
diaracter. 

But  to  return  to  religious  knowledge.  They  who  suppose  that  know^ 
ledge  is  only  acquired  from  books,  will  find  some  difficulty  in  bdieving 
that  in  the  Highlands,  men  without  any  education,  or  any  language  but 
their  own,  can  give  a  dear  account  of  their  faith.  With  a  memory  ren- 
dered tenacious  and  accurate,  by  their  inability  to  read,  they  acquire  a  com- 
petent knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  on  reference  to  any  important  pas- 
sage«  will  readily  point  out  the  chapter  and  verse.  Not  only  can  tney 
repeat  whole  chapters  from  recollection^  but  even  recollect  the  greatest 
part  of  a  sermon.  Men  of  this  kind  were  not  to  be  found  in  every  fiunilyy 
but  thev  were  f^quent ;  and  by  a  free  communication  of  their  aejntiire- 
ments,  nave  greatly  contributed  to  oonsidaable  intelligenoe,  boAh  dni  and 

*  The  churches  of  the  neighbouring  parishes  of  Fordngall  in  Perthsbire,  and 
Lismore  in  Aigyleshire,  are  78  milss  distant  The  parish  of  Appin  was  suppressed 
and  annexed  to  Lismore,  and  Kilchonnan  annexeil  to  Foitingall.  Nine  chapels 
were  totally  luppiessed.  Four  parishes  were  united  under  one  dergymsn  at  Bisir 
Atbole.    Simitir  instances  are  frequent  in  the  HigihUads  and  Isles. 
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xeUgioiiai  But,  as  education  extanda^  tfiia  dmilty  of  a  tenadont  memory 
must  diroinish.  When  a  man  can  find  wliat  h^  wiabea  to  know  by  tonn 
ing  up  a  book,  he  need  not  be  at  the  trouble  cf  retaining  it  in  hie  mo» 
mory.  As  educatiaii  ia  becoming  ao  general,  it  la  to  be  hoped*  that 
mom  principlea  will  be  preserved  and  oombiiied  with  increaae  of  know- 
ledge, and  tnat  the  people  will  read  and  comprehend  the  Scripturea  with 
at  leaat  the  tune  advantage  and  inatruction  aa  when  ibef  were  taught  and 
explained  by  lealoua  and  able  cleigymen,  and  by  auch  mtelUgent  peraona 
aa  I  have  just  notioad* 

That  Highlandera  may  be  rendered  uadeii,  aad  their  best  military 
quaUtiea  deatroyed,  by  want  of  attention  to  their  peculiar  habita»  waa 
exemplified  in  the  reign  of  Charlea  I.,  when  two  ^tent  rivida,  the 
Marquii  of  Montnoae  and  the  Marquia  of  Argyle,  taking  opposite  aidea 
in  the  Rebellion,  each  commanded  an  army  of  HighianderB.  Mon- 
trose, whose  numbers  were  on  every  occasion  very  inferior,  never  loft 
a  battle.  Argyle,  with  Highlanders  equally  brave,  waa  constantly  worst* 
ed.  Haughty  and  overbeuing,  he  kept  aloof  firom  hia  people  (who  ho* 
noured  him  aa  their  Chief,  but  could  not  love  him  as  a  man^)  and  disi- 
rqparded  those  courtesies  by  which  &  Highlander  can  be  so  easily  uuh 
paged.  Af  ontroae,  on  the  contrary,  knew  every  soldier  in  his  aimy,  and, 
while  he  flattered  them  by  his  attention  to  their  songs,  genealogies,  aad 
traditiona,  and  by  sharing  in  all  their  fatiguea  and  privationa,  he  roused 
them  to  exertions  almoet  mcredible.  So  extiaordinary  were  the  ma^diea 
which  he  perfitrmed,  that,  on  manv  oocasionst  the  appearance  of  his  army  waa 
the  first  notice  the  enemy  had  of  lus  approadi ;  and  of  hia  retreata,  the  first 
intelligence  was.  that  he  waa  beyond  their  reaeb«  Befiure  the  battle  of  In- 
verlochay  in  Feoruary  1045,  wlien  the  Marquis  of  Argyle  had  3,000  nelDi,^ 
and  Montrose  only  1,600,  the  latter  marched  thirty  milea  by  an  unfto- 
quented  route,  across  the  monntaina  of  Loebaha^  during  a  heavy  ftU 
of  anow,  and  came  at  nidiit  in  front  of  the  enemy,  whra  they  bdiev« 
ed  him  in  another  pan  of  the  oountry*  "  The  mwm  shone  ao  dear,  ihat 
it  waa  afapcat  aa  light  aa  day ;  they  lay  upon  their  anna  the  whole  night, 
and,  with  the  aasistance  of  the  light,  they  so  harassed  each  other  with 
alight  alarma  and  skirmishes,  that  neither  gave  the  other  time  to  repose. 
Tbey  all  eameatly  wished  for  day,  only  Anyle,  more  intent  on  his  own 
aa&ty,  conveyed  himself  away  about  the  middle  of  the  niffht,  and  having 
Tery  opportunely  got  a  boat,  eac^^  the  hssard  of  a  battle^  chooaing  ra- 
ther to  DO  a  spectator  of  the  prowesa  of  hia  men,  than  share  in  the  diuger 
himaelf*  Nevertheless,  the  chiefs  of  the  Campbc^a,  who  were  indeed  a 
aet  of  very  brave  men,  and  worthy  of  a  better  chief,  and  a  better  cause, 
begun  the  battle  with  great  oouraffe.  But  their  first  ranks  discharging^ 
their  muskets  only  once,  Montrose  s  men  fell  in  upon  them  Airioualy 
awotfd  in  hand,  with  a  mat  shout,  and  advanced  with  such  great  impe^ 
tnoaity^  that  they  rouJted  the  whole  arm^r,  and  put  them  to  flight,  and 
ponufid  them  for  about  nine  miles,  making  dreadful  alaugbter  all  the 
way*  There  were  fifteen  hundred  of  the  enemy  alain,  among  whom  were 
several  gjentlemen  of  diatxaction  of  the  name  of  Carapbdl,  who  led  on  the 
clan,  aiMl  &11  on  the  field  of  battle  too  gallantly  fbr  their  daatardly  diie£ 
Montrose,  though  an  aamj,  pitied  tbdr  fate,  and  used  his  authority  to 
save  and  give  quarter  to  aa  many  aa  he  could*  In  thia  battle  Moptroae 
had  aeveral  wounded,  but  he  had  none  killed  but  three  privates!,  and  Sir 
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ThomRS  Oc?f Ivie,  son  of  the  Earl  of  Airley,  while  Arj^le  lost  the  Ldinis  of 
Auchenbreck,  Glcncaddell^  and  Lochnell,  with  his  son  and  brother,  and 
Barbreck,  Innenw,  Lamont,  Silvercraig«,  and  many  other  prisoners."  • 

Spalding,  in  hia  "  History  of  theTroubles,"  states,  that  *'  there  came 
xKrect  from  the  oommittee  of  Edinburgh  certain  tnen'to  see  Aisle's  for- 
wardness in  fbllowing  Montrose,  bnt  they  saw  his  flight  in  manner  fbre- 
aaid.  It  is  to  be  considered  that  few' of  this  array  had  escaped  if  Montrose 
had  n«t  marched  the  day  before  the  fight  twenty-three  miles,  (Scotch 
miles,)  on  little  food,  and  crossed  sundry  waters,  wet  and  weary,  and  stand- 
ing in  wet  and  coldthe  hail  night  before  the  fight."  Similar  to  this  were 
six  successive  battles  fought  by  Montro^,.tbe  loss  on  his  side  being  eqaal* 

S  small,  and  that  on  the  side  of  the  Covenanters  proportionably  great.  In 
ose  instances  we  find  a  body  of  men  very  infenor  in  numbers,  of  whom 
tb«  Highlanders  constituted  the  main  strength,  carry  ail  before  it,  when 
oommanded^by  a  man  of  high  military  genius^  to  which  he  united,  in  a  very 
eminent  degree,  the  useful  talent  for  properly  understanding  the  charac- 
-ter  of  those  he  commanded,  and  accommodatmg  himself  to  their  peculiar 
habits. 

At  the  battle  of  Aldeara,  a  few  weeks  after  that  at  Inverlochay,  Camp- 
Mi,  Laird  of  Lawcrs,  although  upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age,  fought 
mk  the  side  of  the  Covenanters  with  a  two-handed  broadsword,  till  himself, 
and  four  out  of  six  sons  who  were  whh  him  in  the  field,  f^ll  on  the  ground 
4MI  which  they  stood.  Such  was  the  enemy  which  the  genius  and  talentf 
of  Montrose  overcame. 

On  that  occasion  the  left  wing  of  Montrose's  arm?  was  commanded  by  his 
able  auxiliary  Macdonel1,orMaccou]l>  (as  he  is  called  in  Gaelic,)  sAl  cele- 
brated in  Highland  tradition  and  song  for  his  chivalry  and  courage.  An  ele- 
ction of  the  ground  separated  the  wings.  Montrose  received  a  report  that 
MaodoneH's  wing  had  given  way,  and  was  retreating.  He  instantly  ran 
•aloftg  the  ranks,  and  called  out  to  bis  men  that  Maalonell  was  dnring  the 
•enemy  before  him,  and  unless  they  did  the  same,  the  other  wing  would 
carry  away  all  the  glonar  of  the  day.  ' H is  men  instan tly  rushed  forward,  and 
ehaived  the  enemy  off  the  field,  while  he  hastened  with  his  reserve  to  the 
relief  of  his  friend^  and  recovered  the  fortune  of  the  day. 

MM.  Page  222. 

•  As  Instances  of  the  disposition  of  the  Highlanders  for  war,  and  of  tlte 
facility  with  which,  in  the  most  untoward  circumstances,  they  compre- 
hended and  executed  very  difficult  operations,  I  give  the  following  details 
of  some  occurrences  in  Athole  during  the  Rebellion  of  1745.  'Hie  actors 
were  a  few  country  gentlemen  and  their  tenants,  none  of  whom  hsd  ever 
&ced  an  enemy  till  the  battles  of  Prestonpans  and  Falkirk.  Some  time 
previous  to  the  month  of  March  If  46,  when  the  district  of  Athole  was 
garrisoned  by  the  21  st,  or  Scotch  Fusileers,  and  another  regiment  under 
the  command  of  the  veteran  Sir  Andrew  Agnew,  with  a  Ixittelion  of  the 
Campbells,  or  Argyleshire  Highlanders,  Lord  George  Murray,  command 
er-in-chief  of  the  rebel  army,  wishing  to  dislodge  those  troops,  marched 
fyofh  Inverness-sbire  into  Athole  with  a  battalion  of  the  Athole  brinde, 
and,  as  they  passed  through.  Badenoch,  took  along  mth  him  300  Mao- 
phersons,  under  their  chief  the  Laird  of  Clunie.  Halting  opposite  Loch- 
garry,  near  the  confines  of  Athole,  on  the  evening  of  the  l«th  of  March, 
he  divided  his  men  into  a  number  of  parties,  and  sent  them  off  by  difibr- 

*  Bishop  Wiahart^e  Memoirs. 
12 


APPENDIX. 


U 


ent  nmteft  to  aiwk  and  raipriae  all  the  poets  ooeapted  by  the  Kin^a 
troopa;  many  of  the  gentlemen's  homes  in  the  oouutry,  beskLes  otlier 
BlBtionSy  havintt  small  garrisons.  Lord  George  marciicd  to  the  Bridge  of 
Braar,  twomim  west  iVom  Blair  Castle,  the  head  quarters  of  Sir  Andrew 
Agnew,  and  watted  the  return  of  his  detached  parties.  At>out  break  of 
davj  and  before  any  of  them  had  joined  at  the  plaoe  of  rendezvous,  he  was 
informed,  as  related  by  Home  in  his  History  of  the  Rebellion,  that  **  Sir 
Andrew  Agnew  had  got  his  men  under  arms,  and  was  coming  to  see  who 
it  was  that  had  attacked  his  posts.  When  Lord  George  and  Clunie  re- 
ceived this  notice,  they  had  along  with  them  only  twenty-five  private 
men,  and  some  elderly  gentlemen.  Xhev  oonaulted  together  what  should 
be. done.  Some  advised  that  they  should  make  the  best  of  their  way  to 
Drummachtor,  others  were  or  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  to  mount  the 
hilla  that  were  neavest,  and  make  their  retreat  where  they  could  not  be 
followed.  Lord  Geoi^e  differed  from  all  who  gave  this  opinion.  "  If 
I  quit  my  post,  (said  he,)  all  the  parties  I  have  sent  out  wiU  &11  into 
the  haacb  of  the  enemy.  It  was  day*Ught^  but  the  sun  was  not  ^p, 
Lx)rd  George  looking  earnestly  about  him,  observefl  a  fold  dike,  (.mt 
is,  a  wall  of  turf,)  which  had  been  begun  as  a  fenee  for  eattley>and 
left  unfinished.  He  ordered  his  men  to  follow  him,  and  draw  up.  be* 
hind  the  dike,  at  such  a  distance  one  fVom  another^  that  diey  might 
make  a  great  show,  having  the  colours  of  both  regiments  flying  in  the 
front.  He  then  gave  orders  to  the  pipers  (for  he  had  with  him  the 
pipers  both  of  the  Atholemon  and  Maephersons)  to  keep  ^eir  eyea  fiked 
on  the  road  fVom  Blair,  and  the  moment  they  saw  the  soldiers  appear,  to 
atrike  up  with  all  their  bagpipes  at  once.  It  happened-  that  the  regiments 
came  in  sight  just  as  the  sun  rose,  and  that  instant  the  pipera  began  to 
play  one  of  their  most  noisy  pibrochs.  Lord  George  and  his  Highland- 
ers, both  officers  and  men,  drawing  their  swords,  brandt^ed  them  about 
their  beads.  Sir  Andrew,  after  gazing  a  while  at  this  spectacle,  ordered  his. 
men  to  the  ririit  about,  and  mardied  &em  book  to  the  Castle  of  Blair.'  Lord 
GrecMTge  kent  nk  post  till  several  of  his  parties  came  in,  and  as  soon  as  he  had 
collected  tnree  or  four  hundred  men,  conscious  of  victory,  and  certain  that 
his  numbers  would  very  soon  be  greater,  he  marched  to  Blair,  and  invested 
the  castle.  When  all  the  parties  had  come  in  and  made  their  report,  it  ap- 
peared that  no  less  than  twenty  posts,  great  and  small,  had  been  attacked 
between  three  o'clock  and  five  in  the  morning,  and  all  of  them  carried."  * 
Here  we  have  a  body  of  men  taken  from  their  ploifghs,  or  frpm  tending  their 
sheep  and  cattk^  and  commanded  by  a  few  country  gentlemen,  without 
the  kaet  military  experience,  and  with  nothing  but  the  natural  genius  foe 
war  wliich  marked  toe  Highland  character  of  that  age,  planning  and  sue* 
cessfully  executing  a  combination  of  attacks  and  surprises  of  posts,  several 
of  whidi  were  strong  and  .defensible,  being  ancient  nousA  of  gentlemen, 

*  My  gnaii1father*8  honse  was  one  of  those  attacked  on  that  night  It  was  gar- 
risoned .by  a  captain  and  109  men  of  the  2l8t  regiment,  and  a  detachment  of  the 
Argjie  Higlilanden.  The  rebels  rushed  on  the  picquets,  and  took  them  prisoners 
without  the  least  noise.  Proceeding  to  the  stables  and  out-houses,  where  some  of 
the  men  slept,  they  seized  upon  them  in  succession.  Those  in  the  house  knew  not 
wha^  passed  till  thcjr  heard  the  noise,  and  saw  the  court  in  front  of  the  Iiouse  full  of 
men,  threatening  to  set  it  ou  fire  if  they  did  not  surrender.  After  sonic  parley  they  ca<- 
pittilated  witliout  a  person  being  hurt  on  either  side,  except  an  tfailucky  girl,  the 
daughter  of  one  of  the  druouners  of  the  21st  regiment,  who  slept  in  the  house. 
When  she  heard  the  noise,  she  ran  to  one  of  the  windows  to  look  out,  and  being 
mistaken  in  the  dark  for  an  enemy,  she  was  killed  by  a  diot  from  the  outside.  The 
party  who  attacked  was  commanded  by  Mr  Stewart  of  Bohallie,  whom  I  haye  fre- 
quently mentioned. 


lii  APPENDIX* 


rioc  tlrfek  w«Ilft«  niiall  windows,  andloop-lioleB)  vai  being  defended  by 
disdpltned  troops.  Their  operations  were  coodutfted  with  snch  secrecy, 
dispatdi,  and  aadress,  and  each  partv  marched  with  sach  preciaiott  to  the 
difimnt  points  of  attadc,  ^t  the  wnole  wcse  carried  within  the  hoon  ap- 
pointed, althoog^  they  had  to  cnMs  rapid  rlTen,  high  mountains,  and  deep 
glens,  and  althoogh  several  of  die  posts  were  many  miles  asonder. 
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This  nobieman,  although  of  Lowbmd  extraction,  had  been  fared  a 
Ifighlander.  He  was  educated  by  John  Duke  of  Argyle,  in  whose  csstle 
of  lurenuray  he  passed  his  esrly  years.  He  entered  the  army  mB  EnsigB  in 
the  Foot  Guards  in  1783.  In  1738^  he  attained  the  rank  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  and  in  1739  wu  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  new  Higjiland 
tegiment. 

In  the  yean  1738  and  1739  he  had  senred  as  a  Tolunteer  in  the  Rusaisn 
and  Imperial  service  in  the  wan  against  the  Turks.  At  the  battle  ctf  Crotxk, 
in  Hnngarf,  in  July  1739,  he  was  severely  wounded  in  difierent  parts  of 
die  body,  and  left  on  the  fidd.  When  discovered,  he  was  carried  to  Bd- 
grade,  when  he  remained  some  months,  but  never  sufBcieutly  recovered 
from  tbeefiects  of  his  wounds. 

The  moment  he  was  able  to  move,  his  active  mind  not  allowing  him  to 
be  idle,  he  joined  the  army  in  Flanden  in  1741,  where  he  was  apmnnced 
A^jutsBt-'General,  and  proved  himself  a  most  enterprising,  intdl^^ent, 
end  sueoessfiil  partisan,  ever  on  the  alert,  procuring  the  best  inftnoation, 
counteracting  the  plans,  and  cutting  off  die  supplies,  of  die  enemy.  He 
was  no  less  discerning  in  penetrating  into  their  designs,  than  fearless  and 
judicious  in  the  attadc,  and  diq;»layed  die  greatest  prssenoe  of  mind  in  ex- 
tricating fainiself  from  any  unexpected  difficulty*  * 

*  «•  Lord  Cnwibid,  so  lesuuriDible  fer  his  oourage,  and  thiMtof  gloiy«  ^^^»»g^4trf 
a  marked  iratenoe  of  pKseoos  sf  mind  on  the  soomii^  of  tiw  kettle  of  RoootuE*  on 
die  Iflt  October  1746,  viMve  Sb  John  ligonier,  the  Earis  of  Crawiiiid  and  Rotbce, 
Brigadier  DougUi,  ind  other  offioersof  the  Biitiih  troops,  dietiaguiihed  them. 
selTct  by  their  gidlantiy  and  ecnduct.  Aeeoupsnied  by  some  vobuiteer^  and  by 
bit  aid-oe-camp,  and  attended  bv  two  orderly  dragoons,  be  bad  rode  om  bdfore  daj 
to  recoDDoitrc  the  rituatioo  of  die  enemy,  and  i3l  in  wiUi  one  of  didr  advanced 
goards.  The  serjeant  who  commanded  it  unmediately  tamed  out  his  men,  and 
ttieir  pieces  were  presented  when  the  Earl  first  perceived  them.  Without  betraying 
iSne  least  mack  of  disorder,  he  rode  op  to  the  sdjeant,  and  assumiag  die  efaaraoier  of 
a  French  General,  told  him  in  that  laagoage  Aat  there  was  no  oecasion  for  sitoh 
ceremony.  Then  he  asked  if  they  had  pocdved  any  of  the  eBeniy*s  parlies,  and  be-^ 
lag  answered  in  the  negadYe,  **  Very  wetl,**  sakl  he,  «^  be  upon  your  guard,  and  if  yoa 
should  be  attacked,  I  will  take  cars.tfaat  yon  shall  be  sostaiocd."  So  saying,  he  and 
his  company  retired  before  the  serjeant  could  recollect  himself  from  the  surprise  oc- 
casioned by  this  unexpected  address.  In  all  probability  he  was  sood  sensible  of  his 
mistake,  for  the  incident  was  that  very  day  pnblicly  mentioned  in  die  French  army. 
The  Prince  of  Imgray,  an  o£Bcer  in  the  Austrian  service,  having  been  taken  prisonr 
cr  in  the  battle  that  ensued,  dined  with  Marshal  Count  SaiK,  who  dismissed  him  on 
his  parole,  and  desired  he  would  charge  himself  with  his  compliments  to  his  old 
friend  the  Earl  of  Crawfurd.  He  wished  his  Lordshro  joy  of  being  a  French  Ge* 
neral,  and  said  he  could  not  help  bein^  displeased  with  the  seijeant,  as  ho  had  not 
pisctued  him  the  honour  of  his  Lordship*s  company  to  dinner.**  * 

*  Smollett's  Continnation  of  Hume.^ 
10 


APPENDIX*  Uii 

RoU,  in  his  Life  of  the  Bariof  Crawflird^  after  reeapituladBg  his  nmne- 
rous  and  important  services,  proceeds : 

''  From  what  has  thus  been  represented,  it  is  evident  that  the  Earl  of 
Crawfurd  was  bom  a  soldier^  and  it  was  his  ambition  to  die  as  such  in  the 
field  of  battle.  His  person  was  of  middle  size^  well  sha]^^  finely  propor- 
tioned^ and  very  strong.  Hip  generosity  was  equal  to  his  bravery,  as  ma^ 
ny  distressed  widows  of  dfioers  have  experienced.  His  temper  was  se* 
Irene  and  dispassionate.  His  judgment  strong,  his  discernment  penetrat- 
ing, he  was  splendid  in  his  retinue,  but  temperate  at  his  table,  so  that  he 
was  oompletely  formed  for  a  great  oonunander*  His  Lordship  haA'a  most 
exact  eye  in  the  surveying  of  grounds,  and  a  wondeiflil  quickness  in  di»* 
covering  the  strength  or  weakness  of  his  situations,  either  for  encampiuff 
an  army  to  such  an  advantage  that  it  could  not  be  attacked  or  amioyed 
without  manifest  loss  to  the  assaulters,  .mr  from  attacking  an  enemy  that 
was  encamped  with  the  greatest  advantage  die  ground  could  afford.'^ 

Lord  CrawAird's  mihtary  geniua  was  much  improved  by  John  Duke 
4>f  Argyhy  with  whom  he  hved  when  abs^t  from  his  studies.  He  was 
much  at  Inveraray,  where,  along  with  his  warlike  accomplishments,  he 
acquired  the  language  of  the  country,  and  became  attached  to  the 
peopley  their  manners,  and  their  dress.  ^'  fie  was  not  more  remark- 
able for  his  el^;ance  in  dandng  than  in  his  noble  way  of  performing  the 
Highland  dance,  habited  in  tSoat  dress,  and  Nourishing  a  naked  broad- 
sword to  the  evolutions  of  the  body,  which  is  somewmit  similar  to  the 
Pyrrhic  dance.  *  He  was  so  celebrated  for  his  performance,  that  he  was 
requested  to  perform  before  his  Britannic  Mcgesty,  which  he  did  at  a  nu- 
merous court,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  King  and  company.  He  d- 
so  performed.it  at  the  request  of  General  Linden,  before  a  grand  assembly 
at  Cormorra,  in  Hiyimy,  when  he  was  habited  in  the  dress  of  that  coun- 
try, which  became  toe  dance  .extremely  well,  when  his  Lordship  gave 
them  infinite  pleasure." 

In  March  1747,  Lord  CrawfVird  married  Lady  Jane  Murray,  daughter 
of  the  Duke  of  Atholl,  but  she  did  not  live  beyond  the  following  October, 
and  he  died  in  December  1749,  in  consequence  of  the  breaking  out  of  his 
wounds,  which  indeed  had  never  been  properly  healed.  His  active  mind 
allowiiig  no  rest  to  his  wealed  body,  bis  .eo9stiUitiQB  sunk  under  theex^ 
CTtioii* 

.00.  Page5U(|. 

At  this  period  the  celebrated  Dr  Adam  F^gnsqn  was  chaplain  to  the 
Highland  reciment.  When  the^  regiment  was  taking  its  ground  in  the 
morning  of  tne  battle.  Sir  Robert  Munro  peroelved  the  chaplain  in  the 
ranks,  and,  with  a  friendly  caution^  told  nim  there  was  no  necessity  fqr 
him  to  expose  himself  to  unnecessary  danger,  and  that  he  ought  to  be  out 
of  the  line  of  fire.  Mr  Ferguson  thanked  Sir  Robert  for  his  friendly  ad- 
vice, but  added,  that,  on  this  occasion,  he  had  a  duty  which  he  was  impe- 
riously called  upon  to  perform.  Accordingly,  he  continued  with  the  re- 
giment during  the  wnole  of  the  action,  in  the  hottest  of  the  fire, 
praying  'with  the  dying,  attending  to  the  wounded,  and  directing  them 
to  be  earried  to  a  place  of  safety.    By  his  fearless  seal,  his  intrepidity, 

•  This  dance  was  caHed  Makinonair.  I  have  seen  it  peiforaied  by  old  meo» 
but  it  has  now  disappeaied.  As  anns  wen  not  in  use  in  later  times,  a&  oaken  staff 
svpplied  the  place  of  the  swoid. 


•ad  Jib  friflnddiip  towftnk  the  loklien,  (aeverai  ofnpvhom  had  been  his 
school-fellows  at  lyuDkeld^)  his  amiable  and  cheerful  manners,  check- 
ing with  severity  when  necessary,  mixing  among  them  with  ease  and 
fkmiliarity,  and  being  as  ready  as  any  of  them  with  a  poem  or  heroic  tale^ 
he  acquired  an  unbounded  ascendancy  over  them.  Such  chaplains  as 
Di  Ferguson  arc  rarely  to  be  met  with,  but  as  manv  pious  and  exemplary 
derffymcn  may  be  procured,  it  is  matter  of  regret  that  this  office  has  been 
late^  dispensed  with.  It  has  been  said  that  chaplains  were  frequently 
men  of  immoral  characters^  who^  by  their  profligate  example,  were  more 
«»l4n)Ut^  to  do  evil  than  good.  As  this  must  have  proceeded  &om  an 
improper  choice,  it  may  be  supposed  that  if  due  .precautions  were  i>b8erv.' 
ed,  and  the  pay  of  the  chaplains  increased  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  sur- 
geonsj  pious,  able,  and  learned  niep  would  enter  an  honourable  service, 
where  their  income  would  render  them  independent,  and  where  their  re* 
ligious  and  moral  instructions,  enforced  by  their  own  example,  would  in* 
fluence  the  conduct^  and  prove  higl^ly  beneficial  to  ^very  rank  under  their 
charge, 

This  regiment  was  peculiarly  fortunate  in  the  choice  of  chaplains  made 
ibr  them  by  Ix>rd  John  Murray  while  he  commanded.  These  were  Dr 
Ferguson,  Messrs  James  and  John  Stewart,  for  the  two  second  battalions, 
raised  .in  1758  and  1780,  and  Mr  Maclagan,  afterwards  minister  of  Bloir 
Athole,  Uian  whom,  perha^is,  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  could  not  have  pro* 
duced  a  successor  more  worthy  of  Dr  Ferguson,  or  a  chfiplain  better  quali* 
fied  for  the  Highland  regiment' 
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Letters  of  Service, /br  forming  the  HiefUand  Regiment  from  the  In* 
dependent  Companies  fft/ie  Black  IVatch. 

Geobge  R.-:^ Whereas  we  have  thought  fit,  that  a  rq^mcnt  of  Ibol  be 
Ibrthwith  fbnned  under  your  commaiuT,  and  to  consist  of  ten  eompanies^ 
each  to  contain  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  three  Serjeants^ 
three'  corporals,  two  lurummers,  and  one  hundred  effcctiye  private  men ; 
which  said  regiment  shall  be  partly  fonned  out  of  six  Indqiendcnt  Com- 
panies of  foot  in  the  HighlancU  of  North  Britain,  three  of  which  are  now 
eoinmandcd  by  captains,  and  three  by  captain-lieutenants.  Our  will  and 
pleasure  therefore  is,  that  one  serjeant,  one  corporal,  and  fifty  private  men, 
be  forthwith  taken  out  of  the  three  companiea  commanded  by  captains, 
and  ten  private  men  from  the  three  commanded  by  captain-lieutenants, 
making  one  hundred  and  eighty  men,  who  are  to  be  equally  distributed 
into  the  four  companies  hereby  to  be  raised ;  and  the  three  seijeants  aiid 
three  oorporals,  draughted  as  aforesaid,  to  be  placed  to  such  of  the  four 
companies  as  you  shall  judge  proper ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  non-com- 
mtssioned  officers  and  private  men,  wanting  to  complete  them  to  the  above 
number,  to  be  raised  in  the  Highlands  with  all  possible  speed ;  the  mei^ 
to  be  natives  of  that  country,  and  none  other  to  be  taken. 

This  regiment  shall  commence  and  take  place  according  to  the  esta- 
blishment thereof.  And  of  these  our  orders  and  commands,  you,  and  the 
said  three  captains  and  the  three  captain-lieutenants  commanding  at  pre- 
sent the  six  Independent  Highland  Companies,  and  all  others  concerned, 
are  to  take  notice,  and  to  yield  obedience  thereunto  accordingly. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St  James's,  this  7th  day  of  November  1789« 

and  in  the  13th  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majesty's  command,  ^ 

(Signed)  Wm.  Yonge.        j 

To  our  Riffht  TVusty  and  Riffhl  WeU-Bdoved  Ccusimy 
John  Earl  of  Cravjurd  and  Lindsai^. 
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No.  I. 

aurn  ^  Killed  and  Wounded  qf  ike  43(1  Regiment,  m-  Biack 
Watch,  now  ^^Std,  or  Rm^  Highland  Regiment,  from  thejvrajor^ 
motion,  in  the  year  1740,  to  1815,  distinguishmg  the  Number  m 
each  War. 


BATTLES,  ACTIONS,  AND 
SKIRMISHES. 


War  ZKDiva  1748. 
PonCenoy,  May  11,  1745,    - 
L*Orient,  September  1746,      - 
Hukt,  Msy  1747, 
Sooth  BerdaDd,  May  1747^ 

Total, 


Sevkx  Yeaes*  W4R« 
TioondcTOga,  July  7, 1760,     - 
Martinique,  January  1759,     - 
Guadaloupe,  February  and  March  1769, 
Geoenl  Amherst's  expedition  to  the 

LalEes,  July  and  August  1769, 
Martinique,  January  and  Feb.  1763) 
Ha?annah,  June  and  July  1762,    - 
BzpeditioQ,  under  Colonel  Bouquet,  to 

Fort  Pitt  in  Augost  1763, 
Second  expedition ,  under  Brigadier-Go. 

nena  Booquct»  in  1764  imd  1765, 

Total, 


Akebican  War. 
Lgng  Island  and  Brooklyne,  August 

22  and  27,  1776.      ^ 
York  Ishmd,  September  16, 177^ 

Fort  Washington,  Nor.  16^ 

Black  Horse,  Delaware,  Dec  22,  ^^ 
Amboy,  Febrqaiy  13,  1777,  (grenadiei 

company,)        .■        »       •        • 
Pitscatua,  May  10, 1777, 
Brandy  Wme,  Sept  11,  »-*     . 

Geimantown,  October  6,  ;  (light 

company,)        -        -        •        - 
Jersey^s  skirmishing,  Maidi  22, 1778, 
Monmouth,  June  28,  ^— 
Blizabethtown,  Jersey,  Feb.  26,  1779, 

(skirmishing,)        -        -        ^ 
Charlfistown,  April  and  May  1780, 
Jeneys,  March  2%  1781,  (skirmishing,) 
Yorktown,  ViigiQia,  Sq»tember  and  Oc- 
tober 1781 ,  (light  company,)     • 

'   Total, 


.  Ini 
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Namex  of  Officers  Killed  atid  Wounded  of  thu  A:Sd  Rv^'knient,  or 
Black  Watcky  now  the  42^,  or  Royal  Highland  Reotmentjrom  the 
year  1740  to  1815.   ' 


BATTLES,  AC- 
TIONS. AND  SKIR- 
MISHES. 


Wau  endikg 
174& 
PoDtenoy,  May  11, 
1745i 


Seven  Yea&a* 
War. 
Tlconderdga,  July 
7,  1758, 


KILLED. 


Captain  John  Campbd 
of  Carrick. 


WOUNDBD. 


Captain  Robert  Campbell  of  Finab. 
Ensign  Ronald  Campbell. 

Ja.  Campbell  of  Gleofallodi. 


Enngn  Lacb.  Catnpbell. 


Major  Dunean  C«npbeU  Capt  Gordon  Graham  of  Dralnic. 
<rf  Innenw.  I         Thomas  Graham  of  Duchray. 


Capt  John  CampbdL 
Lieut  Geo.  Farquhanon. 
H.  Macpherson. 
William  BaUiie. 
John  SutherUnd. 
Ens.  Patrick  Stewart  of 
Bonakeid. 
Geoxge  Rattray. 


Martinique,  Janu- 
ary 1769, 

Guailaloupe,  FeU 
and  March  1759, 


Martinique,  Janu- 
ary and  February 
1762, 


Kds.  J*  Maclean. 


Capt  Will.  Cockbum* 
Lieut  David  Baii%. 


to   Fort  Fitt 
August  1763) 


in 


Amehicam  Waa. 
Long  Island,  Aug. 

2^,  1776, ' 
Vork  Island,  Sept 

17,  177C, 


(Expedition,    under  Capt  John  Graham. 
Colonel  Bouquet,  Lieut  Ja.  Mackintosh. 


John  Campbell  of  Stracbur. 
James  8tewart  of  Urracd. 
James  Murray  of  Stiowan. 
Lieut  James  Grant 

Robert  Gray. 

John  CampbcU  of  Melford. 

William  Grant 

John  Graham. 

AJU^umder  Campbell. 

Alexander  Mackintosh. 

Archibald  Campbell. 

David  Milne. 

Patrick  Balneavet  of  Edradour. 
Ens.  John  Smith. 
Peter  Grant 
Lieut  George  Leslie. 

Lieut  A.  Madean. 

George  Leslie. 

J.  St  Clair. 

A.  Robertson. 
Major  John  Rcid  of  Slralocb. 
Capt  James  Murray  of  Strowan. 

Thomas  Stirling  of  Asdoch. 
Lieuts.  Alexander  Mackintosh. 

David  Milne. 

Patrick  Balneavca  of  Edndour. 

Alex.  Tumbull  of  Strickathro. 

John  Robertson  of  Ludc. 

William  Brown. 

George  Leslie. 
Capt  John  Graham  of  Duchray. 
Lieut  Duncan  CampbelL 


Lieut  J.  Crammond. 

Brevet-Major  Dimcan  Macpherson. 

Capt-Lieut  John  Mackintosh. 

Ens.  A.  Mackenzie.    Died  of  wound*. 
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BATTLES,   AC- 
TIONS, AND  SKIR 
MISHES. 


KILLED. 


WOUNDED. 


Amebican  Wab. 
Port  Washington, 
Nov.  16,  1776, 

Piscalua,  May  lOi, 

1777, 

Brandy  Wine,  Sep- 
tember 11, 1777) 

Monmouth,  June 
28,  1778, 

Cbarlestown,  April 
and  May  1780, 

Jersey*  March  26, 
1781, 

Pbekch  Revolu 

TiONABY  Wab. 

Gildemnalsen,  Jan. 

5,  1795, 
Banks  of  the  Waal, 

Jan.  7,  1705, 

St  Luda,  Ap.  1796, 

St    Vincent,    June 

10,  1796, 
Landing  in  Egypt, 

Mardh  8,  1801, 


Lieut.  Akx.  Macleodt 


Lieut.  Norman  Madeod. 

« Pat.  Graham  of  Inchbiackie* 
AIe)cander  Grant 
Capt  Duncan  MacpheisoOi 
Lieut.  William  Stewart. 
Volunteer  Geoige  Mackensie. 

Ueot.  Hairy  Gikhnst,  died  of  hi 

woondi. 
Cape  David  Anstrother  of  Axditt. 

Colonel  Thomas  Stirling  of  Axdoch. 


Egypt,  Masch  13, 
1801, 

Alexandria,  Maieh 
21,  1801, 


Corunika, 
1809, 


Burgos,  Sept. 
Oct  1812, 


Pa&fttigc  of  the  Ni- 
^elle,    Nov.    10, 

iui:t, 


Lieut  Call  Lamont 

Lieut  John  Raitt 

Lieut  James  J.  Praser. 
Lieut  Simon  Pniser,  Juniw. 

Lieut-Colonel  James  Stewart 
Capt  Charles  Macquanie. 
Lieuts.  Alexander  Campbell. 

John  Dick. 

Prederick  CampbelL 

Stewart  Campbell. 

Charles  CampbdL 
Ensign  William  Wilson. 
Lieut-CoL  Will.  Dickson  of  Kilbucho4 
Capt  Arch.  A.  Campbell 
Lieut  Simon  Praser,  Senior. 
Brey.-MaJor  Rob.  Bissetl  Major  James  Stirling. 

Capt  David  Stewart 
Lieuts.  Hamilton  Rose. 

J.  M.  Sutherland. 

A.  M.  Cunningham. 

Prederick  Campbell. 

Maxwell  Grant 
Ensign  William  Mackenzie. 
Jad.  16,1  Capt  Dun.  Campbell,  died  of  woundti 

John  Praser. 

Maxwell  Grant 
Lieuts.  Alexander  Anderson. 

WOliam  Middleton. 

Thomas  Madnnes* 
Capts.  Donakl  Williamwn,  died  oi( 
wounds. 

Archibald  MensieSk 

George  Davidson. 
Lieuts.  Hugh  Angus  Praser. 

James  Stewart. 

Robert  Mackinnon. 
Capt.  Mungo  Macpherson. 
Lieut  Kenneth  Maodougall.  * 


Lieut  A.  Anderson. 
Alex.  Stewart 
Akx.  Donaldson. 
Colin  CampbelL 
Donald  MacnicoL 


. 


and 


Lieut  R.  Ferguson. 
Peter  Milne. 
Ens.  David  Cullcn. 
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BATTLES,  AC- 
TIONS, ANDSKIR^ 
lOSHES. 


KILLED. 


WOUNDED. 


Feekch  Revolu 
TioNABT  Was. 
PaMi^oftbeKWe, 

Dec  9,  1819, 
Orth^    Pdb.    87 

1814, 


Lieut  James  SteUBxt. 


TooIrmi  Apii  !•,  Gept.  Jehu  Bwmmn, 


1814. 


Ueot  WiUum  Goidoii. 
BflB.  Mm  Letto. 

Don.  MaccriMimoii. 


16,  1815, 


Waterloo,  June  18, 
1815, 


died 


J 


-CoL   Sir   Bobert 
Macam,  K.  C.  B. 
Lieut  Robert  Gordon. 
Bne.  WHliBm  Qenaid. 


Mjtjor  Wimam  C^«c&  . 
CaptJamoa  Walker. 
Ueutf.  DoneaB  Stewart 

Jamee  Brander. 
Lient-Cokmel  Robert  Ifaeais. 
Ctqalt,  James  Walker. 

JohBHendenoD,diedaf 
Alexander  Maekensie. 
Lieuta.  Donald  Mackcniie. 

ThanasMnnrob 

Hugh  Angus  FraaoK 

Jamas  Robertson. 

R.  A.  MaddnnoB. 

Roger  Stewart 

Robert  Goidon. 

Charles  Madaien. 

Doa,    FaT(|uharBO», 
wounds. 

James  Watson. 

William  UrqiAart 
Bnagn  Thomas  MacnivvD. 

Colin  Walker. 

James  Geddes. 

Mungo  llacphenon. 
Major  R.  H.  IMck. 
Ciqpta.  A.  Mensies. 

Geo.  DandsoB,  £ed«f  wounda 

Donald  MacdonaUL 

Daniel  Mackktoalk 

Robert  Boyle. 
Ueuts.  Donald  CUshobBi 

Duncan  Stewart 

Donald  Mackenzie. 

Hugh  Angus  Eraser. 

John  Malcolm. 

A.  Dunbar* 
llliam  Fraser. 

A.  L.  Fraser. 
Adjutant  James  Young. 
Capt  Mungo  MaqphenoD* 
Lieuts.  John  Orr. 

Georce  Gunn  Munraw 

Hui:n  Angus  Fraser. 

James  Brander. 
Quartermaster  Donald  Maddntosh. 


Total,  34  OfBoees  UHed,  90  Odicers,  1  Staff,  1  Volunteer,  wounded. 


dix. 


FORTY-THIRD,  or  Black  Watch,  now  the 


Colonels. 


Lieut.-Colonel8 


ed  Battn.  1780. 
l8t  Bat      , 

""/ 

2d  Bat.  7 
iBt  Baty 


John  {larl  of  Cxawibtd  and  Lindaay 

Hugh  Lord  Sempill        •        •        .        . 

LfOrd  John  Murray 

Sir  Hector  Munro,  E.B.  « 

George  Marquis  of  Huntly 

John  Earl  of  Hopetoon  •  -• 

Sir  Rohert  Munro  of  Fonlia 

John  Monro  •  .  • 

John  Camphell  (Duke  of  Arcyle) 

Francu  Grant,  son  of  the  Laird  of  Grant 

Qordd|&  Grahunof  Drainie  * 

Thomas  Graham  of  Ducfaray 

Thomas  Stirling  of  Ardoch  •         • 

Norman  Madeod  of  Madeod 


^iS- 


FootCPj 

RoyalsT" 

FootG 

Half^ 

9SdG< 

9adG< 

Ponsoi  , 
lel 

Half-t^, 
ral 

el 

Scotcb  , 
73d  Epl- 


/ 


Maj^       61SI  m  omiq 

/'        JopiKnaAaia 

8t8l  m  puoioQ 

ai  piioio3«^n9iq 

f  181  Ul  [9IIO|O0 
il  OI  [1U9II»9-JK)(Wj|[ 

81  nt  imnojc)^i»ir| 
.181  HI  iKi9iu<)*nn9n 

S181  Ql  PU9090 

[9iiO[03-%n9r[-^Aa2g 
janopQ-'inai'i 

pnoioQ^^ndiq 


f  181  ai  nwnwD  m  P»niX    TSOl 
0181  Avd-jpiH    'piK>io3-|o«a9|nd: 

Bispt 

fl8I«Tpwa    '^nrMqiO*! 
■Hit  wiljopaoio^  -flyjii  ('8japcR[] 


MZt  P9KI    'ioCWjf    naaarj 
noifai^ia 
j608«  ni  |di»a  in 

Sisipwg    i«9l 
H9l:P9KI    "oofAias  9»n3a9J0j 

V181  «J  V^ 


paipdH    *^U9tni89^ 


Na  nz. 


/ 


LIST  of  CAPTAINS  and  SUBALTERK^md  Regmient 

t789,  down  to  It 


•h 


Bonk  when 
zemoved* 


CnptaiDs. 


^  Bat.  1780 
1st  Bat 


Sd  Bat  1780 
2d  Bat  1804 


1st  Bat 


LteutenttiitB. 


Robert  Campbell  of  Finab 
John  Caiippbell  of  GlenWon 
John  CampbeH  of  Strac&or 
Robert  Gray 
James  Abercromby 
Jamei  Grant  •• 

John  SmaH  -  • 

Alexander  Tumbnll  of  Stracathro^ 
James  Abercromby^  son  of  Gen*  AbJ  1763 
James  Murray  of  Strowan>  son  ofLortl  1770 
Alexander  Earl  of  Balcarras  p«  177^ 

Alexander  OoBaldson  -  U 1777 

George  Macketaie,  ton  of  llieEailolB>  1778 
Archibald  KnkiDe  of  Codnw         I  1 778 
John  R.  Napier  ^  MiUlkeA        ^  Ll78^ 
Wilfiam  Johnatcme  -  f,  1781> 

Alexander  Grant  -  ^k  17^1 

Alexander- Mackensie  of  Fablnirn    |l>  1793 


NAMB8. 


moved. 


TeanSer 
viae  in  the 
B^gimeiit 


1748 
1748 
1759 
1769 

6,  1760 
176S 

1763 


James  Campbell 
James  Matter  • 

David  Stewart 
Robert  Campbell        » 
SinmnFraaer 
James  Spena  « 

John  Dalrymple  • 

James  M.  Sntheila&d 
Alexander  Lord  Saltoan 
James  J.  Fraser 
John  Campbell  i* 

Murdoch  If  XaiDO 
Alexander  Anderson 
J.  J.  Wade  -• 

Thomas  Fletcher 
Daniel  Robertson 
Alexander  Mliean 
Thomas  Keating 
James  Eddington        • 
James  Graham 


1799 

,  180S 

f  1804 

^>1804 

1804 

17^6 

1804 

4,  I80i 

^.1804 
4,  1810 


^  1814 
h 

19^3 
1763 
1759 
1763 
1770 
1777 


Geo.  Mackenzie^  son  of  tfao  Lolid  cB,  1777 
John  Spens  -  f,  1780 

Alexander  M'QffSgor  of  BoHialdis  k,  1780 
Jdm  Ritchie  •  4,  17BI 

Gewge  Stewart  -  1 1789 


A^4 


kVk/^AV*    T    <\W«..1 


•  ivnn 


4 

4 

4. 
U 

4i 
16 
16 
11 

6 
13 

6 
19 

8 

7 

8 

4 
18 

9 

9 

8 
17 

1 
13 

8 

1 

4 

2 
17 


13 

6 
3 
1 
1 

8 
7 
9 
4 
5 
1 
9 


JiPFBNPIX* 


Ui 


No-  IV- 


inlhe 


4 
4 
4 

L4 

16 

16 

11 
6 

13 
S 

19 

6 

7 
8 
4 

18 
9 
9 
8 

If 
1 

IS 
8 
1 
4 
8 
17 


15 

3 
3 
1 
1 
8 

r 

8 
4 
5 
1 


Return  qfihe  If  umbers  ^Kitted  and  Wounded  under  the  Command 
of  FiM-'Marshal  Arthur  Duke  of  Wellington^ from  thejirst  meet" 
jmg  wUh  the  Enemu  at  BriloSf  after  he  disembarked  in  Portugal,  in  , 
August  1808,  till  the  last  Battle  tf  the  War,  at  Toulouse,  on 
tie  10th  if  April  1814. 


BATTLBS.  S1BGG8,  AND 
SKIRHISHKS. 


18^ 

BriloS)  Aug.  14,    -     - 

Bolday  17y,   -    • 

Vimieiay        1(1,    <-    • 

Tdtal  in  1806,     . 

.     180a 

Albexiguu  Nova,  Magr  10, 
Heij^tfofGnjon,         11, 
PaMagc  of  the  Douio,   13, 
TaUvcn,  iuljr  27,     • 
Do.  28,     - 

Tolal  in  1809,    • 

1810. 


Barte  del  PneicOi  ftbidi 

19,        -       -       - 
Cittdod  RodT«o,  J«Iy,  11 

I  Bunco,  September  25  ai 
26,        ,        .        - 
Oo.  27,     - 

Coimbta,  Oct  tt        « 
Do.  16, 

Ofatdoc,  9  to  14, 

Etoru  Dec*  9,    -     - 
Almeila,  July  24,      - 

Total  ia  1810,     • 
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BATTLES,  SIEGES,  AND 
SKIRMISHES. 


5* 


laiif 

BftTOMS  March  5, 
ttedkina,  0tol6, 

Banks  of  the  Guadiana, 

April?*      .- 
Oliyen^a,  April  15, 
Fnentes  dc  Houor,  May  3, 
Villa  Fokmota, 
Do. 

Barba  del  Puerco, 
Badigoe, 
Do. 
Do. 

Albnera,  ^ 

Do.      May  80  to  June  20, 
Do.  Jane 6  and  U, 

Campo  Mayor,  July  25, 
Heights  of  El  Bodon,  Sep- 

terober  26,      - 
Heights  af  Aldea  de  Ponte, 

Sept  27,        -        -    ^ 
Arroyo  dd  Molino,  Oct  28, 
U  NavsiU  Dec.  29, 


11, 
8, 
>0, 
15, 
IC, 


KILLED. 


li 


EiiO 


1 


Toua  in  ISUt     - 

1812. 

>  • 

Fnentes  del  Mtiestre,  Janv- 

aryS,  - 

Cindad  Itodogq,  ^ 

Do.  >  to  ^4» 

Do.  '    Utol9i 

Badajos,  March  18  to  22, 
Do.         March  3i;  ii  A* 

pril  7,  - 

Llerena,  April  11, 
Almaiez,  May  19,      * 
MaeqniUa,  June  1 1,      - 
Salamanca,  June  16  t^  27* 
Do.  July  18,     - 

Do.  22,    - 

Do.  23,    - 

Ribers,  24, 

MajaUKmda,  Aug.  11, 
Redro,  (Madrid,)  A«gu8t 

13,  .    . 


1 


1 


Carryforward, 


a 
« 


a 


en 


WOUNDED. 


1 
22 
2 
3 
1 


14  48 


21 
1 
^1 


187 

4«l 


6 
1 


53 


S    4 
14  41 


S    4 


11 


8 


8 


2 
8 
6 

|4S 
1 
1 
2 
6 
3 

24 
2 


1 


2(! 
12 

7 


1401 


1 
6 
1 


8 

1 
8 


I 


1 

1 
3 


14 

8 


3 
15 


34 
17 


10 
28 


2     7 


2| 
4 


31 
431101 
\ 
9 


37170  1  99|3 


I 


1 


716 
13 
30 
20 

103 
56 

33& 
46 


18 


3 
8 

1 

t 

4 


31 


1 


1573   16 


1 
3 

4 

16 
1 


2 
1 

17 
1 


104 


14 


1 


45 
22 


4 


1 


I 

path 


qi32|  9k436 
46 


2 


9   3 


8 


936 
342 

7 

4 

145 

i  76C. 

117 

II 

347 

92 


I 


3 

9 
1 

lOl 


1 


2   1 

4 
1 


234  IS  314  26  5653 


1     2 
4 

191  33 
10   14 

40|l78 

I 

10 


46 


10 


4311 


2 


28  1 
15 


15 

10 
1 
2 

3| 


132382 


127 
65 

85 

54 

47 
18f 


9|l7ti|l4  2564 
3b 

lol  1   117 

2(i 
14   7^  333 
I      7    1    2ri 
3  l36|lSt23S7 
52 
6 
30 


15 


1 
179 

15   40^ 
21  447 


409  53G902 
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BATTLBS,  SIROES,  AIID 
SKIRMISHES. 


tj"  **■ 


Brau£^t  forwaid, 

1812. 

Buf«!^)8»  Sept.  90  to  26, 
Do.  19, 

Do.     i  27t6  0ctj3, 

Do.         Oct.  4  to  5,    - 
no.  6to  lOw 

Do.       "  lltoJ7, 

Do^  lflto21. 

Alba  de  Tosmei,  22  to  29, 
Do*  to  Nov.  11, 

Ciudad  Bodrjgo;     15tol9» 

Total  in  1812,     - 

IQIX 

CastalU,  April  12=aiid  13, 
Morales,  June  2, 
Villa  Fmoca,  Juoe  18, 
Do.  19, 

Vitioiu,  21, 

Toloaa,     <  S^aDd25, 

Port  9t  Pftillipa,    daii4  7, 
Puert^  d«  Mafa,  July  4 

and  8»    .   _  - 
St  SebaetiaD,  July  7  to  20, 
Do.  21  to  27, 

Pyxraeety  29  to  28, 

Do.  30,    - 

Do.        July  31  and.  Au^ 

guat  I,        -        - 
Do.       Aug.  2, 
St  Sebastian,  July  28  and 

Aug.  31, 
Do.    Aug.  31  and  Sept  1, 
Do.    Sept.  8, 
PaMBge  of  BidaMoa,  Oct  7 

to  9, 
Attack  on  -the  fortified  po- 

iitioDa, 
And  pasiage  of  Nivelle, 
PaMage  of  the  Nive,  Dec. 

9  and  13, 

Total  in  1613,     • 


i«« 


IXIT 


BATTLES.  StBOBB, 
AND  $KliUli9HBI>. 


RILLED. 


I 


1814 

Kevcr,Fcb.l4tDl7, 
90  to  26, 

Mbih         ^f 
fappkment  to  27« 

Ajne,  Fcbrotty  38  t4 

Mirch3» 
Do.    Feb.  7  to  2D, 
Baroone,  A|»ril  14, 
Aaranet  to  Tonloose, 

Mareh22toApril8; 
Toulootr,  April  10, 


Total  in  1814, 

RCCAPITVLATXOir. 

Total  kw  In  1808, 
1809, 
1810, 
1811,  - 
1812, 
IBIS, 
1814, 


Total  lot!  in  the  Duke 
of  W«UuigtoD*f  cam* 
paigu  ia  Portugal, 
Spain,  and  France, 


I 


1 

2 


I 

CO 


1 

1 


2 
3 
3 

2 
12 
18 

6 


45 


2 
4 


17 


2 


8 


24 


8 
9 
8 
14 
4f 
50 
17 


141 


5 
14 

6 
48 
80 
84 


$4 

1 


21 


3 
S 


17 


49 


28 
9 

1    55 
9|lf9 
117 
491 


26141S90  33 


WOUNDED. 


16 
1«P 

4 

16 

55 

129 


278 


872 


192 

777 

159 

1401 

1990 


a 

8 


90 


10 


81 


I5|es34 
672 


r449 


2 
16 
10 

7 


26   90 


7 
25 

9 
^1 
51 
65 
26 


46216  663 


18| 

61 

23 

104 

159 

198 
90 


a 

s 


10 
6j 


If 


91 


21f 


31 
109» 

33 
2341^ 


449 

540 
218 


3 


8 
69 

4 

9 

26 
27 


4 
31     86 


10 


240 


10913 


15 

540|I7 
10 


1621 


31  47 
165 
40 
314 
489 
704 
240 


11 


II 


126 

110 

1,208 

30 

lit 
246 

370 

24 
1,564 


39     3^785 


34,787 


0 

N.  B.— Of  tho  above  mimber  IdUei.  of  nmk  and  8]e,  1064  wm  of  the  Gcmuui  Lqpn 
•ad  otlicr  foreign  oorpe  in  tho  paj  of  Girat  Biilain  ia  Spain. 


APPEN0IX* 


h? 


Relum  of  the  Numbers  KtUed  and  Wounded  of  the  British  Army 
under  the  Command  of  Field^Marshal  Arthur  Duke  of  fVelUnil 
ion,  tn  Flanders  in  1815.  "^  ^ 


TIME  AND  PLACE  OF 
BACH  BNOAGSMfiNT. 


.  1815. 

QuAtre  Bias,  June  16, 

I^Aterloo,      — __  is) 

Total  BritiBh, 

^kiSSl^  8^^',^  S"nt^"?^'^^  !!?!SL*  ^"^'°"'  «d  311  rink  .nd  iile, 


Total  Loss  in  the  Duke  of  WeUington^s  Campaigns  in  Portugal, 

Spain,  France,  and  Flanders.  ,  ^ 


>-. 


Portugal,  Spain,  and 

Prance, 
Quatia  Bras  and  Wa- 

terloo. 


Ghakd  Total. 
Grand  Total  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington's 
Campaigns  ftom  1808 
to  1816  inclusive, 


KILLED. 


7 

3 


11 


10 


p. 
3 


46142 


60 


I 


9 


263 
66 


66 


i 

U3 


41 


I 


i 


391 


6120 


19233947 


I 


337449 
161829 


216663 


60 


611499376|66  276 


WOUNDED. 

a  ^  ^ 


! 


144 


1621 
3421 


81 
21 


I 


H 


807  I963|l02  2447 


441 


41 


2006  232  34,816 


7037 


273  41,863 


^  «5:rf '^"^  *?^  ^  "u"^  ''^f^'^^  *^^*^  ^^^»  1376  of  the  German  Leoon,  and 
other  toc€ign  troops  in  the  pay  of  Britain  killed  in  St»in  F»twr«  oi^^^i^    '    .   I 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  v.— LIST  of  OFFICERS  who  served  in  the  78th,  or  Ross-shir 

Rank  either  Regimental] 


f 


XvAMESa 


Pram  what  R^gime&t 

KOOttTCds 


F.  H.  MackeDzie,  Lord  Seaibrth 
A.  Mackenzie  Froser  of  Castle  Fraaer 
Sir  James  Henry  Craig,  K.G.B. 
Sir  Samuel  Aucoihufy,  K.G.B. 
Alexander  Mackenzie  of  Fairburn 
John  Randol  Mackenzie  of  Suddie 
Alexander  Malcolm 
John  Mackenzie,  Gairloch 
John  Mackenzie,  junior 
Hay  Macdowall 
Alexander  Adams 
Patrick  Macleod,  Greanies 
Hercules  Scott,  Benholm  - 

John  Macleod 

James  Macdonell,  Glengarry 
Sir  Edward  Michael  Ryan,  Knight 
James  Fraser  •* 

Martin  Lindsay 
David  Forbes 
Geoige  Earl  of  Errol 
Michael  Monypenny 
Alexander  Grant 
WiUiam  Montgomery 
David  Stewart 
William  Campbell 
Robert  Hamilton 
Duncan  Macpherson 
James  Macbein        ... 
Duncan  yiacgregor 
Colin  Campbell  Mackay 
Honourable  George  Cochrane 
Gabriel  Murray 
Alexander  Rose  ; 

Sir  William  Douglas,  K>C.  B. 
John  Mackenzie  Scott 
Patrick  Lindsay 
James  Rose 
Sir  Archibald  Christie 
Hon.  W.  Douglas  Gordon  Halyburton 
Xorman  Macleod 
George  Macgregor 
Basil  Fisher 

Sir  Colin  Campbell,  K.  C.  B. 
Robert  Henry  Dick 
Greorge  Mackay 

William  Balvaird        ... 
William  Henry  Heneage  St  Paul 
Ic.  Grant  Falconer 

^ — —  


73d  R^ment 

LOSd 

42d 

Marines 


36th 

49d 

42d 

5th  Foot 
Garrison  Battalion 


49d 

4dd 

79th 
36th 
94th 
55th 
52d 


iSd 
42d 


49d 


6l8t 


Dates  of  Comminiaos  in  the  Ri 


Bns. 


1793 


1793 


1793 


1793 


1794 


Lu 


1794 
1794 
179411795 


1794 


17931794  — 


1793 
1794 


Capt 


179S 
179S 
1793 
1793 


1794  1795 
1794I1795 
I7<r7 
179311798^1802 


1797 


Maj. 


1793 
1794 
1794  179 


1803  (804 
180011807 

1808 
1804^1809 

1811 
1807  1813 


1803  1810  1813 


18031 1 811 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1795 
1804 
1794|1794|1804 
—  1808 

18041811 

18041811 

18041813 

1805 

1793 

1794 


1813 


1795 
1795 
1795 


1793 
1794 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1802 

1 797 
1804 
1804 
—  1806 


1804 
1804 


Lt. 
CoL 


17J 
1793117 


1794 
1794 


Od 


( 


I 

18( 
181 


1814  — 
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Ixvii 


IGHLANB  Regiment,  as  FIELD-OFFICERS,  or  who  rose  to  that 
by  Brevet,  from  1798  to  1820. 


YeuB*Ser 
▼ice  in  Uic 
Regiment. 


Remarks,  lebUiTe  to  Promotion,  Rengnation, 
Exchange,  Slc 


JHighest  Rank  in  the 
Army  at  their  De- 
cease; when  retir- 
ed; or  still  holding. 


3 
16 
3 
8 
4 
16 
6 
6 
S 
5 
21 
13 
14 
18 
6 
1 
16 
17 
S3 
1 
4 
3 
6 
4 
17 
8 
16 
16 
19 
11 
6 
I 
3 
1 
3 
1 
3 
9 
1 
8 
3 
7 
3 
4 
15 
1 
1 


Resignedoom.  of  Reg.  retaining  his  rank.  Died  1816 

Died  1809 

Died  1818 

Colonel  of  the  regiment  1880 

Exchanged  to  36th  Regiment 

Killed  at  Talatera^  1809 

Died  1798 

Half-pay 

Half-pay  .        . 

Promoted  to  40th.  Loet  on  pas.  from  India  in  1809 

Promoted  to  Major-Greneral      '    - 

Killed  in  Egypt  in  1807 

Removed  to  103d.    Killed  in  Canada,  1814 

Major  in  Macleod's  Fendbles.  Lieut-Col.  in  78th 

Exchanged  to  Coldstream  Guards,  1810 

Died  in  1818 

Killed  in  1813  •     - 

Lieut.*Col.  commanding  the  regiment  in  1880 

Reduced  on  Half-pay,  1816 

1st  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards.    Died  1799 

Promoted  to  73d  Regiment.    Died  1808 

Retired  1798.    Died  1807 

Promoted  to  64th  Regiment.     Died  1800 

Promoted  to  Royal  W.  Ind.  Rang.    Half-pay  96th 

Killed  at  Jata,  1810 

Retired  1810 

M^jw  of  the  regiment  in  1810 

Do.  do.  -  - 

Half-pay  in  1816  -  -  - 

Half-pay  in  1816 

Promoted  to  87th  Regiment    Retired  1805 
Killed  January  1795 
Promoted  to  87th  Reg.  and  to  Royal  Veterans 


Lieut.-General 
Lieut— General 
Lieut.- General 
LL-Gen.  in  1813 
Lt.-Gen.in  1810 
Migor-General 
Lieut -Colonel 
Lt-Gen.  inldli 
Mig.-Gen.  in  1813 
Lieut-Greneral 
Maj.-Gren.  in  1814 
Lieut.-Colonel 
Lieut- Colonel 
Mfjj.-Gen.  in  1819 
Colonel  in  1818 
Lieut-Colonel 
Iiieut.-Co1onel 
Lieut-Colonel 
Lieut-Colonel 
Lieut-Colonel 
Lieut- Colonel 
Migor 

Lieut-Colonel 
Colonel  in  1814 
Rrevet-Lieut-CoL 
Major 

Rrv.-Lt-Col.  1819 

Ditto  ditto 

Mi^or 

Major 

Lieut-Colond 
Rrevet-Migor 
Major 


Major  and  Lieut-CoL  in  the  91st  Died  Sept  1818  Colonel 

Removed  to  87th  Reg.    Killed  at  Albuhera,  181 1  "^ 

Removed  to  S9th  R^^ent    Major  of  ditto>  1807 

Promoted  to  Veterans 

Promoted  to  Veterans.    Com.-Gen.  of  Hospitals 

Captain  113th.    Removed  to  1st  Foot  Guards 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Roy^  Scots 

Promoted  to  59th  Reg.  Lieut-Col.  in  59th  in  1813 

Promoted  to  Scots  Fusileers  -  — ^ 

Capt.  75th  ;  Maj.  63d.  Removed  to  Colds.  Guards  Colonel  in  1814 

Major  in  42d,  1808.    Lieut.-Col.  in  ditto,  1815    ^  •— *   '"-^  '"  ^' 

HJf-pay 

Half-pay  ... 

Do.            -                -                 -            - 
Captain  in  the  regiment  - 


Rrevet-Major 
Brv.-Lt-Col.  1811 
Major 

Colonel  in  1813 
Colonel  in  1819 
Colonel  in  1819 
Lieut-Colonel 
Major  in  1814 
Colonel  in  181  _ 
Lieut-Col.  in  1811 
Brevet- Major 
Brevet-Lieut-Col. 
Brevet-Lieut-Col. 
Brev.-Maj.  in  1810 


Ixviii 


APPEKDIX. 


No.  VI.— LIST  of  OFFICERS  who  served  in  the79tli,  or  Camem 

Rank  either  Regimenui 


NAMES. 

Vrom  what  Regiment 

Dates  of  ConpiiaioDiiBtkl 

__                   _           ._            I_..U.I. 

Received. 

Ens. 

U. 

Capt 

Naj. 
1793 

«" 

Sir  Allan  Cameron,  K.  C.  B. 

.         . 

.^^ 

.,_ 

s 

Honourable  A.  Cochrane  Johnstone 

^         ^ 

.•», 

.. 

.. 

mmm 

William  Ash  ton 

.          . 

... 

... 

.. 

.. 

17M'- 
179(1-* 

Patrick  Macdowall 

Indep.  Companies 

— 

-~ 

1793 

1794 

William  Eden 

56th  Foot 

m^ 

m^. 

.. 

1795 

179^- 

Archibald  Maclean 

H.  p.  Argyle  Highl. 

— 

L793ll794|l796 

18011- 

Phillips  Cameron 

Sir  John  Murray,  Baronet 

• 

L793|179S|1794|I801| 

imS- 

84th 

... 

_ 

.. 

- 

Robert  Fulton         ... 

Soots  Fiisileers 

..^ 

^ 

I8OOI18O6 

isor- 

W.M.Harvey 

Ist  W.  India  Beg. 

_ 

-.. 

m^ 

1806 

ISIl- 

Keil  Douglas 

95th  Foot 

^ 

m^ 

18041611 

N'athaniel  Cameron 

.        . 

«^ 

^^ 

1806 

1812 

1813|- 

Gilbert  Waugh 

S4th 

... 

.• 

1793 

179i 

^  - 

Honourable  George  Carnegie 

m 

m                     m 

.. 

... 

1793 

1791 

.  - 

Francis  Stewart 

lS5th 

, 

..» 

.« 

1799 

—  - 

Sir  Edward  Barnes,  K.  C.  B. 

99th 

.^ 

«. 

... 

1800 

.  - 

£x>rd  James  Murray 

15  th  Hussars 

i.— 

_ 

... 

1805 

1  ^ 

1 

Robert  Hamilton 

193d  Foot 

.MB 

1795 

1799 

1805 

-  - 

William  Sullivan 

8th  Gar.  Battalion 

... 

«. 

1807 

Alexander  Petrie 

Royal  Scots 
50th 

«,. 

._ 

1600 

1807 

^ 

Henry  James  Riddel 

... 

•^ 

I80S 

-  - 

Andrew  Laurie 

61st 

.. 

^mm 

1804 

1810 

-  • 

Donald  Cameron 

.         . 

1794 

1796 

1801 

1811 

-  - 

Honourable  E.  C.  Cocks 

16th  Dragoons 

.. 

1812 

...  - 

Andrew  Brown  "         - 

C7 

1795 

1795 

1803 

1812 

—  ' 

Duncan  Cameron 

.             ^ 

1799 

4802 

t804 

1812 

*  * 

i^.neas  Mackintosh 

85th 

1813 

.'• 

Ewan  Macpherson 

9«d 

_ 

^^ 

, 

1813 

-i' 

Donald  Campbell 
James  Campbell 

.         . 

1800 

1803 

1805 

1814 

- ' 

9l8t 

1808 

1819 

— 1* 

Archibald  Bertram 

37tb 

^^^ 

^^ 

1800 

•^ 

— '' 

Thomas  Milne 

.         . 

,  1 

1800 

1805 

-[* 

Tames  Campbell 

.         ^ 

w 

1805 

... 

- ' 

Hugh  Macgregor 

.                    m 

1804 

1804 

1806 

.— 

-1' 

Alexander  Cameron 

- 

180i|1807| 

1815  — 

M.     ' 

APPENDIX. 


Ij^ix 


Highland  Regiment,  as  FIELD-OFFICEUS,  or  who  rose  to  that 
or  by  Brevet,  from  179S  to  1820. 


When  Re- 
inoTed. 


No.  of 
Yean^Ser 
▼ke  in  the 
Regiment 


— 

26 

1798 

4 

— 

9 

— 

8 

1806 

U 

m^ 

U 

— 

18 

1809 

3 

-^ 

12 

— 

7 

— 

16 

— 

8 

1795 

2 

— 

2 

1800 

1 

1807 

7 

I80G 

1 

1808 

13 

— 

3 

• — 

12 

1811 

3 

— 

8 

— 

18 

«• 

1 

— 

23 

^^^ 

20 

1 

^^^ 

1 
li 

— 

12 

180C 

6 

— . 

10 

^^^^w 

S 

1812 

H 

1S15 

tt 

Remuks  relative  to  Promotion,  Resignation, 
Exchange,  Ac- 


Highest  Rank  in  the 
Army  at  their  De- 
cease ;  when  retir- 
ed;  or  still  holding. 


ColoDel  of  the  regiment  in  1820 

Promoted  to  the  8  th  West  India  Reg.    Retired 

Died  in  the  West  Indies^  October  1796 

Killed  in  Egypt  1801 

Exchanged  to  84th  Regiment 

Retired  May  1807.     Died  1817 

Killed  at  Fuentes  d*Houor^  May  1811 

Promoted  to  Malta  Reg.  and  Colonel  56th  Reg. 

Retired  December  1812 

Died  June  1813  ... 

Lieut.-Col.  commanding  the  regiment  in  1820 

Half-pay  1814  .  . 

Promoted  to  a  Corps  in  St  Domingo.  Died  1797 

lledred  1795  -  - 

Half-pay  99th  Regiment 

Promoted  to  46th  Regiment,  and  Rifle  Brigade 

Do.    to  Manx  Fencibles 
Exchanged  to  78th  Regiment.    Retired  in  1810 
Retired  October  1810 

Do.    February  1812 
Quartermaster-General's  Department 
Killed  at  Burgos  1812        - 
Retired  AprU  1812 
Killed  at  Burgos  October  1812 
Major  of  the  regiment  in  1820 
Retired  June  1819  ... 

Died  January  1814 

Half-pay  1814.    Lieutenant-Colonel  Veterans 
Half-pay  1814 

Major  of  the  regiment  in  1820 
Promoted  to  101st  Regiment     Lost  at  sea  1807 
Captain  in  the  regiment 

Do.  do. 

Exchanged  to  2d  Battalion  9lst     Half-pay 
I      Do*        to  Scots  Fusileers 


Lt.-Geh.  in  1819 

Lieut.-Colonel 

Ditto 

Maj.-Gcn.inl811 

Lieut.-Colonel 

Ditto 

r.t.-Gen.  in  1812 

Lieut.-CoIonel 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Major 

Mnj.-Gen.  in  1814 

Ditto  in  1813 

Ditto  in  1819 

M<gor 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Lieut-Col.  in  1813 

Major 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Brevet-Lieut.^  Col. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

I^icut.*  Colonel 

Major 

Ditto  ^ 

Major 

Brer.-Maj.in  1815 
Ditto  1819 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  VII.— LIST  of  OFFICERS  who  served  in  the  100th,  now  the  98d 

rose  to  that  Bank  either  Begimentaii^ 


From  what  Regiment 

Dates  of  CommiMions  in  the  Beg 

NAMBS. 

RcoeivecU 

Bds. 

Lt 

Capt 

Maj. 

Lt. 

CoL 

Co. 

George  Morauis  of  Huntly 
John  Earl  of  Hopetoun 

Foot  Guards 

— 

— 

— 

1794 

17£i 

North  Low.  F.  Inf. 

^— 

— 

-• 

— 

"■" 

1&0< 

Sir  John  Hope^  Knight 
Charles  Erskme  of  Cardross 

60th 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

"■■" 

1891 

77th 

— 

— 

— 

1794 

1795 

— 

James  Robertson 

71st 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1798 

— 

Alexander  Napier  of  Blackstone 

„            . 

^ 

— 

1794 

1796|180l| 

— 

Sir  J.  W.  Gordon,  K.  C.  B. 

85th 

— 

~-' 

— 

— 

itHI« 

— 

John  Cameron  of  Fassfeam 

43d 

— 

--. 

1794 

1801 

180d 

John  Lamont  of  Lamont 

Clan  Alpines 

— 

■r- 

— 

1804{1809{ 

— 

James  Mitchell 

. 

1794 

1797 

1803 

1809 

1815 

— 

Sir  Francis  Stovin,  K.  C.  B. 

28th 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1819 

— 

Donald  Maodonald,  Boisdale     .  * 

H.  p.  Indep.  Comp. 

— 

— 

— 

1794 

— 

— 

Simon  Macdonald  of  Morer 

• 

— 

— 

1794 

1795 

— > 

— 

John  Gordon 

. 

— 

— 

1794 

1799 

-* 

— 

William  Morris 

73d 

— 

— 

— 

i8as 

— 

-. 

Honourable  John  Bamsay 

. 

— 

— 

1794 

1803 

— 

— 

Archibald  Macdonell 

79th 

■— 

1794 

1799 

180& 

— 

iJames  Watson 

25  th 

— 

— 

— 

1806 

— 

— 

Peter  Grant            -             r 

Fusileers 

« 

1794 

1799 

1808 

... 

... 

Archibald  Campbell 

Cape  R^ment 
H.p.  42d 

— 

1803 

ISIO 

— 

— 

Donald  Macdonald 

1798 

1799 

1803 

1812 

— 

— 

William  Phipps 

A 

1799 

1800 

1805 

1813 

— 

— 

John  Macpherson 

«■                        ^ 

1799 

1799 

L803 

1813 

— 

-^ 

James  Lee,  now  Harvey 

. 

1799 

1799 

1804 

1814 

— 

— 

George  W.  Holmes 

Archibald  Ferrier        -        -        - 

• 

1799 

1799 

1805 

1815 

-.- 

^ 

2l8t 

— 

— 

1813 

1818 

— 

-» 

John  Blaney 

91st 

■— 

— 

— 

18l» 

— 

— 

Peter  WUkie 

• 

1799 

1801 

1806 

1819 

— 

— 

Greorge  Cooper 

•■                         M 

— 

— 

1808 

1819 

— 

-^ 

Andrew  Paton 

10th 

— 

— 

1794 

— 

— 

-^ 

Alexander  Gordon  of  Rockville 

. 

— 

.* 

1794 

^— 

— 

—^ 

Sir  John  Maclean,  K.  C.  B. 

.           . 

— 

1794 

1797 

_ 

— . 

.— 

Thcxnas  Forbes 

.           . 

— 

1794 

— 

... 

... 

-^ 

Ewan  Macpherson 

• 

*"" 

1794 

— 

... 

«. 

... 

William  Erskine,  Cardross 

.           •• 

— 

1796 

..^ 

.— 

._ 

~^ 

Greom  Davidson 

Ralph  Gore 

William  Alexander  Gordon 

.           . 

— . 

1795 

1801 

.-. 

m^^ 

.— 

. 

_ 

m^ 

1796 

-»■ 

... 

.... 

•           . 

— 

1799 

180J 

... 

1. 

— 

Charles  Cameron 

• 

1798 

1799 

— 

_- 

.. 

-i.. 

Dugald  Campbell        ... 

.           . 

1798 

1799 

1805 

— 

-.i. 

Alexander  Mackay 

■i           •■ 

— 

1800 

-.- 

-» 

— 

— 

Alexander  Anderson 

« 

1799 

.... 

1.^ 

..» 

... 

.* 

Alexander  Cameron 

.           «■ 

1799 

._ 

... 

.. 

_ 

.. 

James  Seaton        ... 

19th 

— 

— 

1803 

— 

_ 

... 

Robert  Nugent  Dunbar 

90ih 

— 

— 

1803 

.... 

■^^ 

— 

Andrew  Geils           •        •        • 

73d 

— 

— 

1803 

— 

._ 

.-~ 

Samuel  Maxwell  .     -        - 

11th 

— 

— . 

1804 

.. 

-•. 

.— 

James  Bent 

.            . 

1799 

1799 

.. 

... 

._ 

^ 

Donald  Macpherson 

. 

— 

m^ 

1803 

... 

_ 

_ 

Sir  Ulysses  Burgh 

• 

— . 

mmm. 

1808 

^— 

.i. 

_ 

Alexander  Stewart 

- 

1794 

— 

— 



— 
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or  Go&DON  Highland  Bbgimekt,  as  FIELD  OFFICERS,  or  who 
or  by  Br^et,  jGrom  1794  to  1880. 


1806 
18^ 


1804 

1808 

18U 
1819 


1799 
1806 
1805 
1804 
1813 
1810 
1812 
1813 
18J8 
18U 


1804 
1803 
1804 
1796 
1799 
1796 
1805 
1799 
1802 
1800 
1818 
1800 
1801 
1801 


1804 
1818 
1802 
1806 
1814 
1795 


No  of 
VeuB' Ser- 
vice in  Uie 
R^ment 


12 
14 

7 

6 

15 

4 

21 

10 

25 

1 

1 

5 

12 

2 

10 

19 

4 

10 

20 

15 

15 

15 

19 

6 

1 

21 

18 

10 

9 

10 

2 

5 

1 

10 

s 

3 
2 

20 
1 
2 
2 

10 
9 
1 

14 
3 
3 
6 
1 


Remarkt  relative  to  FromotioD,  Bewgnation, 
Ezchangey  &c 


To  the  Royal  Highland  Regiment 
Ditto 

KiUed  in  Egypt  in  1801 

Promoted  to  Major-General 

Killed  at  Corunna  January  16^  1809 

Colonel  85th  Regiment  Qoarter-Master-General 

Killed  at  Quatre  Bras^  June  1815 

Promoted  to  Mijor-Greneral 

Retired  .... 

Lieut-CoL  commanding  the  regiment  in  18f0 

Appointed  to  raise  a  new  regiment.    Died  1795 

Retired.    Dead 

Retired  .... 

Removed  to  Veterans.    Dead 

Half-pay  -  -  .  -       .     - 

Veterans.    Died  in  1814 

Retired 

Do.    on  Full  pay.    Dead 

Do.    Dead  -  -  - 

Half.pay  ... 

Do.  -  -  -  -  - 

Died  of  Wounds  1813 
Half-pay  1814  ... 

Retired  1818  .... 

Died  in  Jamaica  1819  •  .  • 

Do.  do.  -  -  - 

Migor  of  the  reciment  in  1820 

Do.  do.  -  -  - 

Promoted  to  45th  Regiment.    Retired 

Do.        to  83d    do.    Killed  at  Talavera 

Do.        to  27th.    Half-pay  . 

Do.  to  37th  and  45th.  KiUedat  Toulouse  1814 

Do.  to  17th  Resiment,  and  Veterans 

Do.  to  16th  and  7l8t  R^^iments*    Dead 
RemoY.  to  42d  Reg.     Killed  at  Quatre  Bras  1815 

Do.  to  the  9th  Regiment 
CapUin  50th  Regiment.    Half-pay 
Promoted  to  3d  Regt  or  Bufis.    Captain  1804 
To  Half-pay  4th  Foot.    Dead 
To  92d  Regiment.    Retired  1817 
Promoted  to  42d  Reg.  and  Portug^e8e  Service 
To  Rifle  Corps.    Half-pay 
Died  of  Wounds  in  1813 
Retired  in  1812  ... 

To  73d  Regiment.    Half-pay 
Retired 

Pn>moted  to  20th  Regiment 
To  10th  Veterans 
To  Guards 
Half-pay  - 


Killed  in  Spain 


Highest  Rank  in  the 
Army  at  their  De- 
cease; when  ledr. 
ed;  or  still  Koiding. 


General  in  1819 

Do.  da 

Lieut-Gen.  do. 
Lieut-Colonel 
Lt.-Gen.  in  1814 
Lieut-Colonel 
Mig.-Gen.  in  1813 
Colonel 

M^j.-Gen.  in  1819 
Lieut-Colonel 

Do. 

Do. 
Major 
Brevet-  Lieut.-Col. 
Colonel 

Do.    in  1819 

Brevet-Taeut-Col. 
Major 

Do. 

Do. 

Brv.-Lt-CoL  1815 
Major 

Brevet-Lieut-CoL 
Migor 

Do. 

Do. 

Brevet-Lieut-CoL 
Major 

Do. 

Do. 
Lieut-Colonel 
Colonel  in  1814 
Lieut-Colonel 

Do. 
Major 

Brevet-M«or 
Lieut-Col.  m  1810 
Brevet  do.  in  1613 

Do.  in  1819 
Brevet-Mijor 
Major 
Brv-Lt-Cd.  1816 

Do.    in  1812 
Brevet-Major 

Do. 

Lieut.-Col.  in  1813 
Brevet-Mijor 
Mijor 

Lieut-Colonel 
Brevet-Lieut.-CoL 
Colonel  in  1819 
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No.  VIIL—LIST  of  OFFICERS  who  served  in  the    93d,  or 

who  rose  to  that  Rank  either  Regimentally 


NAMES. 


William  Wemyss  of  Wemyss 

Alexander  Halket 

George  Johnstone 

Andrew  Creagh 

William  Wemyss,  junior 

John  Graham 

Robert  Honeyman 
ISamuel  Brown 
lEobert  Dale  .     - 

I  Alexander  Gordon 
Alexander  Mackay 
Richard  Ryan 
William  Sutherland 
Edward  Fawconer 
P.  O.  K.  Boulger 
A*  Douglas 
J.Tyler 


From  what  Regiment 
Recei?ed. 


Dates  of  CommiBooDs  in  the  Bcs, 

CeL 


Ens.   Lt' 


104th 
Rifle  Corps 

both 

[York  Fustleers 

«d  West  Ind.  Reg. 

39  th 

16  th 

92d 


1805 


Capt 


Maj. 


l»t. 
CoL 


1800 


1800 


1800 
1800 


1800 
1810 
1814 
1816 


1801 


laoot 


1803 

1806 

1806 

1814 
1800  1814 
18051815 
1814 18171  —     ^ 
1807   —  I  —  /  — 
1807 
1808 


—    1814 
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Sutherland  Highland  Regiment,  as  FIELD  OFFICERS,  or 
)r  by  Brevet,  from  1800  to  1820. 


When 

RemoT- 

ed. 


1810 
^814 

1815 
1806 
1806 
1809 


No.  of 
Yean*  Ser- 
vice in  the 
Regiment 


1819 
1819 


do 

10 

4 

10 

10 

6 

9 

8 
90 
17 
14 

6 
18 
IS 
18 

3 


Remarkf  relative  to  Promotion,  Resignation, 
Exchange,  &c. 


Exdianged  to  lO^th 

Promoteu  to  Major-General 

Lieat.-CoL  oommanding  the  regiment  in  1880 

Half.pay  1815 

Promoted  to  Cape  Rq^ent.    Half-pay 

Prom,  to  Royal  Irish.    Died  in  Jamaica,  1809 

Retired  -  -  - 

Killed  at  New  Orleans,  1814 

Major  of  the  regiment  in  1880 

Retired  1817 

Half-pay  1815 

Af  i^or  of  the  r^men  t  in  1 880  -      ' 

Retired  -  -  - 

Veteran  Battalion 

Captain  in  the  regiment 

Haki^pay  -  - 


Highest  Rank  in  the 
Army  at  their  De- 
cease; when  retired; 
or  still  holding. 


General  in  1814 

Major- Gen.  in  1813 

Msgor-Gen.  in  1814 

Lieut.- Colonel 

Lieut.-Colonel 

Colonel  in  1814 

Lieut.-Coloncl 

Major 

Major 

Major 

Migor 

Major 

Major 

Rrevet-M^jor 

Brevet-Mcyor 

Breyet«M^jor 

Brevet-Major 
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No.  IX. 


Return  of  the  KiUed  and  Wounded  of  the  iQlh  Regimefli^from  th 
jUrst  Formation  in  1793  to  the  Conclusion  of  the  War  %n  1815. 


PLACE  AND  DaTF  OF  THE 
ENGAGEMENTS. 


1799. 
Bergen,  October  2, 

Total  ID  1799 

1801. 
Aboukir,  Maich  13, 
Alexandria,  March  21, 
Khamanidi,  May  10, 

Total  io  1801, 

1810. 
Bunoo,  September  27, 

Total  in  1810, 

1811. 

Fnentes  d*Honor,  May  3, 
Villa  Formosa,  May  5, 


Total  m  1811, 

1812. 
BiiigOB,  September  19, 
Do. 
Oo. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


20  and  26, 
Sept.  27  to  Oct.  5, 
October  4  to  5, 
6  to  10, 

11  to  17, 
18  to  21, 
July  26, 

Total  in  1812, 


1813. 

Nivelle,  November  10, 
Passage  of  the  Nivc,  December  9, 

Total  in  1813, 


KILLED. 


1% 


1 


1 
1 


2 


w 


1 


O 


13 


13 


WOUNDED. 


1 


; 


4 
26 


30 


51 

1 

3| 
61 
1 
1 


2 


3 


17 


1 
5 


3 


3 


8 


2 


% 

¥ 

CO 


2 


2 


ri 

6 


6 


2 


2 


i 

E 

e 


sS 


54 


54 


18 
I 


19 


41 


41 


171 
121 


138 


29 

18 

3 

7 

27 

I 
1 


87 


5 
24 


" 
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PLACE  AND  DATB  OF  THE 
ENGAGEMENTS. 


1814. 
Toaloase,  April  10, 

Totel  in  1814, 

1816. 

Quotie  BiM,  June  10, 
Waterloo,  June  18, 

Total  in  1816, 

Recapitvlatiox. 
Total  loss  in  1799, 
1861, 
1810, 
1811, 
1812, 
1813, 
1814, 


Total  before  the  Peace  of  1814,    • 
Total  in  1816, 

Total  killed  and  wounded  during 
twenty -two  years  of  the  war,    - 


Names  ofQffieers  Killed. 


Rank, 

Names. 

When  Killed. 

Who*  Killed. 

Captoin 

lames  Campbell 

Oct  2, 1700 

Bergen 
Fuentes  d^HoDor 

Lieut-Colonel 

Phillips  Cameron 

May  3,  1811 

Captain 

William  Imlacfa 

do 

do 

Major 

Honourable  £•  Cocks 

Oct  3, 1812 

Burgoi 

Andrew  Laurie 

, 

& 

Captain 

Patrick  Purvis 

April  10,  1814 

Toulouse 

John  Camenm 

do 

do 

Lieutenant 

Duncan  Camenm 

do 

do 

Ewan  Cameron 

do 

do 

Adjutant 

John  Kynock 

June  10,  1816 

Quatre  Bras 

Lieutenant 

D.  Macpherson 

do  18  do 

Waterloo 

E.  Kennedy 

do 

do 
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Name*  of  Officers  Wounded. 


_                                                         ^t^  J 1 

When 

WlievB 

^iVIwtlicr  ' ' 

Rank. 

naniGs. 

Wooodod. 

Wonnded. 

Dead. 

Colonel 

Allan  Cameron 

Oct.  2, 1799 

Beifpen 

' 

Lieuteoant 

Colin  Macdonald 

do 

do 

D*  Macniel 

do 

do 

Stair  Rose 

do 

do 

lieaUJCol. 

Patrick  Maodowall 

Mar.  13,  1801 

E«m 

DiedoCWnds. 

Lieutenant 

George  Sutherland 

do 

do 

March  19. 

John  Stewart 

do 

do 

Volunteer 

Alexander  Cameron 

do 

do 

Lieutenant 

Patrick  Ross 

do  21  do 

Alexandria 

Captain 

Samuel  Macdowall 

Maj  10,  do 

Hhamunich 

Nicl  Douglas 

Sept  27, 1810 

Busaco 

Alexander  Cameron 

do 

do 

Lieutenant 

James  Caldcr 

May  3,  1811 

Fucntes  d*Onor 

Hugh  Grant 

Sept  19,  1812 

Burgos 

Ancus  Macdonald 

do 

do 

- 

K.  J.  Leslie 

do  20  do 

do 

Alrvander  Robertson 

Nov.  10,  1813 

Pass  of  the  Nive 

Knsign 
Cttpuiti 

John  Thomson 

Dec.  13,  do 

Passage  of  Nivclle 

Thomas  Mylnc 

April  10,  1814 

Toulouse 

w 

Peter  Innes 

do 

do 

James  Campbell 

do 

do 

William  Marshall 

do 

do        . 

Lieutenant 

William  Macbarnett 

do 

do 

Donald  Cameron 

do 

do 

James  Frascr 

do 

do 

Duncan  Macpherson^ 

do 

do 

Swen  Cameron  (Senior) 

do 

do 

Ewcn  Cameron  (Junior) 

do 

do 

John  Kynock 

do 

do 

Charles  Macarthur 

do 

do 

AlUn  Macdonald 

do 

do 

Knsign 

Adjutont 

Lieut-Col. 

Allan  Maclean 

do 

do 

Alexander  Cameron 

do 

do 

Neil  Douglas 

June  IG,  1816 

Quatre  Bras 

Major 

Andrew  Brovm 

do 

do 

Donald  Cameron 

do 

do 

C|ptaiD 

Thomas  Mylne 

do 

do 

William  Marshall 

do 

do 

Malcolm  Fraser 

do 

do 

Jolin  Sinclair 

do 

do 

Neil  Campbell 

do 

do 

Lieutenant 

Donald  Macphcc 

do 

do 

Thomas  Drown 

do 

do 

William  Haddock 

do 

do 

William  Leaper 

do 

do 

James  Fraser 

do 

do 

W.  A.  Reach 

do 

do 

Ensign 
Captain 

James  Robertson 

do 

do 

James  Campbell 
Neil  Compbell 
John  Cameron 

do  18,  do 
do 
do 

Waterloo 
do 
do 

Do.  in  July. 
Do.  June  27- 

Lieutenant 

John  Fowling 

do 

do 

Donald  Cameron 

do 

do 

V 

Bwen  Cameron 

do 

do 

Alexander  Cameron 

do 

do 

- 

Charles  Macarthur 

do 

do 

Alexander  Forbes 

do 

do 

Ensign 

John  Xash 

do 

do 

A.  S.  Crawford 

do 

do 
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NO.X. 


Return  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded  of  the  92rf  Highland  Jftegimenf, 
from  the  Formation^  1794^9  to  ike  Condusfon  of  the  War,  1815. 


PLACE  AND  DATE  OF  THE 
ENGAOBMENTS. 


I7«>. 
Zype,  September  10, 
Bergen,  October  Sl, 

Total  in  1799, 

1801. 
Aboukir,  March  13, 
Alexandria,  March  21, 
August  29, 

Total  in  1801, 

1807.   ' 
Copenhi^en,  August  16, 

Total  in  1807, 

1809. 

Corunna, 


Total  in  1809, 

1811. 

Fuentes  d*HonoT,  May  3, 
Villa  Permofia,  May  5, 
Arroyo  del  Molino,  October  28, 

Total  in  181 1, 

1812. 
Almarez,  May  19, 
Alba  de  Toimes,  Nov.  10  and  11, 

Total  in  1812, 

18ia 
Vittoria,  June  21, 
Pyrenees,  July  25, 
Do.  July  30, 

Do.  July  31,  and  August  1, 

Passage  of  the  Nive,  December  0, 
Do.         '  December  13, 

Puerto  de  Maya,  July  4  and  8, 

Total  in  1813, 


KILLED. 


m 
.o 


a 
B 


2 


2 


•ji 


I 


WOUNDED. 


38 


M     1 


19 
3 


i 


1 


22 


e 
ce 


5 


7    1 
3    1 


10 


8 


P 


4 
32 1  3 

4. 1 

27|  1 


m 


9 


IS 
21 


I0l21 


a 

8 


3 


ti 


CIkS 


c 


10 


10 


2 


1 

10 
3 
7 


21 


17fi 


m 


100 
37 


140 


12 


12 


9 
33 


49 


2 
33 


36 


18 

^58 

26 

66 

2 

136 

1 


504 
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PLACB  AND  DATS  OP  THE 
KNOAOEMENTS. 


1814. 

St  Sever,  Febniarj  14, 
Do.  do.         16, 

Do.  do.        17, 

OrUiew,       do.        27v 
Ayre,  March  2, 

Total  in  1814> 

18I&. 

Quatn  Bras,  Juno  16, 
Waterloo,        do.     18, 

Total  in  1815, 

RECAPIT  ULATIOir. 

Total  loss  in  1799, 
1801, 
1807, 
1809, 
1811, 
1812, 
1813, 
1814, 


Total  before  the  peace  of  1 814,    - 
Total  in  1816, 

Total  killed  and  wounded  daring 
twenty-two  yean  of  the  war,    • 


Njam*.s  of  Officers  Killed. 


Rank. 

Names. 

When  KiUed. 

When  Killed. 

Captain 

William  Maddntoeh 

Oct.  2,  1799 

Beigen 

Lieutenant 

Alexander  Fnuer 

do 

do 

Gordon  Machardy 

do 

do 

Lieut-Colond 

Alexander  Napier 
Duncan  Macpnerson 

Jan.  16,  1809 

Corunna 

Lieutenant 

Dec.  13,  1813 

Pyreoees 

Thomas  Mitchell 

do      ' 

do 

Allan  Maodonald 

do 

do 

Lieut-Colonel 

John  Cameron 

June  16,  1815 

Quatie  Bras 

Captain 

WiUiam  Little 

do 

do 

lieutenant 

J.  J.  Chisholm 

dp 

do 

Bnsign 

Abel  Becker 

do 

do 

' 

John  M«  R.  Macphenon 

do 

do 
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Names  of  Officers  Wounded. 


Rank. 


Captun 
ColoBd 
Captain 

Lieutenant 

Enaign 


Licut-CoL 
Captain 

Lieutenant 


NaniM. 


Bntign 
Captain 
Lieutenant 


Major 
Lieutenant 
Lient.-CoL 
Ciqptain 


Lieutenant 
Lieut—CoL 
iMajor 

Captain 
Lteutenant 


Ensign 


Hon.  Jamea  Ramsay 
Marquis  of  Huntly 
John  Cameron 
Alexander  Gordon 
Peter  Grant 
John  Maclean 
George  Fraser 
Charles  Chadd 
Norman  Mackod 
Donald  Macdonald 
Charles  Cameron 
John  Macpherson      ^ 
James  Bent 
G.  W.  Hoknes 
Charles  firskine 
John  Raros^ 
Archibald  Macdonald 
Norman  Madeod 
Charles  Doule 
Donald  Macdonald 
Tomlin  Campbell 
Alexander  Clarke 
Ronald  Macdonald 
Alexander  Cameron 
Peter  Wilkie 
John  Cameron 
Stewart  Matheson 
Archibald  Macdonald 
James  Hill 
Peter  Grant 
Allan  Macnab 
John  Cameron 
Donald  Macdonald 
John  Macpherson 
Nugent  Dunbar^ 
Andrew  WiU 
John  Cameron 
James  Mttchdl 
John  Macpherson 
G.  W.  Holmes 
Ronald  Macdonald 
8amuel  Bevan 
William  Fyfe 
Donald  Macpherson 
John  J.  Chisholm 
Donald  Macdonald 
John  Durie 
James  Ker  Ross 
Robert  Windiester 
George  Gordon 
John  Grant 
Alexander  Macdonald 


When 
Woonded. 


Sept  10, 
Oct.  2, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Mar.  13, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
^o21, 
do 
Jan.  IG, 
May  3, 
do  5, 
do 
Oct  28, 
do 
do 
do 
Not.  II, 
July  25, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


1799 


1801 


Where 
Wouaded. 


do 

1809 

1811 

do 

do 


1812 
1813 


Zype 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Aboukir 
do 
do  < 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Corunna 
Fucntes  d*Onor 
do 
do 

Arroyo  del  Molino 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Pyrenees 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


WlMdier 


Died  of  WndsL 
Maidi  23. 

do.  April, 
do.  March  16. 

do.  do.  17* 
do.  do.  24. 


do 


do 


da  May  10. 


do.  August 


('O. 


<'o. 
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When 

"   WKfi"     ' 

yixAfy 

Rank. 

NamM. 

Wounded. 

Wounded. 

DewL 

Biuign 

Geoige  Mitchell 

July  26,  1813 

Pyrenees 

iSiren  Kennedy 

do 

do 

Died  of  Wads. 

CapUin 

G.  W.  Hobnes 

do  30,  do 

do 

Aagast  6. 

Major 

John  Ma^henon 

do  31,  do 

do 

do 

Captain 

James  Seaton 

do 

do 

A 

Jamei  Lee 

do 

do 

Dougald  Campbell 

do 

do 

Ueatenant 

James  Hope 

do 

do 

Captain 

G.  W.  Holmes 

Dec.  13,  do 

Bayonne 

Ronald  Macdonald 

do 

do 

Donald  Maq>hcr8on 

do 

do 

Lieutenant 

J.  J.  Cbisholm 

do 

do 

Robert  Winchester 

do 

do 

Ronald  Macdonald 

do 

do 

do 

do 

George  Mitchell 

do 

do 

Bnidgn 

William  Praser 

do 

do 

Lieutenant 

Richard  Macdonnell 

Fd).  14,  1814 

StSefer 

Captain 

James  Seaton 

do  15,  do 

do 

dow  Pebraaiy. 

William  F;ife 
J.  A.  Dune 

March  2,  do 

T 

« 

Lieutenant 

do 

Richard  Macdonnell 

do 

do 

Major 

JamesMitchell(Lt..Col.) 

June  18,  1815 

QuatreBras 

Captun 

G.  W.  Holmes 

do 

do 

Dougal  Campbell 

do 

do 

W.  C.  Grant 

do 

do 

do.  Jane. 

Lieutenant 

Thomas  Hobbs 

do 

do 

Thomas  Mackintosh 

do 

do 

« 

Robert  Winchester 

do 

do 

Ronald  Macdonnell 

do 

do 

James  Kerr  Ross 

do 

do 

George  Logan 

do 

do 

John  Maddnlay 

do 

do 

George  Mackie 

do 

do 

Alexander  Macphenon 

do 

do 

Ewen  Ross 

do 

do 

Hector  M^nnes 

do 

do 

Ensign 

John  Barnwell 

do 

do 

Robert  Logan 

do 

do 

Angus  Macdonald 

do 

do 

Robert  Hewitt 

do 

do 

Aniflt  Surg. 

John  Stewart 

do 

do 

Captain 

Peter  Wilkie 

do  18,  do 

Waterloo 

Archibald  Ferrier 

do 

do 

Lieutenant 

Robert  WinrJiester 

do 

do 

Donald  Macdonald 

do 

do 

James  Kerr  Ross 

do 

do 

James  Hope 

do 

do 
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MUTINIES 

OF  THS 

HIGHLAND  REGIMENTS. 

In  reference  to  the  muUnies  of  the  49d  and  other  Highland  r^ments^ 
it  may  be  asked^  how  has  it  happened  that  acts  of  inanMrdination  should 
have  occurred  among  men^  whose  conduct  has,  in  o^er  respects^  been  or- 
derly and  obedient  ?  The  answer  to  this  may  partly  be  found  in  the  pe- 
culiar dispositions  and  habits  of  the  Highlanders.  These  peculiarities  I 
have  attempted  to  explain.  One  of  the  roost  prominent,  and  which  most 
powerfully  influenced  their  conduct^  was  the  bond  of  fidelity  and  affection 
by  which  thej  were  held  to  their  superiors  and  to  one  another.  Accustom- 
ed to  yield  impUdt  obedience  to  their  immediate  chiefs,  who  durst  not 
break  a  compact  with  a  people  subject  to  them,  chiefly  through  the  ties  of 
love  and  hereditary  reverence,  and  accustomed  also  to  have  promises  punc- 
tually fiildUed,  this  implicit  submission  was  not  yielded,  when  they  had 
rights  to  preserve,  or  agreements  to  be  fiilfilled.  In  later  times,  when 
they  entered  the  King's  service,  they  considered  themselves  as  a  contract- 
ing party  in  the  agreements  made  with  Government,  from  whom  they  na- 
turally expected  the  same  punctual  perfbrmanoe  of  their  eusagementa,  as 
weU  as  some  degree^  at  least,  of  the  kindness  and  attention  wbidi  they  and 
their  fathers  had  met  with,  from  their  ancient  and  hereditary  chieftaina* 
When  they  found  themselves,  therefore,  disappointed  in  these  reqpecta, 
and  the  terms  which  had  been  expressly  stipulated  with  his  M^esty's  offi« 
cers  violated,  the  Highlanders,  naturally  imtable  and  high-spirited,  warm* 
ly  resented  such  unexpected  treatment.  Hence  the  real  origin  of  the  re* 
Bistance  to  authority  in  Higldand  r^mcnta,  aa  will  be  rendmd  more  evi- 
dent by  a  plain  narrative  of  fkcta* 

The  mutiny  and  desertion  of  the  old  Highland  Regiment,  or  Black 
Watch,  has  a&eady  been  noticed ;  and  I  shall  now  give  a  brief  detail  of 
similar  acts  of  insubordination  among  other  Highland  corps.  By  placing 
the  whole  in  one  view,  instead  of  introducing  eadi  under  the  proper  seo* 
tion  of  the  difiereiit  reffmeatB,  the  general  principle  will  be  rendered  the 
more  apparent 

MACDONALD'S  HIGHLANDEBS, 

OR  8EVSNTT-8IZTH  BEGIICINT. 

In  the  year  1779,  this  corpa  was  ordered  up  from  Fort  Geoij^  fyt  epi« 
barkation,  and  quartered  in  BamtiBland  and  Kinghom.  Soon  after  they 
arrived  there,  great  numbers  of  the  Highlanden  were  observed  in  partiev 
in  earnest  conversation.  In  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  eadi  company 
gave  in  a  written  statement,  complaining  of  non-performanoe  of  promiaea, 
of  bounty-money  unpaid,  &c»  and  accompanied  their  atatement  with  a  de- 
cUintion,  that,  till  these  were  aatiifactorily  settled,  they  would  not  em- 
bark. They  requested,  at  the  same  time,  that  Lord  Macdonald,  the  chief 
and  patron  of  the  regiment,  should  be  sent  for  to  see  justice  done  to  them. 
An  answer  not  having  been  returned  soon  enough,  or  in  the  manner  they 
expected,  they  marched  away  in  a  body,  and  took  posaesdon  of  a  hill  above 

vox..  II.  y 
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the  town  of  Burntislandy  continuing  firm  to  their  purpose,  hut  abftaiii* 
ing  from  all  violence;  and  when  several  other  young  soldiers  wbhed 
to  join  them,  perhaps  as  much  for  the  sake  of  the  ftolic  as  any  thing 
else,  they  ordered  tnem  back  to  their  quarters,  telling  them  they  had 
no  cause  of  complaint,  and  no  claims  to  be  adjusted ;  and  that,  therefore, 
they  poght  to  obey  their  officers,  and  do  their  duty,  and  leave  th^m  (the 
Highlanders)  to  answer  for  their  conduct. 

Things  remained  in  this  state  for  some  days,  the  Highlanders  regularly 
sending  parties  to  the  town  fbr  provisions,  and  paying  punctually  for  what 
they  procured.  It  happened  fortunately,  that  the  r^raent  was  at  that  time 
commanded  by  Maior  Alexander  Donaldson,  an  officer  of  great  experience, 
and  not  less  firm  than  conciliating.  Born  in  the  Highlands,  he  had  served 
for  nineteen  years  in  the  42d  Regiment,  and  understood  perfectly  the  pecu- 
liar habits  and  dispositions  of  his  countrymen.  Aided  ny  Lieutenant  Ro* 
bert  Barclay,  the  paymaster,  an  investigation  took  place,  and  every  man's 
dflim  was  clearly  made  out.  When  this  statement  was  laid  before  Lord 
Macdonald  on  his  arrival,  he  advanced  the  money  claimed  bv  the  soldiers, 
which  amounted  to  a  considerable  sum,  taking  upon  himself  the  risk  of 
recovering  it  from  those  whose  conduct  had  nearlv  ruined  a  brave  and  ho- 
nourable bodv  of  men,  as  the^  afterwards  proved,  themselves  to  be.  The 
result  showed  bow  this  act  of  insubordination  was  thought  of,  for  no  man 
was  brought  to  trial,  or  even  put  in  confinement ;  and  when  all  was* set- 
tled, they  embarked  with  the  greatest  alacrity. 

ATHOLE  HIGHLANDERS, 

OE  8£VBNTY«BBV£NTH  RBOIlfBKt. 

At  the  peace  of  178S»  this  r^ment  was  marched  to  Portsmouth,  to  be 
embarked  for  the  East  Indies,  luthough  the  terms  on  which  they  had  en- 
listed were  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war.  They  showed, 
however,  no  reluctance  to  embark,  nor  any  desire  to  claim  their  discharge, 
to  which  their  letters  of  service  entitled  them.  On  the  contrary,  when 
they  came  in  sight  of  the  fleet  at  Spithead,  as  they  marched  across  Port»- 
down  Hill,  they  pulled  off  their  bonnets,  and  gave  three  <^eers  fbr  a  brash 
with  Hvder  Ali,  But  no  sooner  were  they  Quartered  in  Portsmouth,  to 
wait  till  the  transports  should  be  ready,  than  oistnut  and  discord  appear- 
ed. Emissaries  ftom  London,  it  is  affirmed,  expatiated  on  die  fluthlesa* 
ness  of  sending  them  to  audi  a  distance,  when  their  tenn  of  service  had 
expired,  and  inflamed  them  by  reports  of  their  being  sold,  fbr  a  certain 
som  per  man,  to  the  East  Indik  Company.  Some  of  the  officers,  it  was 
added,  were  to  divide  the  money  among  themselves.  Had  their  confidence 
in  their  officers  not  been  thus  undermined,  they  would  not  have  been  ao 
easily  sturred  up  to  disobedienoe  and  disregard  of  their  authority,  and  die- 
bdidPof  the  explanation  given  by  those  to  whom  they  had  hitherto  shown 
.  the  greatest  attadiment  But  the  influence  of  these  motives  having  been  de- 
atioyed  by  ftlae  indnnations  against  thar  officers,  there  was  the  lesa  re- 
■tnint  on  their  indignation  at  what  was  but  too  true;  that  no  r^;ard  was 
paid  to  the  engagement  by  which  they  had  bound  themselves.  The  con- 
aeqneaoe  was,  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  aoldiera  to  adhere  to  their 
tons  of  service,  and  not  to  embark  mr  India.  After  some  days  of  disor- 
gaDintion  and  mismle,  *  in  whidi  the  officers  lost  dl  oemmand.  Govern- 
ment  acquieaoed  and  countermanded  the  order  to  tebark. 

*  A  soldier  of  the  ganiion  invalids  was  killed^  and  several  others  wounded,  in 
an  atlanjpt  to  prevent  the  Highlanders  ton  obtatmog  possesakm  of  the  main-guard 
and  gamaon  parades 
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The  foIk)wSiig;  account  of  this  affair^  dated  9t  Portsmouth,  was  publkh- 
ed  in  Pebruary  1783 :  "  The  Duke  of  Atholl,  his  unde^  Major-General 
Murray,  and  Lord  Greorge  Lennox,  haye  been  down  here,  but  the  Athole 
Highbinders  are  still  determined  not  to  go  to  the  £ast  Indies.  They  ha7e 
put  up  their  arms  and  ammunition  into  one  of  the  magazines,  and  pla^d 
a  very  strong  guard  over  them,  whilst  the  rest  of  the  raiment  sleep  and 
refresh  themselves.  They  come  resularly  and  quietlv  to  the  grand  parade, 
very  cleanly  dressed,  twice  a-day,  uieir  adjutant  and  other  cmicers  parade 
ing  with  them.  ,One  day  it  was  proposed  to  turn  the  great  guns,  on  the 
rampart,  on  the  Highlanders,  but  this  scheme  was  soon  overruled.  An- 
other time  it  was  suggested  to  send  for  some  marching  regiments  quarter- 
ed near  the  place,  upon  which  the  Highlanders  drew  up  the  draw-bridges^ 
and  placed  sentinels  at  them." 

Another  account  states, — '*  You  may  be  assured  I  have  had  nw  per* 

Slexities  since  the  mutiny  commenced  in  the  77th  Regiment;  but  I  must 
0  the  men  the  Justice  to  confess,  that,  excepting  three  or  four  drunken 
fellows,  whose  impudence  to  their  officers  could  only  be  equalled  by  their 
brutality,  the  whole  regimpt  have  conducted  themselves  widi  a  regulari^ 
that  is  snrprisinff;  for  what  might  not  have  been  expected  from  upwards 
of  one  thousana  men  let  loose  from  all  restraint  ?  Matters  woulu  never 
have  been  carried  to  the  pitch  they  have,  but  for  the  interference  of  some 
busy  people,  who  love  to  be  fishing  in  troubled  waters.  The  men  have . 
opened  a  subscription  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  the  poor  invalid,  for 
whose  death  they  express  the  greatest  r^et.  On  their  neing  informed, 
that  two  or  three  regiments  were  coming  to  force  them  to  embark,  they 
flew  to  their  arms,  and  followed  their  comrade  leaders  through  the  town, 
with  a  flxed  determination  to  give  them  battle ;  but  on  finding  the  report 
to  be  fiilse,  tliey  returned  in  the  same  order  to  their  quarters.  The  regi- 
ment ia  not  to  go  to  the  East  Indies  contrary  to  their  instructions,  which 
has  satisfied  them,  but  will  be  attended  with  disagreeable  consequences  to 
the  seryice ;  and  since  the  debates  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  should  not  wonder  if  every  man  intended  for  foreign  aervioe  refbsed 
going  for  the  reasons  there  given,  which,  you  may  depend  on  it,  they  are 
now  well  acquainted  with." 

In  the  course  of  the  parliamentary  debates  on  this  sulnect,  Lord  Auck* 
land,  then  Mr  £den,  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Ireland,  sidd,  "  He  had 
happened  to  have  the  77th  r^ment  immediately  under  his  observation 
durwg  sixteen  months  of  their  garrison  duty  in  Dublin,  and  though  it 
was  not  the  moat  agreeable  duty  in  the  service,  he  must  say  that  their 
conduct  waa  most  exemplary*  Their  officers  were  not  only  men  of  gentle* 
manly  character,  but  peculiarly  attentive  to  regimental  discipline.  He 
hayioff  once,  upon  the  sudden  alarm  of  invasion,  sent  an  order  for  the 
immeuiate  march  of  this  regiment  to  Cork,  they  showed  their  alacrity  by 
marching,  at  an  hour's  notice,  and  completed  their  march  with  adispatcn 
beyond  any  instance  t»  modem  times ;  and  this,  too,  without  leavmg  a 
single  soldier  behind."  . 

ft  is  difficult  for  those  who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  mixing  with  the 
HighlanderSt  to  belieye  die  extent  of  the  mischief  which  this  unhappy 
misunderstandhig  baa  occasioned,  and  the  deep  and  lasting  impression  it 
has  left  behind  it.  In  the  course  of  my  recruiting,  many,  years  aiuerwards, 
I  waa  often  reminded  of  this  attempt  on  the  Aude  Highlanders,  which 
waa  always  allied  as  a  confirmation  of  what  happened,  at  an  earUer 
period,  to  the  Black  Watch.  Tlda  transaction,  aim  others  of  a  similar 
description,  have  created  diBtnut  in  Government,  arid  in  the  integrity  of 
its  agents. 
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If  Government  had  oflTered  a  small  bounty,  when  the  Athole  Highland- 
ers were  required  to  embark,  there  can  be  little  doubt  they  'would  have 
obeyed  their  orders,  and  embarked  as  cheerfully  as  they  marched  into 
Portsmouth.  The  regiment  was  marched  to  Berwick,  and  disbanded  con- 
formably to  the  original  agreement.  No  man  was  tried  or  punished. 
An  inference  has  in  consequence  been  drawn,  and  never  forgotten,  in  the 
Highlands,  that  however  unjustifiable  the  mode  of  redress,  the  men  had 
just  cause  for  complaint. 

SEAFORTH. 
In  the  year  1778,  the  Seaforth  Highlanders  were  marched  to  Leith, 
where  they  were  quartered,  for  a  short  interval,  though  long  enough  to 
produce  complaints  about  the  infringement  of  their  engagements,  and 
some  pay  and  bounty  which  they  said  were  due,  to  them.  Their  disaffec- 
tion was  greatly  increased  by  the  activity  of  emissaries  from  Edinburgh, 
like  those  just  mentioned  as  having  gone  down  from  London  to  Ports- 
mouth. The  r^ment  refused  to  embark,  and  marching  out  of  Leith, 
with  pipes  playing  and  two  plaids  fixed  on  poles  instead  of  colours,  took  a 
position  on  Arthur's  Seat,  of  which  they  kept  possession  for  several  days, 
during  which  time  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  amply  supplied  them 
with  provisions  and  ammunition.  After  much  n^tiation,  a  proper  un- 
derstanding respecting  the  causes  of  their  complaint  was  brought  about, 
and  they  marched  down  the  hill  in  the  same  manner  in  which  they  had 
gone  up,  with  pipes  playing ;  and  *'  with  the  Earls  of  Seaforth  and  Dun- 
more,  and  General  Skene,  at  their  head.  They  entered  Leith,  and  went  on 
board  the  transports  with  the  greatest  readiness  and  cheerfulness." 

In  thk  case,  as  in  that  of  the  Athole  Highlanders,  none  of  the  men 
were  brought  to  trial,  or  even  put  into  confinement,  for  these  acts  of  open 
resistance, 

DETACHMENTS  OF  THE 

FO&TV-SECOND  AND  SEVENTY-FIRST  SE6IMENT8. 

In  April  1779,  two  strong  detachments  of  recruits  bdongilQg  to  the  48d 
and  7  ist  regiments  were  ordered  (torn  Stirling  Castle,  for  the  purpose 
of  embarking  at  Leith  to  join  their  rn^iments  in  North  America.  Ii^en 
the^  arrived  at  Leith  it  was  notified  to  them  that  they  were  not  to  join 
their  own  regiments,  but  were  to  be  turned  over  to  the  80th  and  82d,  the 
Edinburgh  and  Hamilton  regiments.  The  men  remonstrated,  and  de- 
clared openly  their  firm  determination  to  serve  in  no  corps  but  that  for 
which  they  had  engaged.  After  some  n^otiation  and  delay,  troops  were 
sent  to  Leith  with  oraere  to  carry  the  Highlanders  as  prisoners  to  Edin- 
burgh Castle,  if  they  persisted  in  refusing  to  be  transfenned.  The  soldiers 
having  refused  to  comply,  an  attempt  was  made  to  enforce  the  orders. 
The  Highlanders  flew  to  arms,  and  a  desperate  afiray  ensued.  Captain 
Mansfield  of  the  South  Fendble  regiment,  and  9  men,  were  killed,  and 
31  soldiers  wounded.  At  last  the  mutineers  were  overpowered  and  car- 
ried to  Edinburgh  Castle. 

On  the  6th  of  May  following,  three  of  these  prisoners,  Charles  William- 
son and  Archibald  Madvor,  soldiers  in  the  42d  regiment,  and  Ro- 
bert Brydges,  soldier  in  the  71st  regiment,  were  brought  before  a 
court  martial  on  the  following  charge :  *'  You,  and  each  of  you,  are 
charged  with  having  been  guilty  of  a  mutiny  at  Leith  upon  Tuesday, 
the  20th  of  April  last  past,  and  of  having  instigated  others  to  be  guilty  of 
the  same,  in  which  mutiny  several  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  were  killed 
and  many  wounded." 

An  extract  from  their  defence  wiU  show  their  reasons  for  resisting  the 
orders  to  cmbailc.    *'  The  prisoners  Archibald,  Madvor  and  Charles  Wil- 
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liaroson  enlisted  as  soldiers  inf  the  49d>  being  an  old  Highland  legimcnt, 
wearing  the  Highland  dress.  Their  native  language  was  Gaelic,  the  one 
being  a  naiiye  of  the  northern  parts  of  Argylesbire,  and  the  other  of  the 
western  parts  of  Inverness-shire,  where  the  language  of  the  country  is 
Gaelic  only.  Tfiey  have  never  used  any  other  language,  and  are  so  igno- 
rant of  the  English  tongue,  that  they  cannot  avail  tneinselves  of  it  for  any 
Dur^oae  of  life.  They  have  always  been  accustomed  to  the  Highland  - 
nabit,  so  far  as  never  to  have  worn  breeches,  a  thing  so  inconvenient  and 
even  so  impossible  for  a  native  Highlander  to  do,  that,  when  the  High- 
land dress  was  nrobibitcd  bv  act  of  Parliament,  though  the  philebeg  was 
one  of  the  fbrbiaden  parts  of  the  dress,  yet  it  was  necessary  to  connive  at 
the  use  of  it,  provided  only  that  it  was  made  of  a  stuff  of  one  colour  and 
not  of  tartan,  as  is  well  known  to  all  acquainted  with  the  Highlands,  par- 
ticttlarly  with  the  more  mountainous  parts  of  the  country.  Tliese  drcum- 
Btanoes  made  it  more  necessary  for  them  to  serve  in  a  Highland  regiment 
onljr,  as  they  neither  could  have  understood  the  language,  nor  have  usetl 
theu-  arms,  or  marched  in  the  dress^of  any  other  regiment." 

The  prisoner  Robert  Bridges  stated,  that  he  was  a  native  of  the  upper 
parts  or  Caithness,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  English  language,  and  ac- 
customed to  wear  the  Highland  garb,  he  enlisted  to  serve  in  Eraser's  High- 
landers, and  in  no  other  regiment ;  and  in  continuation  of  their  defence 
the  Uiree  prisoners  stated,  that,  **  when  they  arrived  at  Leilb,  they  were 
informed  oy  their  officer.  Captain  Junes,  who  had  conducted  them,  that 
thev  were  now  to  consider  the  officers  of  the  88d,  or  Duke  of  Hamilton's 
reffiment,  a  regiment  wearing  the  Lowland  dress,  and  speaking  the  £ng- 
lisn  tongue,  as  their  officers,  but  how  this  happened  they  were  not  in« 
fbrmed.    No  order  from  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  their  being  drafted 
was  read  or  explained  to  them,  but  they  were  told  that  they  must  imme- 
diately join  the  Hamilton  and  Edinburgh  regiments.    A  great  number 
of  the  detachment  represented,  without  any  disorder  or  mutinous  beha- 
viour, that  they  were  altogether  unfit  for  service  in  any^  other  corps  than 
Highland  ones,  particularly  that  they  were  incapable  of  wearing  breeches 
as  a  part  of  their  dress.    At  the  same  time,  they  declared  their  willing- 
ness to  be  regularly  transferred  to  any  other  Highland  regiment,  or  to 
continue  to  serve  in  those  r^ments  into  which  they  had  l^n  regularly 
enlisted.    But  no  regard  was  paid  to  these  remonstrances,  which,  if  they 
bad  had  an  opportunity,  they  would  have  laid  before  the  Commander*in- 
Chi^.    But  an  order  ror  an  immediate  embarkation  prevented  this.    The 
idea  that  naturally  suggested  itself  to  them  was,  that 'they  should  insist 
on  serving  in  tbe  same  regiment  in  which  they  had  been  enlisted,  and  not 
to  go  abroad  as  part  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's  regiment,  till  such  time 
as  Uiese  difficulties  were  removed.    They  accordinny  drew  up  under  arms 
on  the  shore  of  Leith,  each  respective  corps  by  itsdf    The  prisoners  were 
informedy  that  the  orders  issued  were  to  take  them  prisoners  to  the  Castle; 
had  tbese  orders  been  explained  to  them,  they  would  have  submitted,  and, 
with  proper  humility,  nave  laid  their  ease  befbre  those  that  could  have 
given  them  redress.    But  unfortunately  the  seijeant  who  undertook  to 
explain  to  them  in  Gaelic,  represented  Uiat  they  were  immediately  to  go 
on  board  as  part  of  the  Hamilton  regiment,  but  which  they  do  with  great 
deference  toy  that  they  did  not  at  the  time  conceive  they  coiild  law- 
fully have  done.**    After  the  defence  was  read,  **  Captain  Innes  of  the 
7l8t  regiment  showed  an  attestation  to  the  court,  which  he  said  was  in 
the  uniform  style  of  the  attestations  for  that  regiment,  and  it  expressly 
bore,  that  the  persons  thereby  attested  were  to  serve  in  the  7 1st  regiment, 
commanded  by  General  Simon  Eraser  of  I^ovat,  and  that  they  were  to 
serve  for  three  years  only,  or  during  the  continuance  of  the  pretent  war," 
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The  three  priaonerft  were  found  guilty,  and  sentetieed  to  be  shot;  but 
his  Majesty  gave  them  a  free  pardon,  "  in'fiill  confidence  that  they  will 
endeaTOor,  by  a  prompt  obedience  and  orderly  demeanour,  to  atone  for  this 
atrocious  offence." 

The  detachment  aflerwarda  embarked,  and  joined  their  difierent  regi- 
ments in  America. 

BREADALBANE. 

In  the  year  1795,  a  serious  disturbance  broke  out  in  Glasgow,  pnunig 
the  Breadalbane  Fencibles.  Several  men  having  been  confined  and 
threatened  with  corporal  punishment,  considerable  discontent  and  irrita- 
tion were  excited  among  their  comrades,  which  increased  to^ach  violence, 
that,  when  some  men  were  confinetl  in  the  guard-house,  a  great  propor- 
tion of  the  regiment  rushed  out  and  forcibly  released  the  prisoners.  This 
violation  of  military  discipline  was  not  to  be  passed  over,  pnd  accordingly 
measures  were  immediately  taken  to  secure  the  ringleaders,  and  bring 
item  to  punishment.  But  so  many  were  equally  concerned,  that  it 
was  difficult  to  fix  on  the  proper  subjects  for  punishment.  And  here  was 
shown  a  trait  of  character  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  and  whidi  originated 
ftom  a  feding  olive  to  the  disgrace  of  a  degrading  punishment.  The 
addiers  being  made  sensible  of  tne  nature  of  their  misoonduot,  and  the 
consequent  punishment,  ^tir  meti  voluntarily  offered  thenuelves  to  siaud 
iriai,  and  suffer  the  sentence  of  the  law  as  an  atonement  fbt  the  whole. 
These  men  were  accordingly  marched  to  Edinburgh  Castle,  tried,  and 
condemned  to  be  shot.  Three  of  them  were  afterwai^  reprieved,  and 
the  fourth  was  shot  on  Musselburgh  sands. 

On  the  march  to  Edinburgh,  a  circumstance  occurred,  the  more  worthy 
of  notice,  as  it  shows  a  strong  principle  of  honour  and  fidelity  to  his  word 
and  to  his  officer  in  a  common  Highland  soldier. 

One  of  the  men  stated  to  the  officer  commanding  the  party,  that  he 
knew  what  his  fate  would  be,  but  that  he  had  left  business  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  a  iHend  in  Glasgow,  which  he  wished  to  transact  before  his 
death;  that,  as  to  himself  he  was  fully  prepared  to  meet  his  fate;  but  with 
regard  to  his  friend,  he  could  not  die  in  peace  unless  the  business  was  set- 
tled, and  that,  if  the  officer  would  suffer  him  to  return  to  Glasgow,  a  few 
hours  there  would  be  sufficient,  and  he  would  join  him  before  he  reached 
Edinburgh,  and  march  as  a  prisoner  with  the  party.  The  soldier  added, 
•^^  You  have  known  me  since  I  was  a  child ;  you  know  my  country  and 
kindred,  and  you  may  believe  I  shall  never  bring  you  to  any  blame  by  a 
breach  of  the  promise  I  now  make,  to  be  with  you  m  fVdl  time  to  be  de- 
livered up  in  the  Castle."  This  was  a  startling  proposal  to  the  officer, 
who  was  a  judicious  humane  man,  and  knew  perfectly  his  risk  and  re* 
Bponsibility  in  yielding  to  such  an  extraordinary  apphcation.  However, 
Ilia  confidence  was  such,  that  he  complied  with  the  request  of  the  prison- 
er, who  returned  to  Gla^w  at  night,  settled  his  business,  and  left  the 
town  before  day-light,  to  redeem  his  pledge.  He  took  a  long  circuit  to 
avoid  being  seen,  apprehended  as  a  deserter,  and  sent  back  to^  Glasgow,  as 
probably  his  account  of  his  officer's  indulgence  would  not  have  been  cre- 
dited. In  consequence  of  this  caution,  and  the  lengthened  march  through 
woods  and  over  hills  by  an  unfVequented  route,  there  was  no  appearance 
of  him  at  the  hour  appointed.  The  perplexity  of  the  officer  when  he 
reached  the  neighbourhood  of  Edinburgh  may  be  easily  imagined.  He 
moved  forward  dowly  indeed,  but  no  soldier  appeared  ;  and  unable  to  de^ 
lay  any  longer,  he  marched  up  to  the  Castle,  and  as  he  was  delivering 
over  the  prisoners,  but  before  any  report  was  given  in,  Macmartin,  die 


APPENDIX.  IzXXvii 


mbieiit  soldier,  roshed  in  anong  his  ftUow  piiioiiers»  all  ptie  with  anxiety 
rad  fkHipie,  and  breathless  with  apprehension  of  the  conseqaences  in 
which  his  delay  might  hare  involved  his  benefkctor. 

In  whatever  light  the  conduct  of  the  officer  ^my  respectable  friend  M»« 
jar  Colin  Campbell)  may  be  considered,  either  oy  military  men  or  others, 
in  this  memorable  exemplification  of  the  characteristic  piinciple  of  his 
ecmntrynien,  fidelity  to  their  word,  it  cannot  but  be  wished  that  the 
BcMiers  msgnanimous  seli^evotion  had  been  taken  as  an  atonement 
lor  his  own  misconduct  and  that  of  the  whde.  It  was  not  from  any  sd* 
ditiotud  guilt  that  the  man  who  suffered  was  shot  It  was  determined 
that  only  one  should  soflTer,  and  the  fi)ur  were  ordered  to  draw  lots.  The 
fiital  Ghimoe  fell  upon  William  Sutherland,  who  war  executed  aooordittgly. 

GRANT. 

The  year  1795  exhibited  snother  instsnce  of  insubordination,  originating 
in  horror  of  the  disgrace  which,  according  to  HigUanders'  views,  could  not 
Ikil  to  attach  to  themselves  and  their  country  ft-om  an  in&mous  punish- 
ment  for  crimes  not  in  themselves  infamous,  in  the  moral  sense  of  the 
word :  for  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  distinction  between  this  and  the  feeling 
excited  among  these  men  when  punishments  are  awuded  for  disgraceftu 
crimes.  In  cases  where  soldiers  were  guilty,  or  were  suspected  of  bringitig 
shame  on  themselves  by  actions  unbecoming  good  men,  I  have  always  ob- 
served that  the  soldiers  were  anxious  they  should  be  brought  to  the  pu- 
nishment their  crimes  deserved. 

The  mutiny  of  the  Grant  was,  in  every  respect,  similar  in  its  cause. 
olgect,  and  consequences,  to  that  of  the  Breadalbane  Fendbles.  SevenJ 
men  were  put  into  confinement,  end  threatened  with  punishment.  The 
idea  was  insupportable  to  msny  of  the  soldiers,  who,  in  defiance  of  thdr 
offioecs,  broke  out  and  released  the  prisoners.  Sir  Jsmes  Grant,  the  colo- 
nel snd  patrtfn  t)f  the  regiment,  hurried  to  Dumfries,  where  the  resiment 
wss^en  Quartered.  But  he  was  too  late ;  and  the  violation  of  orrler  and 
military  discipline  was  too  glaring  to  be  passed  over.  The  r^;iment  was 
removed  to  Musselbuigh,  where  Corporal  Macdonald,  Charles  and  Alex- 
ander Mackintosh,  Almmder  Frsser,  and  Duncan  Macdougall,  were  tried 
and  condemned  to  be  shot.  The  corporal  was  pardoned,  and  the  three 
soldiers  were  ordered  to  draw  lots,  (Alexander  Fraser  was  not  permitted 
to  draw,)  when  the  fatal  chapce  fell  on  Charles  Mackintosh,  who,  with 
Fraser,  was  shot  on  Gullane  Links,  on  the  16th  July  1795. 

CANADIAN. 

In  the  year  1804,  orders  were  issued  to  raise  a  r^ment  in  the  High- 
lands, to  be  called  the  Canadian  Fencibles,  and  to  serve  in  Canada  omy. 
Owing  to  several  circumstances  the  corps  wss  speedily  filled  up.  X>ne  ex- 
tensive glen  in  Invemessrshire  was  in  that  year  improved  in  the  meden) 
style,  and  depopulated.  Several  other  detached  parte  of  the  countrjr 
were  similarly  treated.  To  the  young  and  active,  who  had  thus  lost  their 
hemes  and  usual  mode  of  subsistence,  this  corps  apnearetl  to  present  the 
means  pf  reaching  a  country  whither  many  of  their  mends  sna  immediate 
neighbours  had  gone  before  them,  and  where  they  were  taught  to  expect 
a  permanent  settlement  without  being  subject  to  the  **  summary  eject- 
ment stiU  practised  in  some  parte  of  the  north  when  tenante  prove  refrac- 
tory," namely,  burning  their  houses  shout  their  ears,  a  mode  of  ejecting  a 
virtuous  peasantry,  for  which  the  dvilixed  revivers  of  this  obsolete,  bat  ef- 
ficient practice,  have  not  received  the  notice  they  merit. 
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The  men  of  this  corfNi  were  ordered  to  nMcmlJe  in  GUagom,  whoe  it 
was  discovered  that  the  most  scandalous  deceotions  had  heen  practised  up- 
on them,  and  that  terms  had  been  promised  wnich  GoTetnment  would  noCy 
end  coidd  not,  sanction.  The  persons  who  had  thus  decdYed  these  poor 
men  by  representing  the  terms  in  a  more  fiivourable  light  than  truth  would 
justify,  obtained  a  great  number  of  recruits  withoutany,  or  for  a  very  snudl 
bounty. 

When  these  men  disoorered  their  real  situation,  they  were  loud  in  their 
lemonstranoes,  and,  becoming  yery  disorderly  and  diaobedient,  were  i«ady 
to  break  out  into  open  mutiny.  But  an  immediate  inquiry  being  made 
into  the  foundation  of  their  complaints  by  General  Wemyss,  who  then 
commanded  in  Glassow,  they  were  found  to  be  of  such  a  nature,  that  it 
was  necessary  to  satisfy  them  ;  and  as  this  could  not  be  done  in  Uie  msji- 
ner  and  to  the  extent  promised,  ^  regiment,  consisting  of  800  men,  was 
inarched  to  Ayr,  and  there  disbopded.  The  ordering  tnem  so  hi  south 
from  Greenodc,  the  portof  embarjcatlon  for  Canada,  gave  a  kind  of  confir- 
ynation  to  the  previous  report,  that  they  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Ide  of 
flight,  and  thence  to  the  East  or  West  Indies.  After  being  discharged, 
it  was  an  additional  cause  of  discontent  that  they  had  been  sent  so  much 
farther  from  home,  and  that  those  who  still  intended  to  go  to  Canada 
were  so  much  fiirther  removed  from  the  usual  jikce  of  embu-kation.  As 
the  second  battalions  of  the  78th  and  79th  regiments  were,  at  that  time, 
recruiting,  numbers  of  the  men  enlisted  with  Colonel  Cameron,  and  a  few 
Awenty-two)  with  me,  fbr  the  78th.  Several  who  had  money  to  pay  for 
Uie  passage  emigrated  to  America.  Those  who  had  not  the  means  suuad 
themselves  all  over  the  country,  proclaiming  their  wrongs,  and  thua  hdp« 
ing  to  destroy  the  confidence  of  their  countrymen,  not  only  in  Govern- 
ment, but  in  all  publjc  meD«  whom  they  now  began  to  think  totally  un- 
worthy of  credit. 

The  happy  auspices  under  which  the  British  army  is  now  placed,  the  jus- 
tice done  to  the  soldier,  and  the  regard  paid  to  his  comforts,  and  even  to  his 
feelings  as  a  man,  are  the  best  ana  most  certain  security  against  frtture  acts 
of  insubordination.  It  is,  therefore,  the  less  necessary  to  point  out  the 
fianeful  effects  of  usinc  any  deception  towards  soldiers,  as  the  thing  is 
now  unknown ;  but,  should  any  individuals  be  base  enough  to  make  such 
an  attempt,  the  certain  infamy  that  would  follow  a  discovery  forms  an  ef- 
fectual preventive.  It  may  however  be  usef^il,  indeed,  my  great  object  in  ad- 
verting to  the  unfortunate  misunderstandings  which  occurred  so  close  up- 
on each  other  in  the  American  War  is,  to  show  the  soldier  of  the  present 
day  how  different,  and  how  much  more  honourable,  his  treatment  now  is> 
contrasted  with  the  deceptions  practised  on  credulous  and  unsuspicious 
tnen,  which,  by  rendering  them  jealous  and  distrustfult  were  so  pernicious 
in  their  effects  to  the  service  in  general,  and  tended  to  give  an  unfavour- 
able impresdon  of  their  charact^,  where  these  circumstanoes  were  un- 
known.* 


Note  to  Page  436. 


Although  bo  much  has  already  been  said  about  national  corps,  di^- 
iinguished  by  their  garb,  or  otherwise,  I  may  still  add  a  few  obscrva- 
tipns  on  the  effect  the  Highland  regiments  have  had  in  directing  the  notice 
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of  ihe  pablfe  to  the  militaij  character  of  Scotland,  which  is  now  so  much 
hlended  with  the  sister  kingdom,  that,  while  we  hear  of  the  English 
Fteliament,  and  the  English  nayy  and  aitnj,  Scotland  is  never  once  men- 
tioned. In  die  great  naval  victories  of  Britain^  we  have  never  heard  of 
Scotch  sailors;  neither  should  we  hear  of  the  soldiers  of  Scotland,  were 
it  not  to  tiioae  corps  distinguished  hy  national  marks ;  and  the  north- 
em  part  of  the  kingdom  wouM  have  heen  as  low  in  military  as  in 
naval  iame^  and  as  unnoticed  at  Waterloo  and  Alexandria  as  at  Tra- 
fidgar  and  Aboukir.  In  Keith's  and  Campbeirs  corps  in  Germany  in 
the  Seven  Years*  War,  1,S00  Highlanders  gave  celebrity  to  the  warlike 
character  of  Scotland ;  at  the  same  time  that  (on  a  calculation  from  the 
Ufloal  proportions)  there  were  at  least  3,000  Scotch  soldiers  intermix- 
ed with  the  English  regiments  under  Prince  Ferdinand ;  but,  although 
«ach  of  these  men  had  been  as  brave  as  Julius  Ceesar,  we  should  never 
have  heard  of  Scotland*  Fortunately,  however,  there  was  no  mistaking 
^*  the  brave  band  of  Highlanders,"  with  their  plaids  and  broadswords. 
The  assault  of  St  Sebastian  was  most  desperate,  and  called  forth  stronger 
proofs  of  bravery  than  almost  any  enterprise  of  the  Peninsular  Campaigna. 
Oh  that  occasion  there  was  three  times  the  number  of  Scotch  officers  and 
soldiers  belonging  to  the  difibrent  regiments  engaged,  than  there  was  at  Ar- 
rovoa  de  Molinos,  where  the  Gordon  Highlanders  were  engaged,  and  where 
a  oetachmcnt  of  the  French  army  was  surprised  end  diiperMd.  This  was 
a  mere  skirmish  in  comparison  of  the  assault  at  St  Sebastian,  in  which 
Scotland  was  never  mentioned,  while  the  other  affiiir,  with  men  distin- 
guished by  a  particular  garb,  is  introduced  into  the  ballads  of  the  country, 
and  the  tune  of  **  Hey  Johnnie  Cope"  has  gained  additk>nal  celebrity  by 
being  |>layed  that  morning  when  the  piper  struck  up  the  advance,  in 

2uia  time,  to  the  attack.  Jt  is  well  known  that  no  regiment  was  more 
Istingui&hed  in  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  campaigns  than  the  late  94th, 
or  Scotch  Brigade,  and  that  a  great  proportion,  of  the  men,  and  two-thirds 
of  the  officers,  were  Sootch,'ana  yet  that  courage,  of  which  the  French  saw 
so  many  examples,  never  Aimished  them  with  one  idea  favourable  or  un- 
fiivourable  of  Scotland ;  because  the  Scotchmen  had  not  a  distinguishing 
mark.  Neither  the  enemy  nor  our  allies  could  know  Arom  what  country 
they  came.  In  short,  if  there  were  no  Scotch  regiments,  and  no  Highland 
twifbrm,  we  should  hear  no  more  of  the  military  character  than  we  do  of 
the  naval  exploits  of  Scotland.  There  might  be,  as  there  always  are,  many 
individttfd  instances  of  distinguished  merit,  but  there  would  be  no  national 
character. 

Few  regiments  are  more  purely  Scotch  than  the  Greys.  When  the  in- 
vincible charges  made  by  this  regiment  at  Waterloo  caUed  forth  the  admi- 
ration of  Buonaparte,  who  exdaimed,  "  Qu'ils  sont  terribles  ces  Chevaox 
Gris,"  he  knew  not  of  what  country  they  were.  But,  when  he  saw  the 
Gordon  Highlanders,  in  their  kilts  and  bonnets,  charge  his  solid  co- 
lumns, he  at  one  glance  dispovered  their  country,  and,  wnile  they  contri- 
buted so  much  to  blast  his  earthly  glory,  he  could  not  suppress  his  ad- 
miration of  **  JsCs  braves  Ecossais, 

If  the  men  of  the  Black  Watch  had  been  distributed  among  other  regi- 
ments in  the  ^ear  1739,  instead  of  being  kept  together  as  a  separate  corps, 
and  if  no  Highland  corps  had  been  subseiiuently  formed,  Uie  extent  to 
which  the  Scotch  retain  the  martial ,  character  of  their  ancestors  would 
have  been  unknown.  But  this  individualization  of  national  corps  has  af- 
forded a  ftill  opportunity  of  appreciating  character.  The  regiments  who 
served  under  Gustavua  Adolphus,  and  the  bri^des  who  were  in  the  ser- 
vice of  Holland,  reflected  honour  on  the  Scottish  name.  •  National  corps 
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an  acooidiiigly  fiiipg«t<d  to  thk  day.  In  Seocknd  tliit  ftdiag  is  aliil 
•iroag,  and  many  look  back  widi  wndmentB  of  additkmal  respect  to  the 
memory  and  penetimtion  of  the  Lord  Fnaident  Fccbea,  wbo  contempia|ed 
theaeadyantage^  and  first  proposed  their  estaUidiment  in  the  north. 

£xoept  in  two  instances  in  the  Duke  of  Msrlborongh's  campaigns^  wheie 
the  Greys  are  mentioned^  Scotland  or  Scotch  aoldiers  are  no  more  nocioed 
than  the  soldieis  of  the  ancient  Jdngdom  of  the  Pids,  nor  sre  they  men- 
tioned in  the  la^er  battles  of  Dettingen,  Minden,  &c.  In  one  weid^ 
were  il  not  Ibr  these  national  bodies  of  mem  in  distinct  corpi^  Scofe- 
knd  must  kiok  back  to  th^days  of  Wallacs,  Bruce,  Chevy  Chaae,  Fkid* 
den,  and  the  cunpaigna  of  Montroae,  fer  ita  military  diaracter.  In  the 
Hic^lands,  indeed,  there  hsTo  been  tnsnlatfd  esses,  such  as  tiiat  of  Sir  Ewoi 
Cameron  of  LocMel;  jmd  the  events  of  1745  and  1740  'gave  the  dans 
some  opportunities  of  showing  their  connge ;  but  undisciplined,  almoat  no* 
armed,  and  without  the  confidence  inspired  by  the  consciousoesi  of 
supporting  a  legal*  (although  they  believed  it  to  be  an  honoorable 
CMisi,)  they  were>  in  many  xafMcta,  unfortunate ;  and  in  the  last 
strugs^e  were  brought  into  the  field  under  great  disadvantages.  It 
is  to  after  times,  tnereibrc;,  that  we  are  to  look  for  the  consolidatioD  of 
the  present  military  character  of  Scotland ;  and  although  the  people  of  this 
country  cannot  talk  of  their  sailors  or  their  ships,  they  can  look  to  their 
aoldien  and  regiments  without  a  Uush^  snd  exhibit  them  bb  a  aample 
of  the  national  character.  Now,  where  eq^ld  the  lample  be  fiMind  in  au^ 
fident  numbers  to  form  a  proper  estimate,  werp  it  not  for  corpa  ao  merited 
that  they  could  not  be  miataken  ?  When  these  national  corps  were  propeiw 
ly  constituted;  when  men  believed  that  preaerving  or  aiagradng  ttuir 
own  character  was  reiected  on  thdr  corps  and  native  country.  Die  e& 
ftct  was  conspicuous.  The  dress,  too,  had  its  influence,  not  only  on  the 
soldiers,  but  mi  individuals,  in  reviving  or  preserving  s  love  of  their  coun- 
try,* 

*  Some  spinioB  may  bs  Ibmed  of  the  Jmnortancs  whidi  GovernmeDt  atiadied 
to  die  garb  by  the  teaar  of  the  fiilkiwiiig  oatlif  adoMuileBid  in  1747  and  1748  io 
Fort  VVilluun  sod  other  places  wheie  £e  people  were  aaaembled  for  the  purpofe  ; 
duMc  wlw  refufod  to  lake  it  bdng  treated  as  rd>eli :  ^*  I,  A.  B.,  do  swear,  and  as 
I  shall  answer  to  God  at  the  great  day  of  judgmeat,  I  hare  not,  nor  shall  bave»  in 
ny  possession  any  gnn,  swo^,  pistol,  or  arm  whatsoever,  and  never  use  tartan, 
plaia,  or  any  part  of  the  Highund  garb ;  and  if  I  do  so,  may  I  be  cursed  in  my 
undertakings,  family,  and  property,— may  1  never  see  my  wife  and  children,  fa- 
ther,  mother,  or  reladons,— may  I  be  hHled  in  battle  as  a  coward,  and  lie  without 
Christian  burial  in  a  strange  land,  far  ftom  the  graves  of  my  forefathers  and  km- 
diad  (  may  all  dits  come  aerots  nw  if  ^  break  my  oath.*'  The  framers  of  this  oadi 
anderstood  the  character  of  tlie  Highlanders,  llie  abolition  of  the  feudal  power  of 
the  chiefs,  and  the  disMrming  act,  had  httle  influence  on  the  chaiaeter  of  the  people 
in  comparison  of  the  grief,  indignation,  and  disaffection  occasioned  by  the  kM  of 
their  garbb 

When  the  late  Gordon  Fendbles  wen  reviewed  in  17M  by  his  Migesty  in  Hyde 
Park,  an  old  friend  of  mine,  a  native  of  the  Highlands,  which  he  had  left  in  early 
life,  resided  in  London.  At  the  commencement  of  the  French  Revolution,  be  imbibed 
nMuy  of  the  new  opinions,  became  an  imaginary  citi^een  of  the  world,  and  would 
not  allow  that  he  had  any  country.  When  the  Highland  raiment  was  reviewed, 
ba  reftned  toaeeompany  a  ftiend  to  die  Rview,  saying,  in  his  usual  style,  that  he  had 
no  coootry  or  ooontiymen.  However,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  go ;  and  when  he 
fliw  the  regiment,  the  plaids,  and  the  bonnets,  and  heard  theeeond  of  the  pipes,  the 
memory  of  former  days  returned  with  such  force,  that  his  heart  swelled,  his  eyes 
filled  with  tears,  and,  bursting  away  ftom  his  friend,  he  exdairacd,  ^  I  have  a 
Gountiy,  aiUr  all :  tlie  sight  of  these  poor  felbwa  has  aiven  nfe  a  truer  lesson  than 
all  my  boasted  philosophy."    Ever  afterwards,  he  used  to  smile  at  his  sudden  eon- 
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The  only  old  Highland  Ksiiiieot  we  h«ve,  who  ean  look  back  to  doeda 
ID  ibrmer  wan,  is  the  i0d.  Kven  the  lew  English  and  Irish  who  hav« 
latterly  been  foubd  in  the  ranks,  have  been  ronsed  and  warmed  by  leool- 
lectins  the  character  of  their  predecessors,  (though  not  of  their  country,) 
but  which,  at  the  same  time,  they  considered  themselvea  bound  to  aop- 
port.  How  much  greater,  then,  roust  be  the  e£fect  of  this  talisman,  if 
properly  applied  by  ,an  officer  of  judgment,  to  the  feelings  of  moun« 
taineers,  in  all  countriea  enthusiasticafly  attached  to  their  native  land? 
The  Black  Watch  was  established  in  the  days  of  our  great-grandlathera, 
and  we  have  heard  our  Ikthers  and  grandfatners  speak  with  enthusiaam  of 
the  manl^  and  diivalrous  virtues  and  personal  appearance  of  these  men* 
Hence  it  is  that  in  the  North  the  people  look  witn  the  same  respect  and 
regard  to  this  corps  as  they  do  to  toeir  ancestors  and  men  of  their  own 
blood  and  kindred.  There  are  few  who  have  not  at  some  period  had  a 
relation  who  served  in  it. 

The  popularity  which  thia  and  other  corps  obtained  in  former  wars, 
and  the  ease  with  which  their  ranks  were  filled,  induced  several  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  to  attempt  raiung  regiments  in  the  same  manner,  habited 
|n  the  ancient  Celtic  garb.  Government  having  given  great  encouragement 
to  the  measure,  more  Highland  corps  were  embodied  than  what,  perhaps^ 
the  diatricts  whose  name  they  bore  oould  aupply  with  men  in  the  con- 
sumption of  an  active  and  lengthened  warfare,  when  great  musibers  en- 
tered into  other  corps,  and  engaoed  in  other  avocations, — the  consequence 
of  the  spirit  of  Improvement  and  speculation  that  rose  and  increaaed  with 
the  war.  It  was,  therefore,  found  necessary,  aa  has  been  more  than  onoe 
mentioned,  to  change  the  deaiffnation  and  girb  of  aix  Highland  regiments^ 
and  assimilate  tbem  to  the  Engush  uniform.  But  now,  when  Uiere  are  only 
five  Highland  regiments,  a  sufficient  supply  of  men  for  the  vacandee  occa- 
aioned  by  natural  caaualtiea  (which  in  headthjr  stations  must  be  ibw)  ought 
to  be  obtained  finm  a  country  containing,  aa  is  said,  a  aurplua  population. 
But  that  a  difficulty  of  doing  this  exists  is  evident  ftom  the  circumstance  of 
Highkmd  raiments  having  recruiting  parties  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow^ 
&c  Various  causes  may  be  sssigned  ror  this  seeming  want  of  patriotism 
and  disinclination  to  a  militarv  life  among  the  Highlanders.  *  I  shall  no- 
tice one  which  materially  influences  successful  recruiting ;  and  that  ic, 
the  idle  and  too  general  reports  of  the  destruction  of  lives  in  the  High- 
land regiments.  It  has  been  stated,  in  newspapers,  and  firmly  believed  in 
the  North,  that,  during  twelve  years  of  the  late  war,  nearly  14,000  men  ^ 
were  killed  and  disabled  in  the  ^sd  alone;  when,  in  ftct,  the  whole  nun»» 
ber  which  belonged  to  the  regiment  in  a  service  of  seventy-five  years  was 
only  8798.  ^     The  79th  and  other  Highland  oorpa  are  said  to  have 

verrion,  sod,  as  he  infonnsd  me,  never  miMed  aa  oppoitanity  of  viating  hii  nadve 
eouotry. 

*  I  have  already  stated  the  sappoeed  want  of  miUtaiy  spuit  noticed  by  difieieat 
writers.  Sir  Geoige  Mackenzie,  in  a  Report  of  the  county  of  Aoss,  says,  ^*  The  Higli. 
landen  are  trumpeted  forth  as  oiu  only  resource  for  soldiery  whilst  it  is  notorious 
that  the  inhabtunu  have  a  strong  aversion  to  a  military  life.**  In  the  Islands,  also, 
the  militarv  spirit  is  asserted  to  ^  so  completely  broken,  that,  according  to  Dr  Mac- 
culloch,  who  States  that  he  speaks  from  abundant  information,  *^  it  may  be  truly 
said,  that  the  population  of  60,000  Highland  insnlais,  which,  according  to  the  or* 
dinsiry  average  of  Kuropean  military  siqmly,  would  have  afibided  000  soldiers,  was 
deftnded,  during  the  late  war,  by  the  artisans  and  manufiKtoreis  of  England  and 
the  law  country.*'  Sudi,  on  the  authority  of  these  writers,  and  of  others  not  aeoes- 
ssry  to  mention,  it  the  low  stata  of  patriotism  and  courage  among  the  once  chivaU 
vaui,  wwlike,  and  higb-iniadsd  Highlsaden»  ThstiaiehMbeeu  when  they  weie  not 
f  See  page  zcv* 
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■iiflfered  in  the  tame  manner.  So  firm  and  prevalent  if  this  belief,  that, 
when  young  men  enter  those  regiments,  it  is  considered  much  the  same 
as  if  sentence  of  death  had  been  passed  upon  them.  Now,  allowing  young 
men  a  Air  share  of  courage  and  military  ardour,  they  may  hesitate  to 
enter  on  duties  where  dea^  is  said  to  be  the  certain  consecjuence ;  and 
even  should  they  evince  an  inclination  for  the  army,  they  wiU  find  their 
families  and  fHends  decidedly  hostile  to  their  wisjies.  This  would  not  be 
the  case,  nor  would  arguments  be  used  to  damp  the  spirit  of  young  men, 
if  the  truth  were  known.  But  so  misled  are  the  pec^le  on  these  points, 
that  they  believe  the  42d  left  ^00  men  on  the  field  at  Fontenoy,  although 
only  30  were  killed ;  that  half  the  regiment  fell  at  AlQiandria,  (only  48 
were  killed ;)  and  that  more  than  500  were  destroyed  at  Quatre  Bras  and 
Waterloo,  when,  in  fkct,  there  were  only  40  men  killed  in  the  one  and  6  in 
the  other.  This  prejudiced  view  of  the  subject  does  not  give  full  play  to 
the  military  spirit  of  young  men ;  and  while  it  principally  originates  iu  the 
idle  vanity  of  young  soldiers,  who  talk  loudly  of  the  heavy  lists  of  killed  and 
wounded,  uno^  an  erroneous  idea,  that  the  more  men  kiUed  in  battle^ 
the  greater  credit  to  those  engaged ;  when,  in  fact,  it  is  quite  the  reverse. 
WiUi  a  few  exceptions  in  peculiar  emergencies,  as  that  of  the  4ad  at  7i* 
oonderoga  and  Alexandria,  their  loss  has  in  no  manner  exceeded  tliat  of 
other  regiments,  and  in  many  cases  been  much  less,  as  at  Fontenoy, 
where  they  were  engaged  in  almost  every  part  of  the  field  where  die 
greatest  resistance  and  danger  were  expected,  and  at  last  covered  the  re- 
treat, and  kept  the  enemy  at  a  respectful  distance;  and  all  this  with  the 
trifling  loss  just  mentioned. 

In  Uie  late  war  of  twenty-one  years,  ending  in  1814,  the  number  kill- 
ed of  the  48d  regiment  amounts  to  S35,  of  the  78th  (first  battalion) 
to  i03,  of  the  79th  to  89,  o£  the  92d  to  181,  and  of  the  93d  to  80 ; 
in  all,  668  men  of  these  five  regiments  killed  in  battle.  The  number 
of  men  who  served  in  these  five  regiments  was  about  20,500  ;  of 
whom  668  have,  in  twenty-one  years,  been  lost  to  their  country  by 
the  hand  of  the  enemy;  being  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  1  man 
out  of  every  30  ;  or,  taking  the  compound  ratio  of  the  numbers, 
(80,500,)  and  of  the  time,  (twenty-one  years,)  the  proportion  of  killed  to 
the  sum  total  of  men  would  be  as  i  to  661.  If  1  man  out  of  every  30 
were  killed  annually  instead  of  in  twenty-one  years,  the  war  would  not 
have  been  so  bloody  as  it  has  often  been  called.  It  is  fortunate  for  the 
military  character  of  tliis  country  that  the  scale  is  so  moderate ;  for,  so  far 
from  a  long  list  of  casualties  being  a  proof  of  bravery,  it  is  generally  a 
proof  of  the  very  reverse.  The  greatest  loss  is  ^nerally  sustained  in  a  de^ 
jfeat,  and  more  ore  wounded  when  men  are  stationary,  or  in  a  slow  and  he- 
sitating advance,  than  in  a  bold  and  rapid  attack.  Experience  has  shown, 
and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  it  will  be  found,  that  niunerous  wounds  in- 
fiicted  on  individuals  have  usually  been  received  when  they  were  not  in 
their  proper  place  in  their  corps, — ^when  either  in  the  rear,  out  of  the  line 
of  their  uuty,  or  separated  by  some  means  fVom  their  comracles.  When 
men  boldly  face  their  enemy  in  a  compact  body,  in  dose  support  of  each 
other,  they  are  so  equally  exposed  to  danger,  that  it  is  very  rare  indeed  for 
anv  individual  to  receive  many  more  wounds  than  tliose  dose  to  him.  If 
officers  and  soldiers  keep  steady  with  the  body  of  their  regiment,  diere  will 
be  less  danger,  and  fewer  wounds,  than  \£  they  allow  themselves  to  be  se- 
parated, when  men  are  in  a  line,  for  example,  the  enemy's  shot,  after 
passing  it,  can  do  no  fiirther  mischief,  the  surikce  exposed  being  rendered 

afraid  pr  unwilling  to  defend  themsdves  or  their  countiy  without  Uic  assistance  of 
Pertht  Paisley^  or  Manchester  weavers. 
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by  the  linear  formation.  But  when  men  are  brpken  ancl  separated, 
they  become  like  the  pieces  on  a  chess  board ;  the  shot  tvhich  passes  one 
will  hit  another,  and  the  same  shot  may  thus  disable  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  individuals.  By  firing  into  the  rabble  of  a  crowd,  more  men  wlU 
suffer  than  by  firing  against  the  same  individuals,  at  the  same  given  dis* 
tanoe,  after  these  individuals  have  been  drawn  up  in  military  array. 

When  men  talk  of  heavy  loas  sustained  in  battle,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  smaller  the  loss  the  greater  the  honour,  if  successful,  and, 
vice  versa,  the  more  loss  the  less  honour.    The  killed  ami  wounded  of  a 
native  army  in  India,  in  the  time  of  Hyder  AH,  would  carry  away  the 
palm  from  the  bloodiest  of  our  battles ;  yet  we  do  not  find  that  a  great 
loss  to  the  army  of  the  Sultan  was  consiaered  as  a  mark  of  courage  or  mi« 
litary  conduct.    On  the  contrary,  they  are  considered  as  improving  in  mi- 
litary skill  when  they  fight  with  smaller  loss  than  formerly.    The  French 
understand  these  matters  well ;  and  while  they  loudly  proclaim  thdr  vic- 
tories, and  omit  nothing  that  can  give  them  an  air  of  importance,  they  do 
not  tidk  of  their  losses,  nor  endeavour  to  swell  them  by  detaUing  every 
ca8ualty>  however  trifling,  afVaid  lest  any  should  escape  notice.    They  act 
differenUy,  and  justly  believing  that  victory  is  more  valuable,  and  more 
honourable,  if  gained  with  small  loss,  they  rather  lessen  than  exaggerate 
the  amount.    Hence  the  country  and  the  army  being  told,  and  wishing 
to  believe,  that  their  battles  are  easily  won,  an  idea  of  great  superiority  is 
entertained. 

lilany  men  are  cool,  collected,  and  firm,  whatever  the  danger  may  b^ ; 
nothing,  on  the  other  hand,  makes  some  men  more  brave,  than  when  they 
'  think  there  is  no  danger.    Hence  we  may  discover  one  cause  of  the  rapi- 
dity with  which  the  ranks  of  the  French  army  were  so  easily  and  so  fre- 
quently completed,  even  after  their  most  disastrous  defeats.  Would  proung 
men  have  served  so  readily  had  they  been  told  that  the  enemy  annihilat- 
ed a  whole  corps  in  one  battle,  ana  that  one  regiment  lost  near  14,000 
men  in  the  course  of  twelve  years  ?     Would  they  not  have  also  been  start- 
led, and  felt  hesitation  in  joining  a  regiment  which  has  been  called,  as  the 
42d  has  been  in  the  Highlands,  the  *'  graves  of  the  brave,"  or  in  more 
homely  language,  "  the  slaughter-house  of  the  youth  of  the  north }" 
Such  accounts  of  death  and  destruction  disparage  and  deteriorate  the  na- 
tional character.    They  are  unjust  towards  our  brave  troops,  damp  their 
artlotir,  check  recruiting,  and  would  lower  their  military  fame,  were  it 
true  that  they  cannot  overcome  an  enemy  without  great  destruction  to  them- 
selves.   How  difibrent  this  is  fh>m  the  fact  wiU  be  seen  by  reference  to 
Maida,  Salamanca,  Vittoria,  Quatre  Bras ;  in  short,  to  every  occasion  where 
the  troops  have  been  led  on  witli  judgment  and  skill,  or  have  not  been 
met  by  overwhelming  numbers.    At  Maida,  only  1  man  out  of  every  104 
engaged  was  killed ;  at  Salamanca,  1  out  of  90 ;  at  Vittoria,  1  out  of  74 ; 
and  at  Quatre  Bras,  i  out  of  40.  *    Without  noticing  fVactions,  these  are 

."  In  OUT  navy  all  the  great  victories  have  also  been  gained  with  tmall  comparative 
loM,  while  that  of  the  enemy  was  frequently  great  beyond  all  proportion.  The  loss 
in  some  of  the  single  actions  was  hardly  worth  notice,  except  in  the  great  superioa- 
ty  proved  by  a  comparison  of  the  number  which  fell  on  eslch  side.  In  the  instance 
^  the  Guerrier  frigate,  captured  by  Captain  Robert  Barlow,  with  only  1 1  killed  and 
wounded,  the  loss  of  the  French  frigate  was  about  300  men.  The  Guerrier,  to  be 
sure,  was  crowded  with  men,  but  sdll  there  was  no  disparity  of  numbers  that  could 
balanee  the  difference  of  killed  and  wounded.  This  must  have  proceeded  from  the 
ability  with  which  the  commander  manoeuvred  his  ship,  tlie  courage  and  coolness 
of  the  ofiicers  and  sailors,  and  the  precision  with  which  they  took  their  aim.  In 
Lord  Howe*s  battle  of  the  ist  of  June  1794,  the  number  of  British  engaged  was  20 
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the  proportkms,  and  cannot  be  called  deadly.    Whererer  Britlah  troops 
have  suatairied  a  heavy  Uta,  it  has,  in  ibiir  casea  out  of  five,  been  occasion- 
ed by  lome  untoward  accident,  aome  error  of  judgment,  or  aooae  unexpeet* 
cd  obstruction.    The  only  instance  in  which  Fraaer'a  Hlghlanden  of  the 
American  War  gave  way  before  an  enemv,  was  at  Cowpens  in  Soath  Ca- 
rolina.   In  this  case  the  loss  was  treble  the  amount  of  that  in  any  other 
of  the  severe  struggles  in  which  that  brave  and  estimable  corps   was 
engaged  during  the  war,  and  in  all  which,  except  at  Cowpens,  the  enemy 
were  defeated.    The  loss  of  the  42d  at  Toulouse  w«s  principally  occaaioB- 
ed  by  the  inadvertency  of  occupying  a  wrong  position ;  and  at  Quatre 
Bras  the  greatest  loss  was  sustained  by  permitting  the  enemy's  cavalry  to 
omie  too  near,  from  the  impression  tliat  tliey  were  Belgians,  a  mistake 
cnriginating  in  the  similarity  of  uniform.    Both  at  Quatre  Bras  and  Wa«- 
terloo,  the  casualties  of  the  Cameron  and  Gordon  Highlanders,  in  resisting 
the  most  desperate  charges  of  the  enerov,  and  ip  the  rapid  advances  by 
which  they  were  driven  back,  were  lignt.     It  was  from  the  succeeding 
deniltory  and  distant  firing,  a  mode  of  warfare  in  which  the  French  ex- 
cel, that  the  men  sufiered  so  much.  Had  circumstances  permitted,  and  had 
it  been  possible  tosupport  tliecorpswho  fought  independently  atQuatre  Bmf, 
there  is  not  a  doubt,  that  they  would  have  completely  repulsed  the  enemy 
with  very  little  comparative  loss.    Hence,  while  reports  of  great  losses, 
which  are  seldom  well  founded,  check  recruiting,  lower  the  character  of 
our  troops,  and  raise  the  confidence  of  the  enemy,  the  extreme  correctness 
with  which  our  lists  of  casualties  are  frequently  drawn  up  may  be  notic« 
•d.    It  is  certainly  impossible  to  object  to  this  correctness,  but  perhapa  it 
is  going  beyond  the  line,  to  include  all  trifling  scratches  and  brtnaes  which 
in  no  manner  disable  men  from  the  performance  of  their  duty.    Instances 
have  occurred  where  reported  losses  were  so  quickly  replaced,  as  to  seem 
like  resurrections,  as,  indeed,  they  have  been  called.    Few  will  be  dispoa* 
ed  to  believe,  that  our  troops  fight  less  desperately  at  present  than  aixty 
or  seventy  years  ago;  yet  a  comparison  between  the  killed  and  woundea 
in  cUfierent  battles  might  lead  to  such  an  inference.    In  many  battlea  of 
the  Jate  war,  the  wounded  have  been  six  to  oae  of  the  killed,  and  in  some 
cases  ten  and  twelve  to  one.    At  Fontenoy  the  amount  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  was  1269  of  the  former,  and  SUl  of  the  latter,  officers  included. 
At  Culloden,  where  there  was  some  desperate  fighting,  die  Adiole  brigade 
had  19  officers  killed  and  4  wounded,  and  Stewart  of  Appin's  regiment 
had  14  officers  killeil  and  11  wounded,  with  men  in  nearly  tne  same  propor- 
tion.    Kow,  the  difference  of  the  present  proportions  of  wounded  to  kil- 
led may  in  part  be  ascribed  to  the  over  accuracy  of  our  reports.    In  distant 

sul  of  the  line,  with  17,000  men.  Of  these  281  were  killed,  tbat  is,  in  the  proportkin 
of  nearly  1  to  60.  In  Lord  Bridport's  action  of  the  23d  of  June  1795,  there  veie  14 
smI  with  about  10,000  men,  of  whom  113  ncre  killed,  or  1  of  87  of  those  pieiait 
In  the  action  off  Cape  8t  Vincent's,  there  weie  16  sail,  with  about  10,000  men,  of 
whom  73  were  killed,  bong  1  to  136>  In  Lord  Duncan's  actkin,  on  the  1 1  th  of  October 
1797t  there  were  16  sail,  (including  two  SO's,)  with  about  8,000  men,  of  whom  191 
were  killed,  being  as  1  to  41  of  those  in  action.  Jn  the  battle  of  the  Kile  then 
were  14  sail  of  the;  line,  with  about  4,000  men,  of  whom  218  were  killed,  or  1 
in  36.  In  Lord  Nelson^s  attack  on  Copenhagen,  1801,  there  were  11  sail  of  the 
line  and  5  frigates  engaged,  with  about  7»000  men,,  of  whom  234  were  killed,  «r 
1  in  39.  In  the  batUe  of  Trafalgar,  there  were  27  sail,  with  about  17,000  men«  sf 
whom  412  were  killed,  bang  as  1  to  41 ;  and  in  this  proportion  was  the  loss  in  almost 
all  other  actiotts.  In  the  last  action,  diat  of  Algiers,  the  loss  was  considerable,  but 
Ais  is  more  to  be  attributed  to  the  ships  being  exposed  to  the  fire  of  batteries,  than 
to  any  difference  in  firmness  or  manner  of  fighting. 
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firing  wounds  may  be  more  mimeronBy  but  they  will  in  genend  be  less 
severe,  and,  as  has  been  ahready  stated,  the  fewer  killed  the  more  honour- 
able  tlie  victory.  If  a  race  horse  gain  the  stakes  with  ease*  his  snperiority 
is  greatly  enhanced.  If  a  cool  and  scientific  boxer  repels  every  blow  of 
his  opponent,  and  covers  him  with  blood  and  bruises^  while  he  niffers  lit* 
tie  himself,  his  pnowess  is  established. 

When  the  British  lost  41  men  killed  at  Maida,  and  the  enemy  more 
than  1^300  buried  in  the  field,  both  armies  consistuigof  diseiplined  troops» 
(and  there  being  a  neat  superiority  of  numbers  on  the  port  of  the  ene* 
mv,)on  afiur  field,  without  any  natural  advantage  on  either  side,  to 
wnom  should  the  palm  of  superiority  be  oivcn  ?  And  would  this  supe- 
riority be  so  conspicuous  had  the  British  bad  1 ,300  killed,  and  wounued 
in  proportion  ?  Ttieir  victory  would  have  been  so  desriy  bought,  tliat  ano- 
ther such  would  have  been  their  ruin,  *  whereas  they  were  quite  readv, 
the  same  evening,  to  follow  up  the  blow,  while  the  enemy  were  entirely 
'scattered,  cowed»  and  totally  unable  to  show  Uiemselves.  So  completelr 
Was  their  spirit  broken,  that  whenever  a  man  with  a  red  coat  appearea, 
they  fled  with  precipitation  and  terror,  f  These  were  the  consequences 
of  the  heavy  loss  they  sustidned  in  battle. 

But  let  it  not  be  llelieved  tbat  I  argue  in  this  manner  firom  any  appre- 
hension of  diminished  courage.  If  our  soldiers  are  commanded  by  men 
who  understand  their  character^  and  can  work  upon  their  fedings,  thev 
will  prove,  that,  if  placed  in  firont  of  an  enemy  on  equal  terms,  they  wUl 
conquer,  as  their  predecessors  have  fifequently  done,  with  a  loss  so  small, 
as  not  to  lessen  their  strength  in  any  material  degree,  or  to  disaUe  them 
from  pursuing  tiiek  future  ogperations. 

Note  to  Page  xcL  of  the  Appendix. 

General  Statement  of  the  Number  of  Men  thai  bet^mged  to  the  ^Mf  now 
the  %2d,  or  Royal  Highland  Regimentfjrom  the  244h  of  April  17iO,  to 
the  9Uh  of  June  1815. 

In  the  year  17^  when  the  regunent  was  embodied  at  Aberfeldy,  in 

Pertmhire,  and  quartered  near  Tay  Bridge  and  the  Point  of  Lyon, 

theae  being  their  plaeea  ibr  dfliciae,  the  ten  coaapaniei  eonaiated  of  6 

aeijeants,  2  pipen  or  drnmmera,  and  80  men  each,         •         •  870 

la  1745,  three  eompaaiei,  of  6  eetjeaali  and  100  men  each,  were  added,    316 

Theae  compamee  remained  at  home,  and  sent  mnfiRcemenn  to  the 

regiment  ifhen  requiied. 

ReQrait8miaedftoinl74tftol748,  .... 

Total  ifom  1740  to  the  peace  of  1748, 

In  1748,  the  three  addition^  eemponics  wna  ledueed,  and  about 

AOO  men  were  dia^aiged. 

Cany  ferward,  •  ^  .  l,S7ft 

*  After  the  battle  of  Malplaqnet,  VUlan,  in  hit  diapatch,  consoles  fais  soYcidgn, 
that,  hy  eiz  more  andi  rictoriea  aa  die  enemy  had  gained,  they  woidd  be  destroyed. 

t  Several  imtancca  of  this  occoxred.  Two  days  after  the  action,  n  corporal  and 
three  aoldiera  eseorting  General  Staart*s  luggage,  mistook  their  road,  and,  instead  of 
taking  that  to  Monte  Leone,  followed  the  read  to  Cotrona,  on  whidi  a  ooipa  of  the 
enemy  had  retreated,  and  were  resdng  themsdfas  in  a  field  nose  a  rising  ground. 
Wbenthe  '  '       '  " ' .......    .1 . 


coming, 

number        „    „    ,  ,  ,  , 

and  pednqM  equally  sbrmed,  cstiied  by  the  lead  be  had  adiaaoed,  and  Momti 

the  proper  route. 
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BiM^gnt  nifwdy  Y»S7& 

Reeniiufram  1749  to  1755,  ....  80 

In  1756,  the  regiment  wm  placed  on  the  war  establidunent.    Hie 

number  of  recroiunised  in  nine  weeks  was  -  -  760 

In  1758,  seven  oompanies,  of  120  men  each,  were  raised  and  fonned 

into  a  second  battaEon  at  Perth,  on  20th  October,  •'  -        840 

In  1759,  a  detachment  of  iccniits  joined,  •  •  -  1^ 

In  1761,  dew  do.  •  -  •  00 

Total  Aom  te  peaes  of  1748  to  die  pewe  of  176S,  — «  l^OM 
Wha  the  regiment  left  America  in  1767,  all  the  aoldien  who  piefcr. 
led  lemainiiig  either  foiunteeied  into  odier  regiments  or  were  dis« 
charged  in  that  coontry.  So  many  made  this  choice,  that,  along 
with  the  deaths  and  those  who  had  been  pievioiMly  diadmged,  the 
regiment  was  very  weak  in  niimlMn.  Howofsr,  in  a  fisw  weeks  the 
recruits  raised  amounted  to  .  •  •  90O 

In  1770,  the  strength  of  the  regiment  was  angmwited,  and  there  were 

added,  including  seijeants, '  •  -  r  -  144 

Recniiu  from  1770  tiU  1775,  -         '      -  -  96 

In  1775|  the  regiment  was  again  placed  on  the  war  cstaUishmeht,  and 
in  ten  weeks  there  were  recruited,  including  seijeants,  -  876 

A  part  of  this  number  remained  at  home,  and  rdnforoements  sent 
to  America  as  occasion  required. 
In  1779,  drafts  ftom  Chatham  were  sent  to  the  resiment,  •  153 

These  were  removed  to  other  regiments,  and  Scotsmen  leoeifed 
in  exdiange. 
In  1781,  a  detachment  of  rocroiu  ftom  Soodaiidt  •  •  190 

Also  a  daii  from  the  Scotch  Pusilecrs,  &c  •  •  80 

Total  ftom  the  peace  of  1763  to  the  peaee  of  1783,        -        — —  1 ,618 
At  the  latter  period,  a  number  of  men  were  discharged,  and  the  esta- 
blishment reduced  to  350  men.    The  corps  being  very  healthy  in 
Nova  Scotia,  no  recruits  were  sent  out.    The  regiment  came  home  in 
1789,  when  there  joined  •  •  •  •  . 

In  1790,  recruiu,        .....  •  99 

In  1791,  an  independent  company,  raised  by  the  Marquis  of  Huntly, 
was  ordered  to  the  regiment,  ...  97 

Recruits  in  1791, 34 

Recruits  in  1799,  •  •  .  .  .  47 

From  25th  June  1793  to  94tii  June  1816,  the  number  of  men  die- 
charged  was  1,485;  the  number  killed  in  action,  980;  died  by  side- 
ness  and  wounds,  1,135 ;  unaccounted  for,  having  been  left  side  in 
an  enemy's  country,  prisoners,  &c.  138  men ;  and  the  numbers  re- 
maining in  the  first  battalion  on  the  24th  June  1815  was  630  men. 
Thus,  as  the  dead,  dischaiged,  missing,  and  still  remaining  in  the 
regiment  od  that  day,  must  indude  the  ^hde  who  joined  within  the 
period,  we  find  the  number  of  men  to  have  been  -         3,568 

Totalfrom  the  peace  of  1783  to  the  peace  of  1815,        -        ..-.4,005 

Grand  Total  of  men  in  the  BhM*k  Watdi,  and  42d  or  Royal  Highland  Re- 
giment, from  its  origin  at  Tay  Bridge  m  April  1740  to  24th  June  1815,    8,792 

N.  B. — ^The  second  batulion  of  the  year  1758  is  included  in  the  number  of  men 
in  the  first  battalion,  as,  with  the  exoeptum  of  the  expedition  of  the  second  to  Mar- 
tinique and  Guadaloupe  in  1750,  both  battalions  were  dways  employed  in  the 
same  service. 

The  second  battalion  of  1780  is  not  included,  as  there  was  no  exchange  of  men 
or  oiHcers  between  it  and  the  first  battalion. 

The  second  battalion  of  1803  is  also  kept  separate.  The  number  of  men  who 
died  in  this  battalion  from  December  1803  to  94th  October  1814  was  823.  The 
number  discharged  and  transferred  to  the  firrt  battalion  and  t6  other  regiments, 
from  1803  till  the  reduction  in  1814,  was  965  men. 
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General  Statement  (^  the  Number  of  Men  received  by  the  7M,  or  Sea^ 

fir^  Highlandere;  also  of  the  number  Deadt  DUehargedj  Deserted,  or 

Prisoners,  and  transferred  to  other  Regiments  ;  from  the  date  of  the 

issuing  of  the  Letters  of  Servicet  on  the  8M  of  March  1 703,  till  StUh  Jnme 

1890.. 

Kambeff  of  moi  neniited  ftom  the  formatioii  till  the  f  4th  Deomber 

1W» 1,0W 

Aamiiti  from  SINli  Oeotmber  1799  tm  the  peM  of  1881,  .  S86 

Dnfted  from  tho  noood  bottalioD  and  othor  eom  ia  1786  aid  1791^    M84 
B«9nilsfrom  1801  till  die  MMO  of  1816,  ...  488 

VolmitMn  from  the  Peith«  Bom,  and  other  militia  Mgimnii  in  1808,     988 
Drafte  from  die  moood  hattalkm  from  1808  tin  1814»       .  •        646 

Tmufrm  from  other  Ngimenta  till  tbie  date,  •  •  .96 

ReendtiftomdiepcaGeof  1815  till  die  94th  of  Jmie  1890,  168 

Dmfte  from  the  moond  battalion  within  <hia  period,  •  •         419 

Total  incnam,  •.^4,869 

Nomber  of  mm  killed  and  dead  from  the  fimnation  tOl  die  peMe  in 
1801,  .......  673 

Dighamd  widiin  diit  period,  ....  449 

Tfanmmd  to  other  i^pmenta,  •  •  •  •  853 

Demited  or  taken  priMoen,*  •  *  •  71 

Nomber  of  nm  kiOed  and  dead  from  1801  till  the  peMe  of  1816,         1,389 
DifAjmed  withhi  thia  period,  •  ...  605 

Demrted  or  taken  priaonen,  *  •  •  -  •  10 

Nmnber  of  nMO  dead  from  1615 'tiU94di  Jane  1890»  86 

Dieehaioed, 994 

Dmerted,  .......  1 

Traiiafrned  when  the  vemmant  embatked  from  India  in  I8I7,  934 
Da        m  odier  rmnenta                                 in  1818,        •  89 

Totel  deeteam  from  1793  tin  1890,  -—-3,731 

Efieettfie  itnngdi  of  the  rqpment,  94th  Jane  1880, 

This  statement  indndas  all  the  ofaangea  in  the  78th  r^^entftr  twenty- 
seven  years.  Similar  statements  respecting  the  other  Hig^iland  regiments 
would  give  similar  results.  It  has  been  alraidT  stated,  that  the  number  of 
menieeeivedby  the40d,ftom  1783  till  theSith  of  Jane  1815^  was  4,005. 

The  serfiee  of  the40d,  78th«  and  99d,  was  very  aimOar,  these  reglmenta 
hsTing  been  mnch  employed  together,  and  snbject  to  the  same  caswahies. 
Those  of  the  Ofid  hare  oeen  less,  as,  during  the  war,  the  r^ment  was  not 
employed  in.  the  West  Indies  alons  with  the  other  two  corps.  Indeed,  it 
is  not  pir^babk,  that,  in  the  HighJand  corps,  there  was  anr  difoence  of 
▼igoor  or  of  capability  to  siq^port  the  triala  of  oonsdtution  mcidenl  to  the 

*  It  is  proper  to  mention,  diat  die  men  itated  ae  priMnoi  or  demrten,  pnriooe 
tolOOl,  werathomwholUlbdihidindiehanMingmardieethiOQgh  Holland  and 
WertphaUa  doihig  the  almoetanpveeedentedfidla  of  enow  in  1784  and  1795.  The 
enemy  being  ckiw  in  die  nu  of  the  army,  the  eoldieri  frU  into  tfarir  banda  t  hot 
wfaedier  diey  vohmtarily  steiwideied,  or  wore  incapable  of  maichina,  wae  not  aa- 
certtnaed,  thongh  diere  can  be  Ettle  doubt  dmt  the  mbatinn  of  theyom^  ml. 


diera  wae  tUBcauM  of  their  fidlinghito  the  bands  of  thee  wstty.    Themmeiemark 
ap^im  to  thom  who  fdl  bdiind  in  the  heavy  mardiea  in  the  East  Indiff. 

▼OL.  II.  g 
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prafesBion ;  oonaequently,  there  could  have  beeii  no  iDaterial-diflRaneiiceiii 
the  oonsumption  or  lives,  finougliy  therefore,  has  I  hope  been  stated,  to 
afford  some  idea  of  the  loss  of  lives  to  which  a  body  of  men  is  suited  by 
engaging  in  the  military  profession.  This  comparative  statement  may 
also  afibrd  matter  for  calculating  the  duration  of  life  in  a  servio^  such  as 
that  of  the  78th,  which,  in  the  course  of  twenty-seven  years,  lost  by  sick- 
ikess,  by  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and  by  accidental  csuses,  2,033  men,  oat 
of  4,369,  having  been  exposed  to  every  varietyof  dimateand  &tigue^  march- 
ing throi^hr  the  snow  or  Westphalia  in  the  winter  of  1794  and  1795«  and 
aftervrards  stationed  twenty-two  years  in  the  East  Indies,  mx  of  which  were 
in  Batavia,  oonndered  one  of  the  meet  unhealthy  stations  in  the  East.  We 
may  also  take  into  the  account  the  many  loiur  and  admirably  oondncted, 
but  harassingy  marches  under  Sir  Arthur  Weuesle^,  of  which  a  brief  and 
imperfect  sketch  wiU  be  found  in  the  article  on  this  regfanent. 


THE    END. 


Pf  inted  by  George  Btmmy  ft  Co. 
fidinbu^,  1822. 


January  ut,  la^f. 
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OH  fine  wane  PapeVf  and  hot-preasedy 

A 
NEW  AND  COMPREHENSIVE  SYSTEM 

OP 

MODERN  GEOGRAPHY, 

BEING 

A  PERSPICUOUS  DELINEATION     . 

OP  THE 

« 

PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  GLOBE, 

WITH   IT8 

Freuded  6y  the  History  of  the  Science  ;  intersj^sed  with  Statistical  and  Synoptical 
Tables  3  tmd'  mceompanied  with  i$  Series  ^  correct  coloured  Maps,  mgreai 

tarietif  inappropriate  Views,  and  numerous  other  Engraviogs,  illui-  ^ 

tratiug  the  MaunerOy  Custonu,  and  Cotlumee  </  Nation, 


BY  THOMAS  MYERS,  A.M. 

OP   THE   ROYAL   MILITARY   ACADEMY,   WOOLWICH. 

■ .  *  • 

Three  has  never,  perhaps,  been  a  period  in  th«  modem  history  of  Europe^  when  it 
conld  bo  less  necessary  than  at  the  present  moment,  to  enforce  reasons  for  publiKhifig 
a  new  System  of  Geography.  Tht  political  erents  of  the  last  six.  years  have,  in  fact, 
so  entirely  changed  the  territorial  relations  of  the  different  Continental  States,  that 
all  existing  Geographical  Works  are,  in  a  measnre,  oheolete.  There  is  scarcelv  a 
single  Country  in  Enfope  which,  within  the  above  period,  has  not  experienced  either 
an  increase  or  a  diininntion  of  its  possesions.  We  do  not  mean  simply  a  contigaons 
increase  or  diminution ;  but  such  accessions  or  losses  as  have  niateriatly  a]t«4cd  their 
relative  characters. 

Tlie  various  Acts  and  Treaties  by  which  these  mutations  have  been  effected,  arc 
not  only  difficult  of  access,. but  cnmbrons  memorials  for  common  otte.  The  man  </ 
ecieneey  the  statesman,  the  merehanty  the  siudenty  and  the  tmeelUry  would  each  gladly 
avail  himself  of '  a  more  convenient  exposition  of  the  aciwd  state  of  Europe.  But 
where  will  be  find  such  a  one?  We  know  not.  There  are,  indeed,  detached  works 
relating  to  detached  Countries ;'  but,  from  their  very  miiltipUrity,  they  tend  rather  to 
perplex  than  facilitate*  inquiry.  It  is  the  object  of  the  present  undertaking  to  supply 
this  deficiency  in  our  literature;  and,  if  we  perform  it  in  a  manner  eqtial  to  our  con* 
ception  of  what  it  should  be,  we  may  rely  securely  upon  itli  success. 

We  place,  in  the  very  front  of  our  motives  for  producing  tliis  New  System  of  Geo* 
grapliy,  these  peculiar  circumstances;  and  we  do  so,  because  tliey  supersede  all  those 
customary  persuasives,  by  which  the  patrouasre  of  the  Public  is  usually  solicited 
towards  such  enter|irise8.  Every  man  who  takes  the  slighter  t  interest  in  public  affai  rs, 
every  one  who  feels  a  natural  anxiety  to  know  what  Europe  ih,  at  the  present  moment, 
^  after  the  terrible  convulsions  it  has  undergone,  and  who  wishes  to  nnderstaud  the 
political  connexion  of  the  different  States  ;  it  conscious  that  bia  meant  of  doing  so 
are  extremely  imperfect.  Our  task  will  be,  to  remove  tliat  imperftctioo ;  and,  by  an 
accurate  development  of  the  final  arrangements  made  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna, 
founded  upon  opcted  and  evlAflilsc  Documents,  to  exhibit  an  exaat  Delineation  of  tbe^ 
present  Condition  of  the  civilixed  World.  > 


(    2    ) 

This  ia  our  primary  purpoM;  but  tbis  is  not  all.  With  the  restoration  of  ibe 
liberties  of  Europe,  arose  also  the  recovered  freedom  of  seientific  research  and  litf- 
rary  inquiry.  Daring  the  lai^t  foor  or  live  jears,  large  aeccssions  have  been  made  to 
our  f*enfral  stock  of  geof^rapliical  KoovilrdKe.  Enterprising  travellers  have  spread 
themselves  in  every  direction,  and  communicated  to  the  World. the  resolt  of  their 
observations.  Many  duiibtful  pointii  of  science  have  tiras  been  established ;  maoy 
unexpected  facts  have  been  verified ;  the  moral  aspect  of  nations  has  been  vividly 
portrayed ;  the  changes  in  manners-  and  cnstonis,  and  in  political  influence,  have 
been  ascertained  ;  venerable  errors  have  been  corrected  ;  important  truths  elucidated, 
and,  in  short,  the  energies  of  unimpeded  intellect  have  been  apf>lied  to  the  survey  of 
the  Work!  iii  snvh  a  way,  as  spreads  an  ample  share  of  novelhf  befisietbe  iadnstfiens 
Compiler  of  a  geoKraphical  System.  The^e,  we  need  hardly  add,  shall  not  be  neg- 
lected. While,  therefore,  the  reader  will  find  all  that  is  unquestionable  in  preceding 
Works,  he  may.  expect  to  receive,  in  addition,  the  concentrated  information  which 
tubseqnent  researches  have  supplied. 

There  is  a  constant  flux  in  the  affairs  of  civilized  Man.  Wherever  his  inflsence 
extends,  a  change  is  visible.  What  may  he  called  the  permanent  features  of  Natnre 
even  are  not  protected  from  this  influence.  It  is  true,  nionntoins  and  rivers  do  not 
remove ;  but  the  hand  of  man  clotbcs  the  one  with  verdure,  and  covers  the  othir 
with  trafiic.  Where  forests  stood,  cities  are  reared ;  Whei'e  tlie  stagnant  morals 
exhaled  its  baleful  eflluvia,  plains  smile  with  cnltivation  ;  where  pathless  tracts  spread 
themselves  around,  roads  are  formed,  bridges  constructed^  and  viUagea  spring  np. 
These  eeasde^s  mutations  present  a  bonndlctis  variety  to  the  geogrSphical  Hmtorian ; 
and  they  mark,  at  the  same  time,  the  ptogressive  advances  of  States  and  Enpirea  in 
the  path  of  civilization. 

We  tmst  we  have  said  enough  to  prove,  that  the  pre$ent  period  is  one  pecnliarty 
fit  for  the  execution  of  a  Work  like  this.  We.  have  ahowathat  tlie  entire  face  of 
Europe  has  undergone  a  political  revolution  since  tlie.  year  1814;  and  thataNsw 
System  of  Gbogrsphy,  vihich  should  distinctly  define  all  tbeeflVcts  of  that  revolo. 
tion,  particularly  as  aifecting  territorial  boundarieKand  dominion,  wonld  be  a  valnable 
accession  to  our  National  Literature.  Wc  have  also  shown,  that  the  faciliries  of 
international  eommiuiication^  naturally  arising  from  a  general  peace,  hsv<i  been 
employed  by  intelligent  individuals  iu  aceumnlatiitg  valuable  stores  of  Informa- 
tion with  re^ipcct  to  the  natural,  the  uioral,  and  the  political  condition  of  diflerent 
Countries.  These,  then,  are  ihe  sources  whence  we  propose  to  deiwe  onr  claims  to 
public  patronage.  If  we  make  a  ^kilflll  use  of  them,  there  can  be  little  douht  as  to 
that  patronage  being  bestowed  ;  and  the  probability  that  we  shall  make  such  a  use, 
is  at  least  increased  by  the  fact,  that  we  know  and  appreciate  tliem.  Men  do  not 
commonly  fail  in  their  object,  when  they  clearly  discern  the  means  of  attaining  it  :  it 
u  only  when  they  have  to  seek  for  the  latter,  that  the  former  sometmiea  escapcs.^- 
We  subjoin  a  brief 

l^lan  of  tl;e  (DOlorlt. 

Itispreceded  by  a  cnpibnalNTRoniTCTroN,  commencing  vrith  the  Hisiory  tf  Gro^ 
frraphy  ;  which  is  followed  by  a  familiar  explanatiali  of  it^  Seittdific  iVrnr^te,  with 
their  application  10  finding  the  positions,  beanni>s.  and  distances  of  placeis  and  the 
coustrnction  of  Maps  and  Charts.  A  general  delineation  of  the  f^rand  mttwmi  fn^ 
iurei  and  ihr  principal  physical  phen»mena  nf  tlie  Globe,  witli  their  infloenee  on  ita 
Inhabitants  anfl  Productions,  are  then  given.  The  dements  of  P^iUkai  Ge^grmpkf, 
also,  ar<'  !)riel(>'  illustrated  ;  a'nd,io  render  all  reference  to  other  Works  naneceaaary, 
a  fiiilexp!anatioi»uf  Scienlific  T<rm«,  with  a  variety  of  iin;>martafe ToMm,  are  added^ 
The  diflrreiit  Srctlons  of  the  Work  itself,  are  necessarily  aetoted  to  sobjerta  of  a 
less  ecneial  iiamre.  They  contain  clear  and  comprelientive  views  of  the  local  eip* 
cumstancrs  and  peculiar  productions  of  each  Coimtry  ;  its  works  of  Art  and  obyecti 
of  Curiosity;  iti*  Hulitical  State  and  Fon*ign  Connexions;  witfi  the  Knowledge, 
Manners,  and  Customs  of  its  Inhabitants.  I'o  these  are'  added,  snch  Statiatical  and 
Synoptical  Tables  as  exhibit  the  natural  resources,  niilitury  strength  and-oanmierrial 
importance  of,  each  State. 


Conditions. 

I.  This  Work  will  be  handsomely  print- 
ed in  Quarto,  wilJi  a  bold  and  elegant 
Type,  and  on  tine  wove  Paper. 


H.   It  will  he  published  in   M«ntlily 

Pai  tx,  ( Ttcentjf^tef^  of  which  may  be  had,) 

Price  7s.  each,  and  completed  in  TWea/jr- 

/»«r  Part*)  fbrminc  two  vcrv   large 

Attn  •pinNniD  voicMfis. 


III.  The  Woik  will  be  accompanied 
with  a  valnable  and  correct  Set  of  »• 
hured  Mapsy  including  the  latest  Arranfr* 
ments  and  Discoveries. 

IV.  It  will  be  Ulostratcd  wUh  a  pmi 
variety  of  appropriate  Views,, and  nume- 
rous oilier  Bngravinga,  reDreseiitinc  the 
Manners^  CuslainS|  and  Gos^unei  of^  dil* 
fereut  Nations^ 


(    3    ). 

The  'Approbation  which  has  been  generally  bestowed  on  Mr.  Myrrs's. 
G-KOGRAPHT,  has  afibrded  the  Publishers  very  considerable  gratification  5  bat 
they  feel  more  peculiarly  flattered  by  many  Tbstihonies  in  its  favour^  from 
Grentlemen  dUtukgrnshed  ,foT  Claislcttl  Learning  and  SdetUlfie  AttmnmenU, 
among  which  are  the  foHowhig  : 

I. 

■ 

Front  the  late  Mr,  Bon^nycastlb,  Professor  of  Mathematics  at  the  Royal 

Military  Acadrmy,  Woolwich* 

^  Having  looked  carefully  over  the  several  parts  of  Mr,  Myers^s^ 
^*  NtW  System  of  Geography*'  already  published^  I  have  nd  hesitation  in 
sayrngt  that  I  think  it  a  very  meritorious  and  ilseful  performahce.  In  the 
unsettled  state  in  which  Geography  has  been  for  a  number  of  years,  a  Work 
of  this  kind  was  much  wanted ;  and,  from  the  specimen  Mr,  Myers  has 
given,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  performance  will  be.  con- 
ducted in  such  a  manner,  as  to  afford  both  pleasure,  and  information  to  those 
who  are  desirous  of  obtaining  a  just  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
subject.  To  a  correct  and  perspicuous  style,  he  unites  a  consideraLle  stock 
0/*  mathematical  knowledge  :  this  is  a  necessary  and  material  branch  qfthe. 
Science  he  has  undertaken  to  elucidate,  and  possessed  but  by  few  Writers  on 
the  sulject.  It  will  enable  him  to  connect  the  scientific  branch  of  this 
department  of  knowledge  with  its  historical  and  geographical  details,  in  a 
manner  that  cannot  fail  to  render  his  Work  highly  instructive,  and  worthy 
the  approbation  of  the  Public }  to  which  the  tiumerous  and  well' executed 
Maps  and  Fiews  must,  also  greatly  cohtribute, 

Feb.  20/A,  182K  .  ,     * 


II. 

From  the  Rrv.  W.  B.  Collybr,  D.D.  LL.D.  F.A.S.  &c.  CamberwelL 

I  have  read  Mr.  Myers's  "  New  and  Comprehensive  System  of 
Modern  Geography,^*  so  far  as  the  Work  has  proceeded,  with  unqualified 
pleasure ;  and  although  wy  feeble  testimony  may  be  of  little  value  to  so 
distinguished  a  Publication,  I  cannot  withhold  it,  such  as  it  i9,fr§m  a  pri>* 
duciion  tt^hich  promises  to  be  no  less  advantageous  to  the  World,  than 
honourable  to  t/te  amiable  and  able  Author,  It  appears  to  me,  to  comiine 
euery  excellence  that  can  be  associated  with  that  branch  of  Science  to  which 
it  relates,.  s 

March  \4th,  I82h 


r  4  ) 
-III. 

From  Da.  Olinthvs  G&b«ort,  Professor  of  Mathtmaiics  at  ike  Royal 

Military  Acadrmy,  Woohuich. 
A  System  of  "  Modern  Geography"  from  the  pen  of  my  tvorih^ 
Colleague,  Mr.  Myers,  can  never  stand  in  need  of  my  recornmendation. 
Being  requested^  however,  to  express  my  opinion  of  it,  I  have  no  hesitation  ^ 
in  saying,  that  I  regard  it  as  a  very  valuable  Treatise,  on  a  subject  of 
Universal  Interest.  The  delineations  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  several  parts 
of  the  Terraqueous  Globe  which  come  under  review,  are  perspicuous,  graphical, 
and  correct ;  tlie  Remarks  upon  the  characteristics  of  the  Inhabitants,  their 
Habits,  -Pursuits,  and  Governments,  are  candid  and  philosophical ;  ike 
Commercial  and  Statistical  Information  is  well  exhibited,  and  is  generally 
drawn  from  authentic  and  indubitable  sources  ;  and  the  express  Articles  ^ 
the  Treaties  of  CavGRESSt  and  other  social  compacts- relating  to  different 
Countries,  are  appropriately  introduced,  Tfie  coloured  Maps  are  very 
neatly,  and  I  believe,  accurately  executed;  and  the  other  Engravings, 
referring  principally  to  interesting  points  of  Scenery  and  Costume,  are  real 
embellishments  to  the  several  **  Parts"  as  they  issue  successively  from  the 
press'.  The  "  General  Introduction,'^  which  is  indeed  "  copious,*'  and  is 
partly  historical,  partly  philosophical,  partly  mathematical,  partly  moral 
and  political,  is  in  itself  of  high  utility  ;  and;  viewed  in  connexion  witH  the 
system  at  large,  will  be  found  extremely  judicious,  comprehensive,  and 
instructive. — June  12//t,  1821. 


IV. 

From  Dr.  Kelly,  Finsbury  Square,  London, 
I  have  perused  the  first  Sixteen  Parts  of  Mt,  Myerses  "  New 
System  of  Geography,*'  and  have  particularly  examined  those  Articles  on 
which  7 felt  most  competent  to  give  an  opinion.  So  far,  the  Work  appears 
to  me  a  performance  of  great  and  uncommon  merit ;  planned  with  judgment, 
and  executed  with  due  attention  to  utility,  ornamentj  interesting  research, 
and  scientific  accuracy.  The  Introduction  alone,  affords  an  ample  specimen 
of  the  Authors  qualifications  for  the  undertaking;  and  the  Body  of  the 
ff^rk  fully  corresponds,  in  every  department.  The  Historical  lUustratioos 
display  an  extcnsv^e  knowledge  of  Antiquity ;  awrf /A^  Topographical  Descrip- 
tions, nA  intimate  actjziaintancc  with  Modern  Tours,  Travels,  and  Voyages 
of  Discovexy ,  and  also  with  Natural  History,  Political  Economy,  and  the 
Progress  of  the  Arts.  The  Tabular  Contents  are  copious,  well  arranged, 
and  replete  with  new  and  important  matter.  The  Statistical  Colamns  appear 
to  comprehend  all  recent  changes  of  Territory  ;  and  the  Commercial,  amo^ 
full  and  authentic  account  of  Exports  and  Imports,  and  of  the  Monetary 
Systems  and  Metrology  of  Nations,  than  any  yet  published  in  a  fVbrk  qf 
the  kind.  The  Mathematical  Elucidations  and  Diagrams,  are  obviously  from 
the  hand  of  a  Master ;  the  same  may  be  observed  of  the  MapSr  Views, 
Costumes,  and  other  Graphic  Embellishments,  which,  on  account  i^  their 
number,  and  the  superior  manner  in  which  they  are  executed,  greatly  enr 
hance  the  value  of  the  Work. — July  Ath,  1821. 


(  «  ) 

V. 

From  the  Rbv^  Dr.  Ckombik^  Greenwich, 
A  variety  of  PoUiical  Changes^  and  of  Geological  as  well  as 
Topographical  Discoveries,  having  rendered  a  new  Work  on  **  Geography*' 
highly  desirable^  I'  was  induced  to  become  a  Subscriber  to  Mr.  Myers's 
Publication,  soon  after  it  was  announced.  My  hopes  and  wishes  have  not 
heen  disappointed.     The  Introduction^  occupying  two  hundred  and  twenty* 

four  pages,  in  which  he  details  the  History  and  Progress  qf  Geography ^^^ 
explaining  at  the  same  time  the  Mathematical  and  .Astronomical  Principles 
of  the  Science,  I  have  read  with  peculiar  pleasure.  The  matter  is  good,  and 
the  diction  neat.  In  the  Third  Chapter,  in  which  he  delineates  the  naiural 
features  of  the  Globe,  and  which  I  have  perused  oftener  than  once,  he  has 
been  eminently  successful.  On  the  various  subjects  of  Solar  Heat,  Wind, 
Atmosphere,  Evaporation,  Mountains,  Seas,  and  Rivers,  as  affecting 
Temperature  and  Climate,  I  find  much  curious  and  valuable  Information, 
communicated  in  clear  and  appropriate  language.     The  plan  and  the  execu- 

.  tion  of  the  great  body  of  the  Work^  as  far  as  it  has  yet  proceeded,  while  they 
evince' the  talents  and  industry  of  the  Author,  cannot  fail  to  recommptd  it 
to  Public  Patronage.  It  comprises  much  novel  and  important  matter, 
collected  with  judgment,  and  arranged  with  perspicuity, — Aug.  S,  1821. 

VI. 

From  Dr.  Andrew,  Prqfessor  of  Mathematics  and  Resident  Head  Classical 
Master,  at  the  EaBt  India  Military  Seminary,  Addiscombe,  near 
Croydon.    . 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating,  tfiat,  in  my  opinion^  Mr.  Myers's 
"  New  and  Comprehensive  System  of  Modern  Geography,**  so  far  as  it  has 
been  published  (proposed  to  be  completed  in  Twenty-four  Parts,  of  which  I 
I  have  seen  Twenty),  is  an  excellent  and  a  masterly  performance,  and  justly 
merits  a  large  shareof  public  favour  and  pa/rowagf,— Horace  says  of  the 
sageand  experienced  Ulysses,  "  Mores  multorum  hominum  vidit  et  urbes**' 
In  this  Work,  without  encountering  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  foreign 
travel,  may  be  seen  Jthe  Manners  and  Customs,  the  Policy  and  Resources, 
the  Trade  and  Natural  Productions  of  every  Country ;  objects  of  great 
importance  to  the  Merchant  and  Soldier,  as  well  as  to  the  Statesman  and 
general  Reader.  Travellers  will  find  it  advantageous  to  consult  such  a  Work, 
before  they  leave  their  own  Country,  that  they  may  be  prepared  for  making 
proper  inquiries  in  Foreign  Parts,  and  for  seeing  verified  what  they  have 
read.  The  fulness  of  Information  and  Detail  here  conveyed,  is  produced  by 
the  superior  learning  and  research  of  modern  times,  aided  by  general  peace. 
The  style  of  writing,  like  that  q/*  Goldsmith,  is  natural,  easy,  and  enters 
taining  ;  and  the  various  quotations  from  different  Authors,  in  their  own 
words,  add  a  richness  and  novelty  throughout,  that  tend  very  much  to-  keep 
aKve  the  interest  and  attention  of  the  Reader, — Nov,  15  th,  1821. 


London  ;-<-Printcd  for  Sberwood,  Keely^  and  Jones,  Paternoater  Row. 
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AN  ORIGINAL  WORK,  ENTITLEU, 
:         THE 

FAMILY  CYCIiOPJEDIA; 

BVIKG 

^  MJNUAL  OF 
Alphabetically  arranged  ; 

coMPmsnvo  all  tbc 

JtSCBNT    INVEWTfONfi,  DlfiCdVERIl!^,  AND  IMPROVBMENTS^ 

fir 

MomtfUic  0tmoittih  ^grioature^  $c  &ittmims; 

The  most  approved  Methods  of  Curing  Diseases, 


THE  MODE  OF  TREATMENT  IN  CASES  OF  DROWNING. 

OTHER  ACCIDENTS,  AND  POISONS  ; 

4^£^batu)ttK  on  Bitt  attH  lUsdnni ; 

A  C0MFREHEN8IVE  ACCOUNT  OF  TBE 

MOST  STRIKING  OBJECTS  IN  NATURAL  HISTORY, 

Animaie  ttnd  InammaU ; 

AND  A  PETAIL  OF  VARIOUS  PROCEISBS  IN 

■ 

ALSO, 

A  CONCISE  VIEW  OF 

THE  HUMAN   MIND  AND  THE  PASSIONS, 

ffllk  their  particular  application  to  our  Improvement 

^u  <l^tiatton  attU  ^oraIj$. 


By  JAMES  JENNINGS. 


The  Family  CYptoPiCDi A  contains  plain  and  familiar  Directions  for  eurhig  eunf 
DI««A«e Incident  to  the  Homan  Eody,  with  ttie  mode  of  treating  AcddeiUs  genertU}'; 
and,  as  it  i«  4>f  iin|K>rtance  to  know  wben  Ibe  atteodaooe  of  ft  Medical  Prac- 
titioner is  absolutely  necessary^  in  tbe  Author's  remarks  on  every  Disease,  thii  is 
invariably  pointed  out.  An  account  of  every  •  nsefol  Medicine  and  Drug  is  abo 
given,  and  tlieir  Doses,— with  the  maimer  of  preparing  those  most  commoo  and 
usefat :  to  which  is  added^  tht  Composition  of  almost  every  Quack  Medicine,  (thit 
lU  uulitv  or  Imitititv  may  be  known,>  from  peculiar  soarces  of  infommtion.' 


(    7    ), 

On  the  Mibjceti  of  Dm  and  Rvoimbn^  he  flatten  hlmseir^  hU  obienmtloiiB  will 
be  fotfiid  eiplicft  tfidT  important,  and  bigUy  deservinfr  fhe  altentloat  af  "hit  aAa  dcure 
either  to  obtain,  or  to  retain,  ^ood  health,  that  most  Taluable  of  Ueningi.  He 
hopes  what  he  has  stated  imder  the  articles  Dtgettim^  Bhuterf  EMreue^  Stt>  will  not 
be  foand  less  deserring  of  attentian. 

Considering  the  Tarions  Accidents  to  which  Persons  are  eontinnally  exposed,  iit 
bas  devoted  mnch  care  and  attention  to  the  treatment  of  such  as  have  laken  FoisoB^ 
•r  who  have  been  bitten  by  a  Mad  Dog,.  Viper,  Ac. ;  also  t»  Rccovariiifi  VeMasai 
apparently  Dead  from  Drowning;  the  mode  of  Escape  froaa  Houses  on-  Kim,  aad 
ShipwreciL ;  and  the  treatment  of  Persons  accidentally  Frozen.  On  these  beaffs 
he  has  been  very  minute ;  bat,  he  trusts,  not  more  so  than  the  imporiame  of  the  dif; 
f  ereot  subjects  warrant  and  demand. 

He  has  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  treat  ot  Anatomy  at  large;  but  has. 
in  a  compendium  under  that  article,  and  under  the  articles  Abdomen^  ^>^^f 
Hearty  &c.  given  a'snccinct  account  of  every  principal  part  of  the  human  body*; 
wkhoot  some  knowledge  of  which,  no  one  can  be  eoaipalent  to  jndge  of  Diaettw,  or 
of  the  exhibition  of  Medicineft  for  its  core.  In  doing  tbis»  be  haa  avoided,  as  Bwdi 
as  possible,  the  use  of  itckmiud  terms  i  or,  if  he  has  used  them,  they  will  be  fonnd  .ex- 
plained in  other  parts  of  the  Work  ^  so  that  it  forms,  a^  much  as  posiibfe,  a  S^" 
fnierpretinf  Book. 

The  Science  of  Chbhistry,  that  science  which  has  done  so  much  for  our  conve- 
nience and  oar  wants,  has  not  been  nf  glected.  The  Author  has  endeavoured  to  embody, 
in  the  difl^cnt  articles,  all  tbat  is  esaentfal  in  this  important  branch  of  knowledge; 
eiimbining  both  instrnetioii  and  nmnsemeBt.  This  science  is-imanstely  eonneoted  witti 
DoBi ESTic  Economy,  and  the  Ahts  of  lars ;  and,  under  the  articles  Bread,. J9pmsm^ 
Mialtj  fVinei^  &c.  he  has  given  such  directions,  founded  nn  acisotific  principles^  as 
cannot  fail,  he  presumes,  greatly  to  remove  the  obscurity  and  ignorance  under  whicfi 
the  different  pn^lcesses  are  at  present  conducted 

The  Arts  of  AGRiCTLTnnn  and  GAROENisio,  indading  tha  onltnve  of  Floweia  , 
Trees,  Shrubs^  &c.  have  obtained  his  careful  attention,  and  will  be  found  to  combine 
tlie  most  practical,  economical,  and  tlie. latest  /mproMmfN/s,— -with  air  account  of  tha 
various  processes  and  implements  necessary  totfftse  imponanrbnuieheao^  IMtwrvc 
Economy, 

On  the  Arts,  gtmrMfy  will  also  be  found  a  varieUr  of  praetScal  tnstmetfons.  On 
Colour-flMiUag,  Dyeings  Leuiker,  Pupeff  Semoerhigf  TmmHgy  &c.  be  haa  endeavoured 
to  collect  aft  that  is  |ifaettcable  and  nsefot. 

The  siiljects  of  Education,  MbRALS,  the  Passions,  and  the  Human  itfiND,  are 
intimately  connected'.  A  Famtlt  Cyclopjbota  demahcfecf  their  Introcfoction;  and; 
whilst  be  haa  ezplanedl  many  of  the  caoaea  of  human  eraor,  he  haii  he  bopes^  demoRi 
atrated  ita  nigdi«i6le  natase,  and  that  Virtue  ia  the  only'^oertain  road  to  hapfiiMaa^    ' 

The  principal  Diseases  to  which  Horsrs  and'CATTCRare  liable,  are  also  described'; 
with  Directions  for  their  mode  of  Cure,  actoidtug  to  the  most  appro vedjnodem 
pnctiee. 

To  the  subjects  of  Natural  History,  vie.  BAfeay,  iKnN^ra/sry,  and  toolhgj, 
including,  under  this  last  head,  an  account  of  Qnndropedi,  Birds,  lashes,  Serpents^ 
and  Insects,  he  baa  paid  eonsiderable  attCMlion;  and*,,  therefore,  aan  conHdentl^ 
recommend  bis  Work,  as  containing  an  q/iUm*  oiF  all  that  is  known  of  imyortanaa 
or  interest,  in  these  departments. 

In  a  Work  so  moltlfariou8,.the  Author  considered  it  bis  duty  to  seek  ont,and  apply 
to,  the  best  sources  of  Information  that  the  present  improved  state  of  Knowledge 
aiTords;  and  as  be  lias  no  wish  whatever,  to  arrogate  to  himself  sentiments  or  facts 
vrliich  belong  to,  or  have  been  staled  Ifv,  others;  in  his  Preface,  which,  with  ad 
IfiTRoni; STORY  Essay,  arcompanifn  the  lost  Part  of  the  WorJi,  he  has  mentioned 
bis  pnncipal  Aifthoiities.  But  wbile  he  statea  tliis,  he  may,  without- vanity,  state  a'sO^ 
tbatmoreev^gtffeiify  upon  thesnbjectsof  DisKASB,  Dirt,  Uboimbn,  £nucATiOiira 
Mind,  and  Morals,  will  be  found  in  his  Work,  than  Is  commonly  met  with  In  workf 
of  a  similar  nature. 

He  may  add,  indeed,  that  scarcely  an  Article  wilt  be  found  in  thn  Work,  which 
has  not  racaivad.  name,  oddiiisn.  or  <MprsBcaBm#;  ha  vcntnraa,  tberafoM^  to  hopo^ 
that  the  Family  Cyclopahia  axbiliita  «oh  a  complete  Codr  of  C/«cf«2  Kjiow* 
LBDGE,  aa  to  prove  one  of  the  most  ra/aaMs  Vohmaa  tbaft-baifc  ever  isaaed  from  the 
Press. 
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TBSTiffroNiBs  IN  Favour  op  Mr.  JBNNmcs's  C^^ixt^MjyiAl 

«<  FFom  the  tone  in  wbich  the  greater  part  of  tbe  Family  CYCLOPiBDiA  is  written, 
and  from  the  uniformity  of  character  apparent  thronghoat,  H  will  be  obviom  to 
every  one,  that  thifc  is  an  entirely  wiguuU  Work)  and  completely  exempt  from  the 
censore  justly  bestowed  on  most  Introdnctions  to  Domestic  Economy.  The  science, 
taste,  and  good, sense  of  the  Aullior,  are  visible  in  eveiy  page  of  this  laborious  pro- 
daction ;  and  his  beneyolent  attempts  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  his  feXhw 
creatures,  by  improreroent  in  morals  and  education,  demand  our  warmest  praise. 
This  excellent  mannal  of  knowledge  has  already,  we  understand^  been  very  faroar- 
ably  received  in  Families,  as  a  book  of  daDy  ^reference  in  the  common  concerns  of 
life;  to  such  persons  also  as  reside  at  a  distance  from  great  towns  and  from  medical 
aidy— or  who  are  inhabitants  of  tlie  British  Colonies,  (particalarly  to  all  settlers  in  new 
countries,)— the  Family  Cyclopaedia  is  really  invaluable ;  as  it  forms  a  forUMe  Ldbrurif 
(Df  useful  knowledge,  of  rasy  r^eretfce,  and  Contains  a  great  variety  of  informatioH, 
not  to  be  found  in  other  works  of  similar  pretensions,  or  of  greater  magnitude. 

**  KotwithsUnding  the  various  subjects  treated  in  these  compreliensive  volumes, 
the  Author's  style  ia  generally  neat  and  perspicuous ;  and,  while  he  studionaly  avoids 
coarse  und  vulgar  expressions,  be  is  never  technical  or  obscure.  The  renders  of 
our  journals  will  find  much  practicable  and  useful  information  on  tlie  subject  of  tbe 
Arts  in  this  work,  which  Mr.  Jennings  seems  to  have  obtained  from  the^est  and  most 
authentic  sources,  as  well  as  having  added  much  original  matter  of  his  own.**— i^ndM 
Journai  t^Artt  and  Shiemxwi    -^ 

^  The  Family  Cyclopaedia,  by  James  Jbnnihgs,  contains  a  large  mass  of  infor- 
mation, on  subjects  connected  with  the  domestic  economy  of  life.  In  natters  of 
science  and  art,  the  author  has  made  liis  selecti^ms  from  sources  of  the  best  authority. 
Hie  original  matermla  supplied  by  himself  are  creditable  to  his  observation,  good 
sense,  and  benevolence*  Almost  every  topic  of  general  interest  will  be  found  ia 
this  comjpcehensive  and  judicious  compilation,  treat<!d  in  a  clear  and  familiar  man- 
ner. As  a  book  of  daily  reference  in  the  common  concerns  of  Ufe,  it  will  be  found 
to  afford  important  assistance,  and  its  great  practical  utility  will,  no  doubt,,  ensure  it 
a  ready  introduction^  and  a  favourable  reception,  in  every  intelligent  family.  In 
addition  to  the  great  heads  of  domestic  economy,  agriculture,  and  chemistry,  this 
work  |M>inlB  out  the  best  modes  of  coring  diseases,  and  obviating  the  effects  of  sud- 
den accidents  ;  and  presents  also  an  outline  of  the  mind  and  passional  With  a  view 
to  the  improvement  of  morals  and  education."— Afon^Aly  Magazine. 

'<The  utility  and  variety  of  the  subjects  Mr.Jennings's  Cyclopedia  embraces,  and 
their  connexion  with  the  intimate,  important,  and  daily  concerns  of  life,  excite  an 
irresistible  and  laudable  curiosity  towards  them.  That  a  considerable  portion  of 
talent  has  boien  bestowed  on  tliis  very  useful  undertaking,  will  be  perceived  by  the  most 
hasty  glanoe  at  its  pages.  Tlie  Alphabetical  Arrangement  renders  it  peculiarly  conve- 
nient for  reference.  Under  the  heads  Appetite,  Hxercise,  Education,  Food,  Benew>- 
UneCf  Agne,  Chemiitryy  &c.,  and  indeed  in  every  department,  ««ill  be  found  more  or 
less  origihality.  Iti^  n6t,  however,  the  ability  which  is  displayed  in  the  Work,  eminent  * 
M  it  un)|nestionably  iii,  but  its  obvious  utility,  that  will  srcnre  for  it  a  popular  adop- 
tion. Ipiere  is  no  subject  allied  to  the  pleasures  or  the  pains  of  domestic  life,  but  has 
its  sfplpropriate  development  in  Mr.  Jennings's  Work ;  and  many  of  tlie  articles 
are  treated  with  a  diffuseness  and  originality,  which  entitle  it  to  unqualified  com- 
mendation."—Taaafon  Courier. 
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